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2 ERECTION OF FLOUR AND SAW MILL AT SHOSHONE AGENCY, WYO.

Congress be requested to insert the following item in the estimates of
appropriations for the Indian service for the ensuing fiscal year:

For the erection of a flour and saw mill at Shoshone Agency, Wyo., and to
purchase machinery therefor.. ... .. ... ... i .iiii.io...... $6, 000

Capt. P. H. Ray, the acting U. 8, Indian agent at Shoshone Agency,
under date of September 9 last, reports the condition of the plant thus:

The will (sawmill) as now located is rapidly going to ruin, and the engine is so
badly placed that it is unsafe to runit. I find a new planer, shingle machine, and
lath machine, also machinery for a flour mill, which have never been placed in
position. All of this machinery is absolutely necessary to this agency. * * *

Capt. Ray further states that the Indians are constantly applying
for lumber and begging to know when they can have their logs cut
and wheat ground, and that many Indians have ceased to sow wheat
because they can not have it converted into flour.

The new machinery referred to was purchased in the latter part of
1887, upon the recommendation of then Inspector Armstrong, there
being there at that time an engine and part of machinery for a grist-
mill, comparatively new. This machinery for some reason, it appears,
was never put in operation, probably on account of lack of funds.

It is, I think, doing but justice to these Indians to place the saw and
grist mill plant in satisfactory running order. It should have been
done long ago. 1 therefore earnestly hope that Congress may see fit
to incorporate the foregoing item of appropriation in the estimates for
the fiscal year 1895,

Very respectfully,
D. M. BROWNING,
Commissioner.

t

The SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR.

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,
January 16, 1894,

Respectfully forwarded to the honorable Secretary of the Treasury.
The recommendation of the Commissioner of Indian Affairs is

approved.
Hoke SMITH,
Secretary.

UNITED STATES INDIAN SERVICE,
Shoshone Agency, September 9, 1893.

Sir: T have the honor to inclose herewith estimate for rebuilding the sawmill at
this agency, and to respectfully request authority to contract for the stonework
and purchase the lumber liere, and that the shafting, roofing, etc., may be purchased
East an(! shipped as early as practicable.

The mill as now located is rapidly going to ruin, and the engine is so badly placed
that it is unsafe to run it. I find & new planer, shingle machine, and lath machine,
also machinery for a flour mill, which have never been placed in position. All of
this machinery is absolutely necessary to this agency. By rebuilding the mill with
stone basement and foundation I can place all the machinery so it can be run to
advantage, including the flour mill, and it will be secure against frost and fire, and,
with the addition of a Blake pumyp and small supply of Liose, I will be able to estab-
lish a fire service, of which the agency is now entirely destitute.

The Im}mns are constantly applying for lumber, and begging to know when I can
cut logs for them and grind ‘their wheat. Many have ceased to sow wheat because
they can not have it ground. If I can only get the sawmill in running order I feel
confident that besides sawing all the logs the Indians will bring in I will be able to
cut enough lumber to more tlfla.n pay current cxpenses and buila the flour mill.
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