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2 YANKTON TRIBE OF SIOUX INDIANS.

not support us, hence the sickly ones, in need of special help and
suitable food perished. At the same time we are dying fast with
consumption and serofula on account of the poor modes of living both
as to dwellings and food. We are therefore anxious that this treaty
should go through at once, so as to enable us to receive a sufficient
sum of money as cash payment to improve us mentally and physically.
‘Without this treaty we have no hope of prosperity, and no desire for
civilization. We think it will benefit our children by associating them
with white people, especially in the schools and in farming. We do
not wish to see people other than Indians get this treaty mixed up and
into confusion on account of personal prejudice against each other (See
Yankton Sioux commission’s report, pp. 22, 23, 24, etc.) for it is a detri-
ment to the Government and also to us. This demoralizing influence
on the part of the opposition reminds us that of the Minnesota mas-
sacre of 1862 and the Canadian war, under Louis Riel, and also the
new Messiah craze, which resulted in war at Pine Ridge by the inspira-
tion of white people on account of political and personal revenge and
prejudice.

We have the honor to request you touse your influence in the passage
of the bill effecting our treaty with the U. S. Government for the -
relinquishment of our surplus land.

We hereby certify to and corroborate the correctness of the report
of the commission to treat with the Yankton tribe in 1892, and that we
as a nation wish to adopt the white man’s way and request you to see
that justice may be done to us by ratifying the treaty of 1892 aside

from the opposition.
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