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53D CONGRESS, } SENATE. { REPORT
3d Session. No. 808.

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES.

JANUARY 23, 1895.—Ordered to be printed.

Mr. COOKRELL, from the Joint Commission of Congress to Inquire into the Status ot
Laws Organizing the Executive Departments, submitted the folowing

REPORT:

[To accompany S.2636—Same as H. R. 8490.]

The Joint Commission of Congress to Inquire into the Status of Laws Organizing
the Executive Departments, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 8490) to regulate the
engrossing and recording of patents for public lands and for other purposes, having
considered the same, report it back herewith, and recommend its reference to the Com-
mittee on Public Lands.

There is submitted herewith, as an Appendix, the report of the experts of the com
mission concerning the subject matter of said bill.

F. M. CoCKRELTL,
James K. JONES,
Members on the part of the Senate.
ALex. M. DOCKERY,
JAMES D. RICHARDSON,
NELSON DINGLEY, Jr.
Members on the part of the House of Representatives.






APPENDIX.

[REPORT NO. 12 (A).]

OFFICE OF THE EXPERTS UNDER THE
CoMMISSION TO EXAMINE THE EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENTS,
Washington, D. C., January 11, 1895.
Hon. A. M. DOCKERY,
Chairman Joint Commission, etc., Washington, D. C.

DEAR SIR: Your experts, having made an examination of the laws relating to and
the methods of conducting the business in the General Land Office of the Departmen
of the Interior, beg to submit the following report and recommendations thereon:

By the act of May 18, 1796, the sale at public vendue of a part of the public lands was
authorized to be made under the direction of the governor or the secretary ot the Western
Territory and the surveyor-general and of other of the lands of the United States under
the direction of the Secretary of the Treasury. On payment of the purchase price of
the lands into the Treasury within the time specified, and producing to the Secretary
of State a receipt for the same, and a certificate describing the land and stating pay-
ments mad eand to be made, the President was authorized to grant patents for the lands.
The patents s o granted were to be countersigned by the Secretary of State and recorded
in his office.

The enactment of May 10, 1800, authorized certain of the lands to be sold under
the direction of the Land Office, an office created by this act, the issuance of patents
continuing in the same manner as prescribed by the act of May 18, 1796.

By the act of April 25, 1812, Congress created the office of Commissioner of the
General Land Office, and established the same under the Treasury Department.
Under this act patents were issued from the General Land Office, were signed by the
President and countersigned by the Commissioner of said office, in which place they
were required to be recorded in books to be kept for the purpose. The Commissioner
was authorized, under the direction of the head of the Treasury Department, to super-
intend, execute, and perform all acts and things touching and respecting the publie
lands patented or granted by the United States as theretofore had been directed by
law to be done or performed in other Departments.

The affairs of the General Land Office were administered in accordance with this
organization until the act of July 4, 1836, when the supervision and control of the Com-
missioner of the General Land Office was placed under the direction of the President,
and this arrangement was continued until the act of March 3, 1849, when it was trans-
ferred to the supervision and control of the Interior Department, where it has since
remained.

The act of July 4, 1836, provided for an officer in the General Land Office to be
called the recorder, for a principal clerk of the public lands, for a principal clerk of
private land claims, and for a principal clerk of surveys. The recorder and the three
clerks have in later years supervised the divisions bearing the same names. Although
specially constituted by Congress and appointed by the President, with the advice and
consent of the Senate, the three principal clerks have practically borne the same rela-
tion to the Commissioner and the affairs of the Land Office generally as anyother chiefs
of divisions.

‘When Congress authorized the supervision and control of the Commissioner of the
General Land Office directly by the President, in 1836, the President was authorized to
appoint a secretary to sign patents in his stead. The act of 1848 authorized the
appointment of an assistant secretary to sign patents, which arrangement was continued
until 1878, when the President was authorized to appoint an executive clerk to sign
patents; and in 1884 authority was granted the President to appoint a female clerk for
the pupose of signing patents, which arrangement has continued until the present
time. The clerk who does this work has quartersin the General Land Office and merely
writes, in the most perfunctory way, the President’s name and her own.

S. Rep. 2—33 3



4 ENGROSSING AND RECORDING OF LAND PATENTS,

The recorder of the General Land Office was authorized by the act of July 4, 1836,
in pursnance of instructions from the Commissioner, to certify and affix the seal of the
General Land Office to all patents for public lands, and to attend to the correct
engrossing, recording, and transmission of such patents.  Further provision was made
for keeping records of the issuance of patents and alphabetical indexes of the names
of patentees.

This is a brief reference to the laws aunthorizing the existence of the General
Land Office and its relations to the Executiye Departments.

PRESENT ORGANIZATION OF THE GENERAL LAND Orrice,

B 03 11 13 T ) 0T $5, 000
1 Assistant COmMMIBBIONEE wunn e oo ot e i e e 3,500
1 chiefclerk .............. e P 2, 250
2 law clerks, at $2,200 . 4,400
3 inspectors of surveyors-general, district land offices, at $2,000 ............. .. ... .. . ... 6, 000
B =T34 2,

3 principal clerks, at $2,000
8 chiefs of division, at $2,000...
2 law examiners, at $2,000. ... oo oL

10 principal examiners of land claims and contests, at $2,000 ........ ... ... 20, 000
30 clerksclass 4, at $1,800 ... oo oo il 54, 000
56 clerks class 3, at $1,600 ... oo oL iiiaaao.. 89, 600
58 vlerksclass 2, at $1,400 ... ... ... ..l ... el 81, 200
58 clerks elass 1, at $1,200 ... .. ... L. L. 69, 600
40 clerks class K, at $1,000 ... L e 40, 000
45 clerks elass D, at $900 ... ... ... Ll el 40, 500
2 messengers, at $840. .. L.l 1, 680
9 assistant messengers, at $720) .. ...l 6, 480
6 packers, at $720 Loo. oo e iiaieaaan 4,320
12 1aborers, at $660 . - o caae com e it i e e e e e e et e 7,920
348 T 464, 450
For trarscribers of records, at $600 each (the number varies according to conditions)...... 5, 000
469, 450

The arrangement of the General Land Office, by divisions, and the number of
clerks of the various classes therein, is approximately as follows:

GENERAL AND MISCELLANEOUS.

L COMMIBBIONET <. et et e et e e ot e e e e et e ama— $5, 000

1 Assistant Commissioner.. ... ... acoeen i e ... 38,3500

8 inspectors, at $2,000 . ... o it e 6, 000

2 messengers, at $340 ... L. 1, 680

9 assistant messengers, at $720 ... .. ... ... ... R 6, 4%0
12 Jaborers, at $660 - .. oo o et e . 7,920

6 packers, at $720 ..o il i e 4,320
— $34, 900

Lehief clerk .o .. i

21aw clerks, at $2,200. ... ... ...

2 law examiners, at $2,000. ... ... ... ... ... ... ...

4 clerks class 4,at$1,800. ... .. ... .. ... .. ... ....._....
2 clerks class 3, at $1,600
2 clerks class 2, at $1,400
Telerk elass I, at $1,200 . ... .. . .
3 clerks class E, at $1,000
18 1 copyist class D, at $900

28, 950

lrecorder..............

1 clerk class 4, at $1,800 .. ...

5 clerks class 2, at $1,400 ..

11 clerks class 1, at $1,200 ..

4 clerks class E, at $1,000

o 12 clerks class D, at $900

2detailed from other offices,
2 transcribers, at $600 each.

38,800
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DivisioN C—Public lands.

1 principalelerk .. ... i

5 clerks class 4, 8 $1,800 .. - o oI
8 clerks elass 3, at $1,600 ... ... ... ..o .....
11 clerks class 2, at $1,400 ... .. .. ... .. iaiiiiiii...
17 clerks €1888 1, 86 $1,200 -« o oo oo eI
14 clerksclass E, at $1,000. ... .. ... ... ... ... ... I
12 copyists class D, at $900 . ... ..o .ol SRR

15 detailed from other offices.
92 transeribers, at $600 each.

D1visioN D—Private land claims.

1 prineipal elerk aoecnoooien e
1 clerk class 4, at $1,800. ------- f’ggg
2 clerks c1ass 3, 8t $1,600 .- oo omemnanion e e 3,200
1 clork elass 2, $1,400 ... ..o ..olooliioLolloLlollllllllllllIlIIIIlll 1,400
1 clerk €1a88 1, $1,200 - .-« vnemmn s omm cememee e e et e e 1,200
1 olerk €lass By &6 $1,000- - on coon oo LI 1, 000
. .
DrivisioNn E—Surveying.
1principalclerk...----.-.-----------...---.----...: ........................... 2. 000
2 clerks class 4, at $1,800- .- -1 111 LTI Il 8600
R P e 1 IR 1)
4 clerks 1288 2, a6 $1,400 - oo - oeo e omnosoanooiiaiieil 5, 600
1 elerk elass 1, at $1,200. .-~ -1 0o 1Ll Il I 1,200
1 clerk class E, at$1,000.................................,............_....___: - 1000
1 copyist class D, at $900 e e e i T 000
14— ;
) - TR
5 clerks class 4, at $1,800 ...
9 clerks class 3, at $1,600
3 clerks class 2, at $1,400
6 clerks class 1, at $1,200
3 clerks class E, at $1,000 <o coeaen oo el 3, 000
3 copyists class D, at $I00 .oeemeennnon oin i e 2,’700
30 —
5 detailed from other offices.
1 transcriber, at $600.
DivisioN G—Preemption.
) 0 1 4 S
4 principal examiners, at $2,000 R
1 clerk class 4, at $1,800.. .. oo ool
5 olorks c1ass 3, a6 $1,600 - - oo woem o e e e e e e
9 clerks class 2, at $1400 - - oo oo ool
6 olerks class 1,at $1,200 - .o . L.l L.l
2 clerks class E, at $1,000. .
4 copyists class D, at $900 ... eemnot ool
32 — ’
Division H—Contests.
1 chief......... eeecsaccesrnmans LR T e 2,000
4 principal examiners, at $2,000 ... ... .oo.t.eisiias e e 8, 000
3 clerks class 4, at $1,800. .ot e i 5’400
6 clerks 1288 3, 8t $1,600- -+ - - <o oo oo e eeie oo ien e 9. 600
3 clerks 1288 2, &t $1,400 - -« - <eenwoieeoaee o o i e e e el 4,200
3 clerks 1288 1, 8 $1,2000 <« o s enonmniannneetaeneei i e aieaeaaaan oo 3, 600
2 clerks class B, 8t $1,000 « -« ooo oo orn e e e i e 2, 000
4 copyists class D,at $900 ... ........... J 3:600
26 —
DivisioN K—Swamp lands.
1 chief.uo e ioeaceameeaccanccenenn [ R
4 clerks C1a88 3, 86 $1, 600« - -« woememome e meen e e e el (25’ 40(0)8
2 clorks c1ass 2, at $1, 400« <o totonoimiel oo ieciiecaeiniiiieeieeiiol 2,800
1 clerk c1ass L, At $1,200 -« e oeonameaae aaen e e e e aeaeeeaeen e e e 1, 200
1 elerk class E, 8t $1,000. «ocmnememomem it inie e anas e reiacaeenia. 1,000
900

10 —

1 copyist class D, 8t $900 - ccn comememnn e el

$84, 400

10, 600

20, 700

42,500

45,200

38, 400

14,300



6 ENGROSSING AND RECORDING OF LAND PATENTS.

DivisioN L—Drafting.

L OBIOF nnaemeeeeeeaeeenennsmmmaenn eenemnnaneananessaamaesameecnaceencnseacecs $2,000

2 clerks class 4, at $1, 800 3, 600
3 clerks class 3, at $1,600
3 clerks class 2, at $1,400
1clerk class 1, at $1,200. .. oo oo it i iiceeai i aas
leclerk class E, at $1,000. .. coeocrin et et tieeat e ceeans

1 — $16, 800

1 Chief. e veeecaaeeoaenoemmee e ceaaesmaae e cm e menaann
2 clerks class 4, at $1,800
4 clerks class 3, at $1, 600

5 clerks class 2, at $1,400...... [ E e e e e e e ammaa o 7,000
3 clerks class 1 at $1,200. .. ... 3, 600
2clerks class E, at $1,000. ... ..o i iieeeeaaa. 2, 000
2 copyists class D, at $900. ... ... ... 1, 800
19 — ~ 26,400
D1visioN N—Mineral lands.
S LT 2,000
1 principal examiner .... ... 2,000
1clerk class 4, at $1,800 . ... ... ... 1, 800
3 clerks class 3, at $1,600 .. ... ... ... e e 4, 800
4 clerks class 2, at $1,400 ... ...l 5, 600
4clerksclass B, at $1.200 ... . iiiiiaiiiiiaaoas 4, 800
4 clerks class E, at $1,000. .. oo toin et 4,000
3 copyists class D, ab $900 ... ... L. 2,700
— ) 27,700
1 detailed from other offices.
DivisioN P—Special agents.,
) 1) 1) 2, 000
1 principal examiner . ... ...l 2,000
1clerk class 4, at $1,800 .. . ... L. 1, 800
6 clerks class 3, at $1,600 . ............. 9, 600
4 clerks class 2, at $1,400 ... ool 5, 600
1 clerk class 1, at $1,200 ............ 1, 200
2 clerks class E, at $1,000. _....... 2, 000
2 copyists class D, at $900 1,800
18 — 26, 000
2 clerks class 4. at $1,800 ... .. L.l 3, 6n0
2 clerks clags 2, at $1,400 .. ..o oo eieiiiiiiiiiio. 2, 800
2clerks class 1, at $1,200 .. oo oLl 2,400
6 — 8, 800
348 0 7 ) 464, 450

The character of the work, briefly stated, in each of the divisions is as follows:

DivisioN A—Chief clerk.

Supervises the arrangement of the forces and stationery for the office; also the
contingent expenses of the local offices. Malkes a record of all communications received,
keeping special and separate account of inclosures of money. The law clerks review
decisions on contested cases, and the law examiners review the general correspondence—
letters written in the office.

DivisioN B—Recorder.

_ Prepares, issues, and records all patents, except those for private land and mineral
claims, railroad, swamp, and school grants. Keeps files of final entries on which
patents are issued in this division, and keeps a record of land warrants. The recorder
signs all patents.

Division C—Public land.

Keeps tract books in which are recorded the subdivisions of the surveyed portion
of the public domain and enters therein transactions affecting titles to the surveyed
land. Examines the abstracts of the registers and receivers in connection with the
entry and final proof papers on homesteads, the latter being certilied to the recorder’s
division for pateut, when proper for such actiou.
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Di1visioN D.—Private land claims.

Adjusts claims for private lands in the States where concessions were made by a
foreign government before their acquisition by the United States. Prepares lists for
lands to be patented and issues patents to the Indians for the lands allotted to them.
Examines coutests on private and Indian land claims.

The patents made are recorded and sent to the recorder for signature only.

DivisioNn E.—Surveying.

Issues instructions to surveyors-general in regard to the method of canducting the
surveying. Examines all contracts made with the U. S. deputy surveyors; prepares
the same for approval by the Commissioner before being sent to the surveyors-general
for action thereon. Examines all reports made through the office of the surveyors-
general relating to surveys, embracing the field notes"and plats.

DivisioNn F.—Railroads.

Prepares lists and patents for the lands selected by railroads, wagon roads, canals,
ete., and makes a record thereof, and sends the patents to the recorder for signature
only. Examines contests on lands within the granted districts. Receives and
examines maps and descriptions of rights of way granted over the public domain to
railroads, canals, ete.

D1visioN G.—Preemption.

Examines the original and final entry papers relating to preemption, desert land
timber culture, town site, and town lots, and the contests for preemption and town-site
cases.

DirvisioN H.—Contests.

Examines the contest cases relating to homestead, timber culture, desert land,
timber, and stone appealed from the registers and receivers, and also reviews the cases
that are not appealed from the registers and receivers.

DrvisioN K.—Swamp land.

Prepares lists of swamp lands to be allotted to the States, and lists of school lands
to be allotted to the States and Territories, and examines contested cases arising on
these lands. Makes and records the patents and sends them to the recorder for signa-
ture only.

DivisioNn L.—Drafting.

Prepares the maps from the plats and field notes filed in this division received from
the surveyors-general through the surveying division, the plats and notes being filed
in this division.

DivisioN M.—Accounts.

Examines all accounts from the registers and receivers and surveyors-general,
Keeps accounts of advances to disbursing ageunts in the land service.

DivisioN N.—Mineral.

Examines abstracts from registers and receivers of mineral entries, together with
the papers relating thereto. Issues and records patents for mineral claims, which are
sent to the recorder for signature only. Examines all contests on mineral claims, and
all applications for other lands for the purpose of certifying that they are not mineral.
There is filed in this division the usual entry papers, together with the plat of each
mineral claim surveyed and applied for.

DivisioN P.—8pecial service.

. Examines reports made by special agents in the public-land service relating to
violations of law by entrymen, and depredations. Prepares cases for suits. Examines
contests arising in cases reported by special agents.
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CONSOLIDATION OF DIVISIONS.

The character of the work done in the Preemption Division is such that it could
easily be consolidated with the Private Land Claims Division, and one chief over all of
the work would be sufficient for the requirements, especially as there is no reason for
maintaining a division which requires the services of but six clerks besides the chief,
as the work performed in the Railroad Division and in the Swamp Lands Division
is similar, and as that performed in both is decreasing very fast, and all relate to land
grants, they could well be consolidated. o )

A part of the clerks in the Recorder’s Division are on the first floor of the Interior
Department and a part of them are located on the top floor, being two stories apart and
in a portion of the building where there is no elevator. Some of the clerks attached to
the Drafting Division are located a long distance apart.

It is recommended that the Private Land Claims Division and the Preemption Divi-
sion be consolidated as a Miscellaneous Land Claims Division; and that the Rarlroad Divi-
sion and the Swamp Lands Division be consolidated as the Land Grants Division, and
that those employed in each division be located on the same floor, in reasonably close proximity
to each other.

RECORDER’S DIVISION.

The organization of the recorder’s office is provided for in section 459 of the
Revised Statutes, which reads as follows:

SEc. 459. It shall be the duty of the recorder of the General Land Office, in pursuance of instruc-
tions from the Commissioner, to certify and affix the seal of the office to all patents for public lands,
and to attend to the correct engrossing, recording, and transmission of such patents. Ile shall prepare
alphabetical indexes of the names of patentees, and of persons entitled to patents; and he shall prepare
such copies and exemplifications of matters on file or recorded in the General Land Office as the Com-
missioner may from time to time direct. Whenever the office of recorder shall become vacant, or in
case of his sickness or absence, the duties of his office shall be performed ad interim by the principal
clerk on private land claims.

The patents are prepared from the final entries. The most of this work, repre-
senting the patents for the homestead, timber-culture, preemption, timber, and stone
entries, is done in the Recorder’s Division, where the patents are engrossed by hand,
read for comparison with the papers, recorded in registers for that purpose, and then
reread for the purpose of comparing the papers, the patent, and the record. Practically
the same operation is gone through with in other divisions where patents are prepared.

The patents relating to railroad lands, swamp and school lands, mineral lands, and
private land claims, are all written in their respective divisions. They are not only
written, but they are examined and proved by the papers and recorded, so that the
Recorder, who by law is required to do this work, does not, in fact, have anything to
do with the preparation of these patents excepting to sign them. This was not con-
templated by section 459 of the Revised Statutes.

In order to provide uniform methods, to concentrate the records, and comply with
statutory provisions, ,

It is recommended that all patents be prepared and recorded under the direction of the
Recorder.

PATENTS AND LISTS.

The preparation by handwriting of patents and lists of lands selected is very slow,
and, together with making copies of the lists and records of the patents, and comparing
thefpnuby reading back, involves the time of about 36 clerks, divided between divisions
as follows:

Recorder’s Division (B) ..... e e e e e e e eeeet e e aeeeescoanaeaannanaan 22
Private Land Claims (D) e o eu. .ttt e tetee e eenece ceeeeanacanaaneesssannas 1
Railroad Division (F) ...... ... ... ............... e et e e e cee e aeeesmamaeceaecaaan e 4
Swamp Land Division (K) ... it it tee e eeee e aeaecaecaanaaan 2
Mineral Division (N ). aueu.ne oo ittt et ettt ceee ceee cee e caae e oo amneaaaae s 7

36

The lists and patents could much better be prepared by the use of typewriters.

Tests of inks used on typewriter ribbons have been made, and it has been proved that
typewriter inks composed mainly of carbon are much more durable than the best of
those prepared for use with a pen. It is necessary to require a proper test of typewriter
inks before they are accepted for use.

There could be produced three copies, or more, if necessary, at the same writing.
One should be sent to the entryman, or other applicant, another should be signed at the
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same time and bound in volumes for the permanent record of the office, and the remain-
ing one should be used in the office while the second is being bound, and then filed with
the papers relating to the case. The typewriter work would be done with much more
rapidity and legibility than the work is now done by hand, and the work of recording
patents with a pen, and the comparing ot one copy and making copies of lists, would be
saved. It would result in the saving of the time ot at least twenty clerks, and the pos-
sibility of errors in transeribing to the records would be removed. _

1t is recommended that the patents and the lists be prepared by the use of typewriting
machines, and, by the use of carbon paper, at least three copies for patents be made, one for
the applicant, one jfor the record, and one for use in the office and to be filed with the
papers.

PRINCIPAL CLERKS. .

The laws requiring principal clerks in the General Land Office to be appointed by
the President, by and with the advice and consent of the Senate, are anomalous, a8
said principal clerks are practically chiefs of divisions. There is no reason why all
chiets of divisions under the Commissioner of the General Land Office should not be
appointed as other chiets of divisions are.

It is recommended that these three chicfs be put upon the same basis as other chiefs in
the General Land Office, and that sections 448 and 449 of the Revised Statutes, requiring
these chiefs to be appointed by the President, be repealed; and that the function of the prin-
cipal clerk of Private Land Claims, in so far as it relates to his acting as Recorder
ad interim, be transferred to the Assistant Commissioner of the General Land Office.

REGISTERS AND RECEIVERS ABSTRACTS.

The abstracts of all entries sent to the General Land Office from the registers and
receivers are identical in all respects, excepting as to the arrangement of the columns.

For example:

Form 4-031, used by the register for reporting original applications, has a printed
heading as follows:

REGISTER o¥ HOMESTEAD ENTRIES.
Register of land entries made at the land office at under the homestead laws, from — day
of , 189—, to the —— day of — the same month, inclusive;

subdivided into columns which read:

No. of application.

Date of application. :
Tract entered, section or part of section.
No. of section,

No. of township.

No. of range.

Quantity %ﬁ)‘g;‘;)ss‘
Name of applicant.
Residence.

Fees.

Commissions.

Remarks,

Form 4-111, used by the receiver for reporting the receipts paid in at the time of
making the original entry, has printed heading as follows:

Legister of receipts issued by the receiver of public moneys at , for lands entered under the
homestead laws, from the — day of , to the —— day of the same month, inclusive;

subdivided into columns which read:

Date of receipt.
No. of receipt.

By whom purchased % g:ﬁgén ce

Section, or part of section,
No. section.

No. of township,

No. of range.

Quantity {35

Dollars.

Cents.

Tract purchased

Price per acre %

Dollars.
Fees { Cents.

Commissions gDollars.

Cents.

H. Rep. 1652
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10 ENGROSSING AND RECORDING OF LAND PATENTS.

An abstract could be arranged to read:

Register of homestead entries made and receipts issued by the register and receiver at the land office at
under the homestead laws from the day of to the —— day of the same month,
inclusive:
subdivided into columns as follows:

No. of application and receipt.

Date of application and receipt.

Tract entered, section or part of section.
No. of section.

No. of township.

No. of range.

Quantty | 4575

Name of applicant.
Residence.

Fees.

Commissions.
Price per acre.
Remarks.

Other of the abstracts, namely, No. 4-032, used for the final certificates, and No.
4-112, used by the receiver for the register of final receipts, are also identical. The
same 1s also true of form 4-023, used by the register, and 4-110, used by the receiver.

A single abstract signed by both ofticers would save the useless work of making
two that are practically identical and dispense with the work of checking one against
the other in the General Land Office, and avoid burdening the files with useless matter.
The two abstracts being made in the same office always, of course, correspond with each
other, and the check in the Land Office amounts to nothing.

It is recommended that the abstracts from registers and receivers be consolidated
and that one abstract signed by both officers be substituted.

After making the consolidations of divisions and other changes referred to herein,
the arrangement of the General Land Office by divisions and the number of clerks of
the various classes therein would be approximately as follows:

GENERAL AND MISCELLANEOUS.
1 COMMISSIONET ...\ oot ieae et taeiae o eme aeme came et e iee teecenaanneaannaans
1 Assistant Commissioner..
3 inspectors, at $2,000.......
2 messengers, at $BA0. ... ... it iiieaeececenaaenaan
9 assistunt messengers, at $720
12 Jaborers, at F660. .o vee i i e e e e e aeeeaeeaaaan
6 packers, at $720 ... i ieiiiiaeaan.
4 —

' Cmer CLERK’S DIVISION.

1 chief Clork ..o i e emetteeeeeaeeeeaneaee 2,250

21aw clerks, at $2,200 . ... ... ... ... ... . ........ !

2 law examiners, at $2,000

4 clerks class 4,8t $1,800. .. . .

2 clerks class 3, at $1.600 ..._.. ..

2 clerks class 2, at $1,400 .... ..

1clerk class 1, at $1,200 ... ___.

3clerks class E, at $1,000 - . ..ot et e et e

8 1 copyist class D, at $900 .. . oo ool i e

18 —

5 clerks class 2, at $1,400
11 clerks class 1, at $1,200
3 clerks class D, at $900
21 —
2 detailed from other offices.
2 transcribers, at $600 each.

8 clerks class 3, at $1,600
11 clerks class 2. at $1,400
17 elerksclass 1, at $1,200. ... ... . ... ... .........
14 clerks class E, at $1,000
12 copyists class D, at $900
15 detailed from other offices,

2 transcribers, at $600 each,
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SURVEYING DIVISION.

1 principal clerk. . .. ... it iiieeiaaaees
2 clerks class 4, at $1,800
4 clerks class 3, at $1,600
4 clerks class 2, at $1,400
1 clerk class 1, at $1,200
1 clerk class E, at $1,000
1 copyist class D, at $900
14 —

5 clerks class 4, at $1,800
13 clerks class 3, at $1,600
5 clerks class 2, at $1,400
7 clerks class 1, at $1,200
2 clerks class E, at $1,000. . ... . ... .o 2, 000
3 clerks class D, at $900. . ..o een oo e 2,700

—5 detailed from other offices.
1 transcriber, at $600. :

1 chief. o oo il e e meeieeeemeeeaecaen 2,000
2 clerks class 4,at $1,800 . ... .. oL iiiiiiiiiieaiaann 3,600
3 clerks class 3, at 1,600 - ... .o i et e e 4,800
3 ¢lorks €1a88 2, 86 $1,400 - - o oo oo oo e e e e e e 4, 200
lelerkelass 1, at $1,200 ... ... .o i eiieiiieiaeaaas 1,200
leclerk class E, at $1,000 . ... oo o i i ciiiiieeeeeee e 1, 000
11 —
B 1 T s 2,000
2 clerks class 4, at $1,800 . R ceeeeeeeea.. 3,600
4 clerks ¢lass 3, at 1,600 ..o ouen e i e eeeaeeeie e 6,400
Beletks elass 2, at $1,400 - .. coon ol et e et acaeeeauae e ana 7, 000
3clerks elass 1, at $1,200 ... oo e e e i ieiaeciaeceiceeeceaanan 3, 600
2 clerks class E, at $1,000 ... .. oo . e iieieieeeea e 2, 000
19 2 copyists class D, at $900 . ... oo i e ieeecieeeaaaas 1,800
MINERAL DIVISION.

B ) ¢ A 2,000
1 principal eXaminer . ... oe e i ieieeiaiieeecanceanccee e e 2, 000
1elerk class 4, at $1,800 .. ..o ceeanr it i e tacec e caactecas e cre - 1, 800
3 clerks class 3, at $1,600 .. .o ieenen i i i iee i imme e e 4, 800
4 clerks class 2, at $1,400 .............. et e e e eaaeae i eeeeaaa e e 5, 600
4 clerksclass 1, at $1,200 .. ... oot it i e ieieeieeeee e e 4,800
4 clerks class E, at $1,000.cc. . coen caieime it ie i e et ceec et eaeancaaeans 4, 000

8 —
1 detailed from other offices.

) 1 L PP
1 principal examiner .....
1 clerk class 4, at $1,800 .. .. ..
6 clerks class 3, at $1,600 ... coe e e icieee iieeieeaceacecccecees e caenn 9, 600
4dclerksclass 2, at $1,400 . .coutoni it it iiiimceieceaancane e aaa. D, 600
1clerk class 1, at $1,200 . . .. it iiieeicccee e 1,200
2 clerks class E, at $1,000 ... on it i iee i etinieeee i 2,000
8 2 copyists class D, at $900 .- o ... i ieicaeas 1, 800
Mi1sCELLANEOUS LAND CLAIMS DIVISION.
B - 2, 000
4 principal examiners at $2,000 .. ... e ieceeci e 8, 000
2 clerks class 4, at $1,800 _ .o ceue it i aiiiieeaicmmmceeceemmeeaneeaana 3, 600
T clerks class 3, at $1,600 < caeeon oo oiie i iiiicieieeeeeeaceee o 11,200
10 clerks class 2, at $1,400 ceenomnn oon ol it iececeaanancaeaiaaaaaa 14, 000
T clerks class 1, at $1,200 ca.e e cenvrn it ceccie e cieecececaiaaeae e aaaeeaa. 8,400
2 clerks class K, at $1, 000. .- oo conm omi e o i i e e i eeeee———- 2, 000
- 4 clerks class D, 8t $I00. . ce oot caaenn e ceetcentaance cenen ceeenacace e aeananan 3, 600

11

$20, 700

51, 900

16, 800

26, 400
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CoONTEST DIVISION.

U0 1) AR Lt $2, 000

4 principal examiners, at $2,000. ..o i 8, 000

3 clerks class 4, at $1,800 . L L i ce... 5,400

6 clerks elans 3, at F1,600 _ oo 9, 600

3 clerks class2,at $1,400 oL 4,200

3 clerks class 1, at $1,200. oo oL e 3, 600

2 clerks class 1, at $1.000 L. oo L 2, 000

4 copyists class D, at $Y00. . ..o ool 3,600
26 — $38, 400

DETAILED TO OTHER OFFICES.

2 clerks class 4, at 1,800 L ... 3,600

2 clerks class 2, at $1,400 ... oo 2,800

2 clerks class 1, at $1,200 .. oo i 2,400
6 — . 8, 800
326 10T e 441, 750

REPORTS OF THE BOARD OF LQUITABLE ADJUDICATION.

Under the provisions of section 2450 to and including 2457 of the Revised Statutes,
certain entries suspended are considered by a board of equitable adjudication, con-
sisting of the Commissioner of the General Land Office, the Secretary of the Interior,
and the Attorney-General, and upon their joint approval patents are issned. Abstracts
of these cases are made in the General Land Office and a copy is sent to Congress and
annually printed.

A statement ot the cases and an estimate of the cost of printing for the last five
years is as follows:

Number Bstim

Number | of pages, ate of

Year. of cases. [of printed “,‘-'Slt-"f:,
matter, | Printing.
1,397 62 $471. 20
4,321 174 1,322, 40
7,811 205 | 2,242 00
2,734 92 699. 20
4,354 154 1,170. 40
0 T U 20, 647 777 5, 905, 20
AVETALE POT AIIUIL - ¢ s eeambeame e o e e e e aeoe e ee e e e e nn e e eeaneennanes _A:_]f le—s—?lzlm

By reference to these printed reports it will be seen that they could not possibly be
used for any practical purpose, and any information that may be required by Con-
gress can readily be obtained by application to the Department; therefore,

1t is recommended that section 2452 of the Revised Statutes requiring such reports be
repealed. ’

SBUMMARY OF ESTIMATED SAVING.

By consolidating the Swamp Lands with the Railroad Division, and the Preemption with the Pri-

vate Land Claims Division: 2 chiefs, at $2,000. ... ... ... . . . ..., $4, 000
By dispensing with the handwriting of patents and copying them into records: o
T elerks class K, at $1,000 __ .. oo . $7, €00
0 13 clerks cluss D, at $900 . ... ool aa . R 11, ’}:OO
0 — e T T st .
By dispensing with the report of cases passed npon by the Board of Equitable Adjndication .
saving the cost of printing the same ... L ... el ! 1,181
Total estimated saving. ... ... . i oot i, R 23, 881
................. )
Respectfully submitted. C. W. HASKINS
. S ,
E. W. SELLS,
Experts.
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