University of Oklahoma College of Law

University of Oklahoma College of Law Digital Commons

American Indian and Alaskan Native Documents in the Congressional Serial Set: 1817-1899

12-7-1889

Letter from the Secretary of War, transmitting, in response to
Senate resolution of January 29, 1889, report of Capt. W. E.
Birkhimer.

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.law.ou.edu/indianserialset

b Part of the Indigenous, Indian, and Aboriginal Law Commons

Recommended Citation
S. Exec. Doc. No. 6, 51st Cong., 1st Sess. (1889)

This Senate Executive Document is brought to you for free and open access by University of Oklahoma College of
Law Digital Commons. It has been accepted for inclusion in American Indian and Alaskan Native Documents in the
Congressional Serial Set: 1817-1899 by an authorized administrator of University of Oklahoma College of Law
Digital Commons. For more information, please contact Law-LibraryDigitalCommons@ou.edu.


https://digitalcommons.law.ou.edu/
https://digitalcommons.law.ou.edu/indianserialset
https://digitalcommons.law.ou.edu/indianserialset?utm_source=digitalcommons.law.ou.edu%2Findianserialset%2F6217&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/894?utm_source=digitalcommons.law.ou.edu%2Findianserialset%2F6217&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:Law-LibraryDigitalCommons@ou.edu

51ST CONGRESS, } SENATE,. ’ {Ex.'Doc.
1st Session. No. 6.

LETTER

FROM

THE SECRETARY OF WAR,

TRANSMITTING,

In response to Senate resolution of January 29, 1889, report of Capt. W.
E. Birkhimer.

DECEMBER 9, 1889.—Referred to the Committee.on Pensions, and ordered to be printed.

‘WAR DEPARTMENT,
Washington City, December 7, 1889,

SIR: In response to the resolution of the United States Senate, dated
January 29, 1889, as follows—

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be, and he is hereby, directed to cause an inves-
tigation to be made into the organization and service of what has been commonly known
in Oregon as ‘‘Capt. Lawrence Hall’s company of Oregon Volunteers,”’ which, it is
alleged, was organized in the early part of the year 1848, for service, and which served
in the Indian war in Oregon known as the ‘‘ Cayuse war,”’ and to report to the Senate,
at his earliest convenience, all the facts relating to such alleged organization, whether of
record or otherwise, together with the names of the officers and privates constituting
such company—

I have the honor to report that Capt. William E. Birkhimer, U. S.
Army, was designated in orders of March 15,1889, to make the required
investigation, and his report, dated November 7, 1889, and the accom-
panying papers, are herewith submitted.

Very respectfully, :
REDFIELD PROCTOR,
Secretary of War.

The PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES SENATE.

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE COLUMBIA,
JUDGE-ADVOCATE’S OFFICE,
Vancouwver Barracks, Wash., November 7, 1889.

S1r: I have the honor to report that, pursuant to indorsements by the War Depart-
ment and from Headquarters Department of the Columbia, of date, respectively, Febru-
ary 18 and March 15, 1889, upon Senate resolution of January 29, 1889, and letters of
the honorable Secretary of War and Senator J. H. Mitchell, of Oregon, relating thereto,
lI have investigated as fully as I have been able to do the subject-matter of that reso-

ution.

The first step taken was to publish in the columns of the Oregonian a communication
to the general public setting forth the resolution in question and soliciting authentie
information from any one who could give it as to the organization, service, and person-
nel of Captain Hall’s company. (Copy of communication to the Oregonian appended,
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party; but, upon the whites taking charge of the stock of the murdered pioneers, which
were feeding on the adjacent hills, the wily foe threw off the mask, and began an im-
petuous attack. The troops, greatly outnumbered, fought on the defensive, marching
in retreat, formed in a hollow square, to resist the assaults made on all sides. The first
night the captured stock was turned loose. The next morning the attack and retreat
continued, and the Indians, as the Touchet River crossing was approached, took posses-
sion of it, attempting thereby to cut off the retreat of the troops effectually. Here noth-
ing but the most determined charge and fighting drove off the Indians and enabled the
whites to cross that river and thus escape threatened extermination.

But it was not the policy of the Indians to push matters to extremities. Realizing
that they had raised up a force against themselves which, in the long run, they could
not successfully cope with, and disappointed that the neighboring tribes did not openly
join hands with them in hostilities, the Cayuse were now intent only upon escaping
eastward with their plunder and stock, which they succeeded in doing.

About the middle of May another expedition, also including Hall’s company, was
fitted out to scour the Palouse and Spokane countries. After arrival in the Palouse
country and finding no Cayuse, a detachment was sent off to I'ort Colville for some mis-
sionaries and their families there stationed. Theexpedition, making a wide sweep, pen-
etrating the country where Colfax and Lewiston now stand, and traversing the country
which ten years latter became the theater of Steptoe’s disaster and Wright’s chastise-
ment of the Palouse, returning to Waiilatpu about June 4, having been gone about
three weeks. The Cayuse, as a tribe, had left the country. A few days afterwards the
Colville detachment returned, having successfully accomplished its purpose.

The troops were now started en route for their homes, arriving at Oregon City about
June 20, 1848, where they were promptly mustered out of service, after about six months
of active campaigning. :

In the beginning, when raising volunteers was authorized, there were provided for
and appointed by legislative sanction, a commissary-general and an adjutant-general.
The former appears to have been entrused with supervision of the business affairs of the
troops, equipments, supplies, rations, etc, while the latter kept the records. An ex-
tract from a report of the adjutant-general to the commissary-general as to the amount
due each enlisted man engaged against the Cayuse in this war, in so far asit affects Hall’s
company, is hereto appended, marked ‘‘E.”” It issupposed that these dues were set-
tled at the time. Every non-commissioued officer and private who furnished his own
horse was to receive $1.50 per day; and it will be seen that, making this allowance, the
sums reported as due in Appendix ‘‘ E’’ covered about six mcnths’ service, with such
variations as might be expected under the circumstances.

The Cayuse war was attended by many privations and much suffering on the part of
the troops. These were to some extent the natural incidents of warfare, but aggra-
vated by a defective commissariat. So soon as the 30th of January, on the Des Chutes,
after the fight there, we find the troops killing horses for food. After they succeeded
in recrossing the Touchet from their prolonged coutest of two days and a night with the
Indians camped at Tucannon they found and killed some Indian ponies and ate the
meat with a relish, being the first opportunity they had had to eat since the fight began.
The night after the battle at Sand Hollows or Old Wells, on 24th of February, the whites
slept on the field, without wood, water, or food, awaiting the renewal of the attack the
next morning,.

The secretary of the Oregon Pioneer Society informs me that the papers of Captain
Hall, referred to in the letter of Mrs, L. J. Bennett to Senator Mitchell, dated Rock-
ford, Wash., March 10, 1889 (see Appendix ‘‘ B?’), are now among the papers of that
society, at Salem, Oregon, but he can not give more definite information, for he says
that if he were to go and search for them himself he would not know where to find them,
the records of the society having been removed from the room in the State capitol where
they were formerly deposited.

I bave not succeeded as I desired in procuring certified copies of the proclamations of
the governor calling out and dishanding these troops, nor a copy, duly authenticated, of
their muster-rolls. The natural repository for these documents would be the archives
of the State of Oregon. I have made an effort, through the proper authorities, to
secuare the documents, but thus far without success, although these authorities are doing
all they can in the premises. As, however, it is uncertain what may be the result of
the searches now being made for the desired papers, it was thought best not longer to
delay on that account the preparation and submission of this report.

The survivors of this gallant band of volunteer riflemen are now few in number.
Some have visited and others have written to me. Age has impaired the vigor of their
powers, but their patriotism has not diminished. There can be no doubt but that by
the bold, determined, and aggressive course they took, this section was spared a ruthless
and protracted Indian war. They look forth, with vision dimmed by years, it is true,
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have heard all about it before this letter shall come to hand. It took place on the 30th
of January last and continued for nearly two hours, and resulted in the total defeat and
rout of the Indians. The number of killed and wounded could not be known, but has
been variously estimated at twenty. We do not have tolament the loss of any; one man
only wounded, and he is fast recovering. The battle took place on the east side of the
De Chute River, near 35 miles from this place, near their village, in a large canyon.
Their town was burnt, and, together with it, a great deal of property, amounting to
$3,000 in value. Two men of our party were killed about the same time, within 3 miles
of this place, and also one shot by accident by a sentinel. Perin says he shot two In-
dians during the fight, one of which was a chief. Those who saw him spes.k in the high-
est terms of his bravery and coolness. When the charge was ordered he rushed ahead
with some two or three others [John Engart, S. Y. Cook,—EDS.], near 200 yards in ad-
vance of the company, and took a position behind a knoll, from which place he had sev-
eral good shots at the Indians not more than 60 yards off. He says while he was there
the balls whistled about some of them, cutting the grass just above his head. The In-
dians at last, being severely galled by the firing from that place, took advantage of the
little party when their guns were all empty and made a charge and run them from their
favorite place. In theirretreat I’erin came very near being cutoff. One Indian, mounted
on a swift horse, with spear in hand, rushed within 20 feet of him. He was, howerver,
fired on by Capt. Lawrence Hall, and was glad to wheel and make his escape. I have
given up the charge of the boats, and Colonel Gilliam has given me the appointment of
wagon-master. This leaves me free to act as I please, and releases me from guard duty.
The army is just on the eve of marching for the Blue Mountains, and everything isnoise
and bustle. Perin has requested me when I wrote to you to write also for him. I do
not know what to say for him, unless it is to give you his best respects and say that he
is well.

Please to accept of my kind wishes for yourself and Mrs. Northrup, and give my love
to Mary.

I must conclude by subscribing myself, your most obedient,

L W. SMITH.
Mr. J. L. NorRTHRUP.

UNITED STATES SENATE,
Washington, D. C., March 2, 1889.

SIR: Referring to the investigation recently ordered by resolution of the Senate into
the organization and service of the company known as ‘‘Captain Hall’s company’’ in
the Cayusa war, in Oregon, I beg to hand you the inclosed communication from S, A.
Halcomb, esq., a member of said company. His communication gives the names and
addresses of numerous others, which I beg may be transmitted to the officer making the
investigation at Vancouver. I beg to have an acknowledgment of receipt of this.

I am, very respectfully,
JoHN H. MITCHELL.

Hon. W. C. ENDICOTT,

Secretary of War.
4

WEST UNION, OREGON, February 20, 1889.

SIr: Yours of the 11th ultimo isat hand, inclosing bill 3934. Thatis business; the very
thing that we like, and the resolution to investigate also is right. I hope you will not
allow it to go to sleep for two years to come, norone year, ifitis possible tosecure our rights.
It can be done this yearas well as next. I have always said that you could do, or cause
to be done, all that we asked. I am very thankful for what you have done, and if itis
completed you will see several articles in newspapers to the effect that every Senator
and Congressman that we have had for thirty years had been asked to do something for
us, but fiiled to try. We old lads are not numerous now, but our boys are numerous.
They are thousands—mostly chips of the old blocks. [ ‘will give you names of survivors
of Captain Hall’s company:

Sergt. Peter Enyart, Fossil, Gilliam County, Oregon; Sergt. T. H. Ramsay, St. John’s,
Multnomah County, Oregon; Sergt. T. R. Cornelius, Cornelius, Washington County,
Oregon. Privates: Isaac Butler, Hillshorough, Washington County; Noah J ob, Hills-
borqugh, Washington County; J. C. Brown, Forest Grove, Washington County; L. I.
Garish, Gaston, Washington County; David Harper, Gail’s Creek, ‘Washington County;
Albert Stewart, Forest Grove, Washington County; Asa Williams, Greenville, Washing-
ton County; Robert Walker, Greenville, Washington County; P. G. Northrup, Moun-
taindale, Washington County; S. A. Holeomb, West Union, Washington County, Oregon;
Isaac N. Smith, Tillamook, Tillamook County, Oregon. All of our officers are dead ex-
cept the threesergeants that I have mentioned. Thisis all of the company that I know
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for service and part for money advanced out of his own pocket to pay expenses of jurors
and witnesses’ fees, he taking the Government for it, which he never got. The sum thag
Jacob Stitzel obtained was fraudulently got. I am lefs a lone widow and much in need
of help. I am willing to allow a good fee if you can get something for me.
Write me what can be done, and oblige,
Mgs. L. J. BENNETT.

The Hon. J. H. MITCHELL.
[Indotsement.]

Official copies respectfully referred to the commanding general Department of the
Columbia, through headquarters Division of the Pacific, in connection with previous
papers on the same subject, referred to him on the 28th of February and 6th of March,
1889.

By order of the Secretary of War.
J. C. KELTON,

Assistant Adjutant-General,
ADJUTANT-GENERAL’S OFFICE, Murch 25, 1889.

DEAR Sir: My attention has just been called to your communication of the 16th in-
stant, asking for information concerning the organization and service of what has been
known as Capt. L. Hall’s company of Oregon Monnted Volunteers, ete.

I would say that upon the receipt of the news of the massacre of Dr. Marcus Whit-
man and others, at Wilatkee, in the Walla Walla valley, in December, 1847, George
Abernathy, then provisional governor of Oregon, called for volunteers to muster into
the service of the Territory and proceed to the Walla Walla country to assist what mis-
sionaries and emigrants there were remaining in that country to the Willamette Valley,
and 1o force the Cayuse Indians to surrender up the murderers.

In obedience to said call there were six companies mustere | into service, which was
called the ¥irst Regiment Oregon Mounted Volunteers, commanded by Col. Correlius
Gillem, each company consisting of about sixty officers and men. 1 was a member of
Capt. L. Hall’s company. Said company was mustered into service on or about the 9th
day of January, 1848, with Lawrence Hall, captain; H. D. O’Brien, first lieutenant;
John Enyart, second lieutenant; William Sheldon, first sergeant; P. S, Enyart, second
sergeant; T. R. Cornelius, fourth sergeant. The other non-commissioned officers I
have torgotten. 1 can only give a partial list of the names of the men, as I write
from memory. They are as follows: John B. Hall, A. C. Hall, Isaac Rutter, S. A
Kalteruh, D. Shoomak, A. Williams, A. Stewart, A. C. Brown, Isaac W. Smith, R. No-
Jand, N. Jobe, J. W. Linginfelter, A. Enyart, T. Flemming, R. Walker, A. J. Line-
berger, John Lineberger, A. Kimzy, T. Kimzy, S. Ross, G. Mundin, W. Watters,
Charles Smith, S. Y. Cook, P. G. Northrup, John Elliot, John Lousignaught, S. Fur-
gusson, David Harper, Joseph Scott, William Stokes,

This company, with the others of the regiment, left Portland about the 10th of Jan-
uary, 1848, and proceeded to the Walla Walla country, served about six months in the
Cayuse war, and was mustered out at Oregon City about the 1st of July, 1848, having
done good service in said Cayuse war, but probably nothing more than other companies
in the old regiment.

I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant,
T. R. CORNELIUS.

WiLLiaM E. BIRKHIMER,

Captain, Acting Judge-Advocate, U. S. A., Vancouver, Wash.

PrescorT, WASH., March 26, 1889.

DeAr Srir: Having seen an article in the Oregonian, asking for information re-
garding Capt. Lawrence Hall’s company of Oregon volunteers, and being a member of
that company I will write you what I know of that company. In December, 1847,
there was a call for volunteers, when the company rendezvoused at i ortland, where
they organized, with Lawrence Hall as captain, . D. O’Bryant as first lieutenant, John
Enyard, second lieutenant, William Sheldon, orderly sergeant; the object being to chas-
tise the Cayuse Indians for the massacre of Dr. Whitman and others. Each man fur-
nished his own horse and outfit, and each mess of six furnished a pack-horse to carry
their provisions, etc. Thus we set out on the line of march about January 1, 1848, for

S. Ex. 1—%7






CAPTAIN HALL'S COMFANY OF OREGON VOLUNTEERS. 9

engagement. My sight is so much impaired that I can not see to write, and have to
have a friend do so for me. If you deem it necessary I will state what I know in the

form of an affidavit.
- Isaac W. SMITH,

By I. T. MAULSBY.
Capt, WILLIAM E. BIRKHIMER.

STATE OF OREGON, WASHINGTON COUNTY, April 1, 1889,

DEAR SIR: In answer to your request, I will give the facts to the best of my recollec-
tion. On January 8, 1848, I enlisted in Capt. Lawrence Hall’s company; then started
for the Whitman’s Mission, who had been murdered, him and his wi'e and several
others, by the Indians, and two girls taken prisoners. This is what this company was
called out for. We got the girls, and we got some of the leading ones that were in the
massacre. As it has been solong ago I have forgotten a great many things. I will give
the names of the officers: Lawrence Hall; first lieutenant, Hugh O’Brien; second lieu-
tenant, John Iniard. As to the names, I presume you have them, so I hope you will
excuse my blunders.

Noanm JoOBE.

‘Wu. E. BIRKHIMER.

MOUNTAIN DALE, WASHINGTON COUNTY, OREGON,
April 5, 1889.

DEAR S1R: Your favor of March 16 at hand, and contents duly noted, and I will do
the best I can to answer your questions in regard to Colonel Hall’s company of Oregon
volunteers.

The company was organized about the 20th of December, 1847, at Portland, Oregon,
with officers as follows: .

Hugh O’Brien, as first lientenant; whereabouts unknown.

John Iniard, as second lieutenant; dead.

Dr. Carpenter, physician and surgeon, Salem, Oregon.

General Gillam, as colonel; accidentally killed while in service, and succeeded by
Colonel Waters. :

T. R. Cornelius, first sergeant of guard, Cornelius, Oregon.

Stokes, second sergeant of guard; dead.

In regard to services rendered, each of us furnished our outfit and left Portland about
January 1, 1848; thence via vVuncouver and old Hudson Bay trail to Hood River:
thence crossed river, and thence via Dalles to the Des Chutes; thence crossed and fought
our first battle, called the battle of the Des Chutes; thence returned to The Dalles;
thence went to Willow Creek, where we fought the battle of the Dry Plains; from
thence to Whitman Station; from there we pursued the hostile Indians to Snake River,
where we overtook them and commenced battle, but they were so strong we had to re-
treat back to the crossing of the Touchet, where we turned on them and gave them a
thrashing, from whence they fled to the buffalo country, the last battle lasting two days
and one night; thence most of the company was ordered to Spaulding’s Mission, where
they remained about one month, after which we all returned to Oregon City, where we
were discharged about June 15, 1848, being nearly six months in the service.

I think I will call on you soon and can give you a more definite description of the
battles, ete. If necessary, please let me know.

LIST OF PRIVATES.

Steve A. Holcomb, West Union, Washington County, Oregon,
Isaac Smith, Tillamook, Tillamook County, Oregon,

ODavid Harper, Alvin Brown, Gilbert Mundon, Forest Grove, Washington County,
regon.
Noah Jobe, Cornelius, Washington County, Oregon.
Brazil Grounds, Astoria, Clatsop County, Oregon.
Abner Vaughn, Ace Williams, Greenville, Washington County, Oregon,
Henry Langworthy, Astoria, Clatsop County, Oregon.
Jacob Rhineerson, Rainier, Columbia County, Oregon.
Magoon, John Day’s country, Oregon.
Peter Iniard, Jack Baley, out in John Day’s country.
John Lionbarger, last heard of in California.

Thomas Kimsey, Alvin Kimsey, William Walters, - Walters, out on the Touchet,
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