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2 CHIPPEWA INDIANS IN MINNESOTA.

The act of Congress approved January 14, 1889, provides for the transfer of thess
Indian lands to the United States and for the disposal thereof to private citizens
under the provisions of the homestead law. The act contains no provision to pre-
clude claims for damages on the part of persons who may purchase the land under
the statutory provisions, and such purchasers would hold the title so obtained with-
out qualification and with nothing to restrain them from claiming damages for auy
loss suffered by reason of the operation and maintenance of dams and reservoirs. 48
the Indian owners of these lands have already been paid in full for the damages
inflicted, it is important that proper precautions be taken to avoid incurring any lia-
bility for the same damages to the future purchasers of the lands. It appears, there-
fore, to be necessary that Congress, by further legislation, should provide that when
these Indian lands are disposed of under the provisions of the act of January 14, 1889,
the title granted by the United States shall convey to the holder no right to claim
remuneration for damages resulting from the construction, operation, and mainten-

ance by the Government of dams and reservoirs at the head waters of the Mississippi
River and its tributaries.

A list of these lands is submitted herewith with recommendation that it be trans-
mitted to Congress with request that the act of January 14, 1889, entitled “An act
for the relief and civilization of the Chippewa Indians in the State of Minnesota,”
be so amended that the lands enumerated in this list shall at all times remain sub-
Jject to the right of the United States to construct and maintain dams for the purpose
of creating reservoirs in aid of navigation, and no claim or right of compensation
shall accrue from the overflowing of said lands on account of the construction and
maintenance of such dams and reservoirs.

Subsequently I submitted a draft of a bill to effectuate the purpose set
forth in the foregoing letter and stated that should this proposed bill
be enacted into law a new and revised list of the lands in question
would be carefully prepared, under the supervision of this office, for -
file in the General Land Office, in accordance with the provisions of
section 2 of the said bill. .

The papers were transmitted to Congress by the Secretary of War
December 9, 1892, where they were referred to the Committee on Indian
Aftairs and printed in House Ex. Doc. No. 124, Fifty-second Congress,
second session.

It is proper to state that this action was taken after correspondence
with the Secretary of the Interior, who expressed his approval of the
proposed legislation and his concurrence in my opinion that some
action by Congress on this line was necessary to protect the interests
of the United States. )

So far as known no action has been taken by Congress, and the time
is fast approaching when these lands will have to be disposed of under
the act of January 14, 1889,

The magnitude of the interest involved renders it important to the
United States that some legislation on this subject be had, and I beg
torecommend that the views of the Department contained in the afore-
said House Ex. Doc. No. 124, Fifty-second Congress, second session, be
brought to the attention of the chairman of the Committee on Indian
Affairs of the House of Representatives, with a view to securing action
at the present session of Congress.

ery respectfully, your obedient servant,
THOs. LINCOLN CASEY,

Brig. Gen., Chief of Engineers,
Hon, DANIEL 8. LAMONT,

Secretary of War,






4 CHIPPEWA INDIANS IN MINNESOTA.

OFFICE oF THE CHIEF OF ENGINEERS,
UNITED STATES ARMY,
Washington, D. C., January 7, 1892

SIrR: When the construction of reservoirs at the head waters of the
Mississippi River was undertaken by the United States for the im-
provement of mnavigation, it was known that certain lands situated
within the Chippewa Indian Reservation, in the State of Minnesota,
would be subject to overflow, and consequent damage, as a result of
the construction and maintenance of these reservoirs. These damages
were appraised by commissioners appointed in accordance with law
for that purpose, and by act of Congress approved August 19, 1890,
the sum of $150,000 was appropriated to pay the Chippewa Indians in
full for all claims for damages sustained by them on account of said
Teservoirs.

The act of Congress approved January 14, 1889, provides for the
transfer of these Indian lands to the United States and for the dis-
posal thereof to private citizens under the provisions of the homestead
law. The act contains no provision to preclude claims for damages on
the part of persons who may purchase the land under the statutory
provisions, and such purchasers would hold the title, so obtained,
without qualification and with nothing to restrain them from claiming
damages for any loss suffered by reason of the operation and main-
tenance of dams and reservoirs. As the Indian owners of these lands
have already been paid in full for the damages inflicted, it is important
that proper precautions be taken to avoid incurring any liability for
the same damages to the future purchasers of the lands. It appears,
therefore, to be necessary that Congress, by further legislation, should
provide that when these Indian lands are disposed of, under the pro-
visions of the act of January 14, 1889, the title granted by the United
States shall convey to the holder no right to claim remuneration for
damages resulting from the construction, operation, and maintenance
by the Government of dams and reservoirs at the head waters of the
Mississippi River and its tributaries, ’

A list of these lands is submitted herewith with recommendation that
it be transmitted to Congress with request that the act of January 14,
1889, entitled “An act for the relief and civilization of the Chippewa
Indians in the State of Minnesota” be so amended that the lands enu-
merated in this list shall at all times remain subject to the right of the
United States to construct and maintain dams for the purpose of creat-
ing reservoirs in aid of navigation, and no claim or right of compensa-
tion shall accrue from the overflowing of said lands on account of the
construction and maintenance of such dams and reservoirs.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

THOS, LINCOLN CASEY,
Brigadier-General, Chief of Engineers.
Hon. S. B. ELKINS,

Secretary of War,

Whereas an act of Congress entitled *“An act for the relief and civilization of
the Chippewa Indians in the State of Minnesota,” approved January fourteenth,
eighteen hundred and eighty-nine, provides for the cession to the United States
of certain lands belonging to the Chippewa Indians, in the State of Minnesota,
and further provides for the sale and disposal of the said lands by the United
States in a manner fully set forth and described in the said act: and

‘Whereas certain parcels of the said lande have been damagecd and are liable
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CHIPPEWA INDIANS IN MINNESOTA.

List of Indian lands subject to overflow by the construction and operation of reservoirs
at head waters of Mississippi River-—Continued.

tslgf‘ TS‘;;]‘II; Range. Part of section. tsig%. 'g(ﬁ‘i‘p{l Range. Part of section,
33 56 27 | Lot2; NE. 1 15 144 31 | Lots 1,2,3,4.
34 56 27| W.ANW.:; NE.} NW.3 16 144 31 | Lots 1,2,3.
30 145 25 | Lots 3, 4; STo. } SW. 4. 19 144 31 | Lots 2,3,4,5.
31 145 25 | E.4 NW.$; lots1,2; S.} 20 144 31 | Lots 1,2,3,4,5; S.4 NE.}
3 145 25| S. 4 SWINW. L 21 144 31 | Lots1,2,3,4,5; WA NW.4;
33 145 25| SW. 1; S.1 SE. & NW.:SW.5LELSW;
34 145 251 S. 1 swwg; SE.] SE. } SW.iNE.}.
35 145 25 | SW.3; W.43SE. } 22 144 31 | Lots 1.2
1 144 25 | Lot 9. 28 144 31 | Lots 1, 2, 8,4, 5, 6; E.}
2 144 25 | Lots 1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8, 9, W.3.
10; NW. 3 SW. #; S. 4 29 144 31 | Lots 1, 2, 3, 4, 5; SE.}
SW. & NE.}; NE.2 SE.1.
3 144 25 | N. 3; W.f}SW.é; NE. } 30 144 31 | Lots1,2,3,4.
SW.3; NW.:SE.1; E, 32 144 31| Lots 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6 W.}
$SE.}: lots 5, 7. SE.}; SW.iNEL
4 144 25 | Lots 1. 2. 3, 4, 6,7, 8,9, 14; 33 144 31 | Lots 1,2, 3 4; E.4 W.h
SE.}NE.}; NE.}SE. }. NW.:NW.2.
5 144 % | Lots 1,2,3,4,5,86,7. 2 143 31 | Lots 5,6,7; SW.3 NW.4
6 144 25 | Lots 1,3,1 3 143 31| Lots 3, 4, 5; S. 3 N. k
9 144 25 | Lot 1. SW.}; W.4SE.}; NE.}
10 144 25 | Lots 2,4,5,10. SE.{.
11 144 25 | Lots 1,2,3,4,6,9,18, 14, 17. 4 143 31 AllL
12 144 25 | Lots 1,2.3,4,5.6,7,8,9, 10, 5 143 31| AlL
11,12,13,14; W. § SW. 3. 6 143 31 | Lots 1, 5, 6, 7, 8 SE.i
13 144 25 | AlL 1, S.} NE.4; E.
14 144 25 | Lots 1,4,5,8. SW.1; NW.3SE.4
23 144 25 | Lots 1,4,5,8 7 143 31 | AlL
24 144 25 | All 8 143 31 | Lots1,2,3,4; NE.} NE.},
25 144 25 | Lots 1.2.3,4,5,6,7,8,9, 10, 9 143 31| Lots 1, % 3, 4,5 N.
11; E.} NE. 1. NW.1; NW.} NE.}
2 144 2 | Lots 1,4,5. 10 143 31 | AlL
35 144 25 | Lots 2,5,8,12,13, 11 143 31 | Lots 1,2,3,4,
2 143 25 | Lots 1, 2,5, 6, 9, 12, 14 143 31 | Lots 1,2,3,4
11 143 25 | Lot 4 15 143 31 | All
4 145 26 | Tots 5,6,7, 8. 16 143 31 | Lots 1,2,3,4,6,
5 145 26 | Lots 1, 6,7, 8. 17 143 31 | Lots 2,3.
8 145 26 | SE.1 NE.i; NE.}SE. } 18 143 31 | Lots 1,2.
9 145 26 | Lots 1,2,3,4,5,6,7. 20 143 31 | Lots 1,2, 3,4
10 145 26 | Lots 1, 2, 3, 4; SW. } 21 143 31 | All
NE 22 143 31 | All
14 145 26 | Lots 1,2 3 4; NE, } 23 143 31 | Lots1,2, 34
NW.} NW.} SE. ;. 25 143 31 Lots 1,23, 4
15 145 26 | Lot L. 26 143 31 | Lots1,2 34,586
B | Bl diwmgioNma| se| | oAl
ot1; SE. .3; NE. 28 .
SE. }. g 29 143 31 | NE.$SE. }; SE.NE§
22 145 26 | Lots 1,2. lot1.
23 145 2 | Lots1,2,3,4; NE. } NE.. 32 143 31 | Lots 1,2,3,4,5.
2% 145 26| W.1SW. 1. 33 143 31| All
25 145 26 | Lots 1,2,3,4; S.4 NE. 4. 34 143 31| All
27 145 26 L%t,%vl,*%ghti %‘\}zvv 3 36 143 g} All 1234
. }; NE. Y 1 142 Lots1,2,3, '
SW. } SE. 1. i 2 142 31 | Lots 1,2,3,4,5; SE.  NE.
8 145 26 | Lot 1. 3:N.} SE.}; SW.$SE.
35 145 26 | Lots1,2,3; NW.3 SW. }; 1iSE. 1SW. 1
SE.} SW.1. 3 142 31| All
36 145 26 | Lot L. 4 142 31| all.
1 144 26 | Lots 1,2,3,4; S. 4 NE. }. 5 142 31 | Lots 5,6,7; SE. } SE. %
2 144 26 | Lots 1,2,4.5,6,7,8; NE. } 6 142 31 | Lots 5,6,7,8.
SW. $; SE.2SE. }. 8 142 31| Lot L.
8 144 26 | Lots1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8; SE.} 9 142 31 | Lot L.
E. }. 10 142 31 | AlL
1 144 28 | Lots1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8; SW. 11 142 31 | Lots 1,2,8
NW.}; NW.} SE. 3. 12 142 31 | Lots 1,2,3, 4,5, 6; NW.}
12 144 26 | Lots 1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8; N.} NE 3.
NW. 3; SW. } SW. §; 13 142 31 | Lots 1,2,3.
SW.} NE.}. 14 142 31 | Lots 1,2,3,4
13 144 28 | Lots 3, 4,5. 23 142 31 | Lot 1.
13 144 32| W.4 NW.}; SE.} NW. 4; 2% 142 31| AllL
S. 4. 25 142 31 | Lots 1,2,3,4,5.
14 144 82 | Lot 1. 36 142 31 | Lots 1,2,3,4,
24 144 32 | Lots 1, 2,3, 4, 6,7; E.} 1 141 3. | Lots 2,3, 4.
NW.1; N. .3 2 141 31 | Lots 1,2,3,4,10.
25 141 2 L%tafl, 4, 5, 6, 7; SE. } 1 141 31 Locg 1,2 4,567 Ef
.3 SE. i,
1 143 32 | SE.$;10ts8,10;E. } SW.}. 12 141 31 | Lot1; S.}NW. }: SW. 4
12 143 82 Lot1: NE} NW.}; N.3 13 141 31 | Lot 4.
E. 1 14 141 31| Lot 1.
8| 143 32 | W.iSE.1; NE.3 SW.3; 1] 14 30 | Lot 4: W.}SW.4 SW.
lots 4,7,8. 4 NW. 4,
1 142 82 | Lots 1,11,14,15. 2 144 30 E.iSE.ﬁ.
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