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2 ELIJAH A. GILBERT.

and that whileacting in the line of his duty in an engagement between
Indians and Colonel Forsyth’s scouts on the Arkansas F(_)rk of the
Republican River, Colorado, he received a gunshot wound in the left
breast, in September, 1868, the ball lodging in the left lung where it

still remains. _
The Adjutant-General United States Army, reports: ¢“The Forsyth
scouts were not enlisted men; they were paid by the Quartermaster’s

Department.”
Said Gilbert testifies as follows:

That he has been drawing a pension from the Government of the United States for
reason of a gunshot wound in left breast, and has been drawing said pension since
the 1st day of February, 1877; that he has been drawing said pension under an
assumed name, that of Louis A. McLaughlin, as shown by pension certificate No.
150538 ; that he received the wound for which said pension was allowed while acting
and passing under said assumed name of Louis A. McLaughlin; that his real name
is now and was at the time he was wounded as above stated, Elijah A. Gilbert, and
that he is the identical person named in pension certificate No. 150538 —Louis A.
McLaughlin; that he makes this affidavit for the purpose of having his name changed
on the pension roll from Louis A. McLaughlin to Elijah A. Gilbert—his true and
proper name.

The following is a copy of the act of Congress granting a pension to
said Gilbert, alias McLaughlin.

Be it enacted, etc., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, author-
ized and directed to place upon the pension rolls, subject to the provisions and limi-
tations of the pension laws, the name of Louis A. McLaughlin, late a scout in the
military division of Missouri, and pay him a pension from and after the passage of
this act.

In regard to the change of name from Louis A, McLaughlin to Elijah
A. Gilbert, said Gilbert testifies that—

. I assumed the name of Louis A. McLaughlin in June, 1867. In 1866 I was employed
in Southern Kansas by Indian traders, and along in the latter part of the year while
I was at Cquncil Grove I learned that there had been some robberies of Government
stores, horses, etc., and I gave the information to General Custer at Fort Riley, giv-
ing him the names of such persons as I had learned were implicated. Subsequently
Ilearned that the parties implicated had found out that I had given the informa-
tion, so I left there, and in June, 1867, assumed the name of Louis A. McLaughlin,
and under that name I entered the Government service as a scout, and I was known
ouly by the name of Louis A. McLaughlin while I was in the service, and during
which time I was wounded. i

Said Gilbert presents letters of recommendation from Lieut. Gen.
P. H. Sheridan, Gen. G. A. Custer, Colonel Forsyth,and Lieut. Col.
Henry Inman, United States Army, all commending him on account
of valuable services rendered in Indian campaign in 1868.

Pension certificate No. 150538 shows that a pension of $12 per month
was granted to “ Elijah A, Gilbert, alias Louis A. McLaughlin.”
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