University of Oklahoma College of Law

University of Oklahoma College of Law Digital Commons

American Indian and Alaskan Native Documents in the Congressional Serial Set: 1817-1899

3-24-1896

[Memorial by Mr Hansbrough.]

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.law.ou.edu/indianserialset

b Part of the Indigenous, Indian, and Aboriginal Law Commons

Recommended Citation
S. Doc. No. 239, 54th Cong., Tst Sess. (1896)

This Senate Document is brought to you for free and open access by University of Oklahoma College of Law Digital
Commons. It has been accepted for inclusion in American Indian and Alaskan Native Documents in the
Congressional Serial Set: 1817-1899 by an authorized administrator of University of Oklahoma College of Law
Digital Commons. For more information, please contact Law-LibraryDigitalCommons@ou.edu.


https://digitalcommons.law.ou.edu/
https://digitalcommons.law.ou.edu/indianserialset
https://digitalcommons.law.ou.edu/indianserialset?utm_source=digitalcommons.law.ou.edu%2Findianserialset%2F6010&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/894?utm_source=digitalcommons.law.ou.edu%2Findianserialset%2F6010&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:Law-LibraryDigitalCommons@ou.edu

54TH CONGRESS,} SENATE. { DoCUMENT
1st Session. No. 239.

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES.

May 2, 1896.—Referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs and ordered to be printed.

Mr. HANSBROUGH presented the following

MEMORIAL FROM THE TURTLE MOUNTAIN BAND OF CHIPPEWA
INDIANS IN NORTH DAKOTA, PRAYING THAT THE AGREEMENT
ENTERED INTO ON THE 22D DAY OF OCTOBER, 1892, BETWEEN
THEMSELVES AND THE COMMISSIONERS APPOINTED UNDER
THE INDIAN APPROPRIATION ACT OF JULY 13, 1892, BE SPEED-
ILY RATIFIED AND THE APPROPRIATION FOR THEIR USE,
$1,000,000, PROMISED BY THAT AGREEMENT BE MADE.

TURTLE MOUNTAIN INDIAN RESERVATION,
Belcourt, N. Dak., March 24, 1896.

To the Congress of the United States at Washington, D. C.:

‘We, the undersigned, Turtle Mountain Band of Chippewa Indians in
North Dakota, most respectfully and most earnestly petition you to
speedily ratify the agreement entered into on the 22d day of October,
1892, between us and your Commissioners appointed under the Indian
appropriation act of July 13, 1892, and to appropriate for our use the
$1,000,000 promised by that agreement. But instead of extending the
payment over a period of twenty years or doling out the money to us
in such a manner that we shall derive no permanent benefit from the
same, we beg that at least $200,000 in cash may be paid us the first
year, $200,000 the second year, and $100,000 the third year, after the
ratification of the said agreement by Congress; the balance, amounting
to $500,000, to be placed to our credit, and that the whole amount of
$1,000,000 be at interest at the rate of 5 per cent per annum from the
time it is placed to our credit until paid to us. We desire these cash
payments to enable us to establish permanent homes for ourselves and
children, whether on the Indian reservation proper or on Government
lands on which Indians are permitted to live and take up homesteads;
to purchase lumber for our houses, for machinery, teams, ete., in order
that we may become a self-supporting and self-respecting people and
no longer a charge on the Government.

‘We have been waiting, expecting, and hoping for an adjustment of
our affairs by the Government, and have been unable, for want of suffi-
cient means, to establish permanent homes for ourselves or do more
than eke out a scanty existence. We claim that we are now better pre-
pared to advance with the present times and take upon ourselves the
responsibilities of citizenship together with our white brothers, and
consequently should have these cash payments to enable us to accom-
plish what we have herein set forth.

First by right of occupancy and possession—a valid title always rec-
ognized by the United States Government in dealing with the Indians
of this country—and afterwards by title still more firmly established
by our treaties with the Sioux and other Indians aud by solemn trea-
ties with the United States Government, we were the rightful owners
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Penise-kape-ge-kat, his x mark, seal.
Mechil Allan, his x mark, seal.
Miechil Demorrais, his x mark, seal.
Louis Annyotte, his x mark, seal.
Bettsey Annyotte, his x mark, seal.
Pet-is-a-wi-nin, his x mark, seal.
Ano-ke-che-kwep, his x mark, seal.
Napasish, No. 1, his x mark, seal.
Puyat, his x mark, seal.
Mish-hwan-kuy, his x mark, seal.
Sa-kun-a-ko-skung, his x mark, seal,
Oza-wa-ko-no-ya, his x mark, seal.
Ka-twa-hu-ta-ta-wat, his x mark, seal.
Pepe-wa-na-hirk, his x mark, scal.

John Baptist Azure, No. 2, his x mark, seal.

Peter Payer, his x mark, seal.

Elie Oioier, his x mark, seal.

‘Wm. Grant, No. 2, his x mark, seal.
Andre Dejarlais, his x mark, seal.
Octave Renville, his x mark, seal.
Alexis Montreil, his x mark, seal.
Portia Lafrombois, her x mark, seal.
Mary Jollie, her x mark, seal.
Corni, his x mark, seal.

Ota-yan-ge-qua-na-pik, his x mark, seal.

Ka-ka-ke-pejiki, his x mark, seal.
Abraham Allery, his x mark, seal.
Moses Dion, his x mark, seal.

Baptiste Morin, his x m
Alfred Morin, his x maritr];’e:?al'
Bernhardt Coule, his x mark soal
Chaka-sung, his x mark, sea].
]ékos',thii X mark, seal. '
a-pite-ko-way, his x mar
Andre Morin, sr., his x ma,lr{l’i S::;.]
Jenor Lafontaine, his x mark seal
Marie Louise LeBrun, seal, ’ '
Met-wea-ya-sing, his x mark, sea]
Antoine Berthelette, his x me’u'k s,'ea]
Alphonso St. Grait, his x marlk, sey],
Alexander Azure, his x mark s’eal '
Alexander Caplett, his x marlk seal
Cuthbert Henle, his x mark, séal. '
Theodore Belgino, jr., his x mark, seal
Alex Peltier, Lis x mark, seal, =
Paul Peltier, his x mark, seal.
Ellen Peltier, her x mark, seal.
Baptist Peltier, his x mark, seal.
Adolphus Peltier, his x mark, seal.
Eugeue Pipin, his x mark, seal.
Caroline Smith, her x mark, seal.
Zachary Smith, his x mark, seal.
Mrs. Joseph Henle, sr., her x mark, seal.,
Joseph Rolette, seal.
Alex Morin, his x mark, seal.
Alex Marble, his x mark, seal.

Certificate of Indian agent.

OFFICE INDIAN AGENT TURTLE MOUNTIAN BAND OF
CHIPPEWA INDIANS IN NORTH DAKOTA,

Belcourt, N. Dak., March 24, 1896.
I, Ralph Hall, agent of the Turtle Mountain Band of Chippewa
Indians in North Dakota, do hereby certify that at a general council,
full and timely notice having first been given and held in accordance
therewith, at this agency on the 24th day of March, 1896, at which
council a majority of all the male adult Indians of said band were
present and participated, the foregoing petition to Congress, relative
to the ratification of a certain agreement on the 22d day of October,
1892, between said Indians and a Commission appointed under the
Indian appropriation act of July 13, 1892, and various other matters,
was read, interpreted, and fully explained to said Indians by Joseph
Rolette, interpreter, all in my presence, and said petition was then and
there agreed to and fully adopted and passed in council by said Indians,
which petition represents the wishes of the majority of the male adults
of the said Turtle Mountain Band of Chippewa Indains in North
Dakota.
Witness my hand this 24th day of March, 1896.
RAaLPH HALL,
United States Indian Agent.

Oertificate of interpreter.

I, Joseph Rolette, do hereby certify that I acted as interpreter for
the Turtle Mountain Band of Chippewa Indians in North Dakota, ata
general council held by them on the 24th day of March, 1896, at Bel
court, N. Dak., and that a majority of all the adult male Indians of said
band were present, and that I interpreted and fully explained the fore:
going petition to Congress, and that after said interpretation and
explanation it was agreed to and passed by them.

Witness my hand, this 24th day of March, 1896.

JOSEPH ROLETTE, Interpreter.
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