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2 ARID LANDS OF THE UNITED STATES.

Maj. Powell, Director of the Geological Survey, has expressed the
opinion that 100,000,000 acres of this arid region can be redeemed by
irrigation through the utilization of stream waters.

Mr. Newell, as shown in Census bulletins, estimates that 70,000 acres
of land are now irrigated in the semihumid plains region, and that
about 4,000,000 acres are irrigated in the arid region proper. It can
not be stated with aceuracy what amount of irrigable lands yet remain
unreclaimed.

The greater portion of the land proposed by the bill to be ceded is in
its present condition of little practical value, but is capable of being
appreciated beyond computation Ly processes of irrigation; but to
accomplish its reclamation and successful development will require
long time, careful treatment, and great expenditure of money. Itis
now comparatively an arid waste, forbidding to the home-seeker, though
fraught with untold possibilities. This land, urged by the necessities
of our mighty civilization—the demands of our large and constantly in-
creasing population for homes—the necessary development of its latent,
though inecalculable resources, cries out for redemption from its now
unprofitable condition.

It is not in keeping with the progress of the age, the growth and
dignity of our country, and the wants of our people that it should
remain in its present unproductive condition. It must be rendered
habitable. It can not, and ought not to, remain a perpetual wilderness
and destitute of useful results. KEither the United States must sooner
or later accomplish its reclamation by direct appropriations from the
Federal Treasury, by the construction and maintenance of irrigation
works and the operation of the multiplied and manifold agencies for its
development, or, failing so to do, it must leave it to the States and
Territories within which it is embraced, iu their own way, to work out
that salvation which is possible.

If the Federal Government is to do this work it may well take notice
that the ultimate demands upon its Treasury will be enormous, far be-
yond any present accurate calculation, but certainly at an expense far
in excess of auything it has yet encountered for any specific object of in-
ternal improvement, reaching even billions of dollars. Nor can the point
be overlooked and ignored that, it the National Government shall under-
take the execution of this immense enterprise, it must perform that
function in an impartial and ecomprehensive manner; it can not afford
to lavish its expenditures on any favored locality, but it will be con-
strained, in all fairness and propriety, to treat the distinct, special, and
local problems of reclamation in a suitable way wherever they may arise,
as well in one State or Territory as another.

To do all that will be expected of it, and that the exigencies will
require, will be simply impossible of accomplishinent. Nor is it believed
that the taxpayers of the country remote from the arid region will be
induced to consent to the outlay necessary for such a purpose. When
the magnitude and far-reaching consequences of such a proposition are
considered and understood in all their phases, it is reasonable to
assume that thoughtful, prudent, and economic men will conclude that
the General Government, essaying this object, has a work upon its
hauds from which it may well pray deliverance, if that deliverance can
be had in a manner consistent with sound public policy, just to the
whole people, advantageous to the people most directly concerned, and
upon their voluntary acceptance of the burden and assumption of the
responsibility involved.

If the General Government, with full knowledge of the colossal
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