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4 P. B. SINNOTT.

of the United States against P. B. Sinnott to recover balances alleged to be due on his
official bonds. The principal items of difference between Mr. Sinnott and the Gov-
ernment arose upon his claim to be allowed moneys paid for salary for C. D. Folger,
superintendent of farms and mills. Mr. Sinnott claimed, and I think in good faith,
that the services of Mr. Folger were necessary upon the reservation, but that he
would have been discharged had he known that it was the wish of the Department
that he should be discharged, but that having written and requested a revocation of
the order disapproving his first appointment and having received no answer to that
letter, he believed it had been revoked, or at least his continued employment sanc-
tioned ; and Mr. Sinnott testified, and I think truly, that he did not receive the last
two letters from the Department persisting in the disapproval of the appointment of
Folger, and suggested that probably Folger, who was his clerk, may have taken and
suppressed those letters. I think this theory is quite probable from all the circam-
stances in the case.

“The court in deciding the case refusing to allow Mr. Sinnott in his accounts the
moneys paid Folger, acted upon the theory that the first letter disapproving of Fol-
ger’s appointment was enough, and that thereafter Sinnott, no matter what he may
have written to the Department, to which he received no answer, had no right to
think he was authorized to continue to employ Folger. I think this theory is strictly
correct and that the court, in trying the strict legal rights of the parties, could not
well have adopted any other, but I think that equitably, Sinnott having acted under
a mistake as to his rights and duties in the premises, and the Government having had
the benefit of the employment and services of Folger, this is a proper case for relief,
not through the courts but through legislation. :

¢ Mr. Sinnott, I am satisfied, has been a very honest officer and very faithful in the
discharge of his duties, and in this case he has beer guilty only of a mistake as to his
rights and duties in the premises. °

¢ Very respecttully,
¢“JamMEs F. WATSON.”

As bearing upon the integrity and faithfulness of Mr. Sinnott, Hon. R. H. Lamson,
formerly a lieutenant in the United States Navy, now clerk of the United States courts
for Oregon, submits the following certificate:

[Office of the clerk of the United States courts for the district of Oregon.]

PORTLAND, OREGON, March 15, 1886.

I hereby certify that I have known Mr. P. B. Sinnott, late United States Indian
agent for the Grande Ronde Reservation, during the last fifteen years; that I resided
for several years in the vicinity of the reservation while Mr. Sinnott was Indian
agent; and I know of my own personal knowledge that Mr. Sinnott was considered
by the people living in the vicinity of the reservation and having knowledge of the
character of his administration to be an efficient, honest, and faithful agent, who
discharged all his duties to the best of his knowledge and ability, and to the general
satisfaction of all concerned.

R. H. LAMSON,
Clerk United States Courts, Oregon.

The following afidavits of Hon. W, K. Kuykendall, Hon. G. C. Litchfield, H. C,
Rowell, and A. D. Babcock will show the necessity for the employment of some such
person as Mr. Folger in the capacity in which he was employed :

STATE OF OREGON, County of Polk, ss:

I, W. H. Kuykendall, being first duly sworn, say I am a resident and property
holder of Polk County, Oregon, and have been for the past thirty-two years; that my
residence is situate 24 or 3 miles distant from the Grande Ronde Indian Agency, and
that I am a farmer and cattleman, and as a result of said avocations 1 have been
thrown in daily contact with the Indians of said Grande Ronde Agency, buying and
trading cattle with them, and became thoroughly acquainted with them, their dis-
positions, requirements, and necessities; that it is and always has been necessary to
employ a competent man to assist the agent in performing the duties devolving upon
him in the capacity of agent of said reservation, and C. D. Folger was employed as
such conipetent person to render the aforesaid assistance in the capacity of superin-
tendent of farms and mills; that I believe that the employment of the said C. D.
Folger was a necessity for che welfare of the Indians on this the aforesaid Grande
Ronde Reservation.

W. H. KUYKENDALL.

Subscribed and sworn to before me this 27th day of February, 1886.
LSEAL. ] J. T. Simpsox,
Notary Publie
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