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REPORT
OF

THE

CO~IMISSIONER

OF INDIAN AFFAIRS.
DEPARTMF.NT OF THE INTERIOR,

Office if Indian Affai?·s, October 31, 1863.
SIR: In submitting this, my third annual report, I regret that, in consequence
of the failure of several of the superintendents and the agents connected ~'ith
their superintendencies to make their annual reports as required by the regulations of the department, I am unable to present as fully as I otherwise would
the condition of our relations with the Indians throughout the country.
The accompanying papers, consisting of such annual reports as have been
received from superintendents and agents, and of such other communications to,
and correspondence with, this office, as is believed to be of interest to .the public,
will present in detail the information and suggestions upon which I have acted
in conducting the business of the office during the past year, and in the preparation of this report. A perusal of these papers will, as I believe, show that
while our relations with the Indians of the country are not in all respects satisfactory, and in some localities are interrupted by actual hostilities, they are, in
the main, as much so as, in view of the great social and political disturbances
growing out of the present war for the maintenance of the entire social and
political fabric, is reasonably to be expected.
Before proceeding to treat particularly of the wants and requirements peculiar
to the respective superintendencies and independent agencies from which annual
reports have been received, I desire to submit for your consideration a few
sugges' ions in regard to the general management of our Indian relations, which,
if earried into effect, will, I believe, be attended with the most beneficial
results.
As the end and o~ject of all governments should be the happiness and welfare
of the governed, so the object of all our efforts in behalf of the Indian should
be the improvement of his condition, and to that end the adoption of that
policy which promises the most rapidly to increase his intelligence, promote his
happiness, and finally effect his civilization. The plan of concentrating Indians
and confining them to reservations may now be regarded as the fixed policy of
the government. The theory of thi1:3 policy is doubtless correct; but l am
satisfied that very grave errors have been committed in carrying it into effect.
Prominent, and perhaps the chief among these, is the establishment of numerous
small reservations within a given territory. vVhile these reservations remain
outside and beyond the limits of our settlements, and the Indians can be permitted to leave them in pursuit Gf the game which abounds throughout most of
the unsettled regioos of the country, t.he evil to which I allude is not so apparent. But when the tide of emigration, which, in this country, is advancing
with such wonderful rapidity, sets in upon the country in which the reservations
are located, and the line of our settlements is so far advanced as to include them,
the result is found to be most disastrous to the Indians. 1'he game is gradually
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driven from the country, the simple arts .of the Indian become insufficient to
supply his wants, the worst classes of our own people collect around his reservation, and by means of gambling, the whiskey traffic, and every species of vice
and immorality, to all of which the Indian seems to be unusually prone, they
not only plunder and filch from him the supplies furnished him by tho government, but they also cause him to lead a life of idleness, beggary, and vic~, and
he becomes a vagrant of the worst species, and a most intolerable nuisance to
the settlements in the midst of which his reservation is situated. It is apparent
that the establishing of numerous small reservations in every part of a territory,
and locating upon each a tribe or band of Indians, only serves to increase their
exposure to the evils to which I have alluded. I believe that the most efficient
remedy for these evils will be found in concentrating· the various tribes within
suitable territories set apart for their exclusive use, and the enactment of such
laws as will effectually prevent all whites settling among them, excepting only
such soldiers and officers as may be actually required in order to preserve peace
among the Indians, enforce the necessary police regulations, instruct the young,
and render the necessary aid to the adults while acquiring a knowledge of the
arts of civilized life. I am aware that it will require time, patience, and persevering effort to thus concentrate all the Indians within our borders, and to
perfect the details of a system for their management, education, and control;
but am fully persuuded that in the end it will be f(mnd much more economical
than our present system, vfill be more simple in its operation, and in its results
will be of inestimable value to the Indians.
1 have frequently urged the propriety of the system of allotting land to
Indians, to be held by them in severalty, in the strongest terms of commendation, and in this regard my experience and observation have not in the least
changed my opiuion. Indeed it seems to me perfectly manifest that a policy
designed to civilize and recl:tim the Indians within. our borders, and induce
them to adopt the customs of civilization, must of necessity embrace, as one of
its most prominent features, the ideas of self-relirmce and iudividual effort, and,
as an encouragement of those ideas, the acquisition and ownership of property
in severalty. It is eqt.wlly apparent from the antecedents and the present surTotmdings of the Indians that their first efi(:n:ts for the attainment of civilization
should be directed towards the acquisition of a knowledge and practice of the
simple arts of husbandry and pastoral life. From these two propositions it is
easy to arrive at the conclusion that the theory of allotments of land to be held
by the Indians in severalty is correct. The error . into which I think we have
fallen, in the practice of this theory, bas been in making a general allotment to
all the individuals of a band or tribe who could be induced to make a selection
without regard to the disposition of the allottee to occupy the land allotted him,
his previous good conduct, or his ability to cultivate or derive any benefit therefrom. This practice should be abandoned, and in its stead we should make the
allotment of a tract of land to the Indian a special mark of the favor and ar)probation of his "Great Father," on account of his good conduct, his industry, and
his disposition to abandon tl1e ancient customs of his tribe, aud engage in the
more rational pursuits of civilization.
I Sltbmit these suggestions as being applicable to our entire policy in the
management of our Indian relations, and with your approbation shall be pleased
to render every aid in my power in carrying them into practical efiect. Such
other suggestions and recommendations as seem to me suitable and appropriate
will be found under the heads of the respective superintendencies and independent agencies.
OREGON.

A perusal of the various reports from this superintendency shows that very
comiderable progress has been made in reclaiming the Indians, and that with

REPORT OF

THE SECRETARY OF TilE INTERIOR.

131

proper effort on our part our ·relations with all the tribes within its limits may
in a. sh0rt time be placed in a sati~factory condition.
During the past year uninterrupted peace has been maintained with all the
Indians with whom treaties have been negotiated, and a very la.rge proportion
of those who have heretof'}rC escaped from the reservations and been the cause
of much complaint on thr. part of the whites have been returned. Between the
Ca.scaue mountains and the const there i.s but one band, numbering about sixty,
who arc not located upon reservations. East of those mountains all the Indians,
except portions of the Klamaths and 1\fodocs, are in a state of active hostility.
~l'heir numbers are Ci:$timated at about five thousand. The country they occupy
abounds in golu fields, to which large numbers of miners have resorted. It i11
also traversed by emigrant routes leading from the cast to Oreg·on. To the
emigrants and miners the hostility of the Indians is a source of great annoyance,
and no time should be lost in an endeavor to secure amicable relations with
them, which, it is believed, .ma,y be reauily accomplished. '.rhe necessity and
importance of immediate action in this regard will be apparent from a pernsal of
a report from Lieutenant Colonel Drew to Brigadier General "'\Vright, to be found
among the accompanying papers, to which I invite especial attention.
Within the superintendency there are the following agencies, viz: the Umatilln, \Varm S priugo, G-rande Ronde, Siletz, and Alsea.
'.rhe I ndi:ms of the Umatilla reservation are the \Valla W alias, Cayuses, and
Umatillas, of whom there are about nine hundred. 'l'hey are regarded as superior in point of physical and intellectual power to most of the Indians of the
State, and have otic of the best of locations for the purposes of an Indian re::Jervation. Cousiderable dissatisfaction e:s:i::tts among them in consequence of a
failure hitherto to complete the mills to which they arc entitled under the provisions of their treaty of 1855. An appropriation was made in 1860 for tha
purpose of erecting these mills, a large part of which, under a former agent, was
expended without any adequate result. I believe that an additional appropriation of say five thousand dollars will be sufficient to complete these mills, and
that, upon their completion, the couuition of the Indians will rapidly, improve,
::;o tha.t but few yean; will elapl:le until the reservation will be self-sustaining.
At the Wann Springs reservation are located the confederated tribes of .Mid- .
dle Or<·gon, numbering from one thousand to twelve hundred souls. 'l'heir
re::Jervation is completely ii:\olntec1, and on that account is valuable for the purposes for which it is intended. 'rhe Indians are reported to have made greater
progrc~>:l <luring the past year than in any preceding period of five years. Many
of th<'m have built for thcmi3elvcs houses, and have opened and are cultivating
:-:mall farms, from which they derive a comfortable subsistence. llut for an unfortunate provi1:1ion in their treaty, by ·which the privilege of leaving their reservation for the _purpo:;c of fishing and grazing stock is secured to them, it is not
lloubtcd that the Indians would rapidly improve. Under this provision they
claim and exercise the right of leaving the reserve and visiting the fisheries upon
the Columbia and other rivers, and are thus enabled to procure large quantitio;;s
of whiskey, which, besides its pernicious effects upon them, causes them to be
exceedit:gly annoying to the whites. 'I'he superintendent is of the opinion that
for three thousand dollars, in presents of agricultural implements and other useful
articles, they would he willing to abrogate this provision of their treaty. If thii
be so, I know of no like expenditure that would be productive of more beneficial
rc~mlts, and I respcctfulty request that an appropriation of that amount be solicited for the purpose indicated.
'l'he G-rande Ronde agency is situated near the centre of the coast reservation
:md is the oldest in the t;tate, and its Indians the most .advanced in civilization
of any in the superintendency. '.rhe agency is near the summit of the coast
range of mountains; its soil is a heavy clay, and, owing to its elevation, the climate
is several degrees colder than that of the valleys. Notwithstanding these several
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disadvantages, the most of the Indians have comfortaLle hom:;cs and farms from
which they derive a plentiful !?-upply for all their wants. 'l'he improvements of
the agency had at mte time been suffered to fall into a very dilapidated condition,
but through the eincicnt management of the present agent they have Leen placed
in good repair, :.md the Indians are exhibiting the most gratifying evidences of
improvement.
The Siletz agency is the best adapted to the purposes for which it was located
of any in the State. It is situated near the centre of the coast r<~~ervation, and
is separated from the white settlements by a range of mountains nearly forty-five
miles in extent, and is thereby, during the warm month~, almost, and in the
winter wholly isolated, so tbat the Indians su:ffer but little from the vices which
are consequent upon the close proximity to the whites. It has uumerous streams
traversing its limits, abounding in fish, while the adjacent mountains furnish an
abundance of game. The soil is cxcell~ut, producing fair crops of small grain,
and is unsurpassed in tltc }Jroduction of vegetables.
At the last census the Indians numben·d sometl1ing over two thousand, and
many of thrm duri11g the pHst year have Luilt good house~, 1vith no other assistance from the agent than the furni::hing of nails. 'I'hey l1avc also opened and
fenced numerous small fields which me cultivated mainly by tl1eir own labor.
rrhe majority of the Indians are, however, very unsettled in their habits, a:td
but little disposed to m1gage in agricultural or mrchanical pursuits. This disposition to idleness and to adhere to their old customs is mainly attributable to
the uncerta-inty in their relations to the government. In 1855 a treaty was
negotiated with these Indians, and some five or six hundred others, who have
since abandoned the agency and arc living with other tribes, by which all the
territory between the coast mountains on the east, and the Pacific on the west,
and extending from the Golumbia river on the north to the southern boundary
of Oregon, was celled to the United States. The territory tlm~ ceded includes
many of the most thriving settlements and towns in the State. 1'his treaty was
laid before the Senate, but, for some reason to me unknown, has l1itlwrto failed
to receiYe the assent of that body; con seq nently its provisions have never been
carried into effect, and such m:~istancc as has Leon rendered to the IlH1ians has
been derived mainly from the annual appropria.tion for removal and subsistence
of Indians not under treaty stipulntions. 1'he 1ndians, relying upon the promises made by the former supcrinteudeut, Palmer, by whom the treaty was negotiated, promptly removed to the stipulated reservation without awaiting the
ratification of the treaty. They now complain, and justly, that th.cy have .sold
all their former possessions, which have been taken possession of by the whites,
and that they have realized none of the benefits which they were assured would
1·esult from the treaty. 'l'his, as already intimated, is a source of much disRatisfaction among the Indians, many of whom have abandoned the re:-:crvntion. It
is also embarrassing to the agents and other employes in clutrge of tlw agency,
since there is no provision upon which they can rely in adopting a policy for the
improvement of the Indians, which, to be effectual, must be continued through a
series of years. ·whether we con8ider the value of the territory ceded, the requirements of good faith to the Indians, the improvements which, fi·om their
known character and di:-:position, may reasonably be anticipated from a suitable
and permanent provision for their welfare, the numbers of the Indians to be
benefited, or the advantage to be derived by ourselves in the concentration of
so many Indians who will otherwise scatter and become exceedingly annoying,
each and every conRicleration, in my judgment, requires that their treaty should
be ratified, and its provi;:;ions carried into effect. I trust that thi;:; subject may
be commended to the favorable consideration of the Senate, and that, in case it
shall be found that the treaty now negotiated is objectionable in its provisions,
the necessary measures may be adopted authorizing further negotiations, having
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foe their object the permanent settlement and adj ustmcnt of our relations with
these Indians.
'l'hc ALea sub-agency is located about eight miles below the mouth of the
Alsea bay, and is completely shut in on the one hand by the Pacific, and by
mountains and sand-hilll:l on the other. At this agency are five hundred and
twenty-one Indians of the follo"ring tribes or bands, viz: the Alseas, Cooses,
Umpquas, and Senslaws, all of whom are parties to the treaty already named
as not having been ratified. Like their brethren at the Siletz agency, tlwy are
greatly dissatisfied because of their treaty not having been carried into effect.
'l'he amount of arable and pasture laud at this agency is very limited, but is
amply sufficient for the wants of the small number of Indians. They have the
best of fishcrie:::;, and an abundance of game is found in the adjacent mountains,
so that, with but little assistance from the government, they would very soon be
in comfortable circumstances, and the agency become self-supporting.
From the foregoing summary of Indian affairs within this superintendency it
will be seen that, considering· the vast amoun't of good to be accomplished for
the whites as well as the Indians, they may, by a comparatively small outlay,
be placed in a mo::;t satisfactory and promising condition. I most <>arncstly
commend the whole subject to your consideration, and through you to that of
the approaching Congress, and trust that the various recommendations aud suggestions may be carefully considered and meet with that liberal response to
which I believe them entitled.
CALIFORNIA SUPERINTENDENCY.

The condition of Indian affairs within this superintendency is to me far from
satisfactory, and I am fully satisfied that it can be materially improved as well
in regard to economy as in promoting the welfare of the Indians and ridding
the whites of the inconvenience and annoyance inseparable from the present
system, or rather want of system, in organization.
'l'he State i::; uivided into two districts, the northern and southern, involving
the necessity of two superintending agents, both of whom reside at San Francisco, and both requiring offices and cl~rk.'l. This, as I conceive, nearly, if not
quite, doubles the expense of the service performed.
'l'he duties of a superintendent in Califomia, who should perform all the
labor iucident to that position for the entire State, would not, in my opinion,
prove more onerous than arc those of the respective sup .. rintendents of several of
the superintendencies, and would certainly be far less so than are those of the
central and southern. I see no goou reason, then, why the government should
be buruened with the expense of two superintendents.
Within the northern district there are four Indian reservations owned by the
government, viz: Klamath, Mendocino, Nome Lacke, and Round Valley. 'l'he
first three of these are almost ·worthless as reserves. 'J.1he buildings and improvements have been suffered to fall into decay, the adjacent country is occupied and owned by whites, and many settlers, under one pretext or another, by
permission of agents and without permission, have goue upon the reservations;
and the result has been, that they are almost entirely abandoned by the Indians,
who prefer to gain a precarious living as best they may, rather than F<ubmit to
those vexations and aggressions incident to so close a proximity to the whites,
and often leading to arson, robberies and murde1·, as well on the part of the
whites as the Indians. 'Vhether the whites or the Indians are the more blamable for this state of affairs, it is· very evident that these three reservations are
no longer desirable for the purposes for which they were established. Were it
possible to rid them of the presence of white settlers, I should still favor their
abandonment, for the rea.son that the country immediately adjacent is occupied
Ly whites. '.rhe constant collisions that have occurred between the two races
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~ince the settlement of the State by the whites, and the measures of retaliation
adopted by each, have engendered such a feeling of hostility and vindictiveness
as to render it in the highest degree improbable that the Indians would be permitted to live in peace upon these reservations, however much they might be
disposed so to do.
.
In obedience to a resolution passed at the secrmd session of the thirty-seventh
Congress, inquiries were instituted as to the propriety of reducing the numb er
· of Indian reservations within this State, the proper locations for such as might
be retained, &c. The result of this investigation was snch as to induce me in
making my last annual report to strongly recommend the enlargement of the
Round Valley reservation, and the establishment of another at Smith's river.
The reservation at Round Valley, could jt be enlarged in the manner theu
recommended, and all the white settlers removed therefrom, would in my opinion
become by far the most eligible location for Indian purposes within the limits
of the northern district. It is in the inte.rior of the State; it is not adjacent to
the mineral regions. Enlarged in the manner proposed\ it would be so completely
shut in by mountains as to be almost inaccessible; its area would be ample
for the accommodation of all the Indians in the interior and northern portions
of the State. Its climate is delightful and heHlthy. It has some six or eight
thousand acres of arable land; is well watered and timbered. The th ree forks of
Eel river would supply an abundance of fish, and the adjacent mountainous
regions would furnish the "hunting grounds" so essential to the wants of the
Indian while uncivilized. ':['he only objection to the immediate enlargement of
ibis reservation and its occupation by the Indians is the prese'nce of white settlers, many of whom have doubtless just and equitable titles to the homes they
have acquired. Ji'rom information derived througl1 late Superintending Agent
Hanson, I have no doubt that such of the settlers as have just titles to their
claims could be induced to sell the same to the government upon fair t erms;
nor have 1 any doubts that the purchase of these claims, the enlargement of
this reservation as suggested, and the removal therefrom of all whites, except
such as are required to conduct the official business of the government with the
Indians, is a part of the only feasible plan which has yet been suggested for
reducing our refations with the Indians of California to an economical and satisfactory system.
I regard it as essential to a proper location of the Indians of the northern
district that there should be two reservations, one to be located in the interiorf
and the other upon the Pacific coast. It is said to be a fact, notorious to all observers, that Indians reared in the interior, anJ accustomed fro:n childhood to
its products, cannot be induced to remain upon the coast; and that those raised
on the coast, and accustomed to sea-fish and weed, cannot be induced to r emain
in the interior. For the former, Round valley is a suitable home ; and for the
latter, Smith River valley, or some other location, should be had.
·
Smith River valley is in the extreme northwest corner of the · State; on its
north and east encompassed by mountains, so that no whites are likely to settle
within twenty or thirty miles in those directions; on the south and west is the
·Pacific. The only entrance to the valley is in the southeast, and this is extremely narrow, rendering it practicable to almost wholly isolate the Indians,
and secure them from the pernicious results which so invariably follow a contact with the whites. In adClition to this valuable consideration, to which, in
my judgment, too much importance cannot be attached, the valley is well watered
and timbered, and has a suitable amount of arable land, while the adjacent mountains furnish an abundance of game, and the Pacific the best o( fisheries. Government is now paying rent for the cultivated land of this valley at the rate of
five dollars per acre, a price enormously disproportioned to the value of the
improved land, all of which ean he purchased, as I am informed, at rates averaging a little less than twelve dollars per acre. I know of no way to avoid
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these exorbitant charges for rent, except by the purchase of the land, or the establishment of a reservation at some other point upon the coast.
I have no doubt that, by timely action, we may yet secure for these people a
home in the land of their birth, and feel that I should illy discharge my duty
if I failed to urge upon you, and through you upon Congress, the importance
of immediate action. Unless a tract of country is soon set apart for the use of
the Indians, and its title secured to them, every available portion will be occupied by whites, and the Indians driven, by inevitable necessity, into a life of
vagabondage and crim<', resulting in constant annoyance and vexation to the
whites, in fr<'quent collisions between the two races, and, I fear, at last in the
extinction of the red race.
On the 13th of January last I submitted for your consideration a communication from Superintending Agent Wentworth, informing me that hostilities had,
to some extent, commenced with the Indians inhabiting that part of California
known as the Owen's River valley, and expressing, in the strongest manner, his
apprehensions that a general war would ensue with those Indians unless immecHate measures should be adopted by Congress, having for their object the pacification of the Indians, and the securing to them of some portion of the horne of
their ancestors, where they could live unmolested by the white::~. I regret to
say that the apprehensions of Superintending Agent \Ventworth have since been
fully realized. 'I'he course of events in this valley is a forcible illustration of
the wisdom and importance of entering into treaty relations with the wild Indians
of our territories, prior to the occupation of their country. Here was a country
extending from the eastern slope of the Sierra Nevada to the great desert, inhabited by several thou:3a.nc1s of wild and warlike Indians, with whom we have
hitherto failed to establish amicable relations, or, indeed, to hold any official
intercourse whatever. 'l'he country had been in the unmolested possession of
this people for generations, and was ample for their sustenance and support. In
an evil day for them, it is discovered that their mountain gulches and ravines
abound in the precious metals, and forthwith, in utter disregard of the rights of
the Indians, and by resorting to precisely the sal\l1e means as those employed
towards the wild beasts of the country, a tide of emigration sets in upon them
and begins to despoil them of their homes, the graves of their ancestors, and
the nieans of supplying their rude and simple wants. Surely, it could not be
supposed that all this could be accomplished without any manifestations of opposition and hostility on the part of the Indians; and it cannot be doubted that,
aside fi·om the humanitarian and moral aspe~s of the subject, it would have
been far more economical had we treated with these Indians; obtained from
them by fair purchase such portions of their country as are desirable for our '
people; secured to the Indians a location where they could live in peace, and
where we could grn,dually suLject them to those influences which would, in the
end, reclaim them from their wild and barbarous modes of life. All this, I fully
believe, might have been done if we had been prompt to recognize the rights of
the Indians, and to prepare them for the occupation of their country. The opportunity has now passed, and it is probably not an overestimate to say that,
besides the valuable lives of our own citizens as well as the lives of the Indians
that have already been sacrificed, we have already expended and incurred liabilities in our military operations against these Indians more than double the
amount that would have been required to establish relations with them upon the
basis of a firm and lasting friendship.
I have no doubt that hostilities may yet be terminated in this region much
more speedily· by negotiation than by military power, and that thousands of
treasure and many valuable lives may be saved. I trust that the subject will
receive from Congress the consideration its importance demands, and that such
legi:3lation may be had as will not only result in a speedy termination of these
troubles, but will also harmonize the conflicting interests of the whites and In-
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dians throughout the State, and produce in the conduct of our Indian relations
that order and system which is so imperatively demanded.
NEW MEXICO.

The principal tribes of this superintendency are tho Navajoes, the Apacl1es,
and the Utahs. 'l'he Navajoes occupy the western portion of the 'Territory, and
are the most powerful and hostile tribe within it::; limits. But l ittle progress has
been made in reducing them to submission to the authority of our government,
and they prove themselves a source of constant vexation and alarm to all our
exp0sed settlements. The nature of the country and the character of their
organization is such that it has hitherto been fourid impossible, with the forces
sent against them, to produce any permanent and decisive results. Their country
abounds in mountain fastnesses, rendering it extremely difficult for any adequate
military force to pursue them to their retreats, or inflict upon them a blow v>hich
has any considerable effect in breaking their power.
'They are Tepresented as an ingenious and skilful people in manufacturing
blankets and other fabrics, in the cultivation of wheat and corn, and as being in
all other respects far in advance of all other tribes within the Territory.
The Apaches consist of three bands, viz: Jicarillas, occupying the northeastern portion of the Territory; the 1\fescaleros, occupying th e southeastern
portion, and the Gila Apaches the extreme southwest. With the exception of
some four hundred of the Mescaleros, who are located at Bosque Rodondo, under
charge of Agent Labadi, these Indians are also hostile, and constantly engaging
in the commission of depredations against the whites . •The four hundred ::tbove
mentioned have, during the past eeason, under the immediate supervision of .t heir
agent, cultivated some two hundred acres of land, and at last accounts had a
prospect of an abundant harvest, the result mainly of their own labor.
The Utahs of this superintendency are also divided into three bands, one
located in the northeastern part of the Territory, and the other two in the northwestern. 'l'hey are a powerful and ·warlike race, are expert hunters, and manifest but little disposition to abandon their ancient customs and modes of life.
A few of them have, however, manifested a disposition to engage in agricultural
pursuits.
The Indians known as Pueblos are an agricultural people, possessing many
excellent traits of character. 'l'hey are unwavHing in their loyalty and devotion to the government, and hav:e proven of inestimable service in protecting
the frontier settlemente.
•
In my former annual·reports I have called attention to the imperative necessity of concentrating the powerful and warlik~ Indians of this superintendency
upon suitable reservations. It is now fifteen years since we acquired possession
of the Territory, and, so far as I can judge, the security and protection afforded
by government to the lives and property of our citizens is but little if any better
than at the outset. Hitherto there seemt< to have been no systematic policy pursued in the government and control of the Indians. They have been permitted
to roam N.most at will throughout the Territory, and have engaged in the commission of innumerable depredations upon tl1e property, liberty, and liYes of the
white inhabitants. Doubtless many of their acts of hostility have resulted
from wanton attacks upon them on the part of the whites, but many more l1ave
resulted from the occupation of their country by whites who have driven out
the game upon which, to a great extent, they were accustomed to rely for subsistence, thus reducing them to want, and impelligg· them to resort to plunder,
and this in its turn leading to measures of retaliation. Occasionally, outrages
of unusual enormity are perpetrated, and these are followed by military expeditions against the Indians, which usually result in nothing more than the killing
or capture of a few Indians, and the destruction of some of their villages, leav-

'

REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR.

137

ing the power of the Indians almost unimpaired, and the general insecurity ali
great as before.
Superintendent Steck asserts, and he claims to l1ave reliable authority for tl1e
statement, that not less than three millions of dollars have been annually expended since our acquisition of the Territory in maintaining its military organizations, which, with the exception of repelling the Texas invasion of last year,
have don~ nothing aside from these occasional expeditions against the Inuians.
It is also estimated t~t during the past three years not less than five hundred
thousand sheep, and five thousand cattle, mules, and horses have been killed or
stolen by the Indians. To this large account must also be added the lives of
our citizens that have been sacrificed, the sufferings of others who l1ave been
carried into captivity, and the general insecurity which prevails throughout the
Territory to such an extent that it is said there is not a single county that id
absolutely secure. Surely a policy, or, I should rather say, a want of policy,
which is so enormout:~ly expensive as this, so fruitless of goocl results, and which
promises so little for the future, either in improving the conclition of our own people
or that of the Indians, ou_.ght to be abandoned at once and forever, and some
system adopted from which better results may be reasonably anticipated.
I have heretofore urged the propriety of recognizing the right of the Indians
to a qualified ownership of the soil, aud treating with them for its extinction in
such portions as may be required for the purposes of settlement, th ereby providing a fund from which the Indians may derive such assistance as may be
• necessary, while acquiring a sufficient knowledge of the arts of civilization, to
enable them to provide for their wants. I am still of the opinion thtlt this is
much the best policy to pursue towards the Indians in .pmviding for their wants
when located upon reservations, for, in the first place, it is attended with the
same expense whether we assign them a tract of land, and then, by direct appropriations, provide for their necessities, or treating with them for their claim
to the territory we extinguish their title to such portions as we desire, they retaining the same tract that would otherwise be assigned to them, and receiving
for the lands surrendered the moneys which must otherwise be nppropriated to
enable them to live ; and, secondly, it would preserve in the Indian his nativs
priue and independence, since, instead of feeling that his freedom to roam at
will haJ been restrained by arbitrary and resistless power, and he compelled to
relinqui:.::h the homes ancl customs of his ancestors, he would realize that the
change had been wrought by fair negotiations to which he was a party, and
tha.t, for the rights and privileges surrendered, he had received a fair equivalent.
Whether the one method Ol' the other shall be preferred, I think it perfectly
evident that we shall be g·uilty of little less than criminal neglect if we longer
delay the adoption of such measures as will result in the concentration of the
Indians upon suitable reservations, and to this end I earnestly invite your cooperation in an endeavor to procure the passage of a joint resolution by Congress,
at its approaching session, authorizing either the negotiation of treaties having
for their object the establishing of the Indians upon three suitable reservations,
of which one for the Utahs shall be in the northern or northwestern portion of
the rl'erritory, one for the Apaches in the southeastern, and one for the N avajoes
in the western, or empowering the President, by proclamation, to set apart suit·
able tracts for such reservations, and vesting the title to the same in the respective tribes for which they are designed. As to the Pueblos, I believe they may
safely be left, with temporary appropriations for their benefit, to the operation of
the present rrerritorial and future State laws.
If action such as or similar to that I have indicated can be had from Congress,
I have the fullest confidence that in a very few years it will prove of inestimable
value alike to the Indians and the whites of New Mexico.

I
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COLORADO.

Considerable excitement has existed at various times during the past year on
account of apprehend ed outbreaks on the part of the Indians of this Territory,
caused mainly by reports of depredations committed by them in various parts of
the superintendency, but upon pursuit of the marauders by the military ~t was
ascertained, in every instance, that the depredations were committed by small
bands of roving Indians, for which no tribe, as such, could be Justly held accountable.
It appears from the report of GovernorEvans, who is ex officio superintendent of Indian affairs for the '.rerritory, that most of the Indians within its
limits are divided into small bands, who lead a nomadic or wandering life in
quest of the means of subsistence, and that although the tribes are numerous,
and if closely united would be exceedingly formidable, there is not that miity
of action and purpose as between the different bands composing a tribe that is
elsewhere observed amo'n g Indians. 'This peculiarit1 is especially true of the
Cheyennes and Arapahoes. It was, doubtless, in a great measure, owing to this
that numbers of the bands were not included in the negotiations attending the
treaty concluded with them at Fort Wise, whence arises the claim they so
·persistently urge that their right to roam at will throughout a country at least a
thousand miles in extent has never been relinquished. An attempt was made,
during the past season, to convene a general council of the disaffected bands with
a view to obtaining their assent to the treaty, but, notwithstanding the most
persevering efl'orts on th€io part of Governor Evans and the various agents, it
failed, the various bands upon one pretext or another failing to attend the council.
Measures have now been taken to accomplish the same object, by securing the
assent, from time to time, of the several bands, and it is hoped that in this
manner we may be able finally to induce all to concentrate upon the reservation,
and become subject to the provisions of the treaty.
The Cheyennes and Arapahoes, who are parties to the treaty of 1861, are
iocated upon the reservation -bearing their name, and are under charge .of Ag·ent
Colley. Their ·surveys have been completed; preparations are also made for
the irrigation of their lands, and the construction of other improvements required by their treaty, and we have reason to believe that the reservation will
soon be in successful operation. In addition to the Indians of this reservation,
there are also under charge of Agent Colley several hundred Caddoes, who are
refugees driven from the Indian '.rerritory on account of their loyalty, and for
whom a location has been selected on the Arkansas river, near the crossing of
the Santa Fe route, and arrangements are being made to enable them to engage
in agricult ural pursuits. The good charac.t er of these Indians, and the progress
they have made in the knowledge of industrial pursuits, are such that their example cannot fail to prove beneficial to the Indians in their vicinity.
'I'he Kiowas and Comanches are likewise under charge of Agent Colley.
They reside in the southeastern portion of the Territory, and for many years
have been extremely troublesome to, and have committed many' outrages and
depredations upon, the emigrant routes leading through their country. During
the past summer a delegation of their chiefs and headmen visited this city, and
a treaty was concluded with them by which the right to establish mail stations
at the rate of one for each twenty miles of the routes leading through their
country, and the safe transit of emigrants, is secured, and the Indians agree to
refrain from camping along such routes, and to protect the same so far as may
be in their power from the depredations of other India.ns. 'fhis treaty will in
due time be laid before you for· transmission to the President and Senate.
In consequence of the great extent of the country occupied by the numerous ·
small bands of Indians in the eastern and southeastern portions of this super-
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intendency, it is exceedingly difficult for the agent now in charge to attend
promptly to the exigencies of the service, which, from time to time, require his
attention at different and remote points. For this reason I respectfully recommend that Congress be requested by you to authorize the appointment of another
agent to be stationed at or near Fort Larned, and to have under his charge the
Indians of that vicinity.
A valuable and very interesting report from John G. Nicolay, esq ., private
secretary to the President, who was appointed as secretary to the commissioners
selected to attempt a negotiation of a treaty with the U tabs of Colorado, New
Mexico, and Utah, will be found among the accompanying papers. It will be
seen that by the treaty negotiated with the '_['abequache ba.nd of Utahs, as above
stated, the Indian title is extinguished to one among the largest and most valuable tracts of land ever ceded to the United States. It includes neaTly all the
important settlements thus far made in Colorado, and all the valuable mining
districts discovered up to this time. Its importance in establishing friendly
relations with these intelligent, powerful, and warlike Indians, in securing the
lives and property of our settlers, and in promoting the peace and prosperity of
the Territory, cannot be overestimated. I invite especial attention to the remarks of .Mr. Nicolay upon the importance of an early ratification of the treaty,
and promptness in carrying its provisions into effect. The treaty will be duly
laid before you for transmission to the President and Senate, and will, I trust,
receive that early and favorable consideration to which, in my judgment, it is
entitled, as well on account of the intrinsic justness of its provisions as of the
magnitude of ·the interests involved.
DAKOTA SUPERINTENDENCY.

The conc1ition of affairs in this superintendency is very far from satisfactory,
whether it be regarded with reference to those tribes with which treaty telations
have been established, or those with which no treaties other than of amity have
been negotiated.
Of the former class are the Poncas, Y ancton Sioux, Blackfeet, Sioux of Minnesota, and V1linnebagoes; of the latter are the Sioux, Gros Ventres, Mandans,
Arickarees, Assinaboines, and Crows. It will be remembered that at the date of
my last annual report, the condition of the Poncas was never more flattering.
'l'heir crops of the preceding season had been abundant, their hunting had
proven unusually successful; during the season quite a number of comfortable
houses had been built, and these, together with their annuities, enabled them to
pass the winter with a greater degree of comfort than ever before. With this
practical demonstration of the advantages resulting from the change in their former mode of life, the Poncas last spring entered upon the labor of rai::ling a new
crop with increased confidence. Their grounds were ploughed, and their seeds
planted in due season and in good order, but unfortunately a drought set in in
the midst of the planting season, which in its severity and duration has · been
unexampled for many years, and has resulted in an utter prostration of their
high hopes. rrheir crops being planted, they sta:tted at the usual season upon
their summer hunt, in which they were unsuccessful, and from which they returned to find their crops withered and dried, and almost nothing at the reservation to relieve their pressing necessities. The agent has done all in his power
with the means at his command for their relief. His means, however, were
wholly inadequate to supply the unusual and unexpected demand, and the condition of the Indians is now pitiable in the extreme. Should their fall hunt
prove unsuccessful, they will seek assistance at the hands of the Omahas, and
such measures will be taken by this department for their relief as may be found
practicable.
·
The conduct of the Poncas, as well in the times of their prosperity as in the
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midst of the severe privation~ which have come upon them, has been unexceptionable; they are unwavering in their fidelity to their treaty, and deserve at
our hands the kindest consideration
Amicable relations have also been maintained with the Yancton Sioux during
the past year. They number over two thousand, and being a portion of the
great Sioux nation, some apprehensions were felt that they might join with the
remaind er of their people in waging war upon the whites and the friendly Indians of the 'rerritory. These apprehensions have thus far proven groundless,
which, with the younger and more restless portion of the tribe, is doubtles::s
owing to the military forces stationed at Fort Randall, in the immediate vicinity
of their resmvation. During the summer a detachment of soldiers was sent
from the fort in pursuit of a party of hostile savages, who had come into the settlements and stolen a number of horses. Unfortunately the soldiers came up
with a party of Indians who were out hunting, and were mistaken for the Indians of whom the soldiers were in pursuit. '_rhe Indians were at once made
prisoners, and while endeavoring to escape seven of them were k.lled. It afterwards appeared that the whole party was composed of friendly Indians, some of
whom were Yanctons, the others of the Two Kettles band of Sioux. 'l'he circumstance naturally created great excitement among these friendly Indians, but
the mistake being promptly explainNl, and snch reparation made as was practicable, the excitement subsided without a hostile outbreak, and it is believed that,
notwith standing the hostile attitude of other Indians within the Territory, peace
will be maintained. The Yanctons, like their neighbors the Poncas, were very
successful in their farming operations of last year, and, like them, have suffered
severely from the drought of the pHst summer, but being more wealthy, and
having had good success in their hunts, it is believed that with the supplies already provided by their agent they will be enabled to pass the winter without
any great amount of suffering.
The Sioux and Wiunebagoes, removed from l\Iinnesota under the act of Congress passed at its last session, although within the limits of this superintendency,
are included in that portion of this report whidh relates to the northern superintendency, they being still under the charge of Superintendent 'l'hompson.
In regard to the friendly Indians of the Upper .Missouri and Blackfeet agencies,
I am able to give you but little information, for the reason that the agents, as
hereafter stated, were unable to reach and remain at their posts.
Referring to my last annual report, it will be seen that at that date we were
warned by Governor Jayne, then ex officio superintendent of Indian affairs for
Dakota, by each of our agents, and by all the friendly Indians, that the danger
of hostilities on the part of the Sioux was imminent, and that nothing but the
most prompt action on our part would be efficient in averting so great a calamity.
These various warnings were, however, suffered to pass unheeded, and no
measures adopted looking to an effort to adjust the disturbed relations between
this powerful and disaffected nation and the general government. Since that
time, the Sioux, driven from Minnesota in consequence of the horrible atrocities
perpetrated by them in that State during the autumn of last year, have taken refuge among their brethren of Dakota, and neither expecting nor deserving forbearance at our hands until they have received the chastisement th eir crimes have
merited, they have doubtless done all in their power, and it would appear with
success, to induce their brethren to make common cause with them in an endeavor to exterminate or drive aU whites from the Territory.
A very large proportion of the Sioux of Dakota were already hostile, or at
least far from friendly, and the remainder or friendly portion being deprived of
that protection to ·which under the provisions of the :E'ort Laramie treaty of 1851
they wc1e entitled, and being in the minority, have now doubtless yielded to
the various influences brought to bear upon them, and we now have upon our
hands, in addition to the great reb ellion, an Indian war of no mean proportions.
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In January last, and again in March, I forwarded to you copies of communications received at this office, representing in the strongest manner the urgent
neceesity for the immediate establishing of military posts upon the Upper Missouri. These communications were by you laid before the War Department,
from which I learned through you, on the 26th of March last, that the subject
had been referred to the commander of that military department for the necessary action. What action was had I am uninformed, but certain it is that the
posts were not established, nor were Agents Latta and Reed enabled to obtain
an escort to accompany them to their respective agencies.
It is understood that the expedition under Brigadier General Sully, in consequencG of the extreme drought, and the burning of the prairies by the retreating Indians, was only able to proceed to a point about sixty miles above Fort Pierre, and
was therefore prevented from inflicting any considerable damage upon or
crippling the power of the hostile Indians; nor can I learn that the campaign
under General Sibley has been productive of any very favorable results, the
probability being· that another campaign will be indispensable.
No military posts have been established upon the Upper Missouri, the friendly
Indians and the few whites are left without protection, and it is to be feared that
many thousands of the Indians, who under other circumstances would h:we continued faithful to their amicable relations, will be compelled to side with those
in hostility, to escape the consequences of their well-known policy of treating as
-enemies all who are not identified with them.
rrhe boat conveying the annuity goods was unable to ascend the Missouri beyond Fort Union, in consequence of the extremely low water, so that the goods
designed for the Blackfeet agency were neces~arily stored at that point, and
cannot be distributed before, spring. Most of the goods designed for the Indians, under charge of Agent Latta, were distributed, but with the characteristic
perfidy of Indians in hostility, it is believed that a majority of the Indiaus receiving them were afterwards engaged in an attack upon the boat with the design of murdering the crew and passengers, and capturing the goods designed
for the Blackfeet agency. ·
It will thus be seen that the failure to establish military posts upon the Upper
Missouri, together with the severe and almost unexampled drougl1t, have resulted in an almost complete loss of the controlling influence we have heretofore
held upon the Indians of that country, and that as a consequence the important
and most direct route of the emigration setting in upon Idaho, by reaElon of the
newly discovered and immense gold-bearing di~tricts of that Territory, is cut off..
I am not without hope that the immense sacrifices of life and treasure which
will result fi:om a general war with the numerous and powerful tribes of that
country may yet be averted by timely and peaceful m~gotiatiou, and am confident that at least the proportions of the struggle may be very matf;rially reduced ; and to this end I respectfully recommend to you, and through you to
Congress and the "\Var Department, the importance of establishing military
posts along· the Missouri, from the western limits of the State up to and including Fort Benton, at the earliest practicable moment, and that adequate measures
be adopted to enable this department in the early spring to effect such negotiations with the tribes in hostility as may be found practicable and consistent with
a just and honorable peace.
SOUTHERN SUPERINTENDENCY.

This is by far the most important of our various supci·intendencies, whether
it be considered with reference to its numbers, wealth, geographical position, or
to the present condition of the Indians within its limits, their wants, their future
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prospects, and the careful consideration required in adopting a policy which shall
at the same time prove just, generous, and humane towards those who have
remained firm in their loyalty and allegiance to the federal government and to
their treaty stipulations, and shall mete out the punishment their treason deserves
to those who, unmindful of either, have taken arms against our authority.
'The reports of the superintendent, the agents, and employes of this superintendency, to be found among the accompanying papers, possess an unusual degree of interest. A· careful perusal of these reports, and those made duriug the
existence of the present rebellion, will, I think, demonstrate that no portion of
our people have suffered greater calamities, have met with more overwhelming
disasters, or have more heroically battled for the common interests of the country,
than have the loyal Indians within its limits. Pussessing one of the most beautiful, fertile, and desirable portions of our country, and almost completely removetl
fi·om the baneful effects so often attendant upon close proximity to white settlements, many of them were, prior to the rebellion, in the quiet enjoyment of most
of the comforts and conveniences of civilized life; the various tribes were at
peace with each other, and the whole people were presenting unmistakable evidences of improvement, thrift, and prosperity. During the vicissitudes of the
war they have been visited by its direst calamities. 'They have been robbea,
plundered, and murdered, their homes burned, their fields laid waste, their property seized and destroyed; they have been compelled to flee from their country,
and from a condition of plenty and independence they have been reduced to the
most abject poverty, suffering, and distress. Nor, as before intimated, have they
tamely submitted to these calamities. From the outset they have battled, and
are still battling, in defence of their homes, and for a restoration of the authority
of our. goYernment, with a courage and zeal that entitles them not only to our
sympathy, but to the most generous consideration in the readjustment of our
relations with them, which have been so wantonly disturbed, and which must be
had when the present rebellion is subdued, and the blessings of peace .are once
more restored.
As you are aware, the most of the refugees from the ·,,Indian country" are
now located in Kansas and the country immediately south, where the old men,
women, and children-all, or nearly so, of the able-bodied males being in the
federal armies-are being subsisted from the funds held in trust for several of
the southern tribes by the government. The formidable front elsewhere presented by the rebellion has hitherto prevented the organization of a military force
sufficient to drive the rebels from the Indian country and return the Indians to
their homes. It is to be hoped, now that the Mississippi has been opened, and
the power of the rebels in the west and southwest seems irretrievably broken
and hastening to its final overthrow, that a military expedition, adeq nate to
"take, hold, and possess" the country, may be speedily sent thither, and the
loyal Indians reinstated in the enjoyment of their possessions.
'I'ho various tribes of the superintendency arc the Osages, the Quapaws,
Senecas and Shawnees, the Cherokees, Creeks, Seminoles, Choctaws, Chickasaws, and the vVichitas, and other affiliated bands.
The Osages, Quapaws, Senecas, and Shawnees are under the care of Agent
Elder. 'l'he Osages, with the exception of Black Dog's band, have remained
loyal throughout the rebellion. In J nne last they captured and destroyed a
party of nineteen rebels who were passing through their country, and who, by
the instructions and papers found upon their persons, were fully proven to have
been commissioned by the rebel authorities to enrol and organize the disloyal
in Arizona and Dakota. Occupying, as they do, a position between the ··white
settlements in the southern portion of Kansas and 1h 1 region in possession of
the rebels, their fideHty to the government has been of in 3stimable value in protecting the frontier from the incursions of rebel guerillas.

l{EPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR.

143

As already mentioned, a new treaty has been negotiated with the Osages, and
is awaiting the action of the President aud Senate. By this treaty a tract of
country 30 by 50 miles in extent has been ceded to the United ::5tatefl, to be
occupied by Indians, now resident in Kansas, who may be induced to remove to
and reside upon the same. Another tract, 20 miles in width, and extending
from the western boundary of the cession just named along the entire le11gth of
their northern boundary, is also ceded for settlement by w bites. V cry liberal
provisions are also made for educational, agricultural, and other beneficial purposes. I trust this treaty will be ratified, and have no doubt that it will result
in p:ood to the Indians as well as to ourselves.
'l~hc Osages have made very considerable progress in agriculture, and are not
indifferent to the subject of education. :For their improvement they are greatly
indebted to the zealous and humane efforts of Hev. John Shoemaker, who has
establi--hed a manual labor school among them, and has devoted the best years
of his life to their service.
The Quapaws are a small tribe, owning a reservation immediately south of
the Osages. 'l'hey justly take pride in the fact that not one of their numbers
has joined with the rebels. In the spring of 18G2 they were driven from their
homes, and since that time they have been subsisted as other refugee Indians.
The Senecas and Shawnees, residing still further south, were, at the outset of
• the rebellion, forced by the rebels into an unwilling alliance, and for a time wer0
under treaty stipulations with them, from whom they recei,·ed one instalment of
their stipulated annuities. At the first appearance, however, of the federal forces,
they threw off the authority of the rebels and returned to their allegiance. They,
as well as the Quapaws, are now temporarily located upon the lands of the Ottawas, in Kansm;, and no doubts are entertained ·as to their fidelity and futui·e
loyalty.
The Seminoles, at the last reliable census, numbered something over two thousand two hundred. 'l'his was prior to the breaking out of the rebellion. 'l'here
are now in camp near Neo;::-.ho Falls, under the charge of Agent Snow, Elix hundred and seventy-two, mostly women and children, the able-bodied men having
joined the Union forces. It is ~stimated that about two-thirds of the tribe have
remained loyaL
TLe Witchitas, and other bands affiliated with them, numbering about nineteen
hundred souls, are uow encamped near Belmont, Kansas, and are under charge
of Agent Carruth. One of these bands, viz: the 'I'onkawas, under the leadership of a former United States agent, joined with the rebels at an early day, and
endeavored to draw with them all the other bands. These machinations at
length resulted in a battle, at which their former agent, with the entire rebel
band, were exterminated, with the single exception of one old woman rescued
by a Shawnee chief.
1'he Cherokees, prior to the rebellion, were the most numerous, intelligent,
wealthy, and influential tribe of this superintendency. For many mouths they
steadily resisted the effortf:l made by the rebels to induce them to abandon their
allcgiauee to the federal government, but being wholly unprotected, and without
the means of resistance, they were finally compelled to enter into treaty stipulations with the rebel authorities. 'l'his connexion was, however, of short duration, for upou the first appearance of United States forces in their country an
entire regiment of Inclian troops, raised ostensibly for service in the rebel army,
deserted and came over to us, aud have ever since been under our command. and
upon all occa:<ions have proven themselves faithful and efficient soldiers.
In February last the national council of the Cherokees was convened at CowSkin Prairie, and the following important bills were passed :
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1. Abrogating the treaty with the " Confederate States," and calling a general
convention of the people to approve the act.
2. 'l'he appointment of a delegation, with suitable powers and instructions to
represent the Cherokee nation before the United States government, consisting
of John Ross, principal chief; Lieutenant Colonel Downing, Captain James
l\:IcDaniel, and Rev. Evan Jones.
3. Authorizing a general Indian council, to be called at such time and place
as the principal chief may designate.
4. Deposing all officers of the nation disloyal to the government.
5. Approving· the purchase of supplies made by the treasurer, and directing
their distribution.
6. An act providing for the abolition of slavery in the Cherokee nation.
An official communication, informing me of these important acts on the part
of the Cherokee authorities, will be found among the accompanying papers.
rrheir importance, as affecting the Status of the only part of the nation whose
rights have not been clearly forfeited by treason, will be generally appreciated
when I mention the fact that for many years the Cherokees have had a regularly organized government, a printed code of laws, and have conducted their
political affairs with a good degree of the order and system of civilized communities.
Until the autumn of 1862 only about three hundred of the Cherokees, and
they mostly women and children, had taken refuge in Kansas. In the early
part of that season from fifteen hundred to two thousand other£, also in the
main women and children, and claiming our protection, made their way to a
point on the Cherokee neutral lands, about twelve miles south of Fort Scott,
Kansas. Like all the other refugees, they were almost entirely destitute of all
the necessaries of life, and required immediate assistance. Arrangements were
immediately made by Superintendent Uoffin to provide for their wants during
the ensuing winter, so far as the limited means at his command would permit.
'l'hese armngements were scaTcely completed when, without consultation with
this depaTtment, OT, so far as I am informed, authority from other sources, the
military authorities assumed the control of the Indians, and late in the fall, or
early part of the winter, removed them to Neosho, Missouri. rrhis movement
was unfortunate in conception and execution, the ostensible object being to
return the fugitives to their homes. It not only failed in its object but has
added immensely to the already heavy expense of subsisting the Indians.
Assurances were given that two armies-one to move from Springfield, Missouri,
under command of General Blunt, the other from Scott's Mills, under command
of Colonel Phillips-were about to march through the Cherokee country on their
way to the south west. Relying upon promises that the Indians should not only
be safely conducted to their country, but that a sufficient force should be stationed there for their protection while raising their crops. the Indians, under
charge of Agent Harlan, were furnished with agricultural implements and
seeds, and in March last proceeded to Talequah, reaching that point at the same
time with the military expedition under Colonel Phillips.
They immediately scattered throughout the country, planted their crops, and
had but fairly commenced their cultivation when the rebels made their appearance in such force that they, as well as the troops under Colonel Phillips, were
compelled to take refuge at Fort Gibson. Their numbers were now increased
to some six thousand by the addition of others, who, until then, had remained at
their homes, but were now compelled to . flee, as the rebels overran the entire
country, seizing everything of value that could be found, and destroying everything they could not convert to their own use. T'hus this ill-advised and most
unfortunate expedition terminated, leaving the Indians still more destitute than
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before) their high hopes again prostrated, and they compelled to spend another
season in want and idleness. 'l'hey were now far removed from their source of
supplies, which could only be furnished by transportation through a country so
infested by guerillas and bushwhackers that nothing could reach them without
an escort of troops. 'l'his has more than doubled the expense of their subsistence, and has exhausted. the means at my disposal applicable to that purpose.
Unless a liberal appropriation shall be made for their relief at an early date by
Congress at its approaching session, their sufferings during the coming winter
will be beyond the power of description, and many of them must perish of exposure and starYation. I trust that the urgent appeals in their behalf of their
agent and the superintendent, to which I invite your especial attention, will not
pass unheeded.
Something over three thousand of the Creek nation are now at the Sac and
Fox reservation, in Kansas. As with the other refugees, so it is with these.
Their numbers are almost exclusively composed of women and children, nearly
every able-bodied man being in the Union army. In addition to the refugees at
this point, thrre are very considerable numbers at ~..,ort Gibson, who, at the
memorable and terrible flight of these people in the winter of 1861-'62, were
left behind, and afterwards took refuge in the country of the Cherokees, and
with them were subsequently compelled to flee for protection to ~-,ort Gibson.
These people, prior to the rebellion, were second to no community west of the
Mississippi in point of wealth. They held large numbers of slaves, and many
of them owned droves of cattle numbered by thousands. Their country is considered one of the finest agricultural and grazing regions within our borders~
and has proven to the rebels a source of immense supplies for their armies.
Since my last annual report their old chief, 0-poth-la-ya-ho-la has deceased.
During the last half century the influence of this chief has been second to no
other among the southern tribes. He was ever the firm and unwavering friend
of the whites, and to his influence, as much as that of any other man, is due
the fact that so great a proportion of his people have never hesitated in their
loyalty.
Believing tl1at the treaty recently negotiated with the Creeks is just in its
provisions, and imbodies a policy which, so far as practicable, should be adopted
by the United States in readjusting its relations with the tribes of this superintendency, I bespeak for it a careful consideration. Its main features are as
follows:
First. Perpetual peace between the contracting parties, and between the
Creeks and other IDd.ians, the United States stipulating that all necessary protection shall be furnished to secure the Creeks from hostilities on the part of
other Indians.
Second. 'The "necessity, justice, and humanity" of the emancipation proclamation of J aDuary 1, 1863, is expressly recognized, and the Creeks solemnly
covenant that henceforth slavery in their midst shall cease, and agree to set
apart a suitable portion of their country for the occupation of the freed men, and
all others of the African race who shall be permitted to settle among them.
Third. A cession of about seven hundred square miles of their territory for
the use and occupation of such other tribes now resident in the States and
Territories as may hereafter be agreed upon, for which the United States agree
to pay them five per cent. per annum on the sum of two hundred thousand
dollars in money, or such mechanical or other useful articles as may be determined upon by the Secretary of the Interior, and to guarantee them the quiet
possession of the remainder of their country,
Fourth. A provision for an .equitable compensation of the loyal, and none
other, for such losses of property (otl~er tlwn slaves) as they have sustained in
consequence of the rebellion, and our failure to comply with former treaty stipulations.
·10 I . .
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Fifth. The utter exclusion of all persons who have engaged in the rebellion
from all offices of profit and trust in the nation.
The Chickasaws and Choctaws, until recently, have been supposed to be
almost unanimously in favor of the rebellion, only about three hundred of the
latter having come within our lines. These are now upon the Sac and Fox
reservation, under charge of Agent Coleman. With them, as with 2.ll the other
refugees, the change from the comfortable houses, the abundant supply of fruits,
vegetables, fresh meats, and, indeed, all other necessaries of life which they
enjoyed in their own country, to their present mode of Hfe, has been productive
of much sickness and mortality. I am, happy, however, to state that their
health has been much improved during the past season.
Recent information from refugees and other sources, believed by Colonel
Phillips and others to be entirely reliable, indicates that a strong Union element
exists among the Chickasaws and Choctaws ; that Union leagues are formed in
their midst, and that a very considerable portion of the people are prepared to
throw off the authority of the rebels as soon as a Union force shall appear. It
is said that even now the rebel authorities are obliged to keep a battalion of
troops constantly stationed in their country to watch the movements of our
friends.
I have now, so far as I can from the informatio.n in my possession, presented
the present condition of the various tribes of this superintendency, and in closing
this portion of my report desire to invite your attention to the singular unanimity
with which the agents and superintendent join in urging the importance of the
prompt return to and protection of the loyal Indians in the possession of their
homes. No one who has not visited and conversed with these destitute people
can fully appreciate their intense desire and longing for a return to the country
from which they have been driven. The indescribable sufferings and privations
they have endured, the sacrifices. they have made, the patience with which they
have submitted to the dire evils which have come upon them, and, above all,
tl1e heroism, fidelity, and zeal with which nearly every able-bodied man among
them has fought for our common cause, fully demonstrate their loyalty and devotion to the government, and justly entitle them to the most generous consideration. 1'he present indications are that the power of this most unrighteous rebellion is broken, and that it is fast hastening to its complete and final overthrow.
I trust that no delay will be permitted, or effort spared, in an endeavor to wrest
the homes of these people from the hands of their spoilers, and, so far as may
be in our power, restore them to the comforts of their former possessions.
CENTRAl,

SUPERINTE~DENCY.

No marked change in our relations with the Indians of this superintendency
has occurred during the past year, though it will be quite evident, upon a comparison of the annual reports of the several agents for this year with those of
the last, that a gradual improvement is being effected in the condition of most,
if not all, the tribes.
Within the limits of the superintendency there are some sixteen tribal organizations, viz: the Pawnees, Omahas, Ottoes and Missourias, Iowas, Sacs and
:E'oxes of the Missouri, Kickapoos, Pottawatomies, Sacs and Foxes of the
Mississippi, Chippewas and Munsees, Ottawas, Kansas, Miamies, confederated
bands of Kaskaskias, Peorias, vV eas and Piankeshaws, Delawares, W yandots
and Shawnees. Of these, the three first named are located in the 'I'erritory of
Nebraska, and the others in Kansas. The aggregate number is about thirteen
thousand.
It would unnecessarily prolong this report were I to attempt a statement of
the present condition, resources, and prospects of the several tribes. I shall,
therefore, confine myself to a few of the most prominent.
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While the progress made by the Pawnees will by no means bear a favorable
comparison with that of several of the other tribes, it is still very evident from
the report of Agent Lushbaugh, to whose efficient management they are confided, that a very gratifying and perceptible advance has been made during the
past year. Hitherto they have been much addicted to a roving and predatory
life, and it has been found almost impol:tsible to confine them to the limits of
their own reservation. Horse-stP-aling and petty pilfering of all kinds, from
friend and foe, from the whites as well as the Indians, ,utsJ>een a national vice.
This has led to numerous claims against them for depredations, has proven a
constant source of vexation and annoyance to the agent in charge, and to the
department, and has been extremely annoying to the whites residing in their
vicinity, as well as the occasion of hostilities between them and other tribes.
In this respect the change for the better is indeed noteworthy. 'l~heir agent
remarks that "no 'more complaints are heard from the surrounding country of
petty thefts by vagrant Indians, and the roads and highways were never more
free of thiR class thn.n at present." rl'heir agricultural operations have been
unusually successful, as also their buffalo hunts, and, for the first time in many
years, they have an abundant supply for all their '"'ants. A school has been
started in their midst, and no difficulty has been found in procuring the attendance of all the scholars that, with the limited facilities at hand, could be accommodated. A large and commodious school building is in course of erection, and
no doubts are entertained that, when completed, it will be filled to its utmost
capacity. Here, as is elsewhere the almost universal remark, the aptness of the
pupils in acquiring knowledge is surprising. I confidently anticipate that the
new school, which is to be conducted upon the manual labor system, will be, in
a few years, productive of the most beneficial results.
The Pawnees and Brule Sioux have been for many years inveterate foes.
Last May, and again in June, the Pawnees were attacked upon their reservation, and several of their squaws, who were at work in the fielus, were killed
and scalped. It is probably owing to the presence of United States troops that
a bloody ma'\sacre was prevented. 'l'hese frequent raids on the part of the
Sioux are begetting a feeling of insecurity among the whites as well as the Indians. Unless some measures are adopted to prevent their recurrence, it will
be necessary to keep a military force constantly stationed upon the reservation
for its protection. Superintendent Branch and Agent Lushbaugh concur in the
opinion that a treaty of amity may readily be procured between these hostile
tribes. 'l'he sum of five thousand dollars would be sufficient to defray the expense of an attempt to procure such a treaty, and, should our efforts meet with
success, would be wisely and humanely expended.
The Pottawatomies are the largest tribe within the superintendency. Their
numbers, at the last census, were two thousand two hundred and seventy-four.
During the past summer commissioners were appointed to make the allotments
of land in severalty, contemplated by their treaty of November, 1861, and have
nearly completed their labors. It is, however, anticipated that a new treaty
will be made with the tribe, providing for its removal to the Indian country,
and in that event it will probably be better th:1t the approval of the allotments
be suspended until it shall be ascertained what number of those to whom allotments have been made may desire to continue their connexion with the tribe.
As an evidence of the dis position on the part of these Indians to abandon their
hereditary customs and assume those of the whites, I mention the fact that allotments in severalty have been made to some tliirteen hundred and seventy-five
individuals. When it is considered that the acceptance of these allotments has
been left to the voluntary choice of the individuals receiving the same, and that
nothing is regarded by the wild Indian as more degrading than an abandonment of the customs of his father~, and a resort to manual labor, the importance
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of this valuable change in their condition-valuable because voluntary-will be
fully appreciated.
.
The manual labor school at this agency, under the patronage of the St.
Mary's Catholic mission, is well sustained, and its good effects upon the tribe
are everywhere apparent, and cannot be too highly appreciated. The school
is divided into two departments, the male and female; at the former of which
there has been, during the past year, an average attendance of ninety-five
scholars, between the ages of six and eighteen years, and at the latter seventyfive. The management of these schools and the progress and good conduct of
the scholars are deserving of the high encomiums bestowed by all under whose
observation they have come.
The health of the tribe during the past year has been good, and its agricultural operations have been eminently successful. By the terms of their last
treaty with the United States provision is made for the admission of such individuals of the tribe as may be found competent to the privileges of citizenship.
The agent reports that this provision of the treaty is having a very salutary
effect, and that very many are ambitious .to obtain this distinction, and are endeavoring by good conduct tQ prove themselves worthy.
The report of Agent Irish and its accompanying papers contain a full and
interesting statement of the condition, prospects, and wants of the Omahas.
The tribe numbers about one thousand souls, and, by its industry and the
assistance and encouragement rendered by the government, has succeeded in
securing an abundant supply for all its wants. In my judgment, the time has
fully arrived when the provision of their treaty in regard to a survey of their
reservation, and an allotment of land in severalty to the members of the tribe,
should be made. Unless it shall be found practicable within a short time to
secure a more favorable location for this tribe in the Indian country south of
Kansas, and to secure the assent of the tribe to a removal, I shall, with your
permission, institute the necessary measures to carry this provision into effect.
No very high dcgTee of civilization can be attained by a tribe, as such, or by
any of its individual members, while the property, personal and real, is held in
common. This system operates as an indirect encouragement to idleness and
its attendant vices. and is~ at the same time, wanting in the encouragement
which, under the system of individual ownership, is afforded to the industrious
and enterprising by the comforts and conveniences resulting from tbeir labor.
The Delawares justly rank among the foremost of our Indian tribes in wealth,
intelligence, and all the elements of civilized life. It may justly be said of
them that they have so far abandoned their ancient customs as to leave the
question of their ultimate civilization no longer doubtful. Numbering but little
over one thousa-nd souls, they own, in addition to their trust funds, amounting
to near six hundred and ninety-three thousand dollars, real and personal property, at a moderate valuation, equal to the sum of six hundred and twenty thousand dollars. To these sums must be added the value 0f their trust lands, and
it will be seen tbat the wealth of the tribe is nearly if not quite equal to the
sum of fifteen hundred dollars for each man, woman and child. Of course they
have an abundant supply for all their wants. They have, to a great extent,
adopted the manners and customs of tbe whites, are fully awakened to the importance of moral and intellectual culture, and in the cultivation of many of
their farms, the appearance
their dwellings, their school-houses, and in the
general evidences of thrift and comfort apparent upon their reservation, they
will compare favorably with frontier settlements. I must not omit to mention
the subject of their loyalty to the government . . More than one-half of their
adult male population is regularly enlisted in the volunteer forces of the government, and as soldiers are highly esteemed by their officers. It i~, perhaps, not
too much to claim that no community within the limits of the loyal States can
show a better record than this. While on this subject, I will also state that
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the Indians of the entire superintendency, with scarcely a single exception, have
remained firm and true to the government, and several of the tribes have furnished a liberal quota of volunteers to our military forces.
The general condition of the various tribes of the superintendency may be
fairly deduced from that of those particularly mentioned.
Resolutions were passed at the last session of Congress authorizing the negotiating of treaties with the various tribes of this and the southern superintendency, having for their object the removal of the Indians to the Indian country
south of Kansas. With a view to carrying out the wishes of Congress in this
respect, I have, under your direction, visited many of the tribes during the
latter part of summer and early portion of autumn. I found the Indians fully
advised of the wishes of government in this respect, and have no doubt that,
when the war is ended and peace is once more restored to the Indian ~erritory,
most, if not all, of them will gladly exchange their present homes for a home in
that territory. In my former annual reports I have alluded to some of the
advantages to be realized by the whites, as well as the Indians, from the policy
which has now been adopted.
The two evils which have proved most disastrous to the Indians located in
Kansas, and indeed everywhere, where their reservations arc surrounded by
whites, is drunkenness and gambling. It seems almost impossible to prevent
the demoralizing effects of these vices, while they are fostered and encouraged
by the vicious and unprincipled whites who collect around the Indian settlements. Another evil among the smaller and more isolated tribes is fast assuming a degree of importance that demands consideration. I allude to the frequent
intermarriages among blood relations, which is necessarily the case in small
communities completely isolated from their own race, and which results in
scrofula aud its kindred diseases, and in the end must prove most disastro~ to
the tribes subjected to its influence. It is believed that the policy of concentt·ating the Indians in a country which will be owned and occupied by them
exclusively will nearly, if not entirely, banish these evils from their midst.
I succeeded in negotiating treaties with the Sacs and Foxes of the lVIississippi, with the Creeks, the Osages, the Shawnees, and the New York Indians, ·
all of which, as I conceive, are fair and just in their stipulations, and will, in
due time, be transmitted to you to be laid before the President and Senate for
their constitutional sanction and approval. If these treaties are ratified, I have
no doubt they will prove the beginning of a policy in which the Indians of the
central superintendency will readily acquiesce, and which will, in the end, prove
of inestimaLle value to them, and very greatly promote the interests of the
whites among whom they are now located.
NORTHER~

SUPERINTENDENCY.

"\Vith the exception of an annual report from Agent Webb, none have been
received from the superintendent or any of the other agents of this superintendency, consequently my information relative thereto is mainly derived from
the current communications received during the year from those officers and
others .
. It will be remembered that, in consequence of the hostilities on the part of
the Sioux of :Minnesota, and the threatening attitude assumed by some of the
bands comprising the Chippewas of the Mississippi, it was last year found impracticable for the commissioners appointed to make a treaty with the Chippewas of Pembina and Red river to proceed to their country for that purpose.
It gives me pleasure to state that a treaty has been recently negotiated with
these Indians by Governor Ramsey, of Minnesota, assisted by Agent l\Iorrill,
and that we now have reason to believe that the causes which threatened to
lead to hostilities on their part have ceased to exist. The treaty has not yet
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been received at this office, but I am informed by Governor Ramsey that the
boundaries of the country to which the Indian title is thereby extinguished are
substantially as follows, viz : beginning at the intersection of the international
boundary with the Lake of the \V oods; thence in a south direction to the head
of Thieving river; thence down that river to its mouth; thence in a direct line
to the head of Wild Rice river; thence with the boundary of the Pillager cession of 1855 to the mouth of said river; thence up the channel of the Red
1·iver to the mouth of the Cheyenne; thence up the Cheyenne to lake Chicot;
thence north to the international boundary; thence east along said boundary to
the beginning. 'rhe treaty is understood to be reasonable in its terms, and will
be laid before you as soon as received.
As was anticipated, the treaty negotiated with the Chippewas of the l\1:ississippi, under authority of the legislature of Minnesota, was not ratified. In lieu
thereof, a treaty was negotiated on the 11th of l\Iarch last, and afterwards
ratified with amendments, to which the Indians readily assented. As this
treaty has been published, I deem it unnecessary to allude to its provisions
further than to state, that by its terms the reservations at Gull lake, Mille Lac,
Sandy lake, Habbit lake, Pokagomin lake, and Rice lake, are ceded to the
United States, and a new reservation established in the vicinity of and including the reserves of the Pillager and Lake Winnibigoshish bands for the
Indirms of the reservations ceded, the bands last named to retain that portion
of the new reserve to which under their former treaty they were entitled. 'l'he
new treaty has not as yet been carried fully into eifect for want of the necessary appropriations, but is understood to be satisfactory to a large majority of
the Indians interested. The Indians will be removed to their new home as soon
as the necessary preliminaries required at our hands can be perfected. 'l'o the
extE!'nt that the treaty has the effect of concentrating the Indians of :Minnesota,
it cannot, in my judgment, prove otherwise than advantageous and gratifying to
the citizens of that State, and will in the end, I have no doubt, 1n·omote the
best interests of the Indians.
The Chippewas of Lake Superior have maintained their usual friendly relations, and, it is believed, are gradually improving in their knowledge of and disposition to engage in the arts of civilized life. During the past summer the
Ued Cliff reservation has been greatly enlarged, and is now believed to be
sufficiently ample in extent to accommodate all the Indians of tbis agency.
It is proposed to concentrate them upon this reservation as fast as their consent
can be obtained.
The annual report for 1862 of Agent Galbraith, who was in charge of the
Sioux of Minnesota at the time of their terrible outbreak in the autumn of that
year, which report was r eceived too late for publication with my last annual
report, ,,,ill be found among the accompanying papers. His clear and forcible
-description of the condition of the Indians under his charge prior to their outbreak, of the preparations which had been made to provide for their welfare, of
the progress made by many of them in acquiring a knowledge of our arts and
customs, and of the apparently sure indications of increasing comfort, thrift,
and prosperity throughout the tribe, will be read with interest by all who seek
a solution of the problem of Indian civilization. It is sad to reflect upon the
great chauge which has been wrought in the condition of these Indians. Prior
to engaging in their horrible work of death, they were located upon two reservations, which, in point of fertility, healthful climate, excelleuce of timber and
water, and in all the ..necessary requirements of a thriving and happy community, were unsurpassed by any within our borders. 'l'hey were under the fostering care of the government, ample provisions had been made for their
physical, intellectual, and moral cultivation, and no doubt could be entertained
that the patient and persevering efforts which were being made for their improvement and happiness would, if left uninterrupted, finally result in com-
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plete success. Now all is changed. Full three-fourths of their entire numbers
are fugitives from that justice which, notwithstanding their present hostile and
defiant attitude, will inevitably overtake them, and the remainder, composed
mainly of women, children, and old men, are removed far from the pleasant
homes they then occupied, and from the civilization by which they were surrounded. The rights secured to them by their treaties are forfeited, and instead
of the strongest guarantees against future want, and the most ample and generous provision for their welfare, they now have nothing to hope except from the ·
forbearance and generosity of a race upon which they have perpetrated outrages of the most barbarous and wanton description. Of the eighteen hundred
who surrendered themselves to the military authorities during the autumn of
last year, it will be recollected that some three hundred were tried and sentenced
to death by court-martial. Upon a review of the finding of the court, their
sentence was suspended by the President as to all but thirty-nine, upon whom
it has been carried into effect. r.l'he remainder of the condemned are still in
the custody of the military authorities, and are underst.ood to be confined at
Rock island, on the .Mississippi.
The people of Minnesota were so much and so justly exasperated by the
wanton crimes of the Sioux that it became necessary to remove not only the
remainder of those who surrendered, as above stated, to some point outside the
limits of the State, but the "\Vinnebago Indians also; and as it was exceedingly
desirable that this should be done in time to enable them to make a crop during
the season just passed, but little time was given for making the necessary preparations for their removal, and the selection of a suitable site for their future
homes. The execution of this difficult and important duty was confided to
Superintendent rl'hompson, and it gives me pleasure to bear witness to the zeal,
fidelity and faithfulness with which he discharged the onerous and difficult
task imposed upon him. The difficulties and dangers met and overcome in the
performance of his duties will fnlly appear in his various reports to be found
among the accompanying papers. Suffice it to say, a new location was selected
about eighty miles above Fort Randall, on the Missouri, and the Indians removed thereto in time, it is believed, to have enabled them to raise a crop, and
provide to some considerable extent for their wants during the comiug winter,
but for the great drought which, as elsewhere stated, has prevailed in that
country, and has been so severe that nothing whatever has been realized from
the cultivation of the soil. This source of supplies being cut off, the Indians
deprived of their arms and surrounded by their hostile brethren so that they
could not go upon the hunt, they are left entirely destitute, and it is to be feared
that our utmost endeavors ·will be insufficient to prevent great suffering and
distress among them for want of the ordinary necessities of life.
r.l'he case of the "\Vinnebagoes is one of peculiar hardship. I am still of the
opinion formerly expressed, that this tribe, as such, was in no manner implicated in or responsible for the cruel and wanton outbreak on the part of the
Sioux, but its consequences to the tribe have been as disastrous as they were unmerited. As you are a·ware, an act of Congress was passed at the last session
providing for their removal and the sale of their reservation; in obedience to
which, and the popular demand of the people of Minnesota, they, as already
stated, have be~n removed to a new location upon the Missouri river adjoining
that selected for the Sioux. Contrasting the happy homes, and the abundant
supply for all their wants which they have left behind them, with the extreme
desolation which prevails throughout the country including their present location, and their almost defenceless state as against the hostile savages in their
viciuity, their present condition is truly pitiable, and it is not surprising that
they have become to some extent discouraged, and are dissatisfied with their
new homes. It cannot be disguised that their removal, although nominally
peaceable and with their consent, was the result of the overwhelming pressure
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of the public sentiment of the community in which they resided, and it is to be
feared that it will be many years before their confidence in the good faith of our
government in its professed desire to ameliorate and improve their condition
will be restored. 'rheir misfortunes and good conduct deserve our sympathy,
and I trust they will receive at the hand of our people and each department of
the government the kindest consideration.
'.rhe act of 0: mgress above mentioned provides for the peaceable removal of
the Indians. In its execution, some of the members of the tribe were found
unwilling to leave their homes, and as there was neither the disposition nor the
power to compel them to accompany their brethren, they have remained upon
their old reservation. 'l'he most of them are represented as having entirely
abandoned the Indian habits and customs, and as being fully qualified by good
conduct and otherwise for civilized life. Many of them are enlistr~d in the
military service, and all are desirous of remaining upon and retaining possession
of the homes allotted to them under the provisions of their treaty. As the act
of Congress for the removal of ~he tribe provides for the sale of the entire reservation, I 1:espectfully recommend that it be so amended as to vest in the
parties who have thus remained the title to the lands they respectively occupy,
and to dissolve their conncxion with the tribe.
In conformity to the requirements of the Winnebago treaty and the said act
of Congress, the trust lands belonging to the tribe have been placed in the
market. The amount now sold is 30,229.50 acres, from which has been realized the sum of $82,537 62, or an average of nearly $2 73 per acre. An appraisement has also been had of the lands of the diminished reserve, and the
same will soon be placed in the market.
GREEN BAY AGENCY.

The Indians of this agency are the Oneidas, the Menomonees, the Stockbridges, and the lHunsees. They are under charge of Agent Davis, and are living upon three distinct reservations.
There can be no doubt that at least two of the reserves, viz : that occupied.
by the Menomonees, and that occupied by the Stockbridges and Munsees, should
be abandoned, as being almost wholly unfit for the purposes for which they are
intended. 'l'he sterllity of the soil is such that none but the most skilful of
agriculturists could cultivate it with any reasonable hope of an adequate return for the labor bestowed. Upon the Menomonee reserve there are thousands
of acres of wet and worthless marsh, and of the remainder a very large proportion is nothing but sand.
'1-,he only portions susceptible of successful cultivation are those densely covered with timber, requiring from thirty to thirty-five dollars per acre for clearing, and the clay ridges so covered with grubs as to be only fitted fur the plough,
after an expenditure of labor nearly five times as great as the amount required
upon the prairies and "openings." Upon the Stockbridge and Munsee reserve
the proportion of tillable land is even less than up-on the Menomonee. The soil
is a coarse, sandy gravel, abounding in granite boulders. In addition to the
poverty of the soil, and the comparatively large amount of labor required to prepare it for farming purposes, the climate is another source of di~couragement.
I..ast year they were visited with a severe frost on the 19th of J nne, and
again on the 1st of September. 'l'his year they have had frost each month.
Under these circumstances, it is difficult to conceive of locations more illy adapted
to the support and wants of a people but little acquainted with the arts of civilization, and it needs no argument to show their almost worthlessness as locations
designed to encourage Indians to abandon their former modes of life, and engage in the cultivation of the soil as a means of subsistence.
'rhe report of Agent Davis, with its accompanying papers, shows conclusively,
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as I think, that these Indians are so far advanced in civilization, and display
such a commendable ambition to become proficients in agriculture, and to educate their children, that no doubt can be entertained that if located under more
favorable auspices they would in a few years emerge from their present condition of almost hopeless poverty, and become self-sustaining and independent
communities.
The quality of the soil upon the Oneida reserve is much better; and were it
not for the pernicious effects of the liquor traffic, I have no doubt they would
soon be surrounded by the comforts and conveniences of civilized life. As it is,
I am satisfied that the best interests of the Indians of this agency, as well as
of the people of Wisconsin, would be subserved by the removal of the Indians
to some point either upon the upper 1\fissonri, or, what in my judgment would be
better, upon lands which it is hoped can be obtained from the loyal Indians of
the southern superintendency, and I trust that you will call the attention of Congress to this subject, with a view to obtaining authority to make the necessary
negotiations.
Besides the Indians already mentioned, there are, as estimated by Agent Davis,
from seven to nine hundred roving Indians within the limits of Wisconsin.
They are mostly Winnebagoes and Pottawatomies, and lead a wild, vagrant
life, gaining a precarious subsistence by means of the chase and the gathering
of wild fruits, vtrhich they sell to the whites. Some time in July last a white
woman was attacked arid murdered by some of these Indians during the absence
of her husband, who, upon his return, retaliated by killing one or more Indians.
This, together with the barbarous manner in which the bodie:; of the dead Indians were mutilated, has doubtless exasperated those roving Indians, and led
to the commission of other crimes, resulting in an intense excitement on the part
of the settlers, so that it is doubtful if the Indians will be longer permitted to
lead the precarious and vagabond life in which they have heretofore continued.
From representations made to this office by Major General John ~ope, and
his excellency Governor Solomon, of Wisconsin, with your approbation, I appointed Hon. W. D. Mcindoe, the newly elected member of Congress from that
State, a special agent to visit that part of the State which is frequented by these
Indians, with a view to bringing about such an understanding between the citizens and Indians as would prevent further hostilities until the necessary legislation may be had for the correction of the evils complained of. His report will
be found among the accompanying papers, and to it I especially invite your attention. It will be seen that in his judgment no reasonable apprehension of hostilities need be entertained prior to the opening of spring. In view of the fact
that these Indians are not under the control of this department, and the further
fact that no funds are at its disposal applicable to their removal or subsistence,
I respectfully request that such legislation may be invited from Congress as, in
the wisdom of that body, may be deemed necessary in order to effect the removal of these Indians from the State, either by peaceable or forcible means, as
may be found necessary.
Difficulties were for a time apprehended wit.h the Chippewas in the neighborhood of St. Croix }...,alls, as will be seen by reference to the correspondence with
Governor Solomon upon that subject, which is also to be found among the accompanying papers. I am happy, however, to be able to state that an investigation ordered by this office has proven that the apprehensions were groundless,
and resulted mainly from an attempt, by false reports, to procure the quartering
of troops in that vicinity, in order that a market might thereby be provided for
such provisions as are required for the subsistence of troops.
MICHIGAN AGENCY.

Perhaps no more forcible illustration is presented, in any part of the country,
of the great superiority of large reservations as compared with smaller ones, in
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their adaptation to the purposes for which reservations are designed, than is afforded by this agency. There are within the agency something over eight
thousand Indians, having twenty distinct reservations set apart to them by
treaty, and embracing in the aggregate an area equal to about fourteen hundred
square miles, of which at least one thousand square miles is embraced within the
limits of only five of the reservations, leaving for the other fifteen an average of
only about twenty-seven square miles, or three-fourths of a township. It will be
apparent to any one, upon reading the comprehensive report of Agent Leach,
that the only Indians within the State ofl\fichigan for whose improvement there
is reasonable ground for hope, are those situated upon the larger reservations,
those upon the smaller being, with scarcely a single exception, mere vagrants.
Upon the larger reservations the Indians have the advantage resulting from the
presence of missionaries, school-teachers and others laboring for their benefit
and improvement, and upon them are found the most intelligent, industrious and
civilized Indians of the State. Upon the smaller the numbers are so few that a
school eannot be supported, nor can missionaries be had to occupy such dirninutiv~ fields of labor, and consequently the Indians remain ignorant, vicious and
degraded, and are the willing victims of the gambler, the whiskey seller, and all
their attendant vices.
In the western part of the State are about three hundred Indians known as
the Pottawatomies of Huron, and the Chippewas, Ottawas and Pottawatomies,
who are entitled to permanent annuities, but have no reservation. 'They are
very poor and destitute, and are much in need of the fostering care of government. I most heaTtily approve the recommendation of Agent Leach, that autllority be given by Congress to divert some portion of their permanent annuities
to supplying them with stock and agricultural implements, and that an attempt
be made to induce them to concentrate upon some of the reserves.
I also agree with the agent in requesting an advance of ten thousand dollars
from the sum of two hundred and six thousand dollars, which will be due to
the Ottawas and Chippewas at the expiration of ten years from the making of
their treaty. The Indians have often asked for such an advance, in order that
they may supply themselves with stock and farming implements. I have no
doubt that it would prove much more beneficial to them if expended in this
manner, than it would if paid them as provided by treaty.
NEW

YORK AGENCY.

In my last annual report I recommended legislation on the part of Congress
authorizing· negotiations with the Indians of this agency, having for their object
a final settlement of all their claims against the general government, and the .
surrender to them of the trusts we have hitherto held for them. This recommendation I now respectfully renew. The Indians have made very considerable
progress in the arts of civilization, and are still rapidly improving, as is evidenc.ed
by their houses and barns, their cultivation of the soil, their churches and schools,
and especially by the general interest they manifest in the subject of education .
.Numbering about four thousand souls, they have some sixteen or eighteen free
schools established under authority of the State of New York, at which the
average attendance is good, and the advancement made by the pupils is very
gratifying to all who feel interested in the subject of Indian civilization. 'l'hey
have about fifteen thousand acres of land in cultivation, upon which, during the
past year, they have produced of wheat, 18,809 bushels; of corn, 26,500 bushels;
of oats, 28,600 bushels; over 1,000 tons of hay; some 4,200 bushels of apples,
and a considerable surplus of garden vegetables, such as peas, potatoes, strawberries, grapes, &c.; and in addition to these, have made some 3,500 pounds of
sugar. 'l'hey own near 1,000 horses, some 1,400 neat cattle, and over 2,000
head of swine.
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It cannot be doubted that a community exhibiting such gratifying evidences
of thrift and propriety as are'indicated Ly the foregoing statistics no longer requires the continuance of those relations which are maintained bet ween the
general government and the uncivilized tribes of Indians within our borders.
In my last annual report I also recommended legislation on the part of Congress with a view to the Sfttlcment of the claims of New York Indians residing
in Kansas. Since that time I have succeeded in negotiating a treaty with those
Indians, which, if ratified, I have no doubt will relieve this office of very much
of the perplexity it has experienced for several years in consequence of their
complaints and grievances for which no adequate legislation has hitherto been
provided.
With the exception of a report from Agent Hatch, who is in charge of the
Spanish fork reservation in Utah, and Agent Bancroft in 'N ashington 'rerritory,
no reports haYe been received from any of the respective superintendents of
Arizona, Utah, Nevada, \Vashington, and Idaho; consequently I can present
but little information in regard to the wants and requirements of the Indian
service within the limits of each. In regard to the Indians of Arizona, however,
a lengthy, comprehensive, and interesting commun~ation from Superintendent
Poston will be found among the accompanying papers.
It will be seen that, accor~ing to ·his estimate, there arc within the limits of
that 'rerritory something over fifty-eight thousand Indians. This estimate is
probably too large, as it includes the Gila Apache~ and the Navajocs, who may
be regarded as common to this and the adjacent Territory of New l\Icxico, and
have been mentioned in that part of this report relating to the latter. With the
exception of the hostile and powerful tribes just named, the IHdians of the
superintendency are friendly, and, in their habits, customs, and modes of life,
are far superior to the wandering tribes of the north. I ask especial attention
to the remarks of Superintendent Post.on in relation to the importance of a
formal recognition of the rights of these Indians, and the adoption of such
measures as will serve to maintain and strengthen the friendship thry now
manifest, and encourage among them a further development of their skill and
adaptation to the customs and pursuits of civilization.
Treaties of amity and peace have buen concluded with the Shoshones, of
Utah and Nevada, as follows, viz : At Fort Bridger, July 2, 1863, by Governor
Doty and Agent Mann, as commissioners on the part of the United States, and
the eastern bands of ~aid Indians; n.t Box Eluer, July 30, by Governor Doty
and General Connor, on the part of the United States, and the northwestern
bands; and at Ruby valley, October 1, by Governors Doty and Nyc, on the
part of the United States, and the western bands. These Indians haye long been
a scourge to the citizens of Utah aud N<'vada, and a terror to the emigrants and
travellers over the routes leading through those Territories. From the representations made by Governor Doty, we have reason to believe that those treaties
have been entered into by the Indians with a sincere desire for peace, and I have
no doubt that the friendly relations thus inaugurated may be maintained by
wise and judicious action on our part. The scarcity of game in these r_rerritories, and the occupation of the most fertile portions thereof by our settlements,
have reduced these Indians to a state of extreme destitution, and for several
years past they have been almost literally compelled to resort to plunder in
order to obtain the necessaries of life. It is not to be expected that a wild and
warlike people will tamely submit to the occupation of their country by another
race, and to starvation as a consequence thereof. It was perhaps unavoidable
that, in taking possession of these '.rerritories, hostilities should ensue between
our own people and the Indians, as the latter knew but little of the vast
disparity bet\veen their resources and power and our own, and consequently
would not listen to any reasonable propositions on our part. Much credit is due
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to General Connor and the forces under his command, for their prompt and
efficient services in chastising these Indians for their .o utrages and depredations
upon the whites, and in compelling them to sue for peace. Now that this desideratum has been attained, I respectfully recommend that measures be taken for
the negotiation of further treaties with the Indians, having for their object the
extinguishment of their title to the soil, and the setting apart of a suitable
portion of the public domain upon which they may be concentrated, and so
provided for that they need not be compelled to resort to plunder in order to
sustain life.
On the 7th and 14th of July last, councils were held by Governor Doty and
General Connor with the various bands of Utes, of Utah, and a verbal agreement for peace and friendship was made with them, so that it is now practicable
to negotiate a treaty with them. I also respectfully recommend that measures
be immediately taken for that purpose.
It gives me pleasure to state that the danger of hostilities with the Nez
Perces, on account of the rush of miners to their country, in consequence of the
discovery of extensive gold-bearing districts within their reservation, has passed
away. On the 9th of June laRt, Superintendent Hale and Agents Hutchins
and Howe, all of Washington Territory, concluded a treaty with this powerful
tribe, whereby they cede to the United States ab.out nine-tenths of their reservation, or ninety thousand square miles of territory, which was ceded to them
by their treaty of 18/)5. A copy of this treaty is in my possession, the original
not yet having reached me. Its provisions appear to me reasonable and just.
As soon as the original is received, it will be laid before you for submission to
the President and Senate. On account of its great importance to the citizens
of Washington and Idaho Territories and the State of Oregon, and to the
Indians interested, I trust that the treaty will be promptly ratified, and its provisions carried into effect.
The latest informati :m in regard to population, schools, wealth, and agricultural products of the Indians, will be found imbodied in the accompanying
tables relating to those subjects. .
In conclusion, I deem it proper to submit the following statement and recommendations in regard to the trust funds held by this department on account of
various Indian tribes :
United States bonds, loan of 1842, amounting to $193,280, which matured .January 1, 1863, were redeemed at the United States trAasury in coin, which was sold
for a premium of $82,754 55, which, with the principal, amounted to $276,034 55;
of this amount $260,000 was invested in United States 6 per cent. registere~
bonds, loan of 1862, and the balance, $16,034 55, was refunded to the appropriations from which the atnount originally invested was drawn.
$26,000 of ten per cent. bonds of the State of Kansas, maturing July 1,
1863, were redeemed by the State, and the avails thereof invested in seven
per cent. bonds of said State, maturing July 1, 1876.
As quite a large proportion of United States bonds, held by the Department
of the Interior in tl'ust for Indian tribes, were coupon bonds which were selling
at a premium, it was deemed to be for the best interest of the Indians that all
United States bonds of the loans of 1847 and 1861, together with those of the
States of Maryland and Pennsylvania, amounting to $516,208 50, should be
sold, and the original amount reinvested in United States six per cent. registered
bonds, loan of 1862, excepting the avails of $25,000 of Pennsylvania five per
cent. bonds held in trust for the Kaskaskias, Peorias, Weas, and Piankeshaws.(See act of March 3, 1863, Pamphlet Laws, 1862 and '63, folio 792.) Accordingly, said bonds were sold for the sum of $541,210 29, (making a premium of
$18,017 01.) Of thi(nmount $497,850 were reinvested in United States six per
cent. registered bonds, loan of 1862, and the balance, $43,360 29, refunded to
the appropriations from which :it was originally taken for investment.
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The sum of $6,400, which had mainly accumulated from the redemption of
stocks, was also invested in United States registered bonds, loan of 1862; making the total amount of bonds now held by the Department of the Interior
$3,037,892 15, as will appear in the accompanying statements, NoA. 1, 2~ ancl3.
One million seven hundred and four thousand three hnnclrecl dollars of said
bonds, (including the Indiana bond referred to in the report of Joseph A. Williamson, clerk, late in charge of the Indian trust fund, dated Nt>vember 30,
1861,) are those of States which have failed to provide for the payment of the
interest, until the interest thereon, computed to January 1, 1864, amounts to
the sum of $299,509.
There are also $83,000 of abstracted bonds for which Congress has made no
appropriation, (not including the Indiana bond for $1,000 previously referred
to,) upon which the interest, computed to January 1, 1864, amounts to $15,165.
I would therefore respectfully suggest the propriety of applying to Congress
for appropriations sufficient to reimburse the various Indian tribes for whom
said abstracted bonds were, and non-paying bonds are held in trust in the
amounts originally paid for the same; such appropriations to be entered to their
creilit upon the proper books of the Treasury Department; also for an appropriation of a sum sufficient to pay the delinquent interest upon said bonds computed to January 1, 1864, at the rate of five per cent. per annum upon the
amount originally invested in the same; and that the Treasurer of the United
States be authorized to pay the interest upon the amounts thus placed to the
credit of the various tribes at the rate of five per cent. per annum, payable semiannually-the first payment to be made on the first clay of July, 1864.
The accompanying statement, No. 4, exhibits the amount of non-paying bonds,
the amount originally invested therein, and the interest, computed at fiv~ per
cent. per annum upon the amounts originally invested, from the date of the last
payment or appropriation for that purpose, to January 1, 1664; and No.5 shows
the amount, cost and interest of the abstracted bonds.
Respectfully submitted.
WILLIAM P. DOLE, Commissioner.
Hon. J.P. UsHER,
Secretary of tlte Interior.
NoTE.-The following communications, comprising an addenda to the list of
accompanying papers, were received after the preparation of the foregoing reports, viz:
Annual reports from Elijah Steele, superintending agent for the northern district of California; Governor James W. N ye, ex officio superintendent of Nevada;
James D. Doty, superintendent of Utah; Lorenzo Labadi, agent for Indians in
New Mexico; a communication from Governor John Evans, ex officio superintendent of Colorado, relative to anticipated Indian hostilities; and a report from
Hon. Alexander Ramsey, relative to treaty negotiated with the Chippewas
of Red Lake and Pembina, and a council held with the Chippewas of the Mississippi.
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List oj' papers accompanying th.e report qf the Commissioner
for 1863.

if Indian

Affairs

OREGON SUPERINTENDE!'<CY.

No. 1. Report of J. W. P. Huntington, superintendent.
No. 2. Letter from same, enclosing extracts from official 1·eport of Colonel
C. S. Drew relative to hostilities in .the eastern part of Oregon.
No. 3. Extracts above referred to.
No. 4. Statistical report of agent B. R. Biddle.
No. 5. Report of W. H. Barnhart, agent at Umatilla agency.
No. 6. Report of Benjamin Simpson, agent at Siletz agency.
No.7. Report of James B. Bayley, physician at Siletz agency.
No.8. Report of John Willis, farmer at Siletz agency.
No. 9. Report of George Megginson, farmer at Siletz agency.
No. 10. Report of Robert Hill, farmer at Siletz agency.
No. 11. Report of J. B. Clarke, teacher t1t Siletz agency.
No. 12. Report of William Logan, agent at Warm Spring reservation.
No. 13. Report ofF. B. Chase, blacksmith at Warm Spring reservation.
No. 14. Report of vV. E. Smart, surveyor at Warm Spring reservation.
No. 15. Report of J.D. Hurst, miller at \:Varm Spring reservation.
No. 16. Report of George C. Cook, wagonmaker at Warm Spring reservation.
No. 17. Report of William C. McKay, physician at Warm Spring reservation.
No. 18. Report of M. Reaves, teacher at Warm Spring reservation.
No. 19. Report of J. Whiting, superintendent of farms at Warm Spring reservation.
No. 20. Report of Amos Harvey, sub-agent at Alseya sub-agency.
No. 21. Report of Thomas Clarke, farmer at Alseya sub-agency.
No. 22. Report of J. B. Condon, agent at Grande Ronde agency.
No. 23. Report of C. M. Sawtelle, teacher at Grande Ronde agency.
No. 24. Report of J. M. Miller, miller at Grande Ronde agency.
No. 25. Report of W. J. Bridgefarmer, teacher at Grande Ronde agency.
No. 26. Report of Nathaniel Hudson, physician at Grande Ronde agency.
No. 27. Report of Joseph Saunders, superintendent of farming at Grande
Ronde agency.
CALIFORNIA SUPERINTENDENCY.

No. 28. Report of George M. Hanson, superintending agent for the northern
district.
No. 29. Letter of same relative to purchase of goods in New York city, also
relative to Round valley.
No. 30. Letter of same relative to defeat in Congress of bill for the sale of
Nome Lackee and Mendocino reservations, &c.
No. 31. Letter of same relative to difficulties existing in Round valley.
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No. 32. Letter of same reporting result of his visits to the Indian reservations
in California.
No. 33. Letter of same relative to killing of two children by Indians, and
proceedings of a pul>lic meeting concerning the same.
No 34. Letter of same reporting distribution of goods, &c.
No. 35. Letter of same reporting destruction of property and provisions by
whites.
No. 36. Report of J. P. H. Wentworth, superintending agent for southern
district.
No. 37. Letter from same relative to his Indians inhabiting the Owens 1·iver
country.
No. 38. Report to the Secretary of the Interior relative to the above.
No. 39. Despatch from J. P. H. Wentworth, reporting renewal of difficulties
at Owen's river.
No. 40. Despatch from same, calling for funds.
NEW MEXICO.

No. 41. Report of Michael Steck, superintendent.
No. 42. Letter from General Carlton to Adjutant General Thomas relative to
a reservation for Navajo and Apache Indians.
No. 43. Report of Jose Antonio 1\Iansinarez, agent.
No. 44. Report of Levi J. Keithly, agent.
No. 45. Report of Ferdinand Maxwell, agent.
No. 46. Report of F. W Hatch, agent.
No. 47. Letter from W. F. 111. Arny, secretary of state of New Mexico, enclosing correspondence with late Superintendent Collins relative to murder of
Navajoes.
No. 48. Correspondence above referred to.
No. 49. Letter toW. F. M. Arny, acknowledging the above.
COLORADO TERRITORY.

No. 50.
No. 51.
No. 52.
No. 53.
No. 54.
No. 55.
No. 56.
No. 57.
No. 58.
No. 59.
No. 60.
No. 61.
No. 62.

Report of John Evans, governor, &c.
Letter of Agent Colley, accompanying above.
Report of Elbridge Gerry, accompanying above.
Letter of Agent Colley, accompanying above.
Contract with chiefs, accompanying above.
Report of Simeon Whitely, agent.
Report of S. G. Colley.
Letter from Agent Colley.
Letter to Agent Colley, l\farch 30, 1863.
Letter from Governor Evans, June 15, 1863.
Letter from Governor Evans, June 30, 1863.
Letter from Agent Colley, June 30, 1863.
Letter from Governor Evans, July 15, 1863.
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No. 63. Letter from Go.vernor Evans to Agent Whitely, July 11, 1863.
No. 64. Letter to Special Agent J. W. Wright, .August 14, 1863.
No. 65. Letter to Agent Colley, August 14, 1863.
No. 66. Report from John ""\V. Wright.
No. 66 ~· Report of John G. Nicolay relative to Indian affairs in Colorado
and Utah.
DAKOTA SUPERTKTENDENCY.

No. 67 . .Annual report of John Hutchinson, acting governor and ex o.fficio
superintendent of Indian affairs.
No. 68. Annual report of W . .A. Burleigh, agent for Yancton Sioux.
No. 6\l . .Annual repol't of John B. Hoffman, agent for the Poncas.
No. 70. Report of J . .Austin Lewis, farmel' for the Poncas.
No. 71. Letter from .Agent S. N. Latta, reporting condition of affairs in the
Upper Missouri country.
No. 72. Letter of Messrs. La Barge, Harkness & Co., and .Agent Henry W.
Reed, Telative to the necessity of establishing military posts on the Upper Missouri.
No. 73. Letter from .Agent S. N. Latta, United States agent, on the same
subject.
No. 74. Letter from AgentS. N. Latta on the same subject.
No. 75. Report to Secretary of the Interior of January 26, 1863, relative to
the neceEsity of sending troops to the Upper Missouri country.
No. 76. Report to same of March 11, 1863, on the same subject.
No. 77. Letter from the Secretary of War on the same subject.
No. 78. Report to Secretary of the Interior of June 19, 1863, enclosing letter
from H. W. Reed, reporting his inability to procure escort for goods going to
the Upper Missouri country.
No. 79. Letter from Agent H. W. Reed, referred to above.
No. 80. Letter from Agent S. N. Latta, reporting relative to hostilities of the
Indians on the Upper Missouri.
No. 81. Letter fi·om Agent H. W. Reed, reporting relative to his efforts to
repair to his agency.
SOUTHERN SUPF.RINTENDENCY.

No.
No.
No.
No.
No.
dians.
No.
No.
No.

81~.

82.
83.
84.
85.

Report of Superintendent W. G. Coffin.
Report of Jus tin Harlan, agent for the Cherokees.
Report of George .A. Cutler, agent for the Creeks.
Report of Isaac Coleman, agent for the Choctaws and Chickasaws.
Report of H. C. Ketchum, physician for the southern refugee In-

86. Report of G. C. Snow, agent for the Seminoles.
87. Report of E. H. Carruth, agent for the Wichitas.
88. Report of P. P. Elder, agent for the Osages, &c.
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No. 89. Report of Osage manual labor school.
No. 90. Report of A. V. Coffin, directing physician for northern refugee Indians.
No. 91. Letter from Superintendent Coffin relative to transportation of supplies to the Cherokee refugees.
No. 92. Letter from Superintendent Coffin relative to raids made in the Creek
and Cherokee countries.
No. 93. Letter from Superintendent Coffin, reporting difficulties between the
Osages and Wild Delawares.
No. 94. Letter from Superintendent Coffin, enclosing copy of letter of Colonel
William H. Phillips relative to the removal of the Cherokee Refugees.
No. 95. Letter of Colonel Phillips, above referred to.
No. 96. Letter from Superintendent Coffin relative to difficulties between the
Osages and Delawares.
No. 97. Letter from Superintendent Coffin, reporting 'attack by guerillas on
Dr. Palmer and Judge Hilderbrand, and murder of the latter.
No. 98. Letter from Superintendent Coffin, reporting illness of Opothleohola,
and feasibility of making treaty with the Creeks.
No. 99. Letter from Superintendent Coffin relative to arrival of Cherokees in
their own country and ·withdrawal of troops therefrom.
No. 100. Letter from Superintendent Coffin relative to the condition of affairs
within his superintendency.
No. 101. Letter from Superintendent Coffin relative to depredations com• mitted by "jayhawkers."
No. 102. Letter from Superintendent Coffin, enclosing one from Agent Harlan
relative to the condition of the Cherokees at Fort Gibson.
No. 103. Letter from Agent Harlan, above referred to.
No. 104. Letter from Superintendent Coffin relative to subsistence of the
Cherokees.
No. 105. Answer to the above.
No. 106. Letter from Superintendent Coffin, reporting capture by Osages of
a party of rebels passing through their country.
No. 107. Letter from Superintendent Coffin, enclosing letters from Agents
Caruth and Martin relative to a proposed council with certain Indians at variance with each other.
No. 108. Letter of Agent Uartin, above referred to.
No. 109. Letter of Agent Caruth, above referred to.
No. 110. Letter from Superintendent Coffin relative to train of supplies sent
to the Cherokee nation.
No. 111. Letter from Superintendent Coffin, enclosing report of Henry Smith
relative to affairs at Fort Gibson.
No. 112. Report above referred to, from Henry Smith.
No. 113. Letter from Superintendent Coffin, enclosing statement of .Agent
Harlan relative to the Cherokee refugees at Fort Gibson.
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No. 113~. Statement above refened to.
No. 114. Letter from Superintendent Coffin, enclosing reports of Special
Agent A. G. Proctor relative to the affairs of the Cherokees and other refugees
. nt Fort Gibson.
No. 115. Reports of Agent Proctor, of July 31 and August 9, above referred to.
Ro. 116. Letter from Superintendent Coffin relative to return of southern
refugees to their homes.
No. 117. Letter from Special Agent l\L Gookins, accompanying above.
No. 117 ~-. Letter from Superintendent Coffin, transmitting a report from ..Agent
Proctor relative to a recent rebel raid in the Cherokee country.
No. 117i. Report above referred to.
No. 118. Address of rebel commissioner of Indian affairs to the southern Indians, accompanying above.
No. 119. Letter from John Ross, &c., &c., relative to laws passed by the
Cherokee council, abolishing slavery and deposing rebel officers, &c.
No. 120. Proclamation of John Ross to the Cherokee nation, and conespondcnce between him and rebel officers.
CENTRAL SUPERINTENDENCY.

No. 121. Report of H. B. Branch, superintendent.
No. 122. Report of F. Johnson, agent for the Delawares.
No. 123. Report of Reverend John G. Pratt, superintendent of the Delaware
mission school.
No. 124. Letter to Agent Johnson, June 2, 1863, relative to removal of the
Delawares.
K o. 125. Report of 0. H. Irish, agent for the Omahas.
No. 126. Report of Reverend R. I. Burtt, missionary for the Omahas.
Xo. 127. Report of C. C. Hutchinson, agent for the Ottawas, &c.
No. 128. Report of C. B. Keith, agent for the Kickapoos.
No. 129. Report of G. A. Cotton, agent for the Osage River Indians.
No. 130. Report of W. W. Ross, agent for the Pottawatomies.
No. 131. R eport ofB. F. Lushbaugh, agent for the Pawnees.
No. 132. Report of E. G. Platts, teacher for the Pawnees.
No. 133. Report of C. H. Whaley, farmer for the Pawnees.
No. 134. Report of H. 1N. Martin, agent for the Sacs and Foxes.
No. 135. Report of R. P. Duval, teacher for the Sacs and Foxes.
No. 136. Report of J.P. Baker, agent for the Ottoes and :Missourias.
No. 137. Report of John Loree, agent for the Upper Platte agency.
No. 138. Report of H. W. Farnsworth, agent for the Kansas Indians.
No. 139. Report ofT. S. Huffaker, farmer for the Kansas Indians.
No. 140. Report of l\L Stubbs, superintendent Kansas manual labor school.
No. 141. Report of J.A. Burbank, agent for the Great Nemaha agency.
No. 142. Report of W. H. Mann, teacher for the Great Nemaha agency.
No. 143. Report of M. Griffin, farmer for the Great Nemaha agency.
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NORTHERN SUPERINTENDENCY:

No. 144. Report ofT. J. Galbraith, agent for the Sioux, for 1862.
No. 145. Report of L. E. Webb, agent for the Chippewas of Lake Superior.
No. 146. Report of V. Smith, physician for the Chippewas of Lake Superior.
No. 147. Report of J. A. Wilson, farmer for the Chippewas of LakP Superior.
No. 148. Letter of instructions to Superintendent C. W. Thompson, of April
8, 1863, relative to the removal of the Sioux and Winnebago Indians.
No. 149. Lctfer to Superintendent Thompson, of April 9, 1863, on the same
subject.
No. 150. Letter to Agent St. A. D. Balcombe, enclosing copy of act of
Congress on the same subject.
No. 151. Copy of act of Congress above mentioned.
No. 152. Letter from Superintendent Thompson, of April .28, on the same
subject.
~o. 153. Letter from same, of June I', on the same subject.
No. 154. Letter from Charles E. Mix, of 1\fay 21, on the same subject.
No. 155. Letter from same, of May 29, on the same subject.
No. 156. Letter from R. C. Olin, assistant adjutant general, enclosing list oi
Sioux Indians and half-breeds encamped at l!,ort Snelling.
No. 157. Letter from Superintendent Thompson in regard to sites selected by
him in Dakota for the Sioux and Winnebagoes.
No. 158. Letter from ,Superintendent Thompson relative to establishing reservations for the Sioux and W~nnebagoes.
No. 159. Letter from Brigadier General Sully relative to the condition of the
Winnebagoes removed to Dakato.
No. 160. Letter from the Secretary of War, enclosing letter from Brigadier
General Sully on the same subject.
No. 161. Letter of General Sulley above referred to.
No. 162. Letter to Agent St. A. D. Balcombe in relation to site selected for
the Winne bagocs.
No. 163. Letter to Superintendent Thompson, enclosing one from Superinintendent H. B. Branch, with communication from Agent 0. H. Irish, relative
to the "'\Vinnebagocs arriving at the Omaha agency.
No. 164. Letters of Superintendent Branch and Agent Irish, above referred to·
No. 165. Letter to same on the same subject.
No. 166. Letter from Agent A. C. Morrill relative to the feeliug of the Chippewas under his charge.
No. 167. Letter from Charles E. Mix relative to sale of liquor to the Chippewas and interview with Hole-in-the-day, &c.
No. 168. Letter from same, reporting interview with Hole-in-the-day.
No. 169. Letter from Hole-in-the-day relative to the Chippewas of the :Mississippi.
No. 170. Letter to Supe.rintendent Thompson, enclosing eundry letters from
Agent Morrill relative to the Chippewas.
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No. 171. Letter from same, enclosing one from Agent Morrill showing the
condition of affairs at Leech lake.
No. 172. Letter from Agent Morrill.
No. 173. Letter from Agent Morrill, showing the feeling of the Indians under
his charge.
No. 17 4. Letter from Agent L. E. Webb relative to a visit of a party of Chippewas of Red lake to his agency.
No. 17 5. Letter from the Secretary of State, enclosing communication from
Lord Lyons relative to supplying arms to Indians of the northwest.
No. 176. Letter of Lord Lyons referred to above.
No. 177. Communication to Lord Lyons, accompanying above.
No. 178. Letter from the Secretary of State, enclosing copy of letter of A. G.
Dallas, governor-in-chief of Rupert's Land, to General Sibley, giving an account
of an interview with Little Crow, chief of the Sioux Indians.
No. 179. Letter from Governor Dallas above referred to.
No. 180. Letter from Alexander Ramsey, governor of ~Iinnesota, relative to
the negotiation of a treaty with the Chippewas of Red lake and Pembina.
No. 181. Letter from same on the same subject.
No. 182. Letter from same on the same subject.
No. 183. Letter of instructions to the Board of Visitors to the Chippe~a Indians.
No. 184. Report to the Secretary of the Interior relative to the Winnebagoes
who desire to remain in Minnesota.
No. 185. Reply of the Secretary of the Interior to the above.
No. 186. Instructions to the appraisers of the Winnebago lands relative to
the above subject.
No. 187. Report of the Board of Visitors to the Chippewas of Lake Superior.
GREEN BAY ACENCY.

No. 188. Report of }f. M. Davis, agent.
No. 189. Report of H. H. Martin, farmer for the Menomonees.
No. 190. Report of Reverend J. Slingerland, teacher for the Menomonees.
No. 191. Report of William Willand, teacher for the Menomonees.
No. 192. Report of Jane Dousman, teacher for the Menomonees.
No. 193. Report of Kate Dousman, teacher for the Menomonees.
No. 194. Report of R. Dousman, teacher for the Menomonees.
No. 195. Report of E. A. Goodnough, teacher for the Menomonees.
No. 196. Report of Alva Smith, foreman for the Menomonees.
No. 197. Report of Ogden Brooks, blacksmith for the Menomonees.
No. 198. Report of E. Murdock, miller for the Menomonees.
No. 199. Despatch from Major General John Pope relative to depredations
by wandering Winnebagoes.
No. 200. Despatch from Superintendent Thompson on the same subject.
No. 201. Report of the Secretary of the Interior on the same subject.
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No. 202. Letter to General Pope on the same subject.
No. 203. Letter from the Secretary of the Interior on the same subject.
No. 204. Letter from Brigadier General Canby on the same subject.
No. 205. Letter from Ed ward Solomon, governor of Wisconsin, enclosing cor·
respondence with J\fajor General Pope on the same subject.
No. 206. Letter to General Pope, accompanying the above.
No. 207. Letter from General Pope, accompanying the above.
No. 208. Despatch to General Pope, accompanying the above.
No. 209. Letter from Governor Solomon, enclosing one from Hon. J. T. Kingston on the same subject.
No. 210. Letter of J. T. Kingston above referred to.
No. 211. Petition of citizens of Wisconsin, accompanying the above.
No. 212. Letter from Governor Solomon on the same subject.
No. 213. Letter from the Secretary of War, enclosing correspondence with
General Pope on the same subject.
No. 214. Correspondence above referred to.
No. 215. L etter from Governor Solomon, enclosing petition on the same subject.
No. 216. Petition above mentioned.
No. 217. Letter to Hon. W. D. Mcindoe on the same subject.
No. 218. Letter from Agent M. M. Davis on the same subject.
No. 219. Letter from l\1. 1\f. Davis, enclosing one from the chiefs of Menomonees on the same subject.
~o. 220. Letter from chiefs above referred to.
No. 221. Letter from Governor Solomon, enclesing petition of citizens of Polk
county on the same subject.
No. 222. Petition above referred to.
No. 223. Letter to Governor Solomon on the same subject.
No. 224. Letter from Hon. W. D. Mcindoe on the same subject.
No. 225. Letter from Hon. W. D. Mcindoe on the same subject.
No. 226. Letter to Governor Solomon on the same subject.
No. 227. Letter from Superintendent Thompson, enclosing report of J. C.
Ramsey on the same subject.
No. 228. Report of J. C. Ramsey above referred to.
No. 229. Petition to General Smith from G. \V. Bailey and 124 others.
MICiliGA~

AGENCY.

No. 230. Report of D. C. Leach, agent.
NEW YORK AGENCY.

No. 231. Report of D. E. Sill, agent.
MISCELLANEOUS.

No. 232. Communication from Charles D. Poston, superintendent for Ari11ona,
relative to Indian affairs in that Territory.

/

166

REPORT OF TilE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR.

No. 233 Letter to Superintendent Poston, giving instructions relative to the
Papagos.
No. 234. Letter from Orion Clemens, acting governor of Nevada, of July 2,
1863.
No. 235. Letter from J. T. Lockhart, agent, relative to the Pahute Indians.
No. 236. Letter from J.D. Doty, superintendent for Utah, relative to the Ute
Indians.
No. 237. Letter from same relative to the Indians in Utah.
No 238. Letter from same relative to treaty with the Shoshonees.
No. 239. Letter from same reporting details of his northern expedition among
the Indians.
No. 240. Report of A. A. Bancroft, agent for the Y akimas, in Washington
Territory.
No. 241. Report of H. C. Thompson, farmer for the Yakimas.
No. 242. '.rabular statements of Indian trust funds, nuwbered 1, 2, 3, 4, anu 5.
No. 243. Statement of liabilities to the Indian tribes under treaty stipulations.
No. 244. Statement of population, wealth, education, and agriculture among
the different Indian tribes.

No.1.
OFFICE SuPERINTENDENT !~DIAN

AFFAIRS,
Salem, Oregon, September 12, 1863.
SIR: In reporting upon the condition of the Indian tribes in this superintendency for the past year, I shall confine myself to general statements as to their
condition and progress, suggesting such changes as appear necessary and judicious, and refer you to the reports of agents· and subordinates, which are herewith transmitted, for details.
':rhe relations •of peace and amity which existed, at the date of the last annual report, with those tribes with whom treaties have been made, have been
maintained uninterrupted during the last year. This is due in part to the efficient assistance rendered by the military, but more, I think, to the advance
made by the Indians themselves in civilizatio.H, and the gro·wing tendency
which they exhibit to abandon their savage habits, and depend upon agriculture
for their subsistence.
Since taking charge of the affairs of this superintendency, on the first of
April last, I have visited all of the reservations, conferred \Vith the agents, and
endeavored to thoroughly inform myself as to the condition and wants of the
various tribes. In order to do this, I have been compelled to travel more than
· two thousand mHes, a large pm:t of which has been done on horseback.
I\Iy first efforts were directed towards securing the return of the large number
of Inuians who had escaped from the reservations, and were infesting the white
settlements. From the citizens of "\Villamette valley, in particular, complaints
numerous and loud were received, of these stragglers, and I therefore directed
the several agents to promptly arrest all Indians absent without special permission, to return them to the reservation!:!, and endeavor to prevent their escape
in the future.
'l'his has imposed upon the agents and upon myself much additional labor,
and the a::;sistauce of the military has in some inst.mces been required; but the
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effort has been so far successful, that over five hundred Indians hnvc been recovered from Willamctte valley alone;· and, indeed, I am not aware that any arc
now left in that part of the country. A large number, probably two hundred
or three hundred, are scattered along the coast, from the mouth of the Umpqua
1·iver to the California line, but I hope to be able to report them all upon the
reservation before next winter.
Complaints were also made by citizens of Umpqna valley, of a band of Indians with whom no treaty had been made, inhabiting the mountains on the
head of the north Urnpq-qa rivrer, and frequently annoying the white settler8 in
the eastern part of the Umpqua valley. 'l'aking an interpreter with me, I left
this place on the first of August last, and proceeded to that part of the country,
for the purpose of inducing them to go to one of the reservations. A part of the
Indians fled to the mountains, upon hearing of my approach, but about thirty-five
of them remained until I came up. These complained that the government had
made no treaty with them, had given them no presents, and they utterly refused
to leave their old haunts. Obtaining some assistance, I attempted to compel
them to go, but they escaped, on the night of Augu&t 13, to the mountains, and
I was unable to hol<.l any further communication with them. It will be impossible to do anything further with them until the snows of winter drive them out
of the mountains, and then not without military assistance. There are about
sixty of them altogether, and these are the only ones between the Cascade
mountains and the coast who are not under the control of the department.
East of the Cascade mountains, the various bands of Snakes, comprising the
Klamaths, Modocs, Shoshonees, Bannocks,· Winnas, and probably other tribes,
whose numbers may be estimated from four thousand to five thousand, occupy
the vast region, only partially explored, lying south of the lands purchased of
the Nez Perces, Cayuses, vV alia-\Vallatt, U matillas, and confederated tribes and
bands of Middle Oregon.
All of these, except a portion of the Klamaths and Uodocs, arc, and have
b~en for a long period, in a state of actual hostility towards the whites. Gold
has recently been discovered in various parts of this country, and the miners
who have gone there in quest of it arc constantly subjected to their depredations.
l!...,or further and more detailed information in regard to them, I refer you to the
report of late Superintendent E. R. Geary for 1860; the reports of my immediate
predecessor, W. H. Rector, for 1861 and 1862, antl the report of Agent Kirkpatrick for 1862. I regard it of the utmost importance that treaties be made
with these bands, and I recommend that the sum of twenty thousand dollars
($20,000) be placed at the disposal of commissioners to be appointed for that
purpose. There arc no Indians other than those above enumerated within the
limits of this superintendency, who arc not under the control of the Indian department, and located at the various agencies.
UMATILLA AGENCY.

This agency is located on the Teservation set apart for the Walia-Walia,
Cayuse, and Umatilla tribes, numbering nine hundred and sixteen souls, which
embraces a large tract of fertile land, well watered, tolerably well supplied with
timber, and situated in a mild and genial climate. It bas also the advantage of
proximity to the new gold fields of Oregon and Idaho, and conseq ucntly will
enjoy for many years to come a remunerative market for all the surplus produce
which can be raised. "\Vith proper energy and good management, there is no
reason why this agency may not in a few years become self-supporting. The
Indians located here are both intellectually and physically superior to the tribes
west of the Cascade mountains, and if they arr. in some respects less advanced
in civilization, it is bcc~mse they luwe hacl, until recently, but little intercourse
with "\vhitcs. They nearly all adhere to their old habits of living in lodges con-
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structed of poles and skins, which they frequently move from place to place, .
but in agriculture they are behind no Indians in the State. At the time of my
visit in June last, their numerous fields gave promise of abundant yield of both
cereals and vegetables.
'.rhe chief wants of this agency now are the saw and flouring mills, provided
for in the fourth article of the treaty of March, 1859. Much diesatisfaction exists among the Indians, because the government has thus far failed to comply
with the stripulations of this article. An appropriation of ten thousand dollars
was made for this purpose in 1860, and a part or the whole of it was placed in
the hands of Agent Abbott to be expended. I regret to be compelled to say
that the money was wholly wasted; a frame was erected and machinery bought,
all of which was utterly valueless. I refer you to the report of late Superintendent Rector for 1862, for explicit information on this point. Good faith to the
Indians requires that the mills be erected and put in operation without delay,
and I recommend that another appropriation of .ten thousand dollars be made for
that purpose. The report of Agent Wm. H. Barnhart, which is herewith transmitted, will furnish you with valuable information with regard to the affairs and
condition of this agency . .
WARM SPRINGS AGENCY.

·The reservation on which this agency is located extends from the Des Chutes
river on the east to the summit of the Cascade mountain on the west, and from the
Mutton mountains on the north to the l\fetolis river on the south. It contains
about 1,024,000 acres, of which I estimate not more than four thousand acres
are suitable for cultivation. Two-thirds of the remainder (say 680,000 acres)
is prairie, unfit for tillage, but producing an abundance of nutritious grass. The
other third (say 340,000 acres) is either 1·ocky barrens or timbered :rr10untains.
I do not concur in the opinions which have been expressed of the unfitness of
this tract for the purposes of an Indian colony. On the contrary, there is an
ample amount of good land to raise food for all the Indians located upon it, a
sufficient supply of timber and water, and its location, far away from any of the
great routes of travel and the new gold fields, will permit the Indians, if confined
to the reservation, to be kept away from the contaminating influences of white
associations. But, unfortunately, the treaty of April 18, 1859, with the confederated tribes and bands of Middle Oregon, provides in article 1st that the Indians
shall have the right to fish in common with the citizens of the United States,
at the fisheries on the lower Des Chutes and Columbia rivers, and to pasture
their animals, hunt, gather berries and roots, on unclaimed lands outside of the
reservation. The effect of this unfortunate provision of the treaty is, to permit
the Indians to leave the reservation whenever they choose, and they really reside at the reservation but a small portion of the year. Under pretence of fishing and herding their stock, they infest the towns along the Columbia river, and
defy all the efforts of the agent to prevent their procuring whiskey. The sales
of fish and ponies, and the prostitution of their women afford them plenty of
money, and render them less desirous than they otherwise would be to engage
in agriculture.
From information received of Agent Logan, and from conversations with the
Indians during my visit in June last, I am confident that for a moderate sum
invested in clothing, agricultural implements, teams, &c., they would be willing
to give up the right, and consent to be confined to the reservation. This, if
accomplished, would relieve the white settlements of a very great nuisance, and
very much better the condition of the Indians. I recommend an appropriation
of three thousand dollars, to be paid in two annual instalments, for that purpose.
r:I'he treaty above alluded to also provides (Article 4) that the United States
shall erect suitable hospital buildings, one school-house and a dwelling-house,
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and requisite out-buildings for each employe. Appropriations made for these
purposes appear to have been withheld for some reason of which I am uninformed. I have recently made a requisition for them, and trust they may be forwarded without further delay. 'rhe hospital buildings are especially needed, as
medical treatment of Indians living in their own camps, covered with filth and
vermip, exposed to cold and damp, fed upon improper diet, and, worst of all,
liable, in the absence of the physician, to follow the prescriptions of the Indian doctors, is utterly useless. The building intended for this purpose is
totally unsuitable, being small, badly lighted, and so open as to render it impossible to preserve that equable temperature necessary for the care of the sick.
'l'hese Indians have made more progress in agriculture during the past year
than in the five previous years, and, if they can be confined to the reservation,
under efficient management, can be made to raise sufficient food for their own
support. A few have also built hou8es during the last year, but most of them
yet live in lodges covered with skins and mats. 'rhe report of Agent Logan,
herewith transmitted, will give you further information.
GRAND RONDE AGENCY.

This agency is situated at the eastern extremity of the Coast reservation, on
the head waters of the Yam Hill river, a small tributary of the Willamette.
Its soil, although a heavy clay, difficult to work, is well adapted to the growth
of the cereals, but veg·etables are raised with difficulty; and from its elevation,
being near the summit of the Coast range, the climate is some degrees colder
than in the Willamette valley. l\fost of the Indians here were m·iginally from
those parts of the State first settled by whites, and have beeu longer under the
control of the department than any others. They have, consequently, advanced
in agriculture more than those at other agencies. Most of them live in comfortable houses, have farms upon which they can, and do, raise sufficient food, and
many of them are well supplied with teams and farming utensils. '1.1 heir progress
in these respects has, indeed, been most gratifying. Owing to the proximity of
this agency to the white settlements, they have very frequently succeeded in
evading the efforts of the agent to prevent the introduction of whiskey, and the
deplorable consequences attendant upon its use are apparent upon a portion
of the tribes located here. 'l'he stringent efforts of Agent Condon, aided by the
efficient help of the troops at Fort Yam Hill, and the re~ent change of the laws
in this State, in relation to Indian testimony, have, during the last year, very
much reduced the traffic, and, it is hoped. may break it up altogether.
The reports of Agent Condon, and the various employes at this agency, are
-so full that further remarks from me are unnecessary.
<

"'• f

SILETZ AGENCY.

,

1

Situ'd.te~ 1rt e~r the centre of the Coast reservation, in a valley of remarkable
fertility, aoundalit1y supplied with good timber and water, its numerous streams
abo\tnding witb a great variety of fish, its hills and mountains affording an abundance of game and nhtritious wild fruits, the Siletz agency has every natural
adv~ntage for becomfu?, a p~osperous Ind .an c~lony. Its is?lation, too-be~ng
separated from the wli1te -settlements by a cham of mountams forty-five miles
in extent, always difficult to cross, and, in winter, impassable-exempts the Indians from those vices which they are sure to acquire from intercourse with
whites.
The soil, while it produces the cereals in moderate abundance, yields vegetables in enormous quantities. Sufficient supplies for the large uumber of Indians
(by the last census 2,025) belonging to this agency can be t'asily and cheaply
raised, and the tribes may soon be made to support themselves by agriculture.
Commendable progress has been made during the last year. A considerable
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number of Indians have erected good houses, with no assistance, except that
nails were furnished by the government. Large fields for the agency, as well
as numerous small ones for the Indians, have been fen(ied and put iu cultivation,
and a general willingness is exhibited to adopt civilized habits. Although the
number of Indians located here is greater than at any other agency, the appropriations for its benefit are very meagre. 'The Shasta, Scotons and about half
of the Rogue Rivers are the only tribes here with whom treaties have been
made and ratified. 'These number only 259 souls, while the tribes not parties
to any treaty, to wit, the Ooquilles, Macanootenas, Noltananas, Tootootenas,
Sixes, J oshuas, 1:!-,lores Creeks, Chasta Costas, Port Orfords, Euchers, and
Chetcoes, number 1,766 souls.-(See census of 1861.) No appropriations have
ever been made, designed for the benefit of these tribes, until the last year, when
the sum of ten thousand dollars was appropriated, but no part of the amount has
yet been remitted. I trust that, in accordance with my requisition, it may be
placed at my disposal for their benefit at an eaTly clay.
A treaty was made on the 11th of August, 1855, by Joel Palmer, then superintendent of Indian affctirs, which included not only most of these tribes, but the
Suiselaws, Cooses, and Alseas, numbering by the census of 1863, 521 souls,
now located at Alsea agency, and.the Yaquonah and Siletz tribes, now located
at Siletz, but not included in the census of 1861. 'l~he Salmon River and N estuckee tribes, numbering about 300 souls, now under the control of the agent at
Grand Ronde, do not appear to have been included in the treaty above named,
or in any other. By this treaty all the terrritory between the summit of the
Coast range of mountains and the Pacific ocean, extending from the Columbia
river on the north to the California line on the Routh, including the towns of
Astoria and other settlements near the mouth of the Col urn bia river, the settlements at Tillamook, the towns of Umpqua, Scottsburg, Gardiner, Empire City,
Port Orford, Ellensburg, and, indeed, all the white settlements along the coast,
and the whole of the present Coast reservation, was ceded to the United States.
But as the Senate failed to ratify the treaty the title to the whole of the territory
above specified is still vested in the Indians, and the white settlers thereon are
but trespassers upon Indian lands. J nstice to these settlers (among whom are
many of the pioneers of the State) requires that the Indian title be extinguished
without further delay. 'l'wo methods occur to me by which this may be clone:
first, by ratifying the treaty made by Superintendent Palmer in 1855; and
second, by making a new tn.aty. The treaty of 1855 was very liberal in its
promises to the Indians, and provided for large and, it appears to me, extravagant expenditures. A new purchase can be made, in my opinion, for a far less
sum, which will be equally beneficial to the whites and satisfactory to the Indians. But whatever course may be adopted, I cannot too strongly urge the
necessity of some action in the premises, not only to secure the title of whites to
their lands and valuable improvements but to keep faith with and satidy the
Indians. 'T.hey complain, and not unjustly, that the government, through its
· agents, bought and took possession of their lands, and removed them to a reservation, and yet has utterly refused to carry out its part of the contract. They
are consequently discontented, unwilling to remain on the reservation, and reluctant to submit to the control of the agent. I recommend, therefore, either
that the treaty of 1855 be ratified, or that an appropriation of five thousand
dollars be made to enable the superintendent, in conjunction with the agents at
Alsea and Siletz, to make a new treaty.
ALSEA AGENCY.

The Al ~ea agen cy is also located upon the Coast reservation, eight miles below
the mrmth of AlE:ca, h ay, and distant about forty miles from the Si letz agency.
Its remote position and the d~fficulty of reaching it by land are advantageous in
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cutting off the Indians from association with whites, but at the same time they
make it difficult to secure effici(mt employes, and have deterred previous superintendents from visiting it. But a small amount of money has ever been
expended here, and the buildings are consequently few, sma1l, and rudely constructed. 'I'hey are :::ituated near the centre of the Yawhuch prairie, a beautiful
tract of very fertile land, containing 600 or 800 acres, washed on the west by
the ocean, and bordered on the east by densely timbered hills. It has been
supp0sed that cereals could not be produced here in consequence of the cold
damp winds from the ocean, but Special Agent Harvey haf.'l, this season, succeeded in raising fair crops of wheat and oats, while potatoes and other esculent
roots, plants of the Brassica tribe, and, indeed, e-verything requiring a cool, moist
climate and rich soil, yield enormous returns for the labor bestowed.
The
ocean and small streams near by yield fish of firw quality in greatest abundance,
and ~lthough not a proper location for a very large nurnbcr of Indians, the number now located there, 521 souls, can easily and cheaply be made to subsist
themselves. As I have remarked in another part of this report, these Indians
are · very much dissatisfied because the treaty made with them has not been
ratirled, and many of them manifest great unwillingness to remain at the agency.
They ought not, indeed, to be too severely censured for this, for the absence of
appropriations for their benefit has prevented their being supplied with clothing,
blankets, &c., and they are, in consequence, mostly destitute.
A few have erected comfortable houees without assistance, except in furnishing nails, but no school has ever been kept among them, and they are less
advanced in agriculture than any other tribes in this superintendency.
I refer you to the report of Special Agent Harvey, and the farmer employed
by him, for further detailed information in regard to this agency.
JACKSONVILLE.

Although there is no agency at tl1is place, and the department has no property of any kind there, Sub-agent Amos E. Rogers has been stationed there since
his appointment in 1862.
The country in and ar<:\nnd Jacksonville was purchased from the Rogue River
Indians several years ago, and they were all removed to the Coast reservation.
Within the last two years part of the Klamaths and Modoc bands of Snakes
have left their own country, and taken up their abode in the valley of Rogue
river, have made their living by trade with whites, theft, and the prostitution of
their women.
'Their presence is a constant annoyance and terror to the whites, and fre~
quently leads to difficulties which the agent cannot easily adjust. They express
not only a willingness but a strong desire to sell their lands, and it is to be very
much regretted that funds and authority have not long ago been given to the
superintendent to conclude a treaty with them.
The military department has recently taken the preliminary steps to establish a military post in their country; and when troops are stationed there, the
.agent can with safety reside among them, and will be directed to do so. Unless
funds are appropriated for his use, however, he can accomplish but little good.
T'he other demands upon my time have not permitted me to visit these Indians,
but I hope to be able to do so before winter, and I will then report more fully
as to their condition and wants.
'rhe annual report of Sub-agent Rogers has not yet been received. It will be
promptly forwarded on its arrival.
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EDUCATION.

The experience of the department, in its efforts thus far to educate the tribes
under its control in this superintendency, plainly indicates that "manual labor'
schools are the only ones from which any substantial benefit can be expected.
To place Indian children for a few hours each day in a school where letters
only are taught, leaving them at night, and in vacation, to return to their parents
and their savage modes of life, has not, and cannot, produce any good results.
The attendance of children is irregular and uncertain. They retain the filthy
habits and the loose morals of their parents, and acquire only a limited knowledge of the simpler branches, which they forget much more easily than they
learn. In schools on the "manual labor" plan the children are under the entire control of the teacher; they are comfortably clothed; feel on wholesome
diet ; the boys are taught to labor in the gardens and workshops; the girls instructed in needlework and housework-in fact, they are raised and educated like
white children, and on leaving the school are found to have acquired a knowledge of and taste for civilized habits. The very labor which they perform is
indeed made to contribute to their support, and schools of this character, once
established, can be made very nearly self-supporting if the teachers are paid
and books provided by the government.
The "manual labor" school at Grand Ronde agency, under the management
of Mr. and Mrs. Sawtelle, has been a decided success. Agent Simpson has recently caused a similar one to be established at Siletz, under the guidance of
Mr. and Mrs. Clark, which promises good results, if want of funds does not
embarrass it.
I regret to say that schools at the other agencies, kept as they are upon the
"clay school" plan, have not resulted in the advancement of the scholars which
the sums expended would warrant us in expecting. I recommend such legislation by Congress as will enable all schools to be conducted upon the "manual
labor" principle. For more detailed information on this subject I refer you to
the reports of the several agents.
FINANCES.

Financial difficulties have caused great embarrassment in this superintendency
during the past year. 'l'he paper money issued by the government has never
been accepted as currency by the people of this coast. Transactions of all
kinds between individuals, whether merchants, mechanics, farmers, or miners,
are made in gold, while legal-tender notes-bought and11old as a commodity in
the market-bear a depreciated, constantly fluctuating value. 'l'his has caused
an apparent advance in the prices paid for artices purchased, correspondingwith
the depreciation of the notes, and has practically reduced the appropriations from
thirty to forty per cent. But it is in the salaries of employes that these fluctuations of the currency have been most detrimental to the service.
Efficient men cannot be long retained, when their salaries-not very liberal
when paid in full-are paid in paper which they cannot convert into gold at
more favorable rates than sixty or seventy cents on the dollar. Some of the
most experienced and valuable employes have left the service, and difficulty
has been experienced in filling their places. Most would have resigned had not
the recent federal victories caused an advance in the value of the notes. In one
or two instances, where the necessity was imperative, I have authorized an increase of pay, but in general this has been avoided, in the hope that such success would attend the efforts of the government in putting down the rebellion as
to restore the currency to something near its par value. Another difficulty arises
from the -fact that the funds are deposited with the assistant treasurers at New
York and San Francisco, subject to the order of the superintendent.
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Funds have been transferred to the agents in checks upon these officers, and
difficulty and delay have often been experienced from inability to convert these
checks into money. Unless circumstances are more favorable in this particular,
I shall be compelled to visit San ]'rancisco in person to bring up the money.
The amount of funds received by me from April 1, 1863, (when I assumed
the <iuties of this office,) to September 1, 1863, is as follows:
From late Superintendent Rector ....................•.....
From Commissioner .................................... .
From other sources ..................................... .

$15,616 01
62,500 00
9,750 00

Total ... . ...................................... .
Amount disbursed during same period .....................•

87,866 01
56,664 08

Balance unexpended September 1, 1863 .................•...

31,201 93
===============

GENERAL REMARKS.

In expending the funds appropriated for the benefit of the various tribes, the
chief objects to be attained, in my opinion, are the advancement of the Indians
in agriculture and the simpler mechanic arts, and their education not only in
letters, but also in general habits of morality and industry, thus gradually lessening the cost to the government of their support, and eventually enabling them
to maintain themselves.
Where the acts of Congress, or the instructions of the department, allow discretion to the superintendent or agents in expending appropriations, I have uniformly caused the disbursements to be made with reference to these objects, in
preference to giving presents of clothing, provisions, or gewgaws, which gratify
for a short time the vanity or appetites of the Indians, but are soon worn out
and consumed. A considerable part of the annuities should be expended in supplying them with teams, domestic animals, and agricultural implements, instead
of clothing, tinware, fancy articles, &c., &c., which have heretofore generally
been purchased. This policy will, I trust, meet your approval, and will be continued, unless I am otherwise instructed. Economy and efficiency alike require
that the funds be promptly remitted.
The credit of the Indian department has been so often and so severely taxed
in this superintendency that merchants and others are very reluctant to furnish
supplies except for cash in hand. Delay invariably causes enhancement of
prices and dissatisfaction among employes, and I hope will be avoided in
future. None of the Indians within this superintendency have ever visited the
States cast of the Rocky mountains, and consequently have but an insignificant
idea of the numbers, power, and high civilization of the American people.
In visiting them this summer I uniformly found among the chiefs of the various tribes a desire to visit and "talk " with the " Great Father" at Washington, and much good would no doubt result if this wish could be gratified. I
respectfully suggest that steps be taken to enable ten of the chiefs and principal
men to make the journey.
In concluding this report, it gives me pleasure to be able to say that the
several agents within this superintendency appear to be zealous and efficient in
the discharge of their arduous duties, and that they seem to have acquired the
respect and confidence of the tribes under their charge.
I remain, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
J. W. PERI'I' HUNTINGTON,
Superintendent Indian Ajj'airs in Oregon.
Hon. WILLIAM P. DoLE,
Commissioner of Indian Affairs, Washington, D. C.
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No.2.
OFFICE OF SUPERINTENDENT OF INDIAN AFFAIR~,
Salem, Oregon, September 28, 1863.
SIR : rrhe enclosed extracts from the official report of Major (now Lieutenant
Colonel) Charles S. D:t'ew, commanding at Camp Baker, Jackson county, Oregon,
to Brigadier General Wright, commanding department of the Pacific, furnishes
much information in regard to southeastern Oregon valuable to the Indian
department as well as to the military. I request, if it does not arrive too late,
that it be published with my annual report for this year.
·
The necessity for treating with the Indians of that region, and bringing them
under the control of the department, has been fully set forth in my let ter to your
office of June 1 last, as well as my annual report, and is too apparent to require
further remark from me.
I trust the subject will receive from you at an early day the consideration
which its im~ortance merits.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
J. W. PERIT HUNTINGTON,
Supe1·intendent qf Indian Ajj'airs in Oregon.
Hon. WILLIAM P. DoLE,
Commissioner, ~·c., Washington, D. C.

No.3.
CAMP BAKER, Oregon, February 20, 1863.
GENERAL: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your request of
the 27th ultimo for a sketch of the Klamath Lake country, and for my views
as to the necessity for a military post there, and, in compliance, very respectfully
submit the following:
If I have treated the subject under discussion more fully than its merits have
heretofore seemed to require, or should it appear that I have exceeded the proper
limits of your inquiry, I beg that you will not attribute to me any want of
respect to my superiors, or any intentional officiousness in laying before you
some facts that are not of record at department headquarters, and are not now
specifically called for. My chief desire in the premises is to render all the service in my power during the short period in which I am likely to have the
opportunity to render any at all; and as I have been personaJly cognizant of all
that has transpired of a hostile character in this regio1;1 of country since its
earliest settlement, I may seem unduly zealous in representing its necessities.
But I trust not. Rather that, however, than that I should hereafter be considered as having neglected to perform a well-known duty.
I have been more thorough in my observations concerning the old route (the
southern Oregon emigration road) via "Applegate Pass," and have noted dis~
tances beyond the points of your inquiry, in order that it might the more readily
appear how important it is that this road should be kept open to the overland
emigration, as well as to show its value as a public thoroughfare to and from
the Humboldt and Washoe mines for nearly all of Oregon and a large portion
of California.
Military protection is not a necessity of recent or present origin, as I will
endeavor to demonstrate before I close this report, by citing the actual murders
of which it has been the scene, but a necessity of at least sixteen years stand-
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ing, for travel upon it since its first exploration, in 1846, by Jesse Applegate,
esq., has never been secure from depredations by the Indians, except for large
parties who were more or less acquainted with their character, and kept continually guarded against them.
What is true, in this respect, o£ this route is also true of all others which
traverse the country in any direction whatever between the Upper Willamette,
Umpqua, Rogue River, and Shasta valleys, and the Humboldt region, and its
entire vicinity.
The new wagon route from Yreka northward, 'V ia the Klamath lakes, to its
intersection with the Dalles trail, thence the old trail to Des Chutes river, and
thence the trail of Ross towards the John Day river, ~tand next in importance
to the southern Oregon emigrant road as public thoroughfares, as these are the
most direct overland routes from northern California and southern and middle
Oregon to all the region of country known as the Salmon mines.
With regard to the necessity for, and the location of, a military post in the
Klamath Lake region, I have to report that I deem it indispensable to the public
safety in this vicinity that a post should be established. there at the earliest date
practicable, whether the treaty with the Indians (the authority for which is now
pending in Congress) is effected or not.
Having represented the Indians in the Klamath Lake region as justly denominated hostile, and that a military pvst there is absolutely necessary, I will now
cite such murders as they are known to have committed within the few years
past to illustrate, as fully as possible, the actual condition of affairs under consideration, and that the service suggested is of the greatest public importance.
The Klamath Lake, Modoc, and Pah-Ute Indians, so far as relates to their
general character, are virtually one tribe, and none of them are in the least
reliable for any good whatever. On the contrary, it is susceptible of the clearest
demonstration that they are a horde of practical thieves, highwaymen, and
murderers, cowardly sychophants before the white man's face, and perfidious
assassins behind his back. Their history, so far as is generally known, begins
with the summer of 1846, the date of the first overland emigration via what is
now known as the southern Oregon emigrant road, Their operations that year
were mainly of a thieving character, the emigration having been a surprise to
them, an(l allowing no time to mature a concert of action for more bloody purposes, such as they adopted in subsequent years. They made a beginning,
however, by murdering one, if not more, .of that year's emigration, and committing many thefts and robberies. Their point for attack was at a place on
Rhett or 'rule lake, now kno'Yn as "Bloody Point," and situated ten miles
southeast of the "Natural Bridge," on Lost river.
'l,he following year, 1847, Levi Scott, of Oregon, and of the previous year's
emigration, returned with a small party along this route to make further explorations, but, on arriving ncar Goose lake, was attacked by Indians, w(mnded,
and had one of his party, named Garrison, killed. At the same time an entire
train-twenty-three persons or upwards-were massacred at Bloody Point.
In 1849 another train of eighteen or more persons were also massacred at the
same place.
September 26 the same year, Captain Warner, of the United States engineer
corps, and several of his party were murdered near Goose lake.
In 1851 Charles Smith, Reason Haines, and - - - 'rerwilliger were murdered near the head of Des Uhutes river.
In August, 1852, John Ormsby, James Long, }"'elix Martin, Mr. Coats, Mr.
Wood, and thirty-four of the overland emigration, were murdered at Bloody
Point. Ormsby, Long, and Coats were citizens of Yreka, aRd, in company with
several others, bad gone out to protect some friends whom they expected overland against the identical Indians by whom they themselves were murdered.
Martin and vVood were of the emigration, as were the thirty-four not accounted
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by name. It is very evident, however, that the murders here reported fall far
short of the actual numbers committed. Such was the opinion, at that time, of
those who visited the scene and buried such of the bodies as they happened to
find.
Two volunteer companies from Yreka, under Charles McDermit, now major,
second cavalry California volunteers, and Ben. Wright, subsequently Indian
agent, and murdered by Rogue River Indians, February, 1856, and one company
from Jacksonville, under Colonel John E. Ross, proceeded to the scene of
slaughter with all possible despatch. These were soon followed by Major
Fitzgerald, United States army, with a detachment of dragoons. The companies
from Yreka arrived just in time to save the complete destruction of a train of
sixteen wagons and about sixty persons. These companies found and buried
thirty-nine bodies. rrhe body of one female only was found, and none of
children, though evidences were numerous that numbers of each had been murdered. The hair from a woman's head was found in one of the Indian camps
then deserted, and various articles pertaining to the nursery were also found in
the same and similar places. Subsequently, too, the Indians of Umpqua valley
exhibited an unusual number of dresses and other articles of female apparel,
which they alleged they had obtained from the Indians at Klamath lake.
It was the belief of the relieving parties, an~ of many of the emigration who
had an opportunity to know much about it, that as many or more persons than
are here reported were murdered, whose bodies were not found, and it is p1'obable
that this estimate is not more than correct. If so, the total is at least seventyeight.
In 1853 the Indians were anticipated in their designs by a volunteer force
being sent to meet the emigration before its arrival at the usual points of attack.
The result was it passed unharmed.
·In January, 1854, Hiram Hulen, J. Clark, J. Oldfield, and Wesley Mayden,
of Shasta valley, were murdered near Lower Klamath lake, while in pursuit of
horses which the Indians had stolen and were driving away.
June 15 the pack train of Gage & Claymer was attacked and c.aptured on
the post road over the Siskiyou mountains, between Yreka and Jacksonville,
and Mr. Gage was killed. r:rhe main obj ect of the attack was to obtain ammunition, of which the Indians secured an ample quantity. The designs of the
Indians to again waylay the emigrant road were fustrated by another volunteer
force being sent there by the governor of Oregon, and the emigration came
through safely.
September 2, however, on the middle Oregon route, - - - Stuart was murdered while going out to meet some friend.s whom he desired to have come in by
that road.
In 1855, September 2, Granville l\L Keene was murdered near the mouth of
Applegate Pass, while, with others, he was in pursuit of horses the Indians had
stolen.
September 24 they waylaid the post road over the Siskiyou mountains again,
and murdered Calvin M. Field and John Cunningham, and next day Samuel
Warner, near the same spot.
No military force being provided for the emigrant route this year, it was
effectually blockaded, and no emigration allowed to pass over it.
In 1856 a volunteer force was sent by the governor of California into the
Klamath Lake country, and the route fully protected.
In 1857 no force of any kind was sent there, and the road was again effectually blockaded.
In September, 1858, Felix Scott and seven other persons were murdered near
Goose lake, and several thousand dollars' worth of blooded horses captured.
Other parties were also robbed of much valuable stock at the same time.
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In 1859 the Pah-Utes turned their attention towards the settlement of Honey
Lake valley, and Gravelly ford, on the Humboldt. Of the depredations they
committed there I have no accurate memoranda. That they were considerable,
however, both upon life and property, cannot be questioned.
In 1860, August-, Eli Ledford, Samuel Probst, James Crow, S. F. Conger,
and James Brown were murdered in Rancheria prairie, thirty-five miles east of
Jacksonville, and close upon the eastern border of the settlements of Rogue
River valley.
In 1861 Lieutenant Alexander Piper, third United States artillery, with
sixty-two men, was stationed for a few months in the Klamath Lake country.
But the result was less beneficial beyond the point where Lieutenant Piper
was st~ltioned, for near Goose lake Joseph Bailey, Samuel Evans, and Edward
. Simms were murdered, John Sheppard and others badly wounded, and nine
hundred and ten head of fine cattle taken.
ri'he aggregate of all these murders is one hundred and twelve, exclusive of
the estimate for the year 1852-thirty-nine-and the number of 'Varner's
party, who shared his fate. Assuming this estimate to be correct, and it is very
evident that it is not any too large, and independent of the number of Warner's
party, for which I have no data for an estimate, and the aggregate is increased
to one hundred and fifty-one.
How many were wounded during the commission of these murders, some
mortally, and others maimed for life, perhaps, and escaped, it is of course impossible to say. rrwo for every one killed il3 probably a fair estimate. rrhis would
give three hundred at least, and a total of killed and wounded of four hundred
and fifty-one-equal to twenty-eight per annum for the last sixteen years.
rrhe value of property destroyed during this period cannot fall short of thrre
hundred thousand dollars. The loss to citizens of this vicinity alone, to which
there are witnesses yet living, exceeds seventy thousand dollars probably.
All these murders and depredations have been committed without the least
provocation, and in no instance have the Indians been punished. Success has rendered them more and more insolent and defiant, and consequently the more
formidable and dangerous enemies.
rrhe Indians with whom I have recommended treaties being made at the earliest date possible are : La Lake's and Old George's bands of Klamaths, the Modocs, and On-a-luck's band, located in Eureka valley, further northward, nearer
the latitude of the Dalles. From the best information obtainable, there are of
·these several bands something over nine hnndr·ed warriors in times of comparative peace. 'rhis numLer, however, would be greatly augmented iu a time of
declared war, by acquisitions from the Pitt River, Pah-Utes, and roaming bands
of Snakes.
In a military point of view, these Indians occupy a strip of country in the
direct line of the settlements of the Upper "\Villamette, Umpqua and Rogue
River valleys, in Oregon, and Shasta valley, in California-the line of division
being only the range of mountains which skirt these valleys along their eastern
boundaries, and through which there are numerous passes leading direct from
the Indian country into all of them. Of these passes, which are in general use
by the Indians, there are three leading into the "\Villamette valley, one iuto the
Umpqua, three into Rogue River, and three into Shasta and Cottonwood valleys,
and all are of a character to afford the most ample cover to the approach of an
enemy to the very borders of each of the settlements. '!'here is not a neighborhood in any of the valleys named that could not be penetmtcd by the Indians
from these passes to its very centre in a single night, and ample time left to
make a safe retreat back to them before morning.
By good leadership, and a concert of action on the part of the four bands of
Indians named, all the settlements of these valleys might be seriously damaged,
if not nearly destroyed, before any organization for defence could pos:-<ibly be
12 1

1 78

REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR.

made, or assistance rendered from any military post. This is the only military
station upon this exposed line of frontier, extending from the northward of
where the middle Oregon emigrant road enters the Willamette valley, south
ward to the head of Shasta valley, in California, a distance of over four hundred
miles. In case of an emergency, such as may at any time occur, Fort Vancouver, three hundred miles to the northward, and Fort Crook, one hundred and
seventy miles southward, are the only posts from which this could be re-enforced;
and in the event of re-enforcements being necessary, it is hardly probable that
they could be obtained from either, as at Fort Vancouver very few troops are
ever stationed at a time of year when their services would be required here, and
at Fort Crook a sufficient :n.umber only are kept to hold in check the Pitt River
and other Indians of that immediate neighborhood.
All of which is respectfully submitted.
I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
C. S. DREW, Major 1st Cav. 0. V.
Brigadier General GEORGE WRIGHT,
Commanding Department of the Pacific.

No.4.

SILETZ INDIAN AGENCY,
Oregon, June 30, 1862.
SIR : In compliance with the instructions and circulars from your office, dated
January 11, 1862. I take pleasure in furnishing the information required, so far
as I am able.
With this you will find statements in reference to employes, &c., also the
desired map and statements to accompany the same.
In reference to schools, I will here state, in order that the department may
better understand the matter, that there never has been a school kept here previous to this time, that really deserved that name. It is true that teachers have
from time to time, been employed in that capacity, It I cannot sec that any
good has resulted therefrom. Many reasons might be given why the school has
not answered the expectations of the department, but I will only refer to one or
tw,. In the first place, the fund is not sufficient to support the number of
schools required. This will be apparent by reference to the map, where it will
be observed that both the upper and lower farms are some eight or nine miles
from the agency buildings, where the school-house is located; and in consequence, tbe tribes who are located at those points neve'r can derive any benefit
fi·om a school at such a distance from their homes, unless the children are taken
and boarded at the agency. Under these circumstances, only those I.ndians
who are located on the agency and Shasta farms can be benefited by the
school; this is one of the causes of complaint among the Indians. Another
and very important reason is, that the persons heretofore employed have conducted themselves in such an immoral manner as to inspire the Indians with
contempt. Instead of being examples worthy of imitation by the Indians, they
have been just the reverse. The conduct of the employes has been such that
the Indians have been led to believe that the whites were only here to gratify
their lusts, rather than for any good purpose. To such an extent have these
bad examples been practiced, that the Indians have lost confidence in those who
are appointed over to instruct them, and hence their reluctance to send their
children, especially the older girls, to school. To these causes, and the natural
antipathy which they have for intellectual improvement, may be attributed the
unsatisfactory results of the school.
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To overcome these bad impressions, I have been careful to select such employes as are known to have good moral characters, and have laid down such
rules and regulations, governing their intercourse with the Indians, as will teach
the Indians that we are here for their good and improvement, and not to injure
them. Any violation of these rules, by any employe, insures his immediate dismissal from the service.
In concluding the subject of schools, I will offer a few suggestions which, in
my opinion, if carried out, will go further to insure the civilization of the Indians than any other means heretofore adopted, the success of which, however,
would entirely depend upon a sufficiency of funds: these should be ample for
the maintenance of three district schools. These schools should be conducted
on such a plan as not only to secure to the Indian children the rudiments of a
common school education, but also habits of industry, and a knowledge of the
ordinary pursuits of civilized life; without the latter, the former is a perfect
mockery, and a positive injury to the Indians. 'rhese two objects can only be
attained by making the school one of industry as well as learning. To accomplish this, a few acres of land adjoining each school-house should be enclosed,
and the boys be required to work so many hours every day in tilling the soil,
while the girls should be required to sew and knit, and learn such other civi'ized home accomplishments as are taught to white girls. To these could be
added from time to time other branches of industry. The strictest discipline
should at all times be maintained, and the schools should be kept in constant
operation. Should these suggestions be acted upon, I am sanguine that theresults will be most satisfactory.
'rhe farming business here, as a general thing, has been conducted in the
same loose and careless manner as other branches, and the results equally unsatisfactory. Last year the wheat crop was in a manner an entire failure, only
a few hundred bushels of wheat being raised from several hundred acres of land,
and that so badly shrunk up and "smutted" as to be unfit for seed' or bread. Before another crop can be sown new seed will have to be purchased and brought
here. I think the cause of this failure is mainly owing to the fact that the seed
was ban, and the ground was planted in the winter or spring months. I am led
to believe, from personal observation, and from the opinions of old farmers in
Oregon, that the proper time to sow wheat here is in August and September; and
with this end in view, I am having the ground prepared for the crops, which will
be so,vn provided I am furnished with the seed.
Potatoes and other root vegetables have always yielded bountifully here, I'equiring Lut little attention after being planted. Potatoes must be chiefly depended upon to subsist the Indians, for the reason that when all other crops
may fail this is always certain. I would suggest that a change of seed is necessary,
for apparent reasons. I think that peas will yield well, better perhaps than
wheat; and to test the matter I have planted a few acres by way of experiment;
and the same may be said in reference to barley; oats always yield well with
proper attention.
'l'he Indians here, as a general thing, hav0 a great antipathy for manual labor, anc1 unless watched they will escape and hide in the woods to avoid it. At
times it is difficult to find a sufficient number of Indians to do the labor required.
This is particularly so as regards the men, and the main dependance is. the
squaws, who are the principal laborers in the field, and who do all the drudgery
at their own homes.
rl'here are not many families that have kitchen gardens as yet, but all express a desire to have a small piece of ground allotted, and garden seed provided
for that purpose. Others o~ject, for the reason that other Indians would steal
the products of their lappr. I have endeavored to impress upon all the necessity
of each family cultivatmg a garden, and I will probably require every family to
do so another year.
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The following list will show the amount of labor performed and the crops
planted during the quarter ending June 30, 1862, princip11lly by Indian labor,
viz:
282 acres of oats sown.
238 acres of potatoes planted.
34~ acres turnips planted.
23 acres peas planted
4~ acres barley sown.
15 acres timothy for meadow.
967 pannels post and rail fence made.
10,8:20 pickets made and put up.
2,000 clapboards made.
6 large barn-gates made.
400 posts, for fencing, made.
10,200 rails, for fences, made and put up.
5,000 rails removed and laid up in resetting fence.
1 blacksmith's shop rebuilt.
1 carpenter's shop refitted.
1 large barn removed and rebuilt.
In addition to the above, new roads have been made, and old ones repaired.
A large quautjty of land has been ploughed for the next wheat crop. Many
other things have been done which are too tedious to mention in detail. 'l'he
above list, I think, will show pretty well, considering the means at my disposal,
and the many difficulties which I have had to encounter. One of the greatest
inconveniences which I have had to encounter is the want of a blacksmith, none
having been employed here since last autumn. I have had to send ploughs and
other things some sixty miles over mountains to Cowallis to have them sharpened
and repaired.
Owing to the excitement in reference to the gold mines I could not employ a
blacksmith for less than twelve hundred dollars per annum, which the superintendent objected to my paying. Owing to the same cause it was with the
greatest difficulty that I could retain any of the farmers and other employes.
Ever since I have been in charge of this agency constant complaint has been
made to me by all the chiefs of tribes "not parties to any treaty " that the
government has acted in bad faith with them. They say ''they made a treaty
with the government, sold their lands, abandoned their country, and in compliance with the stipulations of said treaty they removed to this reservation,
where they have continued to live, and in doing so have fulfilled their part of
the agreement, but not so the govemment. On the contrary, it never has ratified the treaty, and has done nothing but pay them in promises for the lands
abandoned. This treaty, they say, was made many years ago, and they have
waited patiently for their Great Father to fulfil his promises, but they cannot
wait much longer."
I have done and said everything in my power to convince them that the
government will yet fulfil its promises and act in good faith, but all to no purpose.
rrhey are evidently much dissatisfied, and many of these Indians evince a spirit
of insubordination and sullen opposition to my wishes. Many of the bolder
ones have m::.tde threats that, during the summer and autumn, they would revolt
from the authority of the agent, kill tbe employes, burn the agency buildings,
and then leave for their old hunting grounds. Owing to this general dissatisfaction, I find it difficult at times to control them. Bud and uesigning white
men, who sympathize with the southern rebellion, have been tampering with
these Indians, and counselliug them to fight for their rights, and have gone EO
far as even to furnish them with arms and ammunition.
These complaints, I must say, in all candor, are not without cause. l\fost of
these Indians are destitute of clothing, and suffered severely during the last winter.
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Adequate clothing an(l other things, at least equal to that supplied to Indians
under treaty, should be provided hereafter. If this is not done they will certainly abandon the reservation. It does seem to me that the government is very
tardy in the matter of ratifying these treaties.
Hoping that these suggestions will meet with your approval, I am, very respectfully, your most obedient servant.

B. R. BIDDLE,
United States Indian Agent.

Ron.

WILLIAM

P.

DoLE,

Com. Indian Ajfairs, Washzngton, D. C.
No.5.
UMATILLA INDIAN AGENCY,

Oregon, .August l, 1863.
SIR: Since my last annual report this reservation has for a few months been
temf.Jorarily in charge of a special agent, who remained here during my leave
of absence, and whom I relieved upon my return last spring.
The general condition of the Indians here, cornprit:ing the Wa11a-Walla,
Cayuse, and Umatilla tribes, confederated in the treaty of June 9, 1855, is
gradually improving. As I had raised a large surplus of subsistence last year,
many Indians, who had never been induced to come before, came upon thereserve to live the past winter, feeling confident that I had made ample prrnrision
for their maintenance until small farms could be opened and allotted to them, as
had been clone for others who have resided continuously on the reservation.
This season has been unfavorable to our farming operations on account of tl1e
drought and a visitation of grasshoppers which, together. have destroyed more
than half our crops. Still, with due care and economy in the iHstribution of
\Yhat we have, there will be sufficient to prevent suffering the coming winter,
aud leave enough for seed in the ensuing spring.
. We have this year in actual cultivation over four hundred acres, which is
planted in wheat, oats, corn, peas, potatoes, and other vegetables .
.Our harvest is now progressing rapidly, and I am pleased to notice the improvement among the Indians in their kn_owledge of the use of agricultural
implements and their growing habits of industry. The treaty farmera are at
this time constantly employed in teaching the Indians the use of farming implements; and as an Indian learns the use and value of them as a means of procuring his own subsistence from the soil, I issue the same to him as a merited
rewc1rd for industry, and to serve as an example to others.
Should the approaching winter prove mild and otherwise favorable, it is my
determination to have a sufficient area of land broken and fenced to enable me
to allot small farms to all heads of families of the three tribes living on the
reservation. And I would here strenuously recommend that a portion of their
next annuity for beneficial objects, &c., be expended for the purchase of common
strong harness and small ploughs, which I have already estimated for.
The houses stipulated to be built for the three head chiefs have never been
erected, but it is my .i ntention to complete them this fall.
rrhe great number of white people who are constantly passing through the
reserve, to and from the gold mines beyond, continues to be a source of much
vexation and annoyance.
As I stated in my last annual report, our greatest trouble is caused by the
introduction of whiskey among the Indians. Nothing but the constant presence
of military force, the same as is kept at other reservations, will ever prevent thf'
sun-eptitious trade in liquor, and it is my opinion that a small detachment of
troop::> shourd be stationed here, which would be the means of effectually putting a stop t~ the liquor traffic, and enable the agent more easily and certainly
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to p:eserve peace between whites and Indians. When I first took charge of
th ·se Indians I had a good deal of trouble in making them behave them:)elve8.
M my of them were constantly molesting small parties of white men or committing depredations upon the property of settlers on the borders of the reservation.
Since then my firm and unequivocal manner of treating them has had
a most salutary effect, and it is only when they are away from the immediate
vicinity of the agency that they get drunk and otherwise do wrong. ·v\ThHe
the m::~jority of the Indians are well disposed, many of the young men are
always getting drunk when they are within reach of whiskey, at which times
much truuble arises among themselves and with white people travelling through
the reservation.
The condition of the agency buildings is such that we cannot occupy them much
longer without the outlay of more money upon them than it would cost to erect
new ones at a more suitable point on the reserve. I therefore recommend that
so soon as the saw-mill in contemplation is erected, that a new site for the permanent location of the agency be selected, · and the present agency buildings
given to the Indians.
Our mechanics are mostly engaged in making and repairing tools for the
Indians. The scarcity of suitable timber in this region makes it necessary to
purchase it at Portland, the cost of which, with the transportation add ed, makes
it very expensive. It is my intention to put several of the boys in the shops as
apprentices, that they may become proficient in the trades that will be most
useful to their tribes when the fostering care of the government is withdrawn
from them at the expiration of their treaty.
The wealth of these Indians is, I think, steadily increasing, although most
of the property is owned by a small minority who manifest as much ability to
take care of it as their white neighbors. Their horses and cattle, which comprises most of their wealth, I estimate to be worth this year about one hundred
and seventy-five thousand dollars. At the same time a large number of these
people are very poor, and require during the winter months much care to prevent suffering among them. I allude more particularly to the old and infirm
who are incapable of procuring their own subsistence, and who must always be
the recipients of the bounty of the government.
It is for this purpose that an "agency crop" is raised every year, aside from
that cultivated by Indians who are able and willing to work for themselves
when assisted, encouraged, and taught the use of farming tools by the employes
of the department.
During the past winter there was much sickness among the three tribes, and
the mortality of young children was great, over one hundred having died of
measles and diptheria. At present there is little or no sickness except a few
chronic cases of syphylis and rheumatism.
Little, I regret to say, has been accomplished on this reservation in the way
of educating the rising generation to read and write. A teacher was employed
last winter, but his efforts, laboring, as he did, under many disadvantages,
.amounted to nothing. Although a very worthy man, and doubtless animated
with commendable zeal, the result of his labors for the time being was not satisfactory either to myself or the Indians. Most of the Indians who have a desire
for a school insist upon the return among them of their old pastor and teacher,
the Rev. Father Oheruse, of the Roman Catholic church, who formerly resided
with them in Walia-Walia valley before they were removed to the reservation.
If it meets with your approval, I shall endeavor to secure the services of the
reverend father to take charge of the school here at an early day. My opinion
is that much good may be accomplished by Mr. Ohm·use, his method being to
teach the Indians to work while they are acquiring a knowledge of letters.
My own observation in respect to educating Indians convinces me that the only
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way to make the system permanently successful on a reservation is to plant a
farm of several hundred acres for the exclusive benefit of the school. By that
means the Indian children may be fed, clothed, and lodged, without any expense
to the government beyond the regular annual appropriations for pay of teachers
and purchase of school books.
And if you see proper to give me the necessary instructions, I shall this
winter break as much land as will suffice, and plant it in grain, the sales of
which, when harvested, to be applied for the sole use and support of an Indian
school on the reserve. First of all, however, we must have a saw-mill completed so that a school-house and other buildings may be built. The "log
cabins," called the agency, were merely intended as" temporary," as it was expected the mills would be at once completed, and the proper buildings, suitable
for the agency, erected the same year by my predecessor. That expectation
was not realized, but I trust we shall have the mills in successful operation before
long, and then we shall have little to ask for. All that "\Ye require to make
these Indians a happy and contented people is to complete the mills; establish
the school on a permanent plan, with a competent teacher of their own choice,
and exercise over them a firm control by enfordng all la.ws and regulations
made for their government and benefit.
•
The following i.s the number of men, women, and children of the respective
tribes living on the reserve, and receiving the benefits of the treaty:
Men. Women Children. Total.
--------------------------~--------------- 1 -----l----------- ----

'Val1a-Wal1as, Homli head chief.........................
Cayuses, Howlish-Wampo head chief...... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Urnatillas, "\Viuap-Snoot head chief.......................

88
77
81

Total. ...........................•....•.. ------ 246

117
113
97

92
146
104

J!.97
336
283

~~~l---gj'6

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
WILLIAM H. BARNHART,
U. S. Indian Agent.
J. W. PERIT HuNTING'l'ON, Esq.,
Supe'rintenclent Indian Affairs, Salem, Oregon.

No.6.
SILETZ INDIAN AGENCY,

Oregon, August 20, 1863.
SIR: On assuming the duties of agent for these Indians, on the first day of

April last, I found, from the most reliable information that could be obtained,
there were about fifteen hundred souls upon the reservation.
Since that time I have collected and brought in about one hundred and fifty
Indians of the various tribes belonging to this agency. These I found scattered
about the Willamctte valley; being many of them in the vicinity of the towns,
and having been absent for a long time, they were in a miserable, destitute,
imd degraded condition--objects o{ sympathy and pity. Since their return
to this agency, by careful medical attendance many of them have been cured
of their diseases, and their condition has been so much improved that they seem
willing cheerfully to remain here.
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On taking charge I proceeded to relocate many of these Indians. I deemed
it the best policy to settle them in as small bands as possible, as by so doing
many of their bad habits would be broken up. They would have less opportunity to raiae broils and disputes, so common among Indians where different
tribes are placed too closely together, and could be more easily influenced to
engage in useful pursuits. I :find this has had the desired effect; and could thry
be still further divided into separate families, I have no doubt the result would
be very beneficial; it would cultivate individual responsibility; interest in the
prospects of and attachment for home would be increased; and by getting them
interested in farming on their own farms, they would gradually adopt the white
system of living, and, by seeing its superiority, be induced to abandon their
habits of prodigality and idleness. Thus, by learning them how to make a living,
we 'vould have inducted the Indian into the first step towards his civilization.
I found the oxen upon the reservation very old, broken down, and unfit to
perform much service, and might have with propriety been condemned long ago.
'l'he farming tools are few and in very bad order; with these, however, and
the few that were purchased, we succeeded in putt.ing in good crops of oats,
potatoes, some spring wheat, and a general assortment of vegetables; these
crops look fine and promise to yield well.
'I'he wheat sown last fall was put in in bad order, and, as a consequence, the
crop will be light. "\Vith the assistance of the Indians we have erected a number of new barns and potato houses, which, with the old ones, will, I think, be
sufficient to store the pre's ent crops.
Many of them this season have been persuaded to make gardens of their own;
of these entire control has been given them, and they have shown a praiseworthy
spirit in cultivating and looking after them. 'I'his has had an excellent effect,
ncft only by raising food to supply their immediate wants, but also in keeping
them at home. The strongest appeal that can be made to the Indian is to give
him the assurance that the demands of his stomach will be supplied; convince
him of this, and he is cheerful and happy. 'I'he increased prospects here in this
respect have had this effect, and the Indians are generally contented, willing
to obey, and cheerful to work.
The flouring mill has been repaired, and when there is sufficient water we
will be able to grind the present crop. None, however, can be done until the
rainy season, as the stream on which the mill is situated is too small to run it
in summer.
The saw-mill on this agency had been built on a stream not sufficient to run
it, and where logs could ·be obtained only with great difficulty. In view of the
great benefit to be derived from a good mill, and from the great inconvenience
and disadv9-ntage under which we have labored for the want of lumber, and as
I deemed it impossible successfully to conduct the affairs of this agency without
it, I at once selected a suitable site and commenced building a new one, using
as muc~ of the old material as possible. The new site is a good one, easy of
access from all parts of the reservation, and where there is an abundance of
water to run it all the year. It will soon be finished, and at a comparatively
small expense, as the work has principally been performed by Indians.
In accordance with instructions given by late Superintendent Rector a short
time after I entered upon my duties here, I visited the newly discovered oyster
. beds situated on the Aquina bay, about four miles from its mouth. The oysters
cover a spt~.Ce of about one mile· square, and are covered by water from six to
fifteen feet deep. '.rhese oysters grow so thickly clustered on the beds that they
are very small, but are finely flavorea, and if properly cultivated their size
might be greatly increased.
By permission of my predecessor, a company has been engaged in raking and
shipping them to California; several cargoes have been shipped and sold readily
at $1 25 per bushel, but I am told it would be difficult to sell a large quantity.
I also received instructions, same date, to examine and report upon the
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practicability of establishing a salmon fishery at the mouth of the Aquina river.
I am of opinion, that with a common seine, costing probably two or three hundred dollars, almost any quantity of salmon may be taken. The Indians, with
proper instructions, can perform all the labor; aud being convinced that to establish a fishery of this kind here would be of great benefit to these Indians ; I
will try the experiment, and, at an early day, report in detail the success at·
tending my efforts.
I desire to call your attention, and, through you, the attention of the department, to the propriety of establishing a manual labor school upon this reservat:on.
From the past history of day schools here and elsewhere among the Indians,
and also from a careful consideration of the best method of elevating and truly
educating them, I am convinced it is the only system that can be adopted, with
any prospect of success, and money used in any other way is worse than lost.
So far as I have been informed, all schools among the Indians on any other
system have failed. 1'he great.fiat has gone forth, that labor is the foundation
of all true progress-labor of the hands and of the head; and this will apply
as well to the Indians as to the white man. Unless we teach the Indian the
necessity of labor, and how to do it, book education is lost; he remains idle,
indolent and prodigal, and when he leaves the school, in his habits of life he
still remains an Indian; but, by the manual labor system, he is not only instructed in book education, but also in the arts of agriculture, horticulture, &c.,
and wh en he has arrived at manhood he is enabled to labor for himself; knows
how to farm, provide for his wants, and make a living. Being thus occupied, he
has no time, and soon loses all inclination to follow his old manner of life; he
becomes truly civilized and educated.
Taking this view of the subj ect, I procured the services of a suitable teacher,
and have commenced the school here upon this system.
As the Indians on this reservation are entirely removed from all connexion
with t.he white settlements, they are in a healthy and prosperous condition, and
there are a great many children in proportion to the adult population; they are
smart, healthy and robust, and their parents are exceedingly anxious to have
them in school, especially when it is conducted on this principle. They see the
great improvement in their children's appearance and deportment, and that
in teaching them how to labor and be industrious, they believe the white man
is doing· the best thing possible for the good of their race. I would therefore
most respectfully ask for an appropriation for that purpose.
I!,or detailed account of the progress of the school I would refer you to the
report of the teacher, herewith enclosed.
I desire, further, most earnestly to call the attention of the department to the
necessity of confirming the treaties formerly made with these Indians; or if that
is not satisfactory, to authorize another to be made. This would have a tendency to satisfy the Indians, and I am certain would be a great saving to the
government.
They are becoming exceedingly anxious to know what the Great Father at
\Vashington intends to do with them. I tell them I have no doubt but tl1at
they will be permitted to remain where they are; that in time the land will be
surveyed and given to them for their future homes; all of which they desire
very much to have done.
From the isolated position of the farming portion of this reservation, it would
not be settled by the whites, even if thrown open for their occupation; there·
fore I think it could be disposed of more profitably by giving it to the Indians.
~rh_ere are other reasons why it should be set apart as a permanent reRervatiun.
lt IS a great distance from the white settlements ; the surrounding mountains
abound in game, and the rivers teem with fish.
Ai:l the harbor at the mouth of this bay (Aquina) is a good one, with an
entrJ.uce eal:ly of access, and safe, it might at some future time become very vulu-
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able; therefore, in case the Indians are permanently located herr, I would recommend that the right of way be retained from the bay to the head of navigation on the river; such right being, however, so guarded by law as to prevent
all encroachments of the whites upon the rights of the Indians.
A building is much needed for a hospital, where the sick could be properly
cared for. It would be a great saving of medicine, and tend much to the preservation of human life, as it is found impossible to treat successfully many of
the cases by leaving the Indians at their homes.
I enclose herewith the report of the resident physician.
In view of the great demand of these Indians for tinware, many articles of
which they are very much in need of, and, from their habits of life, are to them
indispensable, I would recommend that I be instructed to erect and furnish a tin
shop upon this agency, and employ a competent tinner; and I would say that
the erection of this shop is, in my estimation, indispensable to their comfort.
In order to retain the Indians on this agency, and get them interested in the
operations here, I have deemed it best to employ them to labor on the farms
and mills, paying them a per diem for their service. I think this system is
better for their present and future welfare than to lay out the money direct in the
purchase of supplies to meet their wants. By this system the Indian receives a
two-fold benefit-he is furnished with the necessaries of -life and instructed in the
different occupations in which he is engaged. The one provides only for his orcsent wants; the other not only does this, but prepares him to provide for himself
when the fostering care of the government shall cease.
In consequence of the depreciation of the currency, and the advance of the
prices of all articles needed for consumption, as well as the situation of this
agency, making the transportation of supplies very costly, and living here expensive, I have, in obtaining the services of new employes and retaining the old
ones, been compelled to increase their wages; yet the present rates paid are far
from being an equivalent to the former salaries when paid in coin.
By reference to farmers' reports, herewith enclosed, it will be seen' that, in
order to conduct the farming operations with energy and success, a very considerable expense must be incurred in the purchase of oxen, horses, harness, farming utensils, &c.
It will also be remembered that we are almost entirely dependent upon the
H removal and subsistence" fund for the support of these Indians, an appropriation for which may or may not be made at each session of Congress. This
makes it uncertain as well as unsafe in making purchases which are absolutely
necessary.
In view of the additional expense referred to, for the purchase of farming
implements, stock, &c., I would call your attention to the following estimate of
funds which, in addition to the amount usually allowed, will be required to
meet the expenses of this agency for the current fiscal year, viz :
}.,or the purchase of twenty yoke of oxen ..... _........... _ . . . . • $2, 000
For the purchase of fifty milch cows ...........................·
750
2f50
For the purchase of twelve single harnesses .................... .
600
For the purchase of twenty ploughs, assorted sizes .............. .
}.,or the erection of tin shop, furnishing tools and material therefor,
and pay of tinner ........................................ .
3,000
For completing repairs on flour mill and school-house, and for the erec3,000
tion of storehouse, hospital, and dwelling-house for employes .....
3,000
}.,or school purposes .............................•...........
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
B. SIMPSON,
United States Indian Agent.
Hon. J. W. PERIT HuNTINGTO~,
Superintendent of Indian A
rs, Oregon.
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No.7.
SILETZ AGENCY, CoAsT INDIAN RESERVATION,

Oregon, July 31, 1863.
Sm : I have the honor to make my first annual report to your office on the
general health of the different tribes of Indians under my care, and on the different classes of diseases with which they have been affiicted during the past
year. From my personal experience here, extending only as far back as May
of this year, I have obtained the information necessary to make this report by
consulting the quarterly reports of my predecessor, to which, as well as to my
own, I have the honor to refer you for details. The diseases to which these
Indians have been subject arc divided into two great classes, acute and chronic,
of which, in the whole number (over a thousand) treated during the year, the
first class is as remarkably small as the second is numerous.
r.rhe acute class of diseases, with exceptional cases, resume themselves into
three sub-classes, viz : diseases of the bowels, venereal affections, and diseases
of the respiratory system. 'l'he chronic class may also be divided into three subclasses, viz: fevers of a low intermittent type, syphilis, and scrofula. These
last two sub-classes are, I believe, present either separately or both together in
every case that I have attended on this reserve, but with_ very few exceptions.
The mortality from sickness amongst these Indians is very small when their
mode of living, and the poor way there is of affording them medical aid, are
considered.
Their dwellings _are unhealthy, damp, and affording bad protection against
the inclemency of the weather, though in this respect they are improving in
every new house they build. The rough wny in which they cook their food
contributes greatly to the epidemics of diarrhcea and dysentery, to which they
are subject, whilst their personal habits are filthy in the extreme. By there
being no hospital established, and the sick being all treated in their ranches, contagious and epidemic diseases are propagated amongst them with frightful rapidity. I need not state, their medicines only, without the help of cleanliness,
proper diet, and nursing, can effect but few permanent cures among the number
of cases under treatment ; besides, giving these Indians doses of medicine for
them to take at their homes, without constant supervision, is little better than
pure waste of the drugs.
"\Vith these facts before me, I cannot too strongly urge on you the necessity
of your finding means to establish a convenient hospital, as soon as possible, as
the only means of saving the life of a great number of these Indians, and also
of preventing the few not already contaminated with the curse of thi~ race
from becoming as diseased and as helpless as those already affiicted with this
fell disease.
1'he different villages are all in healthy situations, with the exception of that
of the tribe of Coquille Indians. A marsh, covering some four or five hundred
acres, lies right behind their dwellings, and half drying up in summer, emits pestilential effiuvia at this time of the year, and is the chief cause of intermittent
fevers, very common amongst this tribe. I would recommend either the drainage of this waste land, or the removal of the Indians to some healthier locality.
The children are numerous, and those of from six to twelve years of age very
healthy, and many very intelligent. If these could be removed from their
present associations, they might easily be raised in the scale of civilization,
whilst, by remaining with their parents, they will soon, if boys, sink to a level
with the older Indians; and if girls, be sold to pi·ostitution and slavery.
'l'he hard labor which the women are obliged to perform, consisting principally of carrying heavy weights on their backs, sometimes for long distances,
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is the cause of much sickness, which might be prevented by having more means
of transportation put at the disposal of the different tribes.
The stock of medicine on hand is of very good quality, though by no means
large enough for the proper treatment of so many cases. Some articles of very
great necessity are absolutely wanting. I would recommend that a new invoice
of drugs and instruments be purchased at an early date.
Calling yaur attention again to the great necessity there is for a hospital at
this agency, I remain your obedient servant,
•
JAMES

R.

BAYLEY,

Physician, Siletz Agency.
BENJAMIN SIMPSON,

United States .Agent, Siletz Agency, Coast Indian Reservation, Oregon.

No.8.
SILETZ AGENCY FARM, CoAST INDIAN RESERVATION,

On·gon, August 1, 1R63.
SIR : I have the honor to make a report on the condition of this farm, and on
the crops put.in during the year.
Owing to bad weather late in the spring farming operations were much delayed, and a smaller quantity of land sown than what was laid out for
the purpose. However, I got the principal portion of our land under cultivation, and the prospect of a fair average crop is good. The land I divided as
follows: r:I.'here are five hundred acres under fence on this farm, part of which
was used as pasturage. I broke some of this new land, one hundred and twenty
acres, and put it in potatoes, and part of the oats, viz: Wheat, 120 acres; oats, 7 f)
acres; peas, 10 acres; potatoes, 80 acres; hay, 25 acres; making three hundred
and ten acres cultivated this spring. The balance I have left to fallow, and
mean to plough it for fall wheat.
This ground has been completely taken possession of by wild sorrel, and
with the means that I now have, I am afraid that this weed will take possession
of the .whole farm, renuering useless the finest prairie on the reservation. The
ground on which this weed grows requiring frequent and deep ploughing, I
would call your attention to the state of the work-cattle and ploughs under my
care.
On the removal of the ShELsta-Oosta and Mackeenuteenees Indians from this
farm, I was obliged to let them have most of the best yokes I had, with some
ploughs, so that two thirds of the remaining oxen are perfectly useless, being
very old and worn out. Therefore, I have to recommend that young, useful
work-cattle be got, also some new breaking and other ploughs of large size,
those working now being much too small to do the work effectun.lly. I would
also recommend some small one-horse ploughs, and harness attached, to use in
the potato fields, as by ploughing up the potatoes in summer a great deal of
farming work would be saved to the squaws, and the crop materially benefited.
The balance of the tools are in good order, though the number of them is
much too small. The thrashing machine is useless from want of animals to
work it with.
The improvements made this year have been numerous and are substantial,
namely: A nursery of nfteen hundred apple trees, promising well; four new
barns, one for the Joshua tribe, measuring thirty by twenty feet; two for the
Che-t-coes, measuring respectively thirty by twenty, and forty by twenty feet;
and one for the '.roo-too-toonees, measuring fifty by thirty feet; two potato
houses, one for the Joshuas and one for the Too-too-toonees, measuring each
twenty by ten feet. All these buildi ·s are ~rongly built of logs, and are well
roofed with clapboards. r:I."'he fences eing nearly all rotten, are pulled down,
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ancl soli:l po8ts and raHs have been put up in their place, extending in a line of
over two m· sin length.
The removal of two tribes of Indians formerly located here, and scattering
those remaining so far as practicable, has given great satisfaction to the Inuians,
who have this year worked of their own accord the ground allotted to them,
when previously labor had to be rigorously enforced. Most of these Indians
are building good houses, and have gardens in which they have raised corn,
turnips, squashes, carrots, &c., sufficient for their wants. Some M them have
also purchased rriilch cows, and are quite anxious to live like "Bostons."
Part of the Mackeenuteenee tribe have been removed to a prairie, distant
about five miles. I had these Indians break about thirty acres. A temporary
fence has been put around this ground, which has been sown as follows: Oats,
15 acres; potatoes, 10 acres; peas, 5 acres; all doing well for new g: o.m(L rl'he
wh1eat for this tribe was sown on the agency land prcYious to their removal.
rrhese Indians have not yet had time to erect either dwelling or farm buildings.
rrhe want of sawed lumber is especially felt at this village, there being no trees
fit for building purposes for a long distance.
I have also to report on thecondition of the farm of the Shasta-Scoton tribe.
rrhese Indians are the most civilized of any on this agency; farming their own ·
ground, keeping their stock and tools in very good order, taking care of their
crops during the winter, and requiring visits but now and then from thA farmer
to direct them in their work. They have put in this spring, wheat, 20 acres;
oats, 35 acres; peas, 5 acres; potatoes, 15 acres.
'!'heir farm being divided into two equal parts by the Siletz rivP.r, their crops
have been put in equally on each bank. 'I'he land on the north bank is quite
impoverished by wild sorrel, and I am afraid that the harvest on that side will
prove a failure, whilst on the other bank the crop will yield above the average.
But this failure will not fall as heavily on these Indians as it would on the coaRt
tribes, as they supply themselves with an abundant and constant supply of meat
by hunting, and are enabled to purchase many luxuries by the sale of the skins.
1'he only improvement on this farm has been the erection of three very commodious dwelling-houses, built of logs. The balance of these Indians prefer
waiting until a saw-mill shall have been erected to build themselves new houses.
In conclusion to this report I have the honor to state, that geueraJly the
Indians under my charge are satisfied with the effJrts made in their behalf, nnd
they think that they will have, for the fin;t time since their location on this
agency, a full supply of the necessaries of life during the corning winter.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JOHN WILLIS,
Farmer, .Agency Farm, Siletz .Agency.
BENJ. SIMPSON, .

U. S. Ind1'an .Agent, Siletz .Agenc.1J,

Coast Inchan Reservat?.on, Oregon.

No.9.

LowER FARM, SrLETZ AGENCY,
Oregon, August 8, 1~63.
Sm: I have the honor to make this, my second annual report. During
the past year I have had fifteen acres new ground f(=mced, and pnt under
cultiYation, making a total of two hundred and seventy acres, being now well
cultivatecl by the different tribes of Indians under my eharge. This ground I
have divided tLis year as follows: Eight acres fall wheat; sixty acre8 oats;
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twenty acres peas; seventy-five acres potatoes; leaving thirty-five acres of
fallow land. All these crops look better than any I have raised n this farm,
and promise to yield above the average. 'l'he Indians haYe this year taken
more interest in their work and done it better, and, being fully occupied, have not
had time to enter into those dissensions and broils so common amollgst Indians.
Most of them have erected comfortable, permanent dwelling-houses, and have
surrounded them for the first time with gardens, of which there are about four
acres, which will yield a good supply of vegetables, such as turnips, carrots,
&c., that the Indians would not have been able to procure any other way. I
have erected at different points of the farm, amongst the Indian villages, three
new log barns and one potato-house; one barn, one hundred and twenty feet
long·, shedded on both sides, so as to ml:tke under-cover sixty-five feet wide, at
the Nockeemilteenee village; one barn, forty-four feet long, shedded so as to
make under-cover thirty-five feet wide, at the Port Orford village; one barn,
thirty feet long by twenty feet wide, at the Coquille village; one potato-house,
thirty feet long by twenty wide, at the Coquille village. In these buildings
the want of a saw-mill, so as to have lumber of good quality and sufficient
quantities, has been seriously felt, as much by the Indians as by myself. I
have to report the want of some new breaking and other ploughs, and I would
suggest that some one-horse ploughs and harness attached would be found of
immense advantage in ploughing the ·large crops of potat(>es always raised on
this farm. I have tried ploughing potatoes this summer with Indian horses, and
such harness as I could procure, and found it to save both crops and labor. The
tools under my charge, with the addition of one hunderd and fifty ox-bows,
manufactured by myself, are in good order. I feel greatly the want of some
young work-ca.ttle ; the most of the cattle now worked on this farm being old
and worn out, having been brought out here when the agency was first established in 1857.
GEORGE MEGGINSON,
Farmer, Lower Farm.
BENJ. SIMPSON, Esq.,
U.S. Indian Agent, Siletz Agency, Coast Ina~·an Reservation, Oregon.

No. 10.
UPPER OR RoGUE RIVER FARM,

Siletz Agency, Coast Ind£an Reservation, Oregon, August 7, 1863.
SrR: I have the honor to make this, my second annual report. I have done
but little in breaking land last spring, in consequer.ce of the late season, being
prevented from any out-door work by heavy falls of snow as late as March.
I have put in the following crops, and, late as they were put in, they look remarkably well, and, if nothing happens, will yield a fair average : Wheat,
35 acres; oats, 45 acres; peas, 8 acres ; potatoes, 22 acres; hay, 5 acres ;
fallow, 15 acres; besides five acres of turnips, which have proved a failure,
I having sown them on old ground. rrhis makes a total of one hundred and
thirty-five acres under cultivation. In addition I have broken about ten acres,
and have altogether two hundred and fifty acres of good arable land under
fence. In consequence of the removal of the tribe of Shasta-Costas from
the ageucy farm to this one, I will have to break and fence from seventy-five
to a hundred acres additional, and H is to this extra work that I have to call
yo11r attention. More than half the work-cattle on this farm are old and useless, they having been steadily worked by Indians ever since this reservation
was first established in 1857. The p ughs I have are worn out; so with most of
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my other tools. I will therefore require some young cattle, new breaking and
other large ploughs, and at least one one-horse plough with harness attached, to
plough up our potatoes in the summer, saving by that means a hard piece of
work to the Indian women, and profiting the crop a great deal. During this
spring I have repaired the barn on this farm, raising it six feet, and putting on
a new roof, using over ten thousand clapboards for that purpose. I have manufactured thirty-seven ox-bows, and repaired our wagon several times. 'l'he
Indians under my charge on this farm are well satisfied and have not suffered
from want, raising plenty ; but they are not generally of a sedentary nature,
preferring, as soon as their farming work is over, to live in the hills, where they
provide themselves, hy hunting, with an abundant supply of meat from deer,
elk, bear, &c. They, in consequence, have not put up many new houses, but
the few that have been built this spring are comfortable, and well adapted to
their wants. I and they, though, are greatly in want of proper lumber to
render our dwelling-houses and farm buildings as weather-tight and dry as I
should like to see them.
I am, sil:, your obedient servant,
ROBERT HILL.
Fanner to Rogue River ludians.
BENJAMIN SIMPSON'

U. S. Indian Agent, Siletz Agency, Coast Indian Reservation, Oregon.

No. 11.
SILETZ INDIAN AGENCY, OREGON,

August 1, 1863.
SIR: In compliance with your instructions, I have the pleasure of submitting
the following report .
. I commenced my duties on this agency on the 1st day of June last. I found
the building formerly used as a school-house in a dilapidated and filthy condition, destitute of doors and windows, the fence that bad been erected around it
entirely destroyed; in consequence, it had become a place of refuge for stock of
all kinds, thereby damaging the floors and walls, rendering it unfit for occupation. 'l1 he house has been cleaned, windows and doors put in; benches, tables,
and bedsteads have also been made, and I have finally succeeded in getting the
rooms in a fit condition to be used.
In consequence, however, of not having sufficient lumber to finish all the improvements necessary in the house, we can only accommodate, fo.r the present,
ten children. I have, also, with the help of the boys, erected a new fence
around the house, enclosing the play-ground and garden.
Having commenced operations so late in the season, but little has been done
in gardening. A portion of the land, however, has been broken up and sown
with turnips and planted with cabbages, the boys doing the work with pleasure
and a will truly surprising and encouraging.
The school has commenced with good propects of success. Of the ten children in attendance, seven are boys and three girls. When they first came to
the school they were in a wild, uncultivated, savage state. Their advance- .
II)ent has been rapid and encouraging. They can now spell words of two syllables and read easy sentences. At first I set them copies on slates, then I macle
them copy-books, and they can now write with ease, forming their letters very
nicely.
Such has been their progress and diligence in their studies, that I l1ave been
astonished-so much so that, instead of regarding my occup<ttion as the per-
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formance of a disagreeable duty, it has been rendered a pleasure. I, from
reports from this agency as to the prospects of educating these Indians, presented the matter in a most discouraging state ; but I am confident that, by
diligence, perseverance and your assistance, I shall have· a school which will
compare favorably with any in the States.
When the children came, they were entirely destitute of clothing. Gar~ents
have been made for them from such trmterial as could be obtained, having in
the first instance to make shirts for the boys, and under-clothes for the girls,
from the flour sacks which you gave us. 'l,hey arc now ,clean and tidy in their
appearance, and their general deportment is orderly and praiseworthy. 'l,he
change that has taken place in these is a matter of surprise, and remarked by
all who visit this agency.
'There are a great many children on this agency who, if the means were provided, would be glad to be placed under white instruction. I am convi11ced
the system of manual labor, in connexiou with book education, such as we !ave
introduced intg this school, is the only effective means of civilizing and educating the rising generation of these people-the only one giving any reasonable
hope that they will ever become virtuous and intelligent citizens.
In the school-bouse there is neither stove nor fireplace. I have used a small
cook-stove of my own for the purpose of cooking for the scholars, the fireplace
and chimney formerly built having been entirely destroyed, and the material
carried off by the Indians. A stove will be needed to warm the house during
the winter. I suggest that a large cooking stove be purchased, which would
serve both purposes-cooking for the scholars and warming the house.
Hoping that the above may meet with your favorable consideration, I remain,
·
respectfully, your obedient servant,
J. B. CLARKE, Teacher.

Ron.

BENJAMIN SIMPSON,

United States Indian Agent.

No.l2.
OFFICE

u. s. INDIAN AGENT, OREGON,

Warm Spring Reservation, August 3, 1863.
SIR: In compliance with the requirements of the Indian department, I have
the honor to transmit my third annual report.
Last November, when I distributed the second instalment of annuity goods
to the Indians located upon this reservation-and constituting the confederated
tribes and bands of Indians in middle Oregon-I found the number of those
drawing their portion of the goods two hundred and twenty-three men, three
hundred and one women, two hundred and ninety-three chilchen-eight hundred and seventeen souls; and to this may be added some malcontented Indians who would not draw, say about two hundred; total, one thousand seventeen sonls.
As these malcontented Indians did not draw their portion, I was unable to
get at an exact figure, but I estimate it at at least two hundred, comparing with
the last census. The cause of these Indians refusing to partake of the distribution of the annuity goods is, that they were instigated to do so by the ever-wily
young chief Que-pe-ma, who assumes a leading position. and will find a good
many followers to his dictates among some malcontented Indians.
Notwithstanding the refractory conduct and obstinacy of these Indians, it
was gratifying to me to see a good many Indians more than last year devote
themselves to agricultural pursuits, and put in a crop, which I estimate in the
neighborhood of three hundred acres, consisting principally in potatoes, wheat,
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corn, &c., and bids fair to reap a rich harvest. Some who put in crops have
left, as is customary, for the fisheries; but it is well to say they come back
occasionally to attend to them, and to clean them of wild weeds, thereby showing
a willingness to do something for themselves, and not be depending entirely on
the government for support. I have encouraged and assisted them in every
way I could, and am satisfied that all the Indians of this reservation might yet
be induced to apply themselves in future to raise their subsistence. If there
would be every year such an acquisition of number of Indians who manifest a
desire to cultivate the soil, and have the spirit of their labor at heart, as they
have done this year, to come back occasionally from the :fisheries to look after
their crops, I feel confident that gradually we might succeed slowly but surely
towards their advancement in civilization and industry. and inculcate into their
minds the necessity of their being provident and self-dependent during the
winter.
1'hese fisheries on the Columbia are a great attraction for Indians, but at the
same time are a great drawback in keeping them on the reservation, and just
when the crops require their constant weeding, and proper care and attention,
to keep the cattle from breaking through the fences; but they insist that it is
one of their reserved rights by treaty stipulations to go fishing .on the Columbia,
and the agent cannot prevent them from going there unless their interest could
be bought out, and which I think could easily be done with very little expense
to the government, and it would then enable the agent to prevent them from
leaving, and to compel them to remain on the reservation to cultivate the soil
and attend to their crops.
rrhe department will have about thirty-five or forty acres under cultivation,
consisting chiefly of wheat, oats, potatoes, and some vegetables. During last
winter, which was tolerably mild, the government cattle. have not suffered, and
I will ascertain the increase of stock as soon as I get through the busy time of
harvesting, when I will report it upon my property return.
The Warm Spring reservation derives its name from a warm sulphur spring
upon it, and embraces a section of country from eight to ten thousa.nd acres of
tillable land, bounded on the north by Mutton mountains, on the south by the
northwest branch of the Des Chutes river, on the west by the summit of the
Cascade mountains, aud on the east by the Des Chutes river. It is a very
rough country, high table-lands, broken by deep canons and ravines running
through it from the Cascade mountains to the Des Chutes river. In some of
these r~vines the tillable land is found. It is generally good grazing land, but
in small tracts. It will always be liable to frost, owing to its near proximity to
the mountains, and its elevation, but nearly every year, with proper attention,
good crops of corn, wheat and potatoes can be raised. It is an excellent grazing country, one of the best on the Pacific coast. It is tolerably well timbered
with pine, cottonwood, birch, juniper, and a very few small oaks. There arc
several small streams of water running through it, which I think the best in the
world. 11 he Indian names of these streams are Milia, Chit-ike, Sue-sue-key and
.Metolins. The improvements made are upon the Chit-ike, which i:-~ ncar the
centre of the reservation, north and south. 'fhe reservation and country in its
vicinity abound in game, such as antelopes, elk, deer and bear; abo in roots
and berries, which the Indians gather for food.
The improvements on the reservation belonging to the department consist
of one saw and one flouring mill in good running order; one house, with three
roomd and one garret, used as mess-house, kitchen and sleeping place for employes, in good condition, but lightly constructed; one storehouse, in good
order and suitable for the intended purpose; one school-house, vt·ry bad and
lightly constructed, unfit for school purposes during the winter season, not half
finished, and requh·es con8iderable repairing before it can be properly used for
13 I
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the purpose, and by negl~ct will go to ruin; one hospital building, entirely too
small, rudely constructed, and requires a great deal of repairing before it is
~nited to the wants of the service for wl1ich it was originally intended; one
blacksmith shop, with tin and gunsmith shop thereto attached, in a very bad
state, requires constant repairing, is dark and d'oes not answer tl1e desired purpose;
one wagon and plough makers' shop will answer, but rather too small to overhaul wagon-beds and other similar work. I have been .u nable to do the
required repairs on some of the above-mentioned buildings on account of not
having received the funds appropriated, and which are in arrears for that purpose. J...~ast June I made a requisition for those funds, and trust I will have
. them remitted to me at an early day, to enable me to do the required repairing
and improvements on the buildings before they go to ruin. As they are now,
they are entirely unfit for the purposes they were originally intended or may .be
required for.
There could be some more tillable land put in cultivation, but I am greatly
deficient in farming implements, such as wagons, carts, wheelbarrows, harness,
ploughs, &c.
·
~-,or further and detailed description of the condition of the shops and occupation of employes, I beg leave to refer you to the sev.eral reports of employes,
herewith enclosed:
I transmit also a sketch and diagram of property on this reservation, and an
estimate of funds for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1865, no part of which has
been provided for by treaty stipulations.
All of which is respectfully submitted by your obedient servant,

WILLIAM LOGAN,
United States Indian Agent, Oregon.
Hon .•T. W. PERIT HuNTINGTON,
Superintendent Indian 4ff'airs, Oregon, Salem., Oregon.

No. 13.
WARM SPHING RESERVATION, August 1, 1863.
SIR : Pursuant to your verbal instructions, I transmit the following as my
annual report.
The blacksmith shop is in a bad condition, and requires some immediate repairing before it goes to ruin. I have all along been mending jt iu every place,
and filling up the open holes in the wall and roof, and it is also too dark in
winter time to work in.
:My occupation since my last report has been the same as before, in doing the
necesBary work of the department-such as repairing wagons and ploughs, making wedges, mauliugs, repairing chains, shoeing horses a!ld mules, and repairing
iron-work, and such articles as may be wanted for the saw-mill, and picks for
the flouring-mill, and also making root-diggers' knives, repairing ploughs, guns,
fish-hooks, and all other articles wanted by Indians.
I most urgently ask an appropriation to put the shop in a suitable condition,
say ....... _.............._. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . .
$500 00
For the purchase of tools............ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
100 00
For: the purchase of iron. . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
300 00
For the purchase of steel. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . • . . . . . . . . . . . .
50 00
For the purchase of plough steel • • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . •
25 00
For the purchase of coal .......................•...... , .... ,
200 00

Total. • . . . . • . • • • • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

1, 17 5 00
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I am very anxious to have an Indian as an assistant. I had one during the
year; he was lured away by other Indians, who thought it was below the dignity
of an Indian to work in a blacksmith shop; but I believe you might get one
this fall, when the Indians will all come into the reservation.
All of which is respectfully submited by your obedient servant,
F. B. CHASE, Blacksmitl~.
WM. LoGAN, U. S. Ind.ian .Age1tt.

No. 14.
WARM SPRING RESERVATION, August 1, 1863.
SIR: In obedience to the requirements of the Indian department, I have the
honor to submit my second annual report.
Since my last I have sawed about two hundred and eighty thousand feet of
lumber, of which a greater portion ·has been used by the Indians for building
houses and fences; some by the agency for building an office, stable, fences and
other purposes,
About eleven thousand feet remain an hand, principally fence-posts. The mill
is somewhat out of repair, the carriage needs taking up and levelling, and a few
other things which require a regular millwright to do. In the spring, and up to the
time I commenced running the mill this season, I was employed at other business upon the reserve.
Respectfully, yours,
W}.f.. E. SMART, Sawyer.
WM. LoGAN, Esq., Indian Agent, Oregon.

No. 15.
WARM SPRING RESERVATIO~, August 1, 1863.
SIR: According to instructions, I make thia my first annual report. I took
charge of'the grist-mill February 21, 1863. I found the mill in good order, except the millstones, which were in bad order. As there was no wheat to grind
at that time, I have taken good care of the mill, and helped to do farm
work till July 29, 1863, when an Indian by the name of Kirkup brought in
the first grist of new wheat; and I am now running the mill almost every day,
as the Indians have raised a very good crop of wheat this year, which will keep
the mill running a long time. rl'here is a great deal of smut in the wheat this
year; and as there is no smut mil, I am in want of one, in order to make good
flour, and am also in want of a miller's proof-staff for dressing millstones. rrhe
race also requires some repairing.
Y oura, respectfully,
J.D. HURST.

No. 16.
WARM SPRING RESERVATION,

.August 1, 18G3.
In compliance with the ·regulations of the Indian department, I submit the follow·ing report: The wagon and plough maker's shop is too small
for the amount of work, such as overhauling wagon-beds and similar work,
which is required to be done in it at the present time. I would recommend that
SIR:
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it be enlarged. The tools in the shop are many of them worn out, and should
be replaced; there are also some new ones wanted. My time has been occupied in repairing the wagons and ploughs of the department, and in work for
the Indians. I am very much in want of oak lumber for repairing wagons and
ploughs, &c.
I would recommend that an Indian be appointed to work in the shop as au
assistant.
GEORGE C. COOK,
Wagon and Plough Maker.
WILLIAM LoGAN, Esq.,
United States indian Agent.

No. 17.
WARM SPRING RESERVATION,

August 1, 1863.
In compliance with your order, I herewith present my second report.
For the past year there has been an unusual amount of sickness, and particularly among the women and children, but not many deaths. The principal
diseases are measles, scarlet fever, mumps, dysentery, ophthalmy, with the addition of the prevailing diseases mentioned in my last year's report.
I would again draw your attention to the repairing of the hospital buildings,
as they are really in bad condition, and it is very necessary to render them
habitable during the cold and rainy season.
I would also suggest the necessity of supplying the hospital with the necessary stores and medicines.
Respectfully submitted,
WM. C. McKAY, Physician.
WILLIAM LoGAN, Esq.,
United States Indian Agent.
SIR~

No. 18.
WARM SPRING RESERVATION,

August 1, 1863.
SIR: In obedience to your verbal instructions, I have the honor to transmit
to you my annual report.
\iVhen I took charge of the school, November 1, 1862, I had few scholars in
attendance, and throughout the whole winter,. but they came irregularly; and as
soon as the spring opened nearly all left, going off, as usual, with other Indians
in the mountains, and the attendance became entirely irregular.
It is during the opening of the spring that the Indians will take their children off, thereby depriving them of the benefits of the school, and during that
time I have had no scholars to attend school; and then I have been employed at
such work as the superintendent of farming operations might desire me to do,
and showing the Indians how to work their farms.
To make the school perfect, and answer the purpose, the children should
be!boarded by the school-teacher, and entirely taken from their parents or
guardians and kept upon the manual labor school principle ; without that the
school is of very little benefit to the children.
I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,
MYRON REAYES, Sclwol- Teaclter.
WILLIAM LoGAN, Esq.,
United States Indian Agent.
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No. 19.
wARM SPRING RES$RV ATION'

August 1, 1863.

SIR : In compliance with the usages of the Indian department, I have the
honor herewith to present you my annual report. I took charge of the farming department of this reservation on the 1st of October, 1862. Things were
not in a very favorable condition for farming, but being at this season of the
year, my time and such employes as were at my command I put them to cutting and hauling saw-logs. I also found upon examination that the saw and
grist mills were in imminent danger of being carried off by high water unless
there were some means taken to prevent it. I built a large dam or breakwater
so as to turn the main current of water and drift wood away entirely from the
mills. In this way my time was occupied until FebTUary, when a large number of Indians manifested a desire to commence putting in wheat and fencing
their farms for spring crops, so much as that it required all the teams, farming
utensils, and pretty near all the employes to show them how to work. There
are some Indians who can make quite a respectable appearance in farming, but
the larger portion of them must be shown how to work. It would be waste of
seed and loss of time of teams to let them attempt to put in their crops without
assistance. I find a great deficiency in farmiug implements, such as ploughs,
harrows, wagons, carts, &c. Teams are also insufficient. There are many of
the department's oxen so old that they are almost useless. I would recommend
that you purchase some more oxen, and let the old ones get fit for beef; in that
way the old ones would be of some service, but otherwise they will die on your
hands. I would also recomme~1d the purchasing of some farming implements,
say fifteen or twenty ploughs, some wagons or caTts, twenty or thirty sets of
cheap plough harness.
If the Indians had harness it would enable them to plough all their old land
with their own horses, and save the department that expense.
We are in the middle of a tolerably good harvest of wheat; it is yielding
well this season, but is somewlutt short on account of the drv season.
Corn, peas, potatoes bid fair for a moderately good crop this season. I feel
confident there will be a large addition of Indians that will take hold of farming next season, for I have applications now for teams so that they can commence fencing this fall. If I can render them the necessary assistance, I feel
confident that the Indians on this reservation will raise a sufficient quantity of
produce to supply themselves with provisions for the next season.
I remain, respectfully, your obedient servant,
JAMES WHI".rNEY,
Superintendent Farming Operations.
WILLIAM LoGAN, Esq.,
United States Indian Agent.

No. 20.
ALSEA INDIAN SuB-AGENCY,

August 12, 1863.
Sm : I have the honor to submit my first annual report. 'This Indian subagency extends from the mouth of the Laguina down the coast to within eight
miles of the Umpqua river, and embraces within its limits four tribrs of Indians,
viz: the Alseas, Cooses, Umpquas, and Sinselaws. rrhe Sinselaw Indians live
on the banks of ths Sinselaw river; they number one hundred and twenty-nine
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souls, and cultivate a few small but very rich patches of land a1ong that stream.
The products of their tillage consists principally of potatoes, carrots, turnips, &c.
The stream abounds with fish, and the mountains afford considerable game.
'l'he Alseas, numbering one hundred and fifty, live mostly along the Alsea
bay. There are a few but very rich patches of arable land along that bay which
they cultivate, and a part of them have commenced a farm on the north end. of
the Y awhuch prairie, and have in two and a half acres of potatoes that look
well; but they depend mostly on fish and. game for their subsistence. 'l'he
Oooses and Umpquas, numbering two hundred and forty~two persons, were removed from Coose bay and Umpqua river in the fall of 1860 to the Yawhuch
prairie, a rich and beautiful tract of land extending north from the Yawhuch
i·iver two miles, and is about one hundred and twenty rods wide from the ocean
to a steep timbered bluff. Between this and the Alsea are some narrow strips
of pasture land, but unfit for cultivation. The balance of the country along the
coast is either sand~hills or .rough mountainous land., covered. with a heavy
growth of evergreen timber, mostly spruce, and an undergrowth so thick and
tangled that it is vel'Y difficult to travel through even on foot, except along the
trails made by the ·wild beasts that inhabit the mountains.
When I took charge of the agency, on the first of October last, the agency
buildings stood in the timber on the bank of the Yawhuch, near the southeast
corner of a prairie, in the midst of an Indian village. The buildings were all
constructed of logs, and were much dilapidated and out of repair. }fr. Brooks,
my predecessor, informed me that he was instructed to remove them into the
prairie, one mile uorth, to a place where he had broken ground for a small
garden, and commenced a barn twenty by fifty-eight feet, and had it nearly
ready for roofing. 'l'his was completed, and enough provender was cured and
stored in it for the government stock. The other buildings were removed to this
place, remodelled and new roofed, and now consist of an office 14 by 16 feet,
(fourteen by sixteen,) a porch five feet wide in front; (10) ten feet west of this,
are two bed-rooms eight by eighteen feet, (8 by 18,) a kitchen sixteen by twentysix, the intervening space covered for a wood-housc; the east and north ends
of the houae weather boarded with split boards. and the office ceiled with redwood;
a commissary, sixteen by twenty-six feet; a blacksmith shop; a coal-house; a
tool-house; all enclosed in a picket-fence, one acre enclosure. These, with a
potato house, eighteen by thirty-six feet, comprise all the government buildings.
The Cooses and Umpquas have each a barn and potato house. 'l'he Cooses have
five log and four frame houses. The U mpquas have one frame and three log
houses, and each tribe has a number of grass and board houses. The Sinselaws
have good comfortable houses, some log, but mostly frame. The Alseas' homes
are of a lower order. But most of the new houses in each tribe are of a better
kind, showing ·a decided improvement. A majority of them show a desire to
work and live, as they say, "like Bostons." .My wife has this summer learned
a few of the squaws to knit; they learn readily, and, I believe, if furnished with
yarn, would soon knit all their own hosiery. l!"'or the amount of f[trming lands
in cultivation, and the harvest prospects, I refer you to the report of the farmer,
herewith accompanying.
I have induced most of the Cooses and Umpquas this season to plant gardens,
and they seem to take quite an interest in them.
·
. '.rhis agency seems to me to be admirably adapted for an Indian reservation.
·The Coose and all the streams abound with both shell and scale fish, and the
mountains. with game, and enough of cultivable lands to raise all the vegetables they will need, and is so situated as to be entirely out of the way of the
white settlements, thus ridding. the whites of their presence, and themselves from
the contamination of civiHzed whiskey. '.rhe Indians frequently speak of a treaty
made with them a long time ago, and ask why their paper has never been re~
turned. They say they have always been the friends of the whites, gave up
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tl1eir lands, removed as the whites desired them to, and have waited vainly a
long time for the fulfilment of the promises made them; and although the government has dealt with them kindly, they have never had the teams or schools
that were promised them. It seems to me it would be very desirable that a
definite treaty should be made wi~h them, as they would then be much better
satisfied, ~md go on with their improvements with g-reater alacrity if they were
satisfied with the policy of the government towards them .
.All of which is respectfully submitted.
AMOS HARVEY,
Yours, truly,
Sub-Agent, Oregon

J. W. P.

HuNTI!XGTON,

Superintendent

of Indian

Afj'airs.

No. 21.
ALSEA INDIAN SuB-AGENCY,

August 12, 1863.
In compliance with your request, I submit the following statement in
relation to the farm and farming on the Yawhuch prairie. When I came here,
on the first of November last, there was enclosed on the south end of the prairie
by a fence running from the ocean to the bluff about one hundred and forty
acres, (140,) known as the Ooose and Umpqua farm. By removing this fence
north we took in seventy (70) acres more land upon this farm. Twenty-four
acres of t.his enclosure had then been broken, but only fifteen acres had been in
cultivation the previous year. Of the broken lands, twenty-one acres were
planted with potatoe~, two acres with oats, and one in carrots. We broke
twenty acres of new land last winter and spring, of which two acres were sown
with wheat, seven acres with oats, and one acre in turnips, and would have sown
the halance in carrots, rutabagas, and turnips, but failed to get seed. 'l'he potatoes were planted early, most of them iu March and the first days of April,
and look well; they are the late red potato, and do not come in until fall. It
would be well to have some potatoes of an early kind, that the Indians may
have some earlier iu the season. T,he oats were sown March 24 and 25, were
very heavy, and are now harvested; will probably yield at the rate of from forty
to fifty bushels per acre.
The wheat was sown May 5; it looks well, but is as yet not ripe. The
carrots will produce a fair· crop, but the turnips look very indifferently in consequence, I think, of the bad quality of the seed.
The Alsea farm, on the north end of the prairie, contains ncar three acres. It
was broke last summer. We ploughed and harrowed it. The AlsPa Indians
planted most of it in potatoes, and will produce a fair crop. The Indians have
always so far furnished a hand to drive in ploughing; done most of the harrowing; and after the furrows were ploughed for planting, have phntecl and cultivated their potatoes with their hoes. 'l,his they did very well. But I would
recommend that hereafter a plough be run between the rows of potatoes after
the Indians have hoed them the second time, as I believe it would much benefit
the crops. We have cut and put up about twenty tons of wild grass hay, but I
would recommend that enough timothy be sown to make what foddyr that will
be needed, as the wild grass is thin and considerably weedy.
The working oxen that belong to this farm are, most of them, very old, and
will soon be totally unfit for working usc, and useless but for beef. 1 would
SIR:
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recommend that they be replaced by young cattle, for with these old oxen it will
be impossible to cultivate and improve this farm another year.
Very respectfully submitted.
Yours, obediently,
'rHOMAS CLARK,
FarmeT at Alsea Agenc!J•
.AMOS HARVEY,

Indian Sub-Agent, Oregon.

No. 22.
••

GRAND RoNDE INDIAN AGENCY,

Oregon, August '28, 1863.
SIR: In eompliance with the regulations of the Indian bureau, I have the

honor to submit this my third annual report.
During the past year marked change has taken place in tl1e affairs o.f this
agency; success has attended my efforts, and all the different departments of
operation are in a healthy and prosperous condition.
As upon the farming depend the comfort and maintenance of the Indians, I
have given it my special care and attention. I found it difficult to operate successfully, as most of the soil is of a heavy, clayey nature, hard to break and
prepare for the crops, and it requires constant care and attention to keep it in
good condition. The appropriation for the pay of farmer for tlie Willamette
tribes having been exhausted during the first few years of their stay here, I
found it necessary to adopt some method of instructing these Indians in agricultural pursuits; accordingly I laid out and commenced the cultivation of a farm
comprising about 300 acres, for the general good and benefit of the tribes, employing the Indians, and paying them a per diem for their labor out of their
annuities. In learning how to farm, they have made good advancement, and
tl1e money thus expended has been well laid out, the object being as much to
educate them as thtl benefit derived from their labor. I submitted this proposition to your predecessor on his visit to this place, showing him the grounds, the
condition of the Indians, &c .., and it met with his hearty approval, and agreeable
to his instructions I continued this system. The Indians have also shown a
commendable and praiseworthy spirit in conducting their own farms. .A majority of them have permanent homes, and have small farms or enclosures of
their own under cultivation. They have raised a large quantity of wheat and
oats this season. Their houses Lave been put in a comfortable condition, their
small enclosures have been well fenced and many of them well tilled, and many
of their homes have an appearance of neatness and comfort. They seem much
pleased with their improved condition, and feel anxious and desirous to make
iurther improvements. Many of them, however, need farming utensils, tDols,
implements, stock, teams, &c., and all yet need instruction in farming and gardening. Notwithstanding these improvements, it is found difficult to induce
them to raise more than sufficient to meet their immedia.te wants, and never
sufficient to provide for seed for the ensuing year. There are also many old
[<nd infirm persons among the tribes, incapable of doing any work; and in addition to the support of these, a large quantity is required to feed their cattle
and horses during the winter season. M:any other reasons could be advanced as
to the necessity of such a system. The amount of grains raised upon the department or home farm under this system this year were 3,057 bushels of wheat,
and 268 bushels of oats, also 20 tons of hay. During the past year it has required the outlay of a considerable sum to purchase seed_for these Indians, but
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the products will not only provide them all seed for the ensuing year, but also
enough to meet their wants this winter. In my last annual report I referred to
establishing a fishery at Salmon river. A seine was completed, and after the
stream had been freed from logs and other obstructions, it was put in operation
with good success; a considerable quantity of fish was taken by the various
tribes visiting the fishery. By estaulishing this fishery we will divert the attention of the Indians from their old fishing grounds in the Willamette river,
which are now surrounded by white settlements, and thus keep them from the
degrading influence of bad white men. I would recommend the removal of
!orne of the Willamette tribes to the banks of Salmon river; a fertile soil,
abundance of game, roots and berries, with its fishing advantages, render it a
very desiraJ:>le location.
The Saltlion river and N estackee Indians reside there, and until the treaty
made with them shall have been ratified, I would request that a portion of the
fund for removal and subsistence, &c., of Indians, (not parties to any treaty,)
be given me to purchase farming utensils, seed, &c., to enable them to conduct
farming operations. I take pleasure in stating that the saw-mill on this agency
is in good running condition, and thus more than a sufficient quantity of lumber
hafl been manufactured to meet the wants of the Indians during the past year;
but owing to the condition of the dam, the water has been so low, but little has
been done for the past few months. In former reports I referred to the condition of this dam. It has been frequently repaired, but, owing to the nature of
its found'ation, it has washed out every winter. I would recommend the building of a new dam; and as the appropriation for saw-mill, &c., has become in
debted for repairs already made, and as the Willamette Indians have already
received many benefits from this mill, and as the 1\Iolels and l\fohawks,· lately
brought to this agency, will require a large quantity of lumber for the erection
of houses this winter, I would request that I be instructed to pay the expenses
of this clam out of their annuities.
The flouring mill still remains in an unfinished condition, requiring windows,
bolting-chest, bolt, &c. During the coming winter, when the demands on the
carpenter's time (repairing agricultural implements, &c.) shall have ceased, I
intend to have them occupied in putting this mill in a complete condition. For
a further report of the condition of these mills, I refer you to the report of the
miller and sawyer, herewith enclosed.
rro meet the demands of the Indians, they having, for a long time before
the mill was completed, been without lumber, and .also to perform the necessary
repairs on the agency buildings, I found it necessary to employ an additional
carpenter.
The manual labor school-house and some others have been repaired, but the
Umpqua school-house needs further repairs, as also some others.
During the present summer about 75 Mole! and Mohawk Indians have been
brought from outside to this agency, having been absent about six years, and
since their return, seeing the prosperous condition of their brethren here, seem
contented to remain.
'l'he sanitary condition of these Indians will be seen by the report of the
physician, herewith enclosed.
Father Orocket, a Catholic missionary, is laboring among these Indians; a
neat church has been erected, in which services are held every Sabbath.
There are two schools in operation on this agency, the manual labor school
and Umpqua day school. I would most respectfully request that I be instructed
to consolidate the funds of these schools into one, to be conducted on the manual
labor system ; and that I be also instructed to erect a suitable building for that
purpose, not to exceed in. expense two thousand dollars, as the present building
in which the manual labor school is taught would be totally inadequate. I
recommend this, as the tribes for which these schools were established have been
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confederated, and, as I believe, their educational interest would be the better
sub served.
For a more detailed account of these schools, I refer you to the report of the
teachers, herewith enclosed.
·
Respectfully, your obedient servant,
.
JAMES B. CONDON,
United States Indian Agent.
Hon. J. W. PERIT HuNTINGTON,
Superintendent if Indian Affairs, Salem, Oregon.

No. 23.
GRAND Ro:\TDE

A a ENCY,

Sclwo1-house, August 1, 1863.
SiR: I have the honor to submit my first annual report. The manual labor
school, at this place, was organized on the 1st of October, 1862. During·the
first two months we received twenty-three children, the most of whom we boarded
and clothed through the winter. All but two were as wild as quails when we
commenced with them, having had no previous instruction; and all were worse
than naked, being clad in filthy cast-off garments.
At first we found it no easy task, persuading the Indians to give up the entire
care of their children; but by a course of kind and gentle treatment we succeeded
in tam'ing the little fellows, and gaining the confidence of their parents. Herein, I think, lies the secret of success in conducting any school-win the affections of the pupils and the confidence of their }_Jarents, and you must succeed.
They were all ignorant of the English language at first, and it was found
necessary, on the part of teachers, to resort to Chinook, a jargon spoken here
by all tribes, as a means of communicating ideas. "\V e have now almost wholly
dispensed with Chinook, as the children understand English very well.
r_rhe Indians seem pleased with the ~onderful change in their children, and
whites visiting the school express surprise at tho progress they make in their
studies. Reading, writing, and spelling, interspersed with singing, constitute
the principal exercises in the school-room at present.
Mrs. Sawtelle has the general management of the house-keeping, and instructs
the little girls in the useful domestic duties. The girls are found quite apt at
sewing and knitting, and render some assistance in the culinary department.
Some of them are bright, promising girls, and with careful training will make
industrious, intelligent, virtuous women, worthy examples to their sex.
Mrs. George, an Indian woman, is employed as assistant teacher. Habits of
industry, regularity, and cleanliness are cultivated, demonstrating the advantages
of a civilized life over those of a savage.
There is very little disposition among them to disobey rules, and instead of
fighting, or even quarrelling, they readily submit all questions of dispute to
their teachers. 'rhey seem eager, especially the boys, to learn and engage in
their respective employments with pleasure. rrhe health of the pupils has. been
comparatively good. Of twenty-seven, belonging to the school, only five have
Lcen seriously unwell. Three of these were attacked with fever while at their
Indian homes, one fell from a horse, badly bruising himself, and one was sick at
the school with the lung fever. All have now recovered. Their regular exercises,
cleanliness, and out-of-door sports cannot but be conducive to good health. Since
the commencement twenty have attended quite regularly. Four boytt and three
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girls were in constant attendance, and, as a consequence, they can read intelligibly, and write a legible hand.
It had been feared that when the hot summer days should come, the children
would desert the school, with its discipline, for the freedom of their old home::,
where, unrestrained, they might roam with their parents through wouds and
over prairies in search of game and berries, lave their dusky hides in the limpid
streams, mingle in the midnight dance, and lie in the shade and eat roQts and
olallies-in a word, be free in the fullest sense of the term. But we ha'(e been
happily disappointed, for even these little ones arc beginning to learn that very
essential lesson with which the whites have found it so hard to impress themthat indolence, like industry, brings its sure reward.
The school buildings are located on a beautiful stream of water, and the land
around is very good. The garden furnishes an abundance of vegetables, and
with fresh butter. and milk, the children have a healthy, nutritious diet.
A. small spot of earth for a garden w:;ts allotted to each boy, who was left free
to draw his ideas of husbandry from the examples set before him in the general
garden, and it is truly interesting to notice the varied display of taste and muscle
in the arrangement and cultivation of the ground. Some of the more industrious have succeeded admirably, and their work would do credit to older and
whiter boys.
I would suggest the propriety of the larger boys assisting the blacksmith,
miller, and carpenter, at such times as they might not be needed at the school.
By so doing, these boys might, eventually, become practical and useful men
among their fellows.
If it should be thought advisable to increase the number of pupils, it can be
done with little trouble, as a number have applied for admissi<?n, though it would
be necessary to have more house-room in order to accommodate comfortably any
more than we have at present.
A much larger amount of clothing has been used in the past, than will be
needed in the coming year. They are very well supplied now. All .of the cloth
and calico issued to us this summer has been made up, chiefly by the female
pupils, and the children seem highly pleased with tbeir tidy "Boston" costumGs,
and appear to appreciate your determination to elevate them.
Appended is a list of pupils, with tHeir supposed ages, &c.

List if boys.-Lincon, Peter, ten years old, constant attendance; Homer,
John, nine years old, constant attendance; Baker, Shik-shik, eleven years old,
constant attendance; Osyna, Sugar, eight years old, constant attendance; Rolla,
ten years old, missed a few weeks; Hooker, Jim, nine years old, missed a few
weeks; Bony, Tsiyi, fourteen years old, missed few weeks; Baptiste, fourteen
years old, missed few weeks; Joe Lane, fourteen years old, missed few weeks;
Butler, Kile-kile, eleven years old, missed few weeks; Douglass, Bogus, eleven
years old, attended but few weeks; Lyon, Sampson, eight years old, attended
but few weeks; Joseph Lewis, eight years old, attended but few weeks; John
Long, ten years old, absent half the time.
Among the boys, the most extraordinary is Homer, son of Tumwater, chief.
He is truthful, honest, energetic, ambitious, and well-disposed. Surely, nature
had some aim in producing such a little prodigy. He is the only flat-head among
the boys.

List of girls.-Acarte George, seven years old, constant attendance; Zantippe
Joe, eight years old, constant attendance; Eliza Shik-shik, nine years old, constant attendance; Janette Kidno, nine years old, absent few weeks ; Alice Sampson, nine years old, absent few weeks; l\Jaggie Tom, nine years old, absent few
weeks; Mary Louis, twelve years old, attended but few weeks; La Rose Louis,
ten years old, attended but few weeks; Lucy, eight years old, attended but few
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weeks; :Mollie, fifteen years old, absent half time; Ellen .Adam, fifteen yehrs
old, absent half time; Kate Lano, ten years old, absent half time; Lidia, eight
years old, absent half time.
C. M. SAWTELLE,
Teacher, Grand Ronde Manual Labor School.
J. B. CoNDON, Esq.,
Indian Agent, Grand Ronde .Agency.
No. 24.
GRAND RoNDE AGENCY,

August 30, 1863.
Sm: In compliance with the rules of the department, I have the honor to
submit my second annual report. In my first I gave a true statement of the
condition of the mills in my charge. The repairs that I urged then are still
needed, and I respectfully refer you to that report for particulars, with the
simple remark, that in my humble opinion no time should be lost in making
the repairs called for. Especially is this true in regard to the milldam, headgates, flume, &c., while the water is at its lowest stage. Last winter this mill
stream was higher than it has been since 1849. The water was four feet deep
upon the grinding floor. The dam was considerably injured by it. I have
worked all the Indians that have been furnished me to the best possible advantage, in making substantial repairs up'on the dam, and yet there is ample
room for improvements. One day's work at the present season would be worth
two at an earlier date, and I respectfully ask for all the teams and help you
can furnish so soon as the harvest is secured. The saw-mill did not sustain
the slightest damage from high water, and is in good running order.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
J. MAGONE, Miller.
J. B. CoNDON, Esq.,
United States Indian Agent, Oregon.

No. 25.
UMPQUA ScHooL, GRAND RoNDE AGENCY,

Oregon, August 1, 1863.
SIR: In accordance with your instructions, I have the pleasure of submitting
the following- report of the school in my charge.
The building originally assigned me for a school-house was defective in many
respects; it contained neither benches, desks, tables, nor any of the appliances
usually found in our modern school-house, with the exception of superior ventilation; in that respect it was much better supplied than any house I have
ever occupied, either as a student or teacher.
Since my last report I have made benches and desks, relaid the floors, and
made other improvements, so that I am enabled now to report the building in
comparatively a comfortable condition.
The attendance during the past summer has been very encouraging; there
have been from fifteen to thirty scholars in the school, many of whom have
made good progress. Some eight of them can write a passable hand, but they
appear to have an imperfect idea of its utility.
ln point of obedience while in the school-rooms they will compare favorably
with any white children I have ever taught.
The irregularity with which they attend school forms a great drawback to
their advancement.
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The material furnished by you for clothing the scholars has been all made
up, and as far as it went, has had the desired effect-that of encouraging a more
prompt attendance upon the school, and attention to the instructions of the
teacher. There was not sufficient, however, to clothe them all, and in consequence many failed to come who otherwise would have attended.
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
WILLIAM J. BRIDGEFARMER, Teaclter.

JAMES B. CoNDON, Esq.,
United States Indian Agent, Grand Ronde.

No. 26.
GRAND RoNDE INDIAN AGENCY,
Oregon, August 1, 1863.
Sm: I have the honor herewith·to submit my first annual report.
The time embraced in my report will be fi·om the first of April last, (at
which time I assumed the duties of physician for the Indians,) up to the present date.
For particulars I would refer to my quarterly reports, embracing in this my
annual report only such general statements and observations as may seem to
be of interest.
I find the following to be some of the principal drawbacks and obstacles in
the way of a successful treatment of the Indians.
First, their habits and mode of living. These, although a great improvement
upon their natural habits, are still so imperfect as to operate unfavorable to
successful treatment. Second, ill-attention to the sick and poor nursing.
These exist in various degrees and to quite an extent, so that the physician's
efforts are often baffled, and in many cases 1·endered futile. Third, their want
of persistence in carrying out the treatment to its final results. Fourth, the
remnants of their Indian superstitions and mode of doctoring, which interfere
in various ways with a regular treatment.
VVith regard to diseases I would remark that the extensive prevalence of
chronic di8eases or conditions of disease, the basis of which is syphilitic or
scrofulous, renders the Indians liable, upon exciting causes, to acute attacks or
fotms of disease, and upon sudden changes of weather these attacks become
more or less epidemic and of the inflammatory type, affecting the lungs. throat,
stomach or bowels. Of these cases, however, a large majority yield readily to
treatment, and of the remainder but a small proportion prove fatal.
As it regards the effects of treatment I would simply say, (and I think the
quarterly reports will warrant the statement,) that the success obtained has
been encouraging and in a good degree satisfactory.
Yours truly,

NATHANIEL HUDSON,
Resident PAysician.

JAMES B. CoNDON, Esq.,
United States Indian Agent.

No. 27.
GRAND RoNDE AGENCY,
August 28, 1863.
SIR: In obedience to your instructionsr I herewith submit the following re-

port of farming operations under my charge during the past year.
On taking charge of the farms on this agency, on a thorough examination, I

206

REPORT OF THE

SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR.

found the soil very difficult to manage so as to produce good crops. Instead
of being of a Hght loam, similar to most of the prairie land in this country, I
found it to be of a cold, clayey and unyielding nature, very hard to break up,
and requiring much labor in ploughing and reploughing, harrowing, &c., to get it
in a good, arable condition. Every season also it is beaten down with the
rains, so.as to be very hard to replough in the spring. 'I'he land also is very
foul, being full of sorrel and fern, that require constant attention to keep down.
To put thi~ iand in order was an undertaking requiring much labor and expense. I pl(')ughed it twice and harrowed it frequently, putting it through a
course of summer fallowing, and by this process have succeeded in getting the
greater part in good working order. All the lands under the cultivation of individual Indians need to be put through the same process, as these lands are
very foul and full of weeds. I would recommend a thorough drainage system
to be adopted here; open drainage for the low, wet lands, and under drainage for some of the higher now under cultivation. It could be done with but
little expense, and be of great benefit to the crops. The nature of the soil
renders this very necessary.
Agreeably to your instructions I proceeded to open a farm for the Umpqua
and Oalapooia Indians, employing them in ploughing, breaking land, clearing off
and burning brush-wood, &c. I have in this undertaking succeeded well, having
cleared, broken, and put under fence about fifty ac1;es. 'l'heir land is of the
same nature as that of the Willamette Indians, and inferior in many respects.
I would suggest the propriety of furnishing these Indians with an additional
supply of agricultural implements, those in hand being few and in bad condition. They will also require more oxen to conduct properly their farming
operations. I would again ea,rnestly call your attention to the condition of the
wagons on this agency. 'I'here are only three that can be used, and they are
so old and worn as to require constant repair to keep them fit for use. More
ploughs will also be needed, those on hand and in possession of the Indians
having become so worn by constant use as to make it impossible to do good
ploughing.
I would also respectfully call your attention to the necessity of breaking
more ground for the Indians (the }lolels and :Mohawks) whom you have lately
brought on this reservation. They having been absent for a long time, the
farms and patches formerly occupied by them have been taken up by other
Indians, leaving them without any land. These Indians are entirely destitute
of farming tools, &c., with which to prepare their ground. Ploughs, axes,
shovels, &c., will be needed to enable them to commence operations. I would
also report to you the necessity of putting in more meadow; there is a good
deal of land in this agency which is entirely unfit for grain of any kind, and I
would request that I be instructed to put this in timothy. The three horses in
my charge are broken down and unfit to perform much service. The three
mules are old and unfit for any use except packing.
All the government oxen are in good condition, but those belonging to the
Indians, forty-six, are, with the exception of six, very old and unfit for any
service.

JOSEPH SANDERS,
Supe1·intendent

B. CoNDON, Esq.,
United States Indian Agent, Oregon.

JAMES
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No.28.
OFFICE INDIAN AFFAIRS, NoRTHER~ DISTRICT CALIFORNIA,

San FTancisco, Septembe'!' 7, 1863.
SIR: In submitting my annual report, I shall not dwell in detail upon the
various reason~ which I have given in former reports in favor of reducing the
number of Indian reservations from four to two, and enlarging those retained,
and selling Mendocino and Nome-Lackee reservations, and applying the proceeds
to the payment of the settlers' improvements in Round and Smith River valleys,
thereby securing to the Indian service a good and suitable location for all the
coast Indians, and one for the interior Indians, where they could anJ would be
contented and happy. In adopting this pol icy nearly one-half the expense of
keeping the reservations would be saved to the government in the matter of
tools, teams, and employes.
Again, in connexion with economy, allow me to assure you that, had one
quarter of the money expended by the United States in the employment and
maintenance of troops for the subjugation and collection of Indians been faithfully applied to the procurement of suitable reservations and stocking the same
well with tools, teams, cattle, sheep, &c., &c., thereby making desirable homes
for the Indians, not one-quarter of the trouble between the races would ever
have existed. But the policy of the government has been to expend millions
for troops, and a few scanty thousands for the comfort and maintenance of the
Indians; and while the government pursues this peunywise policy, the Indian
!ervice must ever remain in a crippled condition.
In truth the troops, as a general thing, stationed at or near Indian reservations, are a great curse to the Indian service, for, in spite of the vigilant efforts
of their own officers and of the officers and employes on the reservation, soldiers will clandestinely mix and cohabit with the squaws, thereby spreading disease and death broadcast among them. If, therefore, the policy I have so frequently and importunately urged be adopted, of employing none on the reservations but married men of good deportment, an<l inereasing the laboring force so
as to give each reservation a supervi:5or, who shoul<l be an energetic and practical farmer, one physician, one blacksmith, one carpenter, one miller, and one
herdsman, an<l a laborer with each tribe of Indians thus settled on the various
farms, suited in size to the number of Indians in the tribes, and a suitable married man as farmer, and each of those farmers .provided with suitable barns,
cribs, dwelling and out-houses, sheds, &c., then each of these reservations would
be self-protecting as against the kidnappers, squaw-men, and all intruders.
As to the perfect safety of the employes against the Indians, no instance
has ever occurred, under my notice or hearing, endangering in the least the
white employes. Hence the propriety of at once adopting this policy. Reduce the number of reservations to two, make a more liberal appropriation, especially for one or two years, and remove all settlers and soldiers from the
l·eservatiou entirely; then, and not till then, will the Indian service prosper in
Ualifornia.
·
A saw and grist mill is needed in Round vailey. I have selected an excellent site for one, in close proximity to the valley, to be run by water power,
and will make a commencement on the dam immediately. 'rhe machinery and
work of a millwright, however, will require more funds than can be had from
the last year's scanty appropriation.
The Indians recently collected in Butte county, together with those that were
driven from or left Round valley last September, have involved an exp.cnse of
some four or five thousand dollars. They are now being removed to Round
valley. I could not negotiate for their removal by water to Smith river for less
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tha.n eight thousand dollare; and as I had no money to pay that expense, I have
h·come personally responsible for the expense of removing them by land to
Round vall~y, which will be from one to two thousand dollars.
All the crops are better than have been harvested in any former year ; but
owing to the loss of some two or three thousand bushels of wheat by fire, at
Round valley, which I have already informed you I believed to have been set
on fire by a squaw-man and kidnapper, and the removal of the Indians from
Butte county, it will require additional purchases of wheat and cattle.
More than one-half of the cattle purchased for that reservation have arrived
or are now arriving. The remainder will soon follow ; but, should rain set in
early, I have agreed to extend the time.
No bids were accepted for Mendocino, and only a small one for Smith river,
the bids being considered too high.
Complaints are being made as usual from Humboldt bay, that small parties
of Indians are leaving Smith river and returning to that place. I have made
pcu:ticular inquiries about it; and find it to be untrue. The Indians all remain,
and appear quite contented and happy at the prospect of an abundant harvest
and additional houses to live in through the winter. 'rhe clothing has all been
shipped and will soon be issued to the Indians, but will be entirely inadequate
for their real wants.
Owing to the lack of teams at Smith river, and having to hire at very high
prices, I made a purchase of nineteen large likely young American mares, and
eleven colts, in Oregon, where they were much cheaper than in California,
involving an expense of over three thousand dollars, so that the reservation
for the present is amply provided with teams. A like number and quality
is now needed for Round valley, which, with their increase, will serve for horse
teams abundantly.
In Ronnel valley I made a purchase of three improvements; two adjoining
our farming lands, and one ncar the mill site. The latter had been a great
harbor for kidnappers and squaw-men, and this purchase breaks up that troublesome nest entirely; and the two adjoining our farms will put us at once in possession of some three hundred acres of good arable and pasture lands. It is
very desirable that a sum be appropriated to pay for all the improvements in
the valley ; and if all can be paid for on as good terms as I procured these, a
much smaller sum is wanted to purchase the whole than my former estimate,
$50,000. In making an estimate for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1865, I
have aimed at a reasonable minimum, viz:
Ji,or indebtedness over the present appropriation ............... .
l!'or clothing, subsistence, tools, &c .......................... .
For removal of Indians ................... ·................ .
For salary of superintending agent .......................... .
For salary of two supervisors, (if only two reservations, as recommended) ............................................ .
l!..,or salary of clerk to superintending agent .................. .
For salary of two physicians, ($1, 500 each) ................. .
1!-,or salary of two blacksmith's, ( $900 each) ................. .
For salary of two carpenters, ($900 each) ................... .
For salary of twelve laborers, ($600 each) ................... .
For salary of twelve female teachers, ($240 each) ............. .

$6,000
65,000
15,000
3,000
3,600
1,500
3,000
1,800
1,800
7,200
2,880
$142,580

-------

In addition to this, about $60,000 for the purchase of Smith river, and
$40,000 for the Round valley improvements, if Nome-Lackee and Mendocino
are not sold and the proceeds applied.
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The extraordinary rise in the price of every description of clothing and
other supplies, and depreciation of the legal currency, render the estimate neccf:sarily larger than it would be otherwise.
I have the honor to be your obedient servant,

GEOUGE l\L HANSON,
Superintending Agent Indian Affairs, NOrtltern DistTict, California.

Ron.

WILLIAM

P.

DoLE,

Commissioner qf Indian Affail's.

No. 29.

NEw YoRK, February 24, 1863.
DEAR SIR: I did not receive yours of the 18th until the 20th, and too late forme
to sail by the prest~nt or steamer of the 21st; consequently I concluded to stop over
till the 1st of l\Iarch, or go by stage overland. I called this mon~ing for you at
the St. Nicholas, l\fetropolitan and Astor House, but could hear no account
of you; hence I write again, thinking it probable your delicate condition of
health may have prevented your arrival last evening. When I wrote to you
last, I informed you I had been examining goods a~<~.cl pricing them, and came
to the conclusion it would be very bad policy to purchase herr at present
P.rices. Remember, our appropriation will be very small; consequently ·we
cannot at present prices here realize more than about one-third as many goods
as at former rates; again, those I have talked to seem to prefer not crediting
the government but a very short time, even at those pricc·:-certainly not until
July next. Hence, I reason as follows, viz: the present cold wea~her is too
far advanced t.o benefit the Indians with clothing now, and the prospects are
that goods will be much lower before another 'vinter sets in-at any rate, certainly not any higher, for I see cotton in Liverpool has fallen, and the prospects
of a large increase of the staple in South Sea islandS' and the Indies, to say
nothing of our southern States, to me gives assurance of a great reducti01i in
good~. At any rate, I think we should postpone until the summer months; or
I can have time to re-examine prices in San Francisco, when, and from whence,
I can send you a bill of such things as are most needed.
I thank you kindly fur the information from Rounu valley. I received a
copy of the testimony in printed form sent by our California delegation jointly,
Mes::;rs. J!help~, Lord :mel Sarcrcnt, last evening, anu have rrad it very carefully;
and while I :un compelled to oxpres;.:; my surpri e at the concessions made by
l\ir. Short, the supervisor, and his son, whose testimony ::orems to show they
had a previ.ou::l knowledge of the intended outrages and murders committed
against the Indinns, yet I can }Jlainly see the examination had was a onesided aftttir, and very different from what I had always br·en told by the employes and several orhcrs, especially in regard to the knliug of the Indians and
kidnapping of children. I sec all the witnessPs. confess the murder in August,
and no doubt most of them were concerned in the outrage. If the Shorts knew
of the outrage to he perpetrated and did not try to pn'\'ent it, I shall, by your
permi~·;iun, discharge them all; hut the supervisor c rtainly, in August, wrote to
me complaining of the outra~es, and said, "their only excuse for killing the
Indiaus was, they were qfraicl tlwy would leave tl1e reservation some night
and run off wit!~ some if tlwir stock, (l c."
'
rrh(' fact of the United States having cattle, hoga, horAeS and ri::mleH, :md the
Indian:~ never killing or stealing any of them, is sufficient proof to me they are
gro~dy pcn;ccuteu by the settlers, nearly all of whom I. know to be Hworn
enemies to the Imlians, and also to their government and the Indian employe.
lir Short I appointed supervisor at the instance am1 particular request of his
14 I
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excellency l\Ir. Lincoln, who knew him long and well, and said he \vas a good
man for that position, aud I would on his account dir:liko his rep1oval. Neverthelcss I feel tiLue the President would not wish me to retain his bP:::t friend to
the injury of the service.
.
As to the fepce allow me to say, the part that was open was at the base of
the mountain, on the hack of the farm, where the water fi·om the canon washed
it away. I was there in the latter part of the spring, and gave Mr. Short particular iustrnctions to repair it in time, as there were plenty of rails already
made, and he said he would do so ; but he said that "no cattle or hogs ranged
on the back part of the farm," and the bluffs were abrupt, and no danger of
stock interfering with the crop; neither do any of the witnesses say the stock
got in at that place. The truth is, they have been trying to have General
Wright rescind hitl order declaring martial law, and authorizing their removal
from the valley. These orders were made at my request, enclosing to the
general the letters of tho witnesses, James Short, James Robinson, and Dr .
.Mclindy, making tho complaint.
If fnrther explanation be necessary, please inform me before I leave for California, and ah;o iu re~ard to the removal of the Shorts, and all who had a
knowledge of t.he intended outrage in August last.
I have the honor to be your obedient servant,
.
G. 1\f. HANSON,
8uperinte~d ing Agent.
Hou. \VILLIAl\1 P. DoLE,
Commissioner of I11dian Affairs.

No. 30.
OFFICE

IxniA"

.AFFArns, NoRTHERN DISTRICT 0ALIFORNL~,

San Francisco, Aprit 2{) , 1863.
Sw: After leaving· N cw York I heard of the defeat of the bill in the Honse
pro'lriJing for the sale of the . . _ T ome-Lackec ancl Mendocino Indian reservations,
and for the payment out of the proceeds thereof of the settlers in Round
valley, for their improvements made on the lands :wt apart for an Indian
ret<ervation.
Since my return home a letter has arrived from Supervisor Short, of said
valley, informing me that one Bowers had been killed by an Indian with an axe,
ancl that said Bowers had killed two Indians on the two previous days, while
coercing them to go with him in search of a squaw, by whom he had a halfbreed child.
I merely name this as m1other instance of accumulated testimony, showing
tlH impobsibility of e....-er living ancl prospering in peace while the races arc permitted to remain together.
l\ir. t;hort also informs me that the military have taken two or three as hostage:-, (of the same tribe of Bowers's murderer,) until he, the murderer, is delivered, saying, "If the guilty one is not found the hostage will be hanged." I
have written to forbid it, and will go in person next week, as soon as I can
complete my first quarter's returns.
·
I am now greatly perplexed to know what course is best for me to pursue in
view of success in Round valley. 'I'he supervisor says, "the troops that were
sent there ar~ diseasing all the Indians," and that he "is heartily sick of them."
Now question: Had I not better try and purchase their crops and part of
their stock, and agree to pay them a certain 1·ent until Congress appropriates to
pay for their improvements, and in this way get clear of both the settlers and
roops 1
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If any other place could be had to suit, I would at once ren.ove the Indians,
but this I cannot find anywhere on United States land.
Hoping to be instructed in this matter very soon, I am, very truly, your
obedient servant,
GEORGE M:. HANSON,
Superintending Agent, ~·c.
Hon. WILLIAM P. DoLE,
Comm.iss£oner if Ind?:an Ajfai1·s.

No. 31.
OFFICE INDIAN AFFAIRS, KoRTHERN DrsTRICT CALIFORNIA,

San Francisco, Jun!' 17, 1863.
Sr R: Your letters of the 25th ultimo, acknowledging the receipt of my accounts f(>r second quarter of 1862, (former returns lost with Golden Gate,) also
your letter of ..,ame date acknowledging receipt of mine of 25th April, in regard
to the difficulties existing in Round valley, have been received; in which letter
you say, "it is very di.fficu,lt for tMs office to gi·ve you any dtjinite instTuctions
as to the best course to be puTsued," ~c., "and hence 1.t will be necessaTy to
(lepend muclt upon your own judgment."
'rhe idea suggested in my letter of 25th April, of renting the improvements
and paying for the planted crops of the settlers in said valley, I submitted to
them in a public addTess, ca1ling all the settlers together in the valley for that
and other purposes, at the time of my late visit there. I took that occasion to
exprc::;s my astonishment and unqualified disa1)probation of the wanton, unprovoked, ap.cl premeditated massacre of the 23 Ol' 24 W ylackies, that had doubtlef's come to the reservation to find protection against white men who had been
pursuing them in the mountains, otherwise to labor through the harvest for a
subsistence; and especially did I condemn every employe who had a knowledge
of the intended massacre, and either winked at the same or clandestinely aided
in its <;onsummation. (rl'he guilty will all be discharged as soon as I can supply
their places.)
Some of them vicwc·d my proposition for renting and paying them for their
planteJ crops very favorably; others did not.
The I-Iat Creek and Con- Cow tribes, numbering now only some 350, who
had left the Round Valley reservation last October, and whom I had placed
under the care of an employe on the Sacramento river, on the lands of Major
J. 13id well, arc still at that point, and have been provided for through the
winter, incun·ing a debt of less than two t)lousand dollars. This was done by
allowing the Indians to work on farms and public roads for a remuneration
when opportunities of such kinds offered, thereby economizing all they possibly
could. If I can make no purchase of crops in Round valley for these tribes,
they must remain for a time, as the Indians who raise new crops in the
valley would see the injustice at once of the Hat Creeks and Con-Cows returning and devouring the substance of their hard labor.
I have the honor to be, your obedient servant,
G. M. HANSON.
lion. WrLL.IA:'Ir P. DoLE, Commissione'l', ~·

•
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No. 32.
OFFICE INmAN AFFAIRS, NoRTHERN DI~TRICT CALIFORNIA,

/"''an Francisco, July 18, 1863.
SIR: I have the honor to submit the following report for the quarter ending
June 30, 1863.
Having now made a tour to all the Indian reservations in the northern district of this State, I am happy to say, truly, that the prospect of. an abundant
crop is very tlattering indeed, especially so at Ronnel and Smith River valleys.
At the latter place I spent .:;orne thirteen days, dming which time I canvassed
well the acts of the supervisor and other employes in the service, also the condition of the Indians as to the health and want of clothing, &c., and have
arrived at the fo1lowing conclusion, viz., that, nothwithstandiug more has been
done, and the management generally has been far better at this reservation than
at either of the others, it was quite apparent that more married men should be
brought into the service as soon as possible, and those who are unmarried discharged. Hence I employed th1·ee men with their wives, who have already
commenced their services. Two of them are good carpenters as well as good
farmers, and the other is a good farmer and miller.
The unsettled condition of three-fourths or more of the Indians, who have
been compelled to lie on the cold, damp ground ever since their removal from
Klamath and Humboldt counties, has caused disease, and death in many instances, to avoid which I have rented one of the saw-mills ia the valley, with
which the Indians and one or two white men, with our own teams, can, in a
short time, make sufficient lumber to build some houses, and keep them more
comfortable through the next winter. I give one-half of the lumber cut for the
use of the mill; this is high rent, but it saves paying out money. I have sent
the supervisor (Mr. Bryson) aud another man off to Oregon to purchase some
team-horses, as we have been compelled to hire teams at high rates this year, as
well as last. I send to Oregon for the reason that horses are much cheaper
there than in California. I have ascertained that only 130 out of 840 Indians
which were removed to Smith River reservation from Humboldt bay last
September, ever returned; and that little band, with their chief, Las-ac, left the
first night after they landed in the valley. Las-ac, I hear, has since been
killed.
I am now constructing a hospital at Smith River valley, and as soon as it is
finished, will make an effort, by the close attention of the physician, to banish
. the most loathsome of diseases from among the Indians; but while the more
degraded men of the white race are permitted to live in reach of, and come in
contact with them, I almost despair of success.
The Indians on all the reservations continue to labor faithfully. I have seen
as high as 363 of them all in the field at once, laboring·, all of whom drew
rations as laborers; nearly or quite one· half of that number were squaws and
children, who, having no hoes or other farming tools, substituted their fingers.
They are very destitute of clothing, only n.n occasional Indian wearing a whole
garment, and not a whole blanket could be found among 100 Indian~; and their
constant inquiry was : "When Captain Lincoln, big cltiif, send Indians plenty
blankets 1"
I believe the change of superviaors at the Mendocino and Round Valley
reservations is already having· .a salutary effect; and l now think that the growing crops on these two reservations, when harvestell, will furnish an abundance
of bread material and vegetables for all the Indians now on theHe two reservations until another crop can be harvested. Hence, in view of further economy,
I beg leave to submit to your department what I consider an important suggestion, viz: after the produce on the Mendocino reservation is harvested, to transport the most of it, and all the mountain Indians, together with the farming
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tools, teamR, &c., to Round valley, leaving one employe with the coast Indians
until they consume the balance of the crops, and then remove them to Smith
River reservation, where there will be quite a surplus of products from the
_ present crops, perhaps more than enough to supply them. By pursuing this
course, the Mendocino employes could all be discharged and the reservation
abandoned, as was the Nome-Lackee, and the public buildings left in charge of
some persons, to whom the land could be rcntecl until authorized to be sold.
This would greatly strengthen the Round valley teams, and add to the supply of
tools.
When I came into office I took the responsibility to abandon Nornc-Lackee
reservation without consulting your department, for the following reasons: it had
not been fenced, and could not be except at great coast, and without fencing 110
crops could be· raised, as none had been during the two years preYions, on
account of the settlers' stock of all kinds that overran the lands. Mendocino
reservation has but few Indians compared with either Round valley or Smith
river; and as the distancr between Mendocino and Round valley is· only some
fifty-five or sixty mileR, nil the transportation can he done by our own teams
and by the Indians. By the abandonment of this reserYation, over six or seven
thousa~d dollars will be saved annually, and the Indians taken away from a
population of whites who arc more degraded than the Indians themselves. 'l'rue,
they would be removed to reservations infested with the same class, bnt not to
such an extent.
'rhere would be a saving also of ten, or perhaps twenty times as much more
to the public treasury, aR the necessity of keeping a company of United States
troops at that place, Fort Bragg, would be entirely clone away with.
I give this as my opinion after due consideration, believing that the fewer
reservations we have, the better they can be conducted; and it will be attended
with a saving of thousands of treasure to the government.
Hoping to hear from you on this subject, I have the honor to be your obedient servant,
GEORGE M. HANSON,
Superinte11ding Agent Indian AjJai1·s, No1·tltern District California.
Hon. WILLIAM P. DoLE,
Com1m"ssioncr if indian .Affairs.

No. 33.
OFFICE L·DIAN AFFAIRS,
San Francisco, California, August 4, 1863.
SIR: On July 25, I was telegraphed to by one of my: employes at Chico,
about 250 miles north of this place, also by 1\fajor Bidwell, (s.pecial agent for that
county,) that "two children in that neigltborlwod had been l.:illed by lndians,
and that rny immediate presence was important."
I set out, and by steamer, railroad and stage, I arrived at Chico about 10 p.
m. the followi11g day, aud on my way found posters like the one enclosed at
almost every house on the way.
I attended the meeting in company with :M:ajor Bidwell and others, and on
our arrival at Pence's ranch found about 300 of the most infuriated men I ever
met. They organized a meeting, and introduced and soon passed a resolution
that the superintending agent should be requested to remove every Indian
in the county of Butte within 30 days, to the reservation, and any left after that
time f'hould he killed. I was called upon the stand to respond. I did so, by
urging them not to act so rashly, or be inconsiClerate, and tried to convince them
that tl1e murder of those children could be traced to an outrage committed upon
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that same tribe of Indians a few d~ys previously, wherein some bad white men
had hanged five of their tribe to a tree witlwut any proof whatever against them.
The men had lost some horses, and hanged the first Indians they met with.
I told them I would endeavor to remove the tribe whose Indians had committed the offences, if they could be got from the mountains, but to remove all the
valley Indians, and provide for them ou the reservations, without more- means
than I had at my command, was out of the question. 'I'he valley Indians on the
Sacramento and Feather rivers, and in that vicinity,will number from one to two
thousand; many of them arc laboring for farmers, and in that way are far better
provided for than those I have on the reservation. True, the most of them are a
nuisance in the country ; but they are very inoffensive creatures, and iflet alone
will harm none; but I found the enraged citizens of Butte vrere determined to
carry into execution their threats,
Just before my arrival they tied two up to a tree, and shot and scalped them;
nq proof against them whatever. Since I left there, I received from my employe the enclosed letter, giving another horrid account.
General Wright, in answer to a telegraphic despatch from me at Chico, sent a
det11chment of cavalry to aid me in protecting those Indians, and in collecting
11nd removing others to the reservation. Those I will have to 1·emove to. Smith
River valley for safety, as many of them have been to Round valley, and returned
to their old haunts. I shall inform your further on this subject.
I have the honor to be, your obedient servant,
G. M. HANSON,
Superintending Agent.

Ron.

P. DoLE,
Commissioner of Indian Affairs.

"\VILLIAi\1

DRAR SIR: Five of our Indians were killed and robbed in Missouri Bend,
about eight miles from here, under the following circumstances.
I had three buys of the Con-Cow tribe, named Dick, Pike and Charley, with
one squaw and a little girl about ten years of age, at 1\fr. Isaac Allen'E~, our
former senator in tho legislature ; the boys working at a threshing machine,
receiving a dollar per day. Last Saturday I sent for them to come in that evening·; but they were delayed, and did not start until Monday morning.
I sent them a passport, and they were furnished with others by Mr. Allen.
They wme seen on the road with their passports in their hat-bands. Not c()ming here, I supposed they had gone to Heefer's, but last night learned that five
Indians were killed on a slough, and their bodies were in an old cabin. I went
to Mr. Allen's this morning, and found a note from him stating that he bad been
to the cabin, ancl identified the bodies as those of the Indians that worked for
him.
They were turned off from the road down the slough, and there captured and
killed.
Two of the boys have been with me all winter; the others carne in about a month
ago. More harmless persons do not exist, and a more cowardly murder was never
perpetrated I shall use all means to ascertain the parties, but their arrest would
require a strong military force, as that is the most inflamatory district we have.
Sixty Indians have been brought to me to-day from Con-Cow valley by Mr.
Wells.
I think it advisable that you return here before the expiration of thirty days,
but will write you as occasion demands.
Yours, ~ruly,
J. F. EDDY.
G. M. HAXSON, Esq.
P. S.--Should any emergency arise, I will telegraph you.

J. F. E.
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P. S.-Mr. Eddy is the man I have had in clmrge of the IntHanf', who left
Round valley last fall, and has done a good part by th0m near C hico eYer f:"!ince.
I will remove them soon.
GEO. l\l. HANSON ,
Super ;ntending . .Jgent.

No. 34.

,

RouND VALL BY RESERVATJO.'\:,
Cal~j.'Jrnia, August 21, 1863.
SIR: On the 13th instant I date my arrival at this reservation, since which
time I have been employed i~suing the Indian goods sent from New York. and
purchasing some hogs, cattle, wheat, potatoes, &c., for some 600 additional
Indians which I arm compelled to remove from Butte county to this place, by
the copy of a letter which I enclose herewith from Captain Starr, in charge of
a detachment of cavalry which I requested General Wright to order to Chico,
in Butte county, from Sacramento city, for the purpose of protecting the
Indians I had collected at that point, and also to aid in collecting others who
were charged as guilty of outrages on white settlers.
You will see at once the urgent necessity of their immediate removal, and
consequently the importance of providing at this time for their subsistence through
the approaching winter. Should I not remove those Indians immediately, there
can be no doubt but an effort to carry out the resolutions so unanimously
adopted at the large meeting held at "Pierce's ranch," a copy of the notice
of which I enclose you, will be made, ancl the consequences would be a bloody
affair.
'rwo hundred and twenty head of the cattle which I purchased of Hamblin
as per sealed proposals which I enclose you, have arrived at this place. I regret exceedingly the instructions to purchase in this way, for it cannot be
doubted, from fo~mer purchases I have made priz_•ate1y, when compared, but the
latter plan is far prefcrn,ble to the former, and I would most respectfully sugge.:;t that in future the superintending agent be allowed the privilege of
purchasing all supplies for the service in the northern district on the best terms
he can make, whether private or by sealed proposals.
I have the honor to be your obedient servant,
.
GEORGE M . HANSON,
Superintending Agent l\Tm·tkern District California.
Hon . WILLIAM P. DoLE,
Commissioner if Indian Affairs.

CHico, BuTTE CouNTY, CALIFORNIA,
August 10, 1863.
. SIR: I have the honor to acknowledg·e the receipt of your communication of
the 3d instant. Have just returned from an expedition out on the Humboldt road .
· Fonml a few friendly Indians, whom we brought in, but no hostile ones.
II we between five ancl six hundred Indians here now. 'rhe cHizens of Butte
county are very bitter against the Indians. Enclosed :fi.nd resolutions passed at a
mass meeting. Wish for instructions as to what cour;::;e I shall take if the Indians
arc not removrd within the specified time, provided they should attempt to
carry out their resolutions. r:I'he Indians that committed the depredations are

•
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what is called the Mill Creek tribe; they are supposed to be on Deer creek now,
where I propose going in a few days.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
AUGUS'rUS W . STARR,
Captain Commanding Company F, 2d Cavalry,
California Volunteers.
Col. R. C. DRUM,
Assistant Adjutant General, San Francz'sco .

No. 35.
RouND VALLEY RESERVATION,

California, August 22, 1863.
SIR: Some two or three weeks since, and about eight or ton days previous to
my late arrival in this valley, about 30 tom; of hay <tnd <t barn belonging to one
of the sett..lers of the valley were consumed by fire, and doubtless the mischief
was the '"-ork of an incendiary: There was au investigation of tho affair had
by Captain Douglas, who commands the troops at this place, and the crime \.yas
fixed upon some five or six Indians of the Uka tribe, all of whom had been
living with settlers of the valley, except one who lived upon that part of the
valley occupied and cultivated as an Indian reservation. The principal testimony was that of two squaws living with white men, whc) testified to threats
having been made by those Indians to that end. "£he result of the examinntion
held by the captain was, as I understand, that the Indians were guilty, and con~
sequently all of the accused were hanged by his order.
I am sure Captain Douglas has acted in this affair with the purest motives in
view of preserving the peace and quiet of the valley, but that no blame should
attach to either the supervisor or myself, as neither of us was consulted in regard to the case. I have thought best to lay the matter before you.
In connexion with this affair, I exceedingly regret having to inform you that
about midnight last night some incendiary set fire to and destt oyed Eomc 2,000
or more bushels of government wheat, which constitutes two-thirds of our entire
c;op of hat grain, compelling me to make additional ·purchases of wheat or
other grain for the subsistence of the Indians who labored faithfully to produce
so valun.ble a crop, and. for tlu' payment thereof I am constrained to ask for at
least $6,000 for their immedi at~ relief, and for the six hundred I have already
informed you I am compelled to bring to this reservation from Butte cottnty, or
allow them to be massacred by the white settlers.
A fellow distinguished for kidnapping Indian children has been arrested, examined and acquitted for burning this wheat, although the circnmstances are
strong against him, and nearly every one in the valley believes him guilty. He
had been previously notified by Captain Douglas to leave the valley, and it is
believed he committed the crime to be avenged.
I have the honor to be your obedient servant,
G. M. HANSON,
Supen'ntendinp; Agent North-ern Dist'rict California.
Hon. WILLIAM P. DoLE,
Cornmiss1:one1· if Indian Affairs.
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No. 36.
OFFICE INDIAN. AFFAIRS, SouTHERN DrsTRICT oF CALITORNIA,

San F1·ancisco, September l, 1863.
I have the honor to submit the following as my annual report for the
fiscalyPar ending June 30, 1863.
SIR :

THE OWEN'S RIVER INDIANS.

In October, 1862, I had tho honor of submitting to the department a special
report in relation. to these I"ndians, their condition, wants, and the immediate
necessity of an appropriation of $30,000 for their relief.
Congress, as I am informed through the representations made to its members,
in private, by honorable A. A. Sargent, did not make the desired al_Jpropriation
:M:r. Sargent stated to members of that honorable body that the amount asked
for was too much, and unnecessary, as there were not five hundred Indians in
the whole valley of Owen's river country. The correctness of 1\'fr. Sargent's
information can be estimated by the fact that eight hundred and fifty Owen s
river Indians were delivered by the military, at the 'J.1ejon reserve, on the 22d
day of July 1aRt, and this number comprises only about one-third of the Indians
of that valley. In that report, I pointed out the danger of delay. Subsequent
event..; iu the Owen's river valley have proved to the letter the predictions
therein contained, and the government has expended nearly ten times the amount
askefl for in that report in trying to suppress the present Indian war. Had
Congrc::;s promptly made that appropriation, no Indian war would have been.
waged, and the country would have been saved more than two hmtdrcd and
fifty thousand dollars to its treasury, the ~ives of mfl.ny of its valuable citizens,
and many of the poor, ignorant, misguided Indians, to whom the government haYe
promised protection, wonld to-day, instead of being dead, be hving and tilling
the soil of their native valley, and, through their own willing hands, obtaining
an honest and well-earned livelihood.
Thrse Indians, like all others of their race, arc very exacting. and a promise
to them unfulfilled they look upon as a just cause for war. 'l'hcrefore it is of
the utmost importance that Congrf'ss awaken to the necessity of giving, in future, heed and consideration to the reports of its agente- npon the condition and
wants of the Indians under their respective charges.
By hreding thr reports of its agents, who arc npon the ground aml ought to
know the wants of the Indians far better than those who are so remote from thorn,
oftentimes formidable and expensive wars will be. averted, and the condition of
the Indians vastly improved.
•
Owing to the rec<:>nt and extensive mines discovered in the Owen's river valley, and the consequent rush of miners and settlers there, I deem that locality
for an Indian reserve entirely impracticable, and the present war fully demonstrates that the Indian and white race can never live peacefully in close proximity to each other. · I have, therefore, to recommend the abandonmrnt of that
valley for an Indian reservation. 'rhe mines, which are of unsurpassed richness, will cause thousands to permanently settle there dur.ing the coming year,
and, as heretofore, throughout all California, the rights of the Indians ·will be
disregarded, and constant turmoil and war will be but a natural result.
With these facts before me, I deem it for the welfare of my department of
the Indian service of California imperatively necessary to remove these Indiilns
from that valley; therefore, when applied to by General Wright, I consente:1 to
receive them at the Tejon Indian reservation.
In proof of what I say, and also to sho·w how unfair, mean and atrocious white
men will sometimes act, I have only to copy the following from a leth·r published by Captain Roper. of the 2d California volunteers, in the Esmer:::.lda St:tr,
of .July 30:
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"On July 11 Captain :McLaug·hlin, Captain Noble, and myself, with 100 men
and 25 six-mule teams, started for the Tejon reservation with alt the Indians which
have been gathered in, numbering about 1,000 men, women, and children. At
Hot Spring valley, near Keysville, we received orders to abandon the post.
Captain McLaughlin and company returned to make the necessary preparations.
We expect to leave in a few days, when some teams, now on the road, arri,Te to
moYe us. Captain McLaughlin, company D, and Captain Noble, company E,
will occupy Fort 1\~jon, and I, with company E , will camp for the summer on
the south fork of Kern river.
"'rhe people of this valley are now anxious that we should remain here, as
they fear a renewal of hostilities when the post is abandoned ; and I cannot say
that I deem the anxiety wholly unfounded. By the acts of a few of them the
settlement of this difficulty has been much retarded and partially defeated, and
there is much reason to fear that the future holds more trouble. While the war
was actually in progress, and the Indians really hostile, there were but few of
the citizens who could be induced to risk themselves in the mountains unless
they were with a large force of soldiers, and these few did nobly; but as soon
as a cessation of hostilities was proclaimed by the commanding officer these
stay-at-home fellows grew wondrous brave, and boldly declared their deadly
animosity to the whole red race. 'l'wo Indian messengers that were sent from
the post to the White Mountain district to gather in those Indians were fired
upon by some chivalrous miners, although the messengers were unarmed and
bore a white flag. Of course they never returned, and to-day prospectors are
in danger of their lives. 'l,hen, ag·ain, a Tehachape Indian, who had been for
three months in irons was released and sent home to induce his tribe to cease
hostilities and come in. With what would have been considered astonishing
good faith in even a white man, he seems to have worked faithfully to accom- ...
plish his mission, and was returning with a number of his people-men, women,
and children-when they were fired upon in the most cowardly manner by three
whites while they were sitting in their camp only fifteen (15) miles from the
post; two men and one little girl were killed, and all were scalped by these
brave and chivalric gentlemen who rode off and exhibited their bloody trophies
of the war. At the Big Lake the recollection of their glorious deeds so stirred
their noble souls that they became slightly oblivious, and in that state one of
the noble trio, E'rank Whetson, ·was arrested by Lieutenant ~-,rene~ who had
been 'sent for him.' The gentleman is now in our guard-house in irons, and
awaits an order for trial. Of the Indians who escaped from this attack, most
of them made their way into the mountains, where they now are, and where they
wi,ll remain, for all that any one can do to drive them out. Never again c:;tn any
of them be induced to place any fG~:ith in the promises of white men, and if another
outbreak occura it will be far the most desperate we have seen. I should have
mentioned that the last party of Indians also bore a white.fiag, travelle~ openly
in the road in the daylight, and that their purpose was well known to every one.
But for such ruffians as those who fired upon them, unarmed as they were, there
would not to-clay be a hostile Indian in this entire country; and those who may
hereafter suffer will have Mr. Whetson and others of his ilk to thank for it."
The foregoing will give the Commissioner some idea of the obstacles we have
to contend with in the managJmen t of Inclinn aff<tirs in the southern district of
· California. Again, how important that adequate appropriations should be made
by Congress to enable the agent to reasonably provide for the poor destitute
savages under his charge.
COLORADO DIS'l'R[C'l' INDIANS.

These Indians, from lack of means, have had comparatively nothing done for
them, and, although now quiet, I fear for the future. 1 1 hey have been promised
by the military and other unauthorized parties blankets, f,trming implements,
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and beef. These promises, from lack of means sufficient, I have not been able 1
to respect. This district, which extends cast and west from the Mojave to the
Colorado river, to the Pacific coast, and southward to the boundary line between
California and J\fexico, contains upwards of ten thousand warlike Indians, who,
if once it breaks out in open war, would cause the sucrifice of hundreds of the
lives of our most loyal countrymen who arc now engaged in aeveloping the
mineral'resourccs of that very rich country, and would also cost the government millions to suppress.
With a comparatively small amount of money judiciously expended in the
purchase of annuit.y goods, farming implements, and a few good working mules,
with suitable wagons and harness, a permanent peace might be secured with
these Indians, and their wretched condition would be much im11roved.
'11 he amount necessary for this purpose is twenty-five thousand dollars. Less
than this would be inadequate to the pressing wants of these people. It would
be necessary to purchase several hundred head of American cows for breeding
purposes, for beef~ and milk. I would suggest that the same be appropriated
under the following heads :
200 head American cows, at $20 per head ...................... .
200 head marketable steers for beef, at $18 50 .................. .
Annuity goods ............................... .... .......... .
Four wagons, at $250 ............................... _....... .
Thirty goocl American mules, at $200 ......................... .
Farming implements ........................................ .
Freight and transportation ................................... .

$4,000
3,700
6,000
1,000
6,000
1,300
3,000

Total ... .~ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

25, 000

With this amount, thms expended, these Indians would be placed in comfortable circumstances, am1 hereafter would require but little assistance from the
government. Without this assistance I fear trouble with them in the future.
They have been told, time and again, that the government would assist them,
but -as yet they have not received anything. They think that they have to
look to the government for all their wants, and when they get nothing they
begin to find fault, and soon commence their depredations upon the property of
the whites, stealing stock, &c., which always result;:; in a war. And a war with
these tribes would be formidable and very costly to the country.
TEJO:V RESERVE.

'l,o the importance of securing a title to this desirable Indian farm, I had the
honor of calling the attention of the Hon. late Secretary of , the Interior, Caleb
B. Smith, while in Wasl1ington, l\Iarch, 1862; and ulso in IllY annual report
to the department of August 30, 1862; and published in the Commissioner's report, page 325, may be found the following language: "And I therefore repeut
the suggestions made in a former report, to have the 'I'ejon reservation surveyed,
and the land set apart by an act of Congress for the exclusive use of the Indians," this reservation being particularly well adapted.
In this connexion, I would urge upon the department the importance of holding possession of so desirable an Indian farm. It is, I believe, claimed by private parties under a Spanish grant. I am of the opinion, however, that the
United States have the best title to it, and I would respectfully suggest that
the Secretary of the Interior instruct the United States district attorney of the
northern district to examine into the title of said property, as it is one of the
most desirable locations for an Indian reservation within the whole southern
country. 'l,hiiij fine farm is now claimed, under patent from the United States,
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by E. F. Beale, esq., who demands rent for its further use as an Indian reserve,
will fully appear by the following correspondence:

:tR

SAN FRANCISCO, July 24, 1863.
Sm : I haYe just hf•ard, with great surprise, that eight hundred Indians of the

most hostile Owen's river tribe have been removed, under your directio1'1, to my
ranch of "El r.rejon," of which I showed you the patent some two months
since. My informant also states that my orchard and vineyard have already
been destroyed by the cattle furnished these savages, and that not a vestige of
garden remains .
Under these circumst~ces, I look to you for redress, and ask you on what
g~·ounds you propose to occupy for public purposes land which the courts have
always decided to be private property, and which is protected by the sanctity
of patent from the government 1
V cry respectfully, your obedient servant,
E. F. BEALE.

J. P . II.

WENTWORTH,

Superintendent Ind£an Affairs.

To which I had the honor to make the following reply:
OFFICE INDIAN AFFAIRS,

Soutltern District if California, July 29, 1863.
Sm: I have received your letter in relation to the r.rejon ranch, and have
the honor to reply as follows :
r.rhere can be 11.0 question whatever between us regaruing :your title to that
estate. Your patent is full and complete, and I yielu the possession of the
property under that title without reserve and on the instant. N cvertheless, I
submit to you that the government would be subjected to infinite lo~s and vexation, and confusion of its Indian affairs by precipitate action on your part in the
rjectment of the Indians; and I have to request that yon will forbear in the
assertion of your rjghts in the premises until I can make some arrangement for
the Indians now tlH~re . In the mean time I promise to urge upon the department a prompt settlement with you for aU the injuries done by the IndianB or
the cat le placed on the ranch for their consumption.
Please inform me, at your earliest convenience, at what rate you would be
willing to rent such portions of your estate as might be required for the use of
the Indians, or if you are disposed to sell the whole or a portion of it.
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JOHN P. H. WEN'l'WOHTH,
Sztperinteruling Agent.
Hon. E . .E'. BEALE, San Frandsco.
SAN FRANCISCO,

July 29, 18G3.

SIR : I have received your letter giving me possession of the patented ranch

" El 'rejon," and making certain inqui1 ies as to my disposition to dispose of
part or the whole of it, OT to rent such a portion as may be requh:ite for Indian
purposes. To this I reply that I have no desire to sell or rent any portion of
it, as I am largely engaged in stock raising, and shall probably require the whole
in a few years. ·
As you state, however, that you will be inconvenienced by immediate removal, I ·will rent you twelve thousand acres, at the rate of one dollar per annum per acre, which is less, I believe, than the department is paying at present
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for the same on Tul€' river, which is certainly infinitely less desirable in every
respect.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
E. F. BEALE.
J. P. H. WENTWORTH, Esq.,
SupeTintendent Indian Affairs.
OFFICE INDIAN AFFAIRS, SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF CALIFORNIA,
San Francisco. August 10, 1863.
SIR: In rrsponse to your letter of the 29th July, offering to rent the ranch,
or a portion thereof, of" El '.rejon," for Indian purposes, I have to say the offer
will bP- irrnnediatcly forwarded to the department at ""\Vashington for approval
or rejection. As soon as an answer can be obtained you will be duly notified.
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JOHN P. H. WEN'rWOR'rH,
•
Superintending Agent.
Hon. E. I!,. BEALE,
Su1·veyor General if the State if California.
SAN lT'nANC!SCO, August ll, 1863.
SIR: I have rec<>ived your letter of the lOth instant. You say you have
received my letter offering to rent a portion of my ranch for Indian purposes,
&c., &c.
This does not by any means convey a proper idea. of our correspondence. In
reply to your letter of the 29th ultimo, in which you say you would like me at
my earliest convenience to state at what price I would be willing to rent a portion of the ranch for Indian purposes, I replied in my letter of July 29 as
follows:
" I have received your letter giving me possession of the patented ranch
•El'rejon,' and making certain inquiries as to my disposition to dispose of part or the
whole of it, or rent such portion as may be required for Indian purposes. To this
I reply that I have no desire to sell or rent any part of it, as I am largely engaged
in stock raising, and I shall probably require the whole in a few years. As you
state, however, that you will be inconvenienced by immediate removal, I will
rent you 12,000 acres, at the rate of one dollar per annum per acre, which is
lpss, I believe, than the department is paying at present for the reserve on Tule
river, which is certainly infinitely less desirable in every respect."
This puts quite a different face upon the matter. I do not choose to go before
the public as desiring to rent to the government, as your letter, without explanation, might lead any one to believe. On the contrary, if I rent at all it will
only be as a great favor, and one only reluctantly granted. I require the whole
of my ranch, and have purchased it for a purpose which would be altogether
disarranged by such a disposition of it.
I now inform you that I w-ill on no account rent to the hostile and vicious
Indians whom you have lately removed there, and \vhose presence endangers at
all times the lives of my people ::mel neighbors. Those savages, fresh from the
expr,rience of last summer, in which they once or twice defeated the ,Boldiers
sent against them by the government, and committed the most atrociou~ murders
and outrages, may at any time break out again into open mutiny, one hour of
which might cost me my entire Etock of sheep, horses, and cattle, and the lives
of valuable employes and neighbors. I therefore request you to remove these
dangerous an.d hostile Indians from my property immediately.

'
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As for the very large number of Indians who were there bef~re, and who
have occupied this place under tho government protection for twelve years without
paying rent, all of whom I know, while I would prefer their removal I shall
not urge it, but request you to regard my reply of July 29, consenting, at your
request, to rent a portion of the ranch as a reserve, as relating to them alone.·
Your obedient servant, .
liJ. ~,.BEALE.
J. P. H. vVE~TWORTH, Esq.,
S1tperintendent<f!f Ind~·an Ajf'ai1·s.
Could the government by any means have secured this desirable rancho, a
home comfortable and pleasing to the poor Indians would have been the result;
but, as it is, I regret to report the Indians of that locality very much discontented, and many of them_ even discouraged. The Indian likes to know that the
land which he assists is his own, and that no one can drive him therefrom. vVith
this knowledge it is a very easy matter to domesticate him and cause him to
•
become inHustrivus and happy.
At this reserve I caused to he made last spring great preparations for a crop;
but owing to the drought, the severest that lws occurred in the southern portion
of California for years, together with the grasshoppers, it was nearly all destroyed. The following will show the number of acres which were cultivated
and harvested at the 'Tejon during the pm:>t year:
By Indians, 250 acres; government farms, 500 acres; total, 750 acres.
Wheat saved, 4,000 bushels; barley savec1, 2,000 bushels.
'rhe drought and the graHshoppers destroyed nlmost entirely the vegetable
crop, which otherwise would have been very abundant. My supervisor, lVIr.
Berchutte, saved 30 tons of hay.
TULE RIVER INDIAN FARM.

Owing to the difficulties at Owen's river, and the patenting of the Tejon to
Hon. E. JT. Beale, I have been obliged to continue renting this farm for a term
of two years, at a rent of one thousand dollars per year. It contains twelve
hundred and eighty acres of very superior land, and is well adapted to the
wants of the Indians of that locality and now residing upon the farm, and numbei·ing about seven hundred. Mr. Madden, tl1c proprietor, gives the use of a
very fine vineyard and also a fine orchard of fruit trees. These the Indians
prize very highly, and during the fruit season affords them a great m~ans of
subsistence. It will be seen, by reference to my colleague's accounts, that the
rents which the government is paying for this farm is very low indeed, ab~mt
seventy-eight cents per annum per acre; while Mr. Hanson is obliged to p·ay
five dollars per annum per acre for farming land at Smith's river.
I am happy to inform the Commissioner that these Indians are quiet and comparatively happy. 'rhe drought ruined their grain crop) which consisted of
about 250 acres, principally wheat. Everything, however, looks favorable for
a wet season, and I am making preparations to put in a large crop of grain and
vegetables the coming year. The necessity of continuing this farm will appear
when I inform the Commissioner that there is no place, aside from this farm,
within my district to which these Indians could be removed for the present.
With a propitious season, the wants of these Indians will, in a great measure,
be met, and the government will be put to very little expense for their maintenance for the coming year. These Indians have, from time to time, given
valuable information in regard to the movement's of their more warlike neighbors of Owen's 1iver, and when solicited to join in their war against the whites,
have absolutely refused.
In eonc1usibn, I have to say that the Indians within this district are as hap_py
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as they well can be under the present reservation ~ystcm, with the exception of
the Owcn'f' river Indimts.
I have the honor to Le, very respectfully, your obedient ::;ervant,

JNO. P. II. WJ.JNTWORTH,
Superintending Agent, Southern District qf California.

Ron.

WM.

P.

DoLE,

Com. lnd£an Affairs, Wadz,1·ngton, D. C.

No. 37.
OFFICE SuPERINTE~DEN'I' oF INDIAN AFFAIRS,

Southern District rif Californ-ia, December 3, 1862. ·
Sm: I desire to call your atteution to the Indinns of my district inhabiting
what is known as the Owcn'P- river country, lying on the eastern slope of the
Sierra Nevada. I desire to make a special report on the condition of those Indians, because they need the attention of the govcmme11t most, and have received it less than those of any portion of the State.
On my return from 'Va~hington last May, 1 found the southern country filled
with apprehen~iou of a destructive Indian war, threatPniug to desolate the
sparsely sett1cJ region bordering on the Great De~rrt. .Already hoRLiHtics had
commenced, and several victims had falln1, before the United States troop~.
ordered. by (h·neral Wrio·ht. urri,·ed on Owen's rive1. A~ flOOll as I could an·ang-<>
the affairs pf my office I &tartcd to the scene of diflicu]tics, accompanied by one
of my supervisort:, .Mr. Godcy, (an accomplished interpreter,) taking with llll' a
quantity of annuity good::;, I_Jrovi::;ions, &c., for distribution amongst them. Un
my arrival I de~patchecl runners to the different tribe;;, invitiLg them to a council, aJtcl was happy to find my call readily responded to. After telling them of
the folly of endea\'Oring to oppose tho governme1Jt that was desirous of aiding
theliJ.t and a:-suring them that while any indic::ttion of rebellion would meet ·with
prompt and severe punishment, good behavior would secure its fostrring care.
I found them willing to live in peace, and anxiom~ to CC<lSe hostHities if the government will only aft'on1 them protection and means of snpport.
'I'he past winter was oue of universal severity. Game, upon which they sub•
sisted in former years, is fast disappearing with the encroachments of civiJization; and although the General Land Oifice has withheld from sale a reservation
for those Indians, much of the best portion of it has been settled by whites and
tho Indians driven off. I laid off a reservation of about six townships, bounded
by the Big J>ine creek on the north, George's creek on the south, Owen's river
on the east, and the Sierra on the west. 'l'he amount of land will seem large
for the number of Indians, (about 2,000,) bnt it must be remembered that it is
only in small flpots that it is susceptible of cultivation, the balance being scarcely
fit for grazing purposes, and none of it attractive to sdtlers. Placed on a reservation where the agent's authority is re~pected by the emigra.nts, antl where
they know they are secure from interference and are treated with kindness, <:'Xperience has demonstrated there is no difficulty in managing the Indian. The
troubles in the State have always arisen outsidt• of the re:;:erves.
Should the department agree with me, as I trust it wHl, (for I see no other
1vay of keeping tho.·e Indians quiet,) I hope it will recommend to Congress the
immediate appropriation of $30,000 for the purpose of eimbling me to establish
thi::; reservation. That sum, judiciously expended in the purehase of seed, stock
cattle, mules, wag·om:, ploughs, &e., would place those wretched people beyond
tho necessity of stealing for a livelihood, and would relieve the government fi·om
·any further expense for their support, as well as dispense with the necessity of
mainta.ining an expensive military post in a country where evetything has to be
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hauled a distance of 300 mlles over a sandy road,"with water only at long intervalf\, and every obstacle to surmount which is objectionable for a military depot.
Already the governm ent has expcnc1ed many thousands of dollarH in sending and
keeping troops there to suppress difficulti es that would never have have occurred
had Congress appropriated, a year ago, for this reservation.
The discovery of gold ancl silver mines in the ranges of the mountains on the
borders of the Great Basin make what was three years ago an unknown region
at this time a great thoroughfare ; and the importance of averting such a calamity
as an Indian war is more pressing, as it would prevent travel a~ d deprive the country of valuable resources macle known by the energies of our hardy pioneers.
It would be impossible to remove the Indians of the mgre southerly portion
of my district to this proposed reservation, because the rigor of the climate is
such that it would be difiicult to keep them during the inclement part of the
year when snow covers the ground, even if the expense of removing them was
not an insurmountable objection to such a proposition. The importance of
prompt action by Congress in this matter cannot be presented more strongly
than in the fact that it can, by a comparatively small appropriation, if made at
once, secure permanent peace with a people who have shown themselves formidable in war, and save the government the enormous expense attendant upon an
interminable Indian difficulty which will inevitably occur.
Aside fi·om this view of the matter, every principle of justice and humanity
demands that a portion of what really belongs to them by inheritance should be
secured to them, and that a nation as noble as ours should lend a helping hand
to these unfortunate people to raise them from their degradation.
·
I have the honor to be your obedient servant,
JOHN P. H. WEN'l'WOR'rH,

:superintending Agent.
Hon.

WILLIAM

P.

Commissioner

DoLE,

of

Indian Affairs, Washington, D. C.

No. 38.
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,

Office

cif Indian Affairs, Jamtary

13, 1863.
Sm: I herewith sQ.bmit for your consideration a communication of the 3d
ultimo, from J. P. H. Wentworth, superintending agent for the southern district
of California, upon the subject of establishing an Indian reservation in the
Owen's river country.
'l'he reasons for prompt action on the part of Congress, looking to the eHtablishment of an Indian reservation .within the limits of southern California at the
earliest practicable moment, are urgent, and are set forth in my r("Ceut annual report.
I am, however, far from certain that the location proposed by Superintending Agent
vVeutworth is such as the wants of the district require. It will be seen that h e
regards the location as unsuitable for the large majority of the Indians nuder
his charge, and that its capacity is not sufficient for the accommodation of more
than 4,000 Indians. I believe that by proper efforts a location can be selected
ancl the title secured for a reservation which shall be ample for the wants of all
the Indians of the district. If this can 'be done, I think it will prove to be for
the interest of the Indians, and am certain that it will Le much less expensive
to the government. Until an effort in this directio •1 has been made and found
impracticable, I must withhold my approval of the proposition of Mr. Wentworth. Should you concur in these views, I l'espectfully suggest that the accompanying communication, together with this letter, be laid before Congress
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for its consideration, and such action in the premises as that body may deem
expedient.
Very respectfully, your obedient Sf'rvant,
vVILLIAM P. DOLE, Cvmmissioner.
Ron. J. P. USHER,
Secretary of tlte Interim·.

No.

39.
SA~ FRANCisco,

JJ;Jm·clt 11, 186-3.
SIR : I am informed by Adjutant General Drum that hostilities have a_gnin
commenced at Owen's i·iver. I beg that you w1ll hurry up my appropriation
immediately.
JNO. P. H. WENTWORTH.
Ron. WILLIAM P. DoLE.

No. 40.
SAN FRA~CISCO, September 11, 1863.
Sm: Please forward my funds immediately. Owen's river In~ians, Tejon,
are suffering for food.
JNO. P. H. WENTWORTH,
Superintendent and Agent.
Hon. WILLIAM P. DoLE
Commissione'r of Indian Affairs.

No. 41.
SuPERINTENDENCY INDIA:\T AFFAIR'S,
Santa Fe, New ll1exico, September 19, 1863.
Sm: I arrived in Santa Fe on the 17th of July last, and immediately entered upon my duties as superintendent of Indian affairs, in accordance with
your instructions of the !:!3d of May, preceding.
The condition of the Territory shows that it has not fully recovered from the
effects of the Texan invasion. During the occupation by the insurgents all intercourse with many of the Indian tribes was entirely broken up. 'l'he military
force was necesRarily withdrawn from the frontiers to defend the Tenitory
against the invaders, and the Indians were thus left without the coutro1Jing iufluence of its presence. This at once led to evil consequences, which still exist
to a greater or less extent.
rrhe Navajoes, occupying the western portion of the rrerritory, were, at the
time I reached my pof:lt, at war. A campaign agitinst them was l'lanned, and
a force already in the field at that time under Colonel Kit Carson.
rl'his tribe is the most formidable of all with which we have to deal, -and at
no time since the acquisition of New 1\fexico, in 1~4 7, has it, as au entiret_y, been
at peace. Six treaties have been held with it, at different times, by o:ffiecrs {)f
the government, a11 of which were broken before any ratification cou1d be
e:ftectcd. The tribe is now in the hands of the military department. Whatever the causes of the war, it is too late to discuss them. 'l'be Indians, by their
1!5 I
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acts of who1esrt1c destruction of life and property, and the general disregard
they lHtVP exhibited of all former promises, lJave rendered tbem:'eJves liable to
~evere pm1islnnent. 'I'he force now in the field, it is hoped, will be able to eonvt •y to them some practical lcs::;ons of the power of the government. Jt will be
flluud, howevf·r, a difficult undertaking, as they are a powerful tribe, with an cxtc·nsive, and, in many places, innccessible country. UntH subdued by force,
any treaty or offer of peace mue.t prove of but little avail. rl'hese prople are
it~genious in tlJe m:mnfacture of blankets and other fabrics.
rrhey also cultivatl' wheat and corn quite extensively, and in these and oth~r respects are far
in adv,tnce of any otlH'r tribe within the limits of this supcrintendeucy.
The A pache;3 are divided into three bands, viz: the l\fescaleros, inhabiting
the sontlJPn.ste. n ·part of the Territory; the ,Jic~rillas of the northeastern, and
a t::mnll band of tlH~ Gila Apaches in the extreme southwest. rrhat portion of
the tribe living in the southern part of the Territory was, during the occupation
of tlw country by the '.rexans, at ''rar, in which occupation they are sti1l en• g:tg<>d, with the excevtion of 410 ::\Icsca1eros, r men, women, a11d children,)
who, in clmrgt' of their efficient ngent, Lorenzo L :tbadi, have been induced to
quit the war· path f(n· the better walk of la.bor. r.rhey planted at Bosque Roclondo la:-t spriug. The agent's report is full of hope relative to the success of
this movcm(:nt. He bas 200 acres of land under cultivation, and the crop now
ri JWHing promi::;es an abundant harvest. r:J..'he greater portion of the Ltbor was
pt·rfurmed hy the lndifll1S thcmse;]vc8, tm f1e r the immediate supervision of the
agl'ut . r.rhe Jicarillas still indulge tl1cir 10ving propelJSitics, which leads to
bad 1·c~ults. A few of them have under cnltivation small fi elds of corn and
''.rheat in the fi-untier settlement:::, upon lands loaucd th em by the pcOJ)le. l\fany
cornplaiuts arc made against tlli::; band for th(•ft, and I have no doubt a number of tlv:'e complaints are well founded. \Vhilc they a · e permitted to range
about at will :::nch depredations mut:it continually occur, as among Indians as
wdl a::: ·with white vagr:mts there are always bad characters, who, fi·om mere
wautonues::;, oft<·u are ine1ined to commit offensive acts. Until tbry are locate.,d,
tlH·rcfore, no reform in tbis particular can be cxpt>eted. Evil-di~posed m en also,
with pa1er ~kins, commit similar outntges, and, under the circumstances, with
grrat plausibility, charge them upon tlte Jicaril1as. Tl1is band ancl that of the
Gila, belrmg·ing to tbi::; Territory, ~houl<.l be located with the 1\Ie:'caleros, as they
are a'M. iutermarried, and, iudeed, may be con:-;idercd the same people in language
;mel lw.bi ts.
·
'l'h ~~ U tfths belonging to tl1is superintendency arc divided into three bandso ne liYillg iu the northea::;tern, and the two o1hers in th0 uorthwe:;tcrn borders
of th0 Territory. TlH7 arc mon: warlike th,m th' others I h<tVC mentioned,
and, of cour::;c, more averse to locn.tillg. They arc good hunters, and occupy a
better game country than either the ~avajoes or Ap:tc:hcs. A few of tbem, however, can Le iuduced to turn their attention to agTiculture. To foster tl1is disposition, they :-hould have reserve land set ai>art for them at as early a day as
po;-;~iLlc.
It i: the intention to locate that portion of this tribe living in southern Colorado, within the valley of the San Juau, where the b~uds in this rrcrritory, if not provided for at the treaty to be hdd on th6 fin:;t of October next, at
Conc·jos, should likewise be fixed, adjoining their friends on the south.
rl'he
Utah::; ha-ve conducted themselves during the last few years very credit ably;
but few depredations have been charged to them. Although prominently warlike, they have proved themselves the most peaceable tribe in the 'I'erritory,
always exCeJJting the Pne1lo::;, who are an agricultm al peoplt::.
The wamlering tribes of ,'\ ew l\Icxico, numbering in the aggregn.tc a bont
15,000, are so :-imilar in habits-the resources of the country over which they
w:mdcr so nearly the same, and their future wants so identical, that to speak of
a policy suited to any particular one would be applicable to all. The course
heretofore pursued of regarding these. tribes as natiOJ!S, and treating them as
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such, is no longer the true or correct one. Not one of them i~ bound together
by any general laws. All are divided into fragments, and these fragments of
from ten to fifty men each, headed by some successful warrior, separately act
without any consultation with the mass, and recognize in their war raids no law
but that of individual caprice. There seems to be no distinguil:lhed or national
chieftain among them capable of concentrating and leading an undivided tribe to
battle, or of inspiring their confidence and imparting council in time of peace.
1Vith the exception of the Pueblos, (an amiable, happy, and law-abiding·
p eople,) the condition will apply to every nation within the jurisdiction of this
superintendency. I would, therefore, respectfully suggest the propriety of
choosing for them suitable reservations, where military posts can be established
of sufficient strength not only to command tlzeir respect, but at the same time
prevent the encroachment of settlers and the consequent evils that always retmlt
from a free intercourse with the whites. Having made a suitable selection, the
tribe should be kindly requested to 1'ettle. 'l'here will be found no difficulty in
eliciting fair promises to locate, as a liberal supplx of beef is, of itself, a great incentive to compliance, at least nominally. They will sign any p::.tp<:sr presented,
whether they understand its contents or not. 'l'he treaties heretofore held with
them, as before observed, have in· every instance been broken almost as soon as
made, or before their ratification could be effected within the usual time. 'l'he
success attending the settlement of the 1\fescaleros last spring under the management of their agent and the active co-operation of General Carleton, commander of the military department, gives us a practical instance of the wisdom,
of this policy. The report of Agent Labadi shows that that portion of the
tribe which came willingly upon the reserve have extensive and weH-cultivatcd
fields of corn, and I have no doubt that by next spring the entire band, together ·
with a part, at least, of the Jicarillas, can be induced to follow this method of·
industrial pursuit. Under the immediate eye and snpervit:ion of the military
and an efficient superintendent, or agent, many of their barbarous customs and
superstitions may be broken up-customs and superstitious rites that in their
nature and effects must retard materially all advances towards civilization ..
'1\·eated as a nation, they claim the right to adhere to these notions, and
dignify them with the importance of laws. One of these superstitions demands the total destruction of the property of a deceased owner; another
requires the remo-yal of the huts (if but a few hundred yards) of a band upon
the occasion of a death amongst them; and still another imposes the obligation
of making feasts, a great number of which are observed of the most extravagant kind whenever a females arrives at a marriageable age, in honor of·
which event the parents will sacrifice all the property they possess, the ceremony being protracted from five to ten days with every demonstrn.tion of hilarity
With these and other rites of a like character, it is hardly necessary to say that
no permanent radical changes can be effected. To teach them the necessity and
beauty of economy, the value of property, and the true method of its accumula-·
tion, it is indispensaoly requisite that these wild religious supe..rstitions Rhould.
be eradicated; to accomplish which, we must exercise a more potent influence,
than has yet been brought to bear-an influence that can only be felt and applied by means of the reservation system.
The previotts history of these Indians, particularly those of them who occupy
th11 southern part of the Territory, is full of interest. }..,or many years before
the independence of ~:lexico, under the wise policy of the government and the
untiring efforts of the Jesuit fathers, they remained at peace" and many of them
found employment as shepherds to watch over the immense herds of cattle and
sheep thaL st>curely fed on every mountain and in every valley of the country,
A number were educated at the mission of San Xavier, near 'l~uson, in Arizona.
and others at or near El Paso del Norte, in this 'l'crritory. 'l'o this day there
arc a .few far advanced in age an~ong the Mescaleros, who can r<·peat the
Catholic prayers in ~panish, and who take peculiar pleasure in recounting the
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events connected with those comparativelJ happy and prosperous times. After
the expulsion of the Spaniards in 1824, and the establishment of the republic,
the policy towards these people was changed. A war resulted almost immediately, nnd from that time to this, with the exception of a few short intervals of
peace, depredatory parties have sallied ont from their rugged and almost inaccessible mountain gorges and table-lands to prey upon the property of the
whites. The Indians, having but little to lose, have always had the advantage
in these attacks, so much so that the entire country has been impoverished by
their sncceesful raids-their depredations on every departmtmt of industry,
agricultural, pastoral, and mining. vVhole communities have fled before them.
Jn Arizona and the neighboring States of Sonora and Chihuahua, in the republic of :Mexico, towns have been deserted. \:Vhere flourishing haciendos existed
forty years ago, and cattle by thousands covered the hill-sides and valleys, no
evidence of this ·wealth and comfort remained, except the well-marked paths leading to the watering places, the bones of cattle, and the ruined walls of the l\lexican carallero. And after the occupation of the country by our goverument for
fifteen years, its condition shows but little, if any, improvement. Though a part
of some of the tribes may be considered pacific and well disposed, there is not
a county in New Mexico that is at this time altogether safe from marauding
parties. During the past three years the people have SU:::ltained a loss by these
depredatio11s of not less than 500,000 sheep and 5,000 horses, mules, and cattle.
Over 200 li,·es have been also sacrificed of citizens, soldiers, and shepherds. A
sad commentary, truly, on the efficiency of the government to protect the persons
and intere;:;ts of the people, while the sadder stories of grief and wretchedness
and captivity remain nnrcckoned and untold. 'I'his situation of aff<tirs rlemands
.that the utmost etl'orts for relief and future prevention should be adopted as
,iloon as possible. 1\fuch is expected of the Jndian department, and we trust
1the honorable Commissioner will at once see the necessity of adopting a policy
..that will render life and property more secure, and urge iltrongly upon Congress
;the propriety of liberal appropriations for the purpose .
.!s the reservation system has become the favored one of the Indian bureau,
.it 18 uunecessary at this time to offer any reasons, in afhlition to those already
·before th.B department, confirmatory of the wisdom of that plan. Jn my judgmcn~, th:~;oo reservations should be established in this 'I'erritory, viz : one for the
Apache::!, one for the Utahs, and, after the Navajoes are sufficiently humbled,
.one for that .t r.ibe in their own country. 'I'he Apache reservation should inclu<le
all the Indians :Of that name, viz : the 1\Iescaleros, Jicarillas, and the small
band of Mimbres Apaches that still belong; to this 'I'erritory. A successful
comm"nccment, as hefore statecl, has been mn.de by my predecessor, and the
selection of the grot:mds is as good as their country affords. As many of them
.have already locn.ted, jt is necessary that the steps yet to be taken should be
quick and decisive. 'l'his, however, I will make the subject of a separate comm uuication.
The Utn,hs, ·f not provided for in tho treaty to be held by Governor Evans,
,of Colorado, should all be located upon one reserve in the valley of the San
Juan, in the northwest podion of the Territory.
Thus situated, these tribes would be separatell from each other by a space of
about 200 miles, and so far from the white settlements as to preclude any interference, at least with the present iuhabitants. By making these large reservation8, we have an entire band collected, and thus avoid the nece~sity of treating
with fragments or squads separately. 'rhis method will commend the system
ahw for its economy. The fact that these people cannot obtain a subsistence at
.certain seasons from game and other resources of the country, has so often been
presented to yot'lr notice by my predecc~sor and the agents that I shall not
dwell upon the point, but take it for granted that the dep<trtment must be aware
that, under pressing circumstances, the Indian is compelled to steal or .st:1rve.

REPORT OF TilE SECRETAHY OF TIIE Ii'ITERIOR.

229

Hence the necessity for liberal supplies of food, and such a concentration of the
tribes as will conduce to an easy and just distribution among them.
Human nature exhibits itself as well in the Indian as in the Anglo-Saxon ;
supply the wants of either, and the disposition to revolt is suppressed or materially weakened. '.rhis was clearly shown by the Mcscaleros and Gila Apaches,
from 1854 to lSGO. Liberally supplied with food during that period by their
ageuts, they remained quiet and planted large breadths of corn. Bnt for the
discovery of the gold mines in the immediate vicinity of their fields, which
attractPd a population not exactly, in disposition as well as in numbers, adapted
to the best interests of the Indian, and the Texan invasion, they 'vould at this
time be at peace, and comfortably situated.
It m~y be urged that to locate and feed 12,000 Indians is an expensive
method of treatment. It is suscrptible of the clearest proof, however, that such
a policy is not only the most philanthropic, but the most economical. It needs
no prophetic eye to see that, in a few years, the Indians of N cw Mexico must
be exterminated, unless the government interpose its benevolent hand to protect and support them,
'.rhe rich gold fields and other mineral wealth of the country cannot othrrwise than draw hither a vast population, before which the lmffalo, deer, and elk
will disappear, and for the support of which every available acre must neces ·
sarily be appropriated. Divested in this way of all their peculiar and former
means of subsistence, and contending with a race who, under the circumstances,
can feel no sympnthy with them, the Indian mu::'!t soon be swept from the face
of the earth. If every red man were a Spartan, they would find it impossible
to withstand this overpowering influx of immigration. Humanity and religion,
therefore, demand of us that we interpose a barrier for their safety, and thiti can
be eflected only in the way we have been considering.
That to supply the wants of the Indians of this department is a cheaper mode
for their successful management to the government thm to fight and subjugate
them by force, and far more likely to give security to life and property, can be
readily shown by facts and figures. I have the authority of officers in tl1e
army, whose positions and rank enable them to know, that the military establishments of this Territory, since its acquisition, has cost not less than $3,000,000
annually, independent of land-warrant bounties. 'rhis expenditure, it may be
contended, wa:; necessary for a conquered country; but whether it was or not,
the chastisement and subjection of the Indians have been the sole employment
of the United States forces, among whom and for whom these large sums have
been distributed. This military force, frequently numbering as high as 2,000
men, has at different times fought every tribe in the Territory, and experience
shows that we are now no nearer a permanent peace than when that consummation was first sought in 1848. Nor has this been owing to the want of able
commanders, as we have always had, and still have, men of ability and experience in command of the department, and gallant and active officers and men in
the field; but we must rather attribute it to the extent and nature of the
country, which prevents or protracts operations, and to those constantly occurring
demands from hunger and exposure which impel to acts of aggression, not to
mention the incentives to retaliation so frequently elicited. The loss of life and
property during the past three years shows a greater amount than that of any
other three years in the history of the Territory since the treaty of Guadalupe
llidalgo.
The irresistible conclusion, then, is, that we' must either locate and feed these
wild tribes, or hunt them in their fastnesses until they be exterminated. 'l'he
latter course we have pursued up to the present, at an outlay of three millions
annually to the government; the former, it is confidently believed, can be made
the mOore effectual plan, at a cost of one-twentieth the expenditures heretofol·e
defrayed, and without loss of lif'e or property,
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rrhe annual estimates for this department have already been forwarded . .All of
which is re::;pcctfully subm,itted.
· M. STECK,
Supc1·intcndent Indian Ajja1'rs, New Me~dco.
Hon. W. P. DoLE,
Commissioner of Indian .Affairs, Washington City .

•

No. 42.
HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF NEW MEXICO,
~'·anta
.New ]tfexico, September 6, 1863.

Fe,

/

GENERAL: I have the honor to report that I have this week sent fifty-one
Navajoe Indians-men, women, and children-to :Fort Sumner, at the· Bosque
Redondo, on the Pecos river, where, as I have before informed you, I have four
hundred and twenty:five Mescalero Apaches held as priconers.
The purpose I have in view is to send all captured Navajoes and Apaches
to that point, and there to feed and take care of them until they have opened
farms and become able•to support themselves, as the Pueblo Indians of New
Mexico are doing. 'l'he War Department has already approved of this in the
case of the Apaches, and authorized that Fort Sumner should be a chaplain post,
so that the chaplain there could educate the Indian children. This year those
Indians have been contented and happy. r.rhey planted, under the direction of
their agent, and with a little help, some large fields of corn; and now that they
have their acequia dug, will next }'ear raise quite enough to· support themselves.
r:I.'his the Navajoes can be persuaded to do as well.
At the Bosque Redondo there is arable land enough for all the Indians of this
family, (the Navajoes and Apaches have descended from the same stock and
speak the same language,) and I would respectfully recommend that now the
war be vig·orously prosecuted against the Navajom;; that the only peace that
can ever be made with them must rest on the basis that they move on to these
lands, and, like the Pueblos, become an agricultural people, and cease to be
nomads. r.rbis should be a sine qua non as soon as the snows of winter admonish them of the sufferings to which their families will be exposed, I have
great hopes of getting most of the tribe. r:I.,he knowledge of the perfidy of these
N avajoes, gained after two centuries of experience, is such as to lead us to put
no faith in their promises They have no government to make treaties; they
-are a patriarchal people. One set of families may make promises, but the other
set will not heed them. r:I.'hey understand the direct application of force as a
law, if its application be removed that moment they become lawless. rrhis has
been tried over and over again, and at great expense. The purpose now is,
never to relax the application of force with a people that can no more be trusted
than the wolves that run through the mountains. To collect them together,
little by little, on to a reservation, away from ~he haunts, and hills, and hidingplaces of their country; there be kind to them; there teach their children how
to read and write; tench them the arts of peace; teach them the truths of Christianity. Soon they will acquire new habits, new ideas, and new modes of life;
and the old Indians will die off, and carry with them all latent longings for murdering and robbing. 'I1he young ones will take their places without these
longings, ancl thus, little by little, they will become a happy and contented
people; and Navajoe wars will be remembered only as something that belongs
elltirely to the past. Even until they can raise enough to be self-sustaining·, you
can feed tlti:m chf'aprr titan you can figlzt them.
You w.l11 observe that the Bosque Redondo i&-far down the Pecos, o'n the open
plains, ~here. the Indians can have uo lateral contract with settlers. If the
J.
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government will only set apart a reservation of forty miles square, with Fort
Bmnner, at the Bosque Redondo, in the centre, all the good land will Le covered,
and keep the settlers a proper distance from the Indians.- ( S ee enclo;:.ed map.)
'l'herc is no place i11 the N avajoe country fit for a reservation; and even if tlwre
were. it would not be wise to have it there, for in a 8hort time th e Indians would
steal away into their monntain fastnesses again, and then, as of old, would come
a new war, aud so on ad infinitum.
I know these views arc practical and humane-arc jnst to the suffering people,
as well as to the aggressive, perfidious, butchering .N avajoes. If I can have one
more full rrgiment of cavalry, and authority to raise o11e indep endent company
in each county of the 'rerrit.ory, they can soon be C<trried to a final result.
I am, general, respectfully, your obedient servant,
J A)fES H. CARLETON,
Bt'igadier General, Commanding.
Brigadier General LoRE:\'ZO THuMAS,
Adjutattt General U1tited Sta es Army, TVasltington, D. G.

No. 43.
IvoiAN AGENCY,
A lJiquin, New Mexico, Sfptember 23, 1863.
SJR: In submitting the report of this agency for the present year, it gives me
pleasure to state that the Capote band of Utah Indians, imrnediatdy under my
charge, and the Payuches band, for whom Henry Mercure is special agent, at
the agency of 'l1ierra Amarilla, sixty-five miles from this place, are all di~posed
to be friendly to the government, and williug to tender their services to the 'J.1erritory for the protection of its citizens.
'l'he number of Indian s in my agency proper is about the same a~ last reported. They arc very poor, and, in consequence of the scarcity of game, depend almost entirely on the government for the n eces:::mrics of life. The Ca.pote
baml of Utahs, and tl te vVomcnuches, kuown as the Payuche.:; band of Utahs,
possess great influence in the wc.:;tern part of the Territory. rrhey sttwcl between the Ullfriendly Indians and the whites, and but for them there would be
no security for life or property, e~cept at a heavy expense to the government
by military protection.
.
It is evident to the casual observer here that the permanent location of the Indians ofN ew 'Mexico on reservations is the only policy that promises security to the
citizens of the Territory, improvement in the condition of the Indian·, and
economy to the government in their management and support. 'l1 his system,
once rightly e:::tablished, will be found of inestimable value. Suitable buildings
should be erected on the reserves for agents; a sufficient number of troops employed to keC'p the Indians on and the whites off; farmers and mechanics engaged to teach them agriculture, and aid in the erection of dwelling.3 and other
houses, and schools established for the children, in which should be adopted the
industrial plan of education. This method would in a few years render useless
the expensive expeditions whicl1 have been supposed 1wce.:;sary to preserve peace
and quiet, but which have general 1y failed, resulting in treaties that in a ffi')nth
or two have been violated. In the beginning, uo little energy, patience, aud
good judgment would be found requisite on the part of the agents, but these in
the end would be amply rrpaid. W c should enjoy a security that .is not aitaiuablc under the existing sy~tem, and be enabled to develop thereby the mineral,
agricultural, and pastoral resources of the country to the benejit, not only of
ounwlves and the rrcrritory, hut of the country at large. ~.rhc. Indian could
llms be benefited phyr-ically, morally, and mentally, and a sacred C!.u~y in that
respect performed by the governm~nt.
·
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To prevent the Indians from committing d<'predations during the coming wintel food must be furni~hed them liberally. They will steal rather than E-tarve.
'l'hey are all peace::tbie at present among themselves, and friendly with the
whites. They will remain in this pacific way, unless the interference of white
men produces bad feeUngs.
I have only one man employfd at the agency, a Utah interpreter, who speaks
the language fluently, and is well acquainted with the customs and habits of the
tribes f1·om a long residence with them of many years.
Very respectfully,
JOSE ANTONIO MAUSINARES,
Indian Agent, New ~Icxico.

M. STECK,
Superintendent! ndian 4ffairs,Santa

Fe,

New Mexico.

No. 44.
0IMMARON AGENCY, NEW MEXICO,
Seplem~er 22, 1863.

SIR: I haYe the honor to submit herewith my annual report of this agency
for the present year.
Since I was placed in charge of the Molmache Utahs and Jicarilla Apaches,
they have mn.nifested a friendly disposition towards the government, as well as
towards the citizens of the Territory ; but I must say that I believe this conduct does not result from any sincerity or integrity on their part, or a desire
to comply with treaty obligations, but is simply attributable to the peculiar
situatiolf in which they are placed, and in con...,ideration of presents and supplies
annually received from the government,
I do not wish to misrepresent the Indians, but at the same time I deem it my
duty to report the truth. I have studied the character of the Mohuache U tahs
and the Jicarilla Apaches with care and attention, and find them to be, collectiv-dy and individnally, devoid of anything like generosity, honesty, or good
faitl1. Notwithstanding their solemn promi~es, they have not abstained fi·om
committing depredations on the property of our citizens. This is, perhaps,
owing in a great measure to the indulgence of a beneficent government and the
long forbearance of the people. So long as those Indians are permitted to roam
at will over the country, just so long will they prove a scourge to the Territory.
'l'he propriety of locating them on reservations has been so often and so ably
urged upon the attention of the government by the former superintendent, as
well as by the agents, that I deem it unnecessary to say anything on the subject. The agency building is a good one, and amply sufficient f01: the purposes
intended; but, unfortunately, it is located on low bottom land subject to inunda(b.tion. It is built entirely of arlobe.s, induding the foundation, and must become
iu few years unsafe, This, however, was not the fault of my predecessor, as
the house wns erected while he was absent in the States, and on a different site
from the one desiguatecl by him.
The lands in the valley of the Ponil are fertile, with wood and pa~tnre in
abundance. The bottoms immediately on the creek have a dense growth of underbrush and cottonwood, which would require a..large amount of labor and expense to clear. 'There is also a considerable.quantity of upland that might he prepared for cultivation at a comparatively small cost, capable of producing good
crops of corn and wheat. The lack of water, however, in the Ponil will always
prove an impediment to any extensive farming operations. In view, therefore,
of these facts, I cannot recommend this valley as a suitable location for the ln.
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dians. I have talked with thrse people and explainf'cl the great benefits they
would derive from agricultural pursuits, hut the M:ohuaches manifest no dispo.sition whatever to work or obtain a livelihood by any other method than that
of stealing and a reliance on the bounty of the g·overnment. Indrcd, they seem
to think that the present liLeral policy of the g·overnment will always be extended to them, as a ma1 ter of right.
The Jicarillas, or at least a part of them, understand and appreciate, to a
good extent, the benefits of industrial pursuits, and avow their willingness to
work, if they could be made sure of obtaining adequate returns for their labor;
they have heretofore planted small patches of land, loaned them by the Mexicans
from time to time. ~l'hc yield from these, however, owing to their vicious habits,
has done but little good. 'l'he women manufacture a species of coarse earthenware,
which they exchange for corn and wheat-a trade which would g·o a good way
towards maintaining their families, but for the profligacy of the men. Their
presence in the neighborhood always will be a source of annoyance to others, and
of detriment to themselves, as they sell the last and b<>st articles they possess for
whiskey, an article they some bow or other manage always to fiud. They convert also the greater part of their com into a kind of beer, which they ddnk
night and day to excess, reg·ardless of the wants of wife or child. All this will
be impossible to prevent, so long as they lead the vagabond life they now do.
Some ten of the Jicarillas went, early last spring, to a small triLutnry of the
Ojo Cal :ente creek, about thiTty miles west of Taos, and planted several small
abandoned patches of land. I visited these farms during the early part of
July, and from the best measurement I could make of the detached parcels, estimated the grouud at about seven acres. But as the water was then failing,
and the corn small, I am unable to give any ncar approach to the probnLle
yield. The corn was clean, and looked as well as that of the Mexicans. "\Vith
rain they will raise a fair crop. 'rhrir wheat was all headed out, and if not injured by hail, may thresh out 160 lmshcls. I am of the opinion that as soon
as the Jicarilla Apaches arc l0catcd on good lands, they will be induced to go
to work, and, with the aid of government, may in a few years raise enough
produce for their own sustenance. In the latter part of August a small party of
Arap:1hoes ancl Cheyennes visited thiil neighborhood aml stole some horsed belonging to the Utahs. The Utahs followed them and killed a Cheyenne. A
short time afterwards a larger party came back and drove off forty head of
:Mr. Maxwell's mares, twenty-four of the poorest of which were subaequently
given up.
On the 4th instant a party of Rome forty-five or fifty Arapahoes da.shcd up
and burrounclecl the agency building before we were aware of their npproach.
They seemed to be greatly excited, and demanded to know where the Utahs
·were. Fortunately no Utn.l,s were abont at the time. Five or six were on
their way to tlJC agellcy, who observed the Arapal10es in time, and immediately
gave the alarm to their tribe, only a short distance off. '!'he ArapahocR retreated towards Red river, anll were followed by a party of about thirty Utahs
and Apaches. A fight ensued, ending with one Arapahoe killed and one Utah
wounded.
':rhis mutual stealing between these lwstile tribes, with all parties equally
protected by the goverument, will, I am afraid, finally result in mischief to our
citizens ; for it is the nature of the Indians to vie"'· with suspicion ant.l jealousy
any favors extended to his adversary by the whites.
I have hut one man employed, and he as U tab interpreter.
All of which is most respectfully submitted.
V cry respectfully, your obedient servant,

LEVI J. KEITHLY,
United States Inrlim~ Agent.
M.

Ef'1q.,
Superintendent lndia1i Affairs, Santa

STECK,

Fe,

Neu· Mexico.

234

REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIO&
No. 45.

N. l\L,
..August 25, 1863.
SIR : In compliance with the regulations of the Indian department, under
which I .have the honor to act, I submit the following brief report of the condition of the agency under my control during the past year.
I was assigned to this ag·ency last October, the Indians of this agency being in open hostility towards the United States, and had been for one year preYious, and still continue hostile; consequently I can give no encouraging report ,
of their good conduct, nor improvement in their social and moral condition. 'l'hey
have committed many depredations, such as killing and stealing·, and the hand of
ju8tice has, it is true, chastised them upon divers occasions by our troops, under the
department commander, General J. E. West; still they continue to commit acts
of violence. r:l'he power of our government should be made known to them,
in severe and complete chastisement of them as a tribe; then we may with confidence look for better faith and conduct on their part, and then the lives and
property of the citizen will be safe arid secure from further depredations on
their part. I am fully and thoroughly impressed with the opinion that they
must know and feel the power of our government, and be made to obey the .
agents placed over them by the government; and when this is fully carried
out and believed by them, then will cease their acts of violence.
Those tribes or bands, frvm the best information I could obtain, number some
10,000 souls, and are composed of the following named bands: Ooyoteros,
Pinatores, Mimbres, Ohiliquos, and Mogellans, and are known as Gila Apaches.
rrhose Indians occupy the country watered by the ~fimbres and Gila rivers.
rrhey inhabit an extensive country, extending far iuto the States of Sonora
and Chihuahua, committing their depredations there as well as in our country.
Nothing has been done in agriculture for the benefit of these Indiaps, they
being hostile, and as yet have made no overtures for peace.
In conclusion, I trust that in my next annual report I may be able to give a
better account of the Indians placed under my charge.
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient Rervant,
FERD. MAXvVELL,
United States Indian Agent, N. M.
Hon. WILLIAM P. DoLE,
Commissioner if Indian .Affairs, Washington, D. C.
MESILLA AGENCY,

No. 46.
SPA~ISH FoRK, INDIAN .!!"'ARM,

N. T.,
October 15, 1863.
Sm : I submit tl1e following report, setting forth my opinion as to the amount
necessary to he appropriate(!. to the several tribes of Indians within my agency,
for the year ending .Tune 30, 1865.
The Shoshones and U tahs of this Territory are the most treacherous and hostile of all the Indians, the most unworthy, and have the least disposition to
locate and produce for themselves. r:l'hey have always received, in my opinion,
nine-tenths of all presents sent here Ly the general government, while the Par
Vans, Pie Edes, and Goshee Utes, who are located in the extreme south and
southwestern part of the Territory, several hundred miles from the mail thoroughfare, are peaceable and loyal, striving to obtain their own living by tilling the
soil and laboring for the whites, whenever an opportunity presents, and, producing almost entirely their o'vu living, receive comparatively but little help
from government appropriation.
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Kenosh, chief of the Par Vans, gives Bishop McGallister great credit for
rendering his people good service in furnishing· them with ploughs, teams, and
tools, to enable them better to cultivate the soil; and they are worthy of much
praise for the amount of labor performed, with what little help they have received from the citizens, without the assistance of th(.> gc>neral government.
It appears to me that· government should do something for these Indians.
'l,hey are certainly worthy of the kindest attention of this department, and I
would earnestly recommend that the sum of two tbousa.nd five hundred dollars
be appropriated for the Crow Creek reservation, to build a small farm-house, and '
purchase teams, wagons. ploughs, and other tools, to enable them better to cultivate their lands.
There are many individuals among them who can do at:~ much work as any
white man, cradle and bind as much wheat, and do almost all kinds of farming.
'l'hey should receive assistance, and be furnished with tools suitable to work
with, and not with such as no white man with a common understanding could
or would work with.
Kenosh showed me the plough the bishop gave them to work with, which is
not fit for a white ma.n, much less for an Indian, to use. It only' discourages
~mil disheartens the leal·ner. Although not a proper implement for the Indians,
much credit is due the bishop for his kind intentions.
'l'hey request me to send them an American to teach them bow to work, as
th ey do not expect always to have one with them, and they wish to know how
to work for themselves. I feel more anxious that something dwuld be done for
these Indians, for the reason that they are the best calculated to set a good example before the Utahs and Pie Edes, who look upon work as degrading. only
fit foi· squaws to perform, and use all manner of means to prevent the Indians
from laboring.
It appears to me if I can suc.ceed in getting under thorough operation, here
or at Crow creek, a good farm, worked almost entirely by Indians, and have it
fully demonstrated to them how much better it is for their health, comfort, and
happiness for them to locate and labor, than to go prowling about the country
following their usual avocations of begging and stealing, with no one to take an
interest in their welfare, it must certainly induce many of them to change their
manner of living.
The Goshee Utes have always expressed great anxiety that a good farm
should be established upon the Deep Creek reservation. 'l'hcy told me that they
were willing and anxiou to work, and I am sati<Jfied that something must be
done for them, or they will continually be doing something for themselves upon
emigration or the overland mail company, all their treaties notwithstanding. I
am satisfi.eu, also, that not half the depredations committed are the work of the
Goshee Utes, although they have the name and blame.
·
I look upon treaties with the Indians as being of little account, unless they
are consolidated, and acknowledge, not only in. theory, but in practice, a head
or chief. Without this a treaty may be formed every year, and then not reach
the band or the straggling Indians who commit these outrages. 'To locate and
cons0lidate them as much as possible is the first, and, I think, the only feasible
step for treaty stipulations.
*
'rhe Utahs who concentrate on this reservation are not all inclined to work,
although some of them desire to commence farming in the spring, when the
land for irrigation will be in order and the fences completed.
I would recommend an appropriation of two thousand dollars for the Spanish
Fork reservation, to repair and build fences, grub and break new ground, repair
the farm and out-houses, and more completely furnish the house.
I would not propose to establish an Indian farm at this place, or at Crow
creek, and employ white laborers, for the simple purpose of raising provisions
for the Indians, for th:y could be purchased cheaper than raised, but to employ
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white laborers sufficient to teach and assist the Indians, keep the tools and stock
in good order, and have a general supervision of all things appertaining to the
farm. I have, therefore, made my estimates very small, hoping tbey will be allowed, and believe that one good practical farmer at ench reservation will be sufficient to do all the work necessary with the help of the Indians, as soon as the
reservations are fenced.
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
F. \V. HATCH,
United States Indian Agent, Utah, Territory.
Hon .•JAl\1 ES D. DoTY,
Superintendent qf Indian Affairs, Uta/t, Terri'ory.

No. 47.
SEcRETARY's OFFicE,

Santa Fe, New Mexico, May 28, 1863.
Sm: Herewith I have the honor. to transmit copies of three communications,
viz:
1. From Colon~l James L. Collins, Rnperintendent of Indian affairs.
2. From Rev. Nicolas Valencia, of J amez, New Mexico.
3. From myself, in reply.
011 the return of Governor Connelly, I submitted the above letters to him.
In the mean time I had a conversation with Colond Collins, and told l1im "the
governor ~ould not do ~mything in the premises, unless lPgal tPstimony was presented to the proper authorities and they refused to act upon it; that I had nn
interview with 'Hosta,' the Pueblo Indian, governor of Jamf'z, who came to ~ce
me upon this subject, and he informed me that the trouble in thr cat:e wus. a difficulty to find the testimony and identify the guilty parties." I told Colond Collins that I thought it was the duty of the superintrndcnt of Indian nffairs, or
the Indian agents, to look for the captive children, and by a writ of /l(lbcas corpus to obtain them and return them to their tribe. \Vhile doiug this I supposed that sufficient information would be obtained to ascertain who were the
murderers alluded to, and that as the government furnished transportation and
means for this purpose to him and his agents. and as nothing is furnished to the
executive, it was clearly his duty and that of his ag ts to look in person into
this matter, and after tho identification of the guilty parties, if they could not
be arrested without, the executive would then interfere. Superintendent Collins differed with me, and thought the executive sho·t1ld act at once. Since the
return of G vernor Connelly he concurs with me in the view I took of this mattor. If I possessed the transportation, although I differed with Colonel Uollins,
I would have gone in person and Jooked after this m:1tter, as I am satisfied that
n few such cases will render the friendly Indians so dissatisfied tha.t they will
become hostile; and if so, no white man will be able to live in safety on his
ranch in Now Mexico. I have just been informed that superint.endent Collins
will leave here to-morrow for vVashington. I suppose his department in his absence will not look after this matter. The governor and myself will, therefore,
do whnt we can, believing at the same time that we are performing a duty which
belongs clearly to the Indian department.
All of which is respectfully submitted for your consideration by your obedient
servant,
W. F. ARNY,
· Sec1·etary Territory of New Mexico.
Hon. WILLIAM P. DoLE,
Commissioner of Indian A.fj'airs.
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No. 48.
OFFICE Sl!PERTNTBNDENT OF INDfAN AFFAIRS,

Santa Fe, .New Mexico, JJ1ay 19, 1863.
SIR: I have the honor herewith to enclose a translation of a letter received
from San Isidro, in the county of Santa Ana, informing me that some friendly
Na.vajo Indians hu.vc been murdered in the neighborhood of that place. Besides
the child which is mentioned in the letter a~ having been sold at Corrales, I
am informed that another has been sold in the Rio Abajo, and that they are
both the children of two of the murdered N avajoes.
Whilst this condition of things exists, your excellency will readily perceive
that it will be impossible to keep peace with the Indians.
If the citizens are permitted to cqmmit these enormous outrages upon the
Indians with impunity from punisbmeut by our courts, we must expect that
the Indians will seek their own redress in their own way, and thus make the
innocent suffer with the guilty. 'l'hi::: i:hould not be; the authority of the law
should be imposed to prevent its longer continuance, and the duty of seeing
that the laws are faithfully executed being devolved upon you as the executive ·
officer of the 'l'erritory, I demand that you require the proper officers to arrest
those guilty of these murders and the roLbery and sale of those children, and
hold them to answer before the courts for the offence.
I am informed that one of the children before mentioned was sold in Corrales,
in Bernalillo county, and the other in or near Albuquerque.
Very respectfully, your obedient scr~ant,

J. L. COLLI S,
Supe1·intendent Indian Affairs, New Mexico.
His Excellency W. F. M. ARNY,
Acting Governor of Nc w IVlexico.

~PUEBLO OF JAMEZ, May 17, 1863.
Sm: I notify you that on the night of the 16th instant, the Navajoe Indians
who live in this pueblo stole from me five horses, two of which are worth
at least $150 apiece, and the other three $tO apiece. They alt>o stole a valua1le horse from the justice of the peace of this precinct. I believe, sir, that you
are not iguorant of the causes of our ::mfleri11gs. A great many Indians live
with us, and 1Ye cannot get them away, respecting your orders, which tell us
not to molest the peaceable Indians. 'l'hey say that thry do not want to go
away from here; that they are good men; but all the people, as well as myself,
are the sufferers, and the above st'ltcd injury was done to me by these same
Indians. There is no'v another cause why these lndia11s called peaceable arc
doing us all the evil they can. Some days ag·o, some Indians, men and "' omen,
were found dead in this precinct, and we were not able to lind out .who murdered
them. r.rhe Iudians seeing this, they go out from here to do us all possible
damage, and in order to revenge themselves they commit these depredations.
N
we are sure that the natives of this pueblo found a ·littlc Indian who
was sold at Corrales, and he told them that they who killed his father hacl
sold him, and were neighbors of this precinct. 'rltis was the son of the first
Indian (Navajoc) who was killed, and because these murderers sell the children
of their victims we have to suffer. The N avnjoes, exasperated, revenge themselves where there is an opportunity, and we cannot do anything against it. I
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l10pe you will take some measures to remove from this place the Indians, as I
think that the only way we can obtain relief.
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
NICHOLAS VALENCIA.
The SuPERrNTENDENT OF INDIAN AFFAIRS.
A true copy.
HENRY FELSANTIIALL, Translator.

EXF.CUTTVE OFFICE,

Santa Pe, Nr'w J..Vlexico, JJ1ay 20, 1863.
SIR: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of yesterday,
enclosing a copy of a letter from the Reverend Nicholas Valencia, from the
pueblo of Jamez. As I suppose his excelle11cy Governor Connelly is now in
the ri'erritory. and will probal>ly be in Santa Fe in a few days, I deem it proper
to submit your letter and enclosure to him before a reply is made from this
office.
As soon as he returns I will call his attention to the contents. of your letter.
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
W. F. M. ARNY,
1
Secretary and Acting Govern01·, 1Vew Mexico.
JAMES L. CoLLINS, Esq.,
Superintendent qf Indian Affairs, 1\'ew Jl!Iexico.

No. 49.
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,

Ojfice Indian Ajfairs. June 26, 1863.
Sin: I have to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 19th instant, submitting· copy of correspondence with Snpt>rintendent Collins relative to the
murder of friendly Navajoes, and seHing their children, and giving your views
as to the responsibility of the Indian superintendent in arresting the evils complained of in the premises.
In reply I have to sFLy, that having had an interview with the late Superintendent Collins in reg::~rd to the matter, anrl having looked nt the act under
which the Territorial government was created, [Stat. at Large, vol. !), p. 448,] I am
clearly of the opinion that the responsibility in the case for correcting the evil '
does not attach to the Indian department, but to the civil power of the r.rerritory.
r.rhe act of September 9, 1850, says, section 3, iP defining the duties of the
. governor, that he shall take care that the laws of the rrerritory be faithfully
executed. In section 17 it is said, that "the Constitution and all the laws of
the United States, which are not locally inapplicable, shall have the same force
and effect within the Territory of New l\lexico as elsewhere within the United
States."
Now, here is no conflict of laws, as I am persuaded; bnt in New M
o, as
elsewhere, the rrerritoriallaws, passed by the rrerritoriallegislature, are the laws
of the land for the same, and these laws must have cognizance of, and take
jurisdiction in, cases of murder, kidnapping, and robbery, and it is only in casPs
not within such cognizance :md jurisdiction that the United States, by its diRtrict court, can be expected to act. In either case the Indian department has
no responsibility in the premises, not even for calling in the services of the
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~ilitary authority, as .it mi~ht have in a country properly Indian territory; such
1s ~ot the tttatus o~ tlnugs m New Mexico, particularly as to the evils now complumed of, they bemg perpetrated outside of the boundaries proper of the Indian
country.
The fact alluded to by you, to wit, that the government of the United States
furnished means of transportation to the Indian department officials, and none
being furni::.hecl to the governor, is not a condition precedent for making the
Indian department responsible mther than the executive and civil power; for
this matter is primarily for the deft>nce of your citizens under your own laws,
and it is specifically made a duty of the goYcrnor to see that the la1vs of the
'Territory arc enfo1·ced. As to waiting for :;ome evidence to be furnislwd by the
officf'rs of the law in the court:;, the answer I would give to that, if called on to
reply to the suggestion, is, that if these justices do not do their duty, it is within
the province of the executive to make them do it or remove them.
The Indian department has no power to issue writs to compel attendance, or
to impritlon, but must depend, for the exercise of all the power of this kind
necessary to protect the people under its charge, upon the civil power, and it is
made the duty of th.e Indian agents and superintendents to invoke the aid of the
executive for such 4mrposes. 'I'his has been done in the case before us, and I
trust there will be no delay on the part of the 'l'erritorial government to act
effectually in the premises.
V cry respectfully, your obedient servant,
'VILLIAM P. DOLE,
Commissioner.
"-r· F. :U. HENRY,
Secreta'r y r.if the Te1·ritory r.if New 1VIexico, and
Acting Governor, Santa F'e., N. llL

No. 50.
CoLoRADO SuPERINTENDENCY oF INmAN AFFAIRS,

Denrer, C. T., October 14, 1863.
Srn: In compliance with the regulations of the Department of the In1-erior, I •
have the honor to suLmit my annual report of the condition of Indian affairs
under my superintendency, which duty bas been somewhat delayed by my
necessary absence at the treaty of the Conejos.
The past year has been one of great anxiety to all parties connected with the
Indian service in this Territory, and to its iulmbitants generally.
'fhe frequent depredations on the white settlements, upon travellers, on the
great thoroughfares across the plains, and upon the stock and stations of the
U nitcd States mail-stage lines, by various bands of the several Indian tribes
within this superintendency, has kept the officers of the department and the
public in constant apprehension of still more serious difficulties.
At the present time, huwever, there seems to be a period of quiet among the
Indians, :mel a general feeling of security from danger in the public mind.
'l'he peculiar character of the several Indian tribes, both on the plains and in
the mountains of Colorado, by which they are divided into small and independent
bands, which wander over the conntry as inclination or necessity may determine them to do, causes great difficulty in ascertaining the really gnHty parties
in the commission of these offences, of holding them to an accountability, :md
consequeutly in preventing their repetition. And yet these extensive subdivisions of the tribes, and their wide separation in small bands i11 search of the
means of subsit~tence, lul.s the great benefit of rendering ler:;s probable any gene
ral concC:'rt among them for miscl1ievous or hostile purposes.
'l'hese extensive subdivisions of the tribes into small bands arc prompted by
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necessity, as they cannot well subsist on game in large parties except while on
the buffalo chase, and I have deemed it the wisest policy to encourage its continuance as much as possible.
Depredations have thus far been committed by single bands, or small parties,
on their own account, without any general responsibility of the tribes to which
they belong.
INDIAN DEPREDATJOYS.

The first depredation of the kind reported to me, during the year, was made
on the property and employes of Messrs. Cotterel, Viceroy & Co., United
States mail contmctllrs, on the line of coaches running from Kansas city to
Denver, via Pueblo, and to Santa Fe, New Mexico. A party of Cheyenne
Indians were reported, about the 5th of December last, to have destroyed their
station, fifty-five miles east of Fort Lyon, on the Arkansas river, driving away
the employ(5S, taking their provisions, and burning a lot of hay.
I immediately req nested of the commander of the district that a suitable military force be sent for the protection of the line, which was ordered, and addressed M~0or Colley, United States agent for the Upper Arkansas, the accompanying letter, (marked A.)
.
,
After diligent inquiry for the guilty parties, Major Coll~ reported that they
had left for a remote part of the country; since which I have heard nothing
further of the matter.
'The second complaint was in the month of March, from several citizens of
Weld county, in this Territory, residing near the mouth of the Coche La Pandre
river, stating that a party of Cheyenne Indians had forcibly entered their houses
and roLbed them of their provisions and. such other goods as they could lay
hands upon and carry away.
A company of cavalry was immediately sent to the neighborhood, under command of Captain Logan, first cavalry of Colorado. Lieutenant G. W. Hawkins, with twenty men, was detached by the captain and sent in pursuit of the
Indians. After three days' march they came upon a village of twenty-one lodges
of Cheyenne Indians, on Bijou creek, about seventy-five miles hom the place of
the robbery, under a chief called Red Horse.
They denied having committed the robbery, but referred to another band
under a chief called Buffalo or Long Chief, who were further up the creek, as
the guilty party.
·
Lieutenant Hawkins, for want of forage to proceed, did not go any further in
pursuit. 'rhe following extract from his report shows the feeling of the Indians
at that time: "The Indians talk very bitterly of the white;:;-say trey have
stolen their ponies and abused their women, taken their hunting grounds, and
that they expected that they would have to fight for their rights."
About this time numerous reports came to me verbally that the Indians had
been warning settlP.rs in that neighborhood to leave the country, as it belonged
to them, and they were determined to have it, if they had to fight for it.
1\'[;-~jor John Laree, United States Indian agent for the Upper Platte agency,
who has had the care of a portion of the Arapahoes and Cheyenne Indians, also
came to my office in person, and represented that there was imminent danger of
an Indian war on account of the dissatisfaction of a portion of these tribes with
the treaty of Fort \Vise, (1861.) He also reported that negotiations were goi11g
on between these tribes and the Sioux Indians, having in view a combination
for hostilities af!,'ainst the whites.
I also learned from a party of Arapahoe Indians, who visited my office about
the time, that a council of Sioux, Arapahoes and Cheyenne Indians had been
held, to discuss the matter of war. I subsequently learned from them that
about the first of :M:ay, on a stream called Horse creek, which is about one
hundred miles north of this place, another anJ. a large council was to be held.
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The war chief of this band told me that rn1.ny of the Indians were in favor
of a wnr to drive the whites off their lands, but protested that he ·was opposed
to it himself. Under these circumstances, the public became much alar.ned,
andrrrorts of hostile demonstrations by the Indians came from vnrions quarters of the country. On the lOth of April I addrePsed a letter to the department, and sent it by l\Iajor Loree, that he might represent the facts in person,
recommending a treaty council, for the purpose of reconcHing the Indialhi, and
to make an effort to securr their settlement upon their reservation on the Arkansas river.
During the absence of l\Iajor Loree at Washington, I sent for the chief~ of
a large village of Arapahoe Indians, then camped about seventy-five miles
north of this place, and advised them of the course I had takrn for the adjustment of their difficulties, which seemed to please them, and at the same time I
gave them distinctly VJ understand that if thry went to war with the whites
it wonlc1 he a war of extermination to them.
'rhey promised to inform the Indians generally of the dis position of the
govcr111nent to deal fairly by them, as well as of the danger and terrible consequences of a war.
'11 he prompt re::;ponse of the department to my application for a commission
to hold a council, with instructions directing the same, at once seemed to quiet
all apprehensions of danger, and up to the present time the northern bands of
these tribes have been quiet, and have been loud in their protestations against
any intention of going to war.
In the latter part of June a party of prospectors in the l\Iiddle park were
robbed of their horses and provisions by some Utah Indiaus, who warned them
to leave the country. A number of othe1 ,_ 1rties west of the Snowy ridge
were also warned to leave the country by parties of this tribe.
:Major "\Vhitelcy, United States Indian agent for the Uintah and Grand river
bunch of Utah Indians, was directed to meet them if possible, and started with his
inter}lreter for the purpose of a friendly council. But the Indians bad left
before his arrival at the place selected in the Middle park for the location of
his agency.
About the first of July a party of Utah Indians, supposed to be the same
as those referred to as having committed depredations in the Middle park, were
reported to have stolen a lot of horses from a citizen near Fort Halleck, and to
have t'tolen stock, and committed other depredations on the property of the
overland stage line in that neighborhooll. A party of soldiers went in pursuit,
from Fort Halleck, and coming upon the Indians with the stolen horses, demanded that they should be· gi "·en up; this the Indians refrrsed to do, claiming
them as legitimatr booty from the Sioux Indians, when a battle ensued, in
which the soldiers were repulsed, with the loss of one killed and four wounded,
and the Indians made their escape with their stolen property.
An expedition of stronger force was immediately sent out by the di::>trict
commander, under :Major "\Vynkoop, to overtake and chastise the Indians, but
they made such rapid flight over their rugged mountain trail that he was obliged,
after a bard campaign, to give up the pursuit. '.rhese Indiaus were subsequently
found to be a party of the Tabequache band of Utah Indians, belonging to
the agency of :Major Lafayette Head, of the Conejos agency, to whom they
reported the f,tcts, but claimed that the horses were taken fi·om the Sioux In·h ans, with whom they were at war, and complained bitterly of the interference
of the soldier~.
'11hey set aLout making a combination with other bands of Utah Indians for
the purpose of going to war with the ·whites; this plan was opportunely counteracted by the urgent protestations of the chiefs and headmen who had but
recc11 tly returned from their visit to "'\V ashiugton, who told their brethren that
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the government had enough soldiers to surround their whole immense mountain
country, and closing in upon them, to wipe them from the face of the earth.
The timely action of the department in causing these hitherto uninformed
Indians to become conversant with the power of the government, by their deputation to Washington last spring, has had much influence in arresting one of
the most troublesome and expensive Indian wars in which we could be engaged.
The announcement to them at this time of the appointment of a commission
to hold a treaty council with them doubtless had much to do also in averting
the dangers of a war.
In August, and on the eve of the proposed council, on the Republican, a
Cheyenne Indian was. shot by the guard at Fort Larned, in Kansas, which produced a p·eat excitement among the Indians, and quite an alarm at that military
post. But by 'the active vigilance and judicious management of Major S. G.
Colley, United States Indian agent for the Upper Arkansas, the enraged chiefs
and headmen of the tribe were immediately assembled in council, and a complete
pacification was effi;cted, although the circumstance doubtless had much to do
in preventing said Indians from .attending the treaty council.
Other disturbances of minor importance occurred, and depredations upon
settlers and emigrants were made, increasing the uneasiness of the public mind,
and causing individual suffering, but their recital would become tedious.
TREATY COUNCIL WITH ARAPAHOES AND CHEYENNES.

-r

'.rhe commission, consisting of Majors Loree and Colley, with myself, appointed to treat with the bands of the Arapahoe and Cheyenne Indians, not pai·ties
to the treaty of Fort Wise, (1861,) immediately upon the arrival of Major
Loree with the instructions from the department, on the 28th of June, consulted
with Elbridge Gerry, one of the most reputable and reli~ble Indian traders in
the country, who was said to be more influential with said Indians than any
other white man in the country, and agreed to employ him and Antoine Janise, another trader of influence, to visit the bands, which were scattered from
the headwaters of the Republican to the source of the Yellowstone, while
Major Colley, of the commission, assumed the duty .of collecting those of them
that might be on the Arkansas river.
Mr. Gerry set out in search of the Indians on the headwaters of the Republican, and after a long journey came upon a large band of them on one of the
northern branches of the Smoky Hill fork of the Kansas river. He secured
their promise to attencl the council, and reported to the commission the fact.
The report of J\fr. GelTy sets foTth so many facts in regard to the effort to get
the Indians together, and the cause of its failure, with information concerning
the disposition of the Indians, that I forward a copy heTewith (mm·ked B.~
Major Colley, after sending his interpreter, John Smith, esq., visited several
bands of these tribes in person and urged their attendance, but without success. He found, far down the Arkansas, near Fort Larned, some of the bands
who were not represented in the negotiation of the treaty of FoTt Wise, and
who have at times frequented the Upper Platte country.
The accompanying copy of a letter from Major Colley (marked C) shows
the reasons why he did not attend the proposed council, though they were not
sufficient to prevent the other members of the council from going, as several
other bands of their Indians had been notified to go, and several of them had
promised and were expected to attend, and preparatio11s were all made and on
the way when the letter was received at this office.
Antoine Janis, who had been deputed to go to Powder river, the head of the
Yellowstone, to visit a band of Cheyennes, was taken sick on the way, and
sent another person in his stead, who was expected to return to the head of
the Republican with a deputation. As no report has yet been made of his
effort, nothing further can be stated in relation thereto.
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l\iajor Loree secured the asEtent of the chieft:> of some band~ of Arapahoe and
Cheyenne Indi:tns, who viRited hir> agency in August for the receipt of their
annual presents, not only to attend the ~ouncil, but they executed a contract
with him, a copy of which (marked D) is herewith forwarded. 'rhis contract,
though not in proper treaty form, securrs in e:fiect an assent of theE~e bands to
the treaty of :Fort vVise, which are all of these tribes, with the excepiion of
the b'lncl referred to on Powder river, that have remained in the Upper Platte
country this season.
With suitable preparations l\Iajor Loree and two of the commtsswn proceeded to the treaty grounds, accompanied by a Cheyenne chief who had
signed the contract refered to, meeting on their way some small bands of
Cheyennes, :who reported that their chiefs would be at the council.
All of the other parties to said contract failed to attend, and the report of
:\fr. GPrry tells the cause of failure on the part of the main body of the
Cheyennes.
In accordance with the additional instructions of the Secretary of the Interior, receiveu on the eve of departure for the council, we clrafteu an agree·
ment, to be signed by the bands now north of the South Platte river, and
:Major Loree, on behalf of the commission, has been charged with the duty of
securing the signatures of the Indians to it, with reasonable success.
This will accomplish the design of the commission in securing the general
written assent to a ::;ettlement of these Indians on their reservation on the
Arkansas river, and an undoubted cession of tbeir claims to all other parts of
th<> country.
T'he eftort to secure this council has satisfied me that these tribes are entirely
nomadic in their character, as are also the other tribes on the plains in my
superintendency. 1'hey wander to and fro over a district of country a thousand miles in extent, from northwest to southeast, and from the base of the
Rocky mountains to the settlements on the western frontier of Kansas and
Nebraska.
The Sioux, Kiowas, Comanches and Apaches, with whom they are on friendly
terms, frequent portions of the .same hunting grounds in common with them;
hence the ownership of any particular part of the country by these tribes is a
di:fficnlt anu troublesome question of settlement, excepting as it may have been
assigneJ. to them by the government. The only mode by which even those
who have signed the treaty can be induced to settle on their reservation is to
makQ Lhe necessary provision for the comfortable subsistence of those who are
di~posed to do so, and await the grauual influence of their example to induce
othe1 s to come.
TREATY COUNCIL WITH THE UTAIJS.

In pursuance of instructions from the dermrtment, directions were given to
the agents of the ~everal bands of Utah Indians in my superintendency to
secure delegations to attend a council at the Conejos agency on the 1st of Octobrl' ins taut. SnpcrintendCiit Steck, of New 1\Iexico, was also requested to
sccur0 dr~legates fi·om the Lands of the same tribe under his supervision.
At the time appointed :McssrB. Steck, vVhiteley and Head, who were associated with me in the commisr>ion, and Ron. John L. Nicolay, as secretary,
whose valuable seiTices in effecting the treaty deserve special mention, met
with me at Conejos. 'rhe T\1bequache band of Utah Indians were there in
full force, the active agency of 1\iajor Head, through the chiefs of his band who
visiteu Washington last spring, having secured the result. There were also present
deputations of chiefs from the Caporte and We-mau-uche bands, accompanied by
their agents, Messrs. l\:lausenaries and Murcuse. The l\fequache band declined
to meet the commission on account of a recent attack upon them by the
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·Cheyennes. The Grand river aml Uintah bands were not found by themes.seng·er sent out by Major VVhiteley until it was too late for them to arrive in
time for the council from their remote position, which was within about twentyfive miles of Spanish fork, in Utah Territory.
After a full conference with the agents of the bands represented, it was
found that the plan of settling the several bands of Utah Indians in the valley
<Of the San Juan river, as recommended in my letter to thG department, dated
March 4, 1863, referred to in the instructions given the eommissio11, was impracticable at this time.
First. Because the Caporte and W e-mau-uche bands, who claim said valley,
were opposed to the plan, uot being willing to give up their hunting groundtS
for the purpose.
Second. Because their agents represented that said bands were satisfied with
their liberal treatment by the government, and desired to enter into no treaty.
Third. Because it was doubted by some if that valley was large enough to
answer the purpose of so €Xtensive a settlement.
Fourth. Because upon conference with the Indians it was found that they
would enterta,in no proposition for a treaty whatever that required them to
settle for the purpose of agriculture.
Under these circumstances, the commission reluctantly abandone(1 the idea of
effecting the arrangement contemplated in their instructions at present, not,
however, without entertaining the hope that it might be carried into effect at a
future day.
After much earnest effort a treaty of cession and amity was made ·with the
'I,abequache band, a copy of which has been forwarded by the secretary for
the consiJeration of the department.
The greatest difficulties experienced in securing the assent of th~ Indians to
the treaty were found in their fear of being compelled to quit the chase and
labor for a living, and in their reluctance to give up so larg·e a JJart of their
hunting ground. rrhey eYiclently entertained to a large extent the same sentiment with the Cheyenne chief, who, when it was proposed that his tribe should
settle on their reservation and live like the white people, answered that "they
were not reduced quite that low yet."
It will be observed, however, by the terms of the treaty that it makes one of
the most extensive and perhaps the most valuable cessions ever secured in a
single treaty from any tribe of Indians in the country. It includes all of the
settled portions of the mountains and of the San Louis valley, and also most of
the valuable mines yet discovered in the Territory, as well as secures the
privilege of mining on any part of their lands reserved from the cession.
It will be seen also that a provision is made by which the Secretary of the
Interior mn,y provide for such of them as may be disposed to settle for purposes
of grazing and agriculture.
It is hoped that the ratification of the treaty by the Senate, and its approval
Ly the President, may be secured at an early day, and that the necessary appropriations may be made for carryi11g out its, provi::;ions.
One of the most troublesome features of our treaty arrangements with Indian
tribes being delay in putting their provisions into effect, which causes restlessness and dissatisfaction among the Indians, who but inclifferently understand
their causes.
After signing the treaty, I selected seven of the most friendly chiefs for the
purpose, to whom lVIr. Nicolay, private secretary to the President, in his behalf,
with solemn injunctions to observe perpetual friendship to the government, presen ted to them the silver medals sent 'out for the purpose by lVInjor Head. The
same chiefs were also given certificates of authority over their landt:;.
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RESERVATION.

Owing to the tlifficulty with these Indianrt as to tlw trP<lty of Fort; vVise,
(1 61,) and the incessant labors of )l<~or Collry, tlwir :1gent, in keeping the
various tribes under bi8 care quiet, preparntions for their settlPrnent on the reservation have progre::::H'c1 but ~lowly. I learn, howeYcr, incidentally, that the
suneys have bE'en completed, and that a contract will soon be made for the
construction of a ditch for the purpose of irrigating their arable lands on the
bank~ of the Arkansas. It may-be reasonably hoped that when suitable preparations for their subsistence by agriculture and grazing are made, these tribes
will gradually cease their roaming, and become permanently settled, as was
contemplated by the provisions of the treaty.
In this connexion I would call the attention of tht• department to the danger
that may arise-that the water of the Arkansas river, at the reservation, may
fHil during dry seasons, from the extensive irrigation of lands higher up on the
stream. At present there would seem to be but little danger of this, but some
law should be enacted that would guard against it in future, that the provisions
made by the government for the Indians shall not fail even during a very dry
season.
C.ADDOE

I~DIANS.

The settle:dtent of the Caddoe Indians, who, on account of their loyalty to
the government, were driven from their comfortable houses in Texas, last autumn,
on the opposite side of the Arkansas river from the Arapahoe and Cheyenne
reservation, will have a salutary influence on the last-named tribes. The good
character of these Indians, as represented to me by Agent Colley, and their
habits of industry and subsistence by agriculture, may be an example to their
less civilized neighbors of great value in bringing them to appreciate the benefits
of settlement and a civilized mode of life.
UPPER ARKANSAS AGENCY.

'rhe great numbers of the Indians u,nder the care of this agency, and their
division into various tribrs and bandD, suggest the propriety of the establishment
of one or more additional agencim; for the Indians now under it;:; care.
The present Pfficient ~1gent is charged with the rare of the Arapahoe and
Cheyenne Inclian1'1, and also the Caclcloes, who are to be settl8d ncar together,
and arc sufficiently numerous to take all of his time and attention, especially in
view of the extensive improvcru'~nts requil'ccl for them. But in addition to these,
he has the care of the Kiowas, Comanches, and a band of Apache Indians, who
frequent the region of the plains south and cast of his agency, and receive their
presents at },ort Larned, in Kansas, two hundred and fifty miles distant from
the agency, making the labor and inconvenience of attending to them very great.
I would therefore recommend that an agency for the Kiowa, Comanche, and
Apache Indians be established at or near },ort Larned, and that Agent Colley
be allowed such assistance, in the care of the first-mentioned tribes, as would
enable him to attend to their wants and supervise their settlements, and the
erection of improvements for them to the best advantage to the Indians and the
government.
GRAND RIVER AND UINTAI-1 (UTAH) AGENCY.

A::; early. as it was practicable to cross the Snowy range with a military force
for his protection, Agent \Vhiteley was directed to establish his ag·ency, in camp,
at the hot Sulphur Springs, in the Middle park, the reported hostile demonstrations
of the Indians in that part of the Territory rendering it unsafe for him to go
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unprotected. Before he had procured an interview with his Indiam, your instructions arrived for holding the treaty council with the different bands of the
Utah tribe. I directed him, if possible, to find them, and secme a delegation to
the council. He immediately fitted out Mr. Curtis; his interpreter, to go in
pursuit, who f01~nd them in Utah 'l'erritory, near the Spanish ]j'ork agency, but
too late for them to reach the place appointed for the council in time for the
treaty. :Mr. Curtis reports that they claim a country divided by the west line
of this '.rerritory, so as to leave about one-third of it within its limits. The
Indians seemed pleased with the establishment of the new agency, and promised
Mr. Curtis to meet the agent early in the spring. Mr. Curtis also reports that a
part of these bands have been in the habit of receiving· presents at the Spanish
Fork agency, in the Utah sup01:intendency.
On the lOth of las-t month it became necessary, on account of the difficulty
of transporting subsistence across the Snowy range, for the commander of the
district to withdraw the troops from the Middle park. At this time, too, Agent
Whiteley was required, by being on the commission to hold the treaty with the
Utah Indians, to leave his agency. Since his return it has been, and untilnext
spring will be, impracticable for him to return to his agency, on acc~mnt of the
Snowy mountain barriers interposed, and the want of protection and conveniences
for.remaining there. I did not deem it expedient to incur the expense of buildings for his agency until the completion of the road, now in process of construction, across the mountains to the Middle park, which, it is hoped, will be
completed early next spring.
Agent Whiteley's report, marked E, is herewith forwarJed.
J n conclusion, I may remark that the great labor of the Indian service in my
superintendency the past year has causec1 its duties, at times, to come in conflict
with those of the executive department of tlie 'l'erritory; bnt as there now
seems to be ·a better feeling among· all our Indian tribes, with the efficient cooperation of the several agents, to whose faithfulness and efficiency it is but due
them that I bear this testimony, I feel confident that no such conflict need be
apprehended in the future. .All of which is respectfully submitted.
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

JOHN EV.ANS, ·
Go,vernor Colorado TerritoTy and Ex-officio Superintendent Indian Affairs.
Hon. WILLIAM P. DoLE,
Commissioner Indian Affairs.
No. 51.
DECEMBER 31, 1863.
I am informed by H. M. Vaile, esq ., of the firm of Catterel, Vicerdy
& Co., contractors for transportation of the United States mail, through Colonel
J. M. Chivington, that the Cheyenne Indians have been destroying their
stations, burning hay, and driving their men away, and I have requested Colonel
Chivington, commanding this district, to place a force of cavalry to protect the
line against depredations hereafter; also, that the commander of said force be
directed to confer with you as to the course to be pursued towards the Indians
in the premises. I am fully convinced that the public safety requires that
depredations and personal violence, on the part of the Indians, should be punished. You will therefore have nrrested, if possible·, and confined until tlH·y
have a proper trial, the parties who have committed the depredations complained
·
of, and such as may hereafter be guilty of offences of the kind.
In case of a failure on your part, with the aid of troops, who will render you
prompt assistance, to make arrests, you may make a demand upon the chiefs of
the tribes for the delivery of the guilty parties for the purpose of triaL You
will also notify the Indians that such depredations wi11 not be tolerated hereDEAR ~JR:
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after; that I shall resort to the most summary meanR of having them arrested
and punished, and that the soldiers, in large force, will be marched against them,
under a declaration of war, in case of a resistance to the authority of the United
States. Yon will notify those who are under treaty stipulations that the damage
they do to property will be charged against their tribes, and retained out of
their annuitiet:~. Relying upon your judgment and discretion,
I have the honor to be your obedient servant,
JOHN EVANS,
Gorernor Colorado Territory and Ex-officw Sztpe1·intendent LuZian AJf'ai1·s.
:Major S. G. CoLLEY,
United States Indian Agent, Upper Arkansas Agency.
No. 52.

To tlte commzsswners to tTeat with tlze northern bands rif tlze Arapalwe and
CllCyenne Indians :
GENTLEMEN: In pursuance of your instructions and my agreement, I went
out on my mission as special agent to collect the northern bauds of the Arapahoe and Cheyenne Indians in council, at what I regarded and advised you as
being tho only feasible point for assembling· them together, that is, at the upper
grove on the Arickaree fork of the Republican ~iver. I left home on the 29th
day of July last, taking with me the goods and provisions furnished by you for
presents to said Indians, in a four-mule team, with Edward Gansee as driver,
to accompany me, and a horse for scouting on the way through parts of the
country I might traverse where the team could not go.
Agreeab1y.to the best information I could gather from all~sources, these Indians
were at that time mostly on their buffalo hunts, on the headwaters of the Kansas
1·iver, and I went in pursuit of them, travelling to and from a. distance of six
hundred miles in the pursuit over the plains hefore finding them.
I found only part of these bands, numbering one hundred and fifty lodges, on the
head of the Smoky Hill fork. 'fhey were all Cheyennes, and the bands which have
bee.n generally regn.rdod as the most hostile to the treaty of Fort Vlise. They
were in fine success on the buffalo chaRe, ancl little disposed to· listen to any
proposition for an abandonment of that mode of life, asserting that they did not
think the buffalo would ever become scarce. However, by kindness and persuasion, and such arrangements as you directed me to Jay before them, I obtained
a positive assurance that their chiefs and headmen, as delegates, should meet
you in the proposed council, and hear what you might have to urge in favor of
a treaty.
Having agreed to meet the commission at .Julesburg· on the 29th of Septem• ber to report my success and conduct you to the treaty ground, I left with the
agreement that I would join the Indian deputation on Beaver creek, some fifty
miles south of said gronm1s, to accompany them to the council.
.
In pursuance of this plan, which I deemed of absolute necessity to secure
their attendance, I returned and crmducted you to the junction of the Arickaree
and Cherry forks of the Republican, where we met a band of four lodges of
Cheyenne Indians, who informed me that a delegation from the body of the
Cheyennes to which I have referred were on their way to the council.
On the 6th I left your party, expecting on the third day thereafter to rejoin
yon on the treaty grounds, in eompany with Paid Indians. I proceeded to the
Beavrr creek, the place where the delegation promised to meet me, arriving there
the next morning about ten o'clock, but found no Indians had been there.
I then travelled down Beaver creek, twenty-five miles, supposing they might
have struck the creek below, but finding no evidence of their having been there,
I returned to the place appointed for meeting them.
On the next morning, fearing they might still be on their way to meet me, I
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took the course towards t~e place where I had left them at their village. I pursued the course until I arrived at their cnmp, confident still that, when I met
them, their delegation would carry out their promise to attend the council. rrheir
numbers had been increased by the arrival of other bands until they numbered
two hunch·ed and forty lodges.
I called the chiefs together to arrange for our journey to the treaty grounds
appointed. rrhe chiefs nttending this conference were: Bull, Bear, Crooked
Neck, Little Robe, Tall Bull, vVhite Horse, Long Chill, 1'he rl'wo \Volves, SittiQg Bear, and \,Yhite Antelope, with several others.
'l'hey then informed me that they could not come to the council, because their
children were dying so fast with whooping cough and diarrhma, thirty-five of
them having died during the time I had been absent. They said they would
be glad to see the commissioners, that they desired to maintain friendly relation~
with the whites, but that they would not make any treaty to cede any of their
lands until the whole nation north and south were called together to see and
hear for themselves. They would be glad to have the commissioners for the
Great Father come and see them at their village at any time, but would not
make any treaty that required them to sigu it. rrhey said that the treaty of
Fort Wise was a swindle; that they who signed it did not understand it. White
Antelope told me that he never signed the treaty, and they all said that Block
Kettle, who was in the village but not present, denied having signell it. 'l'he
killing of an Indian of their tribe by a soldier at•.Fort Larned was urged as an
objection to a treaty. They said that the white man's hands were dripping
with their blood, and now he calls them to make a treaty ; although they acknowledged that 1\fajor Colley had fully satisfied -them in regard to it.
They said the buffalo would last a hundred years yet, and that they did not
want to leave their hunting grounds, at;d would not.
They claim that the headwaters of the Republican and Smoky Hill forks
of the Kansas river have not been sold, and that they will not relinquish it.
They will not go to the Arkansas, because there is no game there, aml they
do not want to quit the chase.
I tolcl them that the white people would build a railroad through the countryr
and they could not stop it.
11 hey P.aid. they did not care, 80 that they Jicl not settle along it-this they
would not allow.
rrhey' said they did not belong to any other country than the head of the
Republican and Smoky llill. 'l'hey admitted that the whites had taken the
country on the South Platte, ancl they did not expect to recover it.
They said a party of them h;ul been up on the North Platte, last winter, to
hunt, but they had a hard time, and they would not go up there ag·ain.
'l'he leader of the band, Bull-Bear, upon my urgent solicitation, agreed to
accompany me if the others would con:-tent; Lut they held a council over the
que::;tiou, and peremptorily forbid it, so I returned to your camp, on the ground
·
·
appointed for the council.
While I deeply regret the failure, I am yet satis~ed that no better place
could have been selected for securing their attendance.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
ELBRIDGE GERRY.
DENVER, C. L., September 22, 1863.

REPORT OF THE

SECRETARY 0]' 'fHE INTERIOR.

249

No. 53.
FoRT Lvo~, August 22, 1863.
SIR : I wrote you by last week's mail, on my arrival here from Fort
Larned, that it would be impossible to get the Indians to mert on the Republican the 1st of September.
Yours of the 18th, which I received this morning, says nothing about the
receipt of my letter. Fearing that you will go to the Republican, I send an express to inform you that the Cheyennes and Chippewas utterly refuse to go to
the Res Forks; the reasons that they give are, that they are making their lodges,
that their horses are poor, and that from where they are it is impossible for them
to go for want of water.
rrhey say, when they come up here for their goods they would like to have
a talk. rrhe northern Arrapahoes are mostly here. I had a council with
the headmen a few days since; they do not appear to have any definite plan. •
I am more convinced than ever, that they are one and the same Indians. I do
not know what to do with them. They are poor and hungry. I have given
them something, and got for them what I could of the commanding officers, but
it is beg, beg, all of the time.
I do not think it will be of any use to go to the Republican at present.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
S. G. COLLEY,
Uniterl States Indian Agent.
Governor EvANS.
P. S.-Answer by return.
D~<:AR

No. 54.
\V c, the undersigned, chiefs and principal men of the Cheyenne and Arrapahoe Indian~ of the Upper Platte agency, agree that we will abide by any treaty
that has been or may be made by our people with the United States, as we have
due notice of the pending treaty by our agent, J olm Loree; and iu consideration
of the above agreement, we have our annuities distributecl to us. All above
has ueeu duly explained, and in witness thereof we append our signatures or
marks.

.,

hi"

BLACK

x

BIDAR,

I

mark.
his

ROl\fAN

x

~Arapahoes.

NOSE,

mark.
his
l!'RIDAY, X
mark.

1

SPOTTED his
X HORSE,
1~ark.

1

Cheyennes

lus

SHIELD,m~rk.
Witness:
SAMUEL SMITH,

Clerk.

Jnms BoRDEAN.

.)
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We, the interpreters of the Upper Platte agency, for the Sioux, Cheyennes,
and Arapahoes, certify that the above was fully explained, and that they have
made their signatures or marks in our presence.
JACOB HENNAN,
Clwyenne and A1·apalwe Interpreter.
SEPROY JOTT,
.Sioux Interpreter.
AuGUST 19, 1863.
I, John Loree, United States Indian agent for the Upper Platte agency, and
commissioner to treat with the Arapahoe and Cheyenne Indians of said agency,
do hereby certify, that upon a full explanation of the nature of my instructions,
not to deliver their annuity goods to them until after the time appointed for the
council with them, being made to the chiefs and headmen, whose names are hereto
appended, they made this agreement to abide by the treaty of Fort Wise and
a1;1y modifications thereof, or new treaty, that might be made at the council
appointed for the 1st day of September, instant, on behalf of their respective
bands, and by their authority.
JOHN LOREE,
United States Indian Agent.
UPPER PLATTE AGENCY, August 19, 1863.

No. 55.
THE MIDDLE PARK INDIAN AGENCY, CoLORADo TERRITORY,
·
Denver, October 20, 1863.
SIR: I respectfully submit the following reporc: On the 27th day of December
last, I was commissioned by the President of the United States as agent to the
Grand River and Uintah bands of Utah Indians, the agency having been established by act of Congress some months previously. In pursuance of instructions
of Hon. William P. Dole, Commissioner of Indian Affairs, on the 9th of April I
reported to you,
I exp~rienced no little difficulty in procuring the services of an interpreter;
but on the 9th day of June appointed Mr. U. M. Curtis, (who speaks the language of the Utahs very fluently,) which appointment was duly confirmed by
the Commissioner of Indian Affairs.
On the 24th day of June, in accordan!e with your instructions of that day,
I proceeded to the mountains near Lang's peak, where it was reported that a
large bnncl of U tab Indians was congregated to renew depredations upon th('}
settlers on tho Boulder and St. Vrain rivers; this I found to be a false alarm,
but my trip had the effect of quieting the fears of the people.
On the 11th clay of July, in pursuance of your written instructions of that
date, having made previous preparation for the trip, I proceeded, via Empire
City, to the Indian country, taking with me a few presents, and an Indian girl
who had, three years before, been captured by the Cheyennes from the bands to
whom I was sent. She had been sold to the ·Arapahoes, and was about to be
burned at the stake when rescued by Lieutenant Harding, commandant at Camp
Collins.
We crossed the Snowy range by the Basques pass without serious accident,
although two of our pack animals rolled some distance down the mountain side,
and seven hours were busily occupied in making one and a half miles of our
journey.
On the 18th of July I was overtaken by a special messenger from you, advis-
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ing me not to proceed fm:ther until joined by a military force: but after encamping several clay~ on Hamilton creek, in the Middle park, without sccin~ anything of them, I moved on to tho Gfand river, some twenty miles fnrtlwr, and
there awaited their coming, Aug·ust 12.
On the 14th of August, J\Ir. Curtis, accompanied by a guide and the Indian
girl, started out on an expedition in search of the Indians, who at that season
usually find their way into the :Middle park. On the second day out he struck
tho trail of an Indian party, and also that of a pursuing party of soldiers under
Major Wynkoop. 11 hinking it useless to follow, he returned to rriy camp on the
night of the 19th of August. A Denver newspaper having, by accident, reached
me, annou11cing the return of :Major Wynkoop and the object of hifl expedition,
Mr. Curtis started again on the morning of the 20th, with instructions to deliver
the girl to her people, when he found them and induce them to come to see
me, at the Gr.mcl Sulphur springs, if they could reach there before the llth of
September, otherwise to get them to the Conejos agency by October 1, so as to
be repres<'nted in the treaty.
·
Before leaving the l\Iiddle park, a number of gentlemen, among them Hon. J.
G. Nicolay, of Washington, volunteered to accompany me to the North park ;
but we found no evidence of Indians having been there for at least two months.
Upon my return from this expedition, (September 10,) I attended the treaty
convention at the Conejos agency, in the San Luis valley, having been appointed
one of the commissioner::; to treat with the U tabs.
I had no communication with J\Ir. Curtis until my return to thi::; city from the
Conejos, (he having returned meanwhile,) when he made a verbal report of his
trip, which I will, in the briefest manner, incorporate here. Having dismissed
his guide, he left the springs early on the morning of the 20th of August. He
left the Middle park at Gore's pass, then made southerly to the Grand river,
thence northwesterly to the Elk head and Vermillion rivers ; thence in irregular
lines, occasionally following old Indian trails, sometimes valleys of streams, and
one half-day his path lay in the bed of a swift, running creek. West of Green
river he struck a good trail, which he fo1lowed until he found the Indians encamped within about twenty-five miles of the Spanish Fork agency, in Utah
'l'erritory, whence they had goue to trade and visit their friends, who obtain
presc:nts at that agency. He was received with all the honors peculiar to the
people. He ha(l been acquainted ·with them yrar8 before, and from them had
leamed their language. It took him some time, however, to persuade them to
return with him; and then, after sc:veral days' travel, they declined going fur
thcr, giving as an excuse that their poniPs were worn out, but that they would
be glad to have me go to see them. As an evidence of their friend 'hip, oue of
the chiefs sent his son to thank me for the return of the captive girl.
The country claimed by these Indians is bounded on the east by the Mountain nmge west of the Middle and North parks, on the north by a line commencing on that ra.ng·c, and running west to the hendwaters of the Cochapa and
Vermillion rivers, thence southwesterly, (lcn,ving Fort Bridger to the 1i.orth,) to
the 112° of longitude, thence south to the 380 of latitude, thence east to the
Green and Grand rivers, thence up the Grand to the point where it flows out of
the :Middle park.
By reference to the map, it will be seen that but about one-third of the
country claimed by this band lies within this superintendency.
Mr. Curtis expresses astonishment at the wasted numbers of these bands.
Chief~ who, a few years before, led. hundreds of warrior;::, now do not havl as
many dozens. Disease lias almost destroyed. them. Some expressed a dt't:~ire
to plant. One has a small herd of cows, and l\Ir. Curtis thinks that if means
were deviscu to keep them from the influence of the :Mormons, but little
difficulty would be <>xpericnced with them, and ll large mi:\jority would adopt
the habits anu cu:stoms of the whites, so far as practicable. I luwe no doubt
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but that the murderous attacks upon the overland stages last spring were made
by parties of these bands: indeed they admitted as much to 1\Ir. Curtis.
l\Ir. Curtis says that the report of Special Agent Vaile, made to you last year
very correctly describes the country claimed by these bands; that he saw no
otl1er Indiam;, and that none other than these once proud, but now small bands,
occupy or hunt in it.
I shall try to get "Jacob" (the chief's son) back to his people speedily,
though it is possible that the snows of the last four days will make the experiment a dangerous one. He has been highly gratified by his visit here.
I regret that under my construction of the regulations of the department, I am
debarred fi·om making Mr. Curtis eompem:ation for his very arduous extra services at all adequate to their value, and the peculiar personal risks; few men
could have been induced to have done the work. I commend this matter through
you to the consideration of the Indian department at Washington. I beg leave
to submit these facts, without comment or suggestion.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
SIMEON WHITELEY,
U. S. Agent to the Grand River and Uinta!~ bands if Utah Indian.r;.
His }Jxcellency JOHN EvANS,
Gocernor and Ex-officio S~tpe1·intendent if Indian Affain.

No. 56.
FoRT LYoN, CoLORADO TERRITORY,
September 30, 1863.
Sm: In accordance with instructions, I herewith transmit my annual report
in regard to the Indians under my charge. As a general thing they have been
friendly and peaceable, and have shown no disposition to molest the whites or
the travelling public except a few of the Kiowas. Some of the young wfl,rriors
of that tribe are troublesome. The chiefs do not appear to have any control
over them. When small trains pass through· their camps, if they do not give
them what they require, they will take it by force.
'l'he Comanches and Apaches have behaved well. They say that they
made a, strong treaty with their Great :b"atber at Washington, and intend to hold
on to it. 'rhere were something over one hundred lodges present this fall at the
payment, which had never been on the Arkansas. These Comanches appeared friendly, and say that they shnll remain here. They were from Texas.
The Cheye1mes and Arapahoes on one side, and Utes on the other, are continually making raids against each other, and when out on the war path are
troublesome to the settlers on the upper Arkansas. It appears impossible to
prevent them fi·om warring on each other; jn fact it is part of their life, being
taught it fi·om infancy.
Last year, with the aid of the military, I succeeded in keeping back the
Arapahoes and Cheyennes: but the Utes came within a mile of thii'3 post, and
stole eighty horses from the Cheyennes and rnn them off, which gave them an
excuse for similar raids against the Utes.
The great trouble is, when out on expeditions against each other, they are
not very particular from whom they steal. The Arapahoes are now here after
their goods. Some of them appear anxious to settle down on their lands and live
like the whites, but it is impossible for them to remain here until something is
clone to support them.,
'l'here is not a buffalo within two hundred miles of the reservation, and but
little game of any kind. In fact, wilcl game is fast disappearing from the
ountry, and with it the Indians must go, m~less they become tillers of the oil.
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:Most of the depred~tions committed by them are from starvation. It iR hard to
make them nnderstam1 thn,t they have no right to t:1ke from them that lun·e,
when in a starving eonditirm. rrhere is eome danger tha the Sioux of the upper J\Iissouri will exert a bad influence on the lndinns of the plains. Th ere is
no doubt but runner::~ from those tribes are visiting tl1em with the war-pipe, for
the purpose of inducing them to joiu in a g eneral war again:-:t the whites.
The mules that wrrc purchased to transport tl1e Indian~ to vVashington I
still have on hand, with 1hc exception of one pair turned over to J\tnjor \Vhiteler
by order of Governo. Evans; I have more than is necessary for the use of the
agency. l would r<·commcnd that they be exch:n.gell for oxen, or some• disposition be mrtde of tlwm for the benefit of the lnd.i,ms.
The Caddo chiefs have been up to see the .location r;:elected for the111 Ly
Judge Wright and myself for their new homes. They are highly plrPscd wJth
the idea of having a home. They will remove h"1:l. ns sc,ou a"' we can pruYicle
them with subsistence. While they are engaged in m;lking or assisting in making their improvements, tlwy will be wholly dependent on the governmellt fnr
subsistence. I wonld recommend that you takr c;uly action in renderin g them
such assistance as you have at your command. They are VP.ry destitute of clothing
as wAll as provisions. 'l_1hey are worthy Indians, P.. nd I have no doubt they will
do all 1hey arc able to, to rustain themselves.
'l_1housands and thoU!;;auds of buffalo are killed by hunters during the summers and fa,ll. merely for their hides and tallow, to the displeasure and injury
()f the Inlli:mr. If possible, rome means should be adopted to prevent it.
All of which is rcsp<>ctfully submitted, by your obedient servant,
S. G. COLLEY,
United States lttdian Agent, Upper Arkansas.
Hon. vVILLL\l\1 P. DCJ.LB,
Commissioner qf Indian Ajfrti?·s.

No. 51.
FonT LARNED, Janum·y 25, 1S63.
Sm : I arrived at this place about a week since, to hold council with the
lndi:ms unller my charge in regard to their visit to vVashington.
Upon first receiving- the order, I sent John Smith, my interpreter, into this
part of the country, with orders to use every exertion to get the Indians together.
He found the most of them on the tributaries of the Arkansas river, engnged
in hunting buffalo. 'fhey are very much pleased with the idea of going to see
their Great Father. After fully explaining to the Cheyennes and Arapahoes the
conditions upon which they would be permitted to send a delegation, they were
willing and anxious to do so. It has and will yet take some time to get them
all together, or rather to find them all, as a greater part of the Comanches are
some t\\'O hundred miles south of tho Arkansas river.
I am in hope.: of being able to start from this· place as soon as tho first
of l\farch. 'l'o-day I received a vii3it from twenty-six Indians, representing
themselves to be the leading men of the following named trib es : 'I'he
Caddoes and Ilinics, the Shawnees, and the southern Comanches. rrhoy say
that they were located near Fort Cobb; that they have an agent by the 1wme·
of Leaper; that they were doing well where thf'y were; that they had farms
and houses; that their agent left them and joined the southern army; that they
were forced to either leave their homes and all their property or take up arms
against the government; so they packed up what few things they could and
started north with their families. '.rhPrc are about a thousand altogether. They
all come up to within about a hundred miles of this place, and sent their leaders
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on to make a treaty of peace with the Indians of my agency, and to ask per. mi~:;sion of them to remain in this part of the country until such time as they
may be able to go back to their O'.vn bnds. 'l'hey were very poor and destitute.
I assured them that the government was fdcndly to them, and that I had no
doubt but that the time would soon come when they would be safe in returning
to their own country; also that I wonlcl represent tl10ir case to their Great. l!"'ather.
The Indians of my agency received them ·with the greatest friendship. 'rheir
case excites my warmest sympathy, and I think some measure should be taken
to relieve their immediate wants.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

S. G. COLLEY,
Urn'ted States Indian Agent, Uppe'r A'r kansas
Hon. W. P. DoLE,
Commissioner

if

Indian .Affairs.

NQ. 58.
DEPARTMENT OF THE I~TERIOR,

Office if Indian Affairs, J.1iarch 30, 1863.
SIR: I have to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 25th January
last, in which you allude to a party of southern refugee Indians that have come
to your agency in a very destitute condition, and recommend that they have
assistance; and in reply, I have to inform you that a requisition has been issued
for five thousand dollars to be remitted to you, present, from the appropriation
for "colonizing, supporting, &c., the Wichitas and other affiliated bands," for
which you will be held to account, under your bond of October 23, 1861,, which
amount you will apply for the purchase of provisions, clothing, and such articles
as may be required to relieve the wants of the refugee Indians within your
agency.
As this office is not in possession of sufficient information respecting the
numbers and wants of these refugee Indians to give specific instructions as to
the amount necessary to be expended for them, you will apply only so much of
the amount remitted as shall be actually and indispensably necessary to relieve
their present wants, and retain the balance subject to the direction of this office.
V cry respectfully, your obedient servant,

W. P. DOLE,
Commissione1·.

G.

Esq.,
United States Indian Agent, present.

SAMUEL

CoLLEY,

No. 59
ExECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, CoLORADO 'l'ERRIToRY,

Dem:er, June 15, 1863.
SIR: I am just informed by returning soldiers, and the commander of
this district, from the Caeh a la Pondre, that a large party of the Arapahoe
Indians, under Friday, and many "\Vhips, chiefs, arc camped upon that stream.
'l'hey say the Sioux, with whom they have been in council, intend to fight,
but that they (the Arapahoes) refused a proposition to join them. 'l1hey said
they would be in to see me in a few days; but the red tent of the chief, and a
much longer than usual absence from the settlements of these Indians, makes
the matter look doubtful.
I shall use every exertion to keep them quiet, and, if supported in the matter
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of a distribution of the comforts of life to them from their own annuitie::~, feel
confident of success, unless they may have gone too far already.
I send special notice of a treaty by the first opportunity, so as to prevent
them from committing themselves until they hear. Will keep you adYised.
Your obedient servant,
JOHN EVANS,
Governor and Ex-officio Superintendent.
Hon. WILLIAM P. DoLE.

No. 60.
COLORADO

SUPERINTEXDE~CY

OF INDIAN AFFAIRS,
Denver, June 30, 1863.
Sm: In regard to agency to the Grand River and Uintah bands of Indians, I have to report that Simeon "'W hiteley, duly commissioned as agent, reported to me for duty on the 9th of April last. Owing to the disturbances on
the line of the overland stage company, I have as yet been unable to secure the
establishment of a military post near the proposed site of the agency, as contemplated in my letter to you of the 13th of May last, and have therefore temporarily withheld my instructions to llim, but I am in hopes that I shall not
have to retain him much longer.
He reports to me that he has employed as interpreter Mr. Uriah 111. Curtis,
at a salary of five hundred dollars per annum. In view of the fact that he
experienced great difficulty in securing one at any sum, and Mr. Ourti::l having·
in conversations with the Utes now here, on their return from Washington,
proved his capacity for the position, I respectfully recommend that the appointment may be approved by the department.
I am now in hopes that we shall very soon be in communication with these
people, who occupy the beautiful and fertile regions which bound, on the west
and north, the most flourishing and: populous mining settlements of Colorado,
and only divided therefrom by the Snowy range.
\Vhether any of the Indians comprised in these bands have been guilty of
the recent attacks upon the .coaches of the overland stage company, we are not
yet able to detrrmine with absolute certainty, though I have positive evidence of
the robbery of a party of prospecters who had. ventured into the North park,
reference to which I made in my letter to you of the 24th instant. Publicity
being given to 1he latter outrage through the newspapers, occasioned great
alarm to the farmers ree.iding on the eastern base of the mountains. Reports of
large parties hovering about, ready to pounce upon them and repeat the outrages
of last year, were brought to me. Major Whiteley proceeded at once to the
designated rendezvous, but only to find that tlJ£ alarm was altogether groundless.
'!'rusting· that the obstacles to the establishment of the agency and opening
intercourse with these Indians will speedily be removed, and"'relying upon the
energy and judgment of Major Whiteley, I hope to be able to report much progress in my next report.
It may be well to add, that it is not proposed to open a farm at the agency at
present.
I have the honor to be your obedient servant,
JOHN EVANS,
Governo'r and Ex·o.!ficio Sup't Indian Affairs, Col01·ado Territm·y.
Hon. WILLIAM P. DoLE,
Commissioner of Indian Affairs .

•
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No. 61.
FoRT LYol\', CoLORADO, June 30, 1863.
On my return from \Vashington I found the Caddoe and other tribe::; of
refugee Indians under my charge encamped at the mouth of \Valnut creel~,
about thirty miles sonth of .Fort Larned.
'.rhey had selected a beautiful grove for their encampment, built them::;clves
huts thatched with grass, dug wells, &c., and wrre anxiously waiting the arrival of their gooda and provisions.
They were destitute of both clothing and provisions, having been robbed of
everything by the rebels before leaving Texas; and had it not been for the
abundance of buffalo, many must have died from starvation. '.rheir goou::;
and proYisions, purchased by me under your instructions, ardved on the 13th of
this month, and were immediately distributed among them.
They seemed
highly delighted and perfectly satisfied, and "\Vished me to inform their Great
Father at Washington that they would always remain loyal to the government
of the United States.
'J1hey vv·ere very anxious to know when the 4th of July arrived, that they
might celebrate it a;: they had been accustomed to in their own country. They
number about 450 persons, equally divided among the men, women, and children,
about 150 each. 'rhey represent that some 300 more are about to leave 'l'exas
to join them; about 15 arrived at their camp the day before I arrived there.
TheEte represent the condition of tho:->r remaining behind as truly deplorable.
'l,heir horses, cattle, sheep, hog~. chickens, proviEtions, and. almost everything
else that they possessed, had been taken from them to feed the troops in the
rebel army.
They were obliged to leave home in the night and remain concealed during
the day, in order to make their escape.
They report that a large body of Texan troops were on the Canadian branch
of the Red river, moving northwest, and on Colonel Leavenworth asking them
if they woi1ld accompany him as scout~, Jacob, who accompanied me to W a. hington last winter, immediately volunteered aml promised to furnish as many
young men as the Colonel required.
They are much more reliable, quiet, and industrious, than any of the other
tribes under my charge, ancl it gives me great pleasure to be able to do something for them. As the season has so far advanced that they ca.nnot plant for
themselves-which they were anxious to do-it will be necef:lsary for the government to provide them with an additional amount of goods and proYisions
·
before winter set;;: in.
Should this meet the views of your department you will plea~c advise me,
and I will ascertain their wants, make an egtimate of the same, and forward it
to you.
Very respectfully, your obedient serYant,
S. G. COLLEY,
U. S. Indian Agent, Upper Arkansas.
Hon. WILLIAM P. DoLE,
Commissioner qf lndian 4/fairs, lVasltington, D. C.
SIR:

1

•

No. 62.
CoLORADO SuPERINTENDE~cv oF I~mAN . AFFAIRs,

Den1~er, July 15, 1863.
SIR : Herewith please fincl copy of instructions to Major \Vhiteley in reference
to disturbances among Indians, supposed to be those of his bands.
Since they were issued, reports of a reliable character had been received that
the Indians (supposed to be Utes) near Fort Halleck had robbed the overland
stage line of some stock, and a private citizen, by the name of J olm Richards, of
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something over two hundred head of horses. A. party of soldiers went in pursuit to recover the property, but were attacked by the Indians and forced to
return from the field. 'l'here are reported several soldiers and a large number
of Indians killed and wounded. A. large force of troops have been sent in pursuit
of the Indians, and I have but little doubt they will be overtaken and punished.
Will advise you as fast as news of the expedition comes in. I have also
written Major Head that he may try to keep the lower bands quiet.
I have the honor to be your obedient servant,

JOHN EVA.NS,
Governor and Ex-officio Superintendent.
Hon. WM. P. DoLE,
Commissioner of Indian Affairs.
No. 63.

CoLORADO

SuPERINTE~DENCY

oF INDIAN AFFAIRS,
Denver, July 11, 1863.
SIR : Hostile demonstrations are reported to have been made on the overland stage line near Fort Halleck by Indians said to be Utes, and I fear they
may be by those under your agency.
You will therefore proceed as expeditiously as possible to find and confer
with the bands of Indians of your agency, and ascertain, if possible, the facts
from them; assure them of your having been sent by the President to smoke
the pipe of peace and to cultivate friendly relations with them, and that the
soldiers will punish any depredations on the mail line in the most severe and
summary manner.
If they will maintain friendly relations you will live among them, and be for
them an advocate at W ashiogton and a friend at home; that you will make
them presents from time to time, and that the government you represent will,
in due time, buy of them and pay for the country they hthabit.
You are at liberty to accompany your proffers with presents as you may deem
expedient under the circumstances in which you may find them. You will, as soon
as you ascertain important facts, communicate them to me without delay.
I am your obedient servant,

JOHN EVANS,
Governor and Superintendent.
MAJOR SIMEON WHITELEY,
U. S. Agent, Grand River and Uintalt bands

of

Ute Indians.

No. 64.

DEPARTMENT OF THE IN'l'ERIOR,
Office of Ind~·an Affairs, August 14, 1863.
SIR: Availing of your presence you have been appointed, with the approbation of the Secretary of the Interior, a special agent for the purchase of goods
for the Caddo Indians, and you having accepted said appointment, and filed an
acceptable bond, in the penal sum of four thousand dollars, conditioned for the
faithful discharge of your duties as such special agent, measures have been taken to
place that amount in your hands for the purposes contemplated in your appointment.
Upon the reception of the money, you will immediately proceed to purchase
for the use of said Indians six yoke of oxen and one wagon, two large breaking ploughs, four small ploughs, two harrows, two dozen spades, two dozen
shovels, (best quality,) two dozen hoes, two dozen axes, one dozen hand rakes,
one dozen mattocks, one set of blacksmith's tools, and five hundred weight of
iron and steel, the whole of said purchases to be of such quality as, in your
17 I
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judgment, will be best adapted to the wants of the Indians and the service to
which they are to be applied.
You are also authorized, in your discretion, to purchase two scrapers, a limited
lot of carpenter's tools, and engage in the States a carpenter and blacksmith to
accompany you to the country indicated, while it is expected that the wages
promised to be paid them will be moderate, and that they will lend their personal aid and service to you in passing the outfit you are expected to purchase
into the country.
.
You are not limited to the purchase of the precise articles above. indicated,
the object being to provide the necessary and proper implements for the building of some cheap but substantial houses for the Indians, the construction of a
ditch for irrigation, and the opening of a portion of the land for agricultural
purposes.
From the money which will remain in your l1ands upon the completion of
the purchases above indicated, you will retain such a sum as will be sufficient
pay for your own services at the rate of compensation hereinafter indicated, and
your actual expenses, and the residue thereof you will expend in the purchase
of such provisions as the wants of said Indians may, in your judgment, demand.
Having completed your purchases, as above indicated, you will, by the shortest and cheapest practicable method, forward and deliver the same to the United
States Indian agent, Samuel G. Colley, esq., who will be instructed as to the
disposition to be made thereof.
Your compensation will be at the rate of five dollar5 per day for each day
you are actually engaged in the discharge of your duties, commencing with the
date of the filing and approval of your bond, and your actual expenses; of all
of which you are required to keep an accurate account, and forward the same
with a report of your proceedings herein, accompanied with vouchers in all
cases where it is practicable to obtain the same, and where not practicable certified to upon your honor.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
CHARLES E. MIX,
Acting Commissioner.
JoHN W. WRIGHT, Esq.,
Logansport, Indiana.

No. 65.
DEP ARTME~T OF THE INTERIOR,

Office qf lnd1:an Affairs, August 14, 1863.
SIR: Referring to my letter to you of the 11th ultimo, I have nCJw to inform
you that John W. Wright, esquire, has been appointed a special agent to purchase certain articles for the Caddo Indians, for which purpose measures have
been taken to place in his hands the sum of four thousand dollars. A copy of
his instructions is herewith transmitted for your information.
In view of the action of this office, above indicated, you are directed to select
a suitable location for these Indians south of the Arkansas river and east of the
Purgatory river, and lying along these rivers, if that point shall be found practicable; or at some point where at least five hundred acres of land suitable for
agricultural purposes, and that can be conveniently irrigated, may be found, having a special regard to the convenience of timber.
In view of the friendly character of these Indians and· their disposition to engage in agricultural pursuits, it is deemed important that the selection made
by you shall be as near as practicable to the Santa .Fe road, in order that they
may dispose of their surplus products to the emigrants passing along that route.
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This proceeding is advised because of the desire of the department to promote the welfare of the Caddoes, being persuaded that it would be gratifying to
them, and greatly for their interest in every respect. It is also believed that to
secure such valuable and important advantages to them they will be ambitious
to engage themselves in the labor necessary to be expended in preparing the
site you are to select for their new homes, so as to make the same comfortable
and agreeable to them. Mr. Wright will, on his way to your place, inform them
of the intentions of the government toward them; and if they shall prove to be
indifferent and unwilling to engage in the work proposed, then you will abandon
all efforts in their behalf, and you will hold the property he will turn over to you for
the benefit of the Cheyennes and Arapahoes. You will readily perceive that the
object of sending this property to you is to enable you the more expeditiously to
open the farms of the Indians, by making the necessary ditches for irrigation, and
preparing the land for cultivation, as well as constructing houses for them. r.rhe
department is most anxious that a beginning should be immediately madJ in that
direction, and particularly that it should be prosecuted with such energy and
economy as, by the success attained, the effort will be more than justified.
If the Caddoes zealously enter upon the scheme designed for their advantage, I
think that you had better engage the pro per su perin ten dence (if Mr. Wright engages
the mechanics mentioned in his instructions they should answer for a time) and
commence the construction of the ditches for the irrigation of their lands, ploughing, as soon as practible, as large a tract as your force will permit for their use.
The carpenters will also aid them about their houses as they, by their industry,
may be enabled to build. Much must necessarily be left to your discretion,
which will necessarily be controlled, to a great extent, by the manner in which
the Caddoes meet this attempt to improve their condition. Mr. Wright will
advise with you and assist in the location of the tract for their habitation. Your
efforts to carry out the purposes of the department will be duly appreciated.
As soon as sufficient has been done to enable the Caddoes to help themselves,
the team will be withdrawn from them, an estimate then placed upon its value,
and the same will be put on your property account as agent of the Cheyennes
and Arapahoes, for whom it is designed to open a considerable tract of land for
cultivation, erect an agency house and other suitable buildings, a school-house
or asylum for the children and aged, where they can be cared for and the children educated to some extent, but principally instructed in industrial pursuits.
To successfully accomplish this, much will depend upon your energy and wisdom. It is quite impossible, at this distance, to give specific directions of the·
manner in which all these improvements shall be made, and not easy to de-·
termine whether the expenses may be extravagant or not.
These are forwarded with the plans of the houses designed. Please examine·
them and advise this office what the expenses of those proposed buildings will
be, with the facilities you have or can command to aid you in their construction~
It is believed here that the plans of the proposed houses may, with more economy, be made of stone, concrete or heated earth, according to the custom of the·
:Mexicans; the outside doors should be double-battened and the insido singlebattened. I hear that there is any quantity of sash at the fort that may be had;.
if so, you will inquire, and the window openings will be made of the size to fit
the sash. As to the ditch for the Cheyennes and Arapahoes, it is desired to·
know for what sum you can construct that with the means which will be ;:tt your·
disposal.
Report fully upon all these matters, giving yom views upon the subject, and
make such suggestions as may occur to you will be for the benefit of the Indians.
in your charge. The desire of this department is to make the best use of the
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appropriation at its disposal for the benefit of the Indians, and wants to avail
itself of any suggestions that you may make in that regard.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
CHARLES E. MIX,
Acting Commissioner.
S. G. COJ.LEV, Esq.,
U. S. Agent, Fort Lyon, Colorado Territory.

No. 66.
SIR : In pursuance of your instructions I purchased a team of five yoke of
oxen 3jld a lot of carpenter's and blacksmith's tools and farming utensils for the
use of the Caddo Inaians, and employed a part of the mechanics you authorized,
and the teams started from Atchison, Kansas, on the 8th of September.
On my way west I visited the Caddoes at the Big Bend of the Arkansas
river, in the State of Kansas, and iiiformed them as to your intentions as to them,
and requested them to appoint some of their principal men to go with me to
eelect a country for their future residence. There is no person in the vicinity
of the tribe that can speak English and Caddo, and all conversation had to be
carried on by being first interpreted into Shawnee, or by the use of signs. As
soon as they understood your wishes a committee o£ five men was delegated to
go with me, and the next day we reached Fort Larned. Before arriving there
an alarm was given of an invasion from Texas, and all the Indians of the plains
were on a stampede to the north. My companions had to return to look after
their families, and 1 agreed to furnish th~m a conveyance with a white driver ai
the end of a week. At the appointed time the head chief, Parkman and his wife,
with two of the principal men arrived, and with Major Colley, the Indian agent,
we selected a tract of land on the south side of the Arkansas river, and above
and immediately joining the military reservation. At this point there is a wide
bottom, and the water can be very eas1ly taken from the river, and about 2,000
acres of land completely irrigated. I caused the same to be levelled and estimated, and will furnsh the same to you.
This place, on many accounts, is very suitable for the Caddoes. If they
work, as I hope and believe they will, the fort will be a place of market, as well
as the Santa Fe road which runs on the north side of the river. The distance
from Fort Lyon to Fort Larned is 246 miles, and from fifty miles below Lyon
for some hundred miles below Larned, the Arkansas river has been entirely destitute of water, and no reliance could be placed on it for water for irrigation below Fort Lyon.
The Caddoes originally resided on the Brazos river, in Texas, where they cultivated farms and reared large herds of stock. About seven years since they
were removed to the vicinity of Fort Cobb, in the Indian country, where they again
made farms. On the breaking out of the rebellion they were visited by the
rebel agents and required to take an oath of allegiance to the rebel government,
and take up arms and join the Choctaws in raids on our people. 'l'his they refused to do, and secretly made arrangements to move north. In the spring of
A. D. 1862 a large part of the tribe started on their way north, with their
horses, cattle, hogs, and sheep. After wandering in the wilderness, in February,
1863, they landed on the Arkansas.
I do not know that there ever was any mission establishment in their nation,
but they profess Christianity, and are as non-resistant as the Friends iu war,
while their preacher speaks to them so loud in his discourse you can hear him a
mile. In their dress it is about one-half Indian. The provisions furnished them
last spring by the government was principally eaten up by their kind neighbors, the
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Comanches and Kiowas. With these warlike tribes, and all others on the plaine, ·
the Cad does arc very popular, being universal favorites; but, at the same time,
an Indian in the plains was never known to refuse to eat, and they have not
only aided the Caddoes to eat their flour, but almost all their cattle. This wa1
another reason for sending them to the vicinity of Fort Lyon, where the military
could protect them against the kindness of the Indians of the plains.
The Caddoes number at this time 426 persons, and have a large ntrmber of
horses, twenty-seven cows, and one yoke of oxen. On selecting their future
home they were very desil'Ous of immedi11tely removing, and I agreed to meet
them at their camp to aid them in their efforts. I immediately set the mechanics
to build some cheap stone walls and to cover them with Mexican roofs, to protect the aged and sick from the colds of winter; and at this time three mechanics
and five laborers are at work on the houses, and the team of oxen are breaking up
the land. I returned to Fort Larned to aid them in moving to their new homes,
and joined them at that point. I had promised them two wagons to enable them
to move.
Before my arrival there I had come to the conclusion that they ought not to
move this fall. At Lyon there is little game, and corn costs about five dollars
a bushel, and everything else in proportion. At ].Jarned I made a contract for
corn at one dollar and fifty cents, and the plains in the vicinity are covered with
buffalo. The road between these places was destitute of both wood and water,
and if a storm should occur many of them would perish. I induced them to
locate on the Pawnee river, about twenty miles above Larned, and remain there
until spring. Major Colley and myself, under your instructions, designated Mr.
George W. Davis as the mechanic to reside with them, and he is now indu~
triously at work on their future homes.
About one-third of the tribe still remain in the south and will join their
brethren at the ·earliest moment they can do it; under no circumstances will
they return south. They say they have been robbed twice by the rl'exans, and
they will never trust them again. On leaving the south they left a large q uantity of cattle, and each family was forbid taking more than one cow with them.
'!'heir salca for irrigation ought to be dug early in the spring and their ground
planted, and they will not want any aid hereafter. Rock is abundant, and houses
can be built very cheap.
An order ought to be issued by the Secretary of War to issue to these people
half rations for four months, and to furnish them with tents in their temporary
residence. I shall provide them with some corn that will la!5t them until the
.first of ,January, which will expend all the means at my disposal.
The Caddoes are deserving of the sympathy of all good men, and I hope will,
in this their hour of distrefjs, receive liberally the aid of the government.
Yours, &c.,
J. W. WRIGHT.
Ron. J . P. UsHER,
Secretary o/ the Interior.

No.

66~.

WASHINGTON, November 10, 1863.
SIR: Having, in July last, been appointed by you special agent and
secretary to the commission for negotiating a treaty with certain Indians in.
Colorado Territory, I proceeded there and discharged the duties assigned me in
your instructions. And having been further verbally instructed by the honorable
the Secretary of the Interior to communicate briefly my impressions and observations in regard to the capabilities and material progress of that Territory, I
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beg .l eave herewith to submit a report containing, first, some general observations
on this subject; and, secondly, on matters more immediately connected with the
Indian treaty negotiated by the commission under your directions.
GENERAL OBSERV ATlONS.

I made the journey from Atchison to Denver in the daily overland stage,
which, although travelling day and night, gave me reasonably good opportunities
for noting the character of the country traversed.
From the Missouri river to Fort Kearny, a distance of about two hundred and
fifty miles, the country is of the same general character as the great prairie
region of Illinois and the northwestern States, high and rolling land, producing
the prairie grass very abundantly, and devoid of timber, excepting the narrow
belts that border the streams. Settlements and farms have extended themselves
along the routes of travel to about that distance, and, to all appearances, crops
have been successful.
From Fort Kearlly, which is near the one hundredth degree of west longitude,
the character of the country changes. The situation remains essentially the
same-it is high and undulating, even hilly in places ; but the soil becomes
more sandy, the summer rains more unfrequent, and, consequently, the gras ses
and timber scarcer, until it becomes not literally but substantially a great desertan immense area of sand bills and sand plains. Streams are long distances
apart, and in the hot season dry up entirely, or sink in the sand. The only
timber is an occasional grove of cottonwood on a creek, or patch·· of cedar on the
sand hills. Wherever moisture is found the grasses grow abundantly and luxuriantly, but off the streams and out of the valleys they struggle vainly for life,
in shrivelling and scattered bunches, among the cactus, or further westward
among the artemisia, or wild sage. Sand, heat, barrenness, and aridity are
the rule; water, shade, vegetation, and fertility the exception. These characteristics gradually increase until the great desert sweeps up to the very base
of the Sierra Madre, the easternmost range of the Rocky mountains, on about
the one hundred and fifth degree of west longitude.
Across these plains, as they are generally termed, flows the Platte river, which
rises in the Sierra Madre and runs in a general easterly course to the Missouri.
The Platte is a peculiar stream. Although nearly a thousand miles in length,
and very broad, it is so shallow as to be utterly unfit for navigation of any sort,
becoming so low in a season of drought as to be little more than a bed of damp
quicksand. But running, as it does, from the mountains to the Missouri river,
in a wide, low valley, affording along its entire length a level road, some timber,
and abundant good grass and water for stock, it bas become a great, perhaps the
principal, highway for travel, transportation, and emigration from the Mississippi
valley towards the western Territories and the Pacific. It is the route of the
daily overland mail and of the Pacific telegraph, although along portions of it
the stations of the overland stage, which occur at intervals of twelve to fifteen
miles, are as yet the only permanent habitations. I think that in a very few
years a chain of permanent settlements and farms will stretch along the entire
length of the river, from the Missouri to the mountains. The travel over this
route is already so constant and so great that the traveller fancies himself journeying through a populous country, instead of a wilderness and a desert.
The discovery of gold placers on the headwaters of the south fork of the
Platte river induced the gold excitement of 1859 and 1860, and carried an immense emigration over the plains to what was then, and is y'et, popularly called
the "Pike's Peak" mines, although, in reality, the principal mines of that region
are situated at from fifty to seventy-five miles from Pike's Peale From this
emigration and what has since been added, has grown up the Territory of
Colorado, now comprising a population estimated at fifty thousand. Denver,
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which, in 1859, had but a few miners' shanties reared to shelter them while they
searched the sand-bars of the Platte river for gold, is now a city of five to six
thousand inhabitants, built up of neat and substantial dwellings and busintBS
houses, about three-fourths frame and one-fourth handsome and durable brick.
Thoug·h not so by law, it is really the capitol of the Territory, the chief centre
of business, and the entrepot of such supplies as are required to be freighted
across the plains to support the young colony which has, in these few years,
made so permanent a lodgment in the mountains. But the community is rapidly
becoming a self-sustaining one.
Compared with any portion of what may be properly called the Mississippi
valley, the agricultural resources of the Territory of Colorado are very limited.
In the virtual absence of all rain during the summer season, all crops nece~sarily
depend upon irrigation; considering the great extent of the country, the streams
are few and small, and the arable bottoms which adjoin them are narrow, and
frequently not level enough to irrigate. There is no want of fertility in the soil.
Wherever a sufficient quantity of water can be supplied, it yields the husbandman a most bountiful return for his labor. Even the high, sandy plateaus, upon
which, at present, the grass will scarcely grow, make, when properly watered
by artificial means, most productive farms. But the supply of water is entirely
inadequate to its ever becoming a. farming country. As happened elsewhere,
thP. present year was one of great drought in Colorado, and I therefore probably
saw the country in its worst aspect. 'l,hose who have studied the questiop. more
in detail are of opinion that the products of the country will be ample to feed
and supply its population. 'l,his wi.ll undoubtedly be true of everything except
breadstuffs, and I am by no means prepared to assert that they will form an
exception. All garden vegetables are produced, of fine quality and in great
abundance. Oats are very prolific, and yield well even in dry localities. Hay
was scarce during the present season, but ordinarily the supply is ample. Indian
corn succeeds badly, owi~g to the great altitude of the country it is supposed.
Wheat, in favorable places, is a tolerably sure and very productive crop.
Whether fruit-growing will be successful bas not yet been tested. But the
prospect seems very favorable, since wild plums, of fine size and flavor, are
found in great quantities. 'rhe sudaen growth of the country, and the high
price of provisions produced by the great cost of freightiug them in wagons
across tl1e plains, has stimulated agriculture to a remarkable degree, and all
arable, or, rather, I should say, all irrigablc lands have been sought and occupied
with great eagerness, and their cultivation has thus far been a source of great
profit, as, indeed, it will continue to be, unless they be found capable of producing a surplus over the quantity consumed; this will, of course, continue as
the country is settled, until every stream, valley, glade, and nook in and out of
the mountains is made to contribute to the aggregate productions of the community. It is, as yet, impossible to correctly estimate the area of productive
lands in the Territory; the surveyor general, upon the best data to be obtained,
thinks it will reach a million of acres.
But, in natural advantages for raising and herding stock, horses, mules, cattle,
sheep, &c., the country seems to compensate for its limited capacity to produce
cereals. All &long the eastern base of the mountains are extensive tracts of
high rolling land covered with grass, which, though not growing so thick or
long as in the Mississippi valley, yet, I was assured, affords a much more reliable
and constant pasturage. Except in exposed localities, the winters are mild and
moderate, and actual experience seems to prove that at least one of the grasses,
commonly called the buffalo grass, is so nutritious that it wHl not only subsist,
but even fatten animals during both summer and winter. Along streams and in
sheltered mountain valleys its luxuriance and yield is, of course, much increased
by the moisture. The extent and nature of the country·is such that these great
tracts of pasture land will, for many years to come, remain in common. Expe-
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rience, up to the present time, goes to prove that stock-raising in Colorado will
be attended with no other expense than the cost of herding, and will, therefore,
become a source of great wealth to the future State.
Mining, however, is evidently destined to be the chief business of its people.
Mter four years of prospecting and experiment, the richness and great extent
of its gold mines is demonstrated beyond doubt. Its "placers" or "surface
diggingF~/' though many of them proved rich, were soon exhausted, but the
"lodes" or veins of ore in the great crevices of the mountains increase their
yield of gold with their depth. It is rather an advantage than otherwise to the
community there that their profitable development requires time, capital,
machinery, and permanent improvement of all kinds; that the gold dug out of
the mountains, before it goes out to enrich the world at large, first pays tribute
to the community producing it, in making hs roads, cultivating its fields, building
its towns and cities, carrying on its trade, establishing its manufactures, moulding and instructing its society, and perfecting its institutions and laws. Mining
·is no longer an adventure, but an occupation, drawing around it, stimulating and
supporting all the other usual avocations of life, employing and compensating
the laborer, the farmer, the artisan, the merchant, and the professional man.
This fact explains why such surprisingly rapid improvements have been made
in Colorado 'rerritory, and how what was four years ago a wilderness, suddenly
invaded by a mob of excited and adventurous gold-hunters, governed only by
lynch law, is already a civilized country, with courts, schools, churches, newspapers, and telegraphs-a land of active enterprise, where all classes of people
are prosperous.
Besides its gold, Colorado appears to have great wealth in other minerals.
To supply the actual wants of the community itself, the production of coal,
petroleum, salt, lead, and iron has already been begun, and is believed to be
capable of indefinite extension. Immense beds of gypsum have been discover.ed ..
Copper forms the principal part of the ore from which gold is at present extracted, and silver is not unfrequently found mingled' with it. Large and fine
mineral spring?, too, supposed to possess active medicinal virtues, form a characteristic feature of the country, and appear destined, in connexion with the delightful and healthful climate and the beautiful and romantic natural scenery
in which they are found, to become places of great public resort.
It must not be forgotten that the discoveries of mineral deposits in these mountains have but just begun. Prospecting parties, provided with only pick and
pan and a few day's rations, have indeed traversed much of the country; but, as
before remarked, the metals do not lie upon the surface : they are concealed
in deep veins, and will be found only upon more patient and thorough research.
As the present population Gf Colorado only began emigrating there four years
ago, and went empty-handed, they have had neither the time nor means to make
ihe careful examination necessary to bring to light this hidden mineral wealth.
So new is this businesR of mining, and so imperfect are its machinery, modes
and processes, that, in working the ore from the lodes or veins thus far developed, it is believed that not more than an average of one-half the gold is extracted which chemical assays show they contain. Time, capital, and thorough
experiment will, however, remedy all these things, and increase the profit as well
as the extent of the mining business.
Here, as elsewhere in the western States and Tenitories where recent gold diseoveries have been made, the most casual observation shows the urgent necessity
of laws and regulations on the part of Congress and the government, whereby
the government title to mines and mining lands may be readily and speedily
obtained. Up to this time the tenure by which this property is held depends
upon miners' customs and laws, and the enactments of the Territorial legislature
relating thereto. As this species of property is steadily increasing in value, is
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constantly undergoing legal transfers in their various forms, and is· being made
the subject of judicial action and deci8ion, and more especially as the miners'
customs and laws of small, adjacent mining districts frequently vary 1rom each
other, much future doubt, difficulty, and litigation will be avoided by making this
property the subject of general and uniform laws, so far as practicable, at the
earliest possible period, and, as completely as may be, defining and establi~hing
the tenure by which it shall be held under the government.
The rapid growth and development of all the new States and Territories of the
Union which lie west of the'Mississippi river is not only every day increasing
the importance and need of the great Pacific railroad, but also the facility and
certainty of its early construction.
While labored discussion and ingenious theorizing have been debating, without
result, whether it should be built along a northern or a southern line, practical
experiment, travel, trade, emigration, and settlement have solved the problem in
favor of the central route. Colorado, U tab, and Nevada, three powerful, energetic,
self-sustaining communities, which have sprung up as if by magic, under the
stimulus of the discoveries of precious metals, are not only the convenient but
necessary links in this long chain of railway.
The long route through the wilderness has been conquered by dividing it.
'11he problem is no longer to connect the Mississippi with the Pacific, but to
connect the Missouri river with Colorado, Colorado with U tab, U tab with Nevada,
and Nevada with California.
In building a great iron highway over a desert and mountain region, of which
nearlv the whole distance consists, settlements and communities cannot come to
the r~ad-the road must come to them. They can only exist where natural r~
sources, mines, commerce, agriculture, or manufactures will permanently support
their population. The assistance which these great stations (so to call them)
can contribute in labor and material to build ·and operate the road, in the protection their outlying settlements will afford against the Indians, and the additional revenues they will pay it for local travel and freights, are considerations
not to be overlooked. Colorado being the first of these stations, is in other
respects also one of the most important. Although her resources are yet in the
infancy of their development, enough is known to make it certain thaJ; her mines
will fumish in great abundance, iron to lay the track, and coal to make fuel for
the road, thus supplying the two most indispensable necessaries, to say nothing
of the other helps already mentioned.
·
If the road is located as far south as Denver, then the profits on travel and
freight to and fi:om New Mexico and Arizona will be added to those for Colorado
and the country directly west of it. The people of Colorado claim that a shorter
and more practicable route can be found through the mountains directly west
from Denver than from any point north of it. Actual and detailed surveys can,
of course, only determine this. But at all events, the advantages of making an
established, enterprif'ling and growing community like that of central Colorado
Territory a point in the great line, are so obvious as to entitle them to full and
deliberate examination. Among the many strong arguments in favor of a speedy
construction of the Pacific railroad, its great military importance is by no means
the least. 'l'o secure this benefit, however, the ease and certainty of its protection and defence must not be left to chance. This is a weighty additional
reason for running it not merely along the outskirts, but through the heart of
the young and vigorous community of Colorado rrerritory. In this connexion
it gives me pleasure to state that nowhere in the Union have I met a more
enthusiastically loyal people than the citizens of Colorado. In this day of
rebC'llion and treason, and lurking pestilent facti<}n, they have evinced their unwavering devotion to their country's flag and government with a unanimity
nowhere surpassed. By word and deed at home they have not only sustained
nd aided the efforts of the government to crush the rebellion,
•L
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all utterances of doubt or treason in their midst; and in the armies of the Union
they have, by long, fatiguing marches and g·tllant bravery on the battle-field, won
enviable distinction. Any part of the Pacific railroad committed to their
guardianship would be safe against either foreign or domestic enemies. Policy
and gratitude alike dictate that, so far as practicable, other sections of the
country should aid them in making their distant mountain home an impregnable
fastness for liberty and the Union.
INDIAN AFFAIRS.

While yet on my journey to Denver I received your notice that the time for
holding· the treaty council with the Indians, originally set for the first day of
September, had been postponed to the first of October.
On that day the commissioners, consisting of his excellency John Evans, the
governor of Colorado; Dr. Michael Steck, superintendent of Indian a;ffairs for
New Mexico; and Indian agents Simeon Whiteley and Lafayette Head-all
the members being present-met at" the residence of Agent Head, on the Conejos
river, in the San Luis valley, two hundred and fifty miles southwest of Denver.
The effort to bring together all the different bands of the Utah .nation of
Indians in a treaty council did not fully succeed, partly by reason of their
hitherto limited intercourse with the whites, but mainly because of the great
distance which it would have been necessary for them to travel to reach the
treaty ground. Of the Capote band, only one chief was present; of the Mohuache band, three. These two bands are located in the northern part of New
~fexico. Of the Wemenuches or Pah Utes, who occupy the valley of the San
Juan river, several started to come with the agent, but grew dissatisfied and
went back to their people; and the Uintah or Yampah band, which roam about
in the northwestern part of Colorado, declined to send representatives because
their horses could not endure the journey.
The rrabeguache band of Utahs, however, who inhabit mainly that part of
Colorado Territory over which the white settlements have up to this time been
extended, had been brought in by their agent, Mr. Head, to the number of about
fifteen hundred, including nearly all their chiefs and principal men. It being
found, upon consultation, that this band alone claimed title to the lands the
government desired to buy, and as the other bands were not sufficiently representeii to make the action of those in attendance binding on their people,
and as they and their agents present further expressed themselves entirely satisfied with their present relations to the government, and did not desire any
change, the commission determined to negotiate with the Tabeguaches only.
These Indians are very active, intelligent, and energetic, very successful in
hunting, and formidable in war. rrhey were well armed, and, for Indians,
tolerably well clothed. From their contact with the people of New Mexico
several had learned to speak Spanish fluently, and one was able to sign his o'wn
name to the treaty. They seemed very friendly, and entirely well behaved.
Much of this, I think, was owing to the fact that a delegation of them hail visited
Washington last year, having an opportunity to see with their own eyes the
many wonders of civilization, and the great numbers and strength and resources
of the white people and the government.
"Our Great Father at Washington," said one of these chiefs in council, "has
power to do what he wishes ; we will obey whatever he commands."
With true Indian shrewdness and unavoidable force of logic, they also argued,
however, that his power must be as potent to control and restrain his white as
his red children; and while it F'as their duty to acknowledge obedience, it was
also their right to claim protection.
After due deliberation, a treaty was concluded with them on the seventh day
of October. I immediately transmitted to you a copy of the same by mail, and

REPORT OF THE

SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR.

267

herewith submit the original, which the commission deputed me to carry to
Washington, and which they hope may prove satisfactory to yourself and the
government. By its provisions the Indian title is extinguished to one of the
largest tracts of land ever ceded to the United States in a single treaty, being
about one-half of that to which this band of Indians claimed title, and including
all the districts in which the whites have thus far settled, or in which any rich
mines have, up to this time, been discovered.
It was found impossible, in the present condition of things, to permanently
settle this band of Indians upon a limited reservation. Their lands are as yet
too imperfectly exprored either to ascertain where a comparatively small tract
may be found, whose agriculture or pasturage may be made adequate to their
support, or, on the other hand, to determine with any certainty whether rich
mines may not hereafter be discovered at or so near any spot that might now be
chosen for their permanent homes; that it would become impossible to keep them
among or contiguous to the large white population which would be irresistibly
drawn there by such discovery. Nor are the Indians themselves yet prepared
to abandon their nomadic life and to learn the lessons of civilization. These
must of necessity be taught them gradually. The commission, therefore, consented to their retaining, not as a permanent reservation, but as hunting grounds,
nearly one-half of the lands they claim to own, agreeing to pay them for the
portion ceded what is deemed a very reasonable annual compensation in goods
and provisions.
Looking forward to the possible future discovery of rich mines in the lands
retained by these Indians, the treaty reserves the right of citizens of the United
States~ in such event, to go upon and work them. But as, in the very nature
of the case, this can only be a temporary privilege, not carrying with it the
right to permanently occupy the soil, its full enjoyment will of course depend
upon future treaties with the Indians. The chief value of this provision is, that
it will at any time furnish the government the sufficient excuse for, and basis of,
future negotiations with these Indians on the subject, should they hereafter be
found necessary.
The problem of the future maintenance of these Indians occupied the earnest
attention of the commi~sion. It was apparent to them that a very few years
will elapse before all the available and desirable spots in the mountain region,
where they now subsist by hunting, will be invaded and occupied by white
emigration and settlement for purposes of agriculture and mining, and that such
settlement will destroy or drive away the game, thus completely cutting off tlieir
present means of living. Government cannot always continue to feed them,
and it m~st therefore teach them and assist them to gain their own livelihood .
.As the cultivation of the soil in that country depends almost exclusively upon
irrigation, and as this system of tarming again requires great care, and irrigable
lands are very scarce, it is hardly possible that the Indian, with his ineradicable
habits of indolence and carelessnes, can ever be taught to cultivate land and
produce his own bread. On the contrary, pasturage is so abundant, the grasses
are so nutritious, and stock-raising is so easy and so much more nearly conforms
to his present life and habits, there seems to be but little doubt he may eventually be taught to become a successful herdsman. The experiment will not
succeed without the patient fostering care and aid of the government; but if
that can be given it, its success is almost certain. With a view to begin such
an enterprise, the treaty provides for an annual don~tion of stock to such families of those Indians as are or may become willing in good faith to try the experiment. The commission thought it necessary to guard the provision with
the condition that such gift should only be made to those who wo~ld keep and
properly care for such stock for a few years, until its annual increase should
begin to contribute to their support. But with the Indians' present improvidence and wastefulness, this condition ought to be liberally construed by the
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department, and Congress should make ample appropriations to patiently continue the experiment, even in the face of temporary failures, at least as long as
8tipulated in the treaty. Final success or failure in the enterprise will at last
depend more upon the personal efficiency of the agent, or agents, who may
be sent there by the department to supervise and regulate it, than upon any
other one thing. I cannot too strongly urge, therefore, that such selection and
appointment be made upon special qualification and fitness only.
I present this as a point of special importance, because it will be the initial
attempt to teach the Utah Indians of Colorado and the adjacent territories,
comprising the Tabeguache, Mohuache, W emenucbe, Capote, and Uintah
bands, the manner and necessity of gaining their livelihood when the game in
the mountains shall cease to furnish them food in sufficient abundance. The
Tabeguaches, with whom the treaty was made, themselves suggested to the
commission their willingness to have the Mohuaches, with whom they are, to
some extent, hffiliated by intermarriage, settled with them upon their present
reservation, and this consent was embodied in a clause of the treaty.
As the.Mohuache band only numbers some 500, and as the Tabeguaches and
Mohuaches formerly occupied contiguous lands, or rather roamed over the same
lands in common, from which the Mohuaches were a few years since removed
to the Territory of New Mexico, it becomes a question worth considering,
whether these two bands at least may not be advantageously joined or consolidated; whether the same can or should be attempted with th~ other bands
cannot now be determined for want of further and definite information upon
two important points, viz: first, the actual numbers, condition and location of
the different bands mentioned; and, secondly, where suitable reservations ~f land
may be found of sufficient agricultural or pastoral resources to support them;
and whether a single such reservation can be found to contain the whole tribe,
or whether the different bands must be located upon separate and remote reservations. But in either case the succPss or failure which may attend the efforts
of the government to colonize and civilize any one of these bands will act indirectly upon the other bands, and either assist or retard similar efforts among
them.
The treaty just concluded by your commission provides for the beginning of
these efforts among the Tabeguaches, and it is respectfully urged, for the reasons
above stated, that the trial be a thorough and faithful one on the part of the
government, and for the further reason that the prospects of its success seem
favorable. It may not be amiss in this connexion to mention one other consideration. The safety of the white settlements on the frontier should be an
object of special care and solicitude on the part of the government. r.rhe
country being mountainous, the homes of the white settlers are necessarily
more remote, isolated and exposed, than elsewhere, while, on the other hand, the
Indians would, in case of conflict, find nearer and readier escape, concealment
and· security, in their mountain haunts and fastnesses.
War being the normal condition of savage life, the Indians have but two motives to live in peace ; the fear of punishment, and the hope of reward. An
ample military force will be constantly needed on this frontier to overawe them
to good behavior; but it will also be well, in addition to this, to buy their good
will by a generous liberality, and thus make assurance doubly sure. The
expense of such a system will in a given number of year8 be found to be less
by far than the expense of active military campaigns against them, which its
neglect may render necessary.
I subjoin ~uch statistical data as the commission were able to obtain, concerning the tribe of Utah Indians with whom they were sent to make a treaty.
The Mohuache band are located in the Territory of New Mexico; their numbers are well ascertained, and reported by Dr. Steck, the superintendeut of
Indian affairs for that Territory, to be 450 to 500 persons.
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The Capote band are also located in New Mexico; their numbers are well
aBccrtained, and reported by Dr. Steck to be SOO persons.
The Wemenuche band, or Pah UtesJ· how many this band numbers is not yet
accurately known. The agent reports that about 1,500 persons of them attend
the annual distribution of goods and presents, and estimates that they number
about two thousand. They are at present in the superintendency of Dr. Steck,
although they inhabit the valley of the San Juan river, whith lies mainly in
Colorado 1,erritory.
The Tabeguach.e band. About fifteen hundred of this band were present at
tl1e treaty, which defines the future boundaries of their land. The agent estimates that 1.he band numbers four thousand.
The Yampa!~ band, or Grand River Utahs. The intercourse of the government, through its officials, with this band, has so far been very limited.
The messenger sent to them by their agent found one village of them, and
tried to induce their chiefs to come to the treaty, but they refused to undertake
so long a journey. 'l'he estimate of their number is twenty-five hundred, but
this seems to be mere conjecture.
'l'he same is true of the · Uintah band.
The two bands last named inhabit and roam over northwestern Colorado and
northeastern Utah.
It will be seen, from the above statement, how imperfect is our information
about all except the two smallest bands of these Indians. Excepting those
portions settled by whites during the past four years, our knowledge about
the country they inhabit and claim is still more vague and unsatisfactory.
Such maps as are at present extant show a dearth of data, a confusion of
names of recorded mountains, streams, and other natural landmarks, and a variation of the location of those whose names do agree, such as to make it difficult to
describe and trace boundaries. Further explorations are sadly needed to supply
these deficiencies.
Should the treaty concluded with the Tabeguaches prove satisfactory to the
government, it is of great importance that the Senate should ratify it at an
early day; within the present year if pos~ible. The peaceable and friendly relations which now exist between these Indians and the whites of the fi·ontier
will be not only preserved but greatly promoted, if the stipulations and provisions of the treaty can be promptly begun and carried out by the government.
To sell their lands and to receive the compensation agreed upon is with Indians
a plain, practical matter-of-fact transaction, in the consummation of which they
cannot comprehend there should be any cause or necessity for delay. They
are poor, ignorant and weak, while the government is rich, wise and powerful.
It should not permit delays to excite their suspicion and distrust, but, by
promptness and certainty, inspire them with confidence and respect, as well as
compel frar and obedience.
Respectfully submitting the foregoing, I have the honor to be, your obedient
servant,
JOHN G. NICOLAY,
Special Agent and Secretary to tlte Commission.

Ron.

WILLIAM P. DoLE,
Commissioner of Indian Atfair3, Washington, D. C.
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DAKOTA TERRITORY, EXIWUTIVE OFFICE,

Yankton, September 23, 1863.
SIR: In compliance with the regulations of the Indian department, I have

the honor to submit my annual report of the affairs of this superintendency.
During the present year this superintendency has been the field of military
operations against hostile Indians, and has been, more than heretofore, Rubject
to Indian depredations; yet I am happy to say that the annuity Indians have
remained loyal to the government and frieJ?.dly to the whites. In consequence
of the ultimate connexion between the Sioux of Minnesota and various tribes
in Dakota, the outbreak which occurred last fall in Minnesota could not but
have a serious effect on the Indians in this Territory. While some tribes within
this superintendency have spurned the flattering proposals for an alliance, and
indignantly refused to join in hostilities against the whites, yet others have
gladly accepted their offers, and have already committed depredations upon the
whites, and met our forces in battle.
The incidents of the past year have given those Indians~:who are disposed to
be hostile an opportunity to give vent to their real feelings, and we can now
clearly dif'tinguish and separate the friendly from the hostile Indians; and
while the former have a right to claim respect and protection, the latter should
be hunted down and punished until they are made to respect and fear the power
of this government.
Last fall and winter, subsequent to the annual report of this superintendency,
there were no Indian depredations, except in the Upper Missouri agency. On
the upper Miesouri, while persons where returning from the mining country,
they were, in several instances, attacked by hostile bands of Indians; and duriug
last winter, traders at Fort Pierre and other trading posts on the Missouri river
were frequently attacked by Indians, and were at no time safe while out from
the trading posts.
The massacre in Minnesota greatly alarmed the inhabitants in this Territory,
and during last fall, in consequence of this, we lost about one-fourth of our population. With the approach of spring the settlers feared a renewal of hostilities.
To guard against which, on the 8th day of April last, I addressed to Brigadier
General John Cook, commanding this district, a communication, a copy of which
is hereto attached, .marked A, to which I received no reply. On the 6th day
of May following, I addressed a second communication to the general, a copy
Qf which is hereto attached, marked B; and on the following day I received a
1·eply, a copy of which is hereto attached, marked C. Soon after this General
Cook was superseded by Brigadier General A. Sully, to whom I made a verbal
request for troops to protect the settlement, which was at once gran ted; and the
vigilant scouting of the two companies of Dakota cavalry has givf'n very satisfactory protection. Without this protection the 'rerritory would, I believe,
have been nearly depopulated.
The only depredations committed this season in the settled portion of this
superintendency are the following: On the 6th of l\1ay last 1\lr. Jacobson was
killed, as mentioned in my second communication to General Cook; and during
the months of August and September, some twenty horses have bPen stolen;
and on the 3d instant, Sergeant Eugene F. Trask, of the 7th Iowa cavalry,
while en route for Sioux City in the mail stage, was murdered by a band of Indians, about forty miles west from this place; the driver was also shot at, but
escaped. About twelve miles from here, in Nebraska, Mr. Wiseman's family of
five children were murdered in July last, their mother being at the time absent,
and their father being with General Sully's expedition ; and without the limits
of the settled portion of this superintendency, in the month of June, the steam_
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boat Shreveport was attacked on the Missouri river near Fort Berthold, by a
large band of hostile Indians, composed of Minnecongies and other Sioux bands;
three white men were killed, and twenty or more Indians are repo.rtecl killed
by those on board. Agents Latta and Reed were among the passengers, with
presents for the Indians of their agencies. It is also reported from reliable
sources, that about a month ago a party of twenty-four miners, while descending·
the Missouri river, were attacked by a large force of Indians, and after a most
desperate fight were all killed. It is impossible to ascertain whether these
depredations have been, committed by the Minnesota Sioux or Yanktonais, but
it is quite possible and probable that both are equally guilty. 'The Minnecongies, Unc-pa-pas, and other bands of Dakota Sioux, may now also be considered
hostile. I believe the battles recently fought by General Sibley and General
Sully to be but the beginning of the war with the Indians of the northwest.
I believe an expedition against the Indians next year will be required, and
even more necessary than the one this year. 'These hostile tribes must be conquered, and must be compelled to make new treaties, before there will be any
safety to the white man within this superintendency.
I believe no officer in the army could have led the expedition, wl1ich has
m(l)ved up the Missouri river, with better success than has General Sully. He
has had to encounter many obstacles, yet he has overcome all, and fought a
glorious battle. Much credit is due him for his perservering efforts and good
generalship, manifested throughout the campaign. I hope he may be continued
in command of this military district another year.
All the force now composing General Sully's expedition should be quartered
in this military district during the ensuing winter, so as to afford protection to
the inhabitants, and be ready for an early campaign in the spring. I would
also here recommend that a line of military posts be established from Fort
Ridgely, Minnesota, via Sioux falls and Yankton, to Fort Randall; this would
give protection to the entire frontier of the northwest.
PONCAS.

I have just returned from a visit to the Ponca agency, and I find this •tribe,
numbering over eight hundred souls, in a most destitute condition. I belieYe
there are no Indians at the present time in the country more entitled to the
charity of the government than these. During the rebellion and hostilities with
the Sioux, the Poncas have remained perfectly peaceable and friendly. They
show a willingness to cultivate the soil, and many of them are disposed to work
for their own support. I did not see many of the tribe, as nearly all had gone
on the bunt, (being compelled to resort to the chase or starve; and this they
did in violation of an order of the military commander, and in a district of
country infested by the Sioux;) but I am satisfied, from what I have seen and
heard, that the above is true.
·
This seat~on haE been a very discouraging one to the Poncas. Agent Hoffman in the spring prepared a large field, which was well fenced and planted
mostly in corn, which was well cultivated, mo.st of it by Indians. His work
was done in time, a,nd had the season afforded the usual rain, a good crop would
have been raised; but owing to the unprecedented drought, his work was in vain.
This total failure of crops was neither the fault of the agent, farmer, nor the
Indians. ~,or the number of acres cultivated and the particulars I refer you to
Agent Hoffman's report, which I transmitted to you on the 18th instant, which
report I find to be correct and true.
Ageut Hoffman has erected over twenty-five log houses, a strong, well-proportioned and well built fort and stockade, and bas nearly completed a schoolhouse 37 X 75 feet, two stories high, and well finished as J'ar as completed.
Everything looks thrifty and orderly about his agency. He seems to take
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great pride in making improvements for his Indians, and I believe he command3
their respect, and I am satisfied that he is a very efficient, energetic, and faithful agent.
Something must be done for these Indians, or they will suffer ; and many, I
fear, must starve during the ensuing winter. rl'he annuity money cannot support them through the winter. Last year, at this time, they had some five thousand bushels of corn, considerable quantities of meat, and other provisions, while
now they have nothing, absolutely notlting I
If this destitution had been occasioned by their indolence, I would say, let them
etarve; and if they were unfriendly to thew hites, I should have but little sympathy.
But as it is no fault of theirs, and as they are especially friendly, my feelings
can but be elicited in their behalf, and I believe I should be recreant to the
trust imposed on me if I did not urge their claim for charity, and ask that something be giYen them for the purchase of provisions sufficient to support life
through the approaching winter. I trust this request will not be passed over
unheeded, lest starvation may drive this tribe to desperation.
The treaty of amity and friendship effected by Agent Hoffman, on the 23d of
January last, between the Pawnee and Yankton Indians, was forwarded to you
in due time.
I would respectfully call your attention to my communication to you of the
17th instant, in reference to Agent Hoffman's estimate of goods to be purchased
for his Indians, to the amount of $5,000, for the year 1864.
YANCTONS.

I have also j 1.A.St visited the Yanctona gency, and find that the drought, which
has prevailed throughout this section of the country, has prevented the Yanctons
from raising any amount. The entire amount of corn raised this year will not
exceed one thousand bushels, while last year they had many thousand. These
Indians are not so destitute as the Poncas ; yet they will be dependent for support, to a great degree, up Jn the hunt. Agent Burleigh has also opened extensive £arms, and large fields are fenced in, and, had the season been favorable, a
sufficient amount would have been raised to support the tribe without resorting
much to the chase. The failure of crops at this agency is not the fault of the
agent nor of the Indians.
I cannot refer to Agent Burleigh's report for statistics, as he has not, during
the present year, reported through this office.
I find the Yanctons also disposed to be friendly to the whites. They are
intimately connected with the Minnesota Sioux, and, therefore, more liable to
become hostile; yet I think if they are well managed they will continue, as
they now seem to be, friendly. I had two councils with them, in both of which
they expressed a fixed determination to remain loyal to the government, and
friendly to the whites during the existing Indian war.
Some complaint is made by them because some of their men were killed last
spring by a detachment of cavalry, w~st from Fort Randall. Some horses had
been stolen in the vicinity of the fort, and a detachment was sent in pursuit of
the thieves, and, while in pursuit, they overtook seven Indians, which they supposed to be hostile, and the same party that had stolen the horses. They took
them prisoners, and while the captives were making efforts to escape, the soldiers shot them. These Indians afterwards proved to be members of the Yancton and other friendly tribes. 'l'his caused, for a time, much excitement among
the Yanctons, but no hostile demonstrations were made. Much credit is due
them for their conduct after this unfortunate affair.
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UPPER MISSOURI INDIANS.

I have received no reports from Agenta Latta and Reed. Some of the bands
of the Upper Missouri agency are hostile, and should, while in their present
state, receive no presents from the government. TheYanctonais and U nc-1la-pas,
especially, should be severely chastised before they receive any more from the
government, unless exceptions should be made with some individual members
who arc friend
r_rhe Indians render the Missouri river impassable, except by a large force.
This river has now become, on account of the new gold discoveries, a great
thoroughfare, and it is highly important that it should be kept open.
In reference to the division of the Upper Missouri agency, I refer you to my
letter to you of the 7th instant. I believe the true policy of the government
twvards these Indians to be to punish the hostile bands, and force them to a
treaty of amity and friendship, and then it would be well to divide the agency,
and require the agents to establish agencies, and reside upon them.
There is no uncedcd land west of this place of sufficient value to warrant the
payment of any annuity therefor; and should a treaty be made with any tribe
west of the Yancton ~rchase, the governmP.nt should know that the l9-nd which
they occupy is worthless, except in the mountains where gold is or will be
found.
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JOHN HUTCHINSON,
Acting Governor and ex-l!fficio Sup't Ind. AJ!airs, Dakota Territory.
Hon. WM. P. DoLF.,
Commissioner qf Indian AjjrJ-irs, Washington City.

A.
DAKOTA r_rERRITORY, EXECUTIVE OFFICE,

Yancton, April 8, 1863.
SIR: It becomes my duty to inform you that much uneasiness and alarm
exists throughout the Territory on account of apprehended attacks from the
Santee indians; and that unless assurances can be given of early protection to
the settlements, I have no doubt that the '.rerritory will, within the next two
months, be nearly depopulated.
I have recently visited various settlements in the Territory, and learn from
my own observation that the same feeling of insecurity pervades nearly the entire Territory. Five families left Clay creek on Monday last, intending to leave
this '.rerritory, but were prevailed on by the citizens of Vermillion to stop in that
place for a few days, until it should be definitely ascertained that no protection
would be given m. Many more families are ready to leave, and are only waiting
for the same reason.
This state of alarm is not created by any idle rumors, nor by any momen-.
tary excitement, but is the legitimate result of the peculiar exposed condition
of the settlers. Many have for the past six months intended to abandon the
'rerritory in May, unless protection should be granted them before that time.
'l'he people of Dakota are aware that last year the most brutal outrages were
committed in Minnesota (and to a small extent in Dakota) by the Santee Indians, and that the same Indians (excepting what have been captured) are
now roving about in this Territory.
They are also aware that an expedition, commanded by yourself, will soon
move up the Missouri river, and another commanded by Colonel Sibley, will soon
18 l
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move from Minnesota, through the northern portion of this Territory, to the Missouri river; and they firmly believe that there is great danger of the San tees
falling back upon the Dakota and Big Sioux rivers, and then coming down upon
the settlements.
Last year, before any Indian outbreaks, we had one company of cavalry
stationed at different places in this Territory for the protection of our inhabitants; now that is taken away to Fort Randall, and another company has been
raised in Dakota, and is ready to muster into the United States service; and
should that also be taken away, the people would be deprived M most of their
strength, and far more unable to protect themselves than last year. And notwithstanding the protection afforded us last year, during the excitement caused by
Indian depredations, most of the inhabitants left the Territory, and many more
would have left but for the protection afforded by said troops; most of those
who left then have since returned, but should they be compelled to leave again,
'
I am satisfied they will never .return to the 'rerritory.
In view, therefore, of the foregoing considerations, and in the discharge of my
duty, believing it to be my duty to see that the people are protected in their
homes, I mo;:;t respectfully urge and request that you station from the forces in
your command, one company of cavalry at Yankton and Olf the Dakota river, one
company at V ermilHon and on the Vermillion river, and one company at Sioux
Falls and elsewhere on the Big Sioux river. I believe these troops, when thu8
stationed, will render ample protection, and the settlers will feel secure, and
attend to their various pursuits, and the Territory will prosper, while, without
this protection, I feel confident that the Territory will soon be depopulated. I
. believe, therefore, general, the safety and welfare of Dakota rests with you.
Hoping these considerations will be properly received by you, and that I may
soon receive an affirmative reply to this urgent request,
I remain, sir, with great respect, your obedient servant,
JOHN HUTCHINSON,
Acting Govemor qf Dakota Territory.
Brigadier General JOHN CooK,
Commanding First District, Department Northwest,
Sioux City, Iowa.

B.
DAKOTA TERRITORY, EXECUTIVE OFFICE,

Yankton, May 6, 1863.
SIR : On the 8th ultimo I made a requisition upon you for three companies
of soldiers, to be stationed at different points in this Territory, to which you
have never seen fit even to reply. I have now to make a second requisition for
immediate protection. Last night Mr. Jacobson was killed by Indians at Greenway's ferry, on the Dakota river, about four miles from Yankton, and another
man wonnded. '.rhis must increase the alarm which has heretofore existed.
The people are not secure in their homes, and we must have protection at once,
or more lives will doubtless be lost and the Territory abandoned. I hope,
general, you will give this sufficient consideration to act upon it, or give at least
a reply.
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JOHN HUTCHINSON.
Acting Governor.
Brigadier General JOHN CooK, .
Commanding First District, Department Northw~t,
Sioux City, Iowa.
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c.
HEADQUARTERS 1:sT MILITARY DISTRICT,
DEPARTMENT OF THE NoRTHWEST,

8ioux City, Iowa, May 8, 1863.
SIR: Your request has been anticipated. I have ordered a detachment of
troops to repair immediately to the point where depredations have been committed, with definite instructions how to proceed. Protection to the settlers of
the Territory of Dakota will be afforded with all the promptuess in my power.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

JOHN COOK,
Brigadie'r General, Commanding.
JoHN HuTCHINSON,

Acting Governor, Territory

of Dakota.

No. 68.
YA l'\CTON SIOUX AGENCY,

Dakota Terr£tory, October 12, 1863.
Sm: I have the honor to submit this my third annual report as agent for
the Yancton Sioux Indians.
Since the date of my last annual report no change has taken place in the
relations which the Yanctons have heretofore sustained to the government, or
the white population surrounding them, while other bands of the Sioux have
been engaged in open warfare against the settlers upon our frontier. I know
of no instance where a Yanctou, who resides upon the reservation and claims
the benefit of the Yancton treaty, has ever been allied with the hostile tribes in
their warlike demonstrations against the whites.
That true friendship has in all cases been the cause of those amicable relations I do not claim; fortunately for our people, a sufficient military force has
been at hand to restrain or summarily punish every one engaged in acts of
hostility.
During the last winter the Y anctons were quite successful on their hunt; they
returned in season to cultivate their lands, and fully redeemed their promises
made to me in the fall.
'rhere were twelve hundred acres ploughed and planted on their reeervation
last spring; the Indians labored harder and better than ever before; about onehalf the ground was ploughed by them, and nearly all of it is planted by them
with corn, potatoes, pumpkins, squashes, &c. The crops grew finely and were
well taken care of up to the first of July la8t, and at that date they looked as
promising as I have ever seen in any country. About this time the drought
set in, and continued until the earth became dried up to such an extent as to
destroy our crops almost entirely; and although I bad reason, from the appearance of the crops in J nne last, to expect a crop of not less than thirty thousand
bushels of corn for the support of the Indians under my charge, I shall now
not realize one thousand bushels.
.
This will, as you are well aware, prove a most serious loss to the Indians,
and will, I fear, so far discourage them as to drive many from the cultivation
of the soil back to their old habits of roving and hunting and fishing for a
livelihood.
The grass crop has also suffered very seriously from the drought. With
some difficulty I have succeeded in getting up all the hay required for the
agency
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The annuity goods did not arrive until later than usual. As soon as they
arrived I distributed them among the tribes, who had finished planting and
working their crops and were ready to go out on their summer hunt. The
goods were of good quality, and arrived in excellent condition. As soon as
they were distributed, and I had consulted with Brigadier General Sully, the
military commander of this district, the Yanctons left for their hunting grounds,
taking the Niobrara, or running water, in the direction of the sand hills on the
headwaters of that river.
General Sully had a council with the chiefs and headmen of the nation; told
them what he had come here for, and what he should expect of them; consented
that they should go out upon the bunt, and sent a small squad of soldiers to
accompany them.
The Indians have had a successful hunt, having killed a great num her of
buffaloes, elk, deer and antelope. At the request of General Sully they have
been called in, and are now nearly all at the agency awaiting the annual cash
payment, which I shall make them in a few days.
I purchased such provisions as I was able, and other articles as were necessary for the use of the agency, and shipped them from St. Louis to this point
on the steamer Prairie State, the only boat I could induce to make the trip. In
consequence of the low stage of water in the Missouri river the boat has not
yet arrived with the supplies and provisions, but I trust will do so in due time.
It passed Sioux City, some 250 miles below here by the river seven days ago.
I have run the saw-mill a portion of the season, and cut out the lumber required for the use of the Indians and agency; but having been absent a part of
the summer and fall, I have not the means at hand of giving the precise amount
sawed.
Owing to the ab:::ence of most of the Indians our school bas not prospered as
I could desi1·e, nor can it prosper as long as the parents insiat upon taking their
children witli them when they go out upon their customary hunting tours.
During tha summer and fall many small war parties from the hostile bands
and others have come down upon our frontier, murdered our citizens and robbed
them of their property. Some of these depredations are known to have been
committed by Indians who participated in the treaty of Fort .Laramie, and I
appeal to the department in behalf of our citizens whose families have been
butchered, houses burned, and property stolen, and ask that such claims be paid
out of the money arising from said treaty before it is applied to the benefit of
the Upper Missouri Sioux Indians. 'This would be but an act of justice to these
sufferers under ordinary circumstances; at the present time, when their crops
have failed them, and many of them stand in actual need of the necessaries of
life, it would also be an act of mercy.
Much as our peaceful citizens have suffered from the murderous raids of these
northwestern savages, we cannot be unmindful of the vastly increased dangers
to which they would have been exposed but for the timely aid afforded them by
our protecting government so soon as the exposed situation of the Territory was
made known at Washington.
The arrival of General Sully in our Territory, although· late in the season,
and under the moet discouraging circumstances, inspired confidence in the hearts
of our citizens. With the Missouri now almost unnavigable fi·om the low stage
of the water, with a scarcity of land transportation, the broad prairies where he
hoped to find abundant forage to supply his horses and cattle dried to a crisp
and in many places burned over, he pushed forward with extraordinary energy
almost four hundred miles into the country inhabited by the hostile bands, met
the savages upon their own chosen ground, and defeated them in a well-contested
battle.
I am confident the government will continne this gallant officer in his present
command, and give him the necessary men and means to follow up his victory,
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and settle our Indian difficulties fully and effectually, as I have every reason to
believe he will do in another summer's campaign.
I cannot too strongly impress upon the department the adoption of the plan
proposed by me last winter, viz: the establishment of a line of frontier military
posts extending from some point in Minnesota to the north fork of the Platte.
It is my opinion that the establishment of one such post at or near Sioux Falls,
in thE! Territory, one on the Vermillion river, one on the Dakota river at or near
the mouth of Fire Steel creek, one upon the Missouri river and above ~'ort Randall, and one up the Niobrara river, is the only practicable mode of preventing
the predatory incursions of the savages into the settlements, other than their
entire extermination.
I cannot close my report without alluding to the active and efficient services
rendered towards the protection of our people by the two companies of Dakota
cavalry, stationed by General Sully at different points, and under the command
of Captains Minor and Tripp. 'l'he recent expedition made by Captain Tripp
with a detachment of company B, Dakota cavalry, some two hundred miles up
the Dakota river, in pursuit of a band of hostile Indians who attacked the
regular mail stage, near the east line of this reservation, running from 8ioux
City to Fort Randall, murdered one of the passengers in cold blood, drove off
the stage horses, with some twenty more belonging to the parties residing in
the vicinity, speaks in the h :ghest terms of the efficiency of this gallant officer
and the brave men under his command.
The loyal citizens of Dakota will ever have occasion to remember with gratitude the protection the President extended to them when danger hovered around
and threatened their entire extermination.
With a full appreciation of the obligations which I am under to you, sir, for
the assistance which you and those connected with the Indian Office have at
all times rendered me in the discharge of my oiiicial duties, rendered vastly
more difficult in consequence of our Indian troubles in this 'l'erritory,
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
W. A. BURLEIGH,
United States Yancton Agent.

Ron.

"\VILLIAM

P.

Cornmissioner

DoLE,

if Indian

Affai'rs, Washington, D. C.

No. 69.
PoNcA AGENCY, DAKOTA 'l,ERRITORY,

September 8, 1863.
SIR: I have the honor to report the operations at this agency for the year as
follows:
The products of the farming of last year, together with a supply of buffalo
meat obtained by a late suecessful hunt, the additional number of comfortable
houses and several large earth lodges, as mentioned in my report last year, the
annuity payment made on the 30th December, and the comparatively mild and
open winter, affording a good trapping season, all combined to enable the Indians under my charge to pass comfortably through untH spring. During the
winter the channel of the river in the vicinity of this agency was closed by ice
for only four or five days, and we were obliged to use artificial means to pass
our teams over it to bring acro:;::s the hay which we had m1de on the other side.
A very few logs were with difficulty obtained. These were mostly used in the
construction of a block-house and stockade, which, although not really the
strongest fort west of the Mississippi river, are considered quite sufficient, if
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properly armed, for the defence of this agency against the attack of any number of hostile Indians.
The stockade is constructed of oak timber, sawed square, eight feet high, and
set two and a half feet in the ground and loopholed ; an irregular hexagon of
about forty-eight feet on each side, enclosing an area sufficient to contain the
entire population, Indians and whites, and, if need be, some of the live stock
at this agency. The block-house is within the stockade, and is of sawed timber eight inches thick. The lower portion is twenty feet square and fourteen
feet high, comprising two stories ; the basement, six feet, intended for magazine (in an excavation walled and arched with brick) and storage for provisions
and water; the upper, eight feet, with six loopholes on each side, twelve and
one-half feet from the ground. Upon this is placed an octagon of one story,
eight feet high and twenty-four feet diameter, resting across the corners and
projecting two feet over the sides of the lower portion, with loopholes and a
gunport on every side. A steep shingled roof, with flagstaff of thirty feet,
with revolving truck surmounted by a tin globe from the apex. The building
rests on a well-laid stone foundation. Aside from its use as a means of defence,
it may be used as a storehouse, for which purpose it is commodious and secure.
r_rhese works are so located as almost to cover and protect every building here.
I have, by repeated applications, procured from the government one hundred
muskets, equipments, and ammunition, but have not as yet been able to obtain
cannon, of which I ought to have two six-pounders.
Early in the spring farming operations were commenced. I beg respectfully
to refer to the report of the farmer, Mr. J. A us tin Lewis, for particulars. From
twelve to twenty Indians were employed during the ploughing and planting season. during which time they were provisioned. All our efforts to procure crops
have resulted in a total failure. From the first of May we had no rain until
the 15th of .Tunc, and then only enough to wet the ground about four inches
in depth, and from that date to this, two and a half months, we have had none
at all.
During this time we have had weeks of intensely hot weather. Down to
and through the clay substratum the ground contains no moisture.
The condition of the tribe is now truly pitiable. They started on their summer hunt towards the last of May, immediately after the first hoeing of their
corn. At first they were successful and found buffalo, but afterwards, the
ground being occupied by the Yanctons who were sent south of the Niobrara
by direction of the general commanding the district, and who were about
double in numbers and with four times as many horses, they soon consumed
what meat they had cured, and were compelled to abandon the chase. They
commenced returning in the latter part of July. 1'hey went away with high
hopes, and very reasonably so, of a large crop, bnt returned to see it all withered and dried up. In the mran time the plains had been burned over, so that
they coulcl not even discover the roots they are in thc .habit of digging. Even
the wild plums which grow on bm:hes down in ravines and gulleys are withered
and dried on the limbs. The building I occupy was constantly surrounded by
a hungry crowd begging for food. I have made such provision for them as has
been in my power; furnished cattle, and permitted them to slaugh tcr some of
their own, and procured others to be slaughtered for them at the very low rate
of six cents per pound. They were not all in, so that I could issue the annuity
goods or make the annuity payment to them, until the last of August. The
goods "'ere distributed on the 29th, and the two thousand dollars money paym<;mt made on the 31st of August. They were already in debt for provisions.
I prohibited their obtaining credit for anything else to about one-half the amount
paid them.
I am warned by military authority to keep the Poncas within the limits of
their reservation, but this is an impossibility. There is nothing within its

REPORT OF THE

SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR.

279

limits, nor can anything be obtained in sufficient quantity, or 1: rought here soon
enough to keep them from starving. They are now preparin;-, and will in a day
or two be off on the plains southward on a hunt. They will carry with them
my written pass, to exhibit in case of necessity, for their protection. rrhey
cannot subsist a week without game. If they find buffalo they will continue
the hunt; • if not, they will, on reaching the Elk Horn river, move down it to
the reservation of their friends, the Omahas, to obtain corn.
The Poncas have behaved well; quite as well, if not better than, under like
circumstances, the same number of whites would have done. I have known
whole families to live for days together on nothing but half-dried corn stalks,
and this when there were cattle and sheep within their sight. If I had given
them what beef they could have consumed, the fifty head at this agency would
not have lasted them ten days.
I shall be compelled to ask of the department an allowance to purchase provisions for them during the coming winter, and I am free to say, if there are
any Indians who deserve the charity of the government, the Poncas do.
'.rhe manual labor school house, in course of construction, is not yet quite
completed, owing to the very great difficulty and delay in obtaining finishing
lumber and other materials. By next spring the school may be put in operation, but many of the Indians have already been employed in agriculture, under
the direction of Mr. J.-ewis, and have shown commendable zeal.
Owing to the very late date on which the authority was received for opening
a meadow, as recommended by me to the department, and the fact that in the
mean time the price of cattle and the wages of laborers had considerably advanced, I did not feel that I would be justified in commencing the work the
present season.
As, however, it is indispensable that the meadow should be prepared, the
work will, under the authority received, be commenced early next season.
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
J. B. HOFFMAN,
United States Indian Agent.
Ron. JoHN HuTCHINSON,
Secretarv and Acting Governor, and Sup't Ind£an Ajj'airs, Yancton, D. a'.

No. 70.
PoNcA AGENCY, Dakota Territory, Septemher 1, 1863.
SIR: I have to report the farming operations at this agency for the present

year as follows :
The ploughing was commenced on the 6th of April, and completed on the
13th of May-~n all, about 265 acres-of which about 220 acres were allotted to
the Indians, and apportioned by you to the several bands. This having been
completed first, they planted their corn and such seed, pumpkins, melons, beans,
&c., as you furnished to them, between the 1st and 8th of May. About 20
acres were already in fall wheat; the remaining 50 acres ploughed were spwn
and planted as follows: 10 in spring wheat; 2, turnips; 5, beets, carrots, and
rutabagas; 2, beans; 2, sorghum; 4, buckwheat; 3, potatoes; 22, corn. The
land was well worked, and all the seed carefully sown or planted, and I regret
that I cannot report a good yield. During the previous winter we had but very
little enow, and the land was quite dry during the ploughing; the dust on several windy days almost preventing the progress of the work. During the
warmth of April we had a few slight showers, and one on the 1st of May, from
which date we had none until the 15th of June, on which date we had about
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four hours' rain, wetting the ground about four inches in depth. From that date
to the present there has not enough fallen to lay the dust. The consequence is,
with the exception of about twenty-five bushels of fa1l wheat which grew along
the fence, near which a bank of snow formed' oYer it in the winter, and twenty
bush0ls of spring wheat, our crops are an utter failure.
All the cornstalks which retained any life in them have been carefully gathered and shocked, and will be hauled in for fodder. The fall wheat was sown
again, and ploughed in, to secure depth of root ag·ainst another drought, between
the 18th and 23d of Aug·ust, but unless we have rain it will not be likely to
come up.
As authority was not received by you in time to make the arrangements for
opening the meadow this year, as suggested in my last year's report, and approved by you, nothing has been done towards that object. The difficulties of
obtaining a supply of hay the present year have been greater than last year,
but fortunately the open winter enabled us, by strict economy, to save about
seventy tons of that cut on the Missouri bottom last year. 'rhis year we have
been able to get but forty-five tons within four miles of this agency, and that on
the south side of the Niobrara, and which cannot be hauled in until the river is
frozen over. For the balance required we have been obliged again to resort to
the Missouri bottom, twelve miles distant. There we have secured about seventy-five tons, making in all, say, one hundred and twenty tons, which, added to
the seventy tons saved from last year, gives one hundred and ninety tons for our
winter supply. If the coming ·w inter should be a cold one, you will requh·e all
your horses and working cattle at the agency to enable you to get saw-logs,
wood, &c., and to feed them ; the hay must be hauled from the bottom, and this
cannot be done except you procure a press and bale it.
A considerable quantity of oak and cedar posts are on hand ready morticed,
and rails ready prepared for putting up the fence to enclose the lands broken up
for the manual labor school fields.
I respectfully suggest that it will be well to bale and haul this hay in as soon
as practicable, lest it may be set fire to aud destroyed by hostile Indians.
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
•
J. AUSTIN LEWIS,
Farmer, Poncas ResenJe.
· Major J. B. HoFFMAN,
United States Indian Agent.
DAKOTA TERRITORY,
Executi·ve Office, Yancton, September 18, 1863.
SIR: I enclose herewith to you copies of the report of the Ponca farmer, and
Agent Hoffman's report of operatious at his agency for the present year.
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JOHN HUTCHINSON,
Acting Governor and Superintendent Indian Ajfa1~rs.

Ron. W. P. DoLE,
Commissioner

of Indian

Affairs.

No. 71.
UPPER MISSOURI AGENCY, September 27, 1863.
SIR : I have the honor of submitting the following, together with my letter
of 27th of August, relative to affairs of this agency:
The seven tribes of Sioux Indians within this agency have at last taken up
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arms and declared war against the government and all white men found in their
country. A few may be said to be loyal, though it is feared they will be compelled to join the enemy to save themselves.
The military expedition sent into the country this year will accomplish
nothing, owing mainly to the extreme drought that prevailed in the country,
which destroyed every vestige of grass, and dried up the tributaries of the Missouri, except the Yellowstone, thus cutting off navigation very early in the
season.
The Indians learning that they were being pursued by General Sully, left the
vicinity of Fort Pierre in June, bu ing the prairies as they proceeded to the
Yellowstone river, which they crossed, leaving the country behind them a
desert waste, hoping thus to prevent pursuit. In consequence of this movement, General Sully will not get within five hundred miles of any considerable
body of hostile Indians this seas0n.
General Sibley has driven the Minnesota Indians within the limits of this
agency, where he left them, as insolent and defiant as at any previous time.
The l\1andans, Arickarees, and Gros Ventres, who live in a village at Fort
Berthold, as also the three or four white men in charge of this post, in case no
troops were sent to their assistance, would be compelled to abandon their village and fort and seek refuge amongst the Crow Indians.
The Assinaboines are restless spirits, and much inclined to war, and there is
reason to apprehend that they will be found making common cause with the
Sioux by another season.
rrhe Crows could be very easily induced by threats and persuasions, as they
have a natural desire for blood and plunder, to join their kinsmen in a great effort to banish the white man from what they conceive to be their country.
I regard it as a very unfortunate thing, and certainly bad policy, to force this
large body of exaspera
Indians from their country, their homes, and their
families, into this vast region of country, to tamper with and incite to hostility
twenty-five to forty thousand Indians, who thus far have been managed at a
very trifling c.ost to the government.
rrl10se Indians have never been chastised yet, though hundreds of thousands
of dollars have been expended in the effort; and when they will, remains to be
seen; and if ever, it will be at an additional cost of hundreds of thousands of
dollars more.
Now I venture a prediction that if five hundred thousand dollars was expended next summer, (probably one-tenth the sum which will be expended in
a vain effort to whip them to obedience,) in treaty with those Indians, and
locating them on tracts of land suitable for permanent homes, building of houses,
and opening of farms, the placing of small military posts in their vicinity to
preserve order and enforce discipline, those people would be contented, happy
and obedient, confidence restored, security given to life and property, not only on
the frontier, but within the Indian country; the vast region of mineral country
south of the l\fissouri river secured to emigration; and with the development
of rich gold mines that would compensate the expenditure in a single year,
the Indians would soon become a self-sustaining people-the rising generations
prosperous and happy.
I would again suggest the locality of the Indians of this agency on contiguous tracts of land, commencing at some point west of Fort Benton, on the
north side of the Missouri river ; thence down that river, giving to each tribe
25 or 50 miles of river front, running back to the British line, until all are
located side by side; thus forming an Indian territory, where, in the course of
time, they may organize and maintain their own government.
This is a fine grazing country, with sufficient timber, pure water, and a
healthy locality. This location gives them the advantage of navigation, and to
a great extent non-intercourse with the white man. This strip of country north
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of the Missouri river to the British line is about 60 miles wide; the river running parallel with that line some five hundred miles.
.
There are, as I am informed, three agents appointed to this agency. My
requisition, as you instructed me, was for the entire agency, while I only estimated for my own office for the fiscal year. There should be an appropriation
made for. each agent for the erection of agency buildings; but so long as the
present condition, of .things continues to exist in this agency, it would be unwise
to make any attempt at improvements. Each agent should be assigned to duty
over certain tribes to be named by you.
General Sully, as I was informed, had received orders to return with his
whole force to Sioux City, Iowa, leaving 'no military force at Fort Pierre or any
other point in this agency; consequently no agent could remain in the country,
as the Inuians entertain the same prejudice against their agent as they do against
a military officer, and would take the life of either before that of a private individual.
The Crow goods, as I have informed you, were stored at Fort Union by the
steamer Shreveport. When the Robert Campbell reached the mouth of the
Yellowstone river she could get no further, there only being two feet of water
in the (·hannel above, it requiring five trips of the Shreveport to convey the
Campbell's freight to Fort Union, some six miles above.
We found it utterly impossible to proteed any further. The Shreveport,
though a light-draught boat, could not have passed up empty. While engaged in
storing our freight, which required five days, the river fell several inches.
The Crow Indians had been waiting at the mo'uth of the :Muscle Shoal river,
four hundred miles above Fort Union, but had left, being informed that the
Campbell, having on board their annuities, would not be able to gAt up the river.
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
SAMUEL . LATTA,
United States Indian Agent.
Hon. WILLIAM P. DoLE,
Comm1'ssioner of lnd1:an Affairs, lVaskington, D. C.

No.

72.

WASHINGTON, January 14, 1863.
Sm : Believing firmly that the upper Missouri demands at this time special
attention from your department of this goverl1ment, and that from our position
and observation, (especially during the past season,) we are possessed of information which should be communicated to yourself, as well as great .anxiety felt
in the interests of that country, is our only apology for obtruding ourselves on
your attention at this time.
We solicit some three or four companies of United States soldiers to be sent
early next spring for the protection of that country; say a company or two to
Fort Pierre, about the same number to Fort Berthold, and also to Fort Benton
or vicinity a similar force. The last two mentioned places to have the preference, as the former might be reached afterwards from ~-,ort Randall.
Perhaps you are hardly aware of the difficulties existing in that country.
We have from Fort Randall to Fort Benton, a distance of some eighteen hundred miles, (and we might add some three hundred more, taking us over the
mountains,) not a single military post, not a civil officer of any kind, not an
officer or soldier of the army, indeed no authority or government of any kind,
except, singly and alone, one or two Indian agents.
'rhere are interests all up the Missouri that can only be protected by military
force. There are, first, white and half-breed, who are threatened by the uneasy
and savage Sioux; then, there are those who may have occasion to pass through
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the country either by water or land, who are constantly endangered both as to
property and life. r.rhere are, again, many friendly Indians of the Sioux who
are looking to you to be sustained in their friendly relations. They have
already suffered, some of them to death, for this relation, and the balance say
they cannot hold out much longer unless aid and succor comes from their Great
Father.
·
When we passed up the river last spring the Rees, some three miles above
Fort Berthold, had a fine village recently built of permanent J..aaterial; were cultivating some little land, and gave most promising evidence of considerable
advance toward civilization. When we returned last fall their village and lands
were deserted, all their hopes blasted, several of their number killed, and they
themselves so endangered as to be compelled to seek, with the :Mandans and
Gros Ventres at Fort Berthold, that protection from the Sioux they could find
nowhere else. All of the above Indians are looking, as their only hope, to this
government for help. If we aid them soon, they live; if not, they die.
At Fort Benton there are no troubles, only in anticipation from the Sioux,
and yet we have difficulties and dangers. Among themselves are the elments of
evil. The Piegans and Gros V entres of the prairies have for years been unfriendly towards each other; they, for the past year, have no communication of
a friendly nature.
The Gross Ventres have not come near to receive their annuities, and seem
disposed to disregard their treaty obligations, especially toward the Piegans,
while the Piegans clamor agaipst the Gros Ventres, and demand that they be
forced to make reparation for the raids they· have already committed, and cease
for the future, or they must settle their differences themselves in their own way,
which, of course, means a general war.
'I'here are also difficulties arising from the whites in that country and passing
through it. There were at least from 500 to 600, and perhaps more, whites
passing through Fort Benton the past summer. As this is the head of navigation, in changing their mode of travel there is delay, of necessity, and difficulties arise that need prompt attention. Many of these emigrants, and some of
the residents, are not the be8t friends of the government, and could easily operate on the credulity and passion of the Indians to the great injury of all concm·ned. We do think that a few ounces of prevention just now would save
pounds of cure after a time. Let us here say that the loyalty and moral character of the troops sent, especially the officers, should be of no doubtful kind,
as in that case the object to be secured would be most effectually thwarted.
We should perhaps say that we have been pained to see the elements of this
disaffection toward the government and disposition to take advantage of the
Indians in prejudicing them against the same, manifested both by some of the
residents as well as passers through during the past season.
We have not a shade of doubt but that every interest we may have in the
frieJldship and good of the Indians, whatever in the development of that country, whatever in the navigation and travel of the upper :Missouri, depends
largely on the means used the present season for its protection.
We are sorry M:njor Latta, the agent of the upper :Missouri Sioux, Crows,
nnd others, is not present to join in the above petition, as we were assured from
his own lips, when last seen, that he is most anxious for the accomplishing of
the above object.
Respectfully yours,
HENRY W. REED,
Agent qf Blackfeet Indians.
LA BARGE, HARKNESS & CO.
Hun. W. P. DoLE,
Commissioner if Indian Affairs.
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No. 73.
WASHINGTON CITY,

D.

C .,

]Jiarch 7, 1863.
SIR: Permit me to call your attention to the following extract from Governor
William J ayncs's annual report for the year 1S62, at page 177, as follows:
"I sent you, in September, a copy of a speech made by 'I'wo Bears, one of
the chiefs of the lower Yanctonais. He complains to the agent, Mr. Latta, that
the Great Father has not complied faithfully with his part of the treaty. He
says that those bands who are friendly, and who desire to remain so, were
promised aid and protection against those tribes who are hostile, and who are
intent upon war with the whites and those friendly towards the whites.
"I believe that Two Bears faithfully represents the state of feeling among
the Indians attached to the agency in charge of 1\fr. Latta. It does certainly
seem that the government will not be acting in good faith toward those Indians
unless prompt and efficient measures are taken to place a sufficient number of
troops in that section of our '1-,erritory to awe into subjection the vicious tribes,
who have already committed acts of hostility against the whites and the friendly
disposed bands, and who now threaten war and are endeavoring to unite all the
tribes against the United States government.
"'I'he great number of emigrants who now pass up the 1\fissouri riYer in quest
of the new gold fields, tends to excite the prejudices of the Indian, and to alarm
him with apprehensions that his hunting-grounds are to be inYaded, and that he
too, perhaps, will soon be removed to other and distant lands.
"The altered condition of the state of affairs in the upper Missouri country,
the great number of whites who pass and repass through the Indian country,
and the restless, dissatisfied feelings of the Sioux, all foretell trouble, and finally
a general llldian war, unless the government takes the proper precautionary
measures to preserve and enforce peace.
"I would most respectfully yet earnestly recommend that the attention of the
War Department be called to the pressing, imperative necessity of the establishment of at least two military posts upon the Missouri river-one at . }'ort
Benton, the other within the upper Missouri agency, at Berthold, or near the
mouth of Milk river, (should say Yellowstone 1'low.)
"I do not believe that peace can much longer be maintained in that section of
Dakota without a sufficient force of United States troops to uphold and sustain
the dignity, authority and power of the national government.
"I am well aware of the great demands upon the government and the pressing military necessities of the country. I would not press this application for
troops did I not know the importance of it, and the economy of preventing, by
timely preparation, what will become an expensive and disastrous border Indian
war, unless the proper means are now taken to counteract and pacify the present increasing elements of discontent which constantly threatens to break out
in actual hostilities."
SAMUEL N. LAT'I' A,
United States Indian Agent.
Hon. WILLIAM P. DoLF.,
Commi.ssioner if Indian Affairs.
No. 74.
WASHINGTON CITY, D. C., JJ:Iard 7, 1863.
SIR: I am expected to leave St. Louis on or about the first of April, in
charge of the annuity goods for the Indians of the upper Missouri.
Allow me to say that, inasmuch as a large portion of the Sioux Indians em-
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braced in this agency are hostile to the government, hav,e threatened with violence her agents and all white men fonnd in their country, not connected with
their trading posts; that, while delivering to them their annuities last June, they
notified me that, if I returned with any more, I would do so at the peril of my
life; that they had been informed that the government would, in the end,
demand of them their lands, in satisfaction of the goods now sent them; that
they did not concede the right to emigration to pass through their country, by
1·iver or overland; that it must be stopped, or they would stop it; that, while
the sfeamer Shreveport was passing up the Missouri river, last August, with
gold-seekers, she was several times attacked by Sioux war parties, and was
only enabled to pass by planking up the pilot-house and front end of the boat;
since their murderous acts ia Minnesota, and the fact that a large nnmber of
the fugitives from that State have joined their friends on the Missouri and organized war parties for the purpose of resisting any military force that may pursue
them-these threats should not be disregarded.
I think \Ve have great reason to apprehend that they will destroy any party
of emigrants and seize any government property that may attempt to pass or
be passed through their country.
In view of the above faets, and for this additional one, that last year some
five or six hundred emigrants passed up this river to the gold mines of Washington Territory, as also a large number overland from St. Paul; that it may
be expected a large number will this season attempt to pass through this Sioux
country in the same way; I would, therefore, in consideration of the above
facts, most respectfully urge upon you the necessity of furnishing at least two
military companies to accompany the boat in charge of the government property
through the Sioux country, and, after the delivery of the annuity goods, to be
stationed at the Arickaree village, which is situated on the Missouri river, near
the north boundary of the Sioux country, thus save from destruction those
few friendly Indians, and at the same time give protection to emigrants by
river or overland. This village is about four hundred miles above :F ort Randall, two hundred below the mouth of the Yellowstone river, and at least six
hundred miles below Fort Benton, or twice those distances by water. This
would, then, be a centrnl position for troops, and would afford, with the military
force at Fort Randall, the best protection possible to emigration, by land or by
water.
I would suggest that troops, probably, could be procured from Fort Leavenworth, Sioux Uity, Iowa, or Fort Randall.
Most respectfully, your obedient servant,
SAMUEL N. LAT'TA,
United States Indian A15ent, Upper J.fissouri.
Hon. WILLIAM P. DoLE,
Commissioner if Indian Affairs.

No. 75.
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,

Office if Indian Affairs, January 26, 1863.
SIR: The Secretary of War, in view of the troubles among the Indians bordering upon the upper Missouri, has decided to send troops, in early spring,
for the protection of that neighborhood.
I have, therefore, respectfully to suggest that one company of cavalry be
stationed at Fort Benton, within the Blackfeet agency. As the boat with the
annuity goods for that point will leave Rt. Louis about the 20th of April, the
company could be conveyed on said boat to their destination, and I have been
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advised, from authentic sources, that it will not be necessary for the men to
take any horses, as horses can readily be obtained in that vicinity.
Should you concur in the above, I have respectfully to suggest that the War
Department be requested to carry out the suggestions.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
WILLIAM: P. DOLE,
Commissioner if Indian Affairs.
Hon. J.P. UsHER,
Secretary qf the Interior.

No. 76.
DEPARTMENT OF THE L~TERIOR,

Office o/ Indian Affairs, March 11, 1863.
SIR: Referring to my communication to you of the 26th of J anua,ry last, in
which you were informed that the Secretary of War had decided, in view of the
troubles among the Indians bordering upon the upper Miss·ouri river, to send
troops for the protection of that neighborhood, I have now to enclose herewith
a copy of a letter of the 14th of January last, from Agent H. M. Ree.d and
Messrs. La Barge, Harkness & Co., relative to the necessity' therefor, and have
to suggest that one company of cavalry be stationed at Fort Benton.
I also enclose copies of two letters from Agent Samuel N. Latta, dated the
7th instant, from which you will perceive the positive necessity for at least two
companies of troops being detailed to accompany the boat which, in the early
part of April, will convey th8 Indian annuity goods up the Missouri river, and,
after the delivery of the goods, the troops to be stationed at the Arickaree
village, not only for the protection of the friendly Indians, but also to protect
the agent and his employes and the government property in that neighborhood.
I have respectfully to request that a copy of thia letter and enclosures may
be transmitted to the Secretary of vV ar, for his action.
Very respectfully,
WILLIAM P. DOLE.
Cqmmissioner if Tndian Ajj'airs.
Hon. W. G. OTTO,
Acting Secretary if the Interior.

No. 77.
WAR DEPAR1'MEN'l',

Washington City. JJfarch 24, 1863.
SIR: Your communication of the 16th instant, and the accompanying papers
from the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, have been duly considered.
A regiment of cavalry was ordered to Sioux City, some time ago, to be
ready to co-operate with the forces from Iowa and Minnesota, as soon as the
season opened.
The particular disposition of tl1e troops on the upper Missouri must necessarily
be left mainly to the judgment of the commander of that department, to whom the
subject will be referred, through the general-in-chief, for the necessary action.
Very respectfully; sir, your obedient servant,
EDWIN M. STANTON,
Secretary if War.
The SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR,
Washington, D. C.
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No. 78.
DB~ARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,

Office of Indian A.ffairs, June 19, 1863.
Sm: Referring to my communication to you of January 26 and March 11
last, and accompanying papers, relative to the necessity of troops being detailed
for service in the upper l\Iissouri country for the protection of the whites, peaceable Indians, and government property there, and also to the fact that. it was
understood by this office that the Secretary of War had given orders for the
detail of the necessary number of troops for that purpose, I have now the
honor to enclose herewith a copy of a letter received at this office from H. W.
Reed, csq., United States agent for the Blackfeet Indians, on the subject, for
your information, and with a view of having the attention of the Secretary of
War called to the same.
Very respectfully,
W. P .. DOLE, Commissioner.

Ron. J. P.

USHER,

Sec1·etary of the Interior.

No. 79.
Sroux CITY, June 11, 1863.
SIR : After struggling with wind and water for just about a month from St.
Louis, we are at last this far on our way. We had some thirty soldiers sent as
an escort from St. Louis to St. Joseph, who, no doubt, were of advantage to us
through the country infested by guerillas. Tlwy probably were aware that we
were prepared for them, for though they came twice to where we were lying,
they left us alone, though they robbed some two or three stores in a town about
a mile off. There was not a boat we met for some 70 mil.es but they had shot
into, and seve:ml they had quite riddled. We had hoped l~ere to get a force to
take with us the balance of the route, but every hope in that direction proved
a failure. We had every reason, as we thought, to expect at least 100, more
or less, to accompany us, but cannot get a man. There are some four companies
of infantry, Wisconsin, here, and some three at Fort Randall, besides any
amount of cavalry, and hardly an Indian for some hundred miles of this; and
yet they have no "orders," and, of course, they can do nothing for us.
We have some $70,000 worth of goods, (Indian,) besides other interests; we
have about thirty passengers, including two women and one or two children;
have got to secure and chop our own wood; and Major Latta is to deliver some
$35,000 worth of goods right in the midst of the country said to be possessed
by hostile Indians; and yet, not allowed even thirty soldiers to go along to help
to protect us or our goods.
But General Sully says if we are afraid, we may travel behind him to Fort
Berthold, which, at the rate they have already come, could be reached probably
by next August; tlwn, without water, or escort, provision, or anything, make
our way the best we could to Fort Benton. Of course we shall make all the
provision we can ourselves, and trusting in a gracious Providence and our own
watchfulness, and arriving, do the best we can and go ahead.
I received a letter from you giving instructions on t,!J.e subject of invoices, for
next year, which shall be promptly made out as soon as I learn what they need.
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Accompanying this is the bond of P. Choteau & Co., for license to . trade at
Fort Benton.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
HENRY W. REED,
United States Agent.
W.M. P. DoLE, Esq.,
Commissioner if Indian Affairs.

No 80.
YANKTON, DAKOTA, August 27, ] 863.
SIR: The Robert Campbell, jr., conveying the annuity goodR, left St. Louis
:M:ay 12, and owing to the extra low water, did not reach Fort Pierre until the
20th of June. I met, at this place, a large number of Sioux in a suffering
condition; they represented the seven tribes, and had been waiting over two
months for the arrival of their goods; they received them with many expressions of satisfaction.
'l'hose Indians, particularly the Two Kettle tribe, were greatly exasperated
at the killing of some seven of their number by the troops near Fort Randall a
few days previous. I gave the relatives of the deceased a special present to
reconcile them as far as possible.
'rhis killing I regard as a fatal mistake, or accident, as the case may be, as
they were friendly Indians, and some of them had periled their lives in procuring the release of Minnesota prisoners from the Santres.
\V e arrived at Berthold on the 4th of July, where I found the Man dans,
Gros V entres, and Arickarees, now living in one village, who received their
goods in the most satisfactory manner. 'l'hey were greatly rejoiced at the near
approach of troops, as they were shut off from the buffalo and the "rest of
mankind," and in a starving condition. The Sioux, some several hundred, attacked their village and Fort Berthold a few days before, and had captured
and driven off all their horses, some seventy-five in number, thus leaving them
in a helpless condition.
On the fifth and sixth our boat was attacked by parties of Indians, on the
south side of the river; attempts were made twice to board our boat while
wooding. At night we anchored in the middle of the stream, in company with
the Shreveport. On the 7th, some 50 miles below the Yellowstone river, several hundred Indians stopped the Shreveport, then several miles ahead; when
we came up we anchorP.d alongside of her in the middle of the stream.
The Indians insisted that we land, saying that they had followed us three
days; that we had as well give up, as they had us surrounded, and if we did not
they would take us. I requested the captain to send his yawl and bring aboard
some of the chiefs and headmen, that we could have a talk, and I would make
them a present of sugar, coffee, tobacco, &c., and by this means quiet them.
He comented to do so, and the Indians were informed of the object of sending
the yawl; they expressed their assent, and the yawl was sent with six unarmed
men to work it. The moment the yawl touched the shore several Indians seized
it ; others ran up, shook hands with the men, sprang back and commenced the
slaughter by shooting and stabbing. Instantly we opened fire on them from
both boats with rifles, double guns and three cannon; they left our yawl and
fled into the thick brush close by. Three of our men were killed, and two
wounded, one very badly.
They fired at us and we at them for some time. In the course of some three
hours, the Indians disappearing, we proceeded on our way, expecting to meet
them at the next bend in force, but this was the last we saw of them. They
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were evidently astonished at our readiness to meet tlwm. 'l'hey informed us
that they were of the Uncpa.pa, :Minneconjoux, and Blackfeet tribes. '!'here is
but little doubt, from the new white blankets, cadet coats and pants, that were
worn by many of them, that n. portion of them were of the p:uties who were
present at Fort Pierre eleven clays before, and had received their annuities. I
understunJ from a very reliable source that our Indians say we killed 38,
wounded 40, and killed 5 hor::<es.
On the 8th we arrived at the month of the Yellowstone river; the Campbell
could proceed no further, with only two feet in the channel of the l\Ii::;souri
above. Five days were spent in transferring the Campbell's freight to the
Shreveport, and by her taken np six miles aucl stored at .Fort Union.
I here met the A~sinaboines. waiting for their goods, except one band, which
was at our arri \'al some GO mile::; above. I sent for them, ancl they received their
goods thankfully.
'l'he Crows' goods were transferred by the Campbell to the Shreveport, who
receipted to me for them, then stored them at .Fort Union to await the opening
of navigation in the spring, when they will be taken up to M:ilk river. 'rhe
Crows were above l\Iilk river and near the Muscle Shell; the most of them, however, had not returned to the plains.
Owing to debys and the scarcity of buffalo, we were reduced almost to tho
statving point. Such a drought and extreme heat as prevailed this season was
never before experienced by the oldest inhabitant.
·
General Sully's expedition has reached a point some GO miles above Pierre;
boats can go no further. I will leave in a day or two by boat for Fort Pierre.
111ost respectfully, your obedient servant,
S. N. LA'l'TA, Agent.
Hon. W. P. DoLE.

No. 81.
EPWORTH,

Iowa, August lG, 18G3.

SIR: I think I wrote you from l!..,ort Randall, giving· an account of our journey

to that pbce. After leaving the fort, we made all due diligence to get up the
:Missouri as fast as possible. Stopping at .Fort I.Jierce aud .Fort Berthold for
Major Latta to di~tribute goods to the different tribes of Indians, we fonnd the
friendly Indians quite excited. They haclloug waited, hoping for soldiers to be
sent to help them in defending their families and property agaiust the hoFtJle
Sioux; they stilllwped, haviug heard they were on their -vvay. It was a great
pity we were not allowed one to two companies. as we could have left them jut't
where they were specially needed, and just where, from appearances, they will
not get this season. After leaviug .Fort Berthold we found Lostit~ Sioux Indians
along our way, especially ou the south side of the river. 'I'ltey would. so d.om
show themselves, but tried to shoot the men of the Shreveport, especially w l1ile
they would be wooding from time to time. The t)hreveport had ucen up near
to l!'ort Benton, and returned to meet us, and was now accompanying u::;, aud
generally ahead about 150 yards. Above Fort Be1thold they came out on the
bauk of the river ancl continued to halloo to us for some time, and :::howecl great
signs of friendship, and wnntccl us to come ashore; hey wankd to sec u::;, get
some presents, &t.:., &c. \Ve finally told tlwm, through dr. Cul!Jertson, the only
interpreter we had, that we ·would send a yawl ashore and briug some fi,re or six
of thdr men on board, we being some 100 yards or more off, ag·ainst a sand uar.
\Ve sent the yawl, when, almost as soon a::; it ~::~truck the shore, they ru:shcd on
the men and k illed three, and severely wounded the fourth , so that but t wo men
19 I
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escaped. They got off by one falling down in tlw boat and the other throwing
himself over the side of the boat. Having nea1)y every man armed and prepared against an emergency, we at once fired on them with, pro baLly, 100 guns.
Several were seen to fall, but how many were killed or wounded we could not
le:un, as the bushes were near by, and as soon as they found us so well prepared
to meet them they hurried off, and that was the last we saw of them. We got
to the mouth of Yellowstone, after most untiring effort, especially on the· part
of Captain La Barge, who seemed to know the only channel to be found on the
:M:issouri, about the 7th t>f July. .After passing· the mouth of the Yellov.rstone,
it was found that the Missouri river was extremely low; indeed, loVi·er than ever
known at this season of the year. It was found that even the Shreveport, a
light-draught and sma11 boat, could scarcely get up to Fort Union, three miles
distant, with any load at all; and as the river had been constantly falling, it
was ascertained that there was no hope of getting to Milk river, the next fort
above. Shoteau, with a light-draught boat and not a large load, had just left
his goods on the bank, not being able to get up to Milk River fort. Under these
\ circumstances, especially as there were no team::; at ]'ort Un'ion-and the Indians
(Sioux) weTe all through the country, so that no company could go either with
a :Mackinac boat or by land, with any safety, except under escort-it was thought
not only advisable, but the only course, to stow away the goods and leave them,
may be nntil next t:pring, at Fort Union. rl'he man in charge of the fort said
there was an abundance of room, and there would be no danger unless the Indians should attack the fort; then the goods would have to share the lot of all
the other goods and the people of the fort. The goods arc a1l safdy stored, and
every prospect of everything being right. Of course, Captain La Barge i::> responsible, as the Blackfeet goods are not to their destination nor the bills of lading
receipted; though I must say I never saw men more anxious to get up, nor do
more, night and day, to get along; and could the goods have Leen at. St. Lonis
by the lOth or 12th of April, they no doubt would have been all distributed
before this time. I have done everything that I could to accot:nplir::h the so-muchdesired object, both to the Indian and myself, of distributing, in due time, their
annuitie8, .but have failed; and as there was nothing to be gained by stopping
there, and as I had no way to get to .Fol't Benton, there was nothing left but
to return by the boat as they came back. I reached home about a week since .
.As there were some two or three men that had to go to Fort Benton, as their
fami]i('s and business were there, they expected to start in a day or two, as they
had horses, and hoped, by travelling nights, to avoid the Iudians, I sent letters
to the Indians, stating the case, and what they might expect next spring, and
also what they were expected to do to the whites, &c. I also sent directions
about the fam1, and other matters connected with the agenr.y.
There are sev•ral items that I wish to state, and also be advised about more
fully, before long. One thing is about the farm; another one is the matter of
soldiers being sent up to that country; another is, what course should be pursued with Clark, who is figuri1Jg largely, and last year was one of the partners
of the Fort Benton American Fur Company of P. Chouteau & Co., and who
this year, on a steamer, N clly Rogers, near Milk river, coolly killed a man
by the name of McKensie, under the most aggravating circumstances, as stated
to me by Charles Chouteau himself, as he was a witue:5s to the whole transaction, it haYing occurred on his own boat-.Malcomb Clnrk, I refer to. If anything can be done or said more than has been clone in reference to the goods, I
would like to receive any advice or suggestions.
I will try and make out what report I can, and the estimates especially f01·
another year, soon .
Respectfully, your;;,

HENRY W . REED.
Hon.

WILLIAM

P.

DoLE.
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No. Slz.
OFFICI<.: SuPERINTENDENT oF I~DI .A~ AFFAIRS,

Lca·venwortlt, l{ansas, i:)eptember 24, 1863.
SIR : I have the honor herewith to trammit my annual report for the yea1·
ending September 30, 18G3. ':rhis, as well as the reports of the agents, will
exhibit in detail the condition and prospects of the various Indian tribes in the
southern superintendency.
'l'he O;:;age Indians ar<:> remaining loyal to tl1f~ government, with the exception of Black Dog'::; band, and some of the half-breeds and restless 1:1pirits of
other baudH, 'vho were influenced to join the rebels by misrepresentation made
to them by their former ngent, l\Injor Dorn, and other emissar~es sent amongst
them by the rebels. Jn view of the very important geographical position occupied by those Indians between the white settl<:>ments in southern Kansas and
those within the rebel States, no effort on my part has been spared to counteract the machinations of the enemy, anJ to hold them in loyalty to the United
States government, in which I have been ably a:::sisted by Father Shoemaker
and his associates at the Osage Catholic mission.
'l'he great protection which the Osages have rendered to the southern frontier
for tl1e last eighteen mouths is ample proof to indicate the value of this retention. Last spring tltey nttcrly destroyed a band of nineteen rebel officers, who,
according to the instructions and other papers found upon their persons, were
fully commissioned. and anthorized by the rebel leaders to proceed. to enrol and
organize the rebels in Colorado and Dakota Territories.
'£hesc officers were passing through the 0.3age reservation, and were met by
the Osages near the Verdigris river. Having previously instructed the Osages
to disarm and arrest all ro>~ing bandtl, vagabonds, and thieves that might be encountered by them on their reserve, they very promptly demanded their arms,
and also to accompany them to the military camp at Humboldt. This, of course,
the rebels declined to do; on the contrary, they shot two of the Osages; whereupon the latter, as they said, killed every one of them in return. Major Dondua,
in command at llumboldt at that time, immediately on the receipt of the above
statement, went out scouting with a portion of his command, and actually found
seveuteen of those rebels shot, tomahawked, scalped, and decapitated.
. Had this party of rebels reached the wild tribes of Indians on the plains,
restless and warlike as they arc, anJ organized and led them, a vast amount of
damage would have resulted to the emigration and supply trains destined for the
military posts in New .Mexico, Colorado, and Dakota, and might have co.:;t the
government millions of dollars to have them crushed ont. So important was
this service deemed by me that I immediately called the entire Osage nation in
grand council at Convill's trading· pust to thank them, in behalf of their Great
Father, for so valuable services rendered; and as a compensation thereof, I distributed among· them a number of prcsent8, consisting of clothing, shoes, and
other goods, which was highly appreciated by them, and very encouraging indeed. On the fourth day of July last I again called them together, and invired
them to participate in a grand celebration at Humboldt, to which they responded
to the number of about 2,000. I need scarcely say that the friendship thus
shown, and the presents made them in these two councils, put them in high glee
and good humor, and it is believed has very materially aided to make with them
the late very favorable treaty, in which they cede to the United States over four
million acres of land for settlement by whites, and to colonize upon such tribes
of Indians as, agreeable to a late act of Congress, arc to be moved from Kam;as
to Nebraska. lt is said. that a large portion of these lands arc among the
most valuable west of the Mississippi. The Osages have never been subsisted
as refugees, although those located in the southern portions of their reserve who
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remnincd loyal were compelled to leave their homes. It is but a simple act of
justice to say that Father Shoemaker, :wc1 those a:;:sociaterl with him in conducting the O;:;nge rrds.:!ion, have, for the past ~ixtccn years, labon·d for the education,
civilization, and cbristianization of the Indian~ with the Nt•osho agency, with
snch zeal and devotion as I have rarely seen cqnalled, and the adoption, as far
as practicable in that remote frontier, of the manuullalJOr systrm, by which they
hav<·, to a very great extent, sustained tltat institution, and ·withont which, ·with
the limited support they have received from the government, tl1ey could not bnve
kept np the school. I regard the knowledge of agricultural pursllits and habits
of industry thus incnlcated of vastly more advantnge to the Indians than book
learning. So sensible were tl1e Osages of the beneiits they have been and now·
are receiving from that institution, that tlwre was not the least difficulty in getting them to provide in the late treaty liberally foi· the continuation of the present,
and the erection of another similar institution on their diminished reservation.
The Quapaws, whose reserve is directly south of that of the Osages, have
en ma.- se been driven from their homes, and have been subs!stcd by the government ever since l\Ia"rch, 1862. 'rhey pride themselves upon the f<lct that not
one of t1wir nation has ever occupied a hostile position agaiu~t the United States.
I mmt say to their credit, that, in proportion, a larger number of their tribe have
joined, and is now in the United Statrs sen:ice, than of m1y other tribe.
The Senecas and Shawnees, whose reservation is rather small, but still more
south of that of the Quapa>\'S, have, like mos t of th e tribc·s in the Indian territory, at first yielded to the immense pre~snre which wns brought to bear upou
them by their wily foes, and in the absence of any attempt at protection on
the part of the govcnunrnt, entered into a treaty with the rebels, which latter
were represented by their former United States ageut, .l\Injor D orn. rrhey rccei·v rd one payment of annuity under that treaty. But as soon as tho Union
army made its appearance in that country in sufficient force to protect them, they
promptly returned to their aHcgiance to the old govenuncut. 'J'hey fell back
out of the rebels' reach into Kansas, and no fean:l need now be entertained of
their loyalty in the future.
They, as well as the Quapaws, arc now temporarily occupying a portion of
the Ottawa. rese1 vation in Kansas, and me taken care of by Peter P. Elder,
esquire, their agent.
'l'hc Cherokee nation, under the able leadership of John Ro5s, who has been
their head cl1ief or govunor for forty-two yc::as, and by a recent election, 1vith
great unanimity, re-elec ~ ed for four years more, is by far the most numerous,
civilized, intelligent, 1vea1thy, and int!uential of all the tribes in the southern
superintendency. They resisted the insidious influences which were brought to
bear upon them by Rector, Pike, Cooper, Crawford, all(l other rebel ernissarie><,
for a long time; but beiPg ID(·naecd by a stlong rebel force, they eventually
yielded. Tue1e being no U1.ited States troops near them to aflonl the guarantrc
of piotection to which they were entitled under existing treaty stipulations, and
being constantly assailC'J by threats and violence, they were forced for self-preeetvutiun to yield, and make a treaty with the rebels. But as soon as tho U uion
troops adva11ced iuto the Cherokee tcHitory in sufii~icnt force to protect them,
they promptly retumed to the old govemment, and r8nounced all allegiance to
the n·bel authorities. At tlmt time, one entire regiment of Cherokees, commanded by Colonel Drew, whicl1 had been ostensibly orgauized for the rebel
service, came over rn masse and joined the U11ion forces. That regiment i._;
now known as the 3d lndian, and comm::m Jed by Colonel Phillips; and it h:u;
done excellent aud cffccLive service towai<Js suppresbiug the ~·ebcllion in and
driving lhe rebels out of the Cherokee country.
The Cherokees have, ever since their occupation of the Indian territory west
of the Mississip}-Ji, been diviiled iuto two parties; the one being known as the
Ross or Pin lndian13, and the other as the Riclge or 'rreaty party. The latter,
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under tbe·leadership of Stn.nd \Vatic since the murderof John Ridge, have
nearly all joined the rcb(•h, nnd now form a larg-e portion of the rebel army in
the Indian territory. 'l'hc·y h1.vc committed nearly all the mi:4chief that lns
been clone in the Cherokee con1try, and have driven therefrom all the loyal Indian.· of a,ny prominence. In consc~uence of these and other outrages committed
by said party, it is Lc:lieved th·tt the autJgoni:4m which has Ro long cxi:-;ted betwec·n the two partie:", :lll<.l which ha.s so unfortunately retarded the progrci>S of
tltis grc<tt nation, ha~ Leconw mnre widened, and the feeling so.,nuch more embittered :mel int.eUPiliecl, tltai it is not likely that the parties can ever become reconciled again, and live m:' one nation in the Uherokcc conntry. Separation i:;
therefore unavoidn.Lle and n('cc::;:5ary after the w:tr eloseq; and sound policy on
the part of the Cherokee 1nclin.ns as well as the government, m1d humanity,
would indicate that they t>-hould be provided for with di{l'erent horneo'l, a~ di:'tant
from <·ach other as possible. Any attempt to settle them together would rc::;ult
in a war of extermination amongst themselves-slow, perhaps, but deadly aucl
sure.
A horne could be provid<>cl for the Treaty or rebel party in Texas; a•1cl their
portion of the Cherokee territory might be used in colonizing upon such tribes'
from Knusas and Nebraska as woulcl be agreeable to the loyal CherokeeH, with
whom they could live on terms of peace and friendship. \Vhcn the Union army
first entered the Cheroh.~c country. nearly 1,900 of tho loyal Cherokees, mostly
woHwn and children, moved on the Cherokee neutral lands, about twelve miles
south of .Fort Scott, Kansas, for protection. In October last I was iuformeJ. of
tht>ir arrival at that point. I immediately visited them, and finding them in a
perfect state of destitution, at once mnde provision by advertisement and contr.tct
for their subsistence dm ing the winter; and, at great labor and considerable
expen:::c, procnred from General Curtis at St. Loui>3 a large lot of conde1hned or
damaged ~mny tents to shelter them from inclement winter weather. I also procured and furnished them with clothing, blankets, shoes, and other good~, as far
as the limited means at my command enabled me to do. But to my utter surprise,
about the time the contractors commenced supplying the said Indians under their
contract, the rnilitm·y authoritie~. without notice to or consultation with me or any
of the Jndiun agents, tool· forcible possession of them, and under pretence of restoring them to their homes, run them off to N rosho, one of the worst, if not the
very worst, secession strongholds in Missouri, where supplies of any kind could
not reach them, except at gre,Lt expense and under heavy military escorts; thus
augmenting the already enormous expense of subsisting these unfortuuatc refuget·s. There m:ly lmve been good reasons for this piece of military sta.t<'gy, but
I must confess I could not sec it. I immediately in>3tructccl Ag·cnt Harlan, the
Cherokee agent. wlw at that time ha.cl charge of a portion of the Cherokee refugees at the ~nc and .Fox age·tey, to at once repair to• Neosho and take cltarge
of the Cherokee refng<·es there, and do the best he could for them under the
circumstances. I also detailed Special Agent A. G. Proctor to assist Agent
Harlan.
These Indians remained at Neosho until March, when I received an urgent
appeal from Colonel Phillips, then in comm;md of tliC army of the frontier, to
remove the Cherokees from Neo:::ho to 'I'nhlf•qnah, in the Uherokee nation, at the
ca1lirst practicable moment, and to furHish them with seed::; and agrieultnral implerrH·nts in time to raise a crop; stating alo'\o that the country was clear of r·,bels,
and that. no hindrance stoorl in tltc way to prevent such a, movement. Promising
the ncce~~ary military pmtect.ion, thi:; nrg;ent request w"ts complied with as fully
as pos~ihle, cousideriug the .olwrt time given to prepare.
The Indians were n·movccl, and rea~hed Taldequ·tl1 at the same time 1hat
Colonel Pltillips diJ with hi~ troops in the month ot' April last. But in::-tcad of
:finding the country clear of rebels, as was represented, it was the contrary,
inuslllut.:h as the Indians had barely succ~edecl in getting their crops under way,
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before they, as well as Colonel Phillips with all his troops, were driven into
Fort Gibson, where they were not permitted by the rebels to hold enough territory to graze their stock upon . The consequence was~ the Indians made no crops
for the want of the military protection promised them, and of which they have
so often been deprived siuce the beginning of the war; anJ being ,short of supplies, great sufferings were the result of that unfortunate movement, although ·
I have been, and am now, constantly sending all the supplies there that I can
get transportati~n for, and military e::<corts to protect. The route between Forts
Scott and Gibson, over which the Cherokee supply trains pass, is infested by
ro·ving bands of rebels and bushwhackers-so much so that no communication
can be had without an e;:::cort.
Transportation now, when grazing is good, costs vastly more than subsistence in Kansas; and so soon as the grass is killed by frosts, teams can haul but
a very little more than their own forage to the Cherokee country and back again,
there being not a single acre of land under cultivati~n between Drywood aud
Gibson. How, then, these 7,000 destitute Indians-and the number will increase
in the Cherokee nation-can be subsisted during the coming winter, I am unable
to perceive; and unless the rebels are driven from the Arkansas, and we are favored with an early rise in that river, so that supplies can be shipped to Gibson,
a very large amount of suffering will be unavoidable. It is the opinion of all
those who are best informed in the premises, including Colonel Phillips, that
the only and best policy to pursue would be the removal, for the winter at least,
of all the women and children, and all such other destitute Indians within the
Cherokee country as cannot be made useflll in holding that country, to southern
Kansas, where ample provisions can be obtained, and at low prices. They
could be returned next spring;, in sufficient season to raise a crop for the next
year.
The Creek country has, until very tec0i1tly, remained entirely in the possession of the rebels, and, from what information I have been able to obtain, presents
a scene of the most perfect desolation imaginable. Those few loyal Creeks
who were left behind in the winter of 1861, at the flight of old King 0-poth-leyo-ho-la, with the loyal Creeks, to Kansas, have mostly taken refuge in the
Cherokee country, and are now being subsisted like other refugee Indians in
that country by Agent Harlan, as far as the limited amount of supplies in his ·
hands permits. r.rhe Creeks, by their recent treaty concluded at the Sac and Fox
agency, have ceded to the United States one of the most valuable portions of their
reserve. It lies north of the Arkansas river. Large tracts of the same have been
in a high state of cultivation, and were prior to the present rebellion, principally
occupied by that portion of the tribe which has joined the rebels. 'l'he feeling
behveen the loyal and disloyal Creeks is of the most unrelenting and deadly
character, and, in my opinion, can never be removed. I cannot more forcibly
bring this to your notice, than by calling your attention to an interview that
took place between yourself and. 0-poth-le-yo-ho-la, in the city of Leavenworth,
soon after his successful escape from his country, and the t~rrible conflicts with
the rebel hordes of his own nation, headed by their head chief, the :M:clntoshes,
Albert Pike, and a few 'l'exans. You suggested to him, whenever he and
his people did Teturn to their own countr] , to be merciful to their brethren \\l'ho
had differed with them, and more · part:cularly spare tbe women and children.
"\Yhereupon the old man replied, that when a man has a bad breed of dogs, the
best way to get rid of them is to kill the bitch. The old man is now' dead.
'l'he refugee Creeks who came up with old 0-poth-le-yo-ho-la, from the Creek
nation have furni.:=>hed most all their able-bodieJ men to the army, and the balance, numbering about 3,:200, mostly women and children, l1ave been, anJ are
now,., being subsistf'd by the government at the Sac and Fox agency, where
Agent Cutler cares for their wants.
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The Seminoles are mostly loyal; very few, if any, have ever joined the
rebels. They arc being subsisted like the Creeks, and are in charge of their
agent, Mnjor Snow, at Neosho Falls, Kansas.
'l'he Choctaw nation almost en masse joined the rebels at the beginning of
the rebellion, where they still ·emain. Bnt very few in number have returned
to their allegianee, and arc now being subsisted, with other refugees, at the Sac
and Fox agency. The Chickasaws, as a nation, also declared for the rebel
authorities; only a sma11 portion of them, perhaps 300, have returned to their
allegiance to the U nitcd States, and renounced allegiance to the rebels. 'l'hey
are also at the Sac and Fox agency, where, together with the Choctaws, they
are being cared for by Agent Isaac Colman.
It is believed, however, that many more of the Chickasaws will return to
their former allegiance whenever the federnl army penetrates the Chickasaw
country, and affords them an opportunity to do so.
'I'he Washita and other a~liated bands of Indians have nearly ail remained
loyal to the federal government, excepting the Tonkaways, who, under the
leadership of Colonel Leeper, the former U nitecl States agent for the affiliated
tribes, joined the rebels, and attempted to carry the balance of the bands with
them. This attempt nsulted in a fight ncar Fort Cobb, on the 25th day of
October, 1862, in which the whole of the 'l'onkaway tribe was exterminated,
including Colonel Leeper. Only one squaw was rescued by a 'Shawnee chief,
who afterwards handed me a package of papers belonging to the Tonkaways,
which I now have on file in this office. The affiliated tribes number about
1,900, and are now encamped on the V crdigris river, nenr Belmont, Kansas,
where they are being subsisted and otherwise cared for by their agent, E . H.
Carruth, who is assisted by Frank Doncarloss. A band of the Comauchc and
some other wild tribes belonging to the Washita agency have also been obliged
to leave their country, and have repeatedly asked for assistance to be furnished
them at the Big bend of the Arkansas river, where they are- encamped; but such
assistance has not yet been furnished them.
I am fully of the opinion that if the government, at the breaking out of the
rebellion, had promptly afforded to the various tribes of Indians in the Indian
territory the protection provided for in existing treaty stipulations, and had expelled from the soil of the latter all those persons who held at that time the
positions of superintendent and agents under the United States government, and
who were continued as such by the rebels, and who, together with a lot of
thieves and vag;lbonds, for many years hung around these Indians, ~hey would
all have remained loyal, and gratuitously have furnished to the federal government every able-bodied man that they could have spared for the purpose of
suppressing in, and driving out from their country all traitors. Bnt instend of
doing that, 1he government withdrew from the vicinity of the Indian territory
a.U the Union forces, and thus left the Indians at the m ercy of the enemy.
Hence, the hostile attitude assumed by portions of the tribes referred to was the
result. New treaties were entered into by some of tlwm with emissaries of the
'rebels, under which they actually r eceived one or two pnyments of annuity.
When it is considered that these rebel emissaries were principally m en who have
ht>ld po1'1itions as Indian agents, superintendents of Indian affairs, &c., in the
Indian territory, under the United States government, for many years hack, as
I have already once alluded to, and had ample opportunities to work themselves into the affection and confidence of these ignorant savages, as some of
them are, it cannot be wondered at that they should have pursued the course
they dicl.
.
Uuucr these circumstances, their case appeals strongly to the justice and
magnanimity of the government, for remuneration for the losses of property they
have sustained. The vast amount of suffering and mortality caused by their
helpless condition, ·of course, can never be computed in dollars and cents. But
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it should not be forgotten that many of the southern Indians were in comfortably
good circumstances, particularly the Cherokees, and some of the Creeks and
Seminoles. Having atlopted the habits of industry of the white man, they
were cnlt'vatiog the soil anu owned large he.d::; of stock, such as cattle,
sheep, horses, and mules, for which their country is admirably adapted; and,
through the alternnte occupation of their country by the rebel as well as the
Union force::~, depredntions have been committed of rvcry description. Their
horses have been stole11, and vast herds of their cattle have been, in the most
·wastdul nnd cxtrnn-cg:mt manner, used for subsistence; besides, many were
driven away into Kansas aud sold. 'l'heir buildings and fences have been
destroyed, and tlJC country generally devnstated and pillaged; and it seems to
me that tLe least tho govc>rmnent caa do in the premises, is to restore these unfortunate Indians to their home > cady next spring, subsist tlH' m there nntil they
are enabled to raise a crop, and make them an adequate .compenf;ation for their
severe losses of stock and other property.
I woulu strongly recommend that every possible effort be made to accomplish
the restoration of all the soutlH'rn refugee Indians now in Kansas to their homes
h1 se>ason next. spring, as to enable them to prepare for raising their own breadstuff~.

'l'o successfully carry sue.h a movement into effe ct, the necessity should be
urged upon the \Var Department to seuu to the Indian territory a body of
troops sufficiently large to clear the country of rcbrls, garrison all the posts
there, and establi::;h and garrison such other military posts as will afford ample
protection to the Indians and their homes.
I beg leave to invite your special attention to the report of Jus tin Harlan,
esq., age11t for the Cherokee Indians, from which it appear~ to be manifest that
the financial condition of the trib~ is such, that unless a special appropriation is
made at the approaching session of Congress, they will have to endure sufferings
of the severest cbar:teter, for the want of subsistence and clothing for the coming
winter. 'l'hcir trust fund interest is exhausted, and they are now being subsisted
from funds belonging to the Seminoles, Choctaws, Creeks, and Chickasaws.
'l'o cover the probably large expenditure that will have to be made for the
support of the destitute Cherokees in Knnsas and the Cherokee nation, during
the present fiscal year, a special appropriation of at least 300,000 dollars should
be made by Congress immediately, in order to meet all emergencies liable to
occur on account of the Indian service in the southern superintend<~ncy; and the
further sum of 300,000 dol ars should be appropriated to be applied for the same
purpose during the fiscal year commenciug July 1, 1864, as the trust fund internst of the Cherokees will not begin to be sufficient for their support.
The south<'rn refugee Indians jn Kansas have for the past year been well
cared for. 'l'h eir medical wants have promptly been attended to, and I am
l1appy to say the general health of the same has been much better than during
the previous year, and the mortality much smaller~
I need not add that a general de:::ire is m:mifcsteu by these Indians to be,
returned to their homes at the eadie~t practicable moment.
Agent Elder's report, as well as that of some of the physicians, have not yet
reacl1ed me; they will, however, be forwarded immediately on their receipt at
this office.
All of which is respectfully submitted.
vV. G. COFFIN,
Supe1·intendcnt rif Indian Ajjairs.
Ron. 'VJI.LIAM P. DoLE,

Commissioner qf Indian Affairs, TVasltington, D . C.
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No. 82.
AGENCY, NEAR TAHLAQUAH, CHEROKEE NATTOX,

September 2, 1863.
SIR: In obedience to your instructions, I luwe the honor to submit my annual
report for the year ending September 30, 1SG3. I entered on the disclmrge of
my duty as ag(mt for the Cherokees on the sixth day of Octobnr, 186:2, at the
Sac and Fox Agency, Kansas. I there found about three hundred Cherokees,
mostly women am1 children. rl'hey wrre in want of almost everything but
provisions, of wl1ich a sufficient quanti1y was issued to them we!'ldy. That
portion of the tribe still remains tl1cre under the charge of Agent Colman.
Iu the month of December, 1862, I was ditected by you to remo,Tc to Neot-~ho,
:Missouri, aud takr charge of another portion of the tribe. 'l'hose amouuted to
about eleven hundred, mostly women and cl1ildren. On the eighth day of ,January, J 8G3, I assumed charge of them, a11d found them suffering for clothing
and blaukets, but, as I thought, well fe el. I was afterwards furnish ed with
clothing and blankets by the contractors, but not sufficient in quantity, as these
Indians were daily increasing in numbers. Ea1 ly in April last, for the first
time, I entered the Cherokee Territory aud took charge of the affairo of the
Cherokee Indians. At tliC same time the army, under the command of Colonel
Phillips, entered the Territory and took, and has since held, possession of Fort
Gibson, on the western border of the 11ation.
'l'he military authorities, no doubt, beHcved, and assured me and the Indians,
that with the force they had they wGmlcl be fully able to holll that post, and
protect the Indians in their homes. Under this fair assurance I procmed a
supply of gmden seeds, potatoes, and some farming implements, and caused
them to be distributed as equally as possible and to the best allvanta.ge, and in
due season there was some seed corn in the nation.
rrhe able-bodied men of the Cherokees were nearly aU in the army. The
labor of planting and cultivating devolved almost entirely on the women and
children. 1\Iost of the families, with commendable industry, planted their gardens and fields, and the prospect was fair for gooll crops to the extent planted.
If not enough to supply the Indian families with vegetables and bread, it would
have mitigated to a great extent the destitution which now prevails. About the
21st of l\lay the rebel Indians under the command of Stand 'Vaitee, entered
the Territory and robbed the women and children of everything they could
find, and took off horses, cattle, wagons, farming utensils, &c., drove off the
inhabitants, and laid open their ftrms to be entered anll eaten up by stock.
Crops were not snfficiently forward to mature without further cultivation, and
were consequently mostly lost. Robbing, sometimes murdering and burning,
continued, until abont the fourth day of July, without abatement. Since then
the same has continued, but not to the extent it was before, owing to tl1e fact,
perhaps, that there were a less number to rob, and less to get by robbing.
The military authorities were, or seemed to be, unable, up to the tenth of
July, to atl'ord protection to the nation at their homes. 'l'hqy were compelled
to leave their crops and homes and. seek protection at Fort Gibson. .From this
statement it will be seEn that the Cherokee Indians arc destitute of bread::<tnffs
and vegetables. .Many of their horses have been worn out in the service of the
United States; wnny have died, and still a larger number have Leeu stolen
and taken out of the T('nitory.
'Vhat proportion of their proprrty has been Htolen by white men profesf'ling
to be loyal to the United States, aml what portion lJy the rebel Indians, I have
no mealls of knowing, yet it seem::< to be well known that portions haYe been
taken uy each description of pcr:5ons. Lu.rge h('rds of cattle were raised north
of Grauel river; and when the Indian troubles commenced, two years ago,
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many persons living south of Grand river, and owning large herds of cattle,
f01; greater security from rebel raids removed their herds to the north side of
that river. Now, in that large tract of country, where, six months ago, thousands of cattle grazed, hm;c1ly one can be seen.
'The army has used many for its supply of beef, and nearly all the Indians
have resided south of Grand river, and supplied themselves with beef, and the
rebel Indians have taken many, mostly fi·om the south side of that river.
Probably a majority of the Cherokee cattle south, and all north, of Grand
river are gone, and from the best informatiqn, entirely reliable, I can get, I
·think it safe to say that ~:nore than four-fifths have been taken by white men
professing loyalty to the Unitec1 Statea, or by those in their employ.
In the rebel Indian raids everything which could be found, and which could
be eaten by an Indian; every article of clothing which could be worn by men,
women and child.ren, and every article of bedding and blankets, was eagerly
seized upon and carried away by them. You will see that thrir destitution is
almost complete. Now winter is approaching, and they must soon be supplied,
as well with clothing as with food, or suffering beyond my power to describe
will ensue.
It il:l my duty to report the number of schools, and the progress being made
in ed.ncation, and. also the number of acres of land under cultivation, their
mode of farming, and the kind. and quantities of crops raised by the Indians
under my charge.
'There are no schools in the nation, and school-houses are fast suffering a
general wreck, like all kinds of buildings, fences, &c., in the nation; and there
is not enough farming done this year to show what kind. of farmers they are,
and whether they have anything yet ripe this year is yet uncertain ..
1'heir houses, barns, fences and orchards, after two years of partial or total
abandonment, look as hopeless as can be conceived.
From being· the o11ce proud, intelligent and wealthy tribe of Indians, the
Cherokees are now stripped of nearly all. And from the fact that one-third of
the tribe have joined the rebels and left the 'Territory, to which the loyal Cherokees arc determined they never shall return; they have lost so much in numbers that several tribes are more numerous and more powerful than they, they
have become d.iscouraged, disheartened, humbled, and to a fearful extent demoralized. This is a sad picture, not overdrawn, and which no good man can
see and. not feel real sorrow for their condition.
'l'he Cherokee Indians have not received the protection stipulated in the
treaty ·with them. If they had been protected, thry would have been able
this winter to have lived without any aid from the government. If they are
not protected, they never will, and 'vill have to be fed or allowed to starve.
'The government should send a sufficient force into the 'Territory to overawe
the rebels in their neighborhood, and that force should be continued as long as
the war lasts. Unless that is done, the troops now there had better be withdrawn. 'l'he pottsession by the enemy of the Cherokee country is worth nothing except as a battle-ground.. While \Ye keep only a few troops there, the
euemy takes it as an attack of the country on the other sid.e of the Arkansas
river, a country to them \Vorth d.efencling, and they keep troops to oppose the
attack on the border of the Cherokee country. 'This keeps the Cherokees all
the time uncertain whether they will be able to realize the fruits of their labor.
There is nothing raised. upon which to feed them, uearer than Kansns, at
present. 'The transportation now, when teams can subsist on grass, costs more
than the provisions; and. when grass is gone, I do not think it can be hauled at
all, or ouly at an enormous price.
There are now (and the number will increase) not less than 6,000 Indiant~ requiring full rations. At a very moderate allowance for rations, and transportation added, 1 think a special appropriation should be made by Congress for
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their subsistence for one year, of not less than four hnndrefl thousand dollars,
besides the interest on their trust fund, now apr>ropria.ted for their support.
I hope the Indian department will urge on Congress the necessity of an appropriation, not only for the next fip,cal year, but ah;o an appropriation immediately, for their winter clothing and Eubsistence, of not less than two hundred
thousand dollars.
Their present fund is now exhausted, and yet they have no clothing or
blankets for winter, and not subsistence for more than sixty clays. The specin1
attention of the Indian bureau is respectfully called to both appropriations, and
to urge it on the immediate attention of Congress.
All of which is most respectfully submitted by your obedient Rervant,

J. HARLAN,
U. S. Indian Agent for

tl~e

Ch,erokec Indians.

Col. WM. G. CoFFIN,
Supt. Indian Affairs, Leavenwm·tlt, I(ansas .

•
No. 83.
TEMPORAltY OFFICE, CREEK AGENCY,

Sac and Fox Agency, September .5, 1863.
SIR: In conformity to the requirements of the Indian office, I herewith transmit the following annnai report of the condition of the Indians connected with
the Creek agency now at this place.
Since my last report but few changes of any importance have occurred i n the
condition of these IndianR. The general health of the refugee Creeks during
the past year has been comparatively good; the fatality among them during the
past summer was probably not one-half what it was during· the Eame period last
year, and they seem almost to have recovered from the terrible suffetings they
endured in the fearful exodus from their country. Still the condition of the
refugees is far from pleaRant; the clothing that was distributed to them near ten
months ago, and which consisted of only a part of a suit to each individual, is
now about worn out. l\1any of them are uow almost entirely naked, and all of
them would have been had it not been for the very timely and material aiel they
received from their relatives and friends in the army. A large portion of the
soldiers' pay bas been sent up to the families, and it has clone much to alleviate
their sufl'eriugs.
The destitute condition of these people who, when at home, in point of wealth,
would have compared favorably with any community west of the .Mit~sis"ippi,
coupled with the fact that they arc so far from their country, among strangers,
whose habits are so widely different from their own, makes their situation sad
in the extreme.
'l'he Creeks, together with all the refugee Indians, are anxious for a speedy
return to their country; still, they do not wish or expect to be returned until
the rebels arc driven from the soil: and they can live there in peace.
They expected this to have been accomplished long ere this; and hnd a force
sufficient to have driven the rebels from the Indian country been sent there a
year or Ul_.lwards ago, and the Indians returned to their homrs, the step would
not only have been a ble:3sing to the Indians, but one of inestimable value to tho
government The Creeks, together with other tribes of the southern Indians,
were owners of immcuse herds of cattle; indeed, many of them estimated their
cattle by thou'3ands The Indian coun~ry, which, with 'l'exaf'l, is probably the
finest grazing country in the world, was, as it were, alive with cattle.

300

REPORT OF THE

SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR.

It would, we have every reason to believe, have required but a few thousand
of our troops to have made all the benefits of this vast source of supply secure
to the Union army; instead, it has been of untold value to the rebels. It has
been c::-:timatec.l by those who nrc familiar with the past and present conc.lit.ion of
the Indian country that the rebels have derived supplies of beef from the Indian
country sufficieut for their whole western army. llac.l the country been occupied at any early day hundreds, aye, even thousands, would have joined our
lndb.n regiments, who have since been driven into the rebel ranks.
\V e still hear good reports from our Indian soldiers. In the recent battles in
the nation the Creeks took prominent pirt, and did such effective service as to
elieit the praise of the commanding generaL In onr communications from },ort
Gibson, which are frequent, we hear that many of the Creek::~ who have hitherto
seemingly affiliated with the rebels, are anxious to return to their loyalty, and
that many arc now at that post who have recently placed themselves under the
protection of our forees; a large number of these enlist, and are r:1pidly filling up
our ranks. The general tone of the rebel Indians seems to be desponding, and
apparently but little effort would be required to bring· them back to their loyalty
to the government.
Since my Llst rPport I have o record the loss of one of the principal men of
the Creek nation,. and probably the greatest Indian that has ever li\Ted, 0-pothle-yo-ho-la, who, after having occupied a prominent place in the heart;, of his
people for upwards of fifty years, sank quietly into his grave, apparently from
old ngr.
Since his dcccaBP. I am happy to state that I have been able to heal the dissemions in the nation, which waB occasioned by a few of the towns seceding
with him from the rule of the present chief, and which was apparently tending
to an uncompromising hostility between the two factions. 'l'he whole nation
has recently assembled in council, made mutual acknowledgments, and arc now
living together as one family, with the best of feeling existing among them.
Some of our people arc deriving considerable benefit from small patcl1es of
corn and vrgctablr's raisEd during the past season, but it was impossible to get
a large number of them to take hold of it at the proper time, there being a fixed
belief among them th.1t they would be returned to their country before they
could. realize any benefit from their labors.
The traffic in whiskey is the most serious difficulty we have to contend with
here; all connected with the department arc, and have been, exercising the
utmost vigilance. \Ve have destroyed a number of barrels of whiskey which
we found ncar the reserve, and which was being introduced on the reserve, and
scarcely a week passes but we have some white per~ons arr~ated, and brought
before the commi::0sioner, for selling liquor to Indians. They are put under heavy
bonds, sometime:; entirely ruiued l1y fines and costs impnsecl on them by the
United States .conrts, ami yet, fi·equently, no sooner are they at large than they
return and re-embark in the same nefarious business. · 'l'he fact that it is so difficult to make an Indian testi(y against thc::;e men render it almost impos:-\ible
to ferret out the parties.
·
'l'he census of the refugee Creeks remains about the same. 'Vltile partieR are
continually going do\vn to the army at Fort Gibson, others are coming up from
there, and the n~ports 'brought up by the ln-ttcr are very couflictiug; while some
report extreme destitution exi::~ting: throughout the whole country, others report
}Jlculiful crops south of the Arkansas, and. subsi8tcnce sufficient to carry the
rufugr!es through the winter. Appearances indieate that, unless steps are taken
to return tht' refugees to their homes, we shall have a very large emigration fi·om
there this fall.
The season in the Indian country opens about the latter part of February or
first of l\Luch; aud should their return be delayed until next spring, I fear they
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will not be able to reach their homes in time to accomplish anything for the
next year.
'l'he spring· is usually late in Kansas. 'l'bey probably would not be able to
start before the first of April, if so soon; add to that the time consumed in the
journey, together with the time necessarily occupied in looking around, getting '
located, fixing up, preparing g1otmd, &c., which, with an Indian, being naturally slow to action, would require consid0rable time. I fear the prospect for a.
crop the coming· year would be small, indeed, should their return be deferred
until next spring. \Vith the subsistence already in the Indian country. and
with the free navigation of the Arkansas .river, which a portion of the year if{
navigable to Fort Gib;;;on, I think the refugees could be subsistcu as cheap if
not cheaper than in Kansas. But one seasonable year at home, with proper
protection, is necessary to place them in a condition to provide for their own
wants, independent of the government.
'l'hc Creeks have just completed a treaty with the United States, through tho
Commissioner of Indian Affairs, with which they arc much pleased, and one that
the government can hardly fail to be highly gratified with.
rrhey cede to the government, for the usc of Indians who may hereafter be
moved on to the lands, all that portion of their country lying within the followiug boundary: commencing where the eastern boundary line of the Cref'k nation
crosses the Arkansas river, and running north to the northern boundary, a distance of about twenty-five miles; thence west on said line forty milcP.; thence
south to the Arkansas ri,'er; and thence down said river to the place of beginning.
'l'he pric1~ the government stipulates to give for this land is two hundred
thousand dollars.
'
This is said to be the finest portion of the Creek country. Being the former
home of the rebel half-breeds, it contains many fine residences, extensive farms,
and large orchards of peaches and apples.
· rrhe bottom lands arc said to be equal to any in the west, and the country is
well watered with rmming streams, besides having vast numbers of excellent
cprings. 'l'imber is abundant, and of a superior qualit.y, and, t.nken altogether,
it is a country well calculated to make a pleasant horne for either the white 01
red man.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

GEORGE A. CUTLER,
United States Agent for Creeks.
Col.

WILLIAM

G.

CoFFIN,

Sup' t Indian .AjfaiTs, Leavenworth City.

No. 84.
rl'EMPORARY OFFICE OF CHOCTAW AND CHICKASAW AGENCY,

Sac and Tfox A[5ency, ](ansas, September 2, 1863.
SIR : In conformance with the regulations of the Indian department, I bavo
the honor of submitting the following annual report relative to the Indians
under my charge.
Since my last report no material change has taken place in their condition
more than might be expected from their preP.ent manner of living. "\Vhen in
their own country they were accustomed to living in comfortable bon:;es, \Yith
plenty of fruit and vegetables at their command, whereas here they have bct!n
obliged to live in tents, which were principally those condemned as unfit for
army use, and hardly sufficient to protect them from the inclemency f the
weather. 'l'his exposure, with marked changes in dietetic habit:;, induced considerable sickness, but I am happy to say that the mortality amongst them has·
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been small, owing to the skill and diligent attention they have received from
Dr. Ketcham, the physician in charge at this place.
I desire to invite your attention, aqu through yon the attention of the Indian
department, to the urgent appeals of the refugee Indians under my charge to
be sent to their homes at the earliest practicable period.. They say if they can
get home this faJl or winter they could gather cattle and hogs sufficient to
furnish meat, and at the same time prepare their fields for a spring crop, thereby
obviating the obligation of the government to subsist and clothe them.
I have been informed by a number of Chickasaws who came up from the
nation last June, and since that time, that the Chickasaws have a secret loyal
league ready to join the Union forces as soon as they reach their country.
Many of the original bloods belong to that league. Among them is mentioned
Robert Love, a very influential half-breed; John Anderson·Hocricher, Cockuntubbe, and James Gambrill, formerly United States interpreter. Colonel Phillips, of the third Indiana Tegiment, confirms the statement of these men, and
affirms that th~ Tebels have a battalion of Texas soldiers stationed in the Chickasaw nation to watch the movement of that loyal element.
I would most respectfully recommend that the attention of the War Department be called to the necessity of opening the navigation of the Arkansas river
at the earliest practicable period consistent with the interest of the government.
Also to garrison Fort Smith and such other points as may be deemed necessary
to protect the transportation of supplies for the army now in the Indian country and for the refugee Indians as soon as they are returned to their homes.
'l'he Indians are willing to transport their supplies fi·om Fort Smith to their
Tespective homes without cost or expense to the government.
To render protection to the. loyal Indians in the western divisions of the
Indian territory, namely, the Chickasaws, Seminoles, Shawnees, and Delawares,
it would be necessary to garrison Fort Wichita and also Fort Arbuckle with
small military forces, aided by the loyal Indians. 'l1 h us government authority
would. soon be re-established, and the refugee Indians moved to their homes
with perfect safety, and where with a very little aid they could re-establish and
maintain their government.
Since my last annual report the Chickasaws under my supervision have increased in number by emigration to two hundred and twenty-five souls. Besides
these, I havf:: also taken care of the Kickapoos, Euchees, and part of the Cherokees, all of whom are refugees, and number about nine hundred souls.
All of which is respectfully submitted by your obedient servant,
ISAAC OOLElVIAN,
U. S. Indian Agent, Clwctaws and Cltickasaws.
Hon. v'ilJLLIAM G. CoFFIN,
Superintendent Soutltern Superintendency.

No. 85.
OFFICE oF ATTENDING PHYSICIAN FOR SouTHERN REFUGEE INDIANS,

Sac and Fox Agency, ](ansas, September 15, 1863.
Sm: In c~mplian'ce with the requirements of the Indian department, I submit
th~ following annual report of the sanitary condition of the Indians over whom
I am placed.
Acting under the instructions of the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, I, in
July, t862, proceeded to vaccinate the Indians which were stationed at LeRoy;.
and after having made subjects of about six hundred, consisting chiefly of the
affiliated tribes, my services, in union with Dr. S. D. Coffin, were rendered in.
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the capa.city of a regular administering attendant, during which time I not only
gave medical attention, but also vaccinated a large additional number, in the
performance of which ::;upcrstition and prejudice were the contending ~ements,
which I am happy to say were to a great degree overcome.
The privations and cxpoaure to which they were subjected in seeking refuge
from their rebellious brothers induced a prevalency of disease which l'equired
the most diligent medical attention 'up to December last, since when the alleviation renders them comparative comfortable, being still, however, subjects of
a:ffiiction, but probably not to a greater extent than their usual habits of living
produce. Under my professional supervision there arc the Creeks, Cherokees,
Chickasaws, Euchces and K.ickapoos, numbering in all upwards of five thousand.
The prevailing diseases by which they are affiicted are pneumonia, intermitting,
remitting and typhoid fever::~, scorbutis, ophthalmia, syphilis and gonorrhce.1.
Parati~us and mosbili during the last fall and winter became prevalent, but at
the present time there arc but few cases. In the treatment of Indian patients I
have endeavored to exercise due caution as to the employment of such medical
agents. which are the best alhpted to their e xposed manner of living, and to
my satisfaction the majority of cases have yield ed under the treatment.
At the outset of my duties with these people I found them stubbornly unwilling to yield up their superstitious mode of healing the sick, and adopt the
scientific, but continual associations elicited their confidence, and now I find
them very solicitous for medical attendance.
I am, sir, truly yours,

H. C. KETCHAM:,
Attending Pkysicianfor tlte Southern Rifugee l11,dians.
A. J. CoFFIN, lVL D.,
.
Directing Soutlurn Rifugec Indians.

~0.

86.

TEMPORARY SEMINOLE AGENOY,

Neosho Fulls, ](an~as, September 4, 1863.
SIR : In compliance with your instructions and the regulations of the Indian
department, I submit the following as my second annual report.
'l'he condition of the Seminoles bas undergone no mat•~rial change since my
last report. That portion of the said Indians who were driven from their homes
by the rebels, and came to Kansas for refuge, are still rcm·1.ining under my care
near this place. I am credibly informed that nearly two-third:; of these
Indians, as well as all their negroes, have left their country and come here to be
IJrotected by the government. Nearly all the able bodied men of tho tribe
have joined the army. 'l'hey arc now with the army of the frontier, and are
doing excellent service in clearing out the rebels from their homP-s. 'rhere are
now in camp near this place about 760 souls; their numhm-s have decreased
considerably since my last report, about one hundred having joined the army
the past year ..
'l'he general health of the Indians has been rem:u·kably good and the mortality among them quite small, much more so last year than it was six months
previous thereto. 'l'hcy have been well fed, clotheu, and their medical wants
well attended to. The consequence of which is tlutt they feel well contented,
yet the early return to their homes is waited for by them with the greatest
anxiety.
As these Indiam: are unsettled, all mechanical, agricultural, and educational
pursuits have been neglected; but had I, as well as the Indians in my charge,
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known last spring that they were to remain in Kansas during the past Rumrncr,
suitable farming utensils would have been procured, with which they could have
been cn~~tbled t> wor ~, and have raiscJ enough corn and vegetables to have kept
them duri 1g the approaebing winter.
I would most rc:::pectfully recommend that aU possible means should be used
in returning the Seminole refugee Indians to their homes in sufficient season
next spring to enable them to make the necessary arrangements to raise their
own bread~tuffs.
Very respectfully, your obedient srrvant,
G. C. SNOW,
U. S. Indian Agent.
W. G. CoFFIN, Esq.,
Lupcriltt(·ndent Indian Affairs, Leavenworth, J(ansas.

No. 87.
OFFICE 'J'EMPORAHY WrcHI'I'A AGENCY,

Belmont, TVoodson C. unf.IJ, J(ansas, September 6, 1863.
Sm: rrhe refugees connect1·d with this ngeucy reeeived a large accession to
their uumber Deecmber 7, 1862. I had at tlw.t time just returned fi·om tho
Indian country, and was directed by you to take a ceusus of the refugees arriving, whieh I did. By the time, however, that their clothing and presents
reaclH'U them their number ha.d largely increased, so that the amount founded on
the first census was eulirdy iuadeqm1te to tlH'ir wants. Belmont was made a depot
for supplies, and the lnui:ms wintered at the V erdigri:; and Fall rivers, tea to
tweuty miles from this point. In April a council \vas held with the Osngcs,
anJ in l\Iay one was lwld by your orders on the Arkansas river with the
Comanches and Caddocs of this agt•ncy. A report of these you have already
in your possession. The health of the refugees here has been good until very
recently. 1 t ia now impossible for any physician to attend to them alone.
Agurs aud bilious fevers are the principal diseases prevalent.
Colonel D. B. Corwin, of the 5th Micl1igan regiment, is now recruiting here.
lie h: s one full company organized anJ armed, which is now at :Fort Scott;
another company is nearly full.
The !Jrcseut number of Indians rceriving supplies from this point is 1,992.
'l'here ha8 been some trouble between th ese Indians and other tribes on
account of cattle driven from the Creek and Cherokee nation by Shawnees,
Kickapoos, and other t ribes.
I wrote to Cnlond Phillips, commanrling in the Indian country at the time
thi:~ trouble commeJ1Ced, and called on Captain Dondua when he was ordered to
Humboldt, in reg·md to the matter. I believe that none of the Indians of this
ageucy are now engaged in the traffic, nor do I think they will be unless urged
by 'd1ites, w l10 fnmit-h th<:m a market for the property.
'l'hey are anxious to return to their home:::, and wish to go by the most direcL
route whcu they ::start. 'l'hey can move themselves if they can save their ponies
thro•.gh the w.intcr.
V cry respectfully, your obedient servant,

llon. vV. G.

E. H . CARRU'rH,
U. S. Indian Agent.
CoFFIN,

Superintendent Lnd1"an Ajf"aira.
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No. 88.
OFFICE OF NEOSHO I.:\TDIAN AGENCY,

September 20, 1863.
SIR: I submit herewith my annual report of the condition of the Indians
under my charge. No material changes have occurred since my last annual
report worthy of note. 1'hey are at peace with all tribes and people except
rebels.
The destitute refugee Indians belonging to this agency remain on the Ottawa
reservation, and have provi~ed themselves with comfortable houses, :!nd are well
and amply supplieu with subsistence and a limited quantity of clothing.
The health of the refugees is much better than last year, and rendered so by
the faithful services of their attending physician and their much more comfortable and less exposed condition than one year ago. The strange attachment of
these Indians to their country and homes from which they were driven, and
their great desire to return thither, continues unabated ; yet they must be satisfied that peace and security to themselves, families, and property has been fully
restored before they will return.
Their relations with the Ottawas will render their remoYal from their lands
necessary early in the spring, but the return to their own country will entirely
depend on the success of the federal arms in restoring tranquillity there
These Indians have attained a degree of civilization, a knowledge of agriculture and domestic economy truly commendable, and when tranquillity and
security shall invite their return and their lost property restored, they will only
need a well-regulated school among them to place them in a happy and prosperous condition for the future. The resident Osages have continued the faithful
allies of tlte government, and seem to feel more strongly that they are a part of
this great republic, and, under the direction of the military, have been the only
protection to our southern border against the frequent incursions of rebel
guerillas. Faithful to the instructions from this office, they captured and killed
twenty rebel officers and soldiers in June last, who were travelling across their
country for the purpose of plunder, and their intrepidity in this gallant act
greatly terrified the rebel guerillas, and prevented a repitition of those raids.
The importance and value of the papers found in their possession, and faithfully
delivered to the nearest military commander, was properly appreciated by him.
The friendship of this nation for the United States, except about one thousand
who went south in 1861, is undoubted.
The total number of Osages in 1859 was about three thousand five hundred,
but now is about two thousand nine hundred, a decrease in number of about six
hundred; about one thousand of which went south prior to the commencement
of hostilities, and as yet but about one hundred have returned to their country.
I have been unable to ascertain that any portion of the one thousand who remained south have ever committed any overt act against the United States, and
only the guilty conscience admonishing them of having pursued a course against
the counsels of better Indians prevent their return.
In the month of February a difficulty occurred between the Osages and
Shawnees, on account of an Osage killing a Shawnee on the plains, which at
one time bore the appearance of hostility. A council was called at Belmont, in
April, of the two tribes, and, in connexion with Agent Carruth, amicably arranged the unfortunate affair.
1'heir treaty recently concluded at LeRoy gives general satisfaction, and will
ultimately establish them in their diminished reservation, with the means and
facilities provided therein, in a condition to secure their future happiness. The
large amount of valuable lands thus acquired by the United States wm facilitate
the future settlement of other J ndians in that desirable locality, and relieve not
20 I
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only the Indians, but the government, of the difficulties long existing about
white settlements on their lands and in their midst.
Contiguous settlements of whHes and Indians is fraught with great danger,
disadvantage, and injury to the Indians, and engenders a feeling of animosity
among both much to be deprecated.
The property of these Indians consists mostly in horses, ponies, and mules,
of which they have large numbers, and of a superior quality.
The interests of agriculture have been entirely neglected by the Indians
within this agency, on account of the disturbed condition of their country,
which is no fault of theirs.
I transmit herewith the annual report of the superintendent of the Catholic
manual labor school. My observation for the few years I have been connected
with the Indian character and tendencies convinces me that the true and surest
road to civilization through which the benighted red man of the west can pass
is that made by the Catholic church. Their hti.mane efforts and exemplary
intercourse and faithful teaching have made an observable impression, and are
more favorably received than that of any other religious denomination. That form
of worship is peculiarly adapted to the nature of the Indians, and the habits of
civilization have been, and will continue to be, more thoroughly disseminated
among the Indians through this channel than by any other agency. The total
number of scholars is one hundred and forty-one, (141,) in constant attendance,
and would be much larger if the building and other facilities would admit. The
whole institution is a model of industrial habits, cleanliness, order, and system,
and reflects credit on its worthy superintendent and all connected with its manag·ement.
'.rhe decline of rebel power, in:ijuence, and ravages, the prospects of peace
with the Union unimpaired, and the destruction of its enemies, will give courage
and convey joy to the loyal Indians as well as the whites.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
P. P. ELDER,
rJnited States Indian Agent.
"\V.l\L G. CoFFIN, Esq.,
Superintendent qf Indian Affa~·rs, Leavenworth, ]{ansas.

No. 89.
OSAGE CATHOLIC MISSION,

August 10, 1863.
SIR : I submit to you the following report of the Osage manual labor school.
Seventy Osages and seven Quapaw male pupils are in constant attendance, and
in the female department sixty Osages and four Quapaw pupils. 'I'he female
children, under the care of nine Sisters of Loretta, are instructed in reading,
writing, arithmetic, geography, and Christian doctrine; they are also carefully
trained to habits of industry, sewing, knitting, and all kinds of needlework.
They are so managed as to make all the articles of clothing used in both departments. . Many of the male children read and write well. They readily answer
and compose questions of arithmetic. Being frequently exercised in composition, they take pride in writing frequently letters to their friends. Osage children have an unusual happy memory whilst at school; they answer with great
ease long questions of geography, and are familiar with the English grammar.
But this knowledge is also soon forgotten; the Christian doctrine, which is
their daily study, seems better to adhere to their memory .
.As the OsagE> country has been exposed to great dangers during the last two
years, it is easily accounted for why the number of pupils has rather decreased
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Should God withdraw his chastening arm, and restore happiness to our country,
I feel confident that within a short time the number of pupils will be doubled or
trebled, provided we have means to accommodate them. May we not hope that
in the next treaty with the Osages a larger amount of money will be made
available for educational purposes 1
Respectfully, yours,
JOHN SCHOEN11IAKER.
P. P. ELDER, United States Indian Agent.

No. 90.
OFFICE OF THE DIRECTING PHYSICIAN FOR THE REFUGEE IXDIANS,

fouthcrn Superintendency, Le Roy, Kansas, September 25, 1863.
SIR : In accordance· with instructions received from you at Leavenworth, the
1st of January, 1863, I at once proceeded to the Sac and Fqx agency, situated
in Osage county, Kansas. Here I found near four thousand refugee IndiansCreeks, Seminoles, Chickasaws, Cherokees, &c.-under the medical care of H.
C. Ketcham, 1\L D., resident physician. I next visited the camps near Bellmont, Verdigris, and Fall rivers, in Woodson· county. At these points I found
near two thousand souls belonging to the Shawanoc, Delaware, Cherokees,
Witchita·s, Kaicheyc, Tonkwas, Aieneye, and other affiliated tribes. From this
point I passed to Neosho Falls, in the same county. Ncar nine hundred Seminoles are here encamped. The next point visited was near Ohio City, Franklin
county, on Marais des Cygnes river. Showanoes, Cayugas, Senecas, m:d
affiliated bands, to the number of eight hundred or more, are here encamped on
the Ottawa reservation.
By your further instruction, given first of M:arch, 1863, I visited Neosho,
situate in southwest Missouri. Occupying the deserted homes of rebel proprietors, I found above nine hundred Cherokee refugees, constituting the inhabit,ants of this once flourishing county-seat.
Iu accordance with your special instructions, in company with the respective
interpreters, I visited every, or nearly every, family belong·ing to these various
encampments, and minutely inquired into the social and sanitary condition, also
what steps were required to better the present and futnre status of these
hapless exiles.
Ancient superstitious traditions constituting very nearly their entire education, driven from their cherished horres by this gigantic rebelliol)., compelled to
abandon their entire personal property, a'1d to take up their abode among strangers, and in a land not their own, surrounded by soulless, God-forsaken sharpers,
who eagerly embraced every opportunity to swindle and defraud them, and not
receiving at once that protection from govermrent which they deemed their due,
it is not cause of surprise that they should shrink from, and view with a jealous
eye, every effort to introduce among them social or sanitary regulations, though
eventuating in their good.
.
Now, after visiting the en~ampments of this people frequently for the past
nine mouths, carefully studying their character and habits, and using every
means in my power, through the agency of the authorized Indian agents located
at the several points, as well as the various interpreters, to enable them to understand the absolute necessity of introducing hygienical and sanitary regulations
amongst them, I find it next to impossible to practically succeed. Time and
unfaltering perseverance alone can ultimatel3' establish these greatly needed and
much desired regulations. }"'or the present we must accommodate ourselves to
their (to ns aimless) whims and nonsensical caprices.
Counected with the medical department of your superintendency I foun:l, on
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examination, but two resident physicians-H. C. Ketcham, M.D., located at Sac
and Fox agency, and A. Venard, M. D., located at Bellmont. On examination
I found Doctor Venard very inconveniently located in respect to his patientsthey being encamped twenty miles east and west of Bellmont, and very few nearer
than twelve miles; and there being but little sickness among the refugees at that
time I dispensed with the services of .Dr. Venard, officially notifying you of the
facts at the time.
At Ohio City I found D. B. Swallow, M.D., occupying the position of resident
physician, but having no commission bearing your signature, or that of any
other proper authority. This matter has since been officially adjusted by you.
At Neosho Falls I found A. McCartney, M.D., in care of the sick among the
1·efugees there encamped, but having no commission. He was eng-aged by Major
Snow, agent, by your consent, without any fixed salary, but to be reasonably
compensated for all services rendered. Finding him qualified, and there not
being sufficient businesti at that point to justify the appointment of a regular
physician, I continued his engagement for the time, his compensation as before.
Up to the 1st of April, 1863, I supplied all the refugees at Bellmont, Verdigris, and Fall rivers with all the medicines needed, by preparing the same
and depositing it with the agent and interpreters, and giving them the necessary
instructions. On the 1st of April, finding disease prevailing to too great an
extent for me to attend to, and perform other duties pressing upon me, I appointed J. B. Lockwood, lVL D., resident physician at Bellmont, and officially
notified you of the fact in due time. The condition of the refugees largely demanding it, near the middle of May I appointed D. B. Swallow, l\1. D., resident
physician for Ohio City, and transmitted to you official notice of the appointment. Sickness being· largely on the increase at Neosho Falls, on the 1st of
July, 18G3, I appointed A. McCartney resident physician for that point, of
which you received official notification.
The refugee Cherokees who were located at Neosho, Missouri, were restored
to their homes the first of April, 1863, and on the first of May, 1863, you appointed W. B. Smith, M.D., resident physician for them, and ordered him to
'raliqua, C. N. He remained but a short time at his post, and Teturned.
Since the return of Doctor Smith, no physician has been employed for the
Cherokees near Taliqua. Of their condition I know nothing, not having
visited them.
'l'he diseases prevailing to the greatest extent among this people are purely
gastric or gastro-enteric in their character, and the result of the irregularity in
the amount of nutriment contained in any given measure or weight of food
supplied them. To illustrate: flour made from damaged grain is issued; it contains but little nutriment. 'l'he Indian is accustomed to animal food. Now, to
satisfy the demands of his system he must consume a large quantity; undue
distention of the stomach is the result, and great irritation, if not severe inflammation, the natural and inevitable consequence. Or lean, inferior beef is issued.
'l'he proportion of bone is so great that seven-day rations are consumed in four,
if not in three, days, and the remainder of the seven day~ must be passed without animal food. Excessive hunger is the result, and, when the sufferer receives
his next supply, he gorges to satisfy, and a severe, if not fatal, attack of gastritis or gastro-enteritis is sure to follow. 'rhis cause gives the physician more
annoyance, perplexity, and anxiety than all others combined.
'l'hp, type of disease second in importance is pneumonia. 'l'his results from
exposure to atmospheric vicissitudes, with but very inadequate protection
by clothing, tents, or other habitations. 'l'his type is, of all others, th~ most
fatal to Indians, according to my observation. Specific diseases may be found
to prevail among the refugees to about the same extent as amongst the lower
class of Anglo-Americans, and of the same obstinate, rebellious character. Fevers,
ague, rheumatism, and, in fact, cases of every type of disease prevalent in the
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district in which these tribes are located, may be found amongst them to some
extent. There is no type of disease peculiar to, or idiopathic amongst, them.
As a general rule, the amount of medicine required to produce a given effect
on white men must be doubled when applied to Indians ; and owing to the impossibility of governing the appetites and actions of these superlatively wretched
beings, the physician is compelled to forego the use of many standard remedies
that, under other circumstances, would promptly relieve their sufferings. Totally
unacquainted with most of the remedies now used for the restoration of health,
and having suffered incredibly at the hands of the soulless characters who £nd
their way amongst them, it is no cause of surprise that the resident physician
£nds the " Ingun Hilliswa" more patronized than himself.
By reference to the dates of the invoices of purchases of medicine for the
refuges, you will £nd the quantity required for any given time is constantly on
the increase. \Vhy is it so 1 The cause is obvious: deprived of comfortable
houses, of their accustomed food, forced to use the same diet for months without
change, compelled to take the earth for a bed, with but a miserable excuse for
a roof above them, their social relations rudely broken up-in short, subject to a
combination of mental and physical causes sufficient to crush an iron constitution, it is no cause of surprise, or matter requiring abstruse investigation, if we
£nd them falling victims to maladies that otherwise would not be regarded. No·w,
afortiori the quantity must continue to increase, as must the fatality attending
ordinary diseases; but give them a frequent change of diet, good tents or cabins, the
assurance of speedy return to their homes, and before the snows of winter shall
clothe the prairies, the amount of medicine and medical attention will be reduced
to one-fourth of the present.
Presuming upon your being but imperfectly acquainted with the medical
agents required and used in Indian practice, I would state that none but standard articles of the best quality are purchased; consequently .. the druggist cannot
afford them at the same prices as when a greater assortment is taken. This at
once accounts for the large outlay for medicines.
rro obtain an accurate census of the living, or a correct list of the dead, has
thus far proved impracticable. The number of deaths since January 1, 1863,
as near as 1 have been able to obtain it, is over two hundred, ,vbile the births
do not amount to eighty.
Respectfully submitted.
A. V. COFFIN,
Dire~·ting Physician. '
Colonel W. G. CoFFIX,
Superintettdent of Indian Ajj'airs.

No. 91.
OFFICE SuPERI~TENDENT oF INDIAN AFFAIHS,

LeavenwoTth, ]{ansas, January 5, 1863.
SIR: I have the honor herewith to enclose a copy of a communication that I
addressed, on the 29th day of December, to :Major B. T. Henning, at Fort
Scott, who is in command of that post, asking him to furnish transportation for
supplies to the refugee Cherokee Indians at Neosho, Missouri. Although I have
no written reply from the major, but in several personal interviews which I had
with him when at :E ort Scott he agreed to furnish the transportation asked for.
Also a copy of ihstructions given Agent Jus tin Harlan, on his departure for
Neosho, Missouri.
A. G. Proctor and Justin Harlan had started, on the 1st of Jauuary, for

,
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Neosho, together with the remainder of the Cherokee refugee Indians, with an
escort of United States soldiers.
Major Henning informs me that the number of the Cherokee refugee Indians
amounts to nearly twenty-two hundred and fifty, (2,250,) which is about five
hundred more than we estimated for in our estimate for supplies of all kinds for
the present quarter ..
I have instructed Agent Harlan, as soon as he reaches Neosho, to take a correct census of said Indians, and forward the same to me. Should such a census
exhibit the number of Indians above mentioned, an additional quantity of goods
and supplies will be required for the same.
As Neosho, Missouri, ie contiguous to the Indian territory, there will he a
constant increase of these Indians in numbers, owing to the fact that said territory is a perfect desolation, and the few Indians who are yet there are in a
state of starvation. While the Cherokee Indians were located at Drywood,
A. 1\L Jordan, esq., has been acting as special agent to them. Agent Harlan
had charge of the Cherokee and Kickapoo refugee Indians at the Sac and Fox
reservation; but when the refugees at Camp Drywood were removed to Neosho,
Missouri, Special Agent Jordan refused to accompany them to that point, and
therefore I filled his place with A. J. Proctor, who is an accompli~hed young
man with fine business qualifications; and as Agent Harlan is advanced in years,
and has been very much afflicted lately with inflamatory rheumatism, he will be ·
a great help and a good assistant to him. 'rhus it will be seen that the number
of employes has not been increased, Mr. Jordan having withdrawn.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
W. G. COFFIN,
Superintendent qf Indian Affair.'?.
Hon. W. P. DoLE,
.
Commissioner qf Indian Affairs.

FoRT ScoTT, KANSAS, December 28, 1863.
DEAR Sm: As the military authorities have taken charge of the southern
refugee Indians under my care at Camp .Drywood, twelve miles south of this
point, (on their OV\jllands,) and have taken them to Neosho City, in the State
Qf Missouri, which, I learn, is a rebellious district and dangerous locality, so
much so that the necessary goods, clothing, and subsistence cannot reach them
only under a strong military escort, and as I have, under the advice and direction of the Secretary of the Interior and Commissioner of Indian Affairs,
advertised for sealed proposals, and made a contract, which has been ratified by
said Secretary and Commissioner, for goods, clothing, and subsistence for said
Indians at Camp Drywood, which contract was being carried out by the contractors until arrested by the sudden and, to me, wholly unexpected removal of
said Indians, I most respectfully ask that you will furnish the necessary transportation to convey the goods, clothing, and subsistence to them, together with
Judge Harlan, United States Indian agent for the Cherokees, and A. G. Proctor,
who, in view of the dangers and difficulties attending the proper duties of ·the
agent in that dangerous locality, I have appointed a special agent to assist Judge
Harlan, and I also ask that you furnish a sufficient military force for the safety
and protection of said refugees, together with their supplies and properly
authorized agent, so long as the Indians and agents remain there, or wherever
the military authorities may hereafter see proper to take them. And, as the
removal of said refugees has been purely a military movement, without any
consultation, advice, or consent of the officers of the Indian department, in
whose charge they properly were, I most respectfully ask that all the aclclitional
expense of transportation, escort, military protection fund, &c., &c., rendered
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unavoidable by said removal, be charged to the War, and not to the Interior
Department.
All of which is respectfully submitted by your obedient servant,
W. G. COFFIN,
Superintendent of Indian Affairs, Southern Superintendency.
Major B. T. HENNING,
Commanding Post at Fort Scott.

FoRT ScoTT, BouRBON CouNTY, KANSAS,

December 29, 1862.
SIR : As a large portion of the Cherokee refugee Indians belonging to your
agency have been removed by the military authorities from Camp Drywood,
on their own lands, to Neosho City, in the State of Missouri, you are directed to
proceed to that place with the next military tncin that leaves this post, and take
charge of the said refugee Indians, and such other Indians as may reach that
point from the Indian territory, as also of the goods, clothing, shoes, &0., which
will be forwarded by the same train. You will distribute said goods to the
best advantage among those Indians. Should the number of the refugee Indians
be as large as has been reported to me here, and you find a deficiency of goods,
you will, on reaching there, take a census and forward a copy of the same to me,
together with a statement showing the quantity and the kind of goods that
may be deficient to make them reasonably comfortable.
The subsistence necessary for said Indians will probably be purchased and
furnished by Stellaner & Brother, the contractors for furnishing sup plies for
the southern refugee Indians; but should you at any time get short of such
supplies, you are herewith authorized and directed to purchase or procure what
is necessary and useful for that purpose from any funds that may be in your
hands for the Indian service; and in case of necessity, you may also draw on me
for more funds from time to time, or as they may be needed.
As the duties and labors devolving upon you at Neosho City will be responsible and great, I have thought proper to appoint A. G. Proctor, esq., as special
agent, or your assistant. Mr. Proctor will accompany you, and be subject to
your orders and directions.
You are required to keep a careful record of all your transactions, and report
them, as well as the condition, prospects, and your opinion as to the best course
to be pursued in regard to said Indians, having in view economy to the government as well as the interests of the Indians.
You are also requested to carefully guard against letting vicious white men
frequent the camps of said Indians for the purpose of preventing the former from
selling intoxicating liquors to the latter, and prejudicing the same against those
whose duty it is to supply them and look after them. I would respectfully recommend that you exclude all those persons from the Indian camps who have no
business there, but receive, take care of, and distribute all goods and supplies to
the Indians yourself, with the assistance of l\fr. Proctor, and tolerate no interference with your duties from any quarter.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
WILLIAl\I G. COFFIN,
SupeTintendcnt of Indian A.ffaiTs, Southe'rn SupcTintctldency.
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No. 92.
LERoY, CoFFEY CouNTY, KANSAS,
February 7, 1863.
DEAR SIR: Just as I was leaving Leavenworth I learned that some of the
wild tribes of Indians on the Verdigris and Fall rivers had been making raids
into the Creek and Cherokee country, jayhawking property, whatever they
could find, bringing it up to their camps, and selling it to white men. In one
instance they sold some cattle to a white man, he sold them to the contractor,
and they fed to the Indians. I made niy way as quick as possible to them; I
found that a band of the Keechies and To-wa-ka-naws had recently made a raid
down into the Cherokee country, had murdered a good Union man there, captured two young women, a mother and two children, one twelve and the other
two years old. In coming up they dropped the mother, telling the other persons she froze to death. The little boy, t'"·o years old, they slung as far as they
could into the brush. His older brother informed me he attempted to go to him,
but they drew their bows and arrows at him, and he had to leave him. They
stripped him and the young women nearly nal{ed, leaving them no shoes or
stockings, althoug·h the weather was very cold, and brought them up, and the
agent, Carruth, of course, took t.he prisoners from them.
I talked with all three of the prisoners. One of the women talks good English, and is quite intelligent. The information they give of the destitution and
suffering of the few left in the Indian country is truly deplorable. They say
they have nothing to eat there in the shape of breadstuffs but a little corn that
they had been able to conceal from the ravages of the rebels ; and what few
cattle and hogs they had were so poor, they would not have them. They say
that none within their knowledge have. enough to do them until spring, and must
be furnished there, leave the country, or starve.
I attempted to hold a council with all the chiefs, but failed on account of a
deep fall of snow the night before the council, and they did not come out.
I saw and talked with Jim Neel, a Delaware chief, and a kind of king with aU
of the wild tribes. He promised me there should be no more of it until I could
have a council with them, which I will have as soon as the weather will permit.
~rhe snow is now twelve inches deep, and it it~ very cold for this climate, and,
owing to the drifting, very difficult to get about.
All of which is most respectfully suQmitted by your obedient servant,
W. G. COFFIN,
Superintendent Indian Affairs.
Hon. WM.' Ji. DoLE,
Commis.sioner if Indian Affairs, Washington, D. C.

No. 93.
LE Rov, CoFFEY CouNTY, KANSAS,
Februa1·y 12, 1863.
DEAR Sm: There is a difficulty between the Osage and Jim, Neel's band
of wild Delawares. As the latter were returning recently from a jayhawking
expedition south, the Osages alleged that they stole some of their ponies, and
attacked and killed two of the Delawares. The party, which was a sma11 one,
returned to camp, on Verdigris, and reported the facts, and, as a natural consequence, the whole band was very much exasperated and swore vengeance
against the Osages. The Osages were, when the present deep snow fell, encamped in a strong position at the confluence of the Verdigris and Fall rivers, in
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full preparation for battle. Jim N eel promised me they would refrain from
further action in the premises until I could see them again, which I will do as
soon as the weather, which is now intensely cold, moderates, so that I can get
them out to attend a council.
I learned that the Osages and some of the white settlers (who are very much
alarmed) had sent a messenger to Agent Elder, at Fort Scott, requesting his
attention to the matter.
I. expected to have seen Agent Elder at the Indian camps on the Ottoway reservation, but found he had passed on his way from Fort Scott to Washington,
and was unable to learn whether he had taken a.ny action in the case or not.
The weather is now very cold, the ground covered with snow and ice, rendering travel difficult and dangerous, but I will attend to the matter promptly, and
prevent a collision if possible.
All of which is ~ost respectfully submitted, by your most obedient servant,
W. G. COFFIN,
Supenntendent qf Indian Affairs, Kansas.
Hon. WM. P. DoLE,
Com'r of Indian .A.ffairs, Washington, D. C.

No. 94.
OFFICE SuPERINTENDENT OF I~DTAN AFFAIRR,

Leavenworth, Kansas, Feb1·uary 24, 1863.
Sm : I have the honor herewith to enclose a copy of a letter from Colonel
Phillips, commanding· the Indian brigade in Arkansas, to Special Ag-ent A. G.
Proctor, concerning the removal ofthe Cherokee refug-ee Indians to their homeR.
In pursuance of the suggestions made by Colonel Phillips in said letter, and
an earnest appeal from Agent Harlan, made verbally by Agent Proctor, who is
now here, I have directed the removal of all the Cherokee refugee Indians at
Fort Scott and at Neosho to their homes in the Cherokee nation, but not, I
must confess, without some misgivings as to the safety of the movement. 'l,he
number of teams required to move said Indians is estimated by Agent Harlan at
one hundred; but as there will be but little loading for them until they reach
Neosho, only six days' drive from the destination of tl1ese Indians, I have reduced the number of teams to fifty, and directed that the teamsters shall make
two trips from Neosho to the Cherokee country, instead of one, thus saving expense, as most of the time will be consumed in going to and returning from
Neosho.
I have therefore ordered the raising of forty ox teams, able to haul twentyfive hundred pounds weight each, (or the equivalent of what government teams
haul with six mules,) and ten first-class two-horse teams, able to haul two thousand pounds each, at an expense of three dollars per day per each team, teamsters to find themselves and teams.
On consultation with Agent Proctor, I have made out a list of such articles
in the way of seeds, implements, &c., as will be necessary, and mostly needed
by said Indians to commence farming with as soon as they reach their homes,
which I shall purchase and send with them. It is sup-posed by Colonel Phillips that a supply of meat for said Indians can be procured at their homes, for
a while at least, and :M:r. Proctor is of the ~pinion that a sufficient quantity of
corn, meal and flour can be purchased at the mills near Neosho, for some time
to come.
I shall immediately suspend the contractors at Neosho, and furnish Agent
Harlan with funds enough to enable him to make purchases of supplies for said
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Indians and himself until such time as the condition of the same at their homes
will allow him to procure supplies by advertisement.
It will be perceived that the removal of these Indians to their homes will
cause an additional expense; and as my estimate of funds submitted to you on
the 13th day of December last will be considerably deficient, it is considered
necessary that an additional amount of funds for that special service should be
placed in my hands at as early a period as possible, for which I herewith enclose
an estimate.
I shall try to get the teams, &c., ready to leave with the next train, which is
intended to start from Fort Scott on the lOth of next month. Agent Proctor
is of the opinion that it would not be prudent to attempt to move the Creeks or
any other tribe of refugee Indians to their homes until further occupation of
the country by military forces, and the opening of the Arkansas river, in which
I concur.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
W. G. COFFIN,
Superintendent if Indian Affairs.
Ron. WM. P. DoLE,
Com'r if Indian Affairs, Washington, D. C.

No.95.
HEADQUARTERS 8TH AND 9TH DISTRICTS,
DEPARTME~T OF MISSOURI, IN THE FIELD,

Camp Jolm Ross, February 17, 1863.
SIR: The extremely arduous nature of my duties almost prevents me from
responding to your inquiries, but I shall endeavor hurriedly to answer them.
Tender my acknowledgments to Colonel Coffin, and through him to the Indian
commissioners, and assure them that it is no intention of mine to interfere with
the legitimate functions of any other department of the government.
Feeling as I do most acutely the suffering condition of the Cherokee hepless
women and children, whose husbands are fighting in my command, I am extremely desirous of seeing a proper effort made for their safe return to their
country, and shall further your movement to the extent of my ability.
In answer to your first interrogatory, I will say that the Cherokees can return to their nation by the first of March, and the necessities of the season
render it imperative that they be in the nation early in March, so as to raise a
crop. It may be difficult to move so early, but it is not impracticable. Unless
we are to support them another year, it must be done.
As to the second question, provisions are scarce. I am now subsisting thousands of the most destitute, and, of course, it is a very partial subsistence. Some
little wheat is in the country, but the regions through which the armies have
moved are desolate.
As to transportation, I would say, that those with my command in Arkansas
can get back, and your means of knowing their numbers and the condition of those
at Neosho, Missouri, and in Kansas, are as ample as mine. I might venture an
estimate, but I believe you might make it as safely.
Seeds of all kinds are needed. I do not think that much should be attempted
but corn and a few potatoes and vegetables. Beans I would suggest. Agricultural implements are scarce, and should, to some extent, be ~upplied. Shovel
ploughs would do in the rocky soil, and need little transportation. They can be
stocked in the nation. Harness is scarce.
.
As to the agency builclingf-, I have never e:x:aminecl them sufficiently to have
an opinion of any value to offer, but believe they are in fair order.
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In addition to the question of humanity let me add, that economy and good
policy requires their 1·eturn. The country should be occupied and held by a
loyal people as fast as conquered Still further, that a humane effort on the
part of the Department of the Interior to return them at an early day will, in
my judgment, only make a success and put in proper shape an emigration of
those people to their country which is sure to occur-perhaps disastrously, if
proper steps are neglected.
Earnestly desirous to impress you with the fact that such a movement, to be
of any value, must be prompt and speedy,
I am, with respect,
Wl\f. H. PHILLIPS,
Colonel Commanding.
A. G. PROCTOR,
Special Agent if Clterokees.

No. 96.
OFFICE SUPERINTENDENT OF INDIAN AFFAIRS,
Leavenwortl~, Kansas, February 24, 1863.
Sm : I have made another effort to hold a council with the Delaware, Shawnee, and Osage Indians, but owing to bad weather, impassable roads, and high
waters, only partially succeeded.
I met with the chiefs of the Delawares and Shawnees, and they promised me
that they would take no action in the premises until more favorable weather
would enable them to meet all together.
I assured them that all difficulties between them should be satisfactorily
arranged and adjusted. Jim Neel, of the Delawares, informed me that the chiefs
of the wild tribes bad called all their young men and braves together, and
agreeable to my request, told them that all jayhawking expeditions to the Indian territory, or anywhere else, should no longer be tolerated, upon which they
promised obedience.
Considerable bad feeling exists on the part of the Cherokees, in consequence
of the bringing up in the late raid to the Cherokee country, by certain bands
of the wild tribes, a great many cattle, ponies, and mules, which they allege
belong to the Cherokee refugees, but I have taken all necessary measures that
such stock as can be identified by them shall be returned to the owners.
V cry respectfully, your obedient servant,
W. G. COFFIN,
Supe1·intendent if Indian Affairs.
Hon. W. P. DoLE,
Commissioner of Indian ..Affairs, TVashington, D. C.

No. 97.
OFFICE SuPERINTENDENT oF INDIAN AFFAIRS,
Leal'entcortl~, Kansas, Marc!~ 17, 1863.
DEAR SIR: I learned yesterday that Judge Hildebrand and Dr. Palmer, the
two lealding or head men of the Cherokee refugees, who were at Camp Drywood, near Fort Scott, and were removed by the military authorities during the
winter to N eo.sho, ~lissouri, and from there to the Cherokee country, were attacked recently by a roving band of guerillas. The judge was instantly killed.
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Dr. Palmer was stripped to his shirt and socks, at which point he seized a heavy
revolver in the belt of the rebel stripping him and struck him a powerful blow
on the head, mashing in his skull, and, as he supposes, killing him. Instantly
he ran for life and made good his escape; four shots were fired at him as he ran,
one of which lodged in the calf of his leg. We got to the army pretty well
satisfied with pioneer reoccupation. This confirms the opinion I have so often
expressed of the danger of returning the refugees to their homes until the
country is fully occupied by the military authorities, which is not and never
has been the case ; and if the news proves true that General Price is to return
to Arkansas and Missouri, our army on the frontier will have enough to do
without giving protection to the refugee Indians. I am as anxious as any man
can be for an early return of the Indians to their ho111es, as I am most heartily
tired and sick of the surroundings here in Kansas; but until I am satisfied that
it can be done with some degree of safety and without having them all butchered,
I take not the reSJi>Onsibility of recommending their removal, notwithstanding
the croaking and charging of the cormorants infesting the army, who so greatly
desire the return of the refugees, that they may make fortunes out of furnishing them supplies.
All of which is most respectfully submitted, by your obedient servant,
W. G. COFFIN,
Superintendent if Indian AffaiTs.
Hon. Wn.LIAM P. DoLE,
Commissioner if Indian .Affairs, TVashington, D. C.
No. 98.
SAc AND Fox AaENUY, Mctrch 22, 1863.
DEAR SIR: On arriving here I found the great king (0-poth-le-yo-ho-la) on
his death-bed; and though evidently struggling with the grim monster, he yet
possesses all the wonderful powers of mind that have characterized him through
life, .. :md forced the conviction upon all who have come in contact with him
that~:he was no ordinary man. He manifests, in an extraordinary degree, that
attachment for his people that has been the ruling passion of his life. All the
chiefs and headmen of the nation, but himself, have been anxious to make a
treaty with the government since their expulsion from their country, which he
has steadily opposed until now.
He has entirely changed, and urged, a day or two since in general council,
that they should at once demand of the government the recognition of the
refugees now in Kansas, (comprising all or very nearly all of the Creek nation
that are not in arms against the government,) as the Creek nation, and make
such a treaty with them as their present condition and future prospects demand. '
Upon this they are very urgent, and the death of the old king, which must
ensue before this reaches you, will make it still more necessary to make a treaty.
I would most respectfully suggest that a treaty be gotten up by you and the
Secretary of the Interior, and sent to me and Governor Carny, and some other
suitable commissioners, to be ratified in due form and retuPned ; and you will
pardon me for saying that the treaty should be a model for all that are to follow
with the broken and greatly reduced and fragmented tribes in the Indian territory, and may be made greatly to promote the interests of the Indians and the
government, especially in view of the removal of the Indians from Kansas and
Nebraska, as coutemplated by a recent act of Congress.
All of which is most respectfully submitted, by your obedient servant,
W. G. COFFIN,
Superintenden~ of Indian Affairs.
Hon. WM. P. DoLE,
Commissioner of Indian Affairs.
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No. 99.
O:FFICE SUPERINTENDENT OF INDIAN AFFAIRS,

Leacenwortl~, ](ansas, May 2, 1863.
Sm : Some ten days since, the teams which I had detailed to go to the
Cherokee country, to convey agricultural implements, seeds, &c., and remnve
the Cherokee refugees from Fort Scott, Kansas, and N cosho, l\Iissouri, to their
homes, returned, making the journey within three days of the time estimated
for by me.
Special Agent A. G. Proctor, who retmned with the train, informed me that
Agent Harlan and himself succeeded in removing all the Cherokee refugees that
were at Neosho, and arrived at Tahlequa at the same time that Colonel Phillips
did, with what Indian troops were under hi!:' comm~d.
They immediately went to work and planted their crops, and there is no
doubt 'ivhatever that they will do well shmld the military be able to hold
the country. But General Blunt infm·ms 1ne tlzat nearly all In's forces lwve
been drawn from llim for the purpose qf re-enforcing General I£en on in Missouri, and that he slwuld not at all be surprised if the force wMcl~ is lift with
tlte Clterokee nfugees should l~a've to fall bad" into J(ansas.
The teams came up with an escort of fifty troops by the way of Fort Gibson,
Eureka on Fall river, and Pleasant Grove on the Verdigris, to Emporia, Lyon
county, Kansas, about one hundred and ten miles southwest of this city, from
where I ~:'hall start another train of twenty-five teams with the same escort back
to the Cherokee country, with five hundred sacks of flour, as that country is
entirely destitute of breadstuffs, and it is believed that a supply of meal can
only be obtained there for a short time longer.
Agreeably to your suggestion, I have made arrangements with Carney and
Stevens, contractors, to send an agent to the Cherokee country for the purpose
of purchasing supplies for the Cherokee Indians.
Agent Harlan bas thus far failed to furnish me with a census of the Indians
under his charge at present; consequently I am unable to make an estimate of
funds required for the Indian service within his agency; but I have written to
Mr. Harlan about the matter, and as soon as I can hear from him you will Le
advised of the result.
I also have, at the earnest request of Lewis Ross and other leading men of
the Cherokee nation, appointed Doctor ""\V. B. Smith, of this city, as attending
physician to the Cherokee Indians. He is ordered to proceed to the Cherokee
country with the train that starts from Emporia.
1\fr. Marshall has not made his appearance yet, nor have I heard anything
from him since I received notice from your office of his appointment; and as it
is necessary that some agent should be with the Indian regiments in our army,
he should at once be ordered to report to me for duty, or else some one else
should be appointed by you in his stead.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
W. G. COFFIN,
Superintendent of Indian Affairs.
Hon. WM. P. DoLE,
Commissioner qf Indian Affairs, TVas!t1'ngton.
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No. 100.

BELLMONT, WooDsoN CouNTY,
Kansas, April 23, 18G3.
DEAR Sm : I have just had another of those close shaves for life or robbery
that have so often fell to my lot in the last two years, and, as heretofore, my lucky
star has been in the ascendant. In coming over here to attend a grand council
of all the affiliated tribes and the Great and Little Osages, in company with my
wife, we stopped at the only stopping place between here and Leroy for dinner,
l\Ir. Sayers's. We had uot, they said, got out of sight of the house, before twelve
guerillas rode up ; four of them dismounted, came unceremoniously into the
house, looking all over it, into the kitchen, pretending to be hungry, and eat off
the same plates we had just left; but, as we since learned, the whole party had
just dined four miles below on Owl creek. The object of going into the kitchen
was evidently search. \Vhere they dined, four miles below, is the main crossing
from here to Leroy, and the place where I usually cross; but this time I luckily
took the other road, or I should have run right into their hands. I had about
twenty-five hundred dollars with me, a good buggy and team. Those at least,
if no more, would no doubt have been taken. They took the best horse Sayers
had, and four others in the neighborhood, and went back south the same track
or trail they came. Sayers sent his son to me here, getting here almost as soon
as I did, to let me know the danger I was in. I immediately despatched a
messenger to the military post, and by two o'clock that night had troops after
them. 'rhey ran them about one hundred miles south; but they were evidently
better acquainted with the country than our men, and made out to elude them
and escape.
The Indians come in vexatiously slow. The Osages are not all Gf them in
yet, but we expect them in time for the council to open this afternoon. Two of
the Shawnees and one of the Delawares have been killed by the Osages, and the
feeling is very bitter between them. "\V e have a small military force here, about
thirty-five, which I hope will be able to keep order. You will hear from me
officially in regard to it as soon as it is over. I shall go immediately from here
to Leavenworth, and get off my quarterly report as soon as possible. My clerk
has been at work at it faithfully since his return from the Cherokee nation. We
got our monthly report for March off to the treasury in good season. If they
still continue to exact from us full monthly and quarterly reports with punctilious promptness, I shall have to have another clerk; one cannot do the work,
scattered as the Indians now are. If the treasury would only require a statement of the amount of funds received, the amount on hand, and the amount
expended, as Mr. Cutts assured me they would settle upon, I could get along as
I have been doing with an additional clerk a few days at the end of each quarter. Please let me hear from you when you have leisure.
Respectfully, your obedient servant,
"\V. G. COFFIN,
Superintendent of Indian Affairs.
Ron. J. P. UsHER,
Secretary of tlte Interior, Wasl~ington.

No. 101.
OFFICE SUPERINTENDENT OF INDIAN AFFAIRS,
Leavenworth, l{ansas, May 26, 1863.
SIR: I have the honor to inform you that I repaired, on the 6th instant, to
Emporia, Kansas, to superintend the starting of a train with a supply of flour,
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under the supervision of Special Agent Proctor, destined for the Cl1erokee Indians
in the Cherokee nation.
I found the whole country around Emporia in a state of great excitement,
caused by the presence of a considerable force of 1·ebel jayhawkers, who had
made one of the most daring and successful raids that has ever been made into
Kansas. rrhey robbed everybody on their route, captured a large number of
horses, stopped the Santa Fe mail coach, took out the horses and robbed the
passengers of $4,000 in money, four gold watches and a number of revolvers,
besides killing two men, after which they made good their escape into Missouri.
Our train, consisting of twenty-five wagons loaded with five hundred sacks
of flour and some other supplies, was promptly started, with an escort of fifty
soldiers, one-half of whom were Indians. But after the train had made nearly
one-half of the distance to its destination, I was informed that a large rebel
force was coming up the Verdigris river, the same route that our train was
travelling on. Major Carruth, stationed at Belmont, near the Verdigris, being
also informed of the facts, immediately sent all the Indians he could get mounted
and armed and were suitable for the occasion, as a scouting party to ascertain
the true condition of affairs. I started, as quick as possible, forty white
troops, mostly State militia, a force around Leroy, and about the same number
of whites and Indians from Neosho Falls, under Agent Snow, and also sent to
the Sac and Fox agency for all the employes and all the Indians they could
raise there, fitted them out as well as possible, considering the means at my
command, and started them to the relief of the train; but before reaching the
same they met the scouting party that had been sent out by 1\fajor Carruth,
who inform~d them that the supposed rebel force had turned out to be a foraging
party connected with Colonel Phillips's command, and therefore returned.
However, I learn through Col. W. P. Ross, who has just arrived here from
Fort Gibson, which place he left on the 15th instant, that our train had not arrived there at that time. I have some fears for the safety of the same, but
General Blunt thinks that if the train had been captured he would surely have
I
been informed of it ere this.
I also learn from Colonel Ross that the Cherokee Indians, in the Cherokee nation, are very destitute of breadstuffs, the refugees as well as the sol.dim·.s, and that Agent Harlan had borrowed of Colonel Phillips four hundred
sacks of flour. If this be the case, the five hundred sacks of flour sent by the
train will be a scant supply for several thousand Indians, after paying the
amount to Colonel Phillips which was borrowed of him.
Under these circumstances I have this day ordered Messrs. Carney and Stevens, contractors, to immediately start a train o£ sufficient wagons to take oue
thousand sacks of flour, some sugar, coffee, &c., which will leave for the Cherokee nation, under escort, on the 9th of next month.
As yet, Agent Harlan has not informed me of the condition or number of
Cherokees under his charge, and not even furnished me with an estimate of
supplies necessary for the said Indians, so that I might govern myself accordingly, notwithstanding my instructions to him to the contrary. I have to depend upon outsiders for such information as I can get, and shall be compelled to
send my clerks down to the Cherokee nation again with the next train to get
the accounts of supplies and expenditures, and such information as we must have
to successfully carry on the business of the southern superintendency, and have
not.been able to get from Agent Harlan, who, I am sorry to say, docs not seem
to have the remotest idea that any duties or labors are required of him.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
W. G. COFFIN,
Superintendent of Indian Affairs.
Hon. WILLIAM P. DoLE,
Commissioner of Indian Affairs, TVasl~ington, D. C.
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No. 102.
OFFICE SuPERINTENDE~T OF INDIAN AFFAIRS,

Leavenworth, Kansas, June 11, 1863.
I have the honor herewith to transmit, for your information, a copy of
a re}JOrt received this day from Agent Jus tin Harlan, giving a statement of the
affairs of the Cherokee refugee Indians under his charge at Fort Gibson at the
present time. From the said report it will be perceived that the military authorities have so far been unable to render the Cherokee Indians such protection
as to enable them to raise a crop the present year in their own country, which
was granted to them previous to their removal to their homes by Col. Phillips,
commanding forces in the Indian territory, and on the strength of which I
supplied them with the necessary seeds, agricultural implements, &c.
On their arrival in the Cherokee nation they went to work and planted their
·crops, which were reported to look very fine; but it appears now that they had
to leave them to the mercy of the enemy, who is infesting the Cherokee nation
again in countless numbers, and spreads devastation wherever he goes, plundering and murdering these unfortunate people wherever he finds them; thus
preventing them from working their crops, and making their hasty retreat into
l!"""ort Gibson necessary, where Colonel Phillips is now intrenched.
How long they may be able to hold themselves at that post until re-enforcements can reach them, is more than I or anybody else can tell; suffice it to say,
however, that they are in a critical condition, the number of the rebel forces
opposite l!"'ort Gibson being much their superior; and if not re-enforced soon, they
must cert~inly perish.
I saw General Blunt this morning, and he informed me that he was sending
all the forces that he could spare to the relief of Colonel Phillips, at Fort Gibson, although they are scant; but it is believed that if they will get there in time,
they will be sufficient to hold the Indian territory and enable the refugee Indians to scatter ag·ain and try to save their crops now under way. I hope for
the best, but I fear that these unfortunate people will yet have to fall back
again and seek refuge in Kansas.
I am sending down supplies as fast as possible. Special Agent Proctor, who
is now here, is making arrangements to load and start another train 'vith breadstuffs from Emporia., Kansas, to Fort Gibson. He informs me that the number
of the destitute Cherokee refugee Indians at Fort Gibson amounts to over six
thousand souls, which, together with one thousand Creek refugees, makes about
seven thousand Indians, who are now and must hereafter be fed by the government. He says that Cherokee women and children are coming in every day to
Fort Gibson, from the different portions of the Cherokee and Creek nations, to
seek protection, and that the probability of their increat~e to a very large number
is imminent.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
W. G. COFFIN,
Superintendent of Indian Affairs.
By HENRY SMITH, Clerk.
H(}n. WILLIAM P. DoLE,
Commissioner qf Indian A.ffai1·s, WasMngton, D. C.
SIR :

No. 103.
FoRT GIBSON, Clwrokee Nation, A-Iay 26, 1863.
SIR: I received your instructions of the date of May 7th instant, notifying
me that Carney and Stevens were hereafter to furnish supplies for the Indians
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in my agency, ancl reqnesting an estimate for their support, and directing a
census, complete anu accurate. to be made of the Cherokees in this agency who
will need f3upplirf\, an(l to what extent.
In unswc>r, I han' to :-,;ay that a complete census cannot now be made, and, if
it could be made, it could uot be clone immediately, or in time to save the Indians
from great suffering, if not from actual starvation and death. They have been
encourag('cl by the military authority, as early as the 6th or 7th of April last,
that they should and would be protected by the military in their homes.
Under thi::; promise, (·which they were told by f3omc one in whom thry placed
confidence, and, wanting to LPlieve, did believe in the promise that all the rebels
had been driven across the Arkansas river, and never would dare to show themselves on this f'ide of that river,) they settled almost thronghont the entire Territory . The whole country is infested with roving Lands of bushwhackers in
search of plunder, who take everything 'vhere tlH>y go, of value to themselves
or injury to the Cherokee families. If any resistance is made, or one known
to be a soldier is found, they rnurcler without mercy. There arc but few men
in thr country; almost all are in the army, away from home, and, women and
children alone at home, the rebels have their own way.
Every post in the nation is withdrawn, and massed her0 to protect this place,
and save it if they can. I think it is as much, if not more than they can do, and
no prospect, that I can sec, of being better off. I do not Llamc the Indians for
believing that syrcn song for security, for I could not know but that they would
be secure. Hoving they would be, I rather believe it myself. I was promised
that by the lOth of l\Iarch last two armies, one under General Blnnt in person,
from t)pringficld, 1\li::::sonri, and the other under Colonel Phillipf'l, from Scottsville, would pass tln·ough the Cherokee country on their way soutlnv<:st, with
forces sufficient to drive everything before them, leaving a force on the way
sufficient to hold buslnvhackcrs in check. Under these promised circumstances
I aided in bringing those at Neosho to their homef3. Every promise has fai led.
I am now satit:'iiecl that I committed an error in bringing them here.
W hatever blame is attached to it I feel I have incurred. I repent, and hope
to be forgiven. :From experience, that dear sehool where I have been since the
7th of January last, I have learned to place no confidence in the promises of
princes. I)c1haps they have done all they could, and intended to do all th ey
promised, and have failed from causes over which they had no control. I have
suffered for their non-performance.
From the best som:ces of information within my reach I learn there are not
less th:m five thousanc1 five lmndred destitute in the nation, and not more than
sixty-five lmndred. \V c luwe not yet gotten through the first i~suc of flour
we brought here, but enough has been shown to satis(y me that a safe estimate
is, between the highest ::nul lowest, six thommnd. I ft>ar it will ovrrrnn that
figure.
There i8 plenty of rebfl beef in the country, mH1 the families in the ncighborhoor1 will kill it as they want it, rather than wait until issue days. I tried that,
uut found I could not get it taken nway. 'l'lwy want flour t~nd mea1, and clothing of all kinds. 'l'hey arc now nearly dcRtitnte of all kinds of clothing.
There are, 1 think, 11ot. over three hundred old men, an<1 boys oYer fifteen,
with about thl' nt,twJ p1oportion of women :mcl thildreu. \Vith this data you
can jn<1ge the nmot~llt, kind, and qu,mtity of clothing to be ncce:-sary.
I haY<' <HI yet be ·n nnable to obtain an e>Ocort fur thl' return of our train.
llow long it will l>c detained we can only gue~s. Mr. I>roetor will be abk to
tell you when y,m f'Cc him. I wi::;hcd an e~cort of only four men to protect a
wagon to <1i::-;tJ ilmte ~l'etl:-3, and wa,s refu~ed. 1 could nor rn.llw as ju::-t a distribution to tlw l:'t-nral di,'tl ict::; as I could wi~h; but I got them all distributed in
time to get the mo11t good out of them.
I was compelled to come here. Colonel Phillips, when the train wns only
21 I
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ten miles from Tahlequah, ordered the guard to bring it here, and it was brought
her<"' and storerl. 'l'he company to guard the hoP.pital at the seminary was
ordered here. I had to come h('re and issue to snch as would venture to come
here to get it. 'l1lwy promised to re-eP.tablish the hospital and furnish a
guard for it as soon as their supply trains come in; it came in yesterday at
daylight; the prospect is still as p;loomy as ever to get them. l\Iy be1't impression is thnt we shall not soon get back to the seminary; to remain here and dis·
triLute our flour is to deny virtually to those ncar tho northern and eastern
borders, ·who have been the worst roLbed, the benefit of the bounty of the
government. I cannot help it, however.
'rhcre is not a force in the nation, except what is here. There arc soldiers
enough idle to guard the hospital at the seminary and ns, but we cannot get
them yet; how long this is to continue I do not know. )fany are remaining on
the eastern border of the nation ancl up Grand river, roLbed of every means of
getting away or coming here for bread, and will suffer greatly, if not starve.
Our present supply of flour (full rations) will not last three Wf'eks, e,·en for the
number who are entitled and cnu come and get it; at the seminary nearly all
could. At Neosho I was frequently asked where I thought, for this quarter, or
longer if uecesi'3ary, they oug·ht to be ::;ettled. I inYariably and decideJly said
they ought to settle east of Grand river, and from 'rahlequah to Fort Gibson,
to enaLlc the military to protect them, and this I resolved to do; but this did
not suit the selfish vif'ws of a few. vVhen one day's mrtrch in the nation I met
the military order of Uolonel Phillips establishing six different places where he
should establish posts for their protection, and where the Indians might in safety
go. I did not know that he would not or could not protect them. No ad vice
of mine could rrstraiu them from scattering, and they scattered. 11 hcy have,
or can have, plenty of milk in all the wcstem half of the nation and along
Grand river, and some consideraLle throughout the whole 'l,erritory; salt can
be made iu any quantity, if protected; some coffee, some sugar, and some
tobacco, might be well, but they are not necessary, and they can do without
them; but they scold and grumble at me as if I was the ouly cause of their privations. But if yon see proper, send such a supply of those articles as you see
fit. I would rather they were sent.
'!'he clothing should be unmade; machine work would do them little goocl;
they make their clothing well, except shoes, and these, I think, they cannot
ma,ke. Shoes they ought to have; hardly any of the women have them, and
are Larefoot. rrheir clothing for summer they ought to have uow, and winter
clothing should be sent early in the fall, so they can have them made up by cold
weather.
Yours, respectfully,
Colouel

vV.

J. HARLAN,
United States Indian Agent.
G. CoFFIN,

Superintfndcnt rif Indian AjJai1·s,

~0.
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AFFAIRS,

Kansas, June 8, 1863.

SIR: I lmve the honor to acknowledge the ret.:cipt of your letter, under date
of the i1ri::\t instant, advising me that a requisition had been is.mecl in my favor
on the 28th ultimo fur the ::;urn of $21,152 50, in compliauce with my estimate
submitted to you on the 1Gth ultimo, together with tabular statements exhibiting
the appropriations from which said amount was drawn, and under which I aru
h eld to aecouut.
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In regard to your suggestion expressed in the said letter concerning the propriety of disconnecting the Cherokees with the refugee Indians at the close of the
fiscal year ot 1863, and thereafter subsi;:;ting them from the appropriation accruing,
to them from their trust fund interest, I have to say that that can very easily be
done, provided the military authorities carry out their promise to the former and
proteet them in their own country, where thry now are, and where they can be
kept separatrd from a.ll otlt<>r refngees.· But this promise has so far only been
complied with in part, al":l the n·port of their agent, Justin Harlan, esq., a copy
of which I have thi;:; day forwarded you, will di:;;tinetly show. If, however, the
Indians within tllC Uherokee nation can hereafter be ·sufficiently protected at
their homes, the probaLility of which I very much doubt, at least at present, and
I shoul<l iiud it consistent with their interests to keep all their a:ffair;:; separate
from other refugees, I shall with pleasure do so as far as practicable.
As fm·· as the subsisting of the vVyanclotts and other roving bands of Indians
belonging· to the central superintendency is concerned, I have to state that I
have informed said Indians of your directions, and notified. the contractors to •
cease furnishing supplies to them on and after the first clay of J nly next. I
should. never have furnii:>hed subsistence. to Tefugee Indians, belonging to the
central or any other superintendency, hacl it not been for your ir;.structions to me
under date of the 20th clay of January last, in which I wa~ directed to examine
into the condition of the destitute vVyandott refugees, and afford them, upon
application, the necessary assistance.
Very respectfully, your obe<lient servant,
W. G. COFFIN,
Superintendent if Indian A.ff'aiTs.
By HENRY SUITH,
Cled,.
Hon. W M. P. DoLE,
Commissioner qf Indian A,ffairs, vVasl~ington, D. 0.

No. 105.
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,

Office qf Indian Affairs, June 18, 1863.
I have to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 8th instant, and
in the last paragraph you say: "I should never have furnished subsistence to
refugee Indians, belonging to the central or any other superintendency, had it
not been for your instructions to me under elate of the 20th day of January last,
in which I was directed to examine into the condition of the destitute "\Vyandott
refugees, and afford them, upon application, the necessnry assistance."
'l'he direction you speak of refers to "rifugce lVyandotts." I know that
there were in the Indian country Indians from nearly all the tribes of Kanl::las,
who had ceased to draw annuities from the funds of their tribes, and considered
the Indian territory their home. To such as those, I have no doubt the a}Jpropriation i:5 applicable. But it is quite a different thing to appropriate funds in
your hands to New York aud other Indians wlw 1'eside in Kansas, and who
were not refugees at all.
It is only those Indians who were inhabitants of the Indian territory, and who
were compelled to find refuge in Kansas, that come within the purview of the
law and your instructions.
I appreciate the motives which prompt you to endeavor to ameliorate the
condition of needy Indians within Kansas, not regardecl as earning within the
SIR:
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cla:::s te1 med "refugees," and would be pleased to ::::econd your intenticns h their
belwlf, but am precluded from doing so for the waut of funds applicable thereto.
V cry respectfully, your obedient servant,
"\VILLLA.l\1 P. DOLE, Commissioner.

W. G.

CoFFIN,

E;::;q.,

Superintendent,

~.,,

Leavenworth, J(ansas.

No. 106.

DEAR

FoRT ScoTT, KANSAS, June 10, 1863.
Sm: I have just returned to this place frnm the grand council of the

Great and Little Osage Indians. I founrl them feeliug decidedly fine o,·cr their
recent success in def'troying a band of nineteen rebel;::; attempting to pass throngh
their country. A baud of the Little Osages met them first, and demanded their
arms, and that they should go with them to Humboldt, as we inf'tructed them to
do at the council at Belmont. Tlw rebels refused, and ohot one of the Osages
dead. Tbe Osages then fired on tbem. 'l'hey ran, and a running fight was
kept up for some fifteen miles. The rebel guide was killed early in the action.
After crosf!ing Lightniug creek the rebels turned up the cr<"ek towards the camp
of the Big Hills. The Little Osages had sent a runner to apprise the Big Hills
of the presence of the rebels, and tlH>y were coming down the creek four hundred
s trong, and met the rebels, drove them to the creek and snrrounded them. rrhe
rebels displayed a white flag, but thP Indians disr<·garded it. 'llwy killed all of
th<"m, as they SUj_)poeed, but afterwards learned that two of them, badly wounded,
had got down a steep bank of the creek and made their <•scape d1>Wll the creek.
'l'hry scalped them all and cut their heads off. They killed four of their horse~
(whi-ch the Indians greatly regTrtted) and captured thirteen, and about fifty
revol vcrs, most of the rebels having fonr each, a carbine and sabre. There wern
three colonels, one lieutenant colonrl, one major, and four captains. They had
full authority to organize, enroll, and muster into the rebel service all the rebclt:> in
Colorado and New 1\Iexico, where they "·ere doub less bound. Major Downing,
in command of troops at Humboldt, went down with a detachment and buried
them and t:rcured the papers, lPtting the ludians keep a11 the horses and arm~.
I l1ave no doubt that this will afford more protection to the frontiers of Kansas
than anything that has yet been done; and from the frequency and boldnei':s of
the raids recently, sometbiug· of the kind was very much needed. The Indi,uls
ar<' very much elated over it. I gave them all the c ncouragernent I could, and
di~tributed bPtwcen two and three thou~and dollars' worth of g·oods among them.
There wal:::l a representative at the council from the OsagPs that have gon<: 8outh,
ma11y of them now in the rebel army. He stated that they w(•re all now vet y
anxious to get back, uud wished to know, if they ~lJOuld meet the loyal Osage:;
on the plain~ and come in vith them, if they could b ~ sutl't>red to stay. I gavt·
him a Jetter to them, promi~iug them if tlH•y retumed immediately and joinetl
their 1oynl bretln·eu in pi otecting the frontiers, running down bu!'lndmd·cr;-;, ar..d
ridding the cou11try of rebe1:3, ~h('y ~houl(l be protected. 1 adYi::;ed them to c< me
imm<•tliatdy to Humboldt and rep01 t to .1\Injor Downi11g, and he would fmni.,h
thew pmnl<>r and lc:Hl to go on the lnmt. 'l'hi:3 ::;enned to gi,·e great sati:sfaction
to all the thief;::;, as they nrc exceedingly dc~irous to have tiH m back, alHl the
rq1rC:d.'lltlltin :o:t<nted immc(1iate1y back" ith the letter. The lndiars, as well
as the f~1tl1ers at the mi .. t-:ion, han 110 doubt that thC'y will 1eturn. It :'-0, it will
very materially \wakcu the rebel force How soi'ely pre;::;::;ing Uolouel Phillips's
comm<wd~tt Fm t Gill~on.
The Ot·:tgcs :>.re llGW vety dc·:-;irous to make a treaty, and arc willing to sell
twenty fivp miles in width Ly fif~;y oft' the ea::;t cud of their reservation, and
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But I will write more fully on this in a

W. G. COFFIN,
Superintendent qf Indian Ajj'airs.
lion. \VM. P. DoLE,

Uornmissionct'

rif

Indian Affairs, 1Vasltington, D. C.

No. 107.
OFFICE SuPERINTENDENT OF INDIAN AFFAIRS,

Leavenwortlt, Kansas, June 25, 1863.
DEAR Sm: I have the honor herewith to transmit a communication from
Agent E. H. Carruth, giving details of a council recently held on the Arkansas
with some of the wild tribes of the plains, and the Indians belonging to the
southern superintendency.
r.l'he feeling of hostility that has long existed
between the wild tribes and those who are now loyal ancl aiding and. supporting
the govcrnmeut, has been a very great obstacle to their taking the side of the
government, and has consequently aided nmterially the emissaries of the rebellion
iu fomenting discord and warlike raids upon whites, as well as Indians, residing
within their reach or travelling through their country. These clifficu1tics, it is
believed, may be easily settled and the wild tribes placed upon a loynl footing,
and make it so dangerous to rebel emissaries among them that such efforts will
soon be abandoned. Believing that much good may result from such councils,
I cannot hesitate to recommend them; and shouhl you concur in this opinion, I
will spare no pains to make it a success, but will await your orders, and will
most cheerfully obey your instructions.
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
W. G. COFFIN,
Superintendent qf Inilian A.ff'airs.
lion. vVM. P. DOLB,

Commissioner qf Indian Affairs, 1Vasltington, D. C.

No. 108.
SAc AND

Fox

AGENCY, KANSAS,

June 18, 1863.
DEAR SIR: Feeling a deep interest in the welfare of our country, I have
thought that it would not be improper for me to make a few suggestions on the
subject of the policy that I think ought to be pursued towarJ.s the southern
and southwestern Indians. r_rhe council lately held by .Major E. H. Carruth,
United States Indian agent for the vVichita agency, with a portion of said
Indians, shows that with proper and prompt measnres, all the southwestern
tribes may be won over to our government. Hence the importance of a grand
council of all the wild tribes of the southwest, together with delegations from
the loyal India: 1s. Such a council, properly conducted, I feel satisfied would
result, first, in bringing back to the government all the wild tribes of the southwel'tcrn bordeT; secondly, in making peace between the loyal Indians and the
tribes above mentioned. Take them all together, and you will have a formidable
force for the protection of our frontier.
I am aware, sir, that this couucil will cost the government som thing, but
you are also aware tha.t nny and every move made to put down thi:-; ungodly
rebellion is attended. with expense.
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I feel very sure that the results 1hat would follow, as compared with the
expense, would provr perfectly f"atiRfactory to yourself and to the government.
In conclusion permit me to add, that I am ready and willing· (with the consent of the honora1lr Commissioner of Indian Affairs) to do anything in my
power to make the enterprise a success, which I feel very sure would result in
uniting all tlH' Indians on the side of our government.
V cry respectfully, your obedient servant,
H . W. MARTIN,
United States Indian Agent.
Uolonel \V. G. CoFFIN,
,"''upeJ·intendent if Ind1'an A.ff'aiTs.

No. 109.
OFFICE OF TEMPORARY "\YICHITA AGENCY,

Belmont, Woodson County, Kansas, June 14, 1863.
SIR : I left Belmont ~lay 26, to hold a council with the Indians of the
W ichita agency ·who have not as yet reached Kansas.
I gave out rations for twenty men from each tribe, but when I had reached
Fall river I found that the 1\Iichitas alone had sent over one hundred men. We
reached the Arkansas river 1\fay 31, after having been compelled to purchase some
provisions for the number of people who had come that were not provided for.
'l'he next day we were joined by the Kickapoos and Sacs, and here I was
informed by the Kickapoos that no runner had gone thro11gh to the Cadcloes
and Comanches from there, as we had heard at Belmont. · Yet I learned that
these tribes were tl1en camped at Big Bend, some sixty miles above·, and awaiting at this point. I sent three Wichitas-among them the chief, some Ionies,
Wacoes, and Tawakennies- through to them, calling on their chiefs to come and
have a "talk."
Th('y reached us on the 8th of June, and after furnishing the presents I had
taken to thP.m, all the different tribes· were called to council. Present were
Arapahoes, Lipans, Comanches, Kiow.ays, Sacs and Foxes, Kickapoos, and
Caddoes, beRides the Indians who went out with me.
All of them arc true to the govemment of the United States, but some are
at war with each other. I proposed to them to make peace with all the tribes
frienC!ly to our government, so that their " Great }'ather" might view all of them
alike. r:~·'o this they all agreed, and a council was called, to which the Osages,
Pottn.watomies, Cheyennes, Sacs and Foxes, in fact all the tribes at variance,
arc to be invited to hold a great peace council near the mouth of the Little
Arkansas river within six weeks. 1\Iean w hilc they arc to send runners aud
notify these tribes together on the Arkansas, sixty miles above, that they
may be within reach of our call when we get to the council ground.
Subsistence will have to be provided for at least ten thousand Indians at that
time. r.rhey will expect something from the government to convince them of
its power to carry through its promises.
Rome of the Cac1does and Comanches co·mectcd witl1 thi:=< agenc.y, after coming
to the Arkansas, returned to Fort Cobb. 'l"hese will all come back to this
council. Their desire is, to be subsisted on the Little Arkansas, some ninety
milPs from Em,,oria, until the war closes .
They argue like thi~ : "The f2 overnment once sent us our provisions to l!"ort
Cobb, over three hundred miles from Fort Smith. '\V e do not want to live near
the whitt>s, because of tr0ubles bebncn Them anclnB in regard to ponies, timber, ficlt1s, grern corn, &c. Our subsistence can be hauled to the mouth of the
Little Arkausas easier, by far, than it was formerly fi·om Fort Smith; and, by
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being at this point, "\Ye shall be removed from the abodes of the whites, so they
cannot steal our ponies, nor can onr peop}e trouble them." I believe they are
right. I have had more trouble the vast winter in settling difficulties between
the Indians and whites, on account of trades, stolen horses, broken fences, &c.,
than from all other causes combined.
·
I cannot get all the Indians of this agency togethm: this side of the Little
Arkansas. That point will be near enough to the Texas frontier for the Indians
to go home easily when the war closes. It is on the direct route to Fort Cobb.
They are opposed to going ·via Fort Gibson. I shall be compelled to employ
another intrepreter for this agency; the variety of languages renders this absolutely necessary.
I believe the conncil called for the middle of July to be important. It is
necessary, as well for our peace as for the peace of the Indians, that all the
tribes friendly to our government have a good understandiug· with each other;
but the expenses will be great. Not less than ten, it may be :fifteen, thousand
In<lians will be there, and, if it it; to go through, ample preparations should be
made to subsist them.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
E. H. CARRUTH,
United States TVir:ltita Agent.
lion. WILLIAM G. CoFFIN,
Superintendent of Indian Affairs.

No. 110.
OFFICE SuPERINTENDENT oF INDIAN AFFAIRS,

LeavenwOJ-tlt, J(ansas, July 11, 1863.
DEAR SIR: I have just returned from Humboldt, Belmont, Burlington, and
Emporia, wherr I have been to secure and escort, and see to the starting of
a train of supplies to the Cherokee nation. Owing to the difficulties and dangers now attending a trip to l!..,ort Gibson, it is almost impossible to get teams
to go there at all, and, after being satisfied we could not secure any more, we
were compelle<l to leave 250 sacks of flour, stored in Emporia. We got started
720 sacks of flour, 212~ bushels shelled corn, 6,4.00 pounds groceries, and 1,000
pounds bacon. Owing to the scarcity of troops at General Blunt's command,
we could only get 50 regular troops, and had to make up an escort of 200 men
(the smallest number that is at all safe) out of loyal refugees from Belmont,
nuder l\Iajor Carruth. 'The difficulty is very great in getting supplies to the
Indians in the Cherokee nation, aad unless more troops are suffered to remain in
this district, I fear we shall break down on it entirely; and when the weather
causes the roads to get bad, no grass can be got, and feed for the teams has to
be hauled, the difficulties will be largely increased. I think that country should
be very thoroughly cleared of rebels, the forts garrisoned, and the Arkansas
river cleared and made navign,ble, before any further experiment of moving the
Indians to their homes is made. rrhe news from Fort Gibson is, that our forces
of Indians an(l the agents had to seck protection in the fort. which is surrounded
by the enemy. 'What few cattle the enemy left there are dying off for want
of food, as tbey do not hold territory enough to graze them. 'The rebels captured 1,500 head of horscfl and mules from Colonel Phillips at one time. The
last train from l!-,ort Scott, with an escort of about 1,500 troops stoppe<l forty
miles thi::J sid.c of l!,Mt Gibson, and sent back to l!,ort Scott for re-enforcements
to reach thr fort. I learned that General Blunt left on the 6th inst:-mt with all
the forces he could rai;:,e at Fort Scott to re-enforce them. We have a considera-
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ble train of supplies with that train, and my clerk, Henry Smith, with a delegation of Creeks and Seminoles, is with them, for the purpose of consulting
their people in regard to making· treaties. If that train, with an escort of 1,500
men, is not able to reach Fort Gibson, I fear our train with only 200 men, 150
of whom are Indians but poorly armed, will stand but a poor chance. But as
General Blunt is fully informed as to our train, and has now gone down, I hope
he will send such aid to them as will enable them to get through.
All of which is most respectfully submitted by your obedient servant,
WILLIAM G. COFFIN,
SupeTintendent if Indian Affairs.
Ron. WILLIAM P. DoLE,
Commissioner if Indian Affairs, Washington, D. C.

No. 111.
OFFICE SuPERINTENDENT OF INDIAN AFFAIRS,
Leavenwortl~, I(ansas, July 18, 1863.
SIR: I have the honor herewith to enclose to you a copy of a report made
to this office by Hemy Smith, my clerk, of his recent visit to Fort Gibson,
concerning the affairs of the refugee Indians at that place.
From it you wm lear11 some of the difficulties, dangers, and uncertainties
attending the transporting of supplies to the refugee Indians in the Cherokee
country, in advance of the proper military occupation of the same; and it will
be seen, too, that even the military authorities, morbid and insatiable as has been
their appetite for these refugee Indians, have got enough of them in that locality,
inasmuch as they attempted and wished to send 1,200 women and children up
by Mr. Smith.
I cannot deny myself the pleasure of congratulating you, as well as the
honorable Secretary of the Interior, on this indorsement of your policy and of
my views, so often expressed in regard to the return of the refugees to their
homes.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
W. G. COFFIN,
Superintendent if Indian .Affairs.
Hon. WILLIAM P. DoLE,
Commissioner if Indian Affairs, Waiskngton, D. C.

No. 112.
LEAVE~WORTH, I(ansas, July 16, 1863.
SIR: Having just returned from Fort Gibson, Cherokee nation, to which
place I repaired, according to your request, for the purpose of asced:aining, if
possible, the true condition of the Cherokee and other refugee Indians belonging
to the southern superintendency, besides attending to the settlement of accounts
with Agent Harlan, I have the honor herewith to make the following report.
I left Leavenworth city on the 16th ultimo, and reached Fort Scott on the
next day, where I met the supply wagons which you had caused to be fitted
out for the use and benefit of the refugees at Gibson, awaiting the departure of
the military trains for tpe latter place.
On the :Wth day of June the immense train, consisting of over 300 wagons,
was put in motion, and received as an escort about 2,100 men and five pieces of
artillery.
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On the eYening of the 30th of June, :Major Forman, commanding Indian
Horne Guards, wa::; in the advance with 400 Iudia.ns, and had a skirmish with
a small party of Colonel Stan 1Vatie's mt'n about six miles north of Cabin Creek,
the stronghold of the bushwhackers and highway robber:-;, in which four of the
enemy were killed and three taken prisoners. From these prisoners we ascertained
that Colonel Stan \Vatic was in force at Cabin Creek, with the intrntion of
attacking onr trains in fi·ont, and the rebel General Cabbcll, who, being on the
eaEt side of Grand river at the time with 2,000 men and ~i:x: pieces of artillery,
was expected to attack the train in the rear. On the morning of the 1st instant, as the train was advancing on Cabin Creek timber, about half a mile
north of the creek, 1\iaior Forman threw his entire Indian force into the timber
in advance, but Colonci Stan \Vatil~, with about 1,000 men, conte::;ted their crossing by openiug a murderous mu~ket fire upon them. A fight ensued here
which lasted nearly four hours, the result of which being decidedly in our
favor. However, we retired a sl~ort distance on account of the creek not being
fordable, and went into camp, ready to resume the fight the next rnorniug. In
the mean time Ueneral Cabbell, who was to have attacked our rear, failed,
Grand river being so swollen as to make his cros8ing impossible. On the
morning of the 2d instant our guns were placed in position, the rebels successfully shelled, and, after five lwun; hard fighting, the safe crossing of the entire
train across the creek was effected. Our loss was three killed and forty wounded;
amongst the latter was Major Forman, who, while gallantly charging the enemy
with his Indians, was severely wounded by receiving two bullets, beEides having
his horse shot um1cr him. 'l'he loss of the enemy consisted of 25 killed, 36
wounded, and nine pri;-;oners.
On Sunday, the 6th instant, we reached 1!-,ort Gibson, but no oue was per. mitted to enter the fort excepting the v~trious commanders of regiments accompanyiug the train. There were positive order::; from Colonel Phillips,
commandiug that post. It was with great difi)cnlty that I secured a passage
acro:-:s Grand river to the fort, uotwithstanding my appeals to the military
authorities, and indeed, had it not been through my intimate acquaintance with
Captain Cox, the officer of the day, I would certainly have been obliged to
return without attending to any business.
1 enterecl Fort Gibson on Sunday eve, and soon satisfied myself of the terrible condition to which these unfortunate refugees have been subjected ever
since Colonel Philli.)JS has been bc:"ieged. 'l'he gronud held by the latter at that
time did not exceed one and one-half mile square. In this little space I found
about 3,000 soldiers, and from all accounts I could learn, nearly 6,000 refugees,
consisting of Cherokees, Euchees, Creeks and Seminoles, of which the proportion of females and children was much the largest, owing to the number of
males in the Indian brigade and rehel army. 'l'hese Indians, in part, were lying under trees and on the wayside, exposed to the hot sun, half st~rved and
naked, and a great many of them sick with dysentery and diarrhrea. Besides,
the small-pox and varioloid are prevailing as an epidemic in and around Fort
Gibson, which have caused great mortality among::;t them.
I soon found Agent Harlan, the venerable old judg·e, who, by the way, is
untiring in his efforts to make the refugees as comfortable as the limited means at
his command enable him to do. He, too, has had the small-pox, and had a hard
time of it. Agent Harlan occupies an old barn for his headquarters. It was
set aside to him, and considered good enough by the military authorities for
Indian agents, or any body else connected with the Indian department, the
military occupying all the good buildings themselves.
Agent Harlan bitterly complains of the ill and u 1gcntlemanly treatment
which he has received at the hands of the military authorities since Colonel Phillips ordered the Cherokee families from Tahlequah, Park Hill, and their homes
generally, into Fort Gib;;on. He asserts that had Colonel Phillips allowed him a
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force of 200 men for the protection at r.rahlequah, he could easily have defended
that place with what available refugees he had at his command from rebel
invasion, and thus might have saved, the crops of theh· refugees at and near
Tahlequah and Park Hill.
But, as it has turned out, the crops, which were so promising, have been laid
· waste by Colonel Stan vV a tie's men in their late raid to the latter place; consequently the attempt on the part of the government to place .the Cherokee Indians in a position to enable them to raise their own breadstuffs the present
year, by furnishing them with all the necessary seeds and agricultural imple·
ments, is an entire failure.
I had an interview with Colonel Phillips on Monday morning, the 6th instant,
in which he told me that having now received re-enforcements he would ende::tvor to replace Agent Harlan and the families of the refugees at Tahlequah,
and give them a sufficient guard for protection. Colonel Phillips, at first, insisted
that I should, on my return to Kansas, take off of his hands about 1,200 refugees, consisting principally of women and children, and bring them in wn.gons
to the btter place, and also wanted me to furnish them with rations on their
way up. This I respectfully declined to do. I told Colonel Phillips thn.t these
families had just been removed to their own eountry, at his own so7£citation,
and at great expense to the government, and now, as the" garrison had been reenforced, and General Blunt wa~ about to make a forward movement across into
Arkansas, thus leaving the Cherokee country clear of rebels, these families
might just as well remain in their own country.
I ins trnctecl Agent Harlan to issue rations to · all the refugee Indians 'belonging to the southern superintendency, at and around Fort Gibson, regardless of
tribe. rl'his, I am aware, will be the cause of great additional labor to Agent
Harlan, but, with the assistance of Special Agents William Dole and A. G.
Proctor, who have been detailed to his aid, he will be able to manage the affairs
of these unfortunate Indians with more success than heretofore, although great
exertions are being made by the military authorities in the Cherokee nation to
prejudice the Indians generally against every person connected with the Indian
department. r:l,his, Ag·ent Harlan says, is very unpleasant and perplexing to
the officers under whose charge the refugees are placed, and should be remedied
as soon as possible.
It will be perceived that ever since the Cherokee refugees were forcibly removed, by the military authorities, from Dry \V oocl, Kansas. to N cosho, Missouri,
it has not only been difficult to reach them with supplies, whenever necessary,
but it has also been very expensive to the government to transport the supplies
to their destination. 'rhat movement was very unfortunate, indeed, for those
Indians, for, besides placing them in one of the most infested rebellious districts of Missouri, it was very unhealthy; the cost of subsisting them was
greater, and they were more uncomfortably situated in every respect than at
Dry vV oocl or in Kansas.
That part of the country through which supply trains for the Cherokee Indians will have to pass at present is, as my report shows, also infested with a
gang of buslrivhackers and thieves, and consequently very umafe. There is
hardly a government train that goes clown to Fort Gibson that is not attacked
on that route either by rrom Livingston's gang, or else by some of General
Cooper's command.
,
U nd.er these circumstances, the transportation of supplies for these Indians
is a source of great danger and embarrassment, besides a great loss of. time,
and an uncertainty of getting supplies to their destination when required.
Respectfully, your obedient servant,
HENRY SMITH.
l-Ion. \V. G. CoFFI:\1,
SupeTi tendent qf Indian Ajj'ai1·s, Leavenworth, J(ansas.
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No. 113.
OFFICE SuPERINTENDENT OF INDfAi\" AFFAIR.._,
·
Leavenworth, Kansas, Aug~tst 10, 1863.

• Sm: I have the honor here-with to enclose a copy of a report of Jus tin Harlan, United States Indian agent, concerning the condition of the Cherokee and
other refugee Indians within the Cherokee nation, and recommending· their
speedy removal from the Indian territory to a locality where subsi:,;tcnce car~
be procured more readily at lower figures, and \vhere the ruinous ratrs of transporting the same can be avoided. He recommends for tha,t locality the V crdigris,
where the present year an abundant crop of everything has Leen raised, and
where thousands of Inclians can be subsisted for one-fourth of the <'xpenses
required in the Cherokee nation.
I fully concur with the views of Agent Harlan, from the fact that it will be
utterly impossible, during thr approaching winter season, to procure transportation for supplies de;:.tined for the Cherokee country, at least not without paying
for the same, if it can be got at all, three times as much as the cost of subsistence
in Kamas, Lcsiclc the danger and uncertainty of getting subsistence to the Indian country in the winter whenever it is required.
I would most respectfully suggest that if the department shonld decide upon
the removal of the said Indians nearer sup plies, to inform me, without delay, so
th<1.t I may be able to make the neceRf'\ary arrangements without much expense
to the government and loss of time.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

G. COFFIN,
Superintendent indian .Affairs.

"\VILLIAJ\1

Hon.

WILLIAM P. DoLE,
Commissioner rif Indian .Affairs, TVaslu'ngton.

No. 113~.
LEAVENWORTH,

J(ansas, August 8, 1863.

SIR: You request from me a statement of the numbers, condition, and pros-

pects of the Cherokee Indians under my charge.
As near as I have been able to ascertain from all the sources at my command,
I judge there are not far from 21,000 Cherokees, properly called the nation.
Of these, ahout 8,000, in the year 1862, joined the rebels, :mel almost nll the men
lmve since entered the rebel army, and arc now beyond the Arkausas river.
l\Jost of their women and children haYe also left the Cherokc0 territory, most
likely never to be allowed to return to or form part of the Cherokef' nation.
'I'hc balance of the IJatiou are loyal; almost all the men and large boys arc in
the Union army, and doing good service. :Many have been killed in battle, and
died of woun cls, sickness, and exposnre.
The women and children have been still more exposed to sicknei's and death
than the men, and great numbers have died. Robbed lly the rebel army and
driven from their lwnses, some took refuge in the mountaiuR, and othert~ fled out
of the territory in inclement weather, and by exposure contr~tecl disease of
which they died, and many others, no doubt, arc yet alive who will die from the
same cause.
It i~ believed that tltcre are many now in the rebel army who wc·re loyal but.
were forced into the rebel :::ervice. I have, however, V<'ry seriow;:, doubts whether
that is true to any consiclcrablc extent; but of this I nm :::atit:dicd, that there
are more disloyal Cherokees in the nation, who adhere tu the rebels, than there
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are of those who arc loyal. From all sources of infurmuLion in my reach, I
think there arc left 9,000 loyal Cherokees, and that they are determined never to
forgive the disloyal, or permit them to live :in or form a portion of the Cherokee
nation. They have a clear majority and have post~ession. If they remain firm,
and I believe they will, I do not doubt that that portion of the Cherokees now
absent will never return to, or bt> any part of, the Cherokee nation in future.
THEIR CONDITION.

Their condition is thA most pitiable imaginable. 'J'hey were, only a few years
ago, the most powerful, wealthy, and intelligent Indians in the United 8tates,
and were proud of their power, wc:tlth, and intelligence. 'l'hey are now reduced
to a third-rate power among Iudians, aud their wealth all gone. They fully
understand their position, and are humbled. At the breaking out of the present
rebellion the Cherokees assum(·d a neutrality, but the rebel army forced them
to take sides, and they joined the rebellioll; but when the Union army (hove
the rebels out, the loyal portion returned to their allegiance and still remain loyal.
During the summer of 1862 our army drove the r ebels out and enlisted almost
all the able-bo:lied Cherokees jnto the Union army, :mel immediately left the
country and took the Indian soldiers with them, and left the women more exposed than they were before. The rebels, maddened at their conduct, followed
up the retreat of our army :mel robbed the women and children of all they wanted,
and destroyed, without hindrance, large amounts of pro}_Jerty valuable to the
families. T'he Union army again, in the last fall and winter, ad \·anced and
fought several successful battles and drove the enemy across the Arkansas
river, and again retreated into Missouri and Arkansas, and again left the rebels
to their revenge on the women and children, of which they took advantage, and
again robbed and plundered.
During the last winter the military authorities became mnch interested in
the welfare of the Indians and in their early removal to their homes, and, by
public proclamation, assured them that they had protected and would prc..tect
them there. 'I'he Indians believed it, if I did not. 'I'hey Aetted at the delay
in removing them home, complained, ancl the milipary encouraged thc:m to press
the matter upon me. I promised the military. as soon as they drove out the
r ebels, I would take them home, and would follow them in a week at the furthest.
'I'he military seemed absurd, and the Indians also. Tardy, as I was charged
with being, I beat the army to Tahlequah by about two hours. Induced by
military promises, the Indians scattered themselves over the entire territory.
Colonel Stand W atie then entered the territory in three different raids and
drove the women into Fort Gibson, took everything he could ride, or drive, or
carry off, and destroyed their .crops, and prevented the tending of everything
planted. Seeds of all kinds and farming tools were furnished by the government, and all lost, nothing saved. What whent was sown was not saved; there
was nobody to save it but the military, and they were holding Fort Gibson.
3,500 men, a strong fort, and six cannon, was all required to hold Fort Gibson
and the territory as far as the cannon would reach.
"\Vatie, with 700 ragamuffins, was permitted to rob at will over the whole
territory. If anything was left by Waitie, it has not yet been found. Destitution, total :and entire, followed his last raid. Perhaps he would have returned before General Blunt came if anything had been left, bnt there was
nothing. 'I'ha~is their condition now.
THEIR PROSPECT.

'l'he wide worlcl is before them. They can begin the world again, ancl all
they make and save they will have, nothing more. 'l'hey are humbled, disgraced, impoverished, and, worst of all, demoralized. The enmity existing
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between the ''pins" and half-breeds will end in murder, and tho feeble hold
which Christianity and civilization has ha.cl will soon, if not already, b e broken,
and what is left (if any,) it is greatly to uo feared, will return to a state of barbarism.
But we must try to prevent it if possible. They must be fed and clothed,
and both ought to be well done. With proper enconragement, perhaps, thc·y
may yet see bettrr days. rrhey are now without anything to live on but their
cattle which could not be driven off by \Vatic. rl'heir bread and groceries
must come from abroad. rl'he neare.:;t point where provisions can be procured
is Fort Scott, a distance of one hundred anJ sixty-five miles, and it has to be
hauled there from a distance. rrhe next point is on the ~eosho, not less than
two hundred mileR, and b tween all points and the nation there is no forage in
the winter, 11eitl1er corn nor hay. A team can do Ettie in the winter but haul
its own forage, and, from anything I can now sec, the Indians in their own
country must starve. The hauling now, when the grass is g·ood, canuot be done
for less than five dollars per hundred pound:::, and three times that in winter,
to leave out of the qnestion that a considerable time may come when it cannot
be done at all.
I think the depm'tment ought to order their return nearer to provisions, say,
to the head of the Verdigris, J_Je Roy, or Fort Scott. My preference is for the
Verdigris, as the country there can supply them cheaply with corn and flour.
They prefer corn, and there it can be got in any quantity. I think the order
to remove them should be made soon, and give time to prepare them before
very cold weather.
Respectfully, your obedient servant,
JUSTIN HARLAN,
United States Indian Agent.
Colonel W. G. CoFFIN,
S~pe?·intendent if Indian Affairs, Lcavenwortlt.

No. IH.
OFFICE

SPPI.:RINTE~UEXT

()}<'

I~DTA~ AFFATH~,

Leacenwortlz, I(ansas, August 31, 1863.
SIR : I haYe the honor herewith to transmit copies of communications received from Addison G. Proctor, special agent, under dates of the 31st of .July
and 9th instant, in regard to the affairs of the Cherokee and other destitute
refug·ce Indians at the Cherokee agency.
The coutrarineBs and interferencr> manifested by the military authorities in
the Indian country towards those who are having charge of the Indin,ns within
the Cherokee nation is so annoying and embarrassing that it has become unpleasant, difficult, and almost iml_Joss ibl e for them to attend to the duties of
their official capa,cities with succe:ss. If the military would only make it their
bnsinei:'s to rid tho Indian tcnitory of rebels, instead of intermeddling with the
dfairs of the Interior Department, or those connuctcd with or acting for the
same, the n.fugee Incliaus in Kansas might haTe long since been enabled to return to their home.::.
As early as in the fall of 1SG2 the military authorities took forcible posses~ion of the Cherokee rcfngee Indians then av Camp Dry \Vood, where I had
made ample provision._ to fecJ and shelter tlwm. They run them off to N co~ho,
_li::;f.touri , a district which was S'> thiddy infest •d with reb ·1::; that it was dan~·~rous for any loyal 1wrson or Union nnn to go outsicle of the town limits
even a :'lingle mile, insteaJ. of ·wooing them (as the ple't was) to their own
country. l!'or wh:1.t purpose this was dono I have never been able to ascertain.
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Early last Bpring, by the earr.est recommendation of Colonel Phillips, I forwarded a supply of agricultural implements, seeds of varions kinds, some
brcadstnffi•, together with as much transportation as I was able to procure, to
Neosho, Missouri, for the purpose of removing these Indians to their homes in
the Cherokee nation, and to enable them, after their arrival there, to raise their
own Bubsistcnce for the present year.
This movement, as shown by previous reports .sent to you, proved to be an
entire failure, on account of the inability of the military authorities to furnish
the promised protection to theee Indians in the Cherokee nation. Ever since
that time I have been furnishing them with subsistc·nce as regularly as I possibly
could, considering the limited means at my command, the surrounding difficulties
and flangcrs in transporting supplies over a distance of nearly 300 miles, and
the disappointments, annoyances, and interfeFenccs shown on the part of the
military authorities of the Indian country. Indeed, cases have occurred where
the latter have forcibly takell possession of such supplies as I sent to the
Cherokee nation for the usc of the destitute Indians, and distributed the same
themselves, in the presence of Indian agents who were perfectly competent to
attend to th eir own business.
I had an interview with General Blunt last spring, and talked with him fully
in rrgard to the protection needed for the safe transportation of supplies to the·
Cherokee nation. He assured me that he would place a sufficient force at Humboldt, Kansas, where, upon application, I could at any time secure an escort.
for supply trains when needed. Yet I have only been able to get an escort on
one occ·1.:5ion, and then only 40 men, and, by direction of General Blunt, I hac1
to make up the requisite number of that escort with 125 refngee Indians, whose·
service, as shown in Agent Proctor's report, was not worth anything at all, inasmuch as they refno:Oed to accompany the train any further at the time while·
some danger was apprehended of encountering a small rebel force, and actually
returned to Kan~as. It is only recently that I have again been disappointed in
the same manner. The following are the facts: A week or two ago Agent
Harlan made a requisition on me for a large quantity of supplies for the immediate use of the destitute Indians within his, the Cherokee ageucy... At least
75 teams were deemed necessary for transporting those supplies to their destination; and after having travelled over a large portion of four counties. to secure
the same in a scanty settled country, whose people are mainly depending upon
<lgricultural pw:snit::;, I immediately repaired to Fort Scott, the headquarters
of General Blunt's district, ancl on the 15th instant made proper a:eplication for
an e::;cort sufficient to accompany the mpply train to the Cherokee agency. It
was granted, and promised that the escort should meet the said train at Humboldt, Kansas, on the 20th instant; whereupon, I proceeded to Burlington,
Kansas, the point at ·which the teams were to report to me. But, to my great
~stonishment, after having loaded and even started a portion of the teams, I
received a despatch from H. Z. Curtis, the assistant adjutant g.eneral of General
Blunt, at Fort Scott, stating that the escort promised me on the 15th instant
could not be furnished, and that I must await the arrival of more troops, or
else take my supply train to Fort Scott, and there join the military train whenever it might start. I would here remark that, by going from Burlington
to the Cherokee agency, by way of Fort Scott, it increases the distance at least
65 miles. The contents of that despatch, I must confess, startled me considerably; and not !wowing when the next military train was to leave Fort Scott for
the Indian country, besides having been so often charged by you to observe the
strictest economy in my disbursenwnts made on account of the Indian service
within the southern superintendency, for the ·want of sufficient funds, I immediately unloaded and discharged the teamsters until further orders. This, of
couroe, created immense dissatisfaction amoug them, and it w.ill no doubt in future be very difficult to obtain the services of themselves and. their teams. Bnt.
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it had to be clone to avoid an expense of at least several thousand dollars. On
the 30th instant I rccc;ivecl nnother clespntch from the same source informing
me that a military train would leave Fort Scott for the Indian country on or
about the lOth proximo, at which time and point I was permitted to attach my
supply train to it. Although the time specified is short, yet I will endcnvor to
get the train ready, considering the uncertainty of ~ecuring the requisite number of teams at the pre~:;ent time. I mention these matters to convince you that
such disappointments as these hnve sometimes caused delay::; in getting supplies
to the destitute Indians in the Cherokee nation at times, perhap~. when they
were mostly needed; and if complaints are made by the Indians of noL being
regularly f'upplit•<], it is at such times that the military officers and their tools
seize the favorable opportunity to prejudice the Indians against the Indian department, and all other:-> connected with it, while the blame for snch delays
properly belongs to themsclve:~.
'l'hcrc ha:-> nothing becu raised to feed the refugee Indians witl1in the Cherokee nation upon, nearer than Kansas, at present. 'l'he transportation now,
when teams can subsiBt upon grass, costs more than the ~mLsistcnce; and when
gra:::s i:::; goue I don't think it can be hauled at all overland, or if it can, it will
be at <·normous and ruinous prices. 'rherc arc now (and the number will increase) not le::;s than ::;even thousand destitute Indians in the Cherokee nation
requiring full rations.
1 would therefore most respectfully call your attention, as well as. that of the
honorable Secretary of the Interior, to the fact, th;,t if, as Colonel Phillips now
strongly recommend::;, as al:::o Agents Harlan and Proctor, and all tho8e knowing the difficulties and uncertainties of getting supplies to these Indians, and as
prudence, common sense, economy, and safety imperiously demand, all those
refugee Indians who arc not useful in clearing out the rebels of and holding the
Indian country should b0 moved to southern Kansas, where they can Le ·well,
regularly, surely and cheaply fed, not a moment should be lost in ordering such
a removal, in order that the necessary arrangements can be made.
All of which is most respectfully submitted by your obedient servant,
WILLIAM G. OOF.B.,IN,
Superintendent <if Indian Affairs.
Ron. CHARLES E. ::M:Ix,
Acting Commissioner if Tmlian Affairs, Wasllington, D. C.

No. 115.
N ., July 31, 1863.
SIR: 1\Ir. Dole leaves to-day for Kansas, and I improve the opportunity to
communicate to you.
I arrived safely at Fort Gibson on Friday, the 24th, ancl crossed the train
on the ferry next clay. I received no re-enforcements from Gibson, although
sending three different times for more force, (our Juclians, all but eight or ten,
having left us as soon as it became apparent that there was danger of our being
molested,) and when we arrived had but forty men in all as escort.
'\V e were ordered, by messenger from General Blunt, to eros::; at Ross's Ford,
and move on to 'rahlequah, as the families were to be moved there, but, beiug
unable to comply with the order on account of Grand river being imlJa;:;:::;able, I
moved the train down to Gibson, and crossed there, to save time.
We moved with all our effects from Fort Gibson on Sunday, unloaded the
train at the agency on Monday, and on 'l'ucsday morning it started for Kansas~
accompanied hy Judge Harlan .
CHEROKEE AGENCY, C.
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The goods were all delivered in good ordr;r and condition, and the flour is of
the best quality, and giving f'latisfnction.
We commenced issuing to the families 1'uesday morning a week's rations to
each, and have been constautly employed ever since our first iss ue. vVe are
issuing flour, sugar, coffee, soap, soda, tobacco and corn. We have breadstuffs
enough to last two months, and tobacco to last six months.
I shall be :tble in about ten days to form, with much more cert:tinty, an
-estimate of the number of persons to be fed rrgularly at the agency, and will
inform you as soon as I can do so with any degree of liability.
We arc more cumfortably situated here than at Fort Gibson, yet the home is
very much out of repair. A small amount, say $100, judiciout<ly expended,
would save ten times that amount to the government, and make the house hab-·
itable. A great many of the windows are broken, the doors are without fastenings or latches, the furniture is all gone, and everything portable about the
honse bas been removed. The records and papers belonging to the agency are
destroyed beyond recovery. These repairs will be required before fall, to make
the house comfortable for the 'vinter.
I urged Judge Harlan to impress upon you the necessity of having some
funds at the disposal of the ugent here. He vvi1l probably explain the need of
it. A simple letter of credit for such amount as you may deem advisable, on
which I can draw on you or Carney & Co., will be all that is nect>ssary. I can
get the draft cashed at the fort. I have some private funds of my own, which
I will use, if required, until hearing from you.
The question of supplying this large number of dependent families the coming winter is one of importance. '.rhe quantity of provisious required will be
enormous, and from my best knowledge, both from partial experience and the
testimony of those who know the uncertainty of transporting freight over a
country watered by large streams without bridg·es or ferries, I Lave no hesitation in saying that if we depend on hiring our transportation from Kansas
there cannot be provisions enough sent between now and fall to sustain these
people during the winter. My humble advice is, to move all wlw will go, say
two thoueand of them, to southern Kansas, to be fed during the winter; and,
with that number less on our hands, and vigorous action in supplying the balance, we may succeed in getting through without starvation. '.rhey could be
moved there without cost, and fed at one-fourth the cotst of supplying them
here. I commend this subject to your earnest attention.
'rhc departure of 1\Ir. Dole leaves me with all the cares and responsibilities
of the Cherokee agent. I assume the responsibility cheerfully, and with the
confidence that I shall be equal to the task. I shall be actuated by a desire to
serve faithfully the government and the Indians, and shall expect to be sustained in doing my duty as long aR I do it well. In consideration of the exposed service in which 1 have hitherto been placed, and the arduous duty of this
agency, I think I should be entitled to at least tho pay of other special agents.
1 shall communicate with you often, and 1\:eep you advi~ed of the condition
of affairs in this section of your superintendency.
Very respectfully, your obedient servaut,
A. G. PROCTOR,
Au i'ng Clterokee Agent.
WILLIAM

G.

CoFFIN,

Esq.,

Superintendent

if Indian

Affai,·s.

FoRT GIBSON, Clu:TOkr·c l-lation, August 9, 1863.
DBAR Sm: I arrivrd here from the agency last <'Ycnillg, nnd tllink to return
to-morrow morning. All the troops belouging to tl1is army have been called in
to this point, and we are left eighteen miles from any force, and entirely without
a guard. As there is temptation for a party of rebels· to make a raid in that
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direction to destroy, or perhaps capture, the provisions under my charge at the
agency. I have come down to see if it is possible to get a small force detailed
for that point as a guard to insure our safety, as well as that of the provisions on
hand. I have had a long talk with General Blunt, have informed him of our situation a11J. the value of the goods liable to be destroyed, and have asked him for
a guard of twenty-five men to be stationed at the agency for a few weeks during
the distribution of those provisions. He says it will be impossible for him to
furnish a man at present; but after the train gets in, which will be in about a
week, and he has them, he willfuntish on my request any number I may think
necessary. If I get any information of any movement of the enemy likely to
be made in that direction, he will send a force at any time on my order if the
evidence will justify it.
I have done all I can to insure the safety of the goods, and the consequences
of a loss, if any happens, must rest where it belongs. For the present I have
made up my mind to do without any military assistance, and run my own risks.
As far as I am personally concerned I do not feel so much uneasim'ss, as I sleep
out in the woods at night, and being very busy in the daytime, have no time to think
of the danger.
In anticipation of the possibility of a raid, I have issued the past week rations
for two weeks to each family, which reduces the amount on hand considerably.
I am keeping a correct list of each family that are receiving provisions, and the
amount of each article they receive. I shall be enabled by the end of each month
to report just what has been done.
I have not the exact amount of rations issued the past week with me, as I
have not figured up the week of. yesterday, but the whole number of persons
who have received two weeks will be within a few of 4,500. There are some
who have yet been unable to get to the agency to draw, and that amount will
probably reach at least 5,000 people who will continue to need supplies regularly.
Mr. Dole left the agency one week ago, Friday, (July 31,) remaining but three
days after Judge Harlan left. He has been at Fort Gibson ever since. I send a communication by him to you, which will probably reach you about the time this will.
I was compelled to hire a man last week to assist in distributing, as we were
crowded from morning till night. I paid him off yesterday. Ji:verything is
going on smoothly at the agency, and, without fear of having my motive misconstrued, I can safely say that there has been a better state of thing8 at the
Cherokee agency than l have ever seen before. I intend, if it is in my power,
to have it continue so. I find that a little complacency is worth many other
virtues in dealing with the Cherokees.
If it is in your power, and not detrimental to the interest of the department, I
should like, as soon as Judge Harlan returns, to be assigned to duty in Kausa8;
and if not, I shall probably resign my place.
'rhis doing business in an enemy's country without the co-operation of the
military power is not only extremely hazardous, but very unpleasant; and after
sleeping in the woods a couple of months in constant danger, with no prospect of
relief, I am very cortjident that I shall be most happy to retire to the quiet of
Kansas life.
I shall remain with the provisions and distribute them at the agency, if not
molested, and if anything is lost you must place the responsibility where it belongs.
Two applications for a guard, with a full knowledge of the danger on the part of
the general, is, in my opinion, satisfactory evidence that we must run our own
risks. Hoping to hear from you often, and to receive some instructions or suggestions in reference to the best course to be pursued,
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
A. G. PROCTOR, Acting Clterokee Agent.
Colonel W . G. CoFFIN,
Superintendent qf Indian A./fairs.
22 I
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No. 116.
I
FoRT S coTT, Kansas, October 23, 1863.
DEAR SIR: I have the honor of transmitting herewith a communication from
Special Agent l\Iilo Gookins, with the army in the Indian territory. I received
a letter from him a short time since, strongly urging the removal of the Creek
and Seminole refugees to their homes at once, stating that their country was all
clear, and that there was corn enough in their country to winter them.
Now I learn from him, and the military despatches that come with his communication, that all the country south of the Arkansas is in the possession of
the rebels under Quantrell and Cooper, and that our troops had gathered a
large quantity of the corn, and, when driven out by the rebels, they burned
and destroyed all the corn they could; and I learn, from a prisoner who made
his escape from Quantrell, now here, that Quantrell said he .i ntended to winter
in the Creek and Seminole country, and fatten his horses, and make a spring
campaign in Kansas. I learn also that Price, with all his forces, about twelve
thousand, were advancing upon Fort Smith, and that Quantrell and Cooper,
with about eight thousand men, were at the same time to take possession of
}-,ort Gibson.
If this be true-and it looks possible-there is not force in reach of these forts
to hold them. I have had a conversation with Colonel Phillips, and he thinks
the capture of those places by the rebels very probable. From all this information, I am confirmed in the opinion so often expressed, that, until the Tebels are
driven out of that country, southern Missouri, Arkansas, and the Indian territory, and a part of rrexas, and the forts in the territory garrisoned by a sufficient military force, there will be no safety in returning the helpless refugees
-now in Kansas to their homes; and unless there should be more efficient military management in this department than we have yet had, we will inevitably
have not only to winter them the coming winter iu Kansas, but summer and
winter them another year outside of their homes somewhere. We have a large
train engaged, and fifteen hundred sacks of flour, and groceries enough to load
eighty teams engag·ed, but, as we have to depend upon the teams in the country
that we can pick up, we never get over two-thirds, and frequently not more
than half, of what we engage.
It is very unfortunate that we have not good clothing and shoes to send
down by this train, as the chances of getting another down this winter look
gloomy indeed, and the Tefugees there are suffering very much for clothing,
but if they should reach us we will use every effort to get them to the Indians.
All of which is most respectfully submitted, by your obedient servant,
WILLIAM G. COFFIN,
Superintendent of Indian Ajjairs.
Ron. WILLIAM P. DoLE,
Commissioner of Indian Affairs, Wasl~ington, D. 0.

No. 117.
CAMP DoLE, (six MILES BELow FoR'l' BLU:'iT,)
October 17, 1863.
SIR : Since I wrote to you on the 12th ultimo, from North Fork, Creek nation,
but little has transpii·ed wjthin my immediate sphere of duties worthy of record,
and yet we are almost constantly under excitement by 1·eports of raids and
murders 11ear us.
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I have not received anything from your department since I left Kamas.
You will, of course, be otherwise informed that the Cherokee agency has been
removed from near Tahlequah to Fort Blunt. I have not been to the fort since
they came down.
The prospective difficulties of getting through the coming winter with the
refugees seem to be increasing. The number properly termed refugees is daily
on the increase, by arrivals from various quarters ; and, to us here, the difficulties of getting sufficient supplies from the north to sustain them are, seemingly,
becoming greater. 'rhe country south of us, which we lately occupied, aud
where provisions are plenty, is said to be now occupied by the rebels, and unless
a sufficient force can be concentrated to drive them back again, we need not look
for much in the way of supplies from the country here.
vYith three or four thousand bare-footed women and children, and provisions
only to last them into December, the prospect looks rather gloomy. I have
stated in my previous communications that it was impracticable to discriminate
between those Indians who have always remained loyal to the government and
those who have seemed otherwise. There was a time when 0-poth-le-yo-ho-la, a
Creek chief, with his followers, James McDonald of the Cherokees, with his
party, aud a few who went to the Sac agency and to Kansas, constituted nemly
all the Indians of the Creek, Seminole, and Cherokee tribes, who were not
directly or indirectly implicated with disloyalty by joining the south, or consenting to treaties with them. There were many others, however, who gave good
evidence of loyalty as soon as they had a safe opportunity of doing so. But a
large majority of all these tribes are now occupying a loyal position towards the
government; and those who are almost daily coming in are their neighbors, friends,
and brothers, and seem naturally to fall in, and are considered all right; at least,
it would be difficult for any agent to keep up a distinction between them.
I enclose you a southern document which may not have fallen into your
hands before.
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
l\IILO GOOKINS,
Special Agent.
Hon. WM. G. CoFFIN,
Superintendent of Indian Affairs, Leavenworth, Kansas.
No.

117~.

OFFICE OF SuPERINTENDENT oF INDIAN AFFAIR~,

LeavenwO?·tl~, Kansas, November 28, 1863.
SIR : I have the honor to enclose herewith, for your information, a copy of
the report of A. G. Proctor, esq., who has just returned from the Cherokee nation, where he has been employed as assistant to Agent Harlan for the past ten
months.
The said report contains a statement of the present condition and general
affairs of the Cherokee, Creek, and Choctaw countries, together with Mr. Proctor's opinion as to the course which ought to be pursued by the department prior
to the removal of the southern refugee Indians in Kansas, and the Cherokee
nation, to their homes, and after they get there. It contains much information
about matters and things generally in the Indian country, and will, no doubt, be
of considerable value and interest to the department.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
W. G. COFFIN,
Sttperintendent of Indian Affairs.
Hon. WM. P. DoLE,
Commissioner of Indian Ajj'airs, Waaldngton, D. C.
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No. 11 '7!l.
LEAVENWORTH, KANSAS,

J.VovemLer 28, 1863.
SIR : In compliance with your request, I herewith submit a report of the
present condition of affairs affecting the interests of the Indians within the Cherokee and Creek country.
I left Fort Gibson on the 15th of the present month. Up to that time there
were enrolled on the " census of loyal Cherokees" within the nation ten thousaud souls. At least eight thousand of these are applying regularly to the
officers of the Indian rlepartment for subsistence; the disloyal fam11ies having,
in most every instance, shared the exile from the country with their diHloyal
fathers or husbands in the rebel service. The population of the Cherokee nation must be considP.red as loyal.
The country being entirely destitute of everything capable of affording subsistence, these people must necessarily be dependent upon the government for
an existence until they can be enabled to raise a crop.
In order to secure them in the possession of their country, and to enable them
to raise their own subsii'itence, (which they all seem anxious to do,) it will be
absolutely necessary to have the hearty co-operation of an efficient military
force. 'rhis they have, so far, been deprived of; and the result to-day is the
complete abandonment, by the loyal people, of all the towns and settlements in
the Cherokee nation, outside of l!,ort Gibson, by the male population.
Park Hill is completely abandoned, not a family remaining. The house of
Chief Ross has been burned, with other prominent buildings, and the entire population has fled for protection either to Kansas, or within our army lines at Gibson.
At TahleC]_ uah, their seat of government, the public buildings have been Lnrned
to the ground. Many of the citizem, including .l\fr. Nave, son of the chief,
have been murdered, and not a loyal family remains. All the people have been
forced to seek protection elsewhere. The agency buildings, two miles from
Tahlequah, are again abandoned, and, althoug·h at last accounts they were not
destroyed, they are likely to be at any time. 'rhree times w.ithin the thirty days
previous to my leaving Gibson has Colonel Stand W atie, commanding rebel
Cherokees, invaded the 11ation to its very centre, murdering, robbing, and destroying, and each time has he passed out unmolested. On the second raid,
during the last week in October, a party of less tltanforty passed leisurely within
five milPs of the fort, robbing the houses of l\Ir. 'l'hompson and Mr. Snyder in
sight of our fortifications, and passed out leisurely without a man of them being
intercepted, and that when between two and three thousand of our troops were.
within or near the fort. So completely desperate has become the condition of
the families of the rebel Indians, that, in their last raid, they not only took the
clothing from the very persons of our loyal women, but took the flannel clothing
from the persons of little children to keep their own families from destitution.
Everything capable of carrying a burden was driven off with what it could
carry, and not a Tebel man or party had been intercepted. :Jiost of the families
who were living about 'l'ahlequah and Park Hill are now on their wa,y to Kansas, seeking that protection which their country has not offered them. Among
them are Judge Riley Keys and family, chief justice of the nation, Mr. David
Palmer, Dr. Hitchcock, and many more valuable citizens of the nation-in all
alJout three hundred souls.
Cattle are yet abundant in the nation, although the consumption of the army
has been enormous as well as wasteful. I have kno·wn a small party of our
scouts to shoot down a large fat ox for a few slices if steak, and leave the rest
for the wolves. I mention this to illustrate the reckless disregard paid by our
troops to Cherokee property. Colonel John Ritchie took command at Fort
Gibson on the 14th of the present month, and >ve have reason to expect a better
state of thiugs ; yet the country has been so completely desolated from its occu-
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1)ation by the rebel~, that but little remains to be protected. Colonel Ritchie has
command of the first, second and third Indian regiments, amounting, I should
judge, altogether to about 1,600 men.
All the white troopa have, by order of General :MeNeil, been sent to Fort
Smith, Arkansas. Our forces occupy only Fort Gibson, in the Cherokee nation,
and we have no Union troops in the Creek, Choctaw, and Chickasaw, or Seminole countries, except some may have been sent very lately from Fort Smith.
'!'.here is no 1·ebcl army north of Red river, yet the country seems overrun with
parties of rebel troops, making it unsafe for our people to venture outside of our
army lines. The agency is now at Fort Gibson, and all subsistence furnished
by the government is delivered to the destitute Indians at that place.
The rebel army having occupied the Creek and Choctaw country until about
the first of September, succeeded in raising a large crop of corn, which they were
compelled to leave as our army advanced. We occupied this country but a few
weeks, so that we reaped but little benefit from their industry. 'l'he disloyal
families of the Creek and Choctaw country have nearly all moved south of Red·
river, yet the rebel roaming bands prevent us from gathering the crops. At
least one hundred thousand bushels of corn are now ungathercd in the forks of
the Coradisa, in the Creek and Choctaw country, and of no practical benefit to
either party. The Creeks are mostly settled in the Arkansas valley, opposite
Gibson, and are destitute. Th8y are, however, being supplied by the Indian department, so that actual suffering is not necessary. But few Seminoles have
applied for relief, and those have been supplied from the Cherokee agency. The
Choctaws nre almost unanimously disloyal. The great disadvantage under
·which the officers of the Indian department have labored in that country, is the
want of an efficient co-operation of the military with the civil authorities. rl'his
has been annoying and disadvantageous to the Indian department, more particularly in the transportation of supplies to that country. We have been forced
to keep trains waiting on great expense for escorts, and have suffered unnecessary inconveniences. The train of which I had charge in May last was detained ejght days at Fort Gibson awaiting an escort. ''_llhe last train down from
Fort Scott, of eighty wagon~, was ordered and placed not only behind all the
government wagons, some six miles in motion, but behind over two hnnch·ed
sutler wagons, placing them under every possible disadvantage. This train was
under the direct charge of General Blunt. The direct result of this is, extra
rates must be paid to those teams which incur extra risks and inconveniences,
besides the increased labor necessary to secure this transportation even at lucrative prices. These disadvantages will exist as long as the military commrtnder
has all the authority, while the Indian agents have none. Vv care entirely dependent upon their good will, and in the continual changes that are occurring
among those in authority, the efficiency of conducting the affairs of the Indiant~
becomes very much impaired. There should be placed in cmpmand of tlw
Indian country a man who will consult the interests of the people of the natiot\
as well as t}lC soldiers, and who is willing to be counselled by their authorized
guardians.
\Vith such a man in command, I should think it advisable by aU means to remove all the refugee Indians now in Kansas to their country as early as practicab] ·
in the spring. Farms well fenced are abundant, and comfortable houses are
plenty. They can gather around them what remains of their scattered stock,
and, in the enjoyment of that protection which it seems so easy to afford were it
the will if the commander, they can be once more a peaciful, industrious and~
contented people.
V cry respectfully, your obedient servant,
A. G. PROCTOR, Late Special Indian At:rnt~
Colonel WILLIAM G. CoFFIN,
Superintendent of Indian Affai?·s.
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No. 118.
ADD HESS.
CoNFEDERATE STATES OF Al'ITERICA,

War Department, Bureau cif Indian Affairs, Riclunond, Dec. 26, 1862.
To tlte Clwctaws, Chickasaws, Cherokees, Creeks, Beminolcs, and all otlwr
Indian nations and tribes friendly to the Conj'ede'rate States:
:M:v :FRIENDS: I have just returned to Richmond, the capital of the Confederate States, from your beautiful country. To visit you I have travelled over
six thousand miles in the last four months. The President of the Confederate
States, one who loves you well, commanded me to make this journey, to see
you at your homes, to converse with you face to face, in order that the government might be placed in possession of certain and reliable information in regard
to your wants and necessities, and the condition of your country.
During my stay in the Indian territory, where I was ·treated by you with
every kii1dness and courtesy, I had repeated talks with many of you. rrhe
facts obtained from you in those interviews have been treasured up in my
memory, and shall be fully communicated to the government. In the mean
time, however, I desire to say a few additional words to you, and I trust you
will give to them due consideration.
In the early part of the year 1861, General Albert Pike, of Arkansas, was
sent as a commissioner to your country to explain to you the facts in relation
to the organization of the confederate .government, and to request you to extend
to it the hand of peace and friendship. In pursuance of the authority with
which he was invested before the close of the year, he concluded treaties with
all of you. These treaties have since been properly ratified, and you thereby
became the allies of the Confederate States.
r.rhe government, in making these treaties with you, consulted your welfare
and happiness as well as its own. By reference to them it will be perceived
that every provision is marked by justice .and liberality. 1\Iau.y rights and
privileges arc thereby extended to you which were persistently denied you under
the old government. In short, by the terms of these treaties, you arc made to
Qccupy a high and exalted position-one adapted to your civilization and advancement, and suited to your pride and independence of character.
You are allowed delegates in Congress whose exclusive duty consists in
watching over and guardiug your interests.
The establishment of courts in your midst is provided for, so tl1at you are not
compelled to go for justice to the tribunals of neighboring States, but can have
it administered to you at horne.
,
The payment of all moneys, whether due to you from the old government, or
any of the States which composed it, is secured to you.
The peaceful and uninterrupted possession and enjoyment of your country
forever is guaranteed to you, and the power of the confederate government is
pledged to assist you in defending it at all times and against all enemies.
From the character of these treaties, it seems that the bond of fi·iendship thus
formed between the Confederate States and yourselves ought to endure forever,
and such it is confidently believed will be the fact; for, in addition to the reasons
already enumerated, there yet remain other and most potent ones why it should
be so.
The people of the Confederate States are emphatically your friends and
brothers. You are, in every sense of the word, southern. The south was the
home of your fathers. It was within the shadow of her deep forests and by
the side of hel' sparkling streams that they sported in their infancy, and hunted
the deer and bear in their manhood, and it is in the bosom of her green valleys
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that their bones now lie buried. The territory which you now occupy, and
which has been set apart for you and your children fore-ver, is southern territory.
Your language is southern; your habits, your manners and customs, are southern; and your interests are all southern.
I have said you'r inte1·ests are all soutltern. Herein the war, which is being
waged upon the confederate by the northern States, directly affects you-affects
you to the same extent that it does them. It is for your degradation and abasement, for the destruction of your property, for the overthrow of your institutions,
as well as theirs. Slavery with you is as obnoxious to the fanaticism of the
north as it is in the Confederate States, and could that government subjugate
them and deprive them of their slaves, it would not be long in taking yours
from you also. But this is not all. After having dispossessed you of your
slaves, it would fasten upon your rich and fertile 1ands and distribute them
among its surplus and poverty-stricken population, who have been looking
toward them with longing hearts for years.
A word now in regard to the fortunes of the war. Within the last two years
many battles have been fought. Some of these were on a scale of the greatest
magnitude. In all of them, away from water-courses, the confederate troops,
althoug·h greatly outnumbered, have uniformly proven victorious. Only a few
days ag·o the grand army of the north was defeated, with a loss in killed and
wounded of about twenty thousand men, at Fredericksburg, in this State, by the
confederate forces under General Lee. '11 here is but little doubt that the
results of the future battles will be similar in character to those of the past.
The southern Indian is the fighting Indian; the southern white man is the
fighting white man, and they can never be subdued by northern arms. As well
might a single individual attempt to stay the sweep of a prairie fire.
Some delays have now and then occurred in the fulfilment of certain of the
promises made to you by the confederate government. This could not be prevented. They were the result exclusi-vely of this great and terrible war.
Recollect this fact ,should similar delays hereafter ensue. The confede?·ate
government will comply strictl.IJ with all qf its engagements to you. Bear this
always in mind, and never suffer yourselves to doubt it.
In conclusion I will remark, that by a proper u~e of the facilities for advancement which the government of the Confederate States has placed within your
reach, and under its fostering care and protection, inhabiting, as you do, a conn-.
try healthful, finely watered, and possessed of every advantage of soil and
climate, it will be easy for you in a few years to become powerful and prosperous nations. Tl~at you may energetically direct your efforts to the accomplishment of this great end, and that such efforts, in connexion with those of
the government in your behalf, may be crowned with success, is the earnest
wish and full expectation of the President and people of the Confederate States.
Your friend,
S. S. SCOTT, Commissioner, ~·

No. 119.
PHILADELPHIA, PENNSYLVANIA,

708 TVashington Place, April 2, 1863.
Sm : In addressing you on the present occasion, I have the honor to state,
I have been advised that a special session of the national council of the Chenkee
nation was convened at Cowt;kin prairie in ].,ebruary last, and the following
bills were passed:
1st. Abrogating the "treaty with the Confederate States," and calling a
general convention of the people to approve the act.

'
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2d. The appointment of a delegation, with suitable powers and instructions
to represent the Cherokee nation before the United States government, consisting
of John Ross., principal chief, Lieutenant Colonel Lewis Downing, Captain
James McDaniel, and Reverend Evan Jones.
3d. Authorizing a general Indian council to be called at such time and place
as the principal chief may designate.
4th. Deposing all officers of the nation disloyal to the government.
5th. Approving purchase of supplies made by the treasurer, and directing
their distribution.
6th. An act providing for the abolition· of slavery in the Cherokee nation.
That the Cherokee refugees and warriors are very desirious of being removed
into their own country, without further delay, where they can effectively cooperate with the federal troops in protecting their people, and repelling any
invasion of the enemy, &c. I deem it to be my duty, therefore, respectfully, to
urge the propriety and necessity of the government re-establishing a military
post within the Cherokee country, and to occupy it with ample force, as the base
of operations for successfully prosecuting the war in that department, embracing
the Indian territory and the adjacent States.
I have no information respecting the delegation since I saw a notice of their
arrival at Fort Scott on the 12th ultimo, and I cannot account for their delay on the
road. Should they come direct to Washington, you will oblige me by advising
me of their arrival in the city.
Please to remind Mr. Mix of the request authorized by you to make out my
subsistence account for the 2d quarter ending 31st of March, and to remit me a
check for the money as soon as practicable, as I shall need it before I go down
to Washington.
I have also to report the names of those who are still residing in the east, and
are entitled to subsistence money, to wit: J olm W. Stapler and family; Doctor
Robert D. Ross and family; Willie Ross, son of Wm. P. Ross, and Nellie Potts,
who composed a part of Wm. P. Ross's family, and were left at school when
he returned with the other members of his family to the west. Checks for these
recipients may also be remmitted to my care for them.
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JOHN ROSS,
Principal Cl~iif, Clwrolcee Nat1:on.

Ron.

WILLIAM

P.

Commissioner

DoLE,

of Indian

Affairs . .
No. 120.
PROCLAMATION.

Owing to the momentous state of affairs pending among the people of the
several States, I, John Ross, principal chief, hereby issue this my proclamation
to the people of the Cherokee nation, reminning them of the obligations arising
under their treaties with the United States, and urging them to the faithful
observance of said treaties by the maintenance of peace and friendship towards
the people of all the States. The better to obtain these important ends, I
earnestly impress upon all my fellow-citizens the propriety of attending to their
ordinary avocations, and abstaining from unprofitable discussions of events transpiring in the States, and from partisan demonstrations in 1·eg·ard to the same.
They should not be alarmed by false reports thrown into cii·culation by designing men, but cultivate harmony among themselves, and observe in good faith
strict neutrality between the States threatning civil war. By these means alone
can the Cherokee people hope to maintain their rights unimpaired, and to have
their own soils and firesides spared from the baleful effects of a devastating war.
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There has been no declaration of war between the opposing parties, and the
conflict may yet be averted by compromise or a peaceful separation. The peculiar circumstances of their condition admonish the Cherokees to the exercise of
prudence in regard to a state of affairs to the existence of which they have in
no way contributed, and they should avoid the performance of any act or the
adoption of any policy calculated to destroy or endanger their territorial and
civil Tights. By honest adherence to this course they can give no just cause
for aggression or invasion, noli any pretext for making their country the scene
of military operations, and will be in a situation to claim and retain all their
rights in the final adjustment that will take place between the several States.
}'or these reasons I earnestly impose upon the ChP-rokee people the importance
of non-interference in the affairs of the people of the States, and the observance
of unswerving neutrality between them. ·
.
Trusting that God will not only keep from our own borders the desolations of
war, but that He will, in infinite mercy and power, stay its ravages among the
brotherhood of States.
Given under my hand, at the executive office, at Park Hill, this 17th day of
May, 1861.
JOHN ROSS,
Principal Chiif, 011-erukee Nation.
[Correspondence.]
THE STATE oF ARKANSAS, ExECUTIVE DEPARTMENT,

Little Rock, January 29, 1861.
SIR: It may now be regarded as almost certain that the States having slave
property within their borders will, in consequence of repeated northern aggression, separate themselves, and ·withdraw from the federal government.
South Carolina, Alabama, Florida, Mississippi, Georgia, and Louisiana, have
already, by action of the people, assumed this attitude. Arkansas, Missouri,
Tennessee, Kentucky, Virginia, North Carolina, and Maryland, will probably
pursue the same course by the 4th of March next.
Your people, in their institutions, productions, latitude, and natural sympathies,
are allied to the common brotherhood of the slaveholding States. Our people
and yours are natural allies in war, and friends in peace. Your country is
salubrious and fertile, and possesses the highest capacity for future progress and
development by the application of" slave labor."
Besides this, the contiguity of our territory with yours induces relations of so
in.timate a character as to preclude the idea of discordant or separate action. It
is well established that the Indian country west of Arkansas is looked to by the
incoming administration of Mr. Lincoln as fruitful fields ripe for the harvest of
abolitionism, free-soilers, and northern mountebanks. We hope to find in you
friends willing to co-operate with the south in defence of her institutions, her
honor, and her firesides, and with whom the slaveholding States are willing to
share a common future, and to afford protection commensurate with your exposed
condition and your subsisting monetary interests with the general government.
As a direct means of expressing to you these sentiments, I have despatched
to you my aide-de-camp, Lieutenant Colonel J. J. Gaines, to confer with you
confidentially upon these subjects, and to report to me any expressions of kindness ancl confidence that you may see proper to communicate to the governor
of Arkansas, who is your friend, and the friend of your people.
Respectfully, your obedient servant,
HENRY M:. RECTOR,
Governor of A'rkansas.
His Excellency JOHN Ross,
Principal Cltief, Clurokee "}!,Tation.
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OFFICE SuPERINTENDENT OF INDIAN AFFAIRS,
Fort Smith, February 14, 1861.
SIR : Colonel Gaines, aide-de-camp to his excellency Governor Rector, will
hand you this letter. The object of Colonel Gaines's visit is fully explained
in the letter he bears to you fi·om the governor. I fully approve the object
the governor has in view, and would ask that you give the matter your favorable
consideration.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
ELIAS RECTOR,
Superintendent if Indian Affairs.
II on. JOHN Ross,
Cl~iif if Cherokee Nation, Tahlequah, Clwrokee Nation.
TAHLEQUAH, CHJ<.:ROKEE NATION,
February 22, 1861.
SIR: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your excellency's communication of the 29th ultimo, per your aide-de-camp, Lieutenant Colonel J. J.
Gaines. The Cherokees cannot but feel a deep regret and solicitude for the unhappy differences which at present disturb the peace and quietude of the several
States, especially when it is understood that some of the slave States have
already separated themselves and withdrawn from the federal government, and
that it is probable that others will also pursue the same course. But may we
not yet hope and trust, in the dispensation of Divine Power, to overrule the discordant elements for good; and that, by the counsel of the wisdom, virtue, and
patriotism of the land, measures may happily be adopted for the restoration of
peace and harmony among the brotherhood of States within the federal Union.
The relations which the Cherokee people sustain towards their w bite brethren
have been established by subsisting treaties with the United States government,
and by them they have placed themselves under the "protection of the United
States, and of no other sovereign whatever." They are bound to hold no treaty
with any foreign power, or with any individual State, nor with citizens of any
State. On the other hand, the faith of the United States is solemnly pledged
to the Chereokee nation for the protection of the right and title in the lands,
conveyed to them by patent, within their territorial boundaries, as also for protection of all other of their national and individual rights and interests of person and property. Thus the Cherokee people are inviolably allied with their
white brethren of the United States in war, and friends in peace. Their institutions, locality, and natural sympathies, are unequivocally with the slaveholding
Stat~s. And the contiguity of our territory to your State, in connexion with
the daily, social, and commercial intercourse between our respective citizens,
forbids the idea that they should ever be otherwise than steadfast friends. I
am surprised to be informed by your excellency that "it is well established
that the Indian country west of Arkansas is looked to by the incoming administration of Mr. Lincoln as fruitful £elds ripe for the harvest of abolitionism,
free-soilers, and northern mountebanks," as I am sure that the laborers will be
greatly disappointed if they shall expect in the Cherokee country fruitful £elds
ripe for the harvest of abolitionism, &c., and you may rest assured that the
Cherokee people will never tolerate the propagation of any such obnoxious
fruit upon their soil. And in conclusion, I have the honor to reciprocate the
salutations of friendship.
I am, sir, very respectfully, your excellency's obedient servant,
JOHN ROSS,
Principal Chiif, Clwrol.;ee J.Vation.
His Excellency HENRY l\L REcToR,
Governor if Arkansas.
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HEADQUARTERS, ~..,ORT SMITH,

May 15, 1861.
SIR: This will be handed to you by Mr. John B. Luce, a citizen of Arkansas, who has been selected by me, on account of his long connexion with the
Indian department in former years, as a suitable person to convey to you the
enclosed communication, to which I respectfully request that you will send me
a written reply by 1\fr. Luce.
I have the honor to be your obedient servant,
J. R. KANNADY,
Lieutfnant Colonel, C(lmmanding.
Hon. JOHN Ross, Principal CMif.

HEADQUARTERS, ~..,ORT Sl\IITH,

May 15, 1861.
SIR : Infd'Pmation luls reached this post to the effect that Senator Lane, of
Kansas, is now in that State raising troops to operate on the western borders of
Missouri and Arkansas. As it is of the utmost importance that those intrusted
with the defence of the western frontier of this State should understand the
position of the Indian tribes through whose territory the enemy is likely to pass,
I feel it to be my duty, as commanding officer at this post, and in that capacity
representing the State of Arkansas, and the southern confederacy, of which she
is a member, respectfully to ask if it is your intention to adhere to the United
States government during the pending conflict, or if you mean to support the
government of the southern confederacy; and also whether, in your opinion,
the Cherokee people will resist, or will aid the southern troops in resisting, any
such attempt to invade the soil of Arkansas, or if, on the other hand, you think
there is any probability of their aiding the United States forces in executing
their hostile design,
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your most obedient servant,
J. R. KANNADY,
Lieutenant Colonel, Commanding Fort Smitlt.
Hon. JOHN Ross,
Principal Cltief, Clterokee Nation.

PARK HILL, 0HEROKEF. NATIO:V,

May 17, 1861.
SIR: I have had the honor to receive from John B. Luce, esq., your communication of the 15th instant, apprising me that "information had reachrd Fort
Smith ·to the effect that Senator Lane, of Kansas, is now in that State raising
troops to operate on the western borders of Missouri and Arkansas," and also
asking whether "it is your (my) intention to adhere to the United States government during the pending conflict, or if you (I) mean to support the government of the southern confederacy; and also whether, in your (my) opinion, the
Cherokee people will resist, or will aid the southern troops in resisting, any such
attempts to invade the soil of Arkansas, or if, on the other hand, you (I) think
there is any probability of their aiding the United States forces in executing
their hostile designs."
In reply to these inquiries, I have the honor to say that our rights of soil,
of person, and of property, and our relation, generally, to the people and government of the United States were defined by treaties with the "United States
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government prior to the present condition of affairs. By those treaties, relations
of amity and reciprocal rights and obligations were established between the
Cherokee nation and the government of those States. Those relations still
exist. 'J.1he Cherokees have properly taken no part in the present deplorable
state of affairs, but have wisely remained quiet. '.rhey have done nothing to
impair their rights, or to disturb the cordial friendship between them and their
white brothers. Weak, defenceless, and scattered over a large section of country, in the peaceful pursuits of agricultural life, without hostility to any State,
and with friendly feelingR towards all, they hope to be allowed to remain so,
under the solemn conviction that they should not be called upon to participate
in the threatened fratricidal war between the "United'' and the " Confederate"
States, and that persons gallantly tenacious of their own rights will respect
those of others.
·
If the pending conflict were with a foreign foe, the Cherokees, as they have
done in times past, would not hesitate to lend their bumble co-operation. But,
under existing circumstances, my wish, advice and hope are, that we shall be
allowed to remain strictly neutral. Our interests all centre in peace. We do
not wish to forfeit our rig[,ts, or to incur the hostility of any peopl , and least
of all, the people of Arkansas, with whom our relations are so numerous and
intimate. We do not wish our soil to become the battle-ground between the
States, and our homes to be rendered desolate and miserable by the horrors of
a civil war. If such war should not be averted yet by some unforeseen agency,
but shall occur, my own position will be to take no part in it whatever, and to
urge the like course upon the Cherokee people, by whom, in my opinion, it will
be adopted. We hope that all military movements, whether from the north or
the south, will be outside of our limits, and that no apprehension of a want of
sincere friendship on our part will be cherished anywhere, and least of all, by
the people of your State.
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JOHN ROSS,
Principal Clziif, Clterokec Nation.

J. R.

KANNADY,

Lieutenant Colonel, Commanding Fort

Smitl~,

Arkansas.

P. S.-I enclose you l1erewith copies of a correspondence between certain
gentlemen of Boonsboro', Arkansas, and myself, for your information.
Very respectfully, yours, &c.,
JOHN ROSS,
Principal Chiif, Clwrokee Nation.

BooNSBORO', Arkansas, May 9, 1861.
DEAR Sm: 'rhe .momentous issues that now engross the attention of the
American people cannot but have elicited your interest and attention, as well as
ours. 'rhe unfortunate resort of an arbitrament of arms seems now to be the
only alternative. Our State has, of necessity, to co-operate with her natural
allies, the southern States. It is now only a question of north and south, and
the "hardest must fend off." We expect manfully to bear our part of the privations and sacrifices which the times require of southern people. This being
our attitude in this great contest, it is natural for us to desire, and we think we
may say we have a right to know, what position will be taken by those who
may greatly conduce to our interests as friends, or to our injury as enemies. Not
knowing your political status in this present contest, as the head of the Cherokee
nation, we request you to inform us by letter, at your earliest convenience,
whether you will co-operate with the northern or southern sections, now so un-
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happily and hopelessly divided. We earnestly hope to find in you and your
people true allies and active friends; but if, unfortunately, you prefor to rrtain
your connexion ·with the northern government, and give them aid and comfort,
we want to know that, as we prefer an open enemy to a doubtful friend.
\Vith considerations of high regard, we are your obedient servants,
MARK BEAN,
W. B. WELCH,
E. \V. l\IACOLURE,
JOliN SPENCER,
J. A. l\fcCOLLOCH,
J. l\I. LACY,
J. P. CARNAHAN,
And many other~
Hon. JoHN Ross.

PARK HILL, C. N., IV!ay 18, 1861.
G El\"'rLEMF.N: Your letter of the 9th instant has been received. Personal in
disposition aud the press of official business and correspondence will account to
you sati~factorily, I hope, for my delay in acknowledging it. Yon are right in
supposing that both my attention and interest have been elicited by the momentous issues to which you rrfer. Since the receipt of your communication, I
have been addressed in relation to the same sulJject by Lieut. Colonel Kannady,
commanding at Fort Smith, and I beg you to accept of the enclosed copy of
my reply to him as a response to yourselves. Also, as to the position which I
occupy in regard to the objects of your inquiry, a residence of more than twenty
years in your immediate vicinity can leave no room for doubt as to my friendship for the people of Arkansas; but if my present position does not constitute
us "as active friends" as you might desire us to be, you will not surely regard
us as an enemy. You are fully aware of the peculiar circumstances of our condition, and will not expect us to destroy our national and individual rights, and
bring around our hearthstones the horrors and desolations of a civil war prematurely and unnecessarily. I am-the Cherokt>es arc-your friends, and the
friends of your people; but we do not wish to be brought into the feuds between
yourselves and your northern brethren. Our wi~h is for peace-peace at home,
and peace among you. We will not disturb it as it now exists, nor interfere
with the rights of the people of the States anywhere. War is more prospective
than real. It has not been declared by the United or Confederate States. It
may not be. I most devoutly hope it might not be. Your difficulties may be
ended soon by compromise or peaceful separation. What will then be onr
situation if we now abrogate our rights, when no one else is, or can just now be,
bound for them 1 All these questions present themselves to us, and comtrain
us to avow a position of strict neutrality. That position I shall endeavor
honestly to maintain. The Cherokee nation will not interfere with your rights,
nor invade your soil; nor will I doubt that the people of Arkansas and other
States will be alike just towards the Cherokee people.
With my best wishes for you personally, I have the honor to be, very I·cspectfully, your friend and obedient servant,

JOHN ROSS,
Pn"ncipal Clziqf: Cltcro!.·ee ]{ation.
MesRrs MARK BEAN, W. B. WELCH, E. W. l\fACCLURE, JoHN SPB.\'CER,
J. A. L . McCoLLOCH, JoHN l\L LAcY, J.P. CARNAHAN, and others.
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No. 121.
OFFICE SUPERINTENDENT OF INDIAN AFFAIRS,

St. Joseph, Missouri, October 5,1863.
SIR : In compliance with the regulations of the department, I have the honor
to submit this my third annual report concerning the condition of the Indian
tribes within the central superintendency. At the present time there are twelve
agencies subject to the superintendency, composed of seventeen tribes of Indians,
having an aggregate population of about thirteen thousand souls.
The tribes are as follows: Pawnees, Omahas, Ottoes and Miseourias, Iowas,
Sacs and Foxes of Missouri, Kickapoos, Pottawatomies, Sacs and Foxes of Mississippi, Chippewas and Munsees, Ottawas, Kansas, Miamies, Confederated
Kaskaskias, Peorias, W eas, and Piankeshaws, Delawares, W yan<lotts, and
Shawnees.
r:rhese tribes are located in Kansas, with the exception of the. three first named,
who live in Nebraska Territory, and I am happy to state, both from my own.
observation and from the report of the several agents, continue gradually to
improve, and very many of them have generally adopted agricultural and
mechanical pursuits, and, to a considerable extent, the habits and customs of
their white brothers.
A great improvement is very perceptible among the Pawnees over the report
of last year: horse-stealing and other depredations are greatly on the decrease.
At the request of their present efficient agent, who appears to have much influence over them, many horses that wel·e stolen 1Jy them have been returned to
ili~oww~.

,

They have also been successful in the chase, having procured abundance of
robes and furs, as also a great quantity of buffalo meat, sufficient for winter
consumption, which, together with their abundant crops.of corn, will subsist them
until spring without further aid from the government.
I regret to have to report another attack this year upon the Pawnees by their
inveterate foes, the Brule Sioux, which, however, did not result very disastrously, owing to the presence / at the agency of a· company of troops, who
attacked and drove them off.
l!-,or a more detailed account of this incursion, I beg leave to refer you to the
report of Agent ~ushbaugh. It is very evident that these raids of the hostile
Sioux are becoming more bold and frequent, and something should be done to
put a stop to them. The agent suggests the _propriety of placing the agency in
a state of defence, or to make a treaty of amity with the hostile Sioux.
In my former report, while speaking of this subject, I had the honor to recommend as follows, and which remarks, I think, are applicable to the existing
state of affairs. To remedy this evi], I would recommend the holding of a
council at some convenient point on the Platte river, say Fort Laramie, composed
of the Upper Platte, Pawnees, Omaha, Ottoe and Missouria, Yancton, and Ponca ·
Indians, with delegates composed of the chiefs and headmen of those tribes. A
week previous to the holding of the council, runners might be sent out, and the
Sioux Indians, or at least the principal men amongst them, could be assembled
with very little trouble, as the Sioux are all well provided with horses, and
~ Indians a.re always ready and willing to attend on such occasions, in hopes of
reaping some advantage to themselves. I would, therefore, urge upon the
department the propriety of an appropriation of $5,000 to defray the expenses of
holding this council, and for the purchase of suitable presents for those Indians, ·
as pledges for their future good conduct.
I am decidedly of the 'Opinion that such a council as I have suggested would
go far towards establishing friendly relations between the Prairie and Cordes
Indians ; and when it is considered the amount of life and property that would
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be saved thereby, it is hoped the department may look upon the project with
favor, make the necessary appropriation, and order the council to be held.
Agent Irish deserves great credit for the very efficient manner in which he
has operated the Omaha agency during the present year.
The agent's report concerning agriculture, mills, and education is encouraging in the highest degree, and is evidence that the Indians under his charge
are making rapid progress in civilization. For many sensible suggestions in
regard to education, agriculture, police regulations, allotments in severalty, &c.,
I beg leave to refer you to the agent's report, simply remarking that I coincide
with him in his views on these several subjects.
As yet I have no official report from the Ottoe and Missouria agents; but from
what information I possess in regard to that agency, I judge that the Ottoes and
Missourias are gradually improving.
The condition of the Iowas and Sacs and Foxes have not materially changed
since last year. Efforts have been made to induce the Sacs and 1:!-,oxes of
Missouri to unite with the Sacs and Foxes of Mississippi, and, I have no doubt,
it would be for their best interest to do so. Many of the Iowas have volunteered, and are now in the military service of the United States.
'I'he Kickapoos number three hundred and thirty-three, being an increase of
twenty-seven over the census taken last year, which increase is accounted for
by enrolling southern Kickapoos, who come north every year for the purpose
of drawing annuities. I cannot see the propriety of allowing them to draw
annuities with the northern Kickapoos, and would recommend that a stop be
put to it at once. 'I'here are some sixty-five Pottawatomies living at the
Kickapoos' reserve, who have given a valuable consideration fo(the privilege of
living amongst and participating in the rights and privileges of the Kickapoos.
'I'his band of Pottawatomies have drawn no annuities for several years, and
justice seems to demand that something should be done for these Indians.
'l'hey have lived for a long time with the Kickapoos, have intermarried with
them, and are, to all intents and purposes, Kickapoos. I would recommend
that they be incorporated with the tribe.
'l'here have been no schools at the Kickapoo agency since October, 1861.
It is known to the department that the Kickapoo treaty makes liberal provision
for the support of schools. I recommend that the agent be authorized to repair
the mission building, which is in a dilapidated condition, and organize a school
as soon as practicable.
We have more encouraging reports from the Kansas Indians than heretofore.
Their agent, only a few years since, felt constrained to report "that the Kansas
were a poor, degraded, superstitious, thievish, indigent tribe of Indians; their
tendency is downward, and, in my opinion, they must soon become extinct, and
the sooner they arrive at this period the better it will be for the rest of mankind."
If the above was a correct report of those Indians by Agent Montgomery in
1855, they are certainly much improved since that. time.
The Kansas mission school has commenced, and gives promise of good
results, with a little aid on the part of the government. These Indians have,
during the past year, planted three hundred acres of ground, and raised nine
thousand bushels of corn, two hundred and forty bushels wheat, one thousand
bushels potatoes, besides rendering valuable assistance to the farmers in the
vicinity of the reserve, and they own seven log and one hundred and thirtyseven stone houses, five hu11dred horses, two hundred oxen, and one hundre<f
and fifty hogs. About ninety of this tribe are in the service of the government, and, I am told, make excellent soldiers.
Since the question of the removal of the Indians from Kansas has been
agitated, improvements have been much retarded among the .1\-~iamies, W eas,
Delawares, and a portion of the Pottawatomies and other Indians of Kansas. I
think they are sufficiently prepared to make new treaties with the goverument,
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similar, or nearly so, to the treaties recently made with the Sacs and Foxes,
Osages, and other tribes, havjng in view settlement in the southern country of
those who elect to emigrate-compensation for the houses they relinq nish, anil
a permjssion to remain in their preseut homes to those who may be opposed to
the removal from Kansas.
In conclusion, I beg leave to state that every tribe in this superintendency
manifests an interest in the momentous struggle in which our nation is at present
engaged. Th~y all entertain and express the most loyal sentiments, and sincerely hop~ that success may crown our efforts in crushing out this wicked
rebellion.
Very many Indians of the various tribes have enlisted, and many more could
be induced to enlist in the military service if the department should deem best
to encourage them. It is very gratifying, indeed, to witness the many evidences
of loyalty and affection for the government which is generally manifested by
our ludians.
All of which is respectfully submitted.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

H. B. BRANCH,
Ron. vVM. P.

Superintendent

cif

Indian A.ff"airs.

DoLE,

Commissioner

cif

Indian Ajf"airs.

No. 122.
DELAWARE AGENCY, KANSAS,

September 25, 1863.

Sm : In compliance with the requirementR of the department, I herewith
submit my third annual report of the tribes nuder the supervision of this agency.
'I'hB Delawares are probably more p1·ospcrous at present than at any time
heretofore; blessed with abundant crops and large returns from their trapping
and hunting expeditions, they are bountifully supplied with the necessaries of
life. 'I'hey are progressing in civilization and live entirely by the cultivation
of the soil, and the wig·wam has long since been exchanged for comfortable
houses for dwellings. There are now on the reservation one brick, fifty-one
frame, and two hundred and fifty log houses. Many of the tribe have over
fifty acres of land under cultivation, with good barns and other necessary out·
buildings.
The government has no farmer or mechanic on the reservation, and all
improvements are made by the energy and enterprise of the Indians. Their
houses and farms will compare favorably with any new country or settlement
of the same age. Size of reservation, one hundred and three thousand acres.
f]_'he tribe numbers one thousand and seventy-one souls, two hundred and
forty-four men, three hundred and twenty-seven women, and five hundred
children. One·half the adult population are in the volunteer service of the
United States. rr,hey make the best of soldiers, and are highly esteemed by
• their officers. The tribe has shown their devotion and loyalty to the government by the number of men furnished to the army. No State in the Union has
furnished as many men for our armies from the same ratio of population as the
Delaware tribe of Indians.
'l'his tribe has in cultivation, as near as can be ascertained, three thousand
and nine hundred acres, as follows :
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• 2,522 acres of corn, which will produce 40 bushels per acre100,880 bushels, at 25 cents per bushel.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
140 acres of wheat, 22 bushels per acre-3,080 bushels, at 75 cents
per bushel . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
94 acres of oats, 20 bushels per acre-1,880 bushels, at 30 cents
per bushel .............. ..... ...... -:. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
140 acres of potatoes, 75 bushels per acre-10,500 bushels, at 25
cents per bushel ............ . : . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Value of farm products .................... . ....... .
To which add 954 horses, at $30 each. . . . . . . . ...... . . .... .
1,171 head of cattle, at $10 each ... . ....... . ........... . . .
3, 755 head of swine, at $2 each. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Value of furs sold .................................... .. .
Value of agricultural implements .... ... .... ..... ......... .
Personal property not enumerated ......... ............... .
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$25, 220 00

2, 510 00
564 00
2, 625 OU
30,919
28,620
11, 710
7,510
3,018
16,000
12,000

00
00
00
00
75
00
00

Total value of personal property . . .. ...... . ........ . .
103,000 acres of land with improvements, at $5 per acre ...... .

515,000 00

109,789 75

Total value of real and personal property. . . . . . . . . . . . . .

624, 789 75

The mission school, under the patronage of the American Baptist Missionary
Union, and superintendence of the Reverend John G. Pratt, assisted by the
1\fisses E. S . .Morse and Clara Gowny, is in a prosperous condition. 'rhe school
is well conducted, and will compare favorably with any mission school on Indian reservations. 1\fr. Pratt has been employed as missionary to the tribe for
near thirty years, and to him the Delawares are much indebted for their progress in civilization. When the rising generation are grown to manhood, a majority of them, at least, will have the rudiments of an English education. Boarding, clothing, and tuition are furnished at one hundred dollars per scholar, twentyfive dollars of which is paid by the society, and seventy-five dollar& is paid out
of the national fund.
One great detriment to the improvement and civilization of the India.ns is the
free use of intoxicating liq~ors, which has and does exist to an alarming extent.
If the Indian would drink moderately the evil would not be so great; but liquor,
when used by Indians, is always used to excess, and when under the effects of
it, all tl1e savage passions of their nature arg exhibited. 'l1 here have been several
cases of murder committed in their drunken revels during the past year, but I
am glad to state that, with the assistance of the United States marshal of the
Stat'c of Kansas and his vjgilant assistants, several persons who have followed
the jufamous traffic have been justly punished. Drunkenness among the unciviHzed of the tribe is not considered disgraceful, andi s prevalent among both male
and female, but under the operations of the late law it is less frequent than heretofore.
'rhere are no employes on the reservation employed and paid by the government. The tribe owns a saw-mill, which furnishes lumber at the mill at eight
dollars per thousand. The timber at tlw present location having been used up,
at the desire of the chiefs, arrangements have been made to Temove the mill to a
location where timber js more abundant. rrwo blacksmiths are employed on the
reservation, who, in a great measure, supply the tribe with such work as is necessary to be done. 'rheir smith shops supply them mostly with their agricultural implements.
·
':rhe Wyandotte tribe of Indians were transferred from the Shawnee, and are
now under the supervision of this agency. 'J.1he tribe numbers four hundred and
23 I
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thirty-five souls-eighty-seven men, one hundred and twenty-three women, and
two hundred and twenty-five childen_ A small portion of the tribe is civilized and
arc prosperous farmers, but a majority of them arc in a much worse condition
than they were before the treaty between the United States and W yanuotts in
1855. By the provisions of the treaty the lands belonging to the tribe were divided
and allotted in several tv, and the Indians became citizens of the United States,
with power to alienate their lands. :Many of them who had comfortable homes,
by dissipation have squandered their all, and are now homeless. Several years
since an arrangement was partially m ·1 de by the chiefs and headmen of the tribe
to t:~ecnre a small portion of territory fl.·om the Senecas as a fnture and perma
nent home for the vVyandotts. The arrangement was not finally consummated.
It would be an act of eharity if the government would secure a small portion of
territory in the Indian territory as a permanent home for them. and, if possible,
save the remnant of the tribe from destruction. Unless something is done for
them, many of them will become paupers on the country. Having abandoned
their tribal relations, they have no employes on there servation; their children
have not the advantage of missionary schools, and their attendance on the free
schools of the country will be very limited. In the present situation of the
tribe I cannot see in the future anything but destitution, ignorance, vice, and
immorality.
r.rhe W yandotts, and also the Delawares, have suffered much from the depredations of thieves and evil persons that infest the State of Kansas, both tribes
having had many horses stolen, and are largely the losers in other kinds of
property.
'l'he W yandotts have shown their devotion and loyalty to the government by
furnishing much more than their quotia of soldiers for the army. Many of them
have given a good account of themselves on more than one hard-fought battlefield, Ly their heroism and noble daring.
V cry respectfully, your obedient servant,
F. JOHNSO~. Indian Agent.
Ron. H. B. BRANCH,
Superintendent of Indian Affairs, St. Jeseplt, Missouri.

No. 123.
DELAWARE RESERVE,

I{ansas, September 16, 1863.
SIR: In accordance with request, I hereby furnish you information of the
condition of the school for the Delaware Indians. Little can be said that would
be new in regard to the children of this nation, in connexion with efforts to educate them. The number brought under these advantages steadily increases, and
we hope to see greater irnprovements as the result, in the nation. They have
been long in coming to feel it necessary to educate their children. rl'his sentiment established, it will not be so difficult to sustain educational interests among
thl'm. 'There arc in the school, at this time, children whosr. parents were formerly pupils in the same institution, and a difference is easily recognized between
them and those from families that never enjoyed any advantages of education.
The children of the Delawares are not permitted to remain long enough in
school. W c have apparatus and facilities for advancing them far beyonu attainments they have yet made, but they arc taken away just as their minds are
capable of comprC;hcnding more advanced studies. But, as we have in other
ways gained much during our conuexion with educational interest among them,
so we hope to greatly uiminish thi:5 mistaken habit.
The Delawares are affected by the unsettled condition of the country. Many
of them are in the army; their families are conseq nently left without male as-
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E1istancc. 'l'he large children arc withdrawn to labor at home. Agent Johnson
has, on all occasions, urg<'d t1wm to krep the children at !:lchool, and it haH not
been without rffect. Over a hundred children have been in course of study the
pm;t year, and the future will, no doubt, t'how a still greater increase of numbers.
Miss E. S. l\forsl' and Miss Clara Gowing still continne their valuable services
in the schooL By them the girlfl, besid(s recitations in the school-room. are
taught ueec1lework, nnd whatever is deemed useful. 'l'he boys assist about the
farm as their age will permit. Their daily exercises in and out of school occupy all the hours of tlw day it is deemed prudent to confine the children.
'l'hcir studiei' arc reading, writing, composition, arithmetic, geography, astronomy with usc of orrery, English grammar, and religious exerc1es during the
week are observed; attendance at the chnpel every Sabbath.
JOHN G. PH.A'r'l', Superintendent.
Major F. JoHNSO:V,
United States Indian Agent, Delaware Resen·e, I(ansas.

No. 124.
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,

Office o/ Indian A,ffairs, June 2, 1863.
SIR: Your letter of 24th ultimo, enclosing a request of the Delaware chiefs
for permission to apply $800 of their funds to the purpose of defraying the
expenses of a delegation to the Rocky mountains to select a new location for
the Delaware nation, has been received.
Official information received here from every portion of the country mentioned fully sati::lf-ies me that there is no locality in all that region that is not
subject to very grave objections for the contemplated purpose. '.rhroughout the
whole of Utah the land, with scarcely auy exception, can only be cultivated by
i-rrigation, and a very large proportion arc simply barren wastes. To the north
and northwest the country is wild, rocky, and mountainous, inhabited mainly by
wild tribes of Indians, with whom no treaties for the extinguishment of title
l1avc been negotiated, and who arc much addicted to hostilities, as well among
themselves as towards white emigration pnssing through the country. I feel
well assured that a movement of the Delawares to any portio.1 of that country
could not result advantageously, and would probably prove disastrous. For
these reasons, I feel com:trained to wit1Jholc1 my assent to the rcqu~st of the
chiefl:i.
I am not averse to, but, on the contrary, greatly desire a r3m0va1 of t~1e Delawares fi·om Kansas, provided they can filld a location in the Indian country
that can be obtained as a p<'rmancnt home. All accounts concur in representing thid country as one of the most dc:,irablc in all our borders, and the best
mitcd to the Jeculiar wants of the Indians. Its climate is delightful, its soil is
fertile, :mel its beographical po8ition i:-~ such that its occupation by lawless whites
can be more eai>-ily prcvcr'1ted than any other portion of the conntry with which
I am :1cqurrintcu. By common conscut this country seem::; t0 be recognized as
the "Indinn country," and I lw.vc t~trong h opes that it will eventually prove for
them a hnppy and prosperous home. 'l'o render it such no effort on my part
will be wanting.
You are directed to submit this letter to the chiefs, and, 8hould they 80 desire,
arc anthorizN1 to grant them permi~::;ion to appropriate so much of their funds
as, in your judgment, is actually necessary to defray the expense of a delegation
to tlte Indian country for the purpose of examining the same, and asccrLaining
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what arrangements can be made with a view to securing a permanent home for
those of the Delawares who may desire to emigrate.
V cry respectfully, your obedient servant,

WM. P. DOLE,
Commissi011rr.
1!-, ••JOHNSON, Esq ..
U.S. Indian Agent, Quindaro, Kansas.

No. 125.
OMAHA INDIAN AGBNCY,

September 4, 1863.
SIR : In compliance with the regulations of the department, I have the honor
to submit the following as my third annual report.
I have little that is new to report, there having been no marked change in tho
condition of the Omahas. They have occupied the several seasons in the usual
manner-trapping in winter, planting aud cultivating their crops in spring, hunting during the summer months, and now putting up their hay, sweet eorn and
other supplies for the winter; and in all these matters they have been eminently
prosperous. They are abundantly supplied with everything which can be produced upon the reserve. They have been blessed with good health, as is evidenced by the increase in the numbers of the tribe. 'rhe census of the tribe
when last taken gave 4 78 males, 520 females, and a total of 998, showing an·
increase over last year of 45. A large portion of the tribe profess a desire to
be instructed in the several branches of industry which :ue pur.5ued by the
white settlers in tlH• vicinity of the reserve. As fast as they can make arrangements to do so, they arc building houseR and making j)ermanent homes, and,
with thr assistance rendered them by government, nre fencing uud opening
farms. 'They ha.v<· now under cultivation, or Pncloscd for pasturage, twentyfive fieldB, which, together with the , mall pf.~.tches, makes an aggregate of
upwards (Jf two thou::Jand acres. 'rho land criltivatec1 by governmynt is divided
off into small patches and allotted to the poorer Indians. vV e plough the fields
in the spring, and then the claimants come in and plant, or assist in so doing.
It is then cultintled by the Indians, under the directions of the farmer, with
such assistance as may be lH cessary from the farm laborers. The soil is good
and producefl abundant crops of corn. wheat, and vegetables; and were it not
brol·en, the whole recerve would be as fine a farming country as could be desired. As it is, the valleys furnish abundant land for aglicultural purposes. The
minerals are coal, of which we have made some discoveries which indicate an
nbundant supply of it. Potter's clay of a superinr quality, and hard limestone,
nrc found in almndauce along the wa.ter-coursef'; oak, cottonwood, walnut, and
dm, in greater quantities than can be found in any other portion of the Upper
Missouri valley.
rrhe whole tribe are more or less instructed in agriculture, and there are few
of them who cannot plough or work.readily in the harvest and hay field. Individual members of the tribe have erccteJ. themselves, or hired ot 1ers to do so
for them, nir.e awelling-houses since my last report. They manifest a disposition to exchange their horses for cattle, and, iu a small way, to enter upon the
business of stock raising. They expreBacd an unwillingness to put in their
corn crop this year, as heretofore, for the reason that they had a large surplu;:;,
Fay over 20,000 bushels, of corn on hand. They have given more attention
to the raising of ·wheat, and with good success. I confidently expect that hereafter the tribe will, with the assistance afforded them by the government, pro
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duce their own flour, and that after the present year they will not have to buy
any more. The sngar-caue bids fair to yield a bountiful ~:mpply of sorghum.
'rhe wealth of the tribe in individual property is about $45,000. 'rhere is
an UPJlearance of comfort and happiness among this people that is highly encouraging. They seem to have entered upon the dnties of life, iu most caseFl, with
rarnestness, and understand that they must d~encl hereafwr upon their own
industry for a livelihood.
For the further details of our farming operations I beg leave to refer to the
regular annual tabuhv· statement which will in due time be forwarded to the
department.
I have been this year embarrassed by the facility with which our Indians
could obtain whiskey, and other intoxicating drinks, in the neighborhood of the
re~ervation; but I hope the measures that are now being- taken for the suppression
of this traffic may be successful. In this connexion allow me to repeat what [ said in
my last report in regard to another evil, gambling, and the propriety of asking
Congress to amend the intercour:5e laws so as to prevent it between white men and
Indians. There does not s~em to be any adequate punishment for this offence.
It is a common practice among a certain class of men who hang around Indian
villages to gamble with them. It has a most demoralizing tendency, and we
should have power to punish it. It is a great annoyance to the agents, and its
effect:3, like that of intoxicating drinks, interfere with all the efforts to improve
the morals of the Indians, or advance them in civilization. The men guHty of
this offence are unprincipled and unscrupulous extortioners, and take the last
blanket from the Indian, as he is always the loser; but such is their infatuation,
however, that they will not desist.
In relation to the educational interests, I submit the original report of the
superintendent of the mi:3sion school, and commend its suggestions to the careful
consideration of the department, especially that portion referring to the difficulties arising fi·orn the scholars running away from school. If I were clothed
with power to eomp<'l them to remain at Echool after they were sent, it would
result in good. Moral suasion is good with an Indian, but it is much better
appreciated if supported by a little physic<ll fm·ce. If the agent had tlw power,
at't.cr arguments had failed, to rmploy sterner measures, there would not be any
difficulty. 'l'lw children would remain contented, knowing that efforts to get
aw.1y would only involve them in difficulties.
There nr<> in the school thirty boys and twenty-three girls. It employ:5 now
four teachers, two males an(l two fem1les. The amount expended for the mission by the ~ociety JS $2,966 22. The children are well clad, and ea.t of the
same food, at the same table aml time when the superiutendeHt, teachers and
guests of the m1ssiou do.
I .repeat again the suggestions in my last report, that it would be well to advise the mission board having tlw care of the school, that other schools should
be established in the Indian villages, open to all during the day, and that the
children attending these day schools be left, when not in school, at home with
their parents ; then, at stated times, a certain number could be adYanced to the
boanling school, as it is now conducted, to remain a number of years, and then
make room for others.
Under this system I would require all children of a suitable age and physical
ability'to attend the day school, and while they are thus, through its instrumentality, advancing towards civilization, their association, through their respective
famili"s, with the other members of the tribe, is retained, and all will, imperceptibly to themselves, emerge gradually from the bonds of superstition which has flO
long hdd them in subjection. I would by no means advise curtailing the power
or fi1ciliti('s of the board, but rather to extend them. I recognize it a~' a favored
instrumentality in bringing these children of the forest "from d:trknesH to light,"
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and only desire that its power and influence fn· good may be extended, so as to
reach a greater number of the people.
rrhe time has come, when, in my opinion, the reserve should be surveyed, and
thP Indians should :.:elect their homes and locate their farms, and hold them as
their individual property, and uot, as heretofore, in common. Now, they are en croaching upon each other's claimR. If the lands were suryeyed there would be
regular bouudariP>'l and sub ·isions, and a regulation could be adopted. tlmt
would protect the euterprising Indian who opened his farm in the free enjoyment of a homc·t>Lcad, and prevent others from ::;ettliug down by his sid.c, so as
to IWevcnt his individual possession of timber and pasturage. rrhe present system certainly retards their advancement in civilization.
The very existence of this tribe depends upon their being made an agricultuntl people. If each Indian had measured off to him a pic·ce of land, of which
he knew he was to all intents and purposes the owner, und that his childrrn
after him would possess the improvements he made, it would have a wonderful
effect in stimulating him to increased industry.
rrhe departnwnt Rhould, in my opinion, pay annually to the police the Hllll1 of
one thousand dollars.
The influence of this body of men upon the tribe is most beneficiaL The
policy of promotion to position, if a soldier, one who excels others in industry
and in good behavior, stimulates all the young men to greater exertions than
they would otherwisr make. It is the height of their ambition to be called a
good soldier. rl'hcy understand that with them rests the rcsp011Sibility of the
maintenance of good· order and good conduct in the tribe. Befnre their organization there was no law in the tribe, except brute force; but uow they have a code
of laws consistent with the policy of the U nitcd State::; government, and the
soldiers, acting by the direction and authority of the agcut, execute aucl enforce
them. 'J'he duty of our soldiers is to preserve pcac0 and order mnoug the
Indians them1'-elvrs, and to prevent stealing or robbing from either Indians or
white people.
,..rhe chiefs arc, however, jealous of the power a11c1 influence of the police, and
would like to make tl1em Fnbservicnt to them, and are not disposed to be liberal
in paying ~ncl clothing them. They should be independr11t of the chief~. and
l'CSpOnFibJe to and controlled by tho government. rJ'hereforc they Fhonld be
paid sueh sums as the department deem best, and noL permit the ehief::; to control them by withholding' their pny, for the sooner the chief8, and the wl1olc system by which they rule, urn done away with, the better for ail Indians. 'l'o
this end the police should be ~' 1rcngtlJClWU and encouraged.
I am, very·respectfully, your obedil•nt servant,

0. H. IIUSH,
United States Indian Agent.
Hon. H. B.

BRANCH,

~upcrintcndr:nt

if

Indian Ajfairs, St . .Toseplt, 1VIo.

No. 126.
OMAHA l\liSSIOl\', August 31, 1863.
Sm.: Another year has passed away, upon the
events of which, so far as they are connected with the mission, I am called upon
again to report. In doing thifi, I will first reply to the usual qnrries of the depnrtmcnt. If they are uot iri the exad ordu, please excuse me, ad I have no
"blanks" before me when·hy to be guided, and must depend ('Utircly upon
memory.
HoxoRABLE AND RESPEC'TRD
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1. The Omaha mission school still remains under the supervision of the Presbyteri:m Board of l!.,oreign Missions.
'
2. Its family during the past year has been nearly the same as the previous
year. 1\fr. I. Black for about one-half of the year continued in charge of the
schools of both boys and girls, but in June was relieved of the latter by the arrival of 1\fi.:s N. Diament, who formerly had been connC'cted with the mission at
TallahasseC', Creek nation. Since then Mr. Black's labors have been confined
to his boys. I wish I could report more fully than I can coneerning their
studies, am1 their progress in them, but owing to thr temporary abi3ence of Mr.
Black eastward, among his friends, for the sake of the health of him:-;e]f and
wife, I cannot; therc.fore must content myself in commnnicating what I know
of them. The rno::;t advanced class make use of McGuffey's Fifth Eclectic
Reader, Iutermedin.te Geogra.phy, (Macaully and Monteith,) history, arithmetic, (mental and written,) and have daily exercises in penmanship. 'rhe other
· classes usc McGuffey's l!.,ourth, Third, Second, and Ji.,irst Readers and Speller,
Primary Geography, writing and arithmetic. The girls, under Miss Diamcnt's
charge, have pursued Vi ry much the same course of studies. While the boys
have been called upon to as.-ist upon the farm, caring for stock, &c., under Mr.
Betz's directions, the girls have been sewing, and the larger ones aiding, so far
as they were able, in housekeeping.
We consider it our duty to them and their people to instruct their children
how to be industrious. You know, from your own observation, what success
has attended our efforts, and the honorable commissioner. may j uclge from the
rep01~t of our farming operations this year.
.
'1'he school keeping up its numbers pretty well, falling off a little by reason
of an iniluence with which the department has already been informed, and need
not be repeated here, seemed to call for additional help to the farmer. This we
succeeded in obtaining in the person of Mr. S. Prichard, who ha::; been with us
for some months. I am sorry to say that some of our larger pupib made successful attempts at running away to the annual hunt. This suggests a query to
my mind, whether or not the department could not aid us in breaking up
altogetlu~r this running-away fever.
Could not some penalty be inflicted upon
those parents and guardians who encourage their children to leave school so unceremoniously 1 1 think that in the treaties with other tribes they are required
to send their children to school. ·why should not those of this tribe, "·ho once
send tlwir children, be required to keep them there 1 Is .there no · way to reach
this matter 1
3. In regnrcl to farming operations, I would report them to be much more succesE:ful than the previous year. We have planted some forty acres of corn,
which promises us a heavy" crop. The potatoes, some three aud a half acres,
are looking finely; so with some six or seven acres of sorg·hum and imphee.
rrhe wheat this year equals that of the two former years, off of the same ground.
We have also a fine stack of first-rate oats. To work this farm, we now have
some four horses and three yoke of oxen, with the necessary number of wagons,
ploughs, &c. I hope we shall be able, by means of our wheat, to test the power
of the manufacture of flour.
4. In former reports I have spoken of climate, productions, and water privileg('s, and find nothing new sufficiently interesting to call your attention to.
What is under the surface has awakened a little interest in my own mind, :md
accordingly, although no professed geologist, I have, during my rides here and
there, been induced to examine more closely than a merely supedi.cial view.
Hence, about four m1les above the mission, and upon the river, I find, about ten
feet under the surface, a vein of what is commonly called lignite, some four feet
in thickness. Some say that it is a sign of coal. Perhaps it is; but as every
one is entitled to his opinion, mine would be that coal, in this section, lies below
low-water mark of the Missouri. I, for one, would rejoice if our Omahas should
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be so fortunate as to find a coal field upon their reserve. What an income it
might prove to them ! Although they may not possess coal, it is certain
they do have fine buildiug-stone, and sharp sand and graveL If some good and ·
wise plan could be carried out for their settlement upon farms, it would seem
then that Providence had designed this reserve for them. I am of the opinion
the time will soon come when some such scheme can be carried into effect.
5. In regard to my labors as missionary, I would report them to be the same
as last year. As a very general thing, attentive audiences :ire obtained at both
villages upon Sabbath services. Our Sunday school still retains its interest.
As usual in a missionary's life, things have occurred during the past year both
to encourage and discourage. But God has granted us peace, plenty, and the
friendship of our people, and these are blessings which call for thanks to Him
who bestows all blessings.
6. In conclusion, permit me to congratulate our noble government, that at
least our Omahas are loyalists. Said La Flisehe, immediately after his return
from an eastern trip, and i!l a conversation about the rebels to his fellow Omahas,
" I tell you we can fight them for twenty years. " " We~· yes, we are a part
of the United States." "Its flag is our flag," and our honored fi·iend. Should
government suffer their faith and that of some kindred tribes to pass without
·
some token of favor 1
But I am done, and, in the name of the mission whose interests have been
confided to me, I thank you for the interest you have taken in its welfare, and
that of the Omahas.
Accept the regards of yours~ truly,
R. J. BUH.'r'l', Missionar.y.

llon. 0. H. IRISH,
United States Indian Agent.

No. 127.
OTTAWA RESERVATION,

Kansas, 1','eptemher 30, 1863.
THE OTTAWAS OF KANSAS;

This tribe numbered, at the last ceneus, two hundred and eight persons; a
decrease of two since the last annual report. 'rhe year has been one of unusual
prosperity with them. Encouraged by their recent treaty with the United
States, they put forth extra exertions, and planted a larger breadth of land
than usual, and the propitious season has caused them au abundant harvest.
Their annuity being commuted by their recent trea.ty, they received last spring
eighteen thousand dollars, which is ten-fold the former amount received by
them. Usually, I think, they have spent this sum with as much profit to
themselves as could be expected, although candor obliges me to report, that in
a number of cases they have virtually wasted their substance, not in riotous
living, but in making foolish and useless purchases. As a tribe, they have
considerably increased the number of their cattle and horses, and enlarged their
ploughed fields.
Five or six of their young men have been in actual service in the army for
more than a year, and now a number more are enlisting in defence of the old
flag. During the late raid of Quantrell, and mas:::acre at Lawrence, he passed,
on his return march, through the Ottawa re~erve, and would doubtless have
burned some of their houses, had he not been closely pursued.
The Ottawas ha.ve for two years maintaiued a school kept by a very competent and efficient lady teacher, which is of much service to the children.
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The reservation has been surveyed, and the locations and assignments of
school lands and head-rights under the treaty will soon be made. The steps I
have taken in connexion with the council of the tribe, towards the settlement
of the reserve, by desirable emigrants, were promising the best results, when
the massacre of La wrencc occurred.
Two gentlemen from Ohio, w o had just arrived there, vn their way to the
reservation, as pioneers for a colony of some fifty families, were robbed and
nearly killed, each receiving three shots. rrhey were enabled to return home,
however, and are still desirous of settling on the reserve ail soon as possible.
I am cuabled to say that there is a very healthful moral sentiment among
the Ottawas in regard to whiskey drinking. Some of them do occasionally
drink to excess, but they know and acknowledge their guilt, which is an important step towards reformation.
Upon a recent occasion the tribe elected certain of their number to fill some
official positions, and the new officials (after the manner of some of their white
brothers) determined to have a little spree on the strength of their promoted
dignity, but no sooner did the tribe become aware of the fact, than they met
and intlignantly deprived their faithless servants of office, and elected new men
in their stead.
THE CHIPPEWA AND CHRISTIAN

J~:QIANS.

This little band of less than ninety· souls have also gathered an abundant
harvest.
The seeds furnished me by the Commissioner of Agriculture, for the Indians
under my care, were of great value to them, by largely increasing their variety
of vegetables. Rev. J. Romig, a::l missionary and teacher among these Indians,
has labored faithfully, and kept up a day school and religious worship on Sunday, without expense to the tribe or government, other than tho use of the
mission house and farm of twenty acres of ploughed ground. Mr. Romig has
thi.; cultivated, and takes the products. He is otherwise supported by tho Moravian .Missionary S.ociety A few of the nwrnbcro of the tribe have been in
the war, and the remainder have been more industriouf:l thia year t1mn in former
yean> :->ince I have known them, and they arc improving in their condition.
Very respectfully, your obcc1icnt servant,
C. 0. HUTCHINSON, Indian Agent.
Hon. \VILLTAM P. DoLE,
Commissioner qf Indian .Affairs.

No. 128.
KTCKAPOO INDIAN AGENCY, Scptr>mber 25, 1863.
Sm : In accordance with the regulations of the Indian department, I have
the honor to report the condition of affair-5 of this agency.
'l'he number of Kickapoos within the limit.:; of this reservation, according to
the census last taken, is as follows: ninety-six men, ninety-one women, and one
hundred and forty-six children, making a- total of three hundred and thirtythree, this being an increase of twenty-seven upon the number reported last
year, which increase is accounted for by the addition of Indians from the south.
The southern Kickapoos number, as near as can be ascertained, about six hundred. rl'hey are ii·eq_uent visitors to this country, bringing with them horses
and ponieB to traffic. By request of the resident tribe they have been permitted
to draw annuities, if here at time of the payment, after which they take up

~
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their line of march again for the 1'\puth. They have a wild, roving disposition,
living entirely by the hunt :md chase, and say they cau never be contenteil to
settle down nnd live like white men-in fact. in their estimation, it would he
degrading fur them to soil their hands by honest lnbor.
'l'he band of Pottawatomies, numbering some sixty or sevPnLy, to which I
have heretoforr cn.lled the attention of the
partmcnt, arc still residing upon
this rc~ervntion. I lw.v<', in connexion with this agent, advised them to go among
their own people, wlJCrc they will have the benefit of annuities, and provision
made for their wPlfarc ;. but they claim a home among th' Kickapoos under
the provisions of an article of agretmcnt or contract entered into between them
and the tribe many years ago, throug·h one l\Iitchcll, who was a eommissioner
on the part of the government for making treaties with various othrr tril,es.
This contract or agr(·ement, I am c1edibly inform0d, was nnvcr sanctioned by
the department or ratified by the government. They have drawn no annuities
for a long time, being obliged to gain their living by cultivating farms, and are,
as a general thing, a very ind ust1 ious people.
'l'he farming· operations of the Kickapoos, the past season, has been attended
with usual success. vv.,.hile there are a few who evince no di position to improve
their condition, arc lazy, indolent, and very much addicted to drinking whi:3key
and card playing, a large majority of the tribe have taken hold of the plough
with a spirit that is certainly coni mendable. V cry many of the Indian farms
upon the reservation present a state of improvement that would do honor to
white men.
'l'here are no farms under cultivation for the Indians by the government.
The Kickapoos have under cultivation five hundred and sixteen acres of
land. The sca-;ou has been favorable for their crops, and with the exception,
perhaps, of wheat, the yield will be unusually large.
'l'herc arc upon the reservation 90 acres in wheat, that will averugc
twenty bu::;hcls to the acrc-1,800 bm:hcls, at 75 cents per bn:-1hel,
3f>O acres in corn, at 35 bushels to the acrc-12,250 bushels, at
20 cents per bu::;hel ................................... - - .
25 acres in potatoes, at 75 bushels to the acrc-1 ,875 bushels, at
25 cents per bushel. _..... - _ - .... - . - .... - - - - - ..... - - ...
50 acres in beans, pumpkiuR, turnips, squashes, and other garden
vegetables ..... _______ ....... __ . _ . _.... ___ ....... - .. - .
300 tons hay. at $4 per ton ___ ....... _..... ____ .. ___ .. __ . _.
'l'hc wealth of the tribe in other individual property will average
as follows, viz :
Horses and ponies-300 head, at $30 each .. ___ ....... _...... .
Cattle, including work oxen, 225 head, at $25 each. __ . __ .. __ .. .
Hogs, 900 head, at $2 each .... _........ _ . _ ..... __ ..... _.. Agricultural implements, including wagons and hnrucss .. - .... .
Household goods .. __ ....... __ .. _ ..... _ .... _.......... - -:
Making a total valuat.ion of individual property.... . . . . .

$1,350 00
2, 450 00
468 75
1,000 00
1,200 00
9,000
5,625
1, 800
8,000
3,000

00
00
00
00
00

33, 893 75

'l:'hc tribe have suffered considerably from thn depredations of horse thieves
during the year past, though not to such an nhuming extent as the year previous, some three or four having lost every horse they posseR~ed. I have supplied them in order that they might be enabled to go on with the cultivation of
their f~ums. I have also furnished the tribe with tw:enty head of working cattle,
fifty ploughs, and two hundred and fifty bushels seed wheat. I have under contract, in process of manufacture for them, six wagons and twenty-five thousand
feet oak and walnut lumber for building purposes. I have also had a large
amount of blacksmithing work done, wagons, ploughs, and farming tools re-
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paired, and they generally admit that they were never so well supplied with
serviceable farming utensils as at the present time.
I must again urge the attention of the department to the necessity of adopting some plan of education for these people, there having been no school since
October, 1861.
The mission building is well adapted for school purposes, but considerable
repairing will be neces~ary in order to make it comfortable, some evil-disposed
peroons having taken away a good portion of the windows, doors, and other
fixtures belonging to the house. As near as I am able to judge, it will require
an expenditure of five hunch·ed dollars to make the necessary repairs and erect
suitable out-buildings. It is hoped that the department will take immediate
action in tho matter, as many of the tribe are very anxious to give their children
an education.
In the Rpring of 1862 I was appointed a commis;::;ioner to ncgotrnte a treaty
with the Kickapoos, allo ing lands in severalty to those members of the tribe
who desired to hav~ separate tracts of land, and have adopted the manners and
customs of the whites, and to set apart for the others of the tribe a portion of
the reservation to be held by them in common, or provide for them a home in
the Indian country south of Kansas.
A provision was made in the treaty that the Atchison and Pike's Peak Railroad Company should have the privilege of buying their surplus lands after the
Indians had made their selections, at the rate of one dollar and twenty-five
cents per acre. The treaty was concluded on the 28th day of June following,
being generally satisfactory to the Indians. Subsequently other companies,
having an eye to the Yaluable lands of the Kickapoos, have made an extraordinary effort to break up the treaty, or to prevent its provisions Leing carried
out. They have sent their agents on to the reservation, and, through a drunken
interpreter, held councils with the Indians, stirring up strife among them, and endeavoring to induce them to believe, by making false statements, that I had
perpetrated a fraud upon them in the negotiation of the treaty.
In consequence of this interference some of the Indians became insolent and
unruly.
'l'hey neglected their agricultural pursuits and devoted thc>ir time
principally to debauchery, and drinking whi~kcy furnished to them by their
pretended ft·iends. Most of them now, however, have become convinced that
these men who camfl among them were not actuated from any rrgarcl for the
Indian, or from any honest motive, bnt simply ftom a desire to defeat the operation of that section of their treaty referring to the railroad.
'l'hc health of the tribe has generally been good during the year past, although
bilious and intermittent fevers are quite prevalent among them. 'l'hey arc very
ignorant of the use of medicines, and greatly in need of a physician to reside
among them, and I wou lcl therefore recommend that one be granted them, and
his salary paid out of their interest fund.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

CHARLES B. KEI'l'H,
United States indian Agent.
Colonel H. B. BRANCH,
Superintendent f!f Indian Affai'rs St.

Joscpl~,

Missou'ri.

No. 129.
OsAGE HIVER AGENCY, Peptember 1, 186:J.
SIR: I have the honor to submit my annual report of affairs in this
agency sinee the first of October last. The several tribe~ embra<;-ed within this
agcncy-tbP- Peorias, Piankcshaws, Kaskaskias, W ras and :Minmies-have, withDEAR
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out an exception that I am aware of, been loyal to the government. They are
progressing in civilization and adopting the habits of the white man as completely as the unsettled state of the border will permit; for the same reason
they have made no improvements other than those they had. 'l'he question of
their removal since the introduction of an act in Congress last winter for that
purpose has also contributed in some degree to unsettle them. A large majority
of the Indians would prefer to make a new treaty with .the government and to
remove to some place by themselve!'l. With the expectation of making some
sueh treaty, everything of an industrial or educational character is suspended.
'.rhey are very much annoyed at being compelled to settle up the estates of
deceased Indians in the probate courts of the State, and also from suits instituted
against them in other courts. 'l'hese annoyances are inseparable from their
living among organized communities of white people under the changing laws
of a rapidly growing State. 'l'he question of taxation has also alarmed them.
The State is attempting to tax them, and it is diffi~lt for them to understand
the necessity or propriety of submitting to burdens they have never born.e
before. 'l'he building of a school-house and organizing a labor school among
the Miamies is for the time being suspended at the request of the chiefs. lf
they make a treaty and remove they do not want any school. They would
prefer in that case to divide per capita the principal and interest of the school
fund among the nation. The :Miamies are very desirous of making a visit to
Washington to discuss this and other matters of interest to their nation. Both
tribes have recently agreed among themselves to leave off drinking spirituous
liquors, and for that purpose have signed a temperance pledge for three months;
it is expected at that time there ~ill be no difficulty in renewing it. ·I think
the majority of the Indians would prefer to make new treaties under which
those who so choose could remain on their head-rights, and become citizens of
Kansas.
A provision of this kind would become necessary to suit the condition of that
class called half~breeds. I would also recommend that the regulations regarding the conveyance, if Indian lands be modified so as to enable heirs to dispose
of the whule of any lands they may own or become owners of by reason of
such heirship; holding only one-half of the individ~tal head-right as inalienable,
I shall make out a statistical return of farming which will embrace the most
important feature of au ·annual report.
Respectfully, your obedien~ servant,
G. A. COLTON,

U. S. Indian Agent.
Hon. H. B. BRANCH,
Superintendent if Indian 4tfairs.

No. '130.
PoTTAWATOMIE AGENCY,

September 30, 1863.
Sm: Jn accordance with the regulation::~ of the Indian department, I have
the honor to make the following report of the condition of the Pottawatomie
Indians.
According· to the census taken at their annuity payment last June the Pottawatomies number 2,27 4 souls, viz : men, 648; women, 593; and children, 1,033.
The allotment of lanclnnder their treaty of the 15th of November, 1861, has
been completed; and although much difficulty had been apprehended in adjusting this matter harmoniously, owing to improvements and claims of different in-
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dividuals having been made upon one and the sumo subdivision, while a
commendable interest was manifested by the Indians in the selection of choice
locations, it is a source of great satisfaction to be :tble to state that, with
very few exceptions, they have been made in a mannrr that is satisfactory to
all parties; and now that their allotments are completed, much anxiety is manifest on their part to have them confirmed, and their certif-icates issued at as
early a day as possible, in accordance with the provisions of the 2d article of
their treaty.
Allotments in severalty have been made to about 1,375 persons, seven of
whom are chiefs, drawing one section each; seven headmen, each one-half
section; a11d the bnJance, eighty acres each, making in the aggregate about
136,240 acres, which has been set apart for the exclusive use and benefit of the
individual allotters. :J.Iany of these persons are desirous of becoming citizens,
and will take the necessary steps as soon as they rec.eive their certificntes.
Encouragement has been given those who are competent to do so.
I am still sanguine in the opinion expressed in my last report, that it is fdr
better for them, and economy for the government, that they should rPccive
their indiYidual share of the assets of the tribe, and thus throw them upon their
own resources, so that Pach man that toils may reap the reward of his ln,bor.
So long as their tribal relations exist, and their property is held in common,
just so long there is no stimulus for individual enterprise, even among the civilized portion. Time has demonstrated in many instances, and among severai
tribes, that those Indians even who receive regular annuities are not the possessors of as much worldly goods, or of as high a degree of happiness, as portions of the same tribe that receive nothing·.
There is, however, a portion of the Pottawatomies who are not sufficiently
advanced in civilization to become citizens; they, under the treaty, are to
receive their land in common. This portion still cling with tenacity to their
ancient usages :mel customs; so much so, that they retard the advance of the
enlightened and laboring portions of the tribe. I cannot but think it is for the
interest of both portions of the tribe, and to the government, for them to be
separated : allowing the wild portion to sell their lands, go to the Indian territory and be attached to some other agency, and require those that remain to
become citizens at an early day.
The agTicultural prospects of the tribe continue to i11crease, and under the
encouragement that they are receiving from the government, in the purchase of
the essential implements of farming for them,.the resources of the reservation
are l1eing gradually but surely developed. 'l'here b:ts not been quite as much
land under the plough this season as there was last, owing to the fact that
many of the Indians have, from necessity or choice, abandoned a portion, and,
in some instances, all of their old fields, in consequeuce of haviug· taken their
several allotments in other places ; and bciug desirous of commcnciug their
permanent improvements on their own land, have hauled off their rails, &c.,
and commenced new farms in the places of their choice.
Th.cre has been, however, much more ·work done this season than any other
year since I have been with them, and their labors have been crowned with
succe::;s, as their numerous stock and well-filled gTanaries amply verify.
'l'he sea~on has been very productive, and, from the best information that I
can gather, there has beeu raised on the reservation by Indians this year about
150 acres qf wheat, \Yhich will average about 25 bushels per acre.
3, 720 bushels. at 70 cents_ .. _.. _____ . _________ ....... __ .. __ _ $2,604 00
1,500 acret' of corn, at 30 bushels per acre-45,000 bushels, at 20 cts .. 9,000 00
30 acres of oats, at 40 bushels per acre-1,200 bushels, at 25 cts ..
300 00
20 acres of potatoes, gardening, &c., worth ....... ___ . __ . _... __ _ 1,000 00
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The wealth of the tribe in other individual property is as follows, viz :
Horses, 1,200, at $30 per head ............................. .
Cattle~ 1,000, at $12 per head ............................. . .
Hogs, 2,000, at $3 per head .......... . ........... . ........ .
Hay, 1,000 tons, at $3 per ton ........ . .................... .
Agricultural implements ......................... . ........ .
Household goods ............................... . ... .

$36,000
12,000
6,000
3,000
] 5,000

15,000
99,904

"\Ve have employed in the nation two physicians, two iVagon-makers, two
blacksmiths, two assistant blacksmiths, and two ferry-men, all of whom are
attending faithfully to their duties. ri'hcir offices and shops are well provided
with the necessary materials to enable them to minister diligently and promptly
to the wants of the tribe.
There is but one school on the reservation that receives its support fi·om
the moneys of the tribes. It is the St. Mary's mission, which is conducted on
the manual labor principle. It is in a very flourishing condition, as will be
seen by the accompanying report of J. F. Diel, and has had as high as 200 different scholars in attendance during the past year. It has in regular attendance-100 male scholars and 75 females. rl'hey keep constantly employed
four male and four female teachers, with other assistance as necessity requil·es;
also four missionaries.
ri'his school, under the faithful supervision of J. F. Diel, is the means of ac·
complishing much good among the Indians, and is a credit to the Catholic
church, under whose auspices it was founded and has been conducted for nearly
twenty years.
The other school is at Rossville, Pottawatomie pay ground. It is conducted
upon the select school principle, and is su'pported exclusively by subscriptions
from individual members of the tribe. They have about fifteen scholars, under
the charge of a female teacher.
I wish to call the attention of the department to the propriety of paying the
teacher of this school out of the school funds of the tribe. If they prefer this
manner of educating their children, instead of sending them to the mission school,
I can see no reason why they should not be gratified, inasmuch as the school
fund belongs to the whole tribe.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
W. W. ROSS,
United States Indian Agent.
Hon. WM. P. DoLE,
Comrnissione1" if Indian 4/faiu, Washington, D. C.
ST. MARY's MrssroN,
Septern?Je1· 30, 1863.
Sm: In spite of the untoward circumstances under ·which we are placed
:mrl the distractions of the country, our schools continue in a flourishing condition. Onr male school has averaged, during the past year, 95 Pottawatomic
youth~, between the ages of G and 18 years, in regular attendance. 'l'hey
receive their beard, clothing and tuition at the mission, and are under the constant care anu superintendence of four male teachers of the Society of Jesus,
who devote all their energies to the mental and moral improvement of their
pupils. Four ladies of the Society of the Sacred Heart are regularly engaged
in instructing the children of the female school. rrhis averages 75 Indian girls,
likewise· provided with whatever they need by the institution.
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The progress and good conduct of the children in both schools are trnly
admirable, and deserving of the high commenc1ations (laily lavishecl upon them.
May a kind Providence, under the auspices of a govcrnm~nt to which our Indians have ever been fa.ithful, still preserve the tree that bears such fi·uits.
Very respectfully, yourJ,
J ...E'. DIEL,
Superintendent if tltc Sclwols.
W. W. Ross, Esq.,
Iudian Agfnt.

No. 131.
PAWNEE INDIAN AGENCY,

Nebraska Territory, September 21, 1863.
Sm: I have the honor to submit, in compliance with instruction~, the following report in relation to the affairs of this agency for the past year.
Notwithstanding the inauspicious circumstances under which I assumed control of this tribe, their wild and demoralized condition, uurestruined as they
had been in their roving and predatory habits, and entirely neglected in such
care and instruction as would tend to improve and civilize them, I have the
satisfaction to report a decided and plainly visible change for the better in
every respect in the habits and condition of the Pawnees.
The large number comprising this tribe renders it exceedingly difficult to
provide the means with which to enforce as comprehensive a system of instr;~c
tion as their necessities require, and hence a great degree of patience 1m~st be
exercised in the work before us.
My first efforts were directed to impressing upon the Pawnees the impropriety of roaming about unrestrained over the country, committing depredations upon the whites and friendly and hostile Indians indiscriminately, and
thus engendering an ill feeling and spirit of retaliation that so genera]ly prevails, besides burdening the agent ana the department with the adjudication
of claims for f\poliation almost innumerable.
I have enc1eavored, with much success, to confine them within the limits of
their reservation. No more complaints are heard from the surrounding country
of the commi;::sion of petty thefts by vagrant Indians, and the roads and l'ighways were never more free of this class than at present.
'l'he habit of horse stealing seems to be so inveterate, and their notions upon
the subject so completely hereditary, as to render it difficult to break up this
pernicious practice. ~rho return, however, within the last year of a large
number of stolen horses to their wners, both whites and Indians, and a rule I
have established requiring them to report to me all stolen hnrscs as fast as they
arc brought in, will, it is hoped, put a final stop to horse thieving·.
The l:'chool which I e;;tablished last year is in a prosperous condition. For
want of a school-house, an old and inadequate building has bern used for the
purpose. At first sixteen children only could be accommodated, but by erecting
a sm·tll addition to thi~ house, which is used as the culinary department, we
have been enabled to double tl1is number. 'There arc now, therefore, thirtytwo chihhen iu the school. 'Their progress in all ti10 elements of a uf\eful cdncatiou exceed::; my most sanguine expectations. When the farm school-house,
now in process of l'rection, shall hJ.YC been completed, the number of scholars
can be further increased to the extent of the full capacity of even as large a
building as that is designed to be, with children equally as apt and promising
a.s those we have already obtained. 'l'he importance of this school to the ultimate civilization of this tribe of Indians is, as I conceive, so transparent that it
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would be superfluous to add anything upon the subject. The accompanying
report of the teacher contains a detailed account of itR operations for the last
year.
The land which the Indians, in their peculiar and imperfect manner, have
been endeavoring to cultivate for the past four years had not been ploughed
since they took possession of it. I deemed it of the utmost importance, as I
intimated in my last report, that a sufficient quantity of land should be prepared
to enable each head of a family to raise suffieient corn, beans and squashes to
supply the wants of each. I accordingly had seven hundred and twenty-four
acres of land thoroughly ploughed and prepared for their crops last spring.
The n'\sult of the comparatively small expenditure of means involved is now
apparent in the immense crop of corn, beans and other edibles which have
been produced. The return has, indeed, been so generous and abundant that
for the first time in their lives the Pawnees will have not only a full supply for
all their wants, but, if properly husbanded, a large surplus to sell. '-ro add to
this evidence of their -prosperity, they obtained during a recent hunt the largest
supply of buffalo meat they ever before obtained at any one time, and they
are therefore to-day in possession of more than sufficient means of subsistence
to safely carry them through the coming winter.
In view of their former destitute and starving condition, I do not consider it
at all presumptuous in claiming some degree of credit for having, at least to this
extent, improved the management of their affairs.
'The crops of small grain on the school farm were not up to an average this
year. 'The earlier part of the season was extremely dry, and the growth of
the grain was much retarded. At harvest time the frequent rains with
which we were visited interfered so much with harvesting that the grain
became over-ripe before it could be secured, and thus much of it was lost.
The corn crop is an abundant one, and having escaped the recent heavy frost,
the corn is of excellent quality.
'".rhe farmer's report is submitted herewith .
. Since my last report I have made several important and indispensable improvements at this place. A little log cabin, seven logs high, and eight by ten
feet in size, was the only bnilding provided for tho blacksmith and tinsmith. In
its stead, I have had a substantial frame building erected, forty-six feet long by
sixteen feet \vide, one story and a half high, containing separate shops of suffisient capacity for the blacksmith and tinsmith.
No suitable place for the transaction of the current business of the agency
with the Indians existed here, and its absence was a source of much inconvenience and discomfort, to say nothing of annoyance. An excellent frame house,
thirty feet long by eighteen feet wide, one story and a half high, has been constructed, convenient to the agency, which affords ample accommodations as a
council-house and store-room. An addition has also been built to the present
temporary school-house, twenty-four feet long by sixteen feet wide, one story
and a half high, which is so arranged that it contains a kitchen, pantry and washroom on the first, and a sleeping apartment for the children on the second floor.
These improvements were deemed absolutely necessary to the proper conducting of the business of the agency, and have been provided at a cost which
will compare favorably with the expense of others here of a less substantial
and valuable character.
I would respectfully renew the recommendation contained in my last report
in relation to a change of the character of the steam grist and saw mill here.
The supply of timber in the vicinity of the agency is so nearly exhausted as
to render it very difficult and expensive to accomplish much with the mill in
its present shape. 'l'he fuel has now to be hauled a distance of five and six
miles, and to obtain it in such quantities as the mill requires involves devoting
all the labor on the place to this work alone. There is within three-quarters of
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a mile of it8 location ample water power to run it the year round. The expense
of opening a race through which the watrr could be diverted hom it s present
channel to the mill would be f'.aved by the decease in labor which would ensue
from the change in one year alone.
'l,he Brule Sioux Indians again attacked the Pawnees here in :May last. On
the 22d of J nne they returned in great force, and killed and scalped several
squaws who were at work within a few yards of my residence. On this occasion they were driven off by a company of the second Nebraska cavalry, which
had been stationed here upon my request for the protection of the place. These
raids of hostile Sioux have become so bold and numerous that the importance
of a treaty between them and the Pawnees cannot be overestimated. In case
this cannot be accomplished, there seems to be an absolute necessity that troops
be permanently located at this point. 'l,he Pawnees are almost constantly in
alarm; sometimes by the actual presrnce of Sioux spies in their vicinity, and
sometimes by mere reports, which latter are equally pernicious in effect. From
this state of things it often occurs that the Indians cannot be induced to go into
their fields for work for several consecutive days, and their crops suffer and
waste by this neglect.
Besides this, when the tribe goes on their summer hunt, not one can be induced to remain behind to work on the farm, knowing, as they do, that there is
no safety for them here unless they are in sufficient force to resist large parties
of hostile Sioux. During the past season this feeling of insecurity reached the
white employes, and it waH almost impossible to procure sufficient h elp to carry
on the regular business of the agency. It is not in the nature of men to live in
a constant state of alarm and insecurity if they can avoid it, and I therefore
earnestly urge this subject upon the attention of the ilepartment.
I ha,·e tLe honor to be, respectfully, your obedient scrv:mt,
BENJA].IIN F. LUSHBAUGH,
United States lnd£an Agent.
Ron. H. B. BRANCH,
Superintendent of Indzan Affairs.

1\o. 132.
PAWNRftj AGENCY,

Nebraska Territory, Sept<mber 18, 1863.
SIR: In rendering my report, in compliance with your request, I would most
_reverently acknowledge a Providential care through the past year, not only in
protecting these children with us from fatal disease and accidents, but from their
enemy the Sioux, who have come even to our door.
There have been accessions to our original number through the year till we
now bave thirty-two scholars. Their progress in learning· all we have essayed
to teach them has been very satisfactory, and certainly proves them to belong
to a people capable of great improvement.
'l'he girls are all necessarily small. As they are betrothed so early in life, it
would be difficult to retain them with us any length of time after they are marriageable; but they are rapidly learning to p erform such honschold duties as ·
girls of their age are capable of; and are also becoming quite skilful to knit
and sew; and we hope by another year the elder ones will be prepared to aid
much in caring for and training the raw recruits which we expect to see filling
the rooms of our to-be new school-house.
The boys also willingly and dexterously perfo1m such manual labor as is as
signed them-hoeing, chopping, milking, &c.; and are rapidly gaining sufficient
24 I
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moral courage, not only to permit us to clip off their scalp lock, which is their
badge of bravery, without keeping on their hats to hide its loss, but also to be
seen laboring by other members of the tribe without appearing to feel disgraced.
'l'he class of older boys and girls, who a little more than a year ago had no
idea of letters, now read quite readily in Saunders's Second Reader, write a legible hand, and are well acquainted with all the principal objects on l\1itchc1l's
Outline l\faps of the "\V orld.
'rhc younger classes are equally advanced in proportion to their ages; but
no such progress as has been made the past year can be expected in the future,
until the projected building for the school is completed. We have been always
very much inconvenienced for want of. room; and the addition to our original
number, which we have been required to take, so fills every corner of our small
apartments, and taxes the strength of those connected with us, that little now
can be done but try to find room for the press, and feed and clothe the children.
'rrusting you will soon be able to give us more convenient apartmeuts, and
be permitted to grant us such aid in the performance of our duties as will enable
us rapidly to fit those who are with us for the common cares of life,
I am, sir, yours, respectfully,

ELVIRA G. PLATTS,
Teaclze1· qf Pawnee Schools.
BENJAMIN

F.

LusHBAUGH,

United States Indian Agent.

No. 133.
PAWNEE AGE:VCY,

Neb1·aska Territory, September 22, 1863.
SIR: In compliance with your 1·equest, I have the honor to submit this my
second annual report upon the farming operations in this agency.
Upon the farm have been grown this season fifty acres of wheat, fifty acres of
oats, and forty acres of corn, also a small quantity of potatoes, squashes, aud
other vegetables.
I have also put up securely in stocks one hundred tons of prairie hay in good
order.
'rhe extremely dry weather in seeding time damaged considerably the small
grain, but, with the exception of the oat crop, the yield in quantity and quality
is good.
.
As to the land cultivated exclusively by the Indians, it had not until this
season been re- ploug·hed since the original breaking up of the prairie sod.
Seven hundred and twenty-four acres having been prepared for them in the
spring, no efl'ort was spared to induce them to adopt our mode of corn culture,
in which I was successful with a limited number only. But the large increase
this year, over any previous crop raised by them on the Fame area, is so apparent, that I have no doubt many will be there by induced to cultivate their laud
more thoroughly hereafter; for though much of their corn was injureu by the
frost in August, their labor has never before been rewarded with returns so
bountiful.
I am, sir, very respectfully,

CHARLES H. WITALEY,
BENJAMIN

F.

Fm·nw1· for Pawnees.
LUSHBAUGH,

United States Indian Agent.
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No. 134.
SAc AND Fox AGENCY,
]{ansas, October 20, 1863.
SIR: I have the honor herewith to transmit my first annual report in relation to the Sac and Fox Indians of the .Mississippi under my charge.
At the date of my appointment in October last I was near Weber's Falls, on
the Arkansas river, acting as special Indian agent, accompanying the military
expedition to the Indian country. After many delays, incident to a state of
war, I arrived at this agency December 23, 1862, and at once entered up<Jn the
duties assigned me.
On enrolling the Sac and Fox tribe of Indians on the twentieth day of May
last I obtained the following result:
Number of men .............................................. .
287
N urn her of 'vorncn .................... - ....................... .
379
3094
Number of children .....................................•.....•

Total . ....................................................

975 ·

We feel satisfied that there has been no decrease in the tribe during the past·
season, but believe the next enrolment will show an increase, as the tribe has .
been remarkably healthy during the summer and fall seasons. The personal
property of the tribe I estimate at sixty dollars per head, or an aggregate of
$58,500.
By the necessary encouragement in the spring, the Indians were induced' to
plant all their fields and patches in corn, beans, and pumpkins; and I am gratified to be able to state that they have raised plenty of corn, &c., to supply·
their wants. They commence harvesting the crop as soon as it gets to be good
I'oasting ears, by putting the corn into kettles of water and heating it boiling
hot, when it is taken out, and by the use of corn-scrapers taken off the cobb,
spread out on hides and blankets in the sun until thoroughly dried, when it is
packed away in raw hide Eacks, trunks, &c. "\Vhen about to leave for their.
winter hunt they take what will supply their wants during the winter, and the
balance of the crop they bury some three or four feet deep in the ground, where
it remains until their return in the spring, when it is raised and used while
making another crop.
'Th e employes connected with this agency have, by a faithful performance of
their duties, given entire satisfaction for the quality and quantity of the work .
done during the quarter ending September 30, 1863. You are respectfully r.eferred to the reports of the blacksmith and gunsmith.
While the Sac and ~-,ox Indians are absent during the winter, we have per- mitted the refugee Creeks, Cherokees, &c., to occupy all the v-acant houses on
the reserve; many of them seem to appreciate it as a great blessing to shield
them from the cold blasts of winter, w bile others, I am so1:ry to say, do not, and
in some instances have shamefully abused the houses.
In order to preserve the mission houses from abuse, I procured a missionary to
take possession of them and open a school for the Sac and Fox children, which
has been in operation some months. 'J.lhe mission farm was also put in cultivation, and has yielded a fair crop. By reference to the report of the missionary,
it will be seen that the school is progressing satisfactorily; and I am happy to·
be able to state that all the chiefs and headmen of the tribe arc iu favor of and
take a deep interest in the school, and desire their children educated, except
one, v.·ho opposes every step in civilizatiou-refuses even to live in the houses.
built for him, and pitches his bark 'viceup right under the very eves of the
houses ; and bids defiance to all modern improvements. I am doiug what I

372

REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR.

can to remove his deep-seated prejudice against civilization; if I fail, I propose
to remove him.
I have only to add that peace and pro.s perity abide with the Sacs ~mel Foxes
of the Mississippi; and that they are all loyal to the government of the United
States.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

H. W. :MARTIN,
United States Indian Agent.

Hon. H. B.

BRANCH,

. Superintendent

of Indian

Affairs, St . .Toseph, Missouri.

No. 135.
SAc AND Fox ~hssroN,
DEAR

September 10, 1863.
SIR : The following is an exhibit of the mission interests of your

Indians:
On the first of last April we entered upon the duties of this mission. Fifteen
children were committed to our f()stcring care; these have been clothed and subr
sistecl by us. My wife has given tlH'mlessons daily in orthography, mental arithmetic, &c. The farm of one hundred acres has under my superintendency, with
the ble::;sing of a kind Providence, produced a bountiful harvest of corn, vegetables, &c.
During this time we have labored under some embarrassment, such as could
not be remedied by my limited mca.ns, there being no appropriations from any
otl1er source. But as the continuance of the mission here is considered limited,
with a hope of better things in the future, we can endure the present for a
while.
The prejudices heretofore existing with the older Indians, especially the
"Upper band," are diminishing, and \Ve are expecting an increase of pupils this
quarter Two have already been added during the past week, making in all
seventeen since \Ye commenced.
As regards progress, but little can be reported at so early a period in our history; still, with our limited experience we are prepared to say, much can be done
in time, both in improving the minds and habits of these Indians; and we hope
the time is near when we will be able to enter more fully upon this work. Our
limited support has been a great drawback in the work; still we hope to continue what we have commenced, until the provi:::ions in the late treaty are available ; yet if anything can be done for us by you in sustaining these interests at
this time, it will be .thaa.ldully received and properly applied.
All of which is respectful~y submitted.
R. P. DUVAL, Instructor.
_Major H. W. MARTIN:,

U. S . .Agent Sac and Fax Indians

of Miss.

No. 13G..
0TTOE AND 1\fr~SOURI AGENCY,

September 26, 1863.
SIR ·: I hruv:e the !honor to transmit herewith my annual report of the condition of the Ottoe aud Missouri agency for the year 1863.
The fi:uming has been efficiently done by farmer William H. Denman, and

REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR.

373

principally with Indian labor. One hundred and thirty-seven acres were farmed
exclusively by the Indians in corn, beans, &c., the most of it being cultivated
with the plough instead of the lwe, as fDnnerly practiced by them.
The corn being of an early species, . a good crop was raised and the greater
part of it cured and housed away before · the destructive frost of August 29
struck it. The balance of the farm was cultivated by government; seventy
acres of which was sown in spring wheat, and about fifty acres of it did well
and made a good crop, producing probably from nine hundred to one thousand
bushels. About twenty acres was badly affected by the drought in the spring,
there not being sufficient moisture in the soil to force the germination of the
seed until the weeds had got such a start as to choke it out when it did start,
and consequently was not worth the cutting. The corn crop, about eighty acres,
did remarkably well, and promisc·d to yield a very heavy crop, but the frost
on the 29th of August almost ruined it. It was just about what would be
termed good roasting ears when the frost killed it; which will render the corn
unfit for bread, and worth but little for feed, and by its great shrinkage will be
much reduced in quantity as well as quality.
About forty tons of bay has been put up, which is deemed sufficient for the
support of the farm stock during the present year. A bolt and other machinery
for the manufacturing of flour were added to the mill, which proves a very satisfactory and valuable improvement to the Indians, and a great accommodation to
the citizens of the surrounding country. Since the starting of the mill, it has
furnished the Indians with an abundance of good flour made from wheat raised
upon their own farm, and from tolls received for grinding for customers. Previous to this their flour was transported from the Missouri river from sixty-five
to seventy miles and sold to them, costing them se-veral thousand dollars annually. The high rates they were obHged to pay for flour, and the limited
means they possessed for buying, compelled them to do without it a large portion of their time. They appreciate the change, and appear highly gratified with
the improvement. 'I'he mill has been constantly crowded with custom grinding,
which is done for one-sixth of wheat and one-fourth of corn. The yield of flour
and meal has given general satisfaction to consumers, both ~s to quantity and
quality, and the present· indications are, that if the mill were of double the
capacity it is, it would not be able to do all the work that would be offered.
Great inconvenience has been experienced by the failure of the well to supply
a sufficient quantity of water to generate steam enough to keep the mill running;
also in the giving out of the lining of the fireplace to the boiler, which has been
repaired and patched so much that it has become necessary to get a new lining
put into the fire-box, or else get a new boiler.
The Indians seem contented and happy. 'l'he letter written to the chiefs last
February by Commissioner Dole, admonishing them to aid tneir agent in carrying out the instructions and intentions of the general government, has had a
most beneficial effect upon them, particularly after suspending the head chief for
bad conduct, and re-instating him again after a few months' meritorious behavior.
I also appointed for them a new chief, which has dissipated the impression
which seemed to exist among them that they were superior to the agent.
Since which, they have been more cheerful and tractable, more agreeable and
easy to get along with, and altogether better behaved than before; more inclined
to labor, and less to depredations and the destruction of property.
'l'he bnilclings belonging to th~ agency may be said to be in good repair for
that class of buildings, cottonwood lumber unpainted. The agent's house
should be painted ancl supplied with llghtning rods.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

JNO. P. BAKER.
Hon. "\V. P. DoLE,
Commissioner of Indian Affairs, Washington, D. C.
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No. 137.
UPPER PLATTE AGENC-Y,

Septem:, er 30, 1863.
Sm : I have the honor hcrrwith to submit my annual report.
'l'he Ogallalla and Brule Sioux Indians were determined. to prMecute their
war against the Pawnees, but I have succeeded with one of the northern bands
in preventing it, by giving them pre~ents.
I spent some months among them, and prevailed upon one party, who were
starting against the Pawnees, to remain at home. But a small band. of the
Brule Sioux started on a party to steal the ponies that the Pawnees had stolen
some time preYious from them. A baud of the Cheyennes and Sioux, being
aided by the contraband traders on the south Platte rive1·, and assisted by them,
join ed and went to 'var with them on the Pawnees during· the month of Juno.
'l'he confederate bands under this agency and the Pawnees have had several
battles, but who is in fault I am unable to determine.
I have granted license to but one trader to trade with the Indians under. this
agency, and he has failed to get but a small part of the trade, owing to th e contraband traders, who were aided by the milita1·y authorities giving them permits,
disregarding the laws governing trade and intercourse with the Indians. A
number of these same contraband traders have been arrested for introducing
spirituous liquors into the Indian country, but were released by the military
authorities, at the same time they were trading under permits granted by the
comma,nding officer at JTort Laramie.
'l'here have been several applications made to me for license to trade with the
Indians, and as soon as I think it proper I will grant license to a sufficient
number of traders who may be loyal, and not formerly liquor traders.
I think it is for the interests of the government to restrain all traders from
going into the Indian country occupied by the Sioux at this time.
The Indians under the charge of this agency have been and profess to be
loyal, aud clo not wish to have any intercourse with the Sioux of the Missouri
and Minnesota, who are at war with the whites, if they can have assurance of
protection from the government.
At this time parties of the northern bands of Sioux, or Minnekazie and Uncpapa, are within one hundred miles of this agency, threatening the extermination of the whites in our country.
They have stolen several herds of horses from the Sioux of this agency,
who inhabit the country on the Platte, because they are disposed to peace with
the whites.
By permission of the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, I have established and
built an agency building 32 by 36 feet, with partition for council-room and
warehouse, out of good substantial hewed logs, with stone foundation, on the
north side of the north Platte, twenty-five miles cast of fort Laramie, near
Platte river and adjacent to a fine spring that the present dry season of their
country ~as had no perceptible effect upon. About four sections of good arable
hmd are adjoining the agency, which in ordinary seasons will not need irrig.tting, but can be irrigated if necessary, at a small expense, from the spring,
which is ten feet wide fifty yards from the head.
There is also plenty of cottonwood timber for fencing, firewood, and for
building small buildings for Indians as may be needed.
'l'he Ogallalla and Brule Sioux refuse to have their agency built on vVhite
river, as they think they would be unsafe there, owing to the hostility the
northern Indians have to the whites and the Indians of this agency.
rrhinking that it was unsafe, and counselling with them, with their unanimous
consent I have established the agency at the above-mentioned place.
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I hn.ve had sixty acres of land broken at the old agency, nine miles east of
:F'ort Laramie and on the south side of the north Platte, by hiring two white
men and the aid of the Indians.
'rhere was a fine prospect of a good crop of corn, potatoes, and pumpkins,
until the first of July, when the drought was so intense that the crop was almost entirely destroyed, there being no rain from the middle of .May up to this
date. The Platte river being nearly dry, there was no water with which to
irrigate.
I have estimated that the goods for their agency will hereafter amount to
about sixteen thousand dollars, ($16,000.)
As the Arapahoes and Cheyennes have been notified to get their annuities
hereafter at the Upper Arkansas agency, I will not need a Cheyenne and Arapahoe interpreter, but ask that an interpreter may be allowed this agency for
the Crow Indians, as their language is entirely different from the Sioux.
Owing to the influx of emigration to the Bannock and other mines in Idaho
Territory through the Crow and Sioux Indian country, I cannot close my report without impressing upon the Indian department the necessity of immediately making treaties with those Indians, as the whites are now overrunning
their whole country.
The northern Indians refuse to allow them to hunt game in their country,
and if something is not done for them during the winter ensuing, they must
either plunder the whites or starve.
They claim that General Harney promised them that no whites should settle
or travel in or through their country until a treaty had been made with them.
Emigrants to tl1e Idaho gold mines, as well as returning miners, some of
whom have large amounts of gold, will suffer severely from their depredations,
and as the emigration the coming spring will be immense to those mines, immediate action is necessary.
In fact, during August last, one emigrant party of over forty wagons, after
getting one hundred miles on their way through the Crow country, were driven
back by the Indians; and as this route to the Idaho mines will be a saving of
250 to 300 miles over the old route, besides the relief of going over the mountains, the emigration will be so large that they will force their way through at
the risk of an outbreak of the Indians.
'rhe whiskey trade has more to do with controlling the Indians of this agency
than any and all other influences that can be brought to bear.
I would earnestly recommend that, as soon as possible, measures may be taken
to keep the Indians of this agency from the country bordering on the junction
of the Platte rivers. It would do more than any other means that can be devised to prevent the difficulties which now arise between them and the Pawnees.
It gives me great pleasure to say to the department, that Colonel J. M. Chivington, commanding this department, has issued the order herewith attached,
and which, according to my interpretation of the laws governing trade and intercourse with Indians, is strictly correct.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JOHN LOREE,
Un£ted States Indian Agent.
Hon. H. B. BRANCH,
Supe'rintendent qf lndian Affairs.

376

REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF TilE INTERIOR.
GENERAL ORDERS No. 19.
HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF CoLORADo,

Denver, C. T., September 22, 1863.
1st. It is strictly enjoined, that hereafter no Indians be allowed to camp on
any military reservation within this district; and where no military reservation
has been declared, they will no~ be allowed to camp nearer than five miles to
any post or camp garrisoned by United State troops.
2d. Commissary stores will only be issued to Indians on the certificate of an
Indian agent that they are in want.
3d. Sutlers, whether of the posts or volunteer regiments, will not be allowed
to trade with the Indians without a permit from proper authority. It is made
the special duty of officers in command of posts and camps to see that this
order is obeyed.
.T. :M:. CHIVINGTON,
Colonel 1st Cavab y qf Colorado, Cum' dg tlw District.
GEORGE H. STILLWELL,
1st Lieutenant late Cavalry of Colorado and
Acting Assistant .AdJutant General.

No. 138.
KANSAs

A a ENCY,

September 16, 1863.
Sm: I have the hon~r to submit the following annual report for the year
ending with elate, and accompanying papers.
The experience of the past year has been such as to give encouragement to
labor for the improvement of this tribe of Indians. Those who think that a
people sunk in the lowest degradation can be made industrious and virtuous in
a year are ignorant or forgetful of the gradual rise of all nations, and will always
be disappointed.
It is a common remark in this vicinity that this tribe have never been known
to do as much work, or to be as well fed and clothed, as in the past year.
Many of the farmers would have been unable to gather their crops last fall
but for the assistance rendered by the Indians, and the same is true this season.
As they improve in habits of industry they show increased respect for the
rights of property, and I think there have been fewer depredations committed
by them than during any previous year.
Between eighty and ninety of the young men are now in the army serving the
government.
The mission school, under the c~re of the Society of Friends of Indiana, commenced operations in May. The h1eome of the school funds being small, thirtyfive scholars only can be sustained by it. The improvement of the children is
highly creditable to the superintendent, teachers, and all connected with the
mission.
Although the number of oxen and ploughs is the same as last year, and inadequate to their wants, yet they have cultivated more acres, and in a better
manner, than last year. With the assistance of the farmer they have enclosed
a considerable number of new fields, and repaired the fences about the old ones.
Most of the families have raised all the corn they will need, if it is harvested,
taken care of, and economically used.
Iu my correspondence and intercourse with the department the past year, I
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have recommended such changes in the application of their funds as my experience and the wi:3hes of the Indinns ha,·e suggested, and I am convinced that if
the changes were made the condition and prospects of the tribe would be greatly
improved.
The whole number of full-blood Indians in the tribe is 741-men, 250; women,
225 ; children, 266.
'I'he decrease in the tribe the past year has been thirty-four, with no epidemic
prevailing among them.
A result of the isolated condition and smali number of the tribe is, that in
almost all cases marriages take place between blood relations, hence tlw prevalence of scrofula and similar diseases, which, unless some change takes place, wm
result in the extinction of the tribe. Were thAy so located that marriages would
take place with Indians of other tribes, the phy:3ical and mental condition of the
tribe would probably be improved.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
H. \V. FARNSWORTH,
United ''tates lndian Agent.
Colonel H. B. BRANCH,
Supe1·intendent qf Indian Affairs, St. Joseph, Missouri.

No. 13!).
KANf.:AS AGENCY,
September 15, 1863.
SIR: I submit this as my report for the past year as farmer for the Kansas
Indians.
The Indians are still laboring unfler the same disadvantages mentioned in my
last annual report, the same insufficient number of oxen, ploughs, and other agricultural implements ; but they have, notwithstanding these difficulties, been
able to plant more than three hundred acres of ground, from which they will
gather some eight. or nine thousand bushels of corn. 'I'hey have devoted most
of their time to the raising of corn, beiDg better acquainteJ. with the culture of
corn than of other products. Many families have been unable to cultivate their
farms as they should, owing to the fact that many of their able-bodied men have
gone into the army, of whom more than eighty have enlisted in the United
States ~ervicc during the last year. The Indians are well pleased with their
new mode of lifr, and say they do not desire to exchange their present mode for
thPir former They, to commence another year favorably, should be furnished
with an additional number of oxen, ploughs, &c., say twice the number they
now have.
'I'. S. HUFFAKER,
Farmer for Kansas Indians.
If. W. FARNSWORTH,
United States Indian Agent.

No. 140.
FRIENDS'

KANSAS .MANUAL LABOR SCHOOL REPORT.

NJXTH MoNTH 17, 1863.
To the KANSAS AGENT: In accordance with thy request, I submit the following. "\Ve arrived here on the 16th of third month last, and took charge of the
farm and buil<.1ings set apart and erected fo1 a manual labor school amongst the
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Kanflas Indians. We found the buildings large and commoc1ious, consisting of
two fnune houses thirty by sixty feet, two stories high, with a good frame Ktablr.
of sufficient size to accommodate ten horses, but none of the buildings furnished
with water, being neither well nor cistern on the farm, and on these accounts we
have had to labor under conBidera~le disadvantage and discouragement, having
all the water to haul three-fourths of a mile.
According to contract the school was opened for the reception of scholars,
with Martha A. 'Townsent, teacher, the first of fifth month; then and soon after
were brought by their parents or guardians thirty-two boys and three girls.
'l'hey were entirely in a wild, uncultivated condition, never having attended
school, and a number of them in a nude state; none could speak the English
language. We provided them with suitable clothing for summer-two suits
each. Owing to their wild, roving habits we have not been able to keep that
number here all the time
'l'he reason of the disparity in the sexes is their habit of selling the girls for
wives when quite young-some as young as eight years.
·
'l'lwir proficiency in learning has exceeded our most sanguine expectations.
Twdve of them can read in easy lessons, all can spell in three letters, and most
ht two syllables. The boys have assisted, according to their capacities, in farming operations, snch as ploughing, hoeing, chopping, &c.; the girls have been
instructed in the various branches of housewifery. They nearly all evince an
aptness to learn, and a willingness to do most kinds of work that would not do
discredit to white children of the same ages.
·
'l'here is one hundred acres of land fenced in, eighty-eight of which is broke,
and has been under cultivation this season. 'l'he estimate of grain raised i::~
twenty-five hundred bushels corn and two hundred of spriug wheat; near two
acres sorghum, and quite an amount of garden vegetables, except potatoes,
(which latter, on account of scarcity of seed, were not planted.) vV c have also
put up, in good order, about twenty-five tons of hay.
I would here remark, that having to commence an establishment of this kind
so near the western frontier, and the unsettled state of our beloved country, together with the unprecedented high prices of most articles which we have had
to purchase, has been a task of no small magnitude; but, by the blessing of
Providence, and the kind co-operation thou hast so cheerfully given, we hope to
be able to carry on the school so that it may prove a blessing to these red children of the forest, and to do this we shall need prompt payment f, om government
out of funds set apart by treaty for this purpose.
Very respectfully,

MAHLON STUBBS,

H.

w.

cuperintendent.
FARNSWORTH,
[;~m:ted States Agent.

No. 141.

'

GREAT NEMAHA AGENCY,

Or:tober 19, 1863.

SIR: In conformity with the regulations and requirements of the department
of Indian affairs, I have the honor herewith to submit this my third annual
report relative to the condition of the tribes of this agency.
The Iowas are steadily advaucing in agriculture, and have come to the conclusion that they must adopt the manners and customs of the whites if they
expect to remain on their present r.e.:>ervation; and as they have not a sufficient
number to insure protection from the hostile Indians on the plains, they are
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compell<:d to abandon their usual custom of hunting buffalo and other game, on
which they subsisted for a great part during the winter, and are now compelled to
turn their attention to their agricultural pursuits in lieu of their former custom
of hunting; consequently every head of a family feels the neccstdty of making
some permanent improvements, such as buil~1ing them comfortable houses, aud
opening fields, and building them good rail fences, and do away with the old
custom of a small patch of ground in the timber without any protection except
a few brush.
I have adopted the plan of visiting the Indians at their homes; and those who
are disposed to work, I have ascertn,ined what was necessary for them to have.
am1 in order to encourage them to work successfully, procure for them the
ncccs::~ary articles, thereby couvin<;ing them that the gove1 nment was inclined to
assist those who are disposed to work.
Should Congress fail to make some provision for the payment of the interest
on their bond:5 held in trust for them in tlw seceded States at its next ses~iou
there will not be sufficient funds to continue this plan of civilization.
'l'he school cannot be considered a very great success, as some of the children
live at such a great di;;tance from the school-house that it is impossible for thf'm
to attend regularly except in good wmther; others not liking the confinement of
the school-room attend irregular, but those who m:mifest interest enough to attend
the school regularly are benefited. .My opinion is, that no Indian school can be
successful to any very great extent unless the childn'n are taken away from
their parents and kept on the plan of thr mission school.
'l'heir wealth consi;;ts principally as follows:
Sixty-six horses and ponies, valued at ...................... .
Eighteen yoke of oxen. __ ................................ .
T'v elve wag-ons . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ............. .
Forty head n~?at cattle. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..
rrwo hunch·cd and fifty swine .............................. .
Total . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ....... .

$3,300
1,350
800
400
500

00
00
00
00
00

6,350 00

'The present year has been exceedingly favorable for agriculture. The Indians
have raised suffi.ciPnt com, potatoes, beans, &c., for them to live on during the
coming winter. 1'he India,ns seem by Imture to love strong drink, and when
they commence driukiug <.lo not know when to stop, and will sell anything they
·have at a great sacrifice to procure it.
\Ve have now passed a very stringent law relative to drinking whiRkey or
bringing· it on the reserve for the space of six months; we have organized a
police force of ten the most responsible braves from the different bands, whose
duty it is to enforce the law; such laws are considered sacred among the Indians,
and thus far it has been lived up to. Perhaps no people are more loyal, or have
more strikingly manifested their devotion to the government. The whole number between the ages of eighteen and forty-five are sixty, of which there are at
this time thirty-seven serving the government in the field. The chiefs and
braves have used every inducement to strE-ngthen this feeling by donating liberally,
supporting the families of the abaent, and looking after their welfare generally.
1'he Sacs and :Foxes of Missouri have complied with their late treaty by
moving to their new reservation purchased of the Iowas, leaving each tribe
with about twenty-five sections of land. The change is very desirable on some
accounts, as it opens up a most beautiful reservation of fifty sections for settlement, and consolidates the two tribes into a smaller compass, and brings them
more directly under the influence of the employes appointed fo.r their instruction
and improvement. But little has been accomplished duriug my stay here, as
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their treaty bas been pending for over two years, and no improvement could be
made on their new reserve until it was known that their treaty would he accepted, ann it was useless to improve where the lands would soon be sold ;
.
consequently little has been ~ffectcd toward their civilization.
rrhe Senate having failed to ratify that portion of the amendment to their
treaty which provided for the proceeds of the sales of their land to be expended
for tlwir benefit, leaves them in such a condition that little can be done for
them at present. Under the provisions of the treaty they are compelled to
move on to an uninhabited reserve, without any provision being made to assist
them to build a blacksmith shop, breaking and fencing land, and such other
·
labor as they cannot do themselves.
I would most respectfully urge the propriety of having Congress appropriate
their portion of the procee<ls of sales of their lands, or a portion of the present
invested funds to be expended for such useful and beneficial purposes as the
Secretary of the Interior may deem advisable. They say to me it bas been
move, move, all their lives, and hOJJe this is their last move, and complain of
the policy of the government in urging· them to sell their lands as soon as they
commence to get them comfortable homes.
I cannot close without an allusion to the lands of the Sacs and Foxes of :Missouri,
to be sold for the joint benefit of the two tribes. r.rhis reservation is bounded
on the north by the Great Nemaha river, on the south by the northern boundary
of Kansas, (40th parallel of north latitude,) and extends from the mouth of
V\Talnut creek about fifteen miles west of White Cloud to Honey creek. It is
well timbered, and has many indications of coal; is watered by numerous tributaries of the Great Nemaha, and has water-power unsurpassed !n Kansas or
Nebraska. In addition to a natural roa<l-bed up the Great Nemaha valley for
a railroad westwardly to Fort Kearny from St. Joseph, abounding in timber and
stone, in point of soil, climate and location, this reservation is unequalled by any
in the hands of government for disposal.
Justice to the Indians and the interests of the country require that the attention of the public should be directed to this reservation, that it may be speedily
sold and brought into cultivation.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JOHN A. BURBANK,
United States Indian Agent.
Hon. H. B. BRANCH,
SupeTintendent of Indian 4/fairs, St. Joseph, lvlissouri.

·No. 142.
IowA INDIAN ScHOOL, October 17, 1863.
Sm: Tn compliance with your request, I submit the following report in relation to the Iowa school:
On the 24th day of August last I assumed the duties of school-teacher, and,
in view of the brief period of my incumbency, a very elaborate report is not to
be expected.
Since I have had charge of the school the attendance has been limited to a
few, owing partly to the inconvenience incident to their homes being at such a
great distance from the school-house, and being the time of year when a great
many arc rcquired at home for the purpose of assisting to gather their crops and
put up their hay for winter.
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The principal portion of the real working class being now in the United
States f:lervice, the male portion of the scholars arc called upon to assist their
parents in making preparations for the coming winter.
The whole number of pupils now in attendance is forty-eight, of which thirtyone are males and seventeen are females. The number of scholars have been
somewhat reduced, especially among the male portion, as several of the most
regular in attendance have enlisted in the United States army. 1'he general
health of the scholars is good.
In acc01e:lance with the provisions of the treaty of the Iowas and the Sacs and
Foxes of 1\Ii:::souri, concluded March 6, 1861, there was an appropriation of
three hundred dollars per annum for school purposes, which, when complied
with, did much to stimulate, encourage, and prepare them for school. Last year
it was omitted, which is a cause for their non-attendance to a great extent. In
fact, it is indispensably necessary for them to have clothing for the winter, or
otherwise they cannot attend school with anything like regularity. A great
many of tbem have thrown off their Indian costume, and adopted the kind of
clothing worn by the whites.
I havP. thought I would adopt the "infant' mode of teaching, as it will be
much ea sier comprehended by them, and also serve as an inducement for them
to attend school. Hoping that the suggestions relative to the clothing, &c., will
be regarded as essential to their comfort,
I remain, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

"\VILLIAM H. MANN,
Iowa Scltool- Teacher .
•ToHN

A.

BunnA.~K,

United States Indian Agent.

No.l43.
SACS AND FoXES OF. MISSOURI FARM, October 17, 1863.
SIR: In presc~1ting this my second annual report, as farmer, I regret to inform
you that the condition of the Indians is little better than it has been for the last
two years, partially on account of their expecting to move to the reserve purchased of the Iowas.
This season I commenced an entire new plan of farming, doing away ·with
the old custom of raising large crops at a great cost, and issue it out to them
whenever they wanted it, and thereby encourage them in their idleness. rl'his
year I broke their grotmd and prepared it for planting; then called all the heads
of families together, aud gave each one his patch, and told them they must work
themselves, and that I would give them all the instructions they wished, and
encour::~gc them all I could. rl'his plan has been a partial success, and, if strictly
adhered to, \Vill soon do away with the necessity of a farmer. In addition to
assi ting the Indians, I have, since the first day of April, done all the blacksmithing, thereby dispensing with a regular appointed blacksmith and saved
them his wages, amounting to $120 per quarter.
Very respectfully, your obedieut servant,
MICHAEL GRIFFIN,
Sacs and Foxes of Missouri Farmer.
JOHN

A. BURBANK,
United States Indzan Agent.

382

REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR.

No. 144.
OFFICE SUPERI~TENDENT OF INDIAN AFFAIRS,

St. Paul, Ja·nuary 27, 18G3.
SIR: I herewith transmit the annual report of '£hornas J. Galbraith, agent for
the Sioux of the Mississippi.
Very respectfully, your obedient ::::crvant,

CLARK W.

THOMPSON,

Superintendent of Indian Affairs.
Hon.

P. DoLE,
Commissioner of Indian Ajjctirs, vVashington, D. C.

WILLIAM

S'r. PAUL, January 27, 1863.
The year which has just c1oscd has been ::t strange and eventful one in the
history of the agency of the Sioux of the l\Iississippi. It began in hope, apparent prosperity, and happiness, and closed amid disappointments and blood.
To furnish to the government and the public a clear, just, and detailed account
of the agency for this eventful year; to set forth the causes which gave rise to,
and to trace the recent and although smothered, yet existing rebellion, qr murderous mid, from its incipiency to itR present situation, although clearly my duty,
is yet an undertaking which I approach not without many misgivings.
The leading interests involved-the welfare of two races, the whites and the
Indians-dictate that my report should be just, fair, and. full in the premises,
and logically true .in conclusions.
The responsibility of the work, and the yet imperfect and crude state of the
facts and data, are my ex~use for having delayed my report so· far beyond the
usual time.
In this case, while I have endeavored and desired to be quick and prompt,
yet I had rather be accurate and useful, if in my power, than l)leet the requirements of the department in having· my report published in the "reports." Not
yet, indeed, has the time arrived to ·write this history. 'I'he facts, or rather
reports of facts, are in a confused and imperfect state. The atrocities and
savage outrages of the Indians are yet too fresh and recent to entirely free one's
mind of the bias which must necessarily give a coloring to the 1·ecital of the
events which have crowded upon us with such fearful rapidity in 130 short a time.
An interested party, having personal knowledge by being myself a witness
to the murders, outrages, and atrocities committed, and the effect on me of having
had my own family and friends, as I supposed, for eleven days exposed to the
same kind of outrag·es and horrible indignities to which I knew others were
exposed, this terrible suspense so exasperated my feelings as to place me in
anything but a fit condition to do justice to the subject on hand.
Now, however, that I know and realize that my family and many friends have
escaped as from the jaws of hell and death, and are safe and free from outrage ;
that time for thought and reflection has elapsed, when, for a time, a lull in the
fierce storm exists, I venture on the work before me. And, first, an account of
the ordinary affairs and transactions of tM.e agency will be attempted.
l\fy books, memoranda, bills, and accounts having been nearly all lost or destroyed at the commencement of the outbreak, I have been oblig·cd to gather up
such information as 1 could from persons cognizant of the facts. rrhis, added
to my own recollection of the transactions, aided by scraps of paper and books
saved from the wreck, is all I have to depend upon. I have been unremitting
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in my endeavors to collect all the information available, and careful to digest
and arrange it.
I visited, as soon as possible, the reservations with Colonel (now Brigadier
General) Sibley'8 command, and remained there from September 22 to November
8, collecting all the information which I possibly could. Hence, in regard to
this part of my report, while it cannot, of course, be accurate, yet it will Le
sufficiently correct for all practical purposes. Neither can it he as full in cletails
as desirable, as any details in regard to which I am uncertain I shall omit,
content to be correct, as far as I can be, rather than full, and in all probability
mistaken.
The autumn of 1861 closed upon us rather unfavontbly. The crops were
light, especially was this the case with the Upper Sioux; they lmd little or
nothing. As heretofore communicated to the departmPnt, the cut-worms destroyed all the corn of the Sissitons, and gTeatly injured the crops of the
Wahpetons, and J\iedewakantons, and vVahpecutahs. For these latter I purchased, on credit, in anticipation of the agricultural and civnization funds, large
quantities of pork and flour at carrent rates, to support them during .the winter.
Early in the autumn, in view of the necessitous situation of the Sissitons, I
made a requisition on the department for the sum of $5,000, out of the special
funds for the relief of ''poor and destitute Indians;" and in anticipation of
receiving· this money I made arrangements to feed the old and infirm men and
the women and children of these people. I directed the Rev. S. R. Riggs to
make the selection and furnish me a list. He carefully did this, and we fed in
an economical, yea, even parsimonious way, about 1,500 of these people from
the middle of December until nearly the first of April. W chad hoped to get
them off on their spring hunt earlier, but a tremendous and unprecedented snow
storm, during the last days of February, prevented.
In response to my requi13ition I received $3,000, and expended very nearly
$5,000, leaving· a deficiency not properly chargeable to the regular fu11ds of
about $2,000.
These people, it is believed, must have perished had it not been for this
scanty assistance. In addition to this, the reg·ular issues were made to the farmPr lndians·in paymrnt for their labor. These were kept at work during the
winter in making rails, getting out and hauling to the mill saw-logs for their
individual use, and in taking care of their families and stock.
In the month of Augu~t, 1861, the superintendents of farms were directed to
have ploughed in the fi.lll, in the old, public and neglected priYate field, a sufficient· quantity of land to provide plantings for such lndittus as could not be
provided with oxen and implements. In pursuance of this direction, there were
ploughed, at rates ranging from $1 {}0 to $2 per acre, acf'ording to the nature
of the work by teams and men hired for the purpo:;;e, for the Lower Sioux about
500 acres, and for the Upper Sioux about 47 5 acres. 'rherc were also, at the
Fame time, ploughed by the farmer Indians and tl1e department teams about
2.JO acres for the Lower, and about 325 acres for the Upper Siuux, This fall
ploughing was continued until the frost prevented its furtheF prosecution. It
was done to facilitate the work of the agricultural d,~partment, and to kill the
worms which had provPd so injnrious the previous year.
In November, 1861, the new stone warehouse, mentioned in my last annual
report, was completed and occupied. It proved to b8, as anticipated, a safe,
convenient, and substantial structure.
'rhe scarcity of timber on the reservations induced me to have all the fallen
wood and tree tops cut up into firewood for the use of the employt:s, mills, and
brick-yards Lefore the snow had fallen. We thuts secured on the upper reservation between five and six hundred cords, at a cost of $2 55 per cord, and on
the lower reservation about two hundred cords, at a cost of $1 23 per cord,
without injury to a single standing or growing tree. I also made contracts for
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stncking both saw-mills with logs and shingle blocks. In pursuance of which,
there was delivered at the lower mill 650,000 feet of r:taw-logs, and 128 cords of
shingle blocks and at the upper mill 178,000 feet of saw-logs.
'I' he carpenter shops at both agencies were supplied with lumber for the
manufacture and repair of sleds, wagons, and other farming utensils. Sheds were
erected for the protection of their cattle and utensils of the department, and the
Farmer Indians, assisted by the department carpenters, erected stables, pens,·
and other out-houses for the protection of their cattle, horses, and utensils.
The upper saw-mill was closed about the first of November, 1S61, the stock
of logs having been exhausted. The lower saw-mill was kept in operation generally during the winter, and the corn-mills attached to both saw-mills were
put in order and used when required. Hay, grain, and other supplies were provided, and, in short, everything was done which the means at command of the
agent would justify.
'l'he work of the autumn -h aving been thus closed, I set about making preparations for the work of the next spring and summer, and in directing the work
of the winter. I made calculations to erect during the summer and autumn of
1862 at least fifty dwelling-houses for Indian famHies, at an estimated average
cost of $300 each, and also to aid the farmer Indians in erecting as many additional d·wellings as possible, not to exceed thirty or forty, and to have pln,ntcd
for the Lower Sioux at least twelve hundred acres, and for the Upper Sioux at
least thirteen hunched acres of crops, and to have all the land planted, except
that at Big Stone lake, enclosed by a fence.
'l'o carry out theee calculations, early in the winter the superintendents of
farms, the blacksmiths, the carpenters, and the superintendent of schools were
directed to furnish estimates for the amount of agricultural implements, horses,
oxen, wagons, carts, building material, iron, steel, tools, and supplies, needed to
carry on successfully their several departments for one year from the opening
of navigation in the spring of 1862.
rl'he::;e estimates were prepared and furnished me about the 1st of February.
In accordance with these estimates I proceeded to purchase, in open market,
the articles and supplies recommended.
I made the estimates for one year, and the purchases accordingly, in order to
secure the benefit of transportation by water in the spring, and thus avoid the
delays, vexations, and extra expense of transportation by land in the fall. The
bulk of the purchases were made with the distinct understanding that payment
would be made out of the funds belonging to the quarter in which the g?ods,
implements, or supplies were expended.
Doring the month 0f March, 1862,) purchased 16 breaking ploughs, 16-inch
steel; 240 cross ploughs, 12-inch steel; 144 corn ploughs, 10-inch steel; 72
corn ploughs, 8-inch steel; 244 hoes, garden, steel ; 350 hoes, phtnters, steel;
175 hoes, prairie, steel; 300 mowing scythes, steel; 300 snaths, 250 hay forks,
60 shovels, 100 spades, 3 grain cradles, 25 sets plough harness, 45 ox carts,
4 wagons, 75 O'X yokes, 82 ox chains, 12 wheelbarrows, 285 bushels seed corn,
30 bushels seed wheat, 3,690 bushels seed potatoes, 10 bushels seed beans,
10 bushels seed peas, and proportionate quantities of turnip, rutabaga, pumpkin, squash, beet, onion, tomato, carrot, parsnip, cabbage, and other garden
seeds.
I also purchased, partly in the autumn of 1861 and in the winter and spring
of 1862, seventy-nine yoke of oxen, and ten or fifteen odd oxen to makh the
same number of single oxen in the hands of farmer Indians, and during the
summer I purchased 47 cows and calves, and 88 sheep, and 4 horses .
I also purchased 250 glazed window sash, 48 doors, 40 kegs nails, 15 spikes,
125 door locks and latches, 17 5 butts, 18 M feet pine lumber, assorted; 300 bats,
325 summer coats, 600 pants, 300 shirts, 16 sacks coffee, 400 pounds tea, 10
barrels salt, 22 barrels sugar, 50 casks dried apples, 8 boxes candles, 75 boxes
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soap, 1 barrel vinegar, 2 barrels molasses, 2 barrels rice, 4 barrels lard, 1 barrel
machine oil, 28 tons iron, 3 tons steel, 1 set of blacksmith's and part of two
sets of carpenter's tools, besides a large quantity of tubs, buckets, churns,
hardware, queensware, and other household and kitchen furniture too various
for detail in this report. 'rhe foregoing goods were all delivered at the lower
agency, by boats, in good order.
During the winter the lower farmer Indians made 18,000 rails and posts, ancl
the upper farmer Indians 12,000 rails and posts.
Most of the seed-corn above mentioned, and some of the seed-potatoes, were
obtained from the farmer Indians in exchange for goods and provisions from the
warehouse. 1'bus it will be seen that, in the spring of 1862, there were on hand
supplies and material sufficient to carry us through the coming year. Besides
what is above set forth, we bad on hand nearly 200,000 brick, which were
manufactured the previous autumn. ~'hus, to all appearance, the spring season
opened propitiously.
rl'o carry out my original design of having as much as possible planted for
the Indians at Big Stone lake and Lac qui Parle as early in the month of 1\Iay,
1862,· as the condition of the swollen streams would permit, I visited Lac qui
Parle, Big Stone lake, going as far as North Island, in Lake Traverse, having
with me Antoine Freniere, United · States interpreter, Dr. J. L. Wakefield,
physician of the Upper Sioux, and Nelson Givens, assistant agent.
At Lac qui Parle we found the Indians willing and anxious to p1ant. I inquired into their conditions and wants, and made arrangements to haYe them
supplied with seeds and implements, and directed Amos W. Huggins, the schoolteacher there, to aid and instruct them in their work, and to make the proper
distribution of the seeds and implements furnished, and placed at his disposal
an ox team and wagon and two breaking teams, with instructions to devote his
whole time and attention to the superintendence and instruction of the resident
Indians throughout the planting season and until the crops were safely cultivated and harvested. I likewise folfnd the Indians at Big Stone lake and Lake
Traverse very anxious to plant, bnt without any means whatever so to do. I
looked over their fields in order to see what could be done. After having inquired into the whole matter, I instructed 1\Ir. Givens to remain at Big Stone
lake and superintend and direct the agricultural operations of the season, and
to remain there until it was too late to plant any more. I placed at his disposal
ten double plough teams, with men to operate them, and ordered forward at
once one hundred bushels of seed-corn and five hundred bushels of seed-potatoes, with pumpkin, squash, turnip, and other seeds in reasonable proportion,
together with a sufficient supply of ploughs, hoes, and other implements for the
Indians, and a blacksmith to repair breakages, and directed him to see that
every Indian and every Indian horse or pony did as much work as was possible. 'rhe necessary supplies were also furnished.
Thus instructed, with the interpreter and physician, I started for the agency,
and ar:rived there on the 24th day of May, having been absent fifteen days.
On my way to the agency I found that Mr. Huggins had been assiduously attending to his work at Lac qui Parle. The Indians were all at work. The
supplies had all arrived, and everything promised well.
On my way down to the ag·cncy I vi ·itcd t he plantings of Ta-ham 1 i h'da,
(Rattling Moccasin,) Ma-za-sha, (Red Iron,) Mah-pi-ya-wi-chasta, (Cloud :Man,)
and Rattling Cloud, and found that Mr. Goodell, superintendent of farms for
the Upper Sioux, hrad, in accordance with my instructions, been faithfully attending to the wants of these bands. He had supplied them with implements
and seeds, and I left them at work. On my arrival at the agency I found that
the farmer Indians residing thereabouts had, in my absence, been industriously
at work, and had not only completed their ploughing, but had planted very
extensively. The next day after my arrival at the agency I vi;:;ited each farmer
25 I
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Indian at the Yellow Medicine, and congratulated him on his prospects for a
good crop, and spoke to him such words of encourag~ment as occurred to me.
'The next day I proceeded to the lower agency, and then taking with me
Mr. A. H. Wagner, the superintendent of farms for the Lower Sioux, I went
around to ea«h planting, and for the second time visited each farmer Indian, and
found that, in general, my instructions had been carried out. The ploughing
was generally completed in good order, and the planting nearly all done, and
many of the farmer Indians were engaged in repairing old and making new
fence. I was pleased and gratified, and so told the Indians, the prospect was
so encouraging.
About the 1st of July I visited all the plantings of both the Upper and
Lower Sioux, except those at Big Stone lake, and found in nearly every instance the prospect for good crops very hopeful indeed.
The superintendent of farms, the male school-teachers, and all the employes
assisting them, had done their duty. About this time Mr. Givens had returned
from Big Stone lake and reported to me his success there.
From all I knew and all I thus learned, I was led to the belief that we would
have no starving Indians to feed the next winter, and little did I dream of the
unfortunate and terrible outbreak which in a short time burst upon us.
Early in the spring the saw mills were ordered to be fully manned and to cut
all the lumber possible, under the direction of Mr. Nairn, Lower Sioux carpen~~

.

'The contractor, Mr. De Camp, went industriously to work and kept the mills
irunning to the full extent of their capacity. At the same time I directed Mr.
Ryder, the contractor for brick making, to proceed to work and manufacture
brick as fast as he could. He promptly did so, and by the middle of July had
burned in good order a kiln of over two hundred thousand excellent brick, and
up to the time of the outbreak he had made some one hundred thousand bricks,
which were either placed in a new kiln or piled up in the yard. 'The necessity
for brick at the lower agency, and the apparent impossibility of finding good
brick-clay, induced me early in the season to offer a reward to any one who
would discover such clay. A man named -----,after diligent search,
discovered an excellent bed of clay, very near the surface of the earth, and
about four feet in thickness, and in an eligible location.
I at once determined to make a brickyard there, and ordered the discoverer
of the clay to dig a well, as there was no water at the place, and had the lumber and other necessary things prepared to have bricks made at once. The
well was just finished, and we were ready to commence work on the brick-yard,
on the fatal 18th day of August, when the unfortunate discoverer of the clay was
assassinated at his work finishing the well, by the Indians for whose benefit he
was laboring. In June, 1862, I concluded a contract with H. G. Billings for
cutting and delivering 300 tons of hay, at $1 85 per ton, for the Lower Sioux,
and 250 tons, at $1 95 per ton, for the Upper Sioux. At the time of the outbreak he had cut and put into cock all the hay contracted for the Lower Sioux,
and on the morning of the eventful 18th of August he had made arrangements
to haul and stack it at the hay yard of the Lower Sioux agency, preparatory
to his going to the Yell ow Medicine to fulfil his contract there.
During the winter of 1.862 there were split, and delivered under my direction,
~,000 wagon spokes for the Lower Sioux, and 2,800 spokes for the Upper Sioux;
and there were made and delivered 200 ox-bows for the Lower, and 104 oxbows for the U]Jper Sioux.
In the fall of 1861 a good and substantial school-room and dwelling, a storehouse and blacksmith shop, were completed at Lac qui Parle, and about the first
of Novembe rMr. Amos W. Huggins and his family occupied the dwelling, and,
assisted by Miss Julia La Frambois, prepared the school-room, and devoted their
whole time to teaching such Indian children as they could induce to attend the
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school. The warehouse was supplied with provisions, which :M:r. Huggins was
instructed to issue to the children and their parents at his discretion. Here
it may be permitted me to remark that 1\fr. Huggins, who was born and raised
among the Sioux, and Miss La Frambois, who was a Sioux mixed blood, were
two persons entirely capable, and in every respect qualified for the discharge of
the duties of their situation, than whom the Indians had no more devoted friends.
They lived among the Indians of choice, because they thought they could be
beneficial to. them. 1\fr. Higgins exercised nothing but kindness towards them.
He fed them when hungry, clotlwd them when naked, attended them when sick,
and advised and cheered them in all their rti:fficulties. He was intelligent, industrious, energetic, and good ; and yet he was one of the first victims of the outbreak-shot down like a dog by the very Indians whom he had so long and
so well served.
The blacksmith shop was supplied with tools and iron, and a careful blacksmith placed in charge.
Early in the spring there was made and delivered at the lower agency blacksmith shop 2,950 bushels of coal, and at the upper blacksmith shop about 3,100
bushels of coal. In June, 1862, I employed George Lott to erect a blacksmith
shop, dwelling-house, root-house, and to make 2,500 bushels of coal, at Big
Stone lake, and also to cut and put up about 50 tons of hay ; and I had also
planted by Mr. Givens, in the spring, about seven acres of potatoes and other
vegetables for seed for the Sissitons, and to supply the blacksmith whom I propo~:~ed to Eend them, and had purchased tools and iron to suv.ply the shop.
Mr. Lott had nearly completed his work, when he and his hands, on the 21st
of .August, were attacked by the Indians, and all but one killed.
With all the material for house-building thus on hand, or clearly in prospect,
I felt safe in commencing to erect the dwelling-houses proposed, and I had ac'cordingly made arrangements with a contractor to commence work upon them
as soon as the details could be settled, and a written contract entered in~o with
the consent of the superintendent of Indian affairs.
The department carpenters were engaged, so far as their time would permit,
in erecting and in aiding the Indians to erect dwelling-houses during the summer of 1862, and up to the time ofthe outbreak.
In the month of June, 1862, being well aware of the influence exerted by
Little Crow over the Blanket Indians, and by his plausibility led to believe that
he intended to act in good faith, I promised to build him a good brick house,
provided that he would agree to aid me in bringing round the idle young men
to habits of industry and civilization, and that he would abandon the leadership
of the Blanket Indians, and become a "white man." This being well understood, as I thought, I directed Mr. Nairn, the carpenter of the Lower Sioux, to
make out the plan and estimates for Grow's house, and to proceed at once to
make the window and door frames, and to prepare the lumber necessary for the
building, and ordered the teamsters to deliver the necessary amount of bricks as
soon as possible. Little Crow agreed to dig the cellar, and haul the necessary
lumber, both of which he had commenced. The carpenter had nearly completed his part of the work, and the brick were being promptly delivered, at the
time of the outbreak.
On the 15th day of August, 1862, only three days pi·evious to the outbreak,
I had an interview with Little Crow, and he seemed to be well pleased and satisfied. Little, indeed, did I suspect at that time that he would be the leader of
the terrible outbreak of the 18th.
A resume of the farmer work of the summer of 1862 will now be given:
In the spring there was planted for and by the Lower Sioux, of corn, 1,025
acres; of potatoes, 260 acres; of turnips and rutabagas, GO acres; of wheat,
(a new trial,) 12 acres; and large quantities of beans, peas, beets, pumpkins,
squashes, and other field and garden vegetables. And for and by the Upper
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Sio x, of corn, 1,110 acres; of potatoes, 300 acres; of turnips and rutabagas,
90 acres; of wheat, 12 acres; and field and garden vegetables in proportion.
These crops were well attended, ploughed, hoed, and weeded, and, a few days
prior to the outbreak, promised as fair a yield as any crops which I ever saw;
and this was the ~ommon testimcny of all who saw them.
'l'he prospective yield was a matter of speculation and remark, and I put my
estimate at the lowest I heard made. It is, corn, 25 bushels; potatoes, 125
bushels; turnips and rutabagas, 225 bushels; and wheat, 20 bushels per acre.
This estimate would, then, give us for the Lower Sioux, of corn, 25,625 bushels;
of potatoes, 32,500 b~shels ; of turnips and rutabagas, 13,500 bushels; of wheat,
240 bushels ; and for the Upper Sioux, of corn, 27,7 50 bushels ; of potatoes,
37,500 bushels; of turnips and rutabagas, 20,250 bushels; of wheat, 240 bushels.
The beans, peas, beets, pumpkins, &c., can only be estimated by stating that
they were planted in full proportion to, and were doing as well as, other cropa
mentioned. The yield must have been good, but I have not sufficient data to
justify me in giving figures.
These crops had all been safely enclosed by fence, except those at Big Stono
lake, where fences were not needed, because the Indians there as yet had no
stock to destroy their crops.
Every necessary preparation had been made to have the Farmer Indians and
some of the Blanket Indians to cut and put up hay sufficient for their stock
during the winter, and they were busily engaged at this work when we were·
stopped by· the outbreak. I need hardly say that our hopes were high at tM
prospects before us, nor need I relate my chagrin and mortification when, in a
moment, I found those high hopes blasted forever.
'The almost impassable condition of the sloughs, brooks, and creeks between
the lower agency and Yellow Medicine in-duced me to have these spanned with
cheap, substantial, permanent bridges. Accordingly, I had the bridges erected,·
and the road repaired to correspond. 'l'his done, and the road was rendered
one of the best in the State. 'l'here were eighteen of these bridges in all; seventeen of them common bridges, made of first-rate oak timbers, covered with
good oak plank-all elevated above high-water mark. Ten of these averaged
22-2- feet, five of them 37 feet, and two were 50 feet in length. The eighteenth
was a truss bridge, 67 feet in length, over Wood lake creek. Here the battle
of Wood lake was fought, and this bridge was fired hy the Indians and greatly
injured, though not destroyed.
The amount of transportation from the lower to the upper agency was so great,
that I deemed it a matter of the greatest importance that these bridges t::hould
be built. It was an economical and highly useful outlay. Before the bridges
were built the cost of trani3portation was forty cents per hundred weight; and
after, only thirty cents; indeed, offers were made to haul for twenty-five cents
per hundred weight. In addition to this, there would have been saved the injury to teams, wagons, and harness, caused by miring in the sloughs, and annoying delays avoided. The bridges were finished about the first of August,
just prior to the outbreak, and hence were little used. 'l'hcy proved of great
use to General Sibley's expedition, and it is hoped will hereafter prove of general
benefit.
ALvut the 25th of J uo.e, 1862, a number of the chiefs and headmen of too
Sissitons and Wah-pay-tons visited the agency and inquired about the payments-whether they were going to get any money, (as they had been told, as
they alleged, that they would not be paid;) and if so, how much, and when.
I answered them that they would certainly be paid-exactly how much, I could
not say, but that it wJuld be very nearly, if not quite, a full payment; that I
did not know when the payment would be made, but that I felt sure it could
not be made before the 20th of July. I advised them to go home, and admon-
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ished them not to come back again until I sent for them. I issued provisions,
powder and shot, and tobacco to them, and they departed.
In a few days after I went to the lower agency, and then spoke to the lower
Indians in regard to their payments. As they all lived within a few miles of
the agency, little was said, as, when the money came, they could be called
together in a day. I remained about one week there, visiting the farms and
plantings, and issued to the Indians a good supply of pork, flour, powder, shot,
and tobacco, and urged upon them the necessity of cutting and securin_g hay for
tlle winter, and of watching and keeping the birds from their corn. I left them
apparently satisfied, and arrived at Yellow Medicine on the 14th of July, and
found, to my surprise, that nearly all the upper Indians had arrived, and were
encamped about the agency. I inquired of them why they had come, and they
answered that they were afraid something was wrong ; they feared they would
not get their money, because white men had been telling them so. Being in
daily expectation of the arrival of the money, I determined to make the best of
it, and notified the superintendent of Indian affairs accordingly. How were over
4,000 annuity and over 1,000 Yanktonais Sioux, with nothing to eat, and entirely dependent on me for supplies, to be provided for? I supplied them as
best I could, parsimoniously, indeed, from necessity it was; still I did all in my
power. Our stock was nearly used up, and still, on the 1st day of August, no
money had come.
The Indians complained of starvation. I held back, in order to save the provisions, to the last moment. On the 4th of August, early in the morning, the
young men and soldiers, to the number of not less than four hundred mounted
and one hundred and fifty on foot, surprised and deceived the commander of the
troops on guard and surrounded the camp, and proceeded to the warehouse in a
boisterous manner, and, in sight of and within one hundred and fifty yards of
one hundred armed men, with two 12-pounder mountain howitzers, cut down the
door of the warehouse, shot down the American flag, and entered the building,
and before they could be stopped had carried over one hundred sacks of flour
from the warehouse, and were evidently bent on a general "clearing out." The
l'loldiers, now recovered from their panic: cam'~ gallantly to 0ur aid, entered the
warehouse, and took possession. The Indians all stood around, with their guns
loaded, cocked, and levdled. I spoke to them, and they consented to a "talk."
The result was that they agreed, if I would give them plenty of pork and flour,
and issue to them the annuity goods the next day, they would go away. I told
them to go away, with enough to eat for two days, and to send the chiefs and
headmen for a council the next day, unarmed and peaceably, and I would answer
them. They assented, and went to their camp. In the mean time I hnd sent
for Captain J\farsh, the commandant of Fort Ridgley, who promptly arrived
early in the morning of the next day. I laid the whole ease brfore him, and
stated my plan. He agreed with me, and in the afternoon the Indians, unarmed,
;mel apparently peaceably disposed, came in, and we had a "talk," and, in the
presence of Uaptain Marsh, Rev. Mr. Riggs, and others, I agreed to issue the
annuity goods and a fixed amount of provisions, provided the Indians would go
home and watch their corn, and wait for the payment until they were sent for.
rrhey assented. I made, on the 6th, 7th, and 8th of August, the issues as agreed
upon, assisted by Captain :Marsh, and by the 9th of August the Indians were
all gone, and on the 12th I had definite information that the Sissitons, who had
started on the 7th, had all arrived at Big Stone lake, and t4at the men were preparing to go on a buffalo hunt, and that the women and children were to stay
and guard their crops. Thus this threatening and disagreeable event passed
off, but, as usual, without the punishment of a single Indian who had been engaged in the attack on the warehouse. 'rhey should have been punished, but
they were not, and simply because we had not the power to punil::lh them, and
hence we h~d to adopt the same "sugar-plum" policy which had been so often

390

•

REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF IJ:'HE INTERIOR.

adopted before with the Indians, and especially at the time of the Spirit Lake
massacre in 1857.
During this time an incident occurred which, though seemingly unimportant
in itself, deserves notice in this report.
The news of the repulses which General McClellan had met with before
Richmond, his retreat, and the withdrawal of his army from the peninsula: of
the subsequent defeat of the army under Pope, near 'Vashington, and of the
President's call for 600,000 men, had jnst reached the agencies.
The young men, Frenchmen, mixed-bloods, employes who were about to be
discharged by me, and sojoumers to the number of about fifty good fighting
men, seemh1gly at the same moment expressed a wish to go to the war. It
was evident that a company could be raised, but who would organize and lead
them 1 Soon more than· half a dozen leaders arose, and it was likely that the
whole number of these men willing to go would be split up into factions and
their service lost to the government. The men, under this state of affairs,
called upon me and said to me, "If you will take charge of us we can all unite;
otherwise we cannot." I saw the trouble, and, I think, appreciated the situation. I consulted with Captain Marsh, who was present, and the result of our
conference was, that I told these young men that they, by all means, ought to
go ; that the country needed their services ; and that if my services were needed
to unite them and get them off, I would cheerfully render them all the aid in
my power; that I would go with them to Fort Snelling, and even to Richmond,
or wherev~r else they might be ordered, if I could be relieved of my duties as
Sioux agent without injury to the public service ; that I would see them safely
to Fort Snelling, the place of rendezvous, and there communicate with the government as to my course. On the · 12th day of August some thirty men
enlisted at Yellow l\Iedich1e, and with them, on the 13th, I procreded to Red
Wood. Some nin<'teen or twenty enlisted there on the 14th. I remained at
the lower agency, putting things in order, and on the afternoon of the 15th
we proceeded to Fort Ridgley, where Captain 1\farsh furnished quarters and
rations, and on the l6th, Captain M:arsh having placed at our disposal sufficient.
transportation, and detailed Sergeant (now Second Lieutenant) .M:cGren, company B, 5th regiment Minnesota volunteers, with four men to accompany us,
we started for New Ulm to get some recruits who were there, and on the
morning of the 18th we started for, and arrived at St. Peter in the afternoon.
About sundown Mr. J. C. Dickinson arrived from the lower agency in a state
of excitement bordering on insanity. First Lieutenant N. R. Culver, company
B, 5th Minnesota volunteers, who accompanied us on business connected with
the quartermaster's department, Sergeant l\IcGren and myself, took him to a
room and gathered from him that there was trouble at the lower agency ; that the
Indians had broke out, and that Captain Marsh, with some men, had started up
from the fort to the scene; but so confused, conflicting, and disconnected wero
his statements, that at first we were in doubt what reliance to place on them.
However, after another and more careful examination, we were satisfied that
there was trouble sufficient to induce us to return, and we at once called the
men together and broke the subject to them, and examined Dickinson before
them. Many of them doubted ·him, and most of them refused to return to the
fort. Satisfied myself that there was trouble, I despatched W m. H. Shelley,
esquire, who accompanied us, as ?oon as possible, with a message to Governor
Ramsey, in which I informed the governor of the trouble, and requested himin
earnest terms to send at once at least two hundred men to Fort Ridgley.
Lieutenant Culver accompanied my despatch, with another calling for five
hundred men. We at once set about getting arms for our men, now numbering
fifty-five in all, and learned that there were in St. Peter some fifty United
States Harper's Ferry muskets and accoutrements belonging to the State of
1\iinnesota. These we determined to secure, and finally, about midnight, after

REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR.

391

great trouble, by giving bonds, we obtained them and armed most of our men.
By this time the first fugitive from New Ulm, Mrs. Siter, an intelligent and
collected lady, had arrived, and we had an interview with her. She satisfied
us of the reality of the outbreak, and we at once communicated the facts to the
men, who, now thoroughly convinced, eagerly volunteered to go back. We
promptly despatched another messenger, Captain Nelson Roberts, to the governor, and proceeded to secure ammunition. Mter seveml vain efforts we
finally succeeded in getting powder, lead, and buck-shot enough to make about
ten rounds of slug-shot cartridges, besides some additional lead and powder.
The men all went to work to make the cartridges, and otherwise to prepare for
the expedition. The mules and horses were harnessed, and a "cold bite"
ordered for the men, in order to start just as soon as we could get ready. It
was now four o'clock Tuesday morning; the mules were hitched up, and the
men nearly ready, when Sergeant Sturgis, of Captain Marsh's company, arrived
from Fort Ridgley, with despatches from Lieutenant Gore, in command, conveying to us the sad news of the death of Captain Marsh, and the decimation,
yea, even destruction, of his command, at the battle of the lower Sioux ferry,
and giving details of the extent and character of the massacre and the resulting
panic. We secured him a fresh horde, and, with additional despatches, he was,
about five o'clock p. m., started for St. Paul.
Now, at dawn of day, being all ready, so far as was possible to be, we started
for the relief of the fort, with very slender hopes indeed. As soon as we had
proceeded a few miles· from St. Peter, we began to meet the advance of the
fugitive trains. As we went on, the crowd increased. The road was blocked
up with the excited crowd of flying men, women, and children ; on foot or horseback, or in wagons, they came. The scene was terribly painful and distressing.
As we kept on, the crowd increased, and we were soon brought to a realization
of what had happened, and our imaginations pictured what was occurring. We
hastened on silently, even solemnly, towards the fort, with very little hope,
indeed, of saving it, as we had every reason to fear that the savages had taken
it; since, after Captain Marsh's surprise and defeat, there could not, so far as
we had any reason to believe, be more than twenty-five effective men to defend
it. Still we went on, and, about five o'clock p. m., in a drenching rain, arrived
at the fort, and found the little garrison yet safe. rr,he savages had not yet
attacked them, and it was well, yea, providential, that they had not on the
previous night, as less than twenty-five men could have been mustered for their
defence. Lieutenant Sheehan, with fifty men, had arrived a few hours previous
to us. Our men were at once placed upon duty, and, for the nine succeeding
days and nights they, with the remnant of M:arsh's men, Shehan's detachment,
and a few fugitive citizens, and Sergeant Jones, with the big guns, were on
constant duty, with little or no rest, and no time to eat a single decent meal.
Like heroes they discharged their duties, and all contributed to defend the fort,
and patiently and anxiously awaited relief from below. It was a serious time.
When we anived on rr,uesday evening, over two hundred and fifty fugitives,
principally women and children, occupied the soldiers' quarters in the fort;
and these poor, forlorn creatures kept coming in daily until the number reached
nearly three hundred.
Tuesday night but few slept or rested. Time passed until Wednesday noon,
wlwn a messenger, with a despatch from Judge Flandreau, acting commandant
at New Ulm, arrived, and "re learned of the attack of the Indians on that place
in force on Tuesday. Judge Flandreau expected another attack, and called for
aid in men, arms, and ammunition. Just as the commandant of the fort had
dictated a reply the pickets ran in; in a moment volley after volley, iu quick
succession, was poured into the fort by about two hundred and fifty of the savages, who had stealthily crept upon us through the bush and ravines which commanded Fort Ridgley on its entire river side. This was about half-past 2 o'clock
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p.m. Until sundown these yelling, naked devils, hidden in the grass and weed:!,
behind logs and piles, and, indeed, always under cover, kept shooting incessantly. At night they withdrew; but the garrison all kept watch again that
night.
Thursday and Thursday night passed quietly, and Friday till about 2 o'clock
p.m., when suddenly a volley from not less than four hundred Indians again
drove every man, and woman too, to their posts. These terrific volleys were
kept up with little ce::;sation until dark, when the savages withdrew; and, although the fighting ceased, the watch was kept up.
On Saturday morning we saw the Indians, who had evidently stayed with us
during the night, on the river bottom, on their way towards New Ulm. We
'vatchecl them until they disappeared, and could follow their course for miles by
the fires which marked their path. While we all surmised where they were
going, yet most of us were glad that they were leaving us. That day they
attacked Now Ulm in full force the second time, and although repulsed, they
Encceeded in destroying most of the town and carrying off an immense quantity
of plunaer, and on the next clay the town, and, indeed, the whole county of
Brown, was evacuated. No other attack was made on the fort, yet continued
'''atch was kept tq avoid surprise.
On Thursday morning, August 28, we were relieved by the advance of Colonel Sibley's command, and now for the first time I learned of the escape and
safety of my family and friends from Yellow Medicine and Hazlewood, .after a
painful and torturing suspense, to which death to me would have been preferable. 1\Iy joyous .surprise at receiving a letter from my wife, informing me of
her escape and the safety of all, cannot be described, if, indeed, it can be imagined.
General Sibley and his command arrived on the same day, and remained in
camp inactive until Sunday, the 31st of August, when a detachment of a company of mounted men, under Captain Anderson, and a company of infantry,
under Captain Grant, were sent out under the command of l\Iajor Joseph R.
Brown. Several citizens, among whom I was one, volunteered to go along.
'l'he object of this expedition was to reconnoitre and bury the dead. On the
:first clay we went as far as the mouth of Birch Coolie, opposite to, and about
one mile from, the lower agency, and camped there in La Croix's field for the
night, having buried all the bodies which we found on the way; among which
were Dr. P. P . Humphrey, the physician for the Lower Sioux, and the burned
and charred remains of his wife and child. Early on Monday morning we went
to the agency ferry and witnessed the scene of the massacre of Captain l\Iarsh's
men, and there buried some twenty dead bodies. The ferry being gone and the
river high, it was arranged that the mounted men should cross the river and go up
on the re;:,ervation side, and that Captain Grant's company should go up on the
State side, and that each should bury all the dead found; that the mounted men
should recross and join Captain Grant's company at the place of rendezvousthe head of Birch Coolie, opposite to and about three miles northward from the
lower agency-that njght. I, being mounted, crossed the river and proceeded
with the mounted men under Captain Anderson, Major Brown being with us.
After looking about the remains of the lower agency, and burying the dead
found there, we went up to Crow's village, about five miles above, and there
found evidence of a very large Indian camp. We remained there about two
hour::;, examining matters, and were satisfied that the Indians had all gone from
there at least six days before. (They had been gone seven days, as we now
know .)
Mnjor Brown now ordered us to recross the river at the ferry nearly opposite
to Crow's village, which we did late in the afternoon, still seeing no recent traces
of Indians. We now fell into the track of Captain Grant'i3 men, who were about
one hour in advance of us, and followed them up to Beaver creek, and about sun-
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down joined them at the place of rendczyous above mentioned, Birch Coolie.
Here we pitched our tents, partook of a hearty supper, and, being tired, reth·ed
to rest, in the belief that no Indians were within twenty miles of us. We all,
I think, slept soundly. In the morning, at the very earliest dawn, we were
awakened by a volley of some three huudred guns, at a distm1ce of about 1~5
yards from us, aimed so as to rake our tents " fore and aft." This volley was
terrific, and something of its power may be inferred from the fact that it was
heard at Fort Ridgley, a distance of nearly fourteen miles. For more than three
lwurs this firing was kept up with scarcely an intermission, and in that fatal
three hour some twenty men were killed or mortally wounded, and some sixty
more or less severely wounded, 3:nd about seventy-five horses killed, or nearly
so. The Indian guns being mostly double-barrelled, there was a perfect rain of
lead upon our devoted little camp. rrhe tents were perfectly riddled, and the
scene beggars description.
After the effect of the first "morning call" was somewhat over, at it we went
to "dig," and dig we did, with one pick, three spades, a couple of old axes,
knives, bayonets, sticks, and everything that would dig. \Ve went at it, and
by 4 o'clock p. m. had "holes enough in the ground" to protect us from the
shooting at a distance. After this time I think we lost no men, and the Indians
never once charged on us. And here I may be permitted to remark that no
fears need be entertained that they will charge on any place where they think
there is danger. Well, to be brief, here we were kept from 4 o'clock a. m. of
rruesday until about 11 o'clock a. rn. on Wednesday, (31 hours) without food
or water, with but thirty rounds to the man when we commenced, and with less
than five when we were relieved by General Sibley's command, about 11 o'clock
on Wednesday morning. To sum up, we had about one hundred and sixty
men, including teamsters, to start with, and about one hundred horses. The
Indians, we have since learned, had 349 men. We bad killed and mortally
wounded 24 men, and wounded, as near as I can ascertain, 67 men. Every
horse we had was killed or wounded. I counted 97 horses "lwrs de combat "
soon after we were relieved. We buried our dead (noLle fellows) on that lone
prairie, and went back to Fort Ridgley sadder and, I think, wiser men than
wheu we started from it. At least, we knew more about Indians; perhaps as
much as our Longfellows, Coopers, and our philanthropic friends of Pennsylvania
and Boston. At least, some of us claim the right to think so. This attack on us
happened, as we now know, in this wise: 'rhe Indians had been in camp at
Yellow ..Medicine for some time, and they had planned a campaign in this wise :
This party of 349 intended to get into General Sibley's rear and divide into
two parties and make a simultaneous attack upon St. Peter and 1\Iankato, and
accidentally discovered our party just before we went into camp.
On the same day that we were reli~ved at Birch Coolie a war party of about
150, ~beaded by Crow in person, made an attack upon the town of Hutchinson,
and were repulsed, but succeeded in cm:rying off large quantities of plunder and
a few captives. About the same time an attack, with a large force, said to be
7 50, was made upon Fort Abercrombie. The fort was invested for several
days. This party, as is believed, was made of Cut-heads and young men from
the several northern Sissiton bands, aided by a few of the W ahpetons from
Lac qui Parle and Red Iron's village, and a very few of the Lower Sioux.
Owing to the fact that the gallant little garrison were cooped up in the fort,
and could only defend £t, their chances for observations were slight, and hence
the meagerness of definite information in regard to the attacking Indians.
:E'rom the Lest information which I have been able to obtain, I am strongly inclined to the belief that at first the Big Stone lake Sissitons, as a body, did
not enter into the outbreak. Indeed, it seems that they opposed it quite strongly
for a time. Latan-kan-naj, (Standing Buffalo,) the leading and hereditary chief
of the Sissitons, I am satisfied, resisted the outbreak as far as he was able, ?ut he
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could not control his young men, who, I think, generally participated. Indeed,
unless they did, the large number attacking Fort Abercrombie cannot be accounted for. And this leads me to the conclusion that, with few exceptions, and
these consisting of old men, some of the chiefs, and those of their immediate relations whom they could control, all of the annuity Sioux were, to a greater or
less extent, engaged in the outbreak.
At the battle of Yellow :Medicine or Wood lake there were present about 750
Indian men, and at Fort Abercrombie about 750. Add to these 1,500 at lem~t
200 who were scattered about in small marauding parties, and say about 250
who for different causes abstained, and we have nearly if not all the warriors
which can be mustered by both the annuity and .Yanktonais Sioux ordinarily.
Here it should be stated that none of those who participated at Wood lake
were at Abercrombie, and vice vasa. After the battle of Birch Coolie, as soon
as I was able I started for St. Paul to meet Commissioner Dole, whom I hacl
learned was there, to consult with him as to my future action, and to have
arrangements made to pay the employes the arrearages due them for work
promptly, as they had lost all they possessed, and been turned out of employment. 'The action of the Commissioner in this regard was prompt, noble, and
satisfactory, and to Commissioner Dole the destitute employes (whose lives
were saved, and the widows and or.phans of those who had been butchered) arc
indebted for the promptness with which their just claims were met. Among
other things, he directed me to proceed at once to Yellow Medicine, with a view
to a general examination of the conditioN of affairs, and to remain there as long
as necessary. Accordingly, on the 19th day of September, in company with
Colonel '\Villiam Crooks, sixth regiment Minnesota volunteers, I started for the
reservations, and arrived at the battle-ground of Yellow Medicine or Wood lake
about dark on the day after the battle, and found that General Sibley's command
had moved on. Where they were we did not know. We had as escort one
company of infantry and about twenty mounted men. We bivouacked on the
battle-ground, and early in the morning started, and in the afternoon overtook
Colonel Sibley's command at Camp Release, opposite the mouth of the Chippewa river, about twenty miles above Yellow l\fedicine and ten below Lac qui
Parle, just at the moment the captive women and children were delivered to
Colonel Sibley. It was both a happy and a sad moment-one never to be forgotten. Two hundred and seventy-seven persons were thus rescued, and jt
must be permitted me to bear testimony to the wisdom and discretion exercised
in this part of the campaign by Colonel Sibley. From the start he made it his
prime object, above all things, to rescue those unfortunate captives. Of this
object he never for a moment lost sight, and from its pursuit nothing could
drive or divert him. His final success at Camp Release is worthy of more honorable mention than if he had won many a great battle. Here I remained,
getting what information I could, and aiding·, under Colonel Sibley's direction,
to secure the stolen plunder, and in finding out and aiding to arrest the guilty
Indians who had surrendered.
On the 4th of October Colonel Sibley handed me a letter of instructions, a
copy of which I herewith transmit, marked A. As directed in this letter, I
proceeded to Yellow :Medicine the same day with about 1,250 Indians and mixedbloods, of whom about 275 were men, the residue women and children. They
were all put to work as directed, and in a wook we had gathered and housed
about 6,000 bushels of potatoes and 1,500 bushels of corn. '\V e were thus engaged when Captain Whitney, in command, received instructions from Colonel
Sibley to cause to be arrested, and safely detained in custody, all the Indian
and mixed-blood men, except such as, in the opinion of Agent Galbraith, were
"above suspicion," and to disarm all. This we did successfully, and with little
or no trouble, by the exercise of a justifiable piece of strategy, the details of
which I will not relate, lest it raise a cry of injustice to the poor Indian.
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Out of the whole number I designated forty-six Indian men, whom I regarded
as coming as near t\> Colonel Sibley's standard as possible. Of all these I believe only four or five were tried and convicted, and only some seven of those
kept in confinement were acquitted. Here we remained in camp until the 12th
of October, when we were ordered to proceed to the lower agency with all the
Indians. vV e arrived there on the 15th day of October, General Sibley's entire
command arriving at the same time. Here we remained until November 7,
engaged principally in the trials of the indicted Indians and in seeming food
and forage. On the-- day of November General Sibley ordered Lieutenant
Colonel Marshall, seventh regiment Minnesota volunteers, with an escort of three
companies of infantry, to remove the uncondemned Indians and their wives and
families, and the families of the condemned and absent Indians, numbering in
all about 1,700 persons, to Fort Snelling, and directed me to accompany them.
On the 14th dav of November we arrived at the fort, and the Indians were
placed in camp ne;r t.he fort, where they still remain in charge of the military.
The same day I arrived in St. Paul, and held a short interview with Judge
Usher, the Assistant Secretary of the Interior. I found that in my absence
Mr. Siuks, my clerk, had been engaged in collecting and arranging the agency
business, and had paid most of the employes; all, indeed, whom he could settle
with in my absence. I at once set about the work, which now devolved upon
me, and since then until now, with scarcely a moment's intermission, I have
been engaged in collecting and arranging all the facts I could, in order to arrive
at some definite know ledge of the condition of affairs. The pressure upon me
has been great indeed, and, in addition. to my direct and incidental official duties,
I have had to provide for my family, who were left entirely destitute-neither
house, clothing, or anything had they. Now, indeed, some order begins to appear out of the chaos left by the Indian raid, and I begin to sec when the end
will be. vVhen I shall get there I hardly know-soon, I hope ; the sooner
the better-when, if not before, it is to be hoped that some one of the many
good and honest men who have labored so hard to place upon me the blame of
the outbreak, and to justify the poor, wronged Indiz.n in their mistaken butcheries and atrocities, will be placed in the incumbency of the superintendency
of the Sioux agency, to enjoy its emoluments and its pleasures, and to grow fat
on the spoils. Having thus given, as best I could, a narrative of the condition
of the affairs of the agency as they progressed up to and existed at the time of
the outbreak itself, I proceed to another more serious and much agitated subject:
" What was the cause of the outbreak 1"
And, first, on this subject it will be necessary to strip the Indian of the filigree coloring of romance which has been thrown around him by sentimental
poets and love-sick novelists, and present him as he is, a matter of fact being;
for there is no man who knows Indians well ·who will disagree with me when
I state that the Indian of the poets and novelists is a pure myth. I know little
of other Indians except from history. Of the Sioux I know a little from observation. They are bigoted, barbarous and exceedingly superstitious. They
regr.rd most of the vices as virtues. Theft, arson, rape and murder are among
them regarded as the means to distinction, and the young Indian from childhood is taught to regard killing as the highest of virtues. In their dances, and
at their feasts, the warriors recite their deeds of theft, pillage, and slaughter as
precious things, and the highest, and indeed the only, ambition of a young
brave is to secure "the feather," which is but a record of his having murdered
or participated in the murder of some human being, whether man, woman, or
child, it is immaterial; and, after he has secured his first "feather," appetite
is whetted to increase the number in his cap, as an Indian brave is estimated
by the number of his feathers. Without "the feather" a young Indian gentleman is regarded as a squaw, and cannot get into society. Indeed, as a general
rule, he canuot get a wife. He is despised, derided, and treated with contumely
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by all. The head-dress filled with these feathers, and other insignia of blood,
is regarded as "wakan," (sacred,) and no unhallowed hand, or woman, dare
touch it. So, indeed, it is with all their instruments and evideuces of crime.
"The feather" is the great goal of a Sioux Indian's athbition. Often has it
been asked, "vVhy do the Sioux kill the Chippewas so; why do they go to
war so much?" and who has ever received any decided answer? 'l'hc general
belief is that it is some old hereditary spite; but I feel safe in saying that no
Sioux Indian ever gave such a reason, or, if he did, he was instructed so to do
by some white man. When asked these questions they evade an answer, but,
on strict inquiry, you can learn the true reason, ancl it is nothing more nor less
than the ambition to kill somebody, and get "the feather." There is no other
cause for it. There is no war or cause of war existing. "The feather" is the
cause of these malicious murders committed on the Chippewas, and to get "the
feath er" they would just as soon kill anybody else as a Chippewa. They
kill Chippewas and Omahas because they have been neighbors, ancl because
they have been accustomed so to do from time immemorial. If they but dared,
they had rather kill whiteR, because they regard the whites as a greater people
than the Chippewas, and the more distinguished the victim the higher the character of the feather.
To kill the agent, superintendent, a captain, colonel, or general, the Secretary
of the Interior, or the President himself, would be a deed which would ennoble
the murderer and his relatives foreve:r, and make them "wakan," a11d the distinguished assassin of one of these dignitaries would be voted a whole tail of a
raven, a crow, or an eagle, according to the distinguished character of his victim. Hence, during the recent campaign, a crow's tail was offered for the
devoted scalp of Brigadier General Sibley and for those under him, ten feathers
for one, five for another, and one for others, according to rank, by Little Crow.
As an instance of the force of this desire to secure "the feather," I need but
relate the sad tale of Ha-J:>ink-pa. He was a "farmer Indian," who resided in
a good brick house, near the agency, at Yellow l\Iedicine, and had been treated
with all the kindness and favor possible. He was, too, an elderly man, about
fifty years old; was somewhat indolent, and of little force of character. On
the night of the 18th of August, when the Indians had determined to kill the
whites and pillage the stores at Yellow Medicine, Ha-pink-pa, unlike Other
Day, Paul, Simon, and others, went with the crowd. The first attack was
made on the store of S. B. Garvie, esq., and Garvie was mortally wounded.
This Ila-pink-pa, although he did not fire a single shot, as I am well satisfied,
yet boasted that he had killed Garvie, and for this he was hanged at Mankato
last Friday; justly, too, as I think. Now, this boast was made to secure a
"feather," and for nothing else.
Idleness, too, is idolized among the Sioux braves, and labor is regarded as a
debasing institution, only fit for squaws. And this code, and such consonant
codes of morals, is taught to the Indians from childhood by their medicine-men
and priests, and forms their code of "ancient customs." By every means-by
the father, the mother, the medicine-man, the priest, the chief, and all-these
"ancient customs" are taught and inculcated by precept and example, and in ·
grained into the young Indian from his first days of perception throughout his
life. These are his life, his existence, his religion, and not only is it taught and
beli8ved that the commission of these crimes, and such as these, will insure him
temporal distinction, but his hopes for the future arc founded on the same
theory.
In sh?rt, then, ignorance, indolence, filth, lust, vice, bigotry, superstition and
crime, make up the ancient customs of the Sioux Indians, and they adhere to
the code with a tenacity and stoicism indefinable. They are not brave in the
proper acceptation of the term; on the contrary, they are mostly inveterate
cowards. rro sneak up, and, under the guise of friendship or the cover of some
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}Jrotecting thing, to kill a man, is their habit. A square, "up and down, face
to face fig·ht," the Si0ux Indians, as a general rule, in my opinion, will not
make, unless it be with unarmed persons or greatly inferior numbers. To this
rule there are exceptions, I know, but they arc few; and yet, for the maintenance of their ancient customs and superstitions, they will suffer torture, contumely, and death, with a most remarkable stubbornness and stolidity, and with
all the apparent fortjtude of a devoted Christian martyr. r_rhe medicine-man,
or sorcerer, and the Indian priest, by their deceptions, cheats, and incantations,
stimulated by the hope of ease, comfort, and gain, encourage the Indians in this
miserable, deviH;;h system; and, being the recognized doctors of both body and
spirit, they, to maintain their position and ascendancy, teach the Indians to be,
and in most instances succeed in keeping them, ignorant, deluded, superstitious,
and wicked creatures, degraded and brutal in all their habits and instincts, and
always prepared to do any bad thing. This is the Sioux Indian as he is.
If this be granted, then we have, I think, the true cause of the outbreak;
and I might Le content to leave this part of the subject where the Rev. S. R.
Riggs, formerly thirty years a missionary among the Dakota or Sioux Indians,
has left it. He says the "devil" caused the outbreak; and if ever the devil
was well represented on earth, he certainly is in the ancient religious and social
customs of the Sioux Indians. 1'heir every precept, example, act, or deed is
either purely diabolical or strongly tinctured with deviltry. But it may be permitted me to elaborate a little on this subject, and to set forth at some length
my views on the same.
The radical moving cause of the outbreak is, I am satisfied, the ingrained and
fixed hostility of the savage barbarian to reform, change, and civilization. As
in all barbarous communities in the history of the world, the same people have,
for the most part, resisted the encroachments of civilization upon their ancien.t
customs, so it is in the case before. us; nor does it matter materially in what
shape civilization makes its attack. It may be eithm; by Christianity, pure and
simple, through the messenger of the cross, or by some of the resulting agencies,
or necessary accompaniments or harbingers of Christianity. Hostile opposing
forces meet in conflict, and a war of social elements is the result-civilization
being aggressive, and barbarism stubbornly resistant. Sometimes, indeed, civilization has achieved a bloody victory, but generally it has been otherwise.
Christianity itself, the true basis of civilization, has, in most instances, waded to
success through seas of blood. The Christian system was inaugurated by the
shedding of the blood not only of its divine founder, but of his disciples and
successors, and that, too, at the hands of the savage, the barbarian, and, worse,
Pharisaical bigot. Having said thus much, I state, as a settled fact in my mind,
that the encroachments of Christianity and its handmaid or daughter, civilization, upon the habits and customs of the Sioux Indians, is the cause of the late
terrible Sioux outbreak. 'l'here were, it is true, many immediate inciting causes,
which will be alluded to and stated hereafter, but they are· all subsidiary to and
developments or incident to the great cause set forth. It may be said, and indeed it is true, that there is a wicked as well as a Christian civilization. That
such civilization is only true civilization perverted, a counterfeit, a base coin,
which could not pass but for the credit given to it by the original, will, it is believed, be admitted. And that the recent Sioux outbreak would ha.vc happened, at any rate, as a result, a fair consequence of the cause here stated, I
have no more doubt than I doubt that the existing great rebellion to overthrow
our government would have occurred had 1\fr. Lincoln never been elected President of the United States.
Now, as to the exciting or immediate causes of the outbreak. By my predecessor a new and radical system was inaugurated, practically, and in its inauguration he was aided by the Christian missionaries and by the government. 1'he
treaties of 1858 were ostensibly made to carry this new system into effect.
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The theory, in substance, was to break up the community system which
obtained among the Sioux; weaken and destroy their tribal relations; individualize them by giving each a separate home, and having them subsist by industry
-the sweat of their brows; till the soil; to make labor honorable and idleness
dishonorable; or, as it was expressed, in short, "make wl~ite men qf tlwm," and
have them adopt the habits and customs of white men. This system, once inaugurated, it is self-evident was at war with their "ancient customs." 'ro be clear,
tlw lwbits and customs of white men are at war witlt the habits and customs of the
Indians. The former are civilization, industry, thrift, economy; the latter, idleness, superstition, and barbarism, and I have already stated with what tenacity
these savages cling to their habits and customs.
On the first day of June, 1861, when I entered upon the duties of my office,
I found that the system had just been inaugurated. Some hundred families of
the annuity Sioux had become novitiates, and their relatives and friends seemed
to be favorably disposed to the new order of things. But I also found that
against these were arrayed over five thousand annuity Sioux besides, at leat~t
three thousand Y anktonais, all inflamed by the most bitter, relentless, and devilish hostility.
At the very outset I thus found existing the war of the "scalp-locks and
blanket" against the "cut hair and breeches." The pantaloons importuned me
to have them protected, and the blankets to go with them and break up the new
system. I saw, to some extent, the difficulty of the situation, but I determined
to continue, if in my power, the civilization system. 'ro favor it, to aid and
build it up by every fair means, I advised, encouraged, and assisted these farmer
novitiates; in short, I sustained the policy inaugurated by my predecessor and
sustained and recommended by the government. I soon discovered that the
system could not be successful without a sufficient force to protect the "farmer"
from the hostility of the "blanket Indians."
In addition to the natural hostility of the wild Indians to the "white men,"
I soon discovered that evil-disposed white men, and half-breeds in their interest, were engaged in keeping up this hostility, and in fomenting discontent.
I found that previous to my arrival the Indians had been industriously told that
on the arrival of the "new agent" the "dutchmen" (an opprobrious name for
the farmer Indians) would be "cleaned out," and the blanket Indians would be
restored to special favor; that the new agent would break up the new system
and restore the old order of things. 'rhis vile story had its effect. While the
farmer Indians were satisfied with my c'ourse, the blanket Indians were disappointed, because, as they said, I did everything for the "dutchmen." 'rhus, in
the start, an ill feeling was engendered. Although my partiality to the "white"
party was looked upon with great jealousy, yet I kept on as best I could from
the commencement until the outbreak in aiding the work of civilization. During my term, and up to the time of the outbreak, about one hundred and
seventy-five Indian men had their hair cut, and had adopted the habits and
customs of white men.
For a time, indeed, my hopes were strong that civilization would soon be in
the ascendant But the increase of the civilization party and their evident
prosperity only tended to exasperate the Indians of the "ancient customs," and
to widen the breach.
'rhere, then, we had the hostile contending forces brought face to face-the
farmer Indians, the government, represented Ly the agents and employes, and
missionaries on the one side, and the blanket Indians and those who deemed it
their interest to take sides with them, and their priests, medicine-men, and sorcerers on the other. The latter "\-Yere for the "ancient customs," the former for
diametrically the opposite system. In this shape the mdical cause of the outbreak had been developing itself prior to the outbreak, from the day of its
inauguration as a system until it eX!>loded in the outbreak itself 'rhcse imme.
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diate, exciting causes, or rather, off-shoots, inddents, results, fruits of the great
cause, are many; indeed, their name is legion, and such as I can call into rank
I shall enumerate. But whilst these are to be enumerated, it may be permitted
me to hope that the radical cause will not be forgotten or overlooked; and I am
bold to express this desire, because ever since the outbreak the public journ~;~.ls
of the country, religious and secular, have teemed with editorials by, and communications from, "reliable individuals," politicians, philanthropists, philosophers, and hired penny-a-liners, mostly mistaken, and sometimes wilfully and
gTossly falii-e, giving the cause of the "Indian raid."
The general tenor of these lucubrations has been that the Indian agents got
the annuity money in gold, kept it, and speculated on it by exchanging it for
greenbacks, at a premium of from fifteen to thirty per centum, as their fertile
and mercenary imaginations suggested, and some very pious fellow, doubtless
an officer in the army, says that the agent got these greenbacks and tendered
them to the poor Indians in lieu of gold, and sheds a quantity of crocodile tears
over the awful -result.
To be short, and in justice to the truth of history, I state here, however inappropriate to an official report, that these stories are malicious ana base falsehoods. Prior to the Sioux outbreak the Sioux agent never had control of any
portion whatever of the annuity money of the Sioux Indians for the year 1862.
'rhis whole series of lies about the speculation in the annuity funds of the Sioux
is nothing more nor less than emanations from the brains of persons who have
measured the Sioux agent by their own standing, formed by their own personal
experience in the past, and have expressed what they would have done had they
but had the opportunity, and what, doubtless, they have done when opportunity
has been afforded them.
That Indians have been wronged and cheated by white men is doubtless true,
and it is equally true, too, that white men have been cheated by white men and
Indians too; but to publish to the world that this system of cheating, which exists in perfection alike on Wall street, upon Indian reservations, and in all intermediate places, is the cause, and a justifiable cause, too, of the late Sioux Indian
outbreak is, in my humble opinion, simply puerile, shallow, and silly. And for
the editors of distinguished and able journals, religious and secular, to publish to
the world slanders upon individual character, which, if true, would consign the
subject of them not only to the penitentiary, but to temporal and eternal infamy
and disgrace, on bare inference, or on the authority of some ~orrespondent, who
writes what he is tolil to by some reliable old citizen of Saint Paul, is strange
indeed. I hope this reference to this subject here may be pardoned, if not
iustified.
I shall now endeavor to set forth, as fairly as I can, some of what seems to
me to be the chief exciting causes of that discontent and dissatisfaction which
preceded the outbreak.
From the best information which I have been able to obtain, it seems that at
the time of the treaties of Mendota and Traverse des Sioux, in the year 1851,
in order to induce the Indians to sign the treaties very liberal, if not extravagant,
promises were made to them-promises for the occasion, without regard to consequences. What these promises were, and the extent of them, I shall not pretend to state at length; it would be a long task. This I must say, however,
that the alleged non-compliance with "promises" made "at the treaty" was the
text and conclusion of nearly every Indian orator's speech which I have had the
fortune to hear, (and I have heard not a few.) In substance, they recited that
at the treaty it was promised them that each one of them should have one
blanket at least every year, and plenty ( ota) of pork, flour, and sugar to eat,
and that every hunter should have his gun and all the ammunition he wanted;
that white men would be hired to do all their work, and that coffee, tea, tobaccor
hatchets, and such like, in large quantities, would be furnished them, and they
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should have "all they wanted," in addition to all of which things, mouey,
( maza ska,) to the amount of "$40,000" to the upper, and "$46,000" to the
lower bands, would be ·paid to them every year, and that they should be taken
care of and never suffer from want any more. With such statements every
speech teemed, whether made to the agent, superintendent, or in their own
councils. Whether it was all true I do not pretend to say; but I do say that it
was a perpetual source of complaint, discontent, and annoyance. Hence, I concluded that where there was so much smoke there must have been some fire. To
say the least, there must have been some serious misunderstanding somewhere;
if such promises were made, it will be easy to see that no sufficient provision was
made to fulfil them, when I state that these treaty Indians number nearly 7,000
souls, and that the whole amount set apart for them annually is about $150,000,
$90,000 of which is to be paid in money, (annuities.) I submit that the balance,
$60,000, will not go very far towards carrying out such magnificent promises,
and leave the subject, thus stated, as worthy of consideration among the "causes
of the outbreak."
Again, in the year 1858, treaties were made between the Upper and Lower
Sioux and the government. By these treaties the Indians ceded to the United
States so much of their reservations as were north of the Minnesota river : no
price wasfixed by tlte treaties; but the United States Senate subsequently, by
resolution, fixed the price at thirty cents per acre. This yielded to the lower
bands about $96,000, and to the upper about $240,000.
'l'hese treaties contain some wise provisions, and are apparently unexceptionable. Ind.;ed, although imperfect in not going far enough, they are in theory
pre-eminently civilization treaties. As they were interpreted by the whites and
unden;tood by the Indians, the greatest good promised to flow from them ; yet
these apparently beneficent treaties proved to be the veriest of Pandora boxes
for mischief. And this, not because the treaties were wrong in themselves, but
because of the failure to provide the means to carry out the provisions of the
treaties, and the neglect to perform the promises made contemporaneous 'vith, and
subsequent to, the execution and confirmation of these treaties.
These treaties could not be carried out without the power-a sufficient forceto protect the " farmer" from the "blanket Indians," and s nch force was never
provided, and this, at first, in time of peace, and during the administration ot
my predecessor, because, as I learn, the matter was not fully comprehended by
the vVar Department, and since, because it was "hoped" that we could get
along with the Indians with a merely nominal force, in order that all the available men possible might be used to put down the "great rebellion, and save the
Union." 'l'o this "hope," or rather decision, I yielded, sorrowfully and reluctantly, yet determined to stay at my post, do my duty, and abide the cons~
quences, still not yielding my fixed bf'lief that it is easier to keep from rising
than to put down a rebellion or raid. May we all learn a lesson herefrom is my
sin cere desire.
While these treaties were "making," and after they were made, as I have
been informed, not only by the Indians, but by respectable white men, the
Indians were led to believe that, as a result of these treaties, the Lower Sioux
• would be paid in cash "one hundred boxes of money," (a box means $1,000,)
and the Upper Sioux "a heap," ( ota.) Yet the Lower Sionx fund was
exhausted to pay "debts," and about two-thirds of the Upper Sioux fund was
applied to the same purpose. Whether these debts were just or unjust I know
not, but I do know that when the treaties were made, only $70,000 was set
apart to pay debts in each treaty, ancl out of that sum the Indians all claim that
only $60,000 was to be paid on debts, and that $60,000 was all claimed against
them and all they eYer agreed to pay; and here I confess that the express language of said treaties would seEm to indicate that there is some ground for this
state of facts. vVhat happened subsequently, what was done by the Indians or
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by the whites in the premises, I shaH not pretend to relate in uctail. I ndecd,
this whole affair is so mixed up with apparent truth, doubtful anu sometimes
exaggerated and rit1iculons "hearsay," aud assertions and lleuials, that nothing
but a f~lir, strict, and searching investigation would justify any one in deciding
l10w it docs stand.
This much, in jus6ce, I must state: from the first day of my arrival upon the
reservation, up to tl1e outbreak, thi::~ matter was a perpetual source of wrang·ling,
dissatisfact.ion, anc1 bitter, ever-threatening complaints on tho part of both the
upper and lower hands.
Special deputations visited me, and special councils were held. I advised,
expostulated, and within the bounds of truth did everythiug I could to keep dissatisfaction uown, but •·it would not down." ""\Vhatever the cause, the fact was
there. Discontent, uneasiness, and complaints were common aud wide-spread.
Here, again, there was a misunrlastandir1g, and a serious one, too-too serious,
I often have tlwught, to be trifled with.
Again: the great rebellion, the war for the Union, bas been a fruitful source
of trouble among the Sioux-exciting inquiry, rcstlcssnrss, and unrasiness.
Half-breeds and others who could read the news kept te1ling the Indians all
kinds of exaggerated stories about the war. Sometimes that the niggrrs had
taken, or were about to take, \Vashington; that the Great Father and the agent
were friends to these niggas; that the Great Father was whipped out, or, as they
generally expressed, cLeaned out j that the Indians would get no more money;
that the nig15ers would take it, or that it would be used to pay for the war; that
all the people, except the old men and the women am1 children, were gone to
the war; and with sueh tales were their minds filled daily; and thus were they
kept in a perpetual ferment. The effect. of thit> upon the savage and sup('rstitious minds of the Indians can easily be imagineu. The lmowledge of the fact
that we were engaged in a great war, without any detaiLs, was of itself enough
to excite them, as any one who for a moment reflects must perceive. Often,
when l have upbraided them for going to war with their hereditary enemies,
the Ohippc·was, have they replied to me thus: Our Great Father, we know, has
always told us it was wrong to make war; now he i.:; making war and killing a
great 11umy j how is this 1 we clou't understand it. And Little Crow has often
said to me, "·when I arose this morning and looked toward:5 the south, it seemeil
to me that I could see the smoke of the big guns and hear the wm-whoop of
the contending soldiers."
'l'hat there was any direct interference by reb el emissaries with the annuity
Indians I have no eviuence sufficient to ad~crt with any degree of certainty;
yet I am clearly of the opinion that rebel t:ympath:zer.:; did all in their power
to create disaffection among the Indians in my ngency, and I firmly believe that
time will bring out in full relief this f~tet not ouly, but mor<·-much more. Let
us wait and sec ; "sufficient tmto the day is the evil tlwrcof."
Owing to the state of the finances of tl1e country, the government found it
ineonvenient to send on the annu.it!J money as early at:i had been usual for some
four years previous; and, although the deLty was ouly about four or five weeks,
yet the Indians did not understand it. They were cxcitec1 about it, and kept
inquiring why their money clid not come; I assured them that it woulc1 come,
and asked them to wait patiently. They seemed content on this subject, and,
however unfortunate the delay may have been in furnishing a pretext for the
outbreak, yet I am well satisiied that nobody but scribblers, scamp:;, and unmitigated scoundrels have ever alleged this delay as a cause of, or even a fair
pretext for, the outbreak. No Indiilns or half-breeds have ever r:<aid or thought
so, yet the delay, short as it was, was unfortnuate in this: th tt it afl'ordcd matei ial to work upon, anu to befog the public mind as to the real cause or causes
of the outbreak. As the misstatements on this question have been widely circulated, it may be permitted me here to state a few facts. 1'here itl no time fixed,
26 I
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by either law or treaty, for the Sioux annuity payments. Prior to the year 1857
the payment was made semi-annually-one half in the spring or early summer,
and the other half iu the autumn. Superintendent Cullen changed this, (and,
I think, wisely,) by having but one time of payment each year, and that when
the grass rr.ffm·ds good pasture. Last year ( tSG 1) the Lower Sioux were paid
on tho 27th of June, and the Upper Sioux on the 16th of July. This year
(1862) the money did not leave St. Paul until tho 17th da.y .of August, and it
arrived at :Fort Ridgley on the 18th day of August, the very day of the outbreak at the lower agency. rrhere it remained during the siege. After the
siege was raised, it was concluded to postpone the payment till a more favorable season, and the money, in the original package, was started back to St.
Paul, in care of those who had brought it up, viz: C. W. \Vyl\off, 1\Iajor Hatch.
J. C. RamE'ey, A. J. Van Vorhees, and C. 1\L Dailey, eSfJS. When it. left New
York, when it arrived at St. Paul, and what happened to it in the interval, I do
not know. l!""'or information on this subject, T rcspcctfn]Jy refer to J. J. Cisco,
esq., deputy treasurer, New York; to the .Express Company, and to C. W.
Thompson, esq., superintendent of Indian affairs, St. Paul. I never saw the
money itself; I saw the keg at Fort Ri~1gley in ·which it was :3aid to be. I
think it was there, and I believe it was g·olcl. Neither I nor any other persons,
in the year 1862, offered any annuity money in the shape of gold, silver, greenbacks, or in the shape of anything else, to the Sioux of the Mississippi. 1 ha\'e
been a little 11articular in this regard, for what seem to me good reasons, yet I
am somewhat grieved thus to spoil so many fine, pious, romantic, philanthropic,
lachrymose, and devilish publications on the snbject of the cause of the raiddi::;honcst agents, greenbacks, discount for gold, "Lo! the poor Indians," and
others, with which, in lectures, speechef:, letters, sermons, and editorials, the
public have been regaled for the last four months. 'l'hese facts may take
"Othello's occupation" away, but it cannot be helped. Snch is life.
Grievances such a:3 have been related, and numberless others akin to them,
were spoken of, recited, and chanted at their councils, dances, and feasts, to
such an exten~ that in their excitement, early in J nne last, a secret organization known as a soldiers' lodge, (a wcll-knowu institution among the Dakotas.)
was formed by the youug men and soldiers of the Lower Sioux, with the object,
as far as I was aLle to learn through spies all(l informers, of preventing the
traders from going to the pay-table, as had been their custom. Siucc the outbreak I have become sati::ficd that the real object of this lodge 'vas to
adopt measures to "clean out" all the white people at the time of payment.
One transaction, in connexion with the outbreak, deserves especial notice at
my hands, and thi::J from the prominence given to i t. by persons hig·h iu authority,
and my own intimate relation to it. lt has been stated offieinlly, and reiterated in various forms, that immediately before the · outbreak the Sioux agent
took awa.y from the reservation every aule-bodied ~n, and hence the outbreak.
This is said in regard to the company of recruits which I aidf'd to collect and
start with me to Fort Snelling-the company known as the Henville Ua,ngersa portion of the honorable hii:itory of whom 1 have already given, together with
all th0 material facts in connexion with the 01 igin, awl progn Es, aud my connexion with the company. · It only remains to be stated that the most of the
men composiug this t:ompany were cmployt;::; of the agency, who were about to
be discharged because their serYices could be safely and profitably di~pt:nsed
wit.h, and the balance of the company wa::; mndc: u1) of a few tradercl' derks,
who had determined to go to the war anyhow, aud half-breed:; wLo had nothiug
to do, or rather who did m,tbing. I state what 1 know, when I assmt tl1at uot
ten white men enlisted in the eornpany wh•) would not net:est~arily have left the
reservation at any rate; and that, after the company ltacl gone, there remained
upon the reservation over one hundred able-bodied white men, besides a largB
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number of half-breeds, and all the Indians considered friendly. I submit these
factfl.
'l'herc have been, in addition to those related, many other "causes of the
outbreak" uttered and published, but I cannot stop to notice them. There did
exist many complaints other than those meutioned-a few real and substantial,
and very many the most silly, frivolous, and false conceivable. He knows little
of the Sioux Indians who has not learned that to imagine, manufacture, and
improvise complaints is characteristic of the entire Sioux nation. 'l'his is a
staple article of their stock in trade. A volume not so poetical as "Hiawatha,"
but quite as interesting, might be written on the subject. I might, by way of
illustration, give incidents, but I must forbear. Generally, however, it m<ty be
stated that "confidence men" ll.nd "Jcrcm.lJ Diddlers" are common among the
Sioux, and that at least some of them will lie, a few will cheat and steal, nearly
all arc beggars, and treachery is not unknown among· them. Hence it is well to
take their stories of hunger, privation, and wrongs cum grano salis. Here I
venture the statement, that the Lower Sioux Indians, the very miscreants who
startcil and kept up the outbreak, were then, and generally had been, better
supplied with both the necessaries of life and the means of obtaining a livelihood
than any equal numher of our industrious frontier settlers.
One Sunday, the 17th day of August, A. D. 1862, at the village of Acton, in
the county of .Meeker and State of Minnesota, four Lower Sioux Indians, of the
Slut-1m-pee's band, part of a hunting party composed of fourteen, obta.ined
whiskey, became intoxicated, and killed six persons, including a man named
Jones, from whom it is alleged they obtained the whiskey. This was the immediate, exciting cause of the outbreak-the spark which ignited the train leading to the magazine in which, for more than ten years, had been accumulating
the combustibles of discontent, dissatisfaction, and premeditated devilment, and
which, on Monday morning following, exploded with such fearful and terrific
violence. 'l'his Acton party at once returned to their village at Hice creek, on
the lower reservation, called a council of their immediate relatives, and said,
in substance, "we have killed white men, and, if caught, must die. Let us
unite now and kill the whites at the agency. It is a good time to carry out our
original and long-cherished designs. 'l'he whites are all gone to the war except
the old men and the women and the children. We can kill them all, take their
property and repossess ourselves of the land which we sold them and occupy it."
This harangue and others like it had their desired effect. About twenty w.m riors
at once united into a war party, and started for Redwood creek and towards the
agency. As they proceeded they were joined by the warrior:3 of the bands of
Sha-ko-pee, Little Crow, Black Dog or Big Eagle, Blue Earth, and Passing
Hail, all ripe for the work proposed. These bands all had their villages and
plantings above the lower agency, fi·om four to ten miles therefrom, and most of
their young men and soldiers belonged to the soldiers' lodge.
By daylight on ~ionday morning, the 18th of August, this war party, now
increased to about two hundred soldiers, armed, and fie1:ce for the fray, proceeded
to the lower agency, having sent messengers to the bands of Sao pi, Wabasha,
Wakuta, Late-Comedu, and Husha-sba., who resided about and below the agency,
informing them of the purpose formed, and asking and ordering them to join the
war party forthwith, on pain of being punished even to death in case of refusal.
Many of these latter bands, especially the older men and the chiefs, were farmer
Indians and supposed to be friendly to the whites, (and this was generally so;)
hence the orders and the threats. As soon as the news of the uprising spread,
the young men of these bands rushed up to the agency and, excited, joined the
war party, now being momentarily augmented in numbers and stiffened up with
courage and resolution. Little Crow, always cunning, without principle, itching for popularity, power, and domain, at once struck out into the current and
(most of the other chiefs hesitating) became the leader of this now formidable
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band of warriors. :Many of the chicf:3, older men, and farmer Indians remon
strateu and even protested, but all was in vain. "rrhe die was cast." :Madness ruled the hour. About six o'clock on tl1is sad and eventful Monday morning the work of death and devastntion began Ly an attack on the trading p0st
Df' Stewart 13. Garvie, known as 1\Iyrick'::;; it immediately spread to the other
stores, atld BOOll reached the government stables, warelJOn:3eS, shops, anu uwellings. The people, panic-stricken, fled in all directions; mnny were shot or captured; the rest ePcapcd, leaving all they had behind. Now the houses, stores,
and shops were plnndereu and committed to the flames, and the Indian fiends
l1eld high carnival over the ruins. 'l'bus was the Sioux outbreak of the year
1862 ina.ugurated. In the beginning it was the intcntio11 of Crow to make regular
war after the manner of white men , but his "braves," h~wing tasted of blood
and plunder; became wild and unmanageable, and again yielded to the popular
cnrreut, and Grow's. wnr degenerated into a savage, barbarous, and inhuman
massacre, not exceeded in atrocity by any similar outbreak of modern times.
Blood and plunder united the Lower Sioux, and the reports of their succe::ls reaching the ~wah-pay-tons an<l Lower Sissitons on 1\iondny afternoon,
they, too, although divided in council, to the number of about one hundn·cl and
fifty, decided to go into the fight. About two o'colck a. rn. on '1\tesclay, the
19th of Augu:3t, they attacked the store of Stewart B. Garvie, known as
Myrick's, mortally wmmded J\Ir. Garvie, the proprietor, and eevere1y ''"ounded
a young man named Patwcll; all the re:3t of the traders fled and escaped. 'fhe
suddenness of the outbreak se{'IDS to have taken thei'\e Upper Sioux by surprise; they sermed to hav«; no concert of action, an<l acted as if intent on plunder
rather than to take life.
.
.:
Friendly Indians, aud at leaf-;t one half-l;>recd, Joseph La Frombois, gave
timely waming to the whi t.es at Yc1low Medicine and Hazel wood mi:3sion. The
employes of the agency, with theit: f~unilies, the ngent'B family, (a wife, three
children, [.\nd two youug ladi<·s,) and other persons, making, in all, twenty-two
men and forty \vornen and children, got together during the night in the agency
dwelling and warehouse, nt ilrst determined to remain :md defend themsclve::~.
From this course tlJCy were dissuaded by that Christian hero, .T olm Other-Day,
(Ampn-tu-to-keclm.) By his advice, and under hi:3 guidance, the entire party,
sixty-two in all, at early dawn on Tuesday morning, the 19th of .August, 1862,
left the ngcucy with four wagons and one single carriage, taking nothing with
them b11t a scanty covering of clothing and a few crackers, led by the noble
Other-Day, they struck out on the nake<l prairie, literally placing their lives in
this faithful creature':3 hands, and guided by him, and him alonl', after intense suffering and privation, they reached Bhakopee on Friday, the 22<1 of
August, Other-Day never leaving them for an instant; and thi:3 Other-Day is a
pure,full-bloodcd Indian, aud was, not long since, one of the wildest and fiercest
of his mcc. Poor, noble fellow, must he, too, be ostracised and suffer for tho
sins of his nation? I commend him to the care of a just God and a liberal government, and, not only him, but others who did likewise.
The snrne night the f.. milies of the Reverend Stephen R- Higgs and of the
Reverend Dr. '1'. R \Villiam;;:on, the devoted missionaries aud teachers, as::>istants,
and sojourner::; connected with the old Dakota mission, numberiug in all forty~
five sou1>5, having Leeu wm ned and :1ided Ly friendly Inuians, e::::caped, barely
s:n ing their liYcs, and, aftpr wandCI ing on the bleak prairie and suffering aU
sorts of hardship, arriYed safely at the settlements on the 24th day of August,
1862.
I t ould relate in detail the hair-breadth escapes of indiviuuals and famnies;
how, for days and night.-:, nmgit.g from two days to eigltt 'weeks, men, delicate
women, aucl little chil<lrcu, i:'Ometimes wounded, almo:3t in a state of nudity, and
without food other tl1an what they could gather, wandered, they knew not
when', until perelH\nce they were picked uo accidentally, arrived at some place
of safety, or wearied, worn out, exhausted, dropped down and died. But I for-
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bear. I was tltere, and am a witness to these heartrending occurrences; I turn
away from them; let some other pen than mine record them.
Monday and 'l'uesdn.y, Augn"-t lS and 19, 18G2, W<'n clayc:; of torture, carnage, desolation, and blood-sad days nncl gloomy for tlte l\linnesota ·frontier.
The savages, now stimulated with their ::;uccc::;:-;Ps, were fierce aml jubilant;
small pmtiPs of six or seven, ten or twPnty, spread or deployed out among the
frontier settlements in all directions. 'l'hc men were killed, the wonirn taken
captive, and the children, when not killed, left to their fate. The houses and
barns were bnrned and the cattle driven ofl by tllcse small pa1·ties sent out for
t/,is spetial purpose.
'l'hese were the foraging parties of Grow's army. Large vmr parties, numbering from one hundred to four bundretl, went to Fort Ridgley, Nc w Ulm, and
the "Big "\Voods," and, in their mode, mad etheir attacks on I hose places. But
I desire ~·t to be understood tlzat these sma1l foraging parties and tlu~ 1m·ga
war parties 1ccrr constituent parts r!f~ one design: tl~ey carnwt and sltould not be
separated. Tlw saoagcs ·engaged 1·n the one m·e as guili.IJ as those engaged in
t/w other. Fort Abercrombie was also invested and atta ·/,ed.
'rhe peaceful and industrious frontier people, unarmed and. engaged in their
penecfnl avocations, p:mic-stricken, {ied, abandoning their homes, and their crops
growing ripe for the reaper, in the swath, sheath, or stack. The panic was general; a belt of country nearly, if not quite, two hnndred. miles in length, and, on
an average, fifty miles wide, was enth·d.IJ abandoned, and as the news Rpread.
the balance of the State of Minnesota and the frouticrs of Wisconsin and. Iowa
were justly al:umed. "\Vlwt·were, a few days before, prospProus frontier settlements were now scenes of disturbance, desolation, ruin, and death. Our neighbor-young sister Dakota.-has, too, suffered her fu11 share. Young and weak
though she is, yet h~r people ar.e "bone of our Lone aud flesh of our flesh;"
and they have been killed, captured, and left dct'ohte.
'l'he real value of the property destroyed or ~bandoncd, as the immediate result of the raid, has not yet been a~certained, nor, indeed, can it be for some
time to come. But I 1e1ieve I very nearly approximate the truth wlwn I set
it down at two millions of dollars; indeed, the data in my posses:-<ion would justify me in placing it at a higher figure; and this docs not include the losses on
the reservations of Indian trust property.
\Vhat the result and losses will amount to I cannot now, if indeed it ever can
be efltimated. 1t cannot Le estimated in dollars nnd cents. "\Vhen the matter
has passed into history, the impartial histori·m may make a just rstimate, but
the time is not yet. In this rPgard very much, ye>a, in a great menrmrc, everything depends upou the action of government. If the sufferers arc promptly
compensated, the Indians removed, and the frontier srcurcd ngRinst the n•asonablc probn bility of future raid of the kind, then the effects of the outbreak
will soon comparatively disappear, and the frontier will, jn a, short time, resume
its wonted prosperity; new settlements of hardy ancl indnstrions pio11eers will
be mn,de, and education, civilization, and religion, will, with "the :star of empire," westward make their way, and all ·will be well. On the contrary, if there
arc hesitancy anu delay, or neglect and abandonment of the policy indicated,
the results can only be imagined.
I now deem it proper to g·ivc an account of the destruction of property upon
the ree.crv<.:tions, and in this I shall be as particular as the lin1its of this report
will allow-not so p·uticnlar as I would desire-but sufficiently so to cuuvcy a
clear, general idea of the matter.
All the dwclling-housct:, (except two Indian house:::,) stor(·s, mills, shops, and
other bnilJings, with their contents ancl the tool:-<, implements, anJ utensils upon
the upper resernLtion were either cle_3troyed or rendered useless. Af't<'r a careful estimate I place the loss sustained upon the upper n·:::ervation at the sum of
$425,000.
/
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On the lower rcsP.rvation the stores, warehouses, shops, ::md d wellin::;s of 1he
cmfJloyeR, with tht'ir contents, were destroyed entirely, and most of thr implements and utensil~, and some of the Indian houses, (eight, I believe, worth,
with their content:<, about $5,000,) were also destroy<-'d or rrudcrecl usPleRs. The
mills and all the rest of the Indian dwellings were left comparatively unharmed
by the Indianfl.
The new stone warehouse, althoup;h burned out as far as it could he, needs
only an expenditure of a few hundred dollars to make it as p;ood as ever. I put
this loss at $37 5,000. If, however, no attention is paid to the standing and uninjured houses and mills, they, too, may be taken as destroyed-lost to all practical purpot5es-as I feel almost certain that such will be the case. I therefore
estimate the entire loss at the lower agency, in building::;, goods, stock, lumber,
supplies, fencel:l, and crops, at not less than $500,000 . 'rhus, on the reservations alone, we find a direct loe.s of about $ t,OOO,OOO, and most of this is to be
placed to the account of the United States, as trustee for the Indians. Indeed,
I much doubt whether a million dollars will cover this loss.
An estimate of the quantity of the .growing cropf' has already been given. I
now present an estimate of their value on the reservations.
LOWER SIOUX.

25, 625 bushels corn, at 80 cents ___________ . _______ . _.. ____ _
32, 500 bushels potatoes, at .50 cents. _. __ . - ... _. - . ____ ... _. _ -

13, ,500 bushels turnips, at 20 cents _____________ .. __________ _
Beans, peas, pumpkins, squashes, and other vegetables- - - - .. ___ _

Total Lower Sioux ___ . _.. _.... ___ .. __________ . _. - . _.

$20, l:iOO
16,250
3,700
8,000

48,450

UPPER SIOUX.

27, 750 bushels corn, at $1. __________ . _______ .... - ________ _
37, 500 bushels potatoes, at 7.5 cents ...... _ .. _.. --_ .. ___ - __ ..
20, 250 bushels turnips, at 30 cents ___ .. __ - .. __ . __ --.- .. - _...
Beans, peas, pumpkins, squashes, and other vegetables _____ . ___ .

r:rotal Upper Sioux ___ .. ____ .. ________ . _ . __ .... _. ___ .
Add Lower Sioux ... _... __ . __ .• _.. _.. - _ . __ .. __ . - __ ..

$27,7.50
28, 125
6,075
9, 000
70,950
48,450

119, 400

Here, then, we have the value of the crops in round numbers, say $120,000,
and I am satisfied, as I live, that this estimate is below the real cost of these
things on the reservationtl as things at present rate.
At the time of the ontbreak the corn (being· early Indian corn) was just ripe
enough to invito the attacks of myriads of black birds and crows, which infest
the frontier, and it is safe to say that these birds devour full one·half of the
corn of the Lower Sionx, and perhaps as much of that of the Upper Sioux,
below Lac qui Parle. The Indians on Big Stone lak<', and, for the most part,
at Lac qui Parle, had gathered and buried their corn before the outbreak rfl'ectually reached them. Indeed, this is true of most of the Upper Sioux above
Hazel wood mission.
'I' he Lower Sioux and the Upper ~ioux, below the mi~sion, gathered none of
theirs, exeept what tl1cy used for "roasting cars" or green corn. It wn.s abandoned to the birds and immense herds of cattle which Crow's party had taken
from the settlers on the frontier. 'l'hese herds were large-how large I cannot
state-but sufficiently large to dc·stroy a large qu:mtity of corn, and, with the
Indians, used up, to a considerable extent, pot~to crops.
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It is impo~sible to form nn accurate estimate of the amount of crops on the
rcsetTation when General Sibley's command first crossed the Minnesota river,
on the 19th day of September, A. D. 18G2. I think it perfectly safe to state
that nt least one-third of the corn anil more thnn thrr.e-fourths of the potatoes
remained at that time. On that ilay Genrral Sibl~y had at least one thousand
four llllnilreil and fifty, rank and file, bc:->iilcs his teamsters and camp followers,
who numbered, together, not less than 011e hundred anil fifty men, and he must
then have hac1 at least two hundred and {i.fty horses.
After the battle of 'N ood lake he was re-enforced, on the 25th of September,
by not less than one hundreil men, with their transportation teams. After that
time "mounted men," each one riding one hor:3e nnd leading another, in companies, began to scatter in, until, by the time he left Camp Release, Geueral Sibley must lwve lmd connected with his expedition uot less than two thousand two
hundred men and si¥ hundred horses ; and during his stay on the reservations,
from the 19th day of September until the 9th day of November, he must have
had, on an average, not less than one thousand eight hundred men and three
hundrecl aud fifty horses counected >vith his expedition. In addition to these,
the camp of Indian prisoners which was taken on the 25th of September numbered not less, on an average, than one thousand seven hundred persons, with
about one hunch·cd yoke of oxen and one hundred and twenty-five ponies and
horses. All these remained on the reservations until the 9th dav of N ovember, in all, on an average, say, fifty days.
"
How much all these men, women, and children, horses, OX('n, and ponies consumed in these fifty days I know not; the "rank and file," I know, were by
no means liberally supplied with rations; sometimes, yea, oftentimes, they had
little else to eat than potatoes and salt anil parched corn, and very little salt at
that. 'l'he horses had little forage besides corn; and the Indians literally lived
on corn and potatoes and beef, foraged or got the best way we could get it. All
these potatoes and most of this corn were gathered upon the reservations. Ho''"
much it was I know not, nor will anybody ever know.
I state only lilY own conclusions w Len I assert that more than one-half of the
actual subsistence of the soldiers, teamsters, Indian prisones, horses, ponies, and
oxen connected with Colonel (now General) Sibley's expedition, while he remained on the reservations, were obtained from the Indian plantings.
Starving men, starving horses, hungry Indians, and hungry oxen "gobbled
up" the corn and potatoes at a great rate, when snpplies nnd rations were out of
the question, away in "the rear." I leave tl1is interesting subject for those
more apt than I in supplying armies in the field. \Vhy not investigate it, so
that the books be balanc<'cl Letween the Interior and \Var Departments?
In justice to General Sibley, I must say that, sHuated as he was, it was utterly impossible for l1im to have kept even an approximate account of the things
thus used. lie dicl all in his power in this as well as every other respect.
vVith the mean.s at his command he accomplid1ed wonders.
On the 7th, 8th, 9th, and lOth of November, when the troops, Indians, and
everybody else abandoned the reservationB, there was left of the crop::~ ou the
upper rescrvatinn below Big Stone lake about 4,000 bushels of potatoes and
little jf any corn, and on the lower reservation about 15,000 bushels of potatoes
and 2,000 buBhels of corn. \V e have no defiuite accounts from Bjg Stone lake,
but doubtless the Indians gathered their crops there.
:Much of the lumber was left uninjured ut the lower agency, and the iron,
.steel, stores and ploughs there were very little damaged. 'l'he lumber and
stores were used adYantagcously by General Sibley's command, and the general's direction that all prorerty not needed by his command should be properly
cared for.
.
As I had of a reasonable necessity to abandon the agency and place myself
n the care of the army, I felt anil realized that I had little to say or do, and
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tried to say or do as little as possible, except to obey orders. I felt that I was
fundus rjji,·io, :mel yielded tbe practical control of nffa.ir:-> to Major General
Pope, by whose authority I exp''Ct every reasonnble account will be given of
the property tnken po:3s(:ssion of by the army. Indeed, ull the property takPn
possession of by General SiblPy was needed by his commancl to such an extent tln.t he lnd to take it or allow his men to Ruffer, and I certainly would not,
even if I had believed th·lt I hacl the power, have objected to the appropriation
of any property on th'J rc::;ervatiom to the u::~c and comfort of the gallant men
who so promptly rus1wcl to arms at their cunntry's call. But what is propPrty
lost in comp.tri::;on with the precions lives ('Xting·ui::.hcc1, with the anguish, sorrow
ancl heart drsohtion entailed by this horrible outbreak 1
:E'or a long time I have ende:wored to secure an accurate account of the number of those killed and missing since the outbreak. Up to this time, strange as
it may seem, I am only able to furnish an approximate statement of the number.
I believe the fullowing will prove very nearly correct:
CITIZE~S

In
In
In
In

MASSACRED.

Renville county, including reservn.tions.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Dakota 'rcrritory, including Big Stone lake......... . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Brown county, including Lake Shetek...... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
the other frontier counties. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

221
32
204
187

Total. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

644

SOLDIERS

KILLED IN BATTLE.

Lower Sioux ferry, Captain Marsh's command....... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Fort Ridgley and New Ulm.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Birch Coolie.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
l!-,ort Abercrombie, Acton, Forest City, Hutchison, and other places, including Wood lake ( 4)........................ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

24
29
23

Total.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Add citizens... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

93
644

Aggregate . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

737

17

Here, then, we have seven hundred and thirty-seven persons who, I am convinced, have been killed by the Indians. :More there may be, and I think there
arc yet. I confine myself to the facts which I have; are they not enough 1
Most, say two-third~. of this number were full-grown men and boys over twelve
years of age, the rest women ancl children-the mother, the maiden, the little
boy or girl, and the innocr>nt i.1fant. Is it not enough 1 I Rhall now proceed
to consider the question, \Vhat shall be done with the Sioux Indians, nud what
policy shall be adopted towards them 1 This, is indeed, a serious matter-one
which I approach not without serious misgivings n.s to my ability to answer it,
so much of vital importance alike to the whites and the Indians being dependent upon its solution.
vVhilst I must confine myself to the Sioux, I cannot keep out the fact. that
what is g·cnerully true of the Sioux is also generally true of all our other Indian tribes.
Since the outbreak countless theories have been advanced on this subject.
Extermination, rn:u;sacn', bani::.hment, torture, huddling together, killing with
small-vox, poison, and kindness, have all been proposed. r.rheories preposterous, barbarous, inhuman, puerile, impracticable, thoughtless, have been ad-

,.

REPORT OF THE

SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR.

409

vanced and dilated upon. Some have been r~a:::onable, and some fair, but none
JUst rigM. Ah! there is the trouble, to get the right theory and the correct practice of it. Can I accomplish this 1 I much fear I cannot. I do wish that I
or some one Clse coultl. All I can hope to do is to approximate, to "try."
When we look this subject in the face, I take it few will conteud seriously that
the Sioux and all the other Indians can be "extcrminaf('(l" just now. Exterminate is a severe, a terrible word-much easier written than put into practical
operation. rl'hen I leave "extennination." And may we not be carcfnl to inquire ·whether it would be expedient, right or practicable, to place all tl1e Sioux,
Chippewas, and 'Vinnebagoes, on Isle Rojall Is not this, ·when undisguised,
a proposition for a "Killanny cat" fight on an extensive scale 1 rro one who
knowf; anything of the relations of the Sioux and ClujJpewas, it docs seem so.
It may be wise, sound, and en'n Christian, but I must confess my inability to
see it in any such light. Nor can I see the v,risdom of the one" Indian State"
theory, where all the Indians are to be congregated in one body politic. It is
a splendid tlwory, but it will not work in practice; it is· but the Isle Rrjal
theory on a huge scale. If the thing were practicable, if the Indians could
ever all be "got tltere," then I would stop to urgue its proprif'ty; but as it
cannot be and never will be accomplished, I leave it with Isle Rojal and
"extcrmi?:ation."
But then the Indians must leave the State of Minnesota, sayR one. So say
I, emphatically. 'l'he recent atrocities of the Sioux have so exasperated the
people of the State, as a body politic, that these people and the Sioux Indians
can never again exist together with safety or benefit to either in the same State
limits. 'l'he Indians must be sent out and kept out of the State, or for years
and years to come there can be no peace or security. Yet, true as it is, the
"remnant" of these Sioux must go somewhere, and something must be done
for them. Now where shall they be sent 1 As we cannot send them out of the
Urn'ted States, they must be settled in some State or some to-be State of "the
lJnion." rrhey are not desirable neighbors to white people generally, and they
will prove little better to one set of whites than to another. Hence it is believed, that the place wl1ere and the system wltir;/~ will conduce most effectually
to establish and keep up non-intercourse between the whites and the Indians,
under present circumstances, keeping in view the best interests of both, are
those which should be selected and adopted. 'l'he place to which the Sioux
ought to be 8ent should then be, as nearly as possible, an isolated one; not only
isolated now, but one which would promise to be easily kept isolated for as long
a time as possible. Besides isolation, other conditions should attach to the location. There should be sufficient arable land, wood, water, and pasturage,
and the place should, other· things being equal, be as near to some source of
supplies, both for the Indians and necessary troops, as possible, and it should
be healthful. Is there such a place 1 There may be, and doubtless are, many;
yet I know certainly of but one where all these conditions obtain to any reasonable extent.
rrhe Coteau des Prairie, or "the mountain," is an elevation or swell of the
vast prairie which spreads out northward, westward, and t:outhward, of Fort
Ridgley, toward Iowa, the Rocky mountains, and the British possessions.
This prairie mountain is, on an average, about eighteen miles distant from and
westward of Big Stone lake. l!'rom a point west of the foot of the lRke, and
nearly paraUel thereto, it extends northward about thirty miles to the "head
of the Coteau;" tl1is is, on an average, about twenty miles wide. Upon this end of
the Coteau there is a large quantity of good agricultural lands, and chains of
amalllakes are literally scattered all over it. 'l'hese lakes abound in fish, wild
fowls, and fur-bearing animals. rrimber sufficient for practical purposes is distributed on tho bapks of these lakes, and in the innumerabie "coolies" through
which flow numerous outlets of the lakes in their course into the J\Iinnesota,
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Red :mel Big Sioux rivers. This section of country is entirely surrounc1cc1 by
prairie, nucl for hundreds of miles iu every <lirection there is scarcely :my timber.
In f~lct I know of no section of our prairie country le::;s inviting to the emigrant
. than the surroundings of tl1i~ proposed Coteau reservation, which wonld embrace some seven hundred square miles. A more healthful region I think nowhere exists.
Here I would locate the remnant of the annuity Sioux of the l\Iississippi.
I say remnant, because of these six thous:md six lnmdrecl annuity Sioux, less
than four thousand will ever be got toge ther again on any reservntion, and
these will be for the most part women and children. General Sibley has uow
in his charge, including those condemned to be hanged, about 1,800; ancl of
.those, exclusive of the convicts, there arc only sixty men, and those mostly old
ones; thus it will be seen that of this 1,800 there arc over 1,500 women :md
.children, and only sixty men who can be permitted to go at large on a reservation. The remaining annuity Sioux, numberi1,g some 4,800, arc with the Y::mctonais and other nomadic bands, numbering 3,000 or 4,000, clonbtlcss banded
togethrr for hostile purposes, and must be caught before they are caged or cared
for. Until these arc severdy chastised, nothing can be clone with them. 'l'hcy
will never deliver themselves up as prisoners; to usc a vulgar expression, "that
is played out." They can now be taken by force or fine strategy alone. The
power of the government must be brought to bear upon them; tlu'.1J must be
wlujJped, coerced into obedience. After this is accomplished, few will be left to
put upon a reservation; many will he killed; more must perish from famine and
exposure, and the more desperate will flee and seek refuge on the plains or in
the mountains. Few except women and children cau be captured; and if they
should be, they never should be allowed to cause trouble again. A very small
reservation Ehould suffice for them.
Other and better locations may exist, but I know not of them. I simply recommend this one for consideration, firmly convinced that it has peculiar merits.
I ~nLmit it in good faith.
Let the Indians be located where you please, some policy must be adopted
townrcl them. \Vhat t<hall that policy bc1
\Vith all my feelings of cxn.speration against these savages, I cannot ,recommend other tlmn a humane policy; fi.rm, strong, and even severe it may be, yet,
allowing free scope for the exercise of wise humanity, the policy shoultl be
severely and strictly paternal in its general features, and adapted to the nature
.and wants of the Indians.
'l'he government should, then, at once abandon the treaty system, and in
lieu thereof take cltarge of the Incl:.ans as wards or children, not as lunatics or
madmen, and compd the Indians to snbmit to the authority of the government.
Let the idea be al.Jal tdoned in theory, as it has, indeed, been in fact, that
Incliaus arc an independent soYereign nation. 'l'rcat them just as we :find thcmnntutOied, unci\·ilized barbarians, savnges, yet as human beings not capable or
fit to manage their own affair;::, but yet susceptible of being prepared by culture
and ui:scipline to become in time, mt>n, citizens, safe and gooclncigltbors. Let a
simple, clear, and well digested code of law;; be adopted for their govcrnmz~nt,
in form and snbat:mcc such as the laws regulating the relations of parent and
child, gu trclian and ward, or teacher ancl pupil, and, of course, the mr>ans and
the pmar to enforce these laws, and to punish tlteir infractions, should be provided for, else the laws wonlcl be of no utility. More accurately, they would
11ot be laws unless they were operative and of force.
':this code of laws 8houlcl require the Indian 11ovicc to disarm and keep disa.rmcc1 till otherwise ordered; to abstain totally from the u:edicine, war, scalp,
and other barbarous, superRtitions, and bloody dances; to ('Scltcw pant and
feathers; in short, to abandon :mel throw away the accursed paraphernalia of
Indian war, murder, superstition, jugglery, and bigotry; and·, on the other
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hand, to adopt and practice the habits and customs of enlightened Christian
civilization ; and tlti:3 should be not only requi.1 eel and tang:ht, but rigidly enforcf'd. 'I'o this end tJw pious missionary of the cross :mel the devoted teacher
Bhoulcl be enco11rnged, protected, and sustained, and good, reliable, and sufficient
force of troop::> should always be on hand to prevent resistance and enforce
obedience. Unlc'ss this force is provided and kept on hand Tcady for any
emergency, aU the re::>t must go for naught.
l\Ioral suasion, sugar-plums, and the like, may be used in time of peace, and,
on proper occasions, to conciliate, to maintain friendly relations, mul all that;
but stern facts stare us in the facr, and this Indian outbreak and the "great
rebellion" have taught, or arc teaching· us, that force and hard blowR arc sometimes needed to l"nforce obedience to law; to quell riots and suppress rebellion.
How mnch the more and the better it would be to employ force to prccent aU
these, I fl.ubmit to others. "A r,titch in time saves nine," and "in time qf
peace pnJJm·e for war," are trite maximt~; but ho'v little do we herd them in
practice. Had these Lcen properly appreciated mtcl acted npou, our lndian
raid might have bern avoid('d, and the "great rebellion" prevented. Here let
us lcaru a lrsson for the future-let us always be prepared.
1f the annuity Sioux, and. such others a~ can Le safely placed among them,
should be located on the north end of the Coteau, as rrcommendcd, then the
entire space between the reservation :md the lake should be declared to be a
miiitary reservation, ancl this reservation should extend over the lake a sufficient distance to cover the coolies of timber on the eastern side of the lake, to
prevent settlements there, and to save the little timber there for the usc of the
troops. Indeed, I would surround the proposed Indian by a military reservation. l\Iilitary posts shonld then be established at such points as might be determined upon by sound military authority, with a view to keep the Indians on
their reservations, and. to keep the whites off the reservation for mutual pro·
tection. On this reservation, or such an one, I would place just as many Sioux
Indians as possible, provide them with the means 1·n l.:md, an(l tell them to till
the soil and earn their living by the sweat of their brow~, and compel them to
do it. As a general rule, pny them no money. Breal~ up entirely the old
trading syf'tcm, alike injurious to the trader :md the Indian, and have the
Indians furnished by the government with those things which they need for
their comfort and convenience, as a reward for labor performed, and not otlwrwise. EstabHsh a sufficient number of schools, and compel them to srud their
children to them. 1\Iany will work and send their children to school at the
outset; ancl when they find out that they must do it, all the rest will gradually
come up to their duty with the use of little or no compulsion. . Let the system
be voluntary to the greatest extent possible; bnt keep the force on hand, and
usc ·when nP-ccssary.
Some IndianA, indeed, such as Other Day, might even now be permitted to
settle among the whites, as far as mutual safety is concerned; but I doubt
much its expediency. Yet the fuct that snmc of them have become thus christianized and civilized establishes the possibility of civilizing aml christianizing
more of them, and fitting them to live among or in the neighborhood of white
men. To accomplish this ret~ult, the preparation of the Indians for life among
white men, whether he ever actually lives among· tlH·m or not, is the object to
be attained. 'l'o accomplish this, time, labor, patience, and system arc required,
Years, yen, centuries, it may take. Yet I think it can be done. I believe in it.
But while thi::~ is beiug clone, let it be kept in mind that the Indian must be
deprived of 1hc means of bringing irretrievable ruin upon himself, and of seriously injuring the wbitei\.
I am aware that tltis proposed system of diFmrming and forced good brhavior
will meet with many objections; but I am satisfied that it is rig·ht, and hence I
recommend it.
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One or two thing:'! must, in my opinion, happen : c1tlwr the entire race must
become extinct, or they must as::5imilate with the whites, and become p:ut of
the people, or, if not part ot' the people, at least friends of the people. U nle;,s
Indian nationality is aboli::;hed, the luc1iau race must, ere long, be known only
in history. Before the approach of the aggressive civilization of the age, unless
thry become a part of it, they must disappear.
rl'llC whitcf':, by merely keeping\the Indians in a state of semi-national subjection and protection, may over~ wrlow them, and, after a few outbreaks or
raids, witness the last remnant of thiB people melt away as the last snow-flakes
melt away before the spring sun. Yet I do believe that this great nation in its
strength can and will adopt a system which will, in the end, induce some of
them, yea, many, to be of us and among us-citizens, neig·hbors, and friends,
adopting our habits, SI_Jcaking our language, and worsl1ipping the God of our
P..tthers. Poor fellows ! "\Vbilst I hate and am exasperated at their Teccnt
atrocities, yet I cannot but pity them wltCn I reflect that God, our common
father, made them for some wise purpose ouly known to himself. \Vhile I
would be severe with them, yet I would be just, even generous.
\Vhile I thus plead for a humane policy, I d_o uot forget that the guilty
Indians should be puuisl1ed. Those who have wantonly killed, massacred, and
tortured the whites, should not be permitted to live; and this not as a matter of
revenge or hate, liut as a matter of stern justice. \Vhenever Indians on a large
or email scale commit crimes, they should be promptly punished. A failnrc: to
do this heretofore has been very unfortunate, in my humble opinion. I will
give one instance only, although there are hundreds. In the winter of the year
1857 the Sioux Indians massacred some fifty persons at Spirit lake, and took
several female captives. Yet not one qf tlte Indians engaged in tltis massacre
was ever punisltcd.
It was all charged to Ink-pa-duta, and allowed to pass. rrhe Indians interpreted this action, or rather non-action of the government, thus: "The whites
either have not the ability or the inclination to punish m-which, we are not
sure ; but we are not satisfied that they will not punish us." Thus they reasoned, and kei_Jt on committing depredations, and were never punished. This
was all wrong. At the time of this Spirit-lake massacre, tlte power of the
government to punish the guilty should have been exhibited and exercised.
~very guilty Indian should have been punished-should have suffered the just
penalty of his crimes. Had this been done, then I believe that our Tecent outbreak would never have occurred.
I sincerely hope that no falt"c philanthropy or morbid sentimentalism will
ever cause a repetition of the course pursued by the government in regard to
the SI_Jirit-lake massacre).
But I mnst close this long report. It is 11ot what I hacl desired it should be;
but yet I hop~ it mrty do some good. \Vith this hope I submit it, in its
present imperfect aml crude state.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

rl'HOl\IAS J. GALBUAITH,
Sioux Agent.
CLARK

"\V.

THOMPSON,

Esq.,

Superintendtnt qf lndwn Affairs, St. Paul, 1Hinnesota.

No. 145.
AGENCY OF THE CHIPPEWAS OF LAKE SUPEIUOR,

Ba.IJ}ir.:ld, TVisconsin, October 1, 1863.
SIR: I have the honor to submit herewith my third annual report of the con-

dition of the Indians within this agency.
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RED CLIFf' RESERVATION.

Considerable progress has been made by the Indians on this rrFerve. There
have been erected t<'n houses, during the past year, and nearly one hundred acres
of land cleared. The Indians manifest considerable pride in fencing garden
spots, and clearing up neatly about their houses. They have also whitewashed
all their houses, the past year, and raised good crops of potatoes, notwithstanding the dronght of tbe last season. Three of the chiefs from other reservations
have located ou this reserve, with portions of their bands, and many others will
follow their example in the Etpring.
I regret to say that the school has not been attended with regularity during
the past two quarters; many things have occurred to prevent a regular attendance. On the 1st of October I secured the services of L. E. l\fontfer:anu,
teacher, (he formerly taught an Indian mission at L'Anse,) and I hope to be
able to make more favorable reports hereafter, concerning the condition of tho
schooL I refer to the reports of Mr. O'Brien, teacher, previous to October l,
for statistics as to the attendance and progress.
rl'hc saw-mill located on thiR reserve has been in successful operation during
a portion of the past year, and has :mpplied all the actual requirements of the
Indians for lumber, on all the reservations, which are accessible. rnw enlargement of this reservation, as proposed by the honorable Secretary of the Interior,
will undoubtculy induce m:my of the ~cattering Indians to settle here. Being
located on the lake shore, it affords choice fishing facilitieP, which is one of the
· most desirable ends to be accomplished in locating Indians, fish being their
chief article of sustenance.
BAD RIVER RESERVATION.

This is a large reservation, and is located about 15 miles from this place, on
the lake shore. The settlement where most of the Indians have located is
about fiyc miles from the lake, on Bad river. The land of this reservation is tho
best of any in this whole section of country, and is much better adapted to agricultural purposes than :my of the other reservations under my supervision.
1'hc farmer, James A. \Vilson, has made many improvements during the past
year; I beg leave to call attention to hiH report, submitted herewith.
'l'he settlement whrrc the Indians arc located has been fenced, str~etf\ graded,
and the place presents the appearance of a neat village. :E'ormerly it has been
almost impossiulc to prevent the Indians from destroying the fences, but for the
past year they have greatly improved in this respect, and ·manifested much
pride in all their improvements, and arc also ·willing, and even anxious, to procure some employment. 'l'hc location of this re;;crvation, on the lake shore,
affording, as it does, fishing facilities, the adaptation of the soil to agricultural
purposes, and the abundance of maple gwves for sugar-making, all contribute
to render it one of the most desirable reservations within this agency, and
eventually it must so commend itself to the intelligence ofthc Indian::;, that those
from the interior will locate thereon. I can sec the most markeu improvement
in the habits of many of the Indians residing on this and the Reu Cliff reservations during the past two years. 'l'hc day school is under the charge of the A.
B. 0. F. l\1., anc1 I refer to the quarterly reports of the teachers for statistics in
the attenuance and progress of the pupils.
GRAND PORTAGE RESERVATION

Is locateu on the north shore of Lake Superior, a distance from this place of
one hundred miles. 1 have visited these Indians but once during the past year,
which was on the occasion of the annuity payment on September 5. Several
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new"'lwuses have been constructed, and tho improvement among the Indians,
although not m::trkod, has been commendable.
The school is under the charge of Ur. Ilogncy, assisted by his wife. He
reports for the tldrd quarter of 1863, forty-three cbilJren taught iluring the
qu1.rtcr; average daily attendance fifteen; number of days tho school was taught
during the quarter, seventy-five. ·Mr. Hegncy is faithful to tho interests of the
Indians. ~rho soil on this reservation is good, and produces tlv~ root crops in
abundance, :mJ of a choice quality. Fi~h are most abundant at all seasons, and
among the best in the world.
VERl\llLLION LAKE

RESERVATJO~

Is oceupied by the Bois Fort bands of Chippewas of Lake Superior. These
Indians follow tho chase for a livelihood. Game is abundant, and the furs collected by them are of a fine quality. rrhey cultivate the potato crop-each
family u::mally rai~ing a supply for their own use, which is the sum and substance of their agricultural pursuits. Being located on the border of the British
provinces, and in communication with the traders of the Hudson Bay Company,
fears were entertained by many that they might prove disloyal, but they have
uniformly expressed a desire to live on friendly terms with their white brethren,
and are entirely loyal in their feelings towards their Great Father.
FOND DU LAC RESERVATION.

'rho same disagreement exists among the Indians which was noticed in my la~t .
report. Nau-gon-ob, the oldest and most influential chief among the Fond du
Lac band:->, has removed to the Red Cliff reservation, has been assisted to erect
a house, and is busily engaged in clearing land, and making himself a comfortn.ble
home. Several members of his ba.nd have also accompanied him, and others
will follow the coming spring.
It is perceptible that there has been no improvement among the Fond duLac
Indian::; during the p 1st two ye.ua ; on the contrary, they are becoming poorer
· each year. The m..tin cause is the whiskey traffic, which is carried on wii.hout
restraint.
'I'hc payment >vas m1.de at Fond du Ln.c, on September 14. On the night of
the 15th, after I had left, the Indians got drunk, anJ. in a fight am~ng themselves
three of their num bcr were killed, including one chief. I desire to express many
obligations to the O:ttholic missionary, Reverend J ohu Ohebul, for his efforts in
assisting me in the suppression of the whiskey traffic, and for hi::; incessant labors
for the welfare of U10se Indians. He is devoted to his calling, and has accomplished much good.
Every effort on my part, as well as the deputy United States marshal, was
made to find evidence of the sale of whiskey to the Iudians, but without success.
LAC COURTE O'RElLLbi RESERVATWN.

This reservation is located about 100 miles from this place, in the interior of
the State, ncar the headwaters of the Chippewa river.
The stipulations of" the treaty of 18t34 gave them three townships of land for
a re8crvation, tlw boundaries to be defined under 1ito direction of the President.',.
During the past year, the exterior boundary lines of the reservation have
been d~fiue:::t anu pi duly m·trkcJ, to the satisfaction of the Indians.
The blaclu:mith, 1\Ir. 0<1lkius, reports th<tt con"iderablc labor has been performed. by the Indians on the reservation, in cultivating the soil.
LAC DE FLAMBEAU RESERVATION

Is located about 12(). miles from here, nea:t: the headwaters of the Wisconsin
river. The boundary lines of the reservation have been plainly marked out by
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:t snrveyor during· the past year, aG per stipulations of treaty of 1854.
A E:mith
shop, house ann barn h<Lve bQen erected, and I have seemed the E:ervices of 1\fr.
William Bradford as their blacksmith; he has been laboring for them since
April last, :mel has given satisfaction to the Indians.
I beg leave to call your attention to the report of Doctor Smith, regarding
the health of the Indians.

CONSOLIDATION.
During the past year a delegation of the chiefs from this agency visited
Washington, :uul mnch was said to them by the honorable Secretary of the
Interior, anc1 the honorable Commissioner of Inilian Af[tirs, urging upon them
the wi::;clom of selecting one or two re-s ervations and consolidating thereon.
'rhe Lenefits were fully explained, and understood by the chief::;; but, upon
presenting· the su1ject to their young men, on their return, they found them
averse to any change. Jn my judgment, the voluntary removal ofthese IncJians
to the reservations located on the lake will be the work of time.
The Indians from the interior, ·who come into the lake reservation~ for pnyment, expre3s thmn;,elves mach pl a'eu at the improved appearance of the re.:;ervations, aud m:::tny promise to relinqui>5h their form~r nDcJe of life, and to remove
to the lake reservations, and cultivute the soil and build houses, but the promise
is for~otten in the excitement of the hunt. Ga,me is growing more scarce rach
year, and at no distant day the Indians will be compelled to resort to the culLivatiou of the soil fur subsistence.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
L. E. WEBB,
U. S. Indian Agent.
Colonel CLARK "\V. THOMP~ON,
~uperinterulent of Indian A.if'uirs, St. Paul, Minnesota.

No. 146.
BAYFIELD, October 28, 1863.
SIn: I herewith submit my third annual report on the sanitary condition of
the Lake Superior Chippewa Indians under my charge.
A portion of the p·tst year ·was attended with more sickness than I have ever
seen in thi8 loca1ity. It was principally during the months of January, Febrnary, andl\Iarch, that the most sickness occurred, which are generally regarded
here as the most healthy months in the year. We usually look for and expect
a uniform cold and dry winter, Lut the last was an exception to the general
rule. 1 1 hc weather was remarkably mild and warm during a large portion of
the winter, with fi·equent and sudden changes iu temperature, which was undoubtedly the cause of so much ~:ickness during the period na,rnecl. Quite n.
number of cases proved fatal, especially in those predisposed to phthisis pulmonalis.
'rlw diseases ·were mostly pneumonia, acute bronchitis, and erysipelas; especi~tlly tile two former.
.
lt i6 a difficult and perplexing business to attend an Indian laboring under an
attack of acute disea'le. He thinks medicine should cure him without any care
or pnulence or his part. One great trouhle is in getting them to adopt a suitaLle diet aml remai11 quietly in the house; they will go out, if possible, no matter how unpleasant the weather may be.
They have a great clesire for medicine, and it is a difficult matter to persuade
hem of the folly and iujury of constantly dosing themselves. :For instance, a
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young, healthy, and robust Indian came to the office a short time since, and
requested three or fonr kinds of cathartic medicines. I inquired of him why
he wanted so much medicine? He assured me, with a self-satisfied and triumphant air, "I have never been sick a day in my life; and the reason is, I take
physic every day." 'rhey think, if medicine will cure, it will also act' as a
preventive to all forms of disease.
I am happy to report that during the past year I have not seen a recent case
of i"yphilis. Gonorrhrea, however, very frequently claims and receives my
.attention.
Very truly, your obedient servant~
V. Sl\HTH, III. D.
General L. E. 'VEBB,
United States Indian Agent.

No. 147.
BAD RIVER INDIAN RESERVATIO:V,

October 9, 1863.
SIR: I would respectfully submit the following report of farming operations
()n this reservation for the past year.
The forty acres of land which was cleared, fenced, and broken last year, I
l1acl thoroughly dragged in the f:pring, and fifteen acres planted with potatoes,
ten acres sowed with oats, and the balance sowed with turnips and divided into
small patchcf;, which were cultivated by the Indians.
'rhe potatoes were planted in good season and well hoed twice, but, owing to
the severe f1rought in the months of June and July, which seriously affected tho
cloddy condition of the soil, and the severe frosts of the season, which cut down a
portion of them t-wice, the yield will not be as large as though the season had
been more f:worable. I have dug about one acre, from whi,ch I have taken one
hundred and sixty bushels, which will probably be more than an average. It
is safe to estimate the total product at two thousand bushels.
'l'he oats were also injured by the drought, but 1 think the yield will be from
Dne hundred and fifty to two hundred bushels. I am removing all the roots
and st11mps, and shall have the land ploughed this fall; it will then be in fino
condition, and I shall be much disappointed if I cannot render a favorable report from it one year hence.
The soil is of excellent quality, and will produce fine grass.
During the year I have enclosed about fifteen acres with a neat, substantial
board f:mce, which is divided into village lots, and comprises the gardens of
many of those who are located in the immediate vicinity of the govemment
buildings, som::: of whom cultivate fair gardens, which contributes largely to
their sustenance through the winter.
I have .also graded the streets and built some bridges, which adds very much
to the convenience and appearance of the place.
YV e shaH enclose the cemetery this fall with a ne<1rly painted board fence,
which will be a source of gratification to the Indiaus, as they show marked re·
spect to their dead.
I have just completed a root-house, 24 by 27 on the inside, which will "Qe
large enough to secure all the vegetables raised this year.
I think there is a sufficient quantity of hay to subsist the stock on the
reservation during an ordinary winter season. The earlier months of the past
.season were remarkably dry, and the fire destroyed many of their meadows.
Some eighteen houses have been built on the reservation during the past two
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years, which, with the liberal expenditure of money on other improvements,
has given employment to a great number, giving them a practical illustration
of the benefits of labor over their old custom of procuring a living.
In my opinion, the policy adopted by you is highly beneficial to them, and I
think I can see a perceptible improvement. Almost all are anxious to work
where they can see an immediate benefit to themselves, and many are desirous
of procuring stock, and begin to feel the necessity of fencing to secure their
m·ops. In fact, they show much more respect for the improvements than could
be expected.
It has been remarked by some of the missionaries who have resided on the
reservation for twenty years, that more has been done for the Indians within
the past two years than all that has been done heretofore by the government.
:Many feel this with pride, and it will have the tendency to stimulate them to a
useful activity in providing for their wants.
It is not so much the lack of disposition to labor that retards their progress,
as the want of proper foresight in its direction and economy in taking care of
what they secure.
I am, sir, very respectfully yours,
JAMES A. WILSON,
Government Farmer.
General L. E. WEBB,
United States Indian Agent, Bayfield, TVisconsin.

No. 148.
DEPARTMENT OF THE L~TF.RIOR,

Office if Indian Affai?·s, April 8, 1863.
SIR: Messrs. Chouteau, jr., & Co. have proposed te emigrate the Sioux of the
Mississippi and the Winnebago Indians to the Missouri river, at any point not
exceeding one hund1·ed miles distant from Fort Randall, for $25 per head, and
ten cents per day f<ll.· subsistence during the time necessarily engaged in the
journey.
This proposition the department had determined to accept; but before the
proposed contract was executed, information was received from St. Louis by
telegraph that the department could procure the performance of the services at
a greatly reduced price. (Copies of the telegram are herewith.)
Under these circumstances it has been determined not to execute the contract
with the Messrs. Chouteau until further inquiry has been made at St. Louis,
which I am directed by the Secretary of the Interior to direct you to perform;
and as it is absolutely necessary that no time should be lost in the emigrating
these Indians, you are also charged with the execution of the contract for their
removal. A form of the contract is herewith, which you will have executed in
triplicate, one copy of which you will retain, one will be delivered to the contractors, and the other forwarded to this department. The performance of the
contract will be secured by the execution of a bond with security. (A blank
bond is herewith for the purpose.)
In the exercise of the discretion with which you are herewith invested, you
will bear in mind that the interests of the government require an immediate performance of the services; and I advise you to give the preference to parties
proposing to contract who have the mea,ns of performing their undertaking, and
will not necessarily have to rely upon under-letting their contract, or relying
upon others for its performance. 'l'he contract is one that will require the personal supervision of the party contracting, and you are advised not to entertain
the proposition of any but known responsible persons, capable of performing
27
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their contracts, and who, in your judgment, will be likely to perform their undertakings, and that without delay. The terms proposed in the telegram of Mr.
Able (to start the lOth of May) will not do. A delay until that time will prevent the emigrants from making a crop the approaching season, which is regarded
as most important to them and the government.
As the law requires that the Winnebagoes must be peaceably removed if removed at all, and as it is well known that they are very reluctant to leave their
present homes, the contractor or contractors must understand that they are to
take all risk, and in case the Indians refuse to go, that no claim for damages
against the United States will be allowed or entertained .
. Proposals for removing either tribe separately will not be regarded with as
much favor as for the removal of all, for the removal of one without the other
would greatly embarrass the department in selecting homes, making improvements, and sending supplies and annuities up the Missouri river.
As soon as you shall make the contract for their emigration, you will purchase
a proper supply of farming implements for the Sioux, to enable them to commence agriculture upon favorable terms, and to open their new homes, which you
will also select.
Instructions of a more specific nature will be made out upon the matter last
named, and sent to you at St. Louis in time for your duties.
You will also find herewith the form of an oath, which by law is required to
be taken by the contractor, and returned with the contract.
Your compensation while engaged in this service will be according to the
commutation usual under similar circumstances.
Very respectfully,
WILLIAM P. DOLE, Commissioner.
By CHARLES E. MIX, Chiif Clerk.
QLARK W. THOMPSON, Esq.,
Superintendent qf Indian Affairs, present.

No. 149.
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,

Office qf lndian Ajj'airs, April 9, 1863.
SIR: As indicated in my letter to you of the 8th instant, in 1·elation to the
removal of the Sioux of the Mississippi and the Winnebagoes, I herewith submit
for your guidance such suggestions in relation to the purchase of farming implements, provisions, and other articles, with a list of the same, as have occurred to
me as essential in properly establishing said Indians in their new homes, viz:
One steam saw-mill and fixtures, including a set of millstones for grinding
corn, and the necessary attachments.
25 corn ploughs.
10 breaking ploughs.
100 ox yokes and chains, with extra bows.
500 grubbing hoes, handled.
10 hanows.
50 scythes and snaths.
1 box scythe-stones.
250 best Collins's axes, light and handled.
20 grindstones, medium size.
100 spades and shovels.
~ dozen whip saws.
~ dozen cross-cut saws.
4 dozen augers, (assorted,) with handles.
4 dozen chisels and handles.
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300' hatchets.

2 dozen hammers.
2·00 drawing knives.
l 00 trowels.
250 gimlets.
~dozen
~ dozen

pick-axes, handled.
crowbars.
:} dozen broadaxes, light and handled.
4 dozen handsaws.
4 dozen iron squares.
8 dozen three-cornered files.
~dozen saw-sets.
4 dozen flat, bastard, and horseshoe files.
25 cast-iron bake-ovens.
100 small camp kettles.
2 sets blacksmiths' tools.
In addition to the foregoing list, you are authorized to purchase such quantities
of the following articles as in your judgment will be required, viz: nails, iron,
steel, doors, glazed sash, garden seeds, onion seeds, (sufficient for, say two or three
acres for each tribe.) turnip seeds, flat rutabaga, tobacco seed, pumpkin, squash,
watermelon, muskmelon, and cucumber seeds, &c., &c. A sufficient quantity of
potatoes, and of the best variety of early corn, should also be purchased for
planting.
As the Indians must necessarily be subsisted for a considerable length of time
after their arrival at their new homes, you will also be charged with the purchase
of the necessary amount of provisions, such as pork, flour, salt, corn, corn-meal,
beef, &c., &c. These provisions should be purchased as near the place of delivery as practicable, and only in such quantities as will be sufficient for the
subsistence of the Indians until such time as contracts for the delivery of larger
quantities can be made with responsible parties, and submitted to this office for
approv:al.
You are also authorized to employ two blacksmiths and strikers, also six
ordinary carpenters, with their tools. These employes should accompany the
expedition, and remain with the Indians as long as their services may be required.
Houses will be required immediately for the Indians, and the whites who may
be employed among them. You are also directed to provide for the construction of·
these, but whatever structures you may make should be of a permanent character.
The peculiar character of this service is such that I find it impossible to give·
you detailed instructions as to all the duties which may devolve upon you, and
must, therefore, to a very great extent, rely upon your discretion.
The general supervision of the emigration of the Indians is intrusted to you,
and you are expected to provide for such exigencies as may arise while they
are en route, and also to adopt such measures for establishing them in their new
homes as may be necessary, and not inconsistent with the general features of the·
plan as indicated above.
In conclusion, I have to direct that the most' rigid economy be observed in alt
your operations, and that you make frequent reports of your progress, and in.
every instance, when practicable, confer with this department before making contracts or incurring liabilities, except as herewith directed. And further, that yoUl
submit from time to time an estimate of the amount of funds you will require,,
stating where and when you desire to have them deposited.
Very respectfully,

WILLIAM P. DOLE,
CLARK

w. THOMPSON,

Superintendent

of Indian

Commissioner of Indian A.ffairst.
Per CHARLES E. MIX, Chiif Clerk ..
Affairs.
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No. 150.
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,

Office qf Indian Ajj'airs, April 10, 1863.
SIR: I am directed by the Secretary of the Interior to forward to you the
enclosed copy of an act passed at the late session of Congress for the removal
of the Winnebago Indians.
Owing to the hostile feelings of the whites in Minnesota toward the Winnebago Indians, and the alleged determination of the settlers, by every means in
their power, not only to prevent them from remaining within the State, but
from leaving their reservation for any purpose whatever until their final
removal. it is deemed for the best interests of all parties, and probably as indispensably necessary in order to avoid collision and bloodshed, that the Indians
should be at once disarmed.
You will, therefore, take from them all their guns, rifles and pistols, carefully
labelling them with the names of their respective owners, and cause them to be
securely boxed up and sent to Mankato, for transportation to the new homes of
their owners on the Missouri river, where, upon their arrival, they will be returned to them.
You will also take care that all agricultural implements, blacksmith, carpenter
and other tools, all office furniture, and whatever else belonging to the United
States that will bear transportation, are also removed to Mankato, to be in readiness for shipment at the earliest moment. The utter impossibility, in view of
the feeling towards them on the part of the settlers above alluded to, of the Indians remaining on their present reservation in peace., has hitherto deterred the
department from making the improvements there which were contemplated and
provided for by a former act of Congress. The enclosed act virtually forbids
it, and now they cannot be made.
It has thus become the duty of the President to set about their removal, and
he has determined to locate them on the Missouri river, somewhere within a
hundred miles of Fort Randall, where, it is not doubted, they will be secure
from any danger or intrusion from whites. Localities may be found there where
they can be established with a river front, and abundance of timber for all useful purposes, with a rich and productive soil, easy of cultivation, and where they
can, with proper efforts, live happily. They will be secured from intrusion
from the whites, on the one side by the river, and on the other by the Coteau
de Prairie, which, being without sufficient timber or water to invite settlement,
will also afford them the advantages of perpetual and ample pasturage.
Colonel Thompson, the superintendent of Indian affairs, has already gone
forward to make the proper selection for their new homes, and to purchase
farming implements, animals, seeds, and to engage artisans and laborers to build
them houses and open farms, so as to make them more comfortable than they
have ever yet been; everything will be done for their welfare, and they will be
greatly advantaged by the change. rrhey will not only not be required to pay
anything for the land they will occupy, but will receive, in such form as will
best advance their interests, the proceeds from the sale of their present homes.
:You will explain the accompanying act of Congress to the Indians, at the proper
time, and the advantages that will result to them from an early compliance
therewith, and direct all your energies to that end.
You should prepare a correct and full inventory of all their movable effects,
and another embracing whatever cannot be economically transported to their
new homes, either by land or water, so that it may be sold for their benefit, and
properly accounted for.
Colonel 'l'hompson has been authorized and instructed to contract for the
transportation of the Indians by steamboats, and for their subsistence, together
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with one hundred pounds of freight for each soul. Much of their property, such
as cattle, ponies, wagons, &c., might, perhaps, be moved across the country at
a later period, say about the middle of June; but of that you and they can best
determine.
I am well aware of the reluctance of the w1nnebagos to abandon their present
reservation, and regret the necessity of their so doing; but I am equally satisfied
the provision which is being made for them will be for their benefit, and you
will fail in no effort to convince them of it. You will assure the chiefs and headmen of the tribe that the President entertains no unkind feeling towards them,
but that his action in the premises is a necessity imposed upon him by Congress, and that he will omit nothing which it may be in his power to do to promote their welfare and happiness. Success in this delicate and important movement will, in a great measure, depend upon the tact and judgment which you
shall bring to bear in its accomplishment, and the department does not doubt
but that your best judgment and energies will be promptly and zealously given
the subject.
This is sent under cover to Superintendent rrhompson, now at St. Louis,
Missouri, in order that he may accompany it with such further suggestions or
information as to the details of the arrangements with which he has been charged
as he may deem necessary and proper.
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
WILLIAM P. DOLE, Commissioner.
By CHARLES E. MIX, Chief Clerk.
Lieutenant A. D. BALCOMB, Esq.,
Winnebago Agency, Minnesota.
No. 151.
AN ACT for the removal of the Winnebago Innians, and for the sale of their reservation
in Minnesota for their benefit.

Be it enacted by the Senate and rlouse qf Representatives qf tl~e United
States cif America in Congress assembled, That the President of the United
~Hates is authorized to assign to and set apart for the Winnebago Indians a
tract of unoccupied land, beyond the limits of any State, in extent at least
equal to their diminished reservation, the same to be well adapted for agricultural purposes. And it shall be lawful for the President to take such steps as
he may deem proper to effect the peaceful and quiet removal of the said Indians
from the State of Minnesota, and to settle them upon the lands which may be
assigned to them under the provisions of this act.
·
SEc. 2. And be it fu'rtl~er enacted, That upon the removal of the said Indians
from the reservation where they now reside, it shall be the duty of the Secretary of the Interior to cause each legal subdivision of the said lands to be appraised by discreet persons to be appointed by him for that purpose, and in each
instance where there are improvements upon any legal subdivision of said lands,
the improvements shall be separately appraised. But no portion of the said
lands shall be subject to pre-emption, settlement, entry or location, under any act
of Congress, unless the party pre-empting, settling upon, or locating any portion
of said lands shall pay therefor the full appraised value thereof, including the
value of the said improvements, under such regulations as hereinafter provided.
SEc. 3. And be itfurtker enacted, 1'hat after the appraisal of the said reservation, the same shall be opened to pre-emption, entry and settlement in the
same manner as other public lands. : P rovidcd, 11 hat before any person shall be
entitled to enter any portion of the said lands by pre-emption or otherwise,
previous to their exposure to sale to the highest bidder at public outcry, he
shall become an actual bona fide settler thereon, and shall conform to all the
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regulations now provided by law in cases of pre-emption, and shall pay, within
the term of one year from the date of his settlement, the full appraised value of
the land and the improvements thereon, to the land officers of the district where
the said lands are situated. And tj1e portion of the said reservation which may
not be settled upon as aforesaid may be sold at public auction as other public
lands are sold, after which they shall be subject to sale at private entry, as
other public lands of the United States, but no portion thereof shall be sold for
a sum less than their appraised value before the first of January, anno Domini
eighteen hundred and sixty-five, nor for a less price than one dollar and twentyfive cents per acre, unless otherwise provided by law: Provided, That where
improvements have been made upon said lands by persons authorized by law to
trade with said Indians, the value of such improvements, or the price for which
the same may be sold, shall be paid to the parties making the same; and in case
the land upon which such improvements shall have been made shall be purchased by the parties making the same, at the appraised value as aforesaid, the
value of the improvements so made by him shall form no part of the purchase
price to be paid for said land.
SEc. 4. And be it furtlter enacted, That the lands of said Indians which
have been set apart for the payment of the debts of the eaid Indians shall be
sold on sealed bids, for the best price the same will bring; but no bids shall be
received for said lands until the first day of January, anno Domini eighteen
hundred and sixty-five, for less than two dollars and fifty cents per acre. Bids
shall be received for tracts of quarter sections, and for such tracts, conforming to
the government surveys less than one hundred and sixty acres, as will secure the
largest price for said lands. The Secretary is authorized to receive in payment
of said lands certificates of indebtedness of said Indians, issued by the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, for the debts of said Indians secured to be paid out of
the sale of said lands by the third article of the treaty of the said Indians with
the United States, concluded at vYashington on the fifteenth day of April,
eighteen hundred and fifty-nine. The money arising from the sale of their said
lands, after paying the indebtedness required by said treaty to be paid, shall be
paid into the treasury of the United States, and shall be expended as the same
is received, under the direction of the Secretary of the Interior, in necessary
improvements upon their new reservation; and it shall be the duty of the Secretary of the Interior to allot to said Indians, in severalty, lands which they
may respectively cultivate and improve, not exceeding eighty acres to each head
of a family other than to the chiefs, to whom larger allotments may be made,
which lands, when so allotted, shall be vested in said Indian and his heirs, without the right of alienation, and shall be evidenced by patent.
SEc. 5. And be itfurtlter enacted, That the money to be annually appropriated for the benefit of the said Indians shall be expended in such manner as
will, in the judgment of the President, best advance the said Indians in agricultural and mechanical pursuits, and enable them to sustain themselves without
the aid of the government. And in such expenditure, reasonable discrimination
may be made in favor of the chiefs who shall be found faithful to the government of the United States, and efficient in maintaining its authority and the
peace of the Indians. Said Indians shall be subject to the laws of the United
States and to the criminal laws of the State or Territory in which they may
happen to reside. They shall also be subject to such rules and regulations for
their government as the Secretary of the Interior may prescribe; but they shall
be deemed incapable of making any valid civil contract with any person other
than a native member of their tribe, without the consent of the President of the
United States. The Secretary of the Interior shall also make reasonable provision for the education of said Indians, according to. their capacity and the
means at his command.
Approved, February 21, 18G3.
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No. 152.
SAINT Lours, April 28, 1863.
SIR: In your instructions to me concerning the removal and location of the
Sioux and Winnebago Indians, you require me to report to the department as
often as practicable; I therefore beg leave herein to report progress.
After I had let the contract for the emigration of the Indians, I, as directed
by your instructions, purchased a steam engine, saw-mill, and portable mill for
grinding grain.
·
With the engine I purchased extra wheels, :flues, water-pipe, belting, and engineer's tools, hammers, wrenches, screw-plate, &c.
With the saw-mill I have extra feedw-heels, extra belts, ]ace leather, belt
punches, saw-sets, files, &c., &c., and also a bull wheel for hauling in logs, a
coil of rope for hauling up logs, two log carts, and a coil of rope for rafting. I
also purchased a twenty-four inch circular saw and table, and :fixtures prepared
for sawing shingles.
In order to run the saw-mill advantageously I have employed one engineer,
one assistant engineer, one sawyer, one assistant sawyer, two tail sawyers, two
men to handle lumber, two teamsters, eight lumbermen, (to cut and saw logs,)
two raftmen.
·
I have employed the assistant engineer, assistant sawyer, and one extra tail
sawyer, so that the mill can be run night and day until we shall have lumber
enough on hand to keep all the mechanics at work; and they have but common
wages, and agree to do any other kind of work demanded of them. For the
portable grain-mill I have employed a man capable of running and keeping it
in repair, who is also to do any other work when the mill is not running.
For the 24-inch circular saw I have employed a man on the same conditions.
I have employed but three regular carpenters ; this is but half the number
you directed, but I have it so arranged that the assistant engineer, assistant
sawyer, extra tail sawyer, and miller, when they are not required in the mill,
can assist the carpenters. I have employed two blacksmiths, with their helpers.
I have purchased four lumber wagons and employed four teamsters for the
purpose of hauling lumber and other material to build the necessary buildings.
I have employed a cook, and purchased the necessary outfit for boarding the
men.
I have found both mechanics and laborers difficult to procure for -such an expedition. The panic existing here in consequence of the late movement of the
rebels in southeastern Missouri, with the ordering out of the h9me guards in
this city, and the demand for-mechanics and laborers in the varions manufacturing establishments that are working for the government, and the getting up of
expeditions to the various gold mines, and the general fear of the Sioux Indians
in that country, have all tended to increase the price and scarcity of labor. I
have been obliged to pay ninety dollars per month for first engineer, seventyfive dollars for first sawyer, sixty dollars for the other mechanics, and forty
dollars per month for the laborers around the mill, the lumbermen, raftmen and
teamsters, and then am told that I am not paying more than they can get here
in the city.
According to your instructions, I have bought twenty-five corn ploughs and
ten breaking ploughs; to run the breaking ploughs and haul logs and lumber I
have ordered :fifty yoke of good work-oxen, and have -directed Mr. Adams, who
reported to me on the 22d instant, to go to Terre Haute and employ twenty
farm hands to work at breaking land and preparing farms. Mr. Adams thought
they could be obtained there for thirty dollars per month, or less. 'l'hese men
are to meet us at St. Joseph, on the Missouri river, and go up with the steamboat
that carries our freight.
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I have been greatly delayed in getting freights, and had almost despaired until
Mr. Chouteau came to my assistance, and through the kindness of Colonel
Parsons, United States quartermaster of this city, we procured one hundred and
twenty-five tons of freight to Fort Randall, which, with mine, made up a boatload, so that I am enabled to get mine up at a fair rate.
I have purchased the articles suggested in your instructions excepting the
hundred ox yokes; I can fiRd but fifty here that will answer our purpose; I
think I will find the balance at St. Joseph or elsewhere up the river.
lUy freight, excepting some articles that I intend purchasing up the Missouri
river, such as corn, potatoes, &c., is all on board the steamboat Isabella; she
sails to-night.
I shall stop here until the 1st of May to settle up my bills, and then overtake
the steamboat at St. Joseph.
Hoping that my action thus far will meet with your approval, I am, very
respectfully, your obedient servant,
CHARLES W. THOMPSON,
Superintendent qf Indian Affairs.
Hon. WILLIAM P. DoLE,
Commissioner qf Indian Affairs, Washington, D. C.

No. 153.
USHER'S LANDING, June 1, 1863.
SIR: I again beg leave to report progress. The steamboat Isabella, with
freight and men, left St. Louis on the evening of the twenty-seventh of April, as
stated in my report of that date. I remained in St. Louis until the evening of
June 3, for the drafts for money to enable me to pay my bills.
On the morning of the 29th of April, Chester Adams, esquire, arrived in St.
Louis with sixteen men, and left for St. Joseph on the evening of the 30th, with
eighteen men. I left St. Louis on the evening of May 3, and anived at St.
Joseph on the evening of the 4th, where I found Mr. Adams and his men. We
went on board the steamer Isabella on the 5th, found the water very low, and
frequently ran upon sand-bars. We run a snag up through the guard's cabin,
and out ten feet above the hurricane-deck, breaking our engine, going through
the cook-room, breaking the cook-stove to pieces, and setting the boat on fire.
After something of an effort and quite a panic the fire was put out, and twentyeight hours' delay repaired the engine and we moved on.
We arrived at Sioux City on the 13th of May. Here I expected to find forty
yoke of working oxen and sixty head of beef cattle that I had ordered while in
St. Louis. I found but eighteen yoke of work-oxen. I was told that it was
almost impossible to buy in consequence of the scarcity created by the starting
of General Cook's expedition, his contract for supply of beef having been let
at twelve cents per pound. l!.,inding there was dHiiculty in getting the cattle
we required, and knowing that our expedition would be a. failure without them,
I left the boat and sent men in different directions for cattle. I purchased corn
and seed potatoes and had them hauled overland; the boat having so much
load, she would take no more. I went myself overland, picking up what cattle
were to be found. I left Sioux City on the 15th of May, and arrived at Yancton,
Dakota Territory, on the evening of the 16th; here I met Agent Burleigh, of
the Yancton Sioux, who rendered me every assistance in his power and accompanied me to aid in selecting a location for the Indians. We passed through
his agency on the 19th and arrived at Fort Randall in the evening, where we
waited for the Isabella until the 22d, when she and the Shreveport arrived about
the same time. The Shreveport left St. Louis eight days before the Isabella.
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I mention this to show that the Isabella was worked with diligence and energy,
and made better time than other boats on the river. She was, however, oblig·ed
to leave part of her load at Vermillion, about seventy-five miles below Fort
Randall. She discharged some freight at Fort Randall and returned to V ermillion for what was left, f1nd we started across the country again on the 23d for
the purpose of examining it thoroughly for a location. On the 25th, when we
had got aR far up as Platte creek, the Isabella overtook us and we got on board
again. We were near the Bijou hills, and the wagons had to leave the river and
go further inland, and the country about these hills is high and dry and poor.
'l'he hills run up to the river, having no bottom land or timber. We could.
therefore, see as much from the boat as was required to know that the country
would not answer for an Indian reservation. On the 26th the country looked
better. We arrived at the mouth of White Earth 1·iver. Opposite the mouth
of this river, and on the east bank of the Missouri, there is fine bottom land with
some timber, but we found no timber of consequence until we got above Crow
creek. Crow creek is a fine stream of water, with a fine margin or bottom land
extending up on both sides for several miles. '!'here is quite an amount of
timber on this stream, but generally short, scrubby oak. We examined the
country above Crow creek, on the Missouri, about twenty miles, and found the
best timber and bottom land we had seen above Fort Randall. 'l'he timber is
from one-fourth to a mile wide along the river, with a bottom between it and
the bluff in some places one and a half mile wide. The gras on those bottoms
is now fit to mow for hay. The timber is principally cottonwood, with a little
scrubby oak, some ash and elm. Some of the cottonwoods are very large-say
five to seven feet in diameter. This is decidedly the best country above Fort
Randall on the ceded lands. It has good soil, good timber, and plenty of water.
The only drawback that fear is the dry weather. On the hills the grass is
already dried up, but this is said to be an unusual season. After examiniBg
the country in this vicinity thoroughly I decided to divide the timber as nearly
equally as possible. I have, therefore, made the creek called by the Indians
Sue-ot-ka the boundary line between the Sioux and the Winnebago reservations,
taking twenty miles up and the same number down the Missouri, and placing
the Sioux down the Missouri or east ·of the Sue-ot-ka, and the Winnebagoes
above or west of the Sue-ot-ka, both reservations to extend twenty miles back
from the Missouri river on the northeast bank, and to be bounded by a line
parallel with the river. On this subject, however, I will report more fully after
I have made some necessary surveys.
'The Sue-ot-ka creek runs nearly south, and falls into the Missouri about ten
miles above Crow creek, or about eighty miles from and above Fort Randall. It
is not laid down on our maps, nor has it any water at this season of the year at
its mouth; four or five miles up the stream there is running water, but it sinks
as it approaches the Missouri river.
On the 28th of May we unloaded our goods, and the 29th and 30th moYed
them up to high ground, and on the 30th the Sioux Indians arrived. To-~ay
we are engaged in getting up our steam-boiler and saw-mill, selecting location,
&c., of which I will gtve you the particulars in my next report.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
CLARK W. THOMPSON,
Superintendent if Indian Affairs.
Hon. WILLIAM P. DoLE,
Commissioner of Indian Affairs, Washington, D. C.
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No. 154.
S'I'. PAUL, May 21, 1863.
SIR : Agent Galbraith left here last evening for St. J osepb, Missouri, via
Hannibal.
Agent Balcomb reached here day before yesterday from his agency. He informs me that every male Winnebago Indian has left the reservation. All have
started for their new homes except a few who left the reserve on the news of
the Sioux outbreak and of the purpose of the government to remove them from
Minnesota.
·
There are now about four hundred Winnebagoe.s at Fort Snelling awaiting
the remainder, about three hundred in number, who are expected to-night or
to-morrow morning. In all probability the whole of them wm leave by :Monday next.
Ivir. Hatch arrived from above yesterday. I had a conversation with him
this morning. He informs me that he had but little di:fficuly in obtaining their
consent to remove; that the most prominent of the chiefs, although loth to leave
their improvements, readily acquiesced as a matter of necessity for the protection of their people; that those of them who had been diligent and industrious
in making good houses and planting for a crop actually shed tears on taking
leave of the representatives of their labor. Prominent among ·them were the
" Frenchman" and "Baptiste." He has promised to furnish me with a correct
_
muster-roll, which I will enclose to you.
Ivir. vVykoff, clerk to Superintendent Thompson, has conferred with me respecting bills for supplies for the Chippewas.
I told him I had no authority to dictate in the premises, but from the information before him, with your despatch, I should no, hesitate to award the flour
to Mr. Wilder, although Culver & Farrington have signified to him their intention to appeal from his determination, or rather his views of the propriety of
accepting the proposition of Mr. Wilder. The difference between the two proposals in the aggregate, including freights, is trifling. But by accepting \Vilder's bid the Indians receive a larger quantity of :flour than by Culver & Farrington's. rl'he transportation is a small matter, and I conclude the government
will not object to foot the difference.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
CHARLES E. MIX.
Ron. WILLIAM P. DoLE,
CommissioneT qf Indian Affairs.
No. 155.

ST. PAuL, May 29, 1863.
Sm: r.rhe last of the Winnebagoes left here on the evening of the 27th instant.
:M:r. Hatch accompanied them. Agent Balcomb left on the morning of the 24th,
and his family the next day. The agent expects to meet Superintendent
Thompson at l!..,ort Randall.
I learn from Agent Balcomb that the reservation upon which the Winnebagoes
resided has been entered upon by white men, in large numbers, with a view to
pre-empt. They allege that the second section of the act for the removal of
those Indians is broad enough to legalize their occupancy now. My opinion is
that the law, as an entirety, looked to an appraisal to be made of said reservation before it could be opened to pre-emption, entry, and settlement. In view
of the part above indicated, permit me to suggest that persons be at once appointed to make the appraisal of the land, and also of the improvements thereupon, if it has not already been ordered. The apprah;ers ought to be upon the
ground immediately, with due regard to the interests of the Indians who had
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made improvements in the form of tenements and in the cultivation of the soil.
:Many of them had from twenty to thirty acres sown with wheat and oats, which
looked promising, and I think the government should deal with these people in
a liberal manner. They have cheerfully, as a whole tribe, acquiesced in the
wishes of the department, and confide in it to reimburse them for the property
they have abandoned.
On the 24th instant I went into their camps near Fort Snelling. It was composed of rude huts made of saplings covered with brush obtained from the low
lands on the Mississippi, and of a few tents obtained at the fort. Until they
left, as a general thing, they appeared cheerful and happy. Some of the men,
aided by the women, engaged in dancing; others spent their time in lounging
and sleeping, a portion of the women employed in digging for medicine roots,
and children in a state of nudity playing on the banks of the river.
The entire number departed is one thousand nine hundred and thirty, thus:
men, five hundred and thirty-one; women, six hundred and sixty-one; children,
seven hundred and thirty-eight.
There are about two hundred and twenty-five lodges, averaging to a lodge
about eight and one-half persons. Many of their lodges are long, containing
several families. "'\Vinnesheeck's will number at least twenty souls.
Allow me to urge, in behalf of these people, that immediate orders be given to
provide them with tents, so that they can have them on their arrival at their new
homes, or as soon after as practicable. As before stated, they deserve the fostering care of our government.
I met with Senator Wilkinson yesterday, stated some facts to him, and he
remarked: "The Winnebagoes deserve to be handsomely treated; they ought
to be properly cared for."
One object in stating the number is as to the bill for transportatiofl and subsistence en route, as well as data for your instructions to provide for the latter at
their new homes.
A question will arise, as a precautionary act, whether their arms shaH be restored to them. Their arms have been boxed, and the names of the owner
labelled with a card. Colonel Crooks is strongly opposed to their being restored,
and sugg·('sts that their value be given in some useful articles. ~-,rom a conversation with Agent Balcomb I think he entertains the same opinion.
Another question arises, resulting from the recent scalping by the Winnebagoes
of three Sioux Indians, whether these tribes ought not to be located some distance apart. I regard it as worthy of careful consideration. At present the
\Vinnebagoes wm outnumber the emigrated Sioux, but the incident will travel
among the entire tribe of the latter, and difficulties not otherwise anticipated
may ensue. From the best information I can obtain, it appears that the Winnebagoes were incited to the act, thinking it would propitiate them in the kind
regard of their Great Father at Washington, and, as a consequence, that they
would be permitted to remain in Minnesota.
V cry respectfully, your obedient servant,
CHARLES E. MIX.
Hon. WILLIAM P. DoLE,
Commissione1· of Indian Affairs.

No.

156.

HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF MINNESOTA,
DEPARTMENT OF THE NoRTHWEST,

St. Paul, Minn., May 26, 1863.
SIR: General Sibley has instructed me to enclose to you a copy, which you
will find herewith, of a list of the Sioux Indians and half-breeds in camp at
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Fort Snelling, under the surveillance of the United States military authorities
during the winter. The list was made D ecember 2, 1862. There was a considerable number of deaths in the camp after the list was made out. Nearly
fifty of th e acquitted men, prisoners from the Mankato prison, were added to
the number after the opening of the navigation. The families are mostly those
of the condemned Indians now in confinement near Davenport, Iowa. The
families of the half-breeds who have land entered with their scrip on the Minnesota river, and of others with some reliable Indians who have been kept for
use as scouts to the expedition about to take the field, were not despatched with
the main camp to their new homes on the Missouri river.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
R. C. OLIN,
Assistant Adjutant General.
Col. CHARLES

E. Mtx,

Chief Clerk

of

Indian Bureau, now 'tn. St. Paul.
II

FoRT SNELLING, December 2, 1862.
Agreeably to Special Order No. 45, I herein return the census of the Indian
camp, together with an inventory of all property, except such as I regard as
strictly the personal effects of families.

·Census

if the

Indian camp, o/c.

Heads of families.

- -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - -1 - - - - - - - - - - - - -- 1

WABASH A W S BAND.

W abashaw ........................ .
Cauhipiyaha ...................... .
W ahauhdiata ...........•.....•.....
Okisemaya. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ........ .
Winona Tonka. . . . . . . ............. .
Icazuntewin .....•.......•.........
Tiniyakpanin .....•.................
Dowauhdinape ..................... .
Hupahdinayiuwe ................... .
Towauhdinapiwin. . . . . ............. .
Hapun ...........•...........•....
~upa~u ...•.•....•....••.........
LIJO\Vln ..... - .......... - ..... - .. - .
T~k~nnapunwin.. .. . . . . • • • . • • • .....
W1c1nyan. . . . . ....•...............
Ceg~b~":tiwin. . . • . . . . . . . .......... .
Jaknviwina .......•................
W ah~i~a?utewin ............••.....
HdoniCIUin ....................... .
Winona Dutuwin ..............•.....
Tokahewin ....•...•........••......
Tatehuihewin. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ...
Magasinawin ..........••...........
Hapaw ..........••••.•.•.........

8
5
5
5
6

3
8
6
7

1
2

2

2
2
2
2

2
2

1
2
1
1
1
1
1

1
1
1
1
1
1
1

••.•••••• - ••

4
7

4
1 .. - ........ .
5
8
1
2
1
3 . -- .............. .
4
1
2
1
7 ······ ..... .
4
1
6
1 ..... .
1
4
2
1
4
9
1 ..... .
2
2
1
5
2
1

1

1

1
1

1
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of Indian camp,

~.-Continued.

.S,b
Heads of families.

u.i
~
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1-<
0

l=l

o:l

~

tii

u.i

·ca
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0.0

~

0

0

-----------------1--------------WABASH AW'S BAND.-Continued.
Tawicin .......................... .
"\Vospi ..................•.......•..
Tahaya .....................•......
Hotawinna ...............••.......
Kapopewin ........................ .
M uhpiyahdegawiu .................. .
Wenona ................•...•......
Total ...•.....•.•.•...
PASSING HAIL'S BAND.
W asnhiyayadaw . . . . . • • . • . . • . . . • . . . .
Tatehota... . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . .
H_al?au.nau .: . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . .
TI?J~U.Jauwm. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . • . . .
SaiciyHlun. . . . . . • . . . . • . . . . . . . • . . . . .
Taputadertawin.. . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Waste.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . .
Tah~u~uaya. . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . .
Hap1st1na.... . . . . . . . . • . . . • . . . . . . . . .
Cauhdiska . . . . . • . . . . . • . . • • . • • • . . . . .
Hugautud,vin...... . . . • . • . . . . . . . . . . .
Hapaunau. . . • • • . ....•.• _ . . . . . . . . . .
Siiyatukawin. . . . . . • . . . . • • . . . • . . . . .
Heyaka........ . . . . . . . . • . . . • . . . . . .
Pcjihunta.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . .
Ninahnihcliwin. . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . .
Zitkadauzawin. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . .
TukanokiyP-win. . • . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . .
Hazawin. . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Hap au. . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . • • . . . . . . . . . .
Mahpiya............... . . . . . . . . .
Rapes tin. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . .
N ahpiya wicusta. . . . . . . • • . • . • • • • . . . . .
Wenona........ . . . . • . . . . . • . . . . . . . .
W audisunwastawin. . • • • • . • • • . . . . . . . .
Tatekinunhiyayewin. • • . • • . . . • . . . . . . .
Tasinatowin . . . . • • • • • • . • . . . . . . . . . . .
W akaukoyakewin . • . . • • • • . • • • • . . . . .
Hapun.. . . . . . . . . . . . . • • . . . . . • . • . . . .
Ogo. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • • . . . • • • . . • • . .
Hoksidan. . . . . . . . . . • . . . • • • • . . . . . . . .
Mazaynhayankewin . . • • • • • • • • . • . . • . .
Munowakunhdewin. . . . • . . . . . • • . . • • . .
Mazanoupawin. . . • • • . . • • • • • • • • • . . • . .
Total............... • • • • • • . .

2 .........•.....•••

6

2

6

1

1

9 .............. ~ .....••.•
3

5
2

1
1

1
1

2

5
2

165

10

31

17

15

7
8

1
3
1
1
1

2
2

1
1

1
1

6
7

12
1
3
2
1
1
3
5
2
1
1
4
........... .
5 . . • • • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ....•
5
1 ......
1 ..... .
2 ....................... .
2 ........•.........
12
3
1
1
1

7
1
1
13
1 ................. .
2
1 . . . . . . .......... .
7
.•.•..•••••••••••
3
1 .. ....
1 ..... *
5
1
2
1
1
8 .••.....•..............•
6

. • • • • • . . • . • . . .•.••..••••

3
4
7
5
7
3
5
6
6
8
5
2

.......................•
........... .
. . • . • . . .......••••
1
1 ..... .
. . . . • • . . . . . . . ...••
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ...••
•...•................•.•
2
1
1

193

1

1 ..... .

1 ................. .
1 ................. .
. . • • . . . . • . . . . ...•.....••

I

20

13

131

7
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of Indian

camp,

~c.-Continued.

.S_i,
Heads of families.
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0
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EAGLE HEAD'S BAND.

Huijapa ..................... .
Mahpeyahdakinyamuns. . . . . . . ...... .
Ohehdupasampsun. . . . . . . .......... .
Kahdavvin ~ . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . ......•.
Iyaheyahewin ...................... .
Touaka ........................... .
Hapaupaye. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ........ .
Haza ............•.................
Oauwiy3,w a. . . . . . . . . . . . . .......... .
Cauhdeyayewin . .. . . . . . . . . . • . ....... .
Tawospin ............... ~ .......... .
Tas~amayaw~n ..................... .
Anp1tawastewm . . . . . . . . . . . . . ...... .
Paksiksau ......................... .
Tamaza .......................... .
Wakauhditanunwin ........•.........
Oyiwastewin. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. .
Wicauhpukoyakewin. .. . . .. .. . . . . . . . .. .
Tatehonunwin ...............•......
Tapita. . . . . .. . ...................... ·
Wiyuhamani. . . . . . . . . . . . . ......... .
Total..........................

7
7
2

10
4
7
2
11

2

1

1

1
2
2
1
1 ....... - ... - ..... .
1
1
1
2 ·····-···-··-·····

7

2
3
2
8
6
7

2
3

4
4
1

2 - .• -- ...... .
1 -----1
1
2
1
1
2
1
1
2 ---··· -··--· ·-·--·
1
1
1

1 -----· ····-- ..... .

10
109

9

2

1

1

2

1

1

1G

10

8

RED LEG'S BAND •.

H usasa . . . . . . . . . . . . .. .. .. .. .. . . . .. . .. .. . .. .
Pepe .................... - - . - . - .... .
Hepi. . . . . . . . . . . . - - - ..... - . - - - .. - .
Iyotaukewin ...................... .
Wakaunaw ............•...........
Hepau. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . ........ .
Iyehyawin . . . . . • . . . . . . • ........... .
Haza . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ....•.....
Payahiyaewin ..................... .
Mazaiyotawkewin ................... .
Winona ........................... .
Ptesanwin. . . . . .....•.•............
Caundeshamaza. . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . • ...
Hazadutawin .... --··--·-·-·······-Nahpeya ......................... .
Suman. . . . . . . . . . . . . .......•.......
Hapau ...................•........
Aupctuhiyawin. . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . .
W akamauewin .....•................
Mazaahdiyahdum. . . . . . . ........... .

5

4
5
7

2
1
2
1
1
1
2 ---·-· ··--·· -····2
1
1

7 --·--- ------ -·--·· ••••••

6
6
5
5
3
3

• -- ••••• ---- • - •• 4! •• --.-.

7
5
4

1 ·---·- -----· ··-···

1 -·-··· ···--- ······
1
1
1 . - ....
2
1
1

7

3
4

1 ·----· -·---- -·····

7

2
4

1 ...... ··--·· ·-····
1 .... - ............ .
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~

0

0
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RED LEG'S BAND-Continued.
W akauhdiotawin ...............•....
W ageininmapewin .................. .
Intekiyewin ....................... .
Zitka ....................... -~---Mahpiuicasnawin ....•...•...........
Tukanahawpewin .................. .
W akinyanokiyiban.. . . .. . .. . . . .. ... .
W ospie. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..
Tukanyahpewin .................. ..

Total .......................

1 ................. .
1 ................. .
2 .......•................
2
2
1
1
3
2
1
1
4
8
3
2
1
1
2
2 ...............•..
5

6

2

133

18

12

9

6

9

3

3

2

2

W AHUTE BAND.

W akute . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . ...... .
Ton1vanota ........................ .
Wakawapewin ........ ·.· ..•.........
Wiuyaunau. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... .
Hap au. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . .... .
Owaca. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . .. .
N a-gi: .. : . . . . . . . . . . . . . ........... .
Tatec1nw1n .....•............•......
Susu ....................•.........
W aci . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . • . . . . .
Mahpiyadzahan .................... .
U p~uhdeyu"7n. . . .. .. . .. ....•......
Ka1yowazew1n. . . . . . . . . . . . ........ .
Tasinatowin. . . . . . . . . ............. .
W auhdaka. . . . . . . . . . . . . .......... .
Oicayewin ..............•..........
W aktehuihdewin ................... .
W myaunau. . . . . . . . . . . ............ .
W paunau ...................•......
Zitkadansakoyakin ............. ·.... .
Mahpiyatankewin .................. .
Aupehdewin ...................... .
Tiakunwinhewin. . . . • ............... .
Cauku ...........•.....•...........
W akauhdisnau . . . . . . . . . ........... .
Winona .......................... .
Cusnawin ...............•..........
rrunagedutawin .................... .
Kaupiskapewin .................... .
Kampeskadau ..................... .
W akauhdiyotaukewin ....•...........
Takunheca ....................... .
Itcwakeuhdewin.. .. .. .. .. . ........ .

7
2
2
1
1
4 •••••.•••• - .•••.•.••••••
6

3
6
3

1

1

1·

2 ..............•.•.

4
2
5
7
4
5
8

2

2

1

1

1 ................. .
1 ................. .
1 ................. .

2

7
6

1

1

1 ................. .
1 ..... .
9 ...... ......

7

13
9
9

3

2

2

1

2 •..•..•..•.....•••
1 ......
1 ..... .

10
11
9
7

5
7
4

1 ..... .
1
1
2
1
1
1 ................. .
1 ............

·--·-.

7

10
7
6

2 .•.•..••....•....•

5

Total. . . . . . . . . . • . . • • . • . • . . . . 221
24
15 I
13
8
.
l--------------------
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----------------1--------- - - - --BLACK DOG'S BAND.

Napesni ..........••..........••...
~fazaiojinejanwin .......•...........

Aupetuiyotaukwin .................. .
Ptanhiyewin. . . . . . . . .............. .
Tokuhewin ........ ~ • • ............ .

Hoto\v. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ............ .

2
1
5
2 . - ...... - .. .

2

1

2

1
3
5
3
1
2
4
4
3
4

Winona .......................... .
Kamdecamwin. . . . . . . . • . . . . •.......
Mahpiyazuwin ....••................
Saleyopahdwin .................... .
Hapan. . . . . . . .................... .
Sasinawakan ...................... .
"'\Vicauhpudutawinj ...........·....... .
Ihawuyakupin ..........••.....•....
Owankatowin .....•.................
.A.upu ...........•.................
Iciyahupewin .................•.....
Cajeyatawin ..........•.............

5
1
2
5

Total ................•..•...

61

4

1 ................. .
1 ............ ······

1 ..... .

4

1 ..... .
1 ..... .

2

1

1

2

1

1

6

6

3

2

1

GOOD ROAD'S BAND.

W amanonsa. . . . . • . • . . . . . • ........ .
Tateavatomnau. . • • . ............... .
Muhtiyadizinin ...........•.........
Tateyspawastewin ..•........•.......
Ahdatewin ......•..................
Ptandutawin ................•......
Makatokicawin .................•...
Hinhewin .....•..•.................
Cepaahdewin. . . . . . . . . . ............. .
Hohepetekicawin .................••.
Kampiska ...........•.............
Hotedan. . . . . . . . . . . . . .....•.......
Mmaskatewin ............ , ........ .
Win ode. . . . . . . . . . • . . • . . . . . . ..... .
I tes una . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Mahpiyatowin ........•.....•.....•.
H upecutankawin ................... .
Oyenakisnanin. . . . . . . . . . . . . . ...... .
Muza ............•...... - - . · .. - - - ·
William Adams .................... .
Yucauniwin .....•.....•.......•....
Total. .....

2
7
1
9
3 . -.- ....... .
3
7

8
6

1 ............. --.-.
1 - . - ....... - ... - .. .

4
4

5
5
4
7
2
3
4
6

3
3
2
3

2

1

1

2 ... - - .......••••••

2
1
1
1 ... - ....... .
1 ... -..
1 ..... .

7
6
5
98
3
===== ======== - •
======== ======
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- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -1--- - - - - - - - - - - - TAOPI'S BAND.

Taopi. . . . • ....................... .
Istazano .......................... .
Wicinyan ......................... .
W akanhdispa ..................... .
Tukanwicasto ..................... .
"\Vastuiaduw ...................... .
Makkayewin ...•...................
Hakewatc ........................ .
W eyotanhannan ................... .
N onpaicago. . . . . . . . . .............. .
"\Vastemnawin .......... ... ........ .
Paza ...•..........................
W ahacaukumaza ................... .
r.ratebpiyamam.-----.--------.--.--Betsey . . . . . ...................... .
"\Vakinyantawa. . . . . ............... .
llunkamaza ....................... .
Inkanwayakapi .................... .
W aukinkpe ...............•........
Aupenecage ....................... .
Sukantoiciye ...................... .
CaRke .............. _..... __ ...... .
Uahpiyahdinykin .................. .
Cacetansun. . . . . . . ................ .
Dutawin .......................... .
Canmihiyayidan ................... .
Winyan .......................... .
Kanyisapa ........................ .
Mahpiyawakinze ................... .
Nagitopawin ...................... .
Hotowhdinape .............. _...... .
Maza. . . . . .........• "' .... . ....... .
Susunkemaza ...................... .
W akinyantopa ..................... .
Nakadutawin ...................... .
Pescaduta ............... . .......... .
Total ....•........

5
7
4

1
1

2
1
2
1 ------ ..... .

2

9
6
7
6

11
5
7
5

5
8

5
4
8

5
4
7
4
6

1 -.-- ..

1
1
1
1 - - .. -.
1 -----· ........... .
2
1
2
2
1
2
1 - - . - ..
------ ...... ------ ..... .
1 . ----.
1 ------

1

2

1 -.-.--

1
1
1 ... - - .
1 ------

1 . -----

7
7
5
5
9

1

2

1 --.--.
1
2

2
9

4
6
7

1

214

20

1
2

2

1
1
1
1
1

1
1

1
1
1

1 -- ....
1 --- .. 2
1 --.-- . . . . . -·. - .. - ..
11 ............
1 ······
2
1 ... - ....... .
3 ----.- -----.
7
2
1
1

18

23

9

YELLOW MEDICINE'S BAND.

Anawauymana ..................... .
W akonboide. . . ................... .
Fasina. . . . . . . . . .................. _
Wihuke. . . . . . . . . . . . . .............. :
Mubpigedan ...........•.....•......
28 I
'

8
3
2
1
2
4 ··•··· ····-3
1 ······ ........... .
4
2
2
2
1

3
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YELLOW MEDICINE'S

00

.....::l ~•
. '§

00
~
;...

ci<l)

z~

0

D:1

~

~

::l
0
bll

'2

~

.....

~

0

0

BAND-Continued.

Celahgedan. . . . . . . . . .............. .
Winyantoicigewin. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. .
Apahatkawin ..................... .
r:rukaw . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Nahpiyanayiwin ................... .
Candisotawin . . . . . . . . . ............ .
w·asusna win . - - - ..... - ... - - ....... .
Kusaua ....•.......................
Yihya ............................ .
Sihapakiye ........................ .
W ask e . . . . . . . . . . . . . .............. .
Nayakutemani ..................... .
Okihpesin ......................... .
Tukan . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. .
W akanoisedan . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .... .
Kaskawin ......................... .
Tukanhdviyotukewin ............... .
Dowanmani •...........•...........
N eteopi ............................ .
Hapanan ......................... .
Mazask.a .......................... .
W cauhpinopa ..................... .
Wicacaka .........•........•.......
Inihan. . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . ........ .
Kawauke ..........•...............
W akanmani ....................... .
U pau . . . . . . . . . ..... _ . . . . . ........ .
W akaukadan .....•.................
Mahpi winna ..........•.............
Satedau. . . . . . . ................... .
Peta . . . ....... , . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
W ~kanhdi_koyakiwin. . . . . . . .... ~ ... .
~uma;pewm. . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . ...... .
SlZOWlll •• - • • • • • • • • • • • . . ·• . • . • • . • - •.

Oyatenazawin ..................... .
Makinapewin ...................... .
Supehiya ......................... .
Tahaza . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ...... .
Mahpiyatanini ..................... .
W ehinnkawat1te .....•..............
W acaga. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ........ .
rronwawetiton .....•.. - - .......... - .
Totedutewin . . . . . . . . . . . ........... .
Wiyuha .......................... .
Ecetukiya . . . . . . . . . . . ............. .
W akamnapiwin .................•...
Wicauhpiwasecin ................ : .. .

7

2

1
3
1
4
. 5
11
3
1

2

1 ..... .

1 ........... .

7
2

5
9

5
3
4
4
6
7
4

2
2
3
1 ........... .

1

1 .. -.- ........ - ... .
2

2

1

1

2

1
2

2

1
1
1

1
1
1

5
4
2
5

5
3

2

6
4

10

2

6
7

8

1

2

1
1
1

1
1

4
2
1
7
4 ....... - ..... - ... .
2

7
5
6
5
5

1

2
2

1

12

1
1 ..... .
2

4
4

2 ..... .

6
8

4

1
1
1

1
1

I
1

1 . -- ...
1
1 . -- .. .
1 . - ... .
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~

~

~
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0

·g;

K

~

~
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~

bD

0

0
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YELLOW MEDICINE'S BAND-Continued.

Mahpiyakoyakewin ................ .
Auputusa ......................... .
Hapaunan ......................... .
Sokecawin ........................ .
Mazayonahnwin ................... .
Sucauwasecaunau .................. .
Hapesten ......................... .

1

4

1 ......

~

....

i ·I

1

:

i

i

1

1 ................. .

3

1

6
2

1

29/l

36

John :Moore........................
Angu8 M. Robertson.................
Gustavus A. Ro bcrtson. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Thomas A. Robertson. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Jane Moore. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
J ot:eph E. LaFramboise. . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Louise Moore . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Louise Frenier. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Narcisse Frenier . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Alexis E. Lal!'ramboise . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
'l'ho1nas Robinson.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Louison Frcnier. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Jack :E'rasier. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Joseph Lab lac . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
David :E'airebault. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

5
1
1
2
1
4
3
2
3
3
2
8
1
8
1

2

~~:lj\~s~~~~~~~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~: ~ ~: ~

i ~ ~ ~ ~ 2~ :~ - ~- ~- ~- ~ ~ ~ ~ .~) ~ ~- -~

Total

A. D. Campbell. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Scott Cam1)bel1 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Antoine Renville....................
Michael Renville....................
Gabriel Renville . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Charle8 Crawford. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Frances Roy . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
V ctal Boye ................ - . . . . . . .
Daniel Renville. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Joseph Renville. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Rosalie Renville . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Maline Mumford . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Alek Grahan1 ............. - . - - - . - - . 'l'otal .......................

29

21

2

2

13

== .=!= ===

HALF-BREEDS.

1

- ..•.•
1

................. .
1

2

1
......
2
1
2
2

..... .
. .... .
..... .
..... .

1
...... . . . . . . . . . • • . . . • • • •
1
.......................
.
1
2
2 ..... .
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .... .
2 ........... .
...................... .. .
_: ._·

·_- -_- -_. _:

8

4

5 ...... ............ _ ..... .

7 ..... · /·.
.
6
1 .. :: ~ .....

i.

~: ~ ~ ~:

2 ..... .
1 . . . . . . . . . . . . . .......... .
8
2
2
1 ..... .
. . . . . . . . . . . . . .... .
3
4
1 . . . . . . . . . . . . . .... .
2 ....................... .
2 - ..... 1
4 _..... ! ............ . . . . . .
8

2

......

1

1

• •

•

• •

•

•

•

•

6 - •. - • ·I· ----- ...

• •

•

• •••••

---1... · -·

, 112 1 11 1 161 14__ ! ---'"~-
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m
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0

P=1
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0

~

·::a
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bD
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0
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RECAPITULATION.

10
20
18
9
24
4
6
20
36

3L
13
12
16

Total full Indians ............ 1,489
Total half-breeds ............. 112

147
11

Total in camp ............... 1,601

158

Wabashaw's band ...................
Passing Hail's band .................
Red Leg's band ......................
Eagle Head's band ................
W akute's band .....................
Black Dog's band, ..................
Good Road's band .•.................
rraopi's (farmer) band ................
Yellow Medicine's band ....•.........

165

193
133
109
221
61
98
214
295

17
13
9
10
13
6

15
7
6

23
27

8
8
3
3
9
13

147
16

123
14

......

163

137

72

15

6
7
18
29

5

- - - - - - - - - - - - --72

- - - - - - --- - - - ---

It is not intended that the foregoing list shows the real ownership of any
property, but merely showing who holds it at present. The "inventory" of
live stock cannot possibly be correct, as some two or three horses have died
within the last two days. But it is as near correct as practicable.
WM. McKUSICK,
Lieutenant, Superintendent

rif Indian

Camp.

No. 157.

EIGHT

MILES ABOVE

MouTH oF CRow CREEK,

On tke Missouri R ,iver, JJ!Iay 28, 1863.
DEAR SIR: I have examined the river from Ji-,ort Randall, and have located
here. I have the best place I have . seen on the river-good land and timber
for this country. I have just landed, and have been so busy receiving goods,
&c., until now, and the boat is waiting on me to write this; therefore I cannot
make an extended report, but will as soon as J can get my points to describe
from. I shall probably from Campbell creek, up 20 miles, for one set, and from
Campbe1l's creek, down 20 miles, for the other set. I believe this is about the
location the Secretary expected me to make; it is the best there is here anyway, so that I hope for your and his approval.
I shall write once a week, and send by messenger to Fort Randall.
Our ox teams are not here yet, and it seems pretty tough for Mr. Adams and
myself, with four or five others, to be landed in the woods, in the midst of hostile
Indians, who, report says, are murdering all the whites; but so it is, and we
will do our duty, hoping and trusting; but to have the boat, our only means of
retreat, pull out, leaving us on the bank, 150 miles from anybody, is worse than
Crow Wing.
Yours, truly,
CLARK W. THOMPSON.
Hon. \V'ILLIAM P. DoLE.
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No. 158.
LANDING, July l, 1863.
SIR: In reporting to you the progress I have made in the last month towards
locating the Winnebago and Sioux of the Mississippi, I must state that we have
met many unexpected difficulties. The low water in the Missouri, rendering
navigation difficult, has delayed us in freights, and made it necessary to have
some hauled overland at a greater cost than by water. The dry weather has
left the ground so hard that it is difficult to make a plough strong enough to
break it. 1.'he commencement made here without protection from the weather
for man or goods, with no troops for a guard save the small escort furnished me
by General Cook of forty men, surrounded by an excited, disappointed, pilfering
set of Indians on the one hand, and a poor, begging, helpless set-nearly all
squaws-on the other, and these two tribes jealous and disposed to quarrel with
each other: add to this the disorder arising among a set of fifty or sixty men,
picked promiscuously on the levee at St. Louis, with but little desire to make
their moral record what it should be, and also the fears and consequent confusion of a set of men unacquainted with Indians, expecting an outbreak and
general massacre, as at the agency in Minnesota, and you have a set of difficulties not easily managed, and not anticipated or prepared for. But these difficulties have been met fairly and promptly, and I may say we have been more
than ordinarily successful.
The farming has progressed under the direction of Chester Adams, esq., .and
there is a good quantity of sod broken and corn up, but the drought is beyond
his control, and will make the crop poor and uncertain.
In arranging the difficulties growing out of the Indians, I am much indebted
to Captain Miner, company A, Dakota cavalry, who is in command of the forty
troops here, for the prompt and efficient manner in which he has discharged his
duty, the vigilance he has shown in scouting the country around, and the faithful
manner in which his command have guarded the government property.
We landed here on the 28th of May, and reported to you up to the 1st of
June. I then made it my first care to get the goods and provisions under cover
as well as I could with the means under my control. We piled them together
and had them covered with tarpaulins by the 2d of June.
I give you here a copy of my memorandum, to which I shall hereafter refer
for dates:
June 1.-We got up two forges, and two blacksmiths, with their helpers, commenced work ; also began work on the Inill.
June 2.-vVe commenced ploughing.
June 3.-Started out a surveying party.
June 1.-I built myself a temporary office and moved into it. The Nellie
Rodgers arrived with som~ freight.
June 5.-We cut new roads to the river for better watering places for our
cattle, having mired and lost one ox at the old place.
June 6.-\Ve .fixed up temporary kitchen and tables, and got our log carts
and wagons to blacksmith shop. We started our mill to-day.
June 8.-The first load of Winnebagocs arrived.
June 9.-We commenced agency buildings.
June 10.-We commenced warehouse.
June 16.-We commenced coal-pits.
June 20.-Fifty-seven head of cattle stampeded.
June 21.-Started men after stray cattle.
June 23.-Lieutenant A. D. Balcombe, Winnebago agent, arrived.
June 24.-Last party of "\Vinnebagoes arrived.
June 27 .-Commenced stockade.
June 30.-Finishcd stockade and moved in all our goods and provisions.
USHER'S
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With this report L transmit a plat and field-notes of the surveys made for the
Sioux and Winnebago reservations by Mr. Powers, and to which I desire to call
your attention. In my report to you dated June 1, and made before I had examined this country closely, I proposed to make the Sne-o-tka creek the boundary line between the Sioux and Winnebagoes, but upon further examination I
find the Sne-o-tka creek runs but a very short distance in the right direction. I
find this location _too remote from white settlements, forts, or any resources in
case of an attack by Indians. It is surrounded by hostile Indians, who are
treacherous, and in sympathy with Little Crow, and so near their great crossing
of the Missouri that a stockade or some other defence is, in my mind, absolutely
n ecessary to protect government employes and property. Even the traders of
this country stockade their trading posts at their own expense, and I have no
doubt that the whole expense of a stockade is saved by them every two years
in the amount that would otherwise be stolen. I believe that if this mode of
. protection is found the best for private persons, it will also be found the best
and most economical for the government. Therefore I have decided to enclose
fom hundred feet square in a stockade of cedar, if it can be obtained, to be set
three and a half feet in the ground and eleven and a half feet above the ground,
to be carefully hewed so that they may be placed together too close for a musket
ball to pass through, the cedar posts to be pointed at the top, with two blockhouses or bastions at opposite corners twenty-five feet square, as laid down in
plat marked "B."
Having located these two tribes of Indians adjoining, I can see 'no impropriety
in having the agency buildings adjoining, and thus avoid the expense of two
stockades and two military guards. I have therefore made the line dividing
these reservations run through the centre of the stockade, putting the Winnebago buildings on the west side and the Sioux on the east, as laid down in
plat "B."
The reservation for the Sioux of the Mississippi is bounded as follows, to wit :
beginning at a point in the middle channel of the Missouri river, opposite the
mouth of Crow creek, in Dakota Territory; follow up said channel of the Missouri river about fourteen (14.) miles to a point opposite the mouth of Sne-o-tka
creek; thence due north, and through the centre of the stockade surrounding
the agency buildings for the Sioux of the Mississippi and Winnebago Indians,
about three miles, to a large stone mound; thence due east twenty miles; thence
due south to the Cedar Island river or' American creek; thence down the said
river or creek to the middle channel of the Missouri river; thence up said channel
to the place of beginning.
'l'he reservation for the Winnebago Indians is bounded as follows, to wit:
beginning at a point in the middle channel of the Missouri river where the
western boundary of the Sioux of the Mississippi reserve intersects the same;
thence north, and through the centre of the stockade surrounding the agency
buildings of the Sioux of the Mississippi and Winnebago Indians, and along
said boundary line to the northwest corner of said Sioux reserve; thence along
the northern boundary of said Sioux reserve ten (10) miles; thence due north
twenty miles; thence due west to the middle channel of Medicine Knoll river;
thence down said river to the middle channel of the 1\fisBouri river; thence down
said channel to the place of beginning.
From the stockade or fort I have commenced and run the surveys for Indian
farms each way, and numbered from the fort, as will be seen by reference to
plat "A." . Each farm is forty rods wide, and runs from the timber to the bluff,
giving each Indian located a portion of timber, hay land, bench plough land, and
water at the river. Above the bluff is the pasturage in common. A street i;:;
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hid each way from the fort across the whole, on which their buildings are to be
placed, and the d:stance from street to river is marked every half mile, and the
fiP.ld-notes will show the width of timber on each line. 'The streets and farms
have been laid out to accommodate the country or location. The Sioux farms
number twenty-eight and the Winnebago fifty-five. This system can be continued each way as may be hereafter required by either tribe.
STOCKADE.

In arranging my location here I had intended to surround the agency buildings with a stockade of cedar, (if it could be obtained,) four hundred feet square,
but I found it necessary to have some protection of the kind temporarily, and
before I could procure the proper material for a permanent defence. On the
8th of June I made a 1·equisition on the commander of Fort Randall, Lieutenant Colonel Pollock, for troops enough (about sixty) to make, with what I had
here, a full company. It received no notice at his hands, and the employes
became fearful and anxious, the "\Vinnebago Indians arrogant and insolent.
Supplies were landed on the levee about two miles from the agency buildings.
We had not troops enough to guard the property at both places. '.rhe Indians
stealthily commenced cutting open sacks of grain, breaking in the heads of
barrels, and helping themselves. 'l'he Sioux became afraid of the Winnebagoes,
and the Winnebagoes, in turn, got up a panic among themselves, and for a week
they were up nearly night and day, and kept us from resting by running to my
office at all hours of the night, and the men generally, with their reports of seeing the Yanctonais, Little Grow's men, and others who they said were about to
massacre the whites as well as themselves.
The panic was growing serious, when Captain Miner wrote me a letter, a copy
of which is herewith transmitted, recommending the building of a stockade. I
found I was obliged to do something to restore confidence. I therefore got as
many men as could work advantageously, and built a rough, cheap stockade of
cottonwood logs, one hundred feet square, at a cost of about three hundred
dollars. I moved all the goods into it and allowed no Indians to enter. I
called a council of the 'Vinnebagoes, and informed them that I was able to protect them if they were attacked; repeated to them the ·different falsehoods they
had originated and circulated, ancl threatened to punish the ringleaders if this
course should be longer pursued. Since then we have had no more frights, and
confidence has been restored among the men.
THE MILL.

On the first of June I selected the location for the mill and moved the boiler
and engine to the spot. It is difficult to get, in every respect, a good location
for a mill on the Missouri river. The channel of the river is so changeable, and
the banks so low, and washes so rapidly, that it is dangerous to get too near.
I have, therefore, chosen a location nearly half a mile from t"P.e Missouri, and
near the location of the agency buildings. We found some difficulty in moving
the boiler with the means we had at our control, but succeeded after a. hard
day's work. I had care taken in setting the mill that the foundation should be
of a substantial character. We made a well five feet square, sixteen feet deep,
and hoped to get a supply of water, but it proved insufficient. We, however,
started the saw on the sixth of June, the well furnished about one-third of the
water required; the balance we hauled from the river. The river water, however, was so rily that i.t was difficult making the tubular boiler work well. '\Ve
continued to run the mill under difficulties, however, until we had increased the
dimensions of the well to four times its original size, since which time the mill
ha..:i op •ratct1 ~.u:.:Lcto~:ly, an'-1 we have no difficulty in s:A;wiug all the logs we
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can get to it. The logs are cottonwood, of all sizes, crooked and difficult to
handle or work, and make a very ordinary quality of lumber, full of wind
shakes, rots, &c. We soon cut all in the neighborhood of the mill, and now
have to raft them down the river. We can cut about eight thousand feet in
twelve hours.
I have found it difficult to manage the mill. It is very expensive hunting
dead trees for dry wood, and requires heavy teams to haul the logs on the bare
ground, and it requires a much larger force to run th.e mill advantageously than
I had anticipated. We are, nevertheless, turning out lumber rapidly, and will
soon have the materials for buildings.
BUILDINGS.

I propose to build the agents' residences each twenty-five feet square, two
stories high, with a kitchen twenty feet f::quare, one story high. I have built
these two residences adjoining, or under one roof, for economy. I have them
nearly completed, except the inside partition, which I propose to leave for the
agents to put in as may best please them. 'rhey are built of cottonwood lumber, boarded up and down, battened twenty feet from sill to plate, inclusive;
shingled with sixteen-inch cottonwood sawed shingles. The floors are laid
double of inch floofing; the doors, windows, and casing are white IJine, shipped
from St. Louis.
I have not yet found lime on the reservation, and in order to make these
buildings warm enough for winter use, I am having the inside bricked up with
adobes, to be plastered with clay and well whitewashed.
The warehouse for each tribe is to be twenty-five feet square, two stories high,
both under one roof, as the agents' residences, and of similar materials, excepting the filling of the adobes. vVe have the cellars already completed, and
most of the materials for these buildings are already on the ground.
The agents' office is to be sixteen ey twenty feet, one and a half story high,
built of sawed lumber four inches by eight, and laid up edge-ways, as a common
log house, and after the draft marked " 0," excepting the partitions.
The physician's office and interpreter's house are to be of the same size and
material. The school-house, twenty-two feet by forty, one story, twelve feet
high, boarded up and down, and finished in like manner with the agents' residences. 'rhe farmer's house is to be twenty by forty feet, two stories high,
of material and finish like the agents' residences. The barracks, for the use
of soldiers, to be twenty feet by forty, one story high, built of like material
and i~ like manner with the agents' residences. 'rhe barns will be twenty-five
by thirty feet. The smith and carpenter shops are to be in one building, twenty-five by fifty feet, boarded up and down and battened. The smith shop will
stand next the stockade, with an opening through it, secured by a gate seven
inches thick. The traders' houses will be of such dimensions as they please ;
but they, lik~ the smith shop, will have an opening through the stockade, the
gates and fastenings to be furnished by them; and neither smith nor trader will
allow any Indian to pass through their buildings into the stockade. I make
this ttrrangement so that no Indians will come inside the stockade, except by
permission of the agent on guard, thereby avoiding a surprise and preventing
their pilfering.
I have sunk a well in the centre of the stockade from which we are furnished
excellent water.
The common house for the Indians will be sixteen by twenty feet, one and ·a
half story high, built of sawed pieces four by eight, laid up edgeways and built
as a log house. This is to insure warmth, strength and durability, and I believe
is the best plan that can be adopted with the material, a plan of which is herewith transmitted, marked 0.
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FARMING.

In this department there has been much labor performed under the direction
of Chester Adams, esq., but many difficulties to encounter. There is a severe
drought in this country; the ground is parched and the grass is killed, and I am
told by those who passed through here that on Crow creek and other localities
the places that produced last year several tons of good hay to the acre will not
this year afford pasturage for a horse. We have broken the land that was low
enough to maintain green grass, even at this time, but the grass and willow roots,
together with the dry, hard soil, is too strong for ploughs, and it is difficult to
get a plough to run a whole day without breaking. This creates too much work
for our smiths, and we are delayed there again. We are not fortunate enough
to have a smith who understands making ploughs for this soil. We have, however, broken about one hundred acres for each tribe in a long, narrow strip parallel with the street and crossing many of the farms, so that each Indian will
haYe a small piece broken. We have planted about one hundred and fifty
bushels of potatoes, the balance of the land into corn, beans, peas, pumpkins,
squashes, turnips, &c.; but unless we ha-ve rains soon we will have no crop.
We have stopped the planting for this season, but are continuing our breaking.
1\fr. Adams bas had great difficulty in keeping the cattle from stampeding and
straying, and a part of the time bas kept two men watching all night; but with
all the care taken, fifty-seven head broke through the guards and travelled about
one hundred and ten miles before we could overtake them.
The soil of this country is good, and in a fair season would produce abundantly. It would be easily tilled after the sod is broken, and I can see no
reason why these Indians should not raise another year a good supply of corn
and vegetables; but this year they cannot count upon producing much.
SIOUX OF THE MISSISSIPPI.

The Sioux of the Mississippi arrived here on the thirtieth of May, 1,306 in
number. 'fhey have been peaceable, quiet, and disposed to do anything in their
power to aid in their location. They profess to be well pleased, and thankful
that their just Great ]!..,ather has done so well by them. They have been well
fed, and appear happy. They take a gr~at interest in their farms;, and are disposed to work. 'l'hey are careful of their timber, trying to save it from fires,
and do not peel their trees, as other Indians do.
WINNEBAGO INDIANS.

The Winnebago Indians arrived here in three different parties, numbering in
all 1,945. 'They have been well fed, and perhaps there has been too much distributed to them, for they had provisions to sell, as I am informed. I have,
however, cut clown their rations to what they consume. They are. not well
pleased with their location, and would like to return to 1\Iinnesota, or perhaps
to some other place among the whites. 'l'hey have lived so long among the
whites that they are more afraid of the wild Indians than are the whites. 'fhey
in council have requested me to write their Great ]..,ather for permission to move
among the whites again; but I think there will be no difficulty as soon as I can
get them some comfortable buildings. They are rather lawless, and I am
obliged to have everything watched closely to prevent pilfering. They destroy
their timber by peeling the standing trees. They take for canoes the saw-logs
that my employes have cut, and fall trees across our roads. They have kept
up every auuoyan~e that they could invent, until I have been obliged to send
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soldiers after them, and punish them by confinement. I believe I have now
made them understand their duty, and think hereafter I shall not be troubled by
them.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
CLARK W. THOMPSON,
Superintendent if Indian Affairs.

Ron.

WILLIAM

P.

Commissioner

DoLE,

if

Indian Affairs.

No. 159.
UsHE'R'S LANDING, June 25, 1863.
SIR: I find it impossible to protect the government property at this place
from the Indians with the small force I have here, having only forty men, and I
would recommend the erection of a stockade sufficiently large to protect the government property and accommodate your men. And I do consider a stockade
absolutely necessary (under existing circumstances) for the protection of the
government property.
NELSON MINER,
Captain, Commanding Detacltment.
Colonel C. W. THOMPSON,
Superintendent if Indian Affairs.

No. 159.
NW. EXPEDITION AGAINST INDIANS,
In Camp near Crow Creek Agency, Ju1y 16, 1863.
SIR : If in writing to you on affairs which do not legitimately belong to my
profession or duties I may be looked on as interfering with matters that do not
concern me, I hope you will pardon me, as such is not my intention.
I have been unavoidably detained here some few days by the steamboats belonging to the expedition, not being able to bring up supplies on account of the
low stage of water.
The chiefs of the Winnebagoes l6cated here have had several interviews
with me. They became kcquainted with me while I was stationed in :Minnesota,
and at their repeated and urgent request I write to you, not only what they
say, but what I know to be facts.
'l'heir fate has been harder than that of most Indian tribes. They have been
more frequently removed by order of the government in the last few years than
most tribes. Their last removal from Minnesota was bard for them, for they
were not implicated in the late massacres, yet it was absolutely necessary to remove them from there, and they are aware of this, and appreciate the motives.
But in the selection of their new locality for their reservation, I do not think
good judgment has been used.
I state this from my former knowledge of the country. r.rhe land is poor; a
low, sandy soil. I don't think you can depend on a crop of corn, even once in
five years, as it seldom rains here in the summer. There is no hunting in their
immediate vicinity, and the bands of Sioux near here arc hostile to them. If
they ever do procure anything worth stealing, they will be subject to depredations from small part.ies from the upper Indians without a military force is
constantly kept here to guard them.
r.rhey, the "\Vinnebagoes, tell me they are friends of the Omahas, and speak
nearly the same language. It is their wish to be united with them on the Omaha
reservation, and, as they say, the Omahas are in favor of this abo.
It appears to me certainly the most humane way to dispose of these Indians
HEADQUARTERS
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as well as the most economical to the government. I would also add, that in
my official report to General Pope I reported on this subject, and suggested his
reporting it to the War Department.
·
With much respect, your obedient servant,
ALFRED S ULLEY, Brigadier General.
Hon. SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR.

No. 160.
WAR DEPARTMENT,
JVaskington City, August 10, 1863.
SIR: I have the honor to transmit for your information the enclosed copy of
a letter of the 15th ultimo from Brigadier General Alfred Snlley, addressed to
M~or General John Pope, and by him transmitted to headquarters of the army
with au indorsement relating to certain Winnebago and Sioux Indians, in the
first military district of the department of the northwest.
I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant,
EDWINM. STANTON, Secretary of lVar.
Hon. J.P. UsHER,
Secretary of tlte Interior.
No. 161.
HEADQUARTERS F. l\f. DisT. DEPARTMENT NoRTHWEST,
In Camp above Crow Creek Agency, July 15, 1863.
MAJOR : I beg leave to make the following report in regard to the Indians at
this agency, which the commanding general can forward to Washington if he
think proper. I find both tribes very di~contented, and if troops are not constantly kept here, I think there will be trouble.
The Winnebagoes I £nd bard at work making canoes, with the intention of
quitting the agency and going to join the Omahas, or some other tribe:::, down
the river. I bad a council with them yesterday, in which they said they bad
been promised, when they left their last reservation, to be settled on the Big
Sioux river. How true this is I cannot say.
They also stated that nothing would grow here. They dare not go out to
hunt, for fear of the other tribes, and they would all starve to death. 'l'his I
believe to be true, without the government intends to ration them all the time.
The land is dry, sandy and parched up. I, however, told them they must stay
here until they get permission from W asbington to move; that if they attempted
it while I was away, they would be fired on by my troops stationed down the
river. I would send such orders to watch for them day and night.
The Sioux have not over sixty men, but a large number of women and children. The other bands of the Sioux above here are ~cry anxious, I understand,
to take them, and many of them anxious to go. I don't know but it would be
a good plan, for, as it is, I am satisfied the Minnesota Sioux husbands and brothers of the women have secret communication with them, and will induce them
to go off and join their party.
Eight left just before I arrived, with their kettles and packs, but a party of
soldiers sent after them brought them back.
'Vith much respect, your obedient servant,
ALFRED S ULLEY, Brigadier General.
Major J. F. MELINB,
Act'g Ass't Adj't Geneml, Department 1-lorthwest.
A true copy.
J. r . .riELI.LTE,
.Acting .Assistant Adjutant General.

444

REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR.

No. 162.
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,

Office of Indian Ajj'ai1·s, .August 12, 1863.
SIR: It has been represented to this office that the site selected for the new
Winnebago and Sioux reservations is unsuitable as a place of permanent abode
for those tribes. It is stated that the soil is dry and sandy, and unproductive,
and that very great dissatisfaction exists among the Indians in consequence
thereof.
If, in your judgment, these representations are well founded, you are directed
to communicate with the Indians and assure them that their Great Father did not
design that their new homef\ should be selected where they could not successfully cultivate the soil. You will also inform them that, in case their present
location is found unsuited to their wants, measures will be taken to secure
for them elsewhere a location that shall not be liable to such an objection; and
advise them to be patient and not suffer their disappointment to lead them to
undertake to remove without the consent of their Great }.,ather, as it is his determination that a home that· shall be healthy, pleasant and fertile, shall be furnished to them at the earliest practicable moment.
I desire to impress it upon your mind, and through you upon tl1e Indians,
that it is the intention of the government to deal with them in good faith and to
fulfil all the promises made to them; and, further, that in carrying this inten, tion into effect no unnecessary delay will be permitted and in the mean time
they will be supplied with the necessary means of subsistence.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

CHARLES E. MIX,
Acting Commissioner.

A. D.

BALCOMBE, Esq.,
TVinncbago .Agency, near moutl~ rif Crow c1·eck,
care qf P. M., Fort Randall, Dalwta Territory.

No. 163.
DEPART.i.VJENT OF THE INTERIOR,

· Office of Indian Affairs, October 31, 1863.
SIR: I enclose herewith a copy of a letter of the 22d instant, from Superintendent Branch, enclosing one from 0. H. Irish, esq., agent for the Omahas,
from which you will perceive that parties of Winnebagoes are arriving at the
Omaha agency and begging subsistence. This information is astounding to this
office, as it presumed that Agent Balcombe would adopt such measures as would
induce the \Vinnebagoes to remain upon their reservation, where it is understood
am1)le arrangements had been made for their subsistence until additional supplies
could reach them. Superintendent Branch has been directed to inRtruct Agent
Irish to provide subsistence for those at his agency until spring, from the means
of the Omahas; to keep an ·account of the same, the cost of which will be rcim. bursed.
From the foregoing you will perceive the necessity for your giving immediate
directions to Agent Balcombe to restrain hi::. Indians~from leaving the reservation.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
CHARLES E. MIX,
Acting Commissioner.
C. W. THOMPSON, Esq.,
Superintendent qf Indian Affairs, St. Paul, Minnesota.
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No. 164.
OFFICE OF SuPERINTENDENT oF INDIAN AFFAIRS,
St. Josepl~, JJiissouri, October 22, 1863.
SIR : I have the honor herewith to enclose a letter from Agent Irish, of the
16th instant, informing this office of the arrival at that agency of many Poncas
and Winnebagoes in a destitute condition.
From information received by me, from this and other sources, I am satisfied
that the Indians from the northern superintendency, sent to the upper ~ountry,
are in utter destitution, and they are working their way down the Missouri
river, and unless some action is taken by the department they will be scattered
by spring all along the Missouri river, greatly to the injury and annoyance of
the whites.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
H. B. BRANCH,
Superintendent qf Indian Affairs.
Ron. W. P. DoLE,
Commissioner, lVashington, D. C.

OMAHA INDIAN AGENCY, October 16, 1863.
SIR: Nearly the whole of the Ponca tribe of Indians are here and subsisting
upon the Omahas. I have written their agent a letter in regard to the matter,
a copy of which I herewith enclose. Please advise me what course I shall pursue in the premises.
I have also to report that small detachments of Winnebagoes are constantly
arriving in canoes, locating on our reserve, and begging for food to keep them
from starving. I have sent word to their agent of the fact, but received no reply.
I have found my duties on this reserve sufficiently burdensome in tAking care
of the Omahas, and I hardly wish this increase of responsibility unless it is the
expressed wish of the department that I should undertake it.
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
0. H. IRISH,
United States Indian Agent.
Ron. H. B. BRANGH,
Superintendent qf Indian Affai'rs, St. Joseplt, Missouri.

Ko. J 65.
D .EPARTME;VT OF THE INTERIOR,
Qtfice qf Indian Affairs, October 20, 1863.
SIR : Your communication of the 22d instant, enclosing a letter to you from
Agent Irish in reference to arrival at the Omaha agency of many Ponca and
\Vinnebago Indians in a destitute condition, is received.
In reply, I have to say that the subject has been laid before the Secretary of
the Interior, who directs that Agent Irish supply the wants, until spring, of such
of the Ponca and Winnebago Indians as have come among the Omahas, and
any that may hereafter come in a suffering condition, keeping an account of such
expenditures. Measures will be taken to reimburse him.
'_rhe governor of Dakota has recently been here, and the condHion of the
Ponca Indians discussed, and $1,000 was placed in his hands for their relief.
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He wnl doubtless take measures to return those now among the Omahas to their
proper agency.
Referring to your general remarks, as to the destitution of the Indians sent to
the upper country, and the probability that many of them will work their way
down and be scattered along the Missouri river, to the injury and annoyance of
the whites, I have to say. that should this prove to be a fact, you will direct the
agents, within whose agencies they may come, to provide for them in the same
manner that Agent Irish is directed to do. If the government bas to subsist
them it can be done much more cheaply there than in the upper country until
spring, when further and different action can be taken in reference to them.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
CHARLES E. MIX,
Acting Commissioner.
H. B. BRANCH, Esq.,
Superintendent of Indian Affairs, St. Joseph, Missou·ri.

No. 166.

May 7, 1863.
SIR : I l1avc to report to you that I started from the agency on the 23d ultimo,
for the purpose of visiting the Indians residing upon the several reservations
under my charge. I proceeded first to Leech lake, and arrived there on the 24th
day of April, examined the government buildings, and found them very much
damaged by the depredations committed by the Indians during the raid of last
summer. The windows, doors, and partitions of the school-house, office, and
warehouse, are entirely gone; but the most serious damage was upon the millpipes, and other fixtures of the machinery are broken and destroyed. I am
unable to say how much the eost of repairs would be. The chiefs in council
requested. that the buildings and mill should be repaired, and that the fund
which has formerly been used for farming purposes and other matters of utility
should be taken for that purpose. I examined. the gardens in the vicinity of
the buildings, and passed down the lake to Otter 'l'ail point and Two Points
for the same purpose. I procured a canoe and a voyager at Leech lake, and,
on the 27th day of April, started for Cass lake, visited the Indians at that
place and at Winnepeg lake, and passed down the Mississippi to the junction
of that and Leech Lake river, the proposed site of the new agency; thence I
proceeded down the river to Pokegama, Sandy lake, and Rabbit lake reservations, visiting the Indians at those places, and arriving at the agency on the
fifth instant, haviug travelled seventy miles by land and five hundred miles by
eanoe. I founu the Indians just returning from sugar-making; the yield of
sugar has been but about one-third the usual quantity. 'l'hey are all quiet,
peaceable, and well disposed, and, I think, look upon the troubles of last summer with regret. During my absence there were four Indians killed upon
Rabbit lake reservation in a drunken disturbance among themselves. It commenced by the killing of an Indian in revenge for a murder committed some
years since. Among the number killed ·was Crossing Sky, the principal chief
on the reservation.
I remain, sir, your obedient servant,
A. C. MORRELL,
Indian Agent.
Hon. C. W. THOMPSON,
Superintendent of Indian Affairs, St. Paul, llfinncsota.
CHIPPEWA,
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No. 167.
SAINT PAUL, June 3, 1863.
SIR: Since my last to you, Agent Morrell has arrived here in advance of six
Chippewas, Indians who were arrested by his order, whiskey having been
found in their possession. Their arrest was by the military from Fort Ripley.
The obje~ in bringing them here was to use them as witnesses before the
United States court, which the agent supposed commenced its session on the
first instant. '.rhe court does not meet until the fifteenth instant. 'l'hese Indians were escorted by a squad of cavalry, and reached here on the morning of
the thirtieth ultimo. I accompanied the agent to General Sibley. who, under
the circumstances, ordered them to 1!-,ort Snelling for shelter and subsistence,
until the court met. Within a day or two the small-pox broke out among
a party of contrabands located near that fort, and, as an act of precaution,
the general yesterday ordered their return to Fort Ripley, there to await the
orders of Agent Morrell, who left this place for his agency Sumlay evening.
Crow Wing is the place that supplies the Indians with whiskey, and the
agent states that it is carried on n0w to a greater extent than ever before, to
his knowledge; that it is impossible to convict parties, under -the laws of the
State, because the community in the vicinity are more or less interested in the
traffic, so that a jury cannot be obtained who will give such a verdict as will
punish the offenders. I went with Mr. Morrell to see Governor Ramsey, who
also expressed the same opinion. The only remedy he could suggest ·was to
modify the law of the State, so that a case could be tried remote from the
county in which the offence was committed.
General Sibley was appealed to, who, upon a written statement of facts,
referred the subject to General Pope, with the recommendation that he be
authorizr,d by the Secretary of War to declare martial law in the district complained of. Upon a united conference, it is believed that unless such a course
is adopted, the evils complained of cannot be eradicated or lessened.
Agent Morrel represents that unless some effective measures are adopted to
restrain this traffic, it will be impossible for him to retain his employes at Leech
lake, or to obtain others; that the entire difficulties encountered by him with
and among the Indians of his agency are engendered by the persons engaged
in this nefarious trade.
In view of all the facts surrounding the subject, permit me to suggest that
you use your influence, through the Secretary of the Interior, to obtain from
the Secretary of War the order desired by General Sibley, and that promptly.
The arrest of the Indians has had a good effect, but it is merely temporary.
To be effective and lasting, strong measures must be adopted.
I omitted in my last to state, that in conversation with Agent Balcombe, I
learned that there were at the agency various agricultural and other implements,
and also articles of subBistence in the hands of the superintendent of farms, undisposed of. I at once suggested that he direct that officer to sell the same at
public outcry immediately. Many of the articles are of a perishable nature,
and I must admit I was a little surprised that he had not given the order or
made a sale before leaving the reservation, particularly that the pork and flour
was not shipped with the Indians for s·ubsistence. Major Balcombe indicated by
his reply that, as he had received no instructions from any source, he was
out in the cold, and consequently left the articles in the possession of the officer
before designated, with directions for their protection. I do not know whether
the agent gave the order suggested, but, as a precautionary act, would it not be
best for you, should you agree with me, to direct the sale through this superintendency1 'l'he wife of Mr. Wycoff was buried yesterday. She had been

448

REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR.

very ill during the entire time since my arrival; consequently most of his time
was required at home.
Major Morrell informed me on Saturday that he expected that Hole-in-theday would come down on Sunday morning. The agent and myself were going
down street; when near the American hotel I was tapped on my ::>houlder, when,
looking around, I found it to be Hole-in-the-day. He had no interpreter with
him ; consequently nothing more than a how was uttered. Yesterday morning
be called upon me, chatted through his interpreter, a trader, name not recollected, an account of which I will give in another letter to-morrow. •
Personally I regret that I shall not be able to return to the office before the
15th instant; circumstances beyond my control; without neglecting official matters here prevent it.
Very respectfully,
·
CHARLES E. MIX.
Hon. WILLIAM P. DoLE,
Commissioner of Indian .A.fjairs.

No. 168.
SAINT PAUL, June 6, 1863.
SIR : In mine of the 3d instant, I indicated that I would write the next day
in relation to visit from Hole-in-the-day. I met him on the street the next
day, crhursday,) when he stated that he would call upon me that evening at
six o'clock, and submit a paper," black on white." I waited for him, but he did
not come; hence I postponed writing. Last night he came about seven o'clock,
with C. H. Beaulie, and remained until near ten o'clock. His tatk I will communicate on my return. He did not present the paper, stating that his friend,
' Judge Cooper, was sick, and that he could not prepare it for him. He desired
me to communicate the substance of what he said to the department; which I
agreed to clo.
I told him I had been detained here longer than I intended when I arrived,
and must hurry back. He desired to see me again. He has not yet (half-past
seven, p. m.) called. I shall leave here so as to be at the office, if nothing
happens to prevent it, on the fifteenth instant.
Mr. Wycoff submitted to me your letter enclosing a copy of one from Hon.
H. l\1. Rice to Secretary Usher, and of the endorsement of the latter, respecting
instructions to the commissioners appointed under the late Chippewa treaty to
be present at annuity payment, &c. The names of the commissioners have not
been communicated to the superintendent here by the department.
Very respectfully, &c.,
CHARLES E. MIX.
Hon. W. P. DoLE,
Commissioner of Indian .A.ffairs.

a

No. 169.
SAIN'r PAUL, Jitne 7, 1863.
To MY GREAT FATHER AT WASHINGTON: I have waited for many days to
get ourfriend to put in writing the wishes of myself and my people. I desired
that you should know what those wishes were, as I have always been taught to
believe that you were the friend of the Indian.
My people are unhappy and dissatisfied. I want to see them happy and
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contented. It is both to their interest and the interest of the white man that
they should be so, and they require but little to make them so.
We know that you are full of troubles, but what we ask will not increase
them, nor will it take your time and attention from the great interests now at
stake in this country. We are- loyal and friendly to tbe government. All the
traditions of my people teach us to be loyal, and we will always be ready, when
our Great Father wishes it, to prove our friendship and loyalty with our lives.
This is the feeling of the Chippewas of the Mississippi-of all the Ohippewat~
everywhere. I know this to be so, and they who say otherwise do injustice and
wrong to my people.
Some things I know have occurred that were calculated to cast a doubt upon
the friendly disposition of some of the bands of our nation, but, my ~~ather, all
men know that this was a mistake. The conduct of your Red lake children in
the commission of the uepredations on the Red river was not indicative of hostility to the white man or the government. It originated in the bane of our
people, whiskey; but for that, your Red lake children would have done no wrong.
'.fhe depredations committed by my own people have all been explained to the
Ron, :Mr. Secretary Usher, and never were intended as a menace to the white
man, or disloyalty to the government, which has always tried to treat us fairly.
But we are unhappy. A nurn_ber of the chiefs and headmen of our bands
have already lost their lives. 'rhe young men are full of discontent, and further
troubles are threatened unless something can be done to satisfy them, and young
and old are now of one mind.
'l'he cause of this trouble and discontent is the late treaty, negotiated by some
of the chiefs and headmen, through Mr. Rice, at Washington. It is a bad
treaty 'for my people, although liberal on the part of the government. It requires many of us to give up good homes for poor ones, the very poorest ones
that can be selected in the whole northwest, and yet does not even compensate
us by removing my people beyond the reach of whiskey. On the contrary, the
whiskey trader would succeed far better there than where we now arc. This is
wrong.
One of the greflt objects that I desire to have accomplished is, to place my
people beyond the influence of an evil that is destroying them by scores every
year. Another is to induce them to engage in pursuits of agriculture. This
hns long been my wish, and my example was not wanting, as for years I have
been engaged in cultivating my farm. Last year, however, owing to troubles
with the agent our Great Father sent us, I was unable to procure seed, and later
in the season bad white men destroyed all I had in the world in the way of
property, except that which was indestructible, the land.
.
Owing to that misuuderstanding with our agent, who is now gone, and tl1e
destruction of my property, I am no longer able to afford the assistance to my
people that I once did.
,
1Jut speaki11g of the objects to be accomplished by a new treaty. They
were, 1st, the removal as far as possible from the white people, and thus lessening the corrupting influences of the evil-disposed among them.
2d. The iutroduction of the arts of industry, especially of agriculture.
As to the first, I have already stated that the new reservation, instead of
effecting or enabling us to effect that, it lessens it, as the means of in~rcourse,
especially from Lake ~uperior and beyond the lines, are far greater than now.
And as to the second, were we tl) hunt out every available foot of arable land,
we could not find in the reservation, without encroaching on our Pillager friends,
enough to raise food for our families, to say nothing of game, to which, for many
years, we mnst still look in a greater or less degree for subsistence. Thus we
are not removed from the evil influences that have heretofore been so destructive, nor have we either good farm lands, game, or fish. 'l'he present treaty
gives us little but swamps or marshes, where locations Can be selected, that corn29 (

'
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bine all these elements of comfort and content to our people ; that is, good land,
game, fish, rice, and sugar. Here we have neither, to any considerable extent.
'.rrue, we may find a little rice and a few fish, but not sufficient for my people,
not enough to save them from starvation. If a treaty were made with the Red
lake Indians, a tract of country of the best character for my people might be
secured, without any outlay or expense to the government ; say that strip of
land lying on the Wild Rice river, between the 4 7° and 48° north latitude, and
east of the Red river. r.rhere is every advantage of good soil, game, fish, rice,
sugar, cranberries, and a healthy climate.
I say to you, my Father, that this country has every advantage for my people;
and then it will remove them beyond the reach of the evil influence I have already spoken of, to a greater extent than any other possible location. Make
this treaty with our brothers and friends at Red lake, and then enter into a new
treaty with us, giving us a common reservation on the Wild Rice river in lieu of
the one assigned to us under the treaty of last winter.
·
rrhis late treaty never will, never can, satiHfy our people. A. reservation on
the Wild Rice would satisfy them all, and they would leave their pr~sent homes
and go to their new ones happily, and with a feeling that a better future was
before them.
I can, my Father, be of some advantage to you in negotiating a treaty with
the Red lake Chippewas . I have never before offered to do so; but if it is
your wish that a treaty should be made with them, and you will communicate
that wish to me, I will do everything in my power to secure such a treaty
as will be just to my Red lake friends, and yet fair 1:\nd liberal towards the
government. I know such a treaty as my Great Father desires can be made for
the Red River valley, and I am ready to aid and assist in its negotiatiorf if my
Great Father desires me to do so. 'l'he sooner this is done the better, as it would
have a tendency to quiet the discontent now existing among my people generally, by holding out to them a prospect of a good and pleasant home somewhere near or in the valley of the Wild Rice.
When the news of the treaty reached us at the agency I did everything to
make them satisfied, without knowing what the 1wovisions of the treaty were ;
but when my ])eople 'learned that the chiefs who had gone to Washington had
exchanged their present homes for a mere swamp and marsh, and had received
and given away, or idly spent, so large a sum as sixteen thousand dollars out of
their arrearage fund, it was impossible to restore quiet, and equally impossible
to preserve the peace. Occasionally they would seem contented, but the moment they got whiskey among them the opposition to the treaty :would manifest
itself, and three of my people,· one head chief and two subordinate ones, were
killed. True, those disturbances originated in liquor, but the 1·eal cause of the
murder was the opposition to the treaty.
I cannot now, my Father, point out in detail all the objections to the treaty;
there are many. It was negotiated, so far as my people bad anything to do
with it, by those who were thoughtless, and unaccustomed to look after the interests of the nation. They were without experience, and, as my ~,ather knows,
the head chiefs were not parties to the treaty, and unless entirely satisfactory
in every provision, it would not be respected as if it had been negotiated by myself and those whom the bands indicated as their representatives. But give us
some assurance, my Father, that you sometimes think of us; and when you do,
that it is of our welfare; that you have our interest at heart, and that we may
live in the hope that new and proper homes will be given us together, and that
a new treaty may soon be negotiated.
I speak this in behalf of, and in the name of, my people, and beseech you,
my Father, to open your ears and heart to what I have said. Your children
will be better and happier, and you will be better instead of worse off, as removed thus from all contact with vice.
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I now, my Father, have a word in respect to myself and my affairs. When
last winter our great father, Judge Usher, was at the agency. he learned the
loss I had sustained by the burning of my dwelling-house, and the destruction
of my furniture and f~uming lftensils, by two evil-disposed white men, named
Peter Kelly and Ezra Briggs. .These men boasted of having burned my dwelling, and it was well understooa that they did it. Judge Usher assured me that
when a treaty was made, provision should be made, for the payment to me of
these losses; and yet, my Father, although everything destroyed by my people
was willingly provided for, out of our annuities, nothing was done to compensate me for losses that have rendered me poor, homeless, and unable to provide
for the support and education of my poor children. My own health has been
impaired by consequent exposure, and I feel that in justice something should be
done to make good these losses. The house could not now be rebuilt, furnished
as it was, and the farm again supplied with implements for $5,000; and that
sum would be far from sufficient to cover my losses ; those incidental to the destruction of my house and farming utensils were nearly equal to the actual
losses, as my fences have been destroyed, my fields grown wild, and my whole
farm a complete waste.
Let me, therefore, my Father, appeal to you in the name of justice to order
that ~omething be done for my relief, and the relief of my family.
I would be satisfied with $5,000 as a compensation for the actual destruction
of property, and refer you to all respectable men about Crow Wing, who will
tell you that that sum would not replace my house, furniture, and utensils as
they were at the time the felons applied the torch to my dwelling.
'These, my Father, are the words I wished to speak to you. I speak them
sincerely, honestly, frankly-not in the spirit of 'complaint, but frankly, and with
the feeling of friendship and good will towards you, yuur people, and my own.
Believing that I have asked only for what is right, and for the good of my
people, as well as the white people who are our neighbors, I trust that you,
my Father, will consider upon what I have said, and do for a poor aud ·suffering·
race what right, justice, and your own generosity will dictate.
Believe me, then, my Father, to be what my people always have been, and
what they and I now am, your friend and the friend of the white man,
HOLE-IN-THE-DAY.
His Excellency the PRESIDENT,
An'd 'the COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS, Washington, D. C.

No. 170.
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,
Office Indian Ajj'airs, October 2, 1863.
SIR: Referring to the following mentioned communications from your office,.
I have to direct that you will avail of your anticipated trip to make payment
to the Chippewas, to acquaint yourself fully with the subjects therein referred
to, and report to this office.
1. Letter of July 31, enclosing one from Agent Morrill of July 28, showing
the condition of affairs at Leech lake.
2. Letter of August 3, enclosing one from Agent Morrill of July 31, relative
to the taking from the warehouse, by some Indians, of some net twine and tobacco, and his request to Colonel Thomas for twenty or twenty-five soldiers.
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3. L etter of August 7, enclosing one from Agent Morrill, showing the feeling
of the Indians under his charge.
Very respectfully,
CHARLES E . .MIX,
Actiug Commissioner.
C. W. THoMPSON, Esq.,
Superintendent of Indian .Ajj'airs, St. Paul, Minnesota.

No. 171.
OFFICE SuPERINTENDENT OF INDIAN AFFAIRS,
.
St. Paul, July 31, 1863.
Sm : In accordance with instructions from Superintendent r~rhompson, I
herewith enclose a letter from Agent Morrill, under date of 28th instant, showing the condition of affairs at Leech lake during his recent visit there.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
C. G. WYKO:FF, Clerk.
Ron. WM. P.DOLE,
Commissioner of Indian Affairs, Wash.ington, D. C.

CHIPPEWA, July 28, 1863.
SIR: I returned from Leech lake on the 26th instant, where I found all the
Indians quiet and in the best humor I have ever seen them. They are in
great need of tobacco this season, more so than usual, on account of their not
obtaining any from the traders. I distributed considerable among them, to,gether with net twine and provisions.
.
Their crops will be an entire failure, and some apprehension is felt in regard
'to the crop of rice, as in the present stage of water it will be impossible to
.gather it; and if there should be heavy rains it would raise the bottom on which
it grows, and thereby causing the rice to fall over, m~king it i.mpossible to
.collect it.
I found the mill in complete repair and 1·unning. The school-house has also
been repaired, and the school in operation.
I remain, respectfully, your obedient servant,
A. C. MORRILL,
Indian Agent.
Hon. C. W. THOMPSON,
Superintendent of Ind£an Affairs, St. Paul, ]}finnesota.

No. 172.
CHIPPEWA, July 31, 1863.
SIR: I received intelligence from Leech lake yesterday, informing me that
a few hours after I started from there on my return home, five Indians, who
were the only ones remaining, made some excuse to the person having charge
of the warehouse, for him to open it, when they went in and helped themselves
to a few pounds of net twine and tobacco which was reserved for the Oass and
Winnepeg Indians. They took all of the tobacco, and about one-third of the
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net twine. Mr. Garden took a part of the net twine away from them, whereupon they left and went quietly to their homes.
A majority of the Indians feel indignant towards them, and desire to have
them punished.
The employ(~S who have families there are somewhat timorous, and want a
few soldiers sent to the lake. I have written to Colonel Thomas, requesting
'
twenty or twenty-five soldiers to be sent to that place.
I have not the slightest apprehension of any trouble, for I never saw the Indians better disposed than at present. There are a few at Leech lake, however,
who are reckless and bad, ap.d if dealt with properly in time, or if they are
given to understand that such things are not to be overlooked, may save trouble
in future.
'!'hose who were at St. Paul with me, and whom I kept so long, were of the
worst Indians in the whole nation, but since their return I have never seen
better disposed Indians.
I remain, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
A. C. MORRILL.

Ron. C. W.

THoMPSON,

1:iuperintcndent

of Indian

Affairs, St. Paul, Minnesota.

No. 173.
CHIPPEWA, August 4, 1863.
Sm : Everything remains quiet, as when I last wrote you. I have heard from
Leech lake every day, and, although there are a few Indians who would like
to see another raid, yet they are so few and of so little influence, that I do not
apprehend any difficulty. Some of the Indians are already removing to their
rice fields, and as soon as they are all scattered for the purpose of collecting
rice, which will be by the 20th of this month, the uneasy and tumultuous season
will be over.
The feeling which manifests itself among these few arises from the fact of
the arrest and retention of several of their number by the military authorities
in the vicinity of ~.,ort Abercrombie, and also the non-distribution of the presents, which they say were promised them in the spring. I have no official information whether such promises were made, nor whether the goods which arrived here in the spring were for that purpose; and without special instructions,
I should not consider it policy to distribute them, as such distributions, in my
opinion, would cause more ill feeling, by far, than at present exists.
These same Indians who now try to create a feeling for the reason that they.
have not received their goods, would be the very ones who would not receive
them when offered, and would raise a terror over other Indians to prevent their
taking them, for they have an impression that these goods are an offset for their
money that was retained last fall from their annuities, and should be distributed
only to those from whom the money was retained. It would follow that, the
Indians being called together for the payment of these goods, and these being
so few, it would be impossi~le to distribute them per capita; ill feeling would at
once arise between the parties who received their annuities last fall and thos3
who did not, and bP,tween all the Indians and those who were in Washington;
the bad would finally rule and override those who are well disposed. The result
would be, .no goods could be distributed fairly, but there would be a hostile
camp of Indians, either to be dispersed by military force or to be treated with
by the government, and a collection of those Indians is all that has been desired by the ruling spirit of the bad, since the treaty was made, for the purpose
of iwisting upon a modification of it.
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As long as they are scattered they are easily managed; and if it is considered
necessary to distribute these goods as presents, it would be better that it should
be done in cold weather, when they feel the need of clothing, and are willing to
receive it in the manner the government sees fit to make the distribution. But,
in my opinion, it would be better that there should be an early payment, and
all the goods distributed together.
' I remain, sir, 1·espectfully, your obedient &ervant,
A. 0. MORRILL,
Indian Agent.

Ron. 0. W.

THOMPSON,

S~tperintendeut

.

o/ Indian

Affairs, St. Paul, Minnesota.

No. 174.
OFFICE OF THI:S LAKE SUPERIOR INDIAN AGENCY,

Bayfield, Wisconsin, June 19, 1863.
SIR: Presuming that any intelligence which is reliable regarding the R.ed

lake Indians will be accepted, I have to state that four of the Red lake Indians
have been visiting one of the chiefs of the La Pointe bands, who was a halfbrother to one of the Indians. 'They made me several visits, and· inquirecl
whether their Great Father designed sending commissioners to make a treaty
with them. They said the Red lake Indians have friendly feelings toward
their white brethren, and still entertain the same hatred toward the Sioux that
they always had. They said that a few of their young men had met with the
Sioux and smoked with them, and talked about joining them in their warfare
against the whites; but that when it was found out the Red Lakes tried to kill
these young men, and they had to escape, they said they did not want their
chiefs to go away to make a treaty, but wanted commissioners to come to their
country. 'rhey inquired particularly about the war, and said their young men
wanted to know all about it. I made them presents of pork, flour, tobacco, a
saw, an auger, some nails, salt, files, &c., and gave them an order on the blacksmith for four hoes, two axes, spea1·s, fire steels, &c., &c. They appeared very
grateful, and I have no doubt the visit will have a good effect upon them.
· Very respectfully, yom' obedient servant,

L. E. WEBB,
United States lndian .Agent.

Ron. W. P. DoLE,
Commissioner

if Indian

Affairs, Wasltington, D. C.

No. 175.
DEPARTMBNT OF STATE,

Wasltington, May 29, 1863.
SIR: I have the honor to enclose for your information the copy of a communication of the 27th instant, addressed to this department by Lord Lyons, respecting supplies of arms to Indians on the northern frontier of the United States.
I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant,
~
},, W. SEWARD, Acting Secretary.

Ron. J. P.

UsHER,

Sec1·etary

if the

Interior.
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No. 176.
WAsHINGTON, Ma.1J 27, 1863.
Sm: With reference to your note of the 12th of January last, and to the subsequent correspondence respeeting supplies of arms to Indians on the frontier,
I have the honor to transmit to you a copy of a circular which has been issued
by the Hudson's Bay Company, in conformity with a suggestion from her
~fajesty's government that the CO{Ilpany should exercise its authority and influence to prevent the hostile Indians on either side of the frontier from being
supplied with arms, ammunition, or military stores, to be used against }Jeaceful
inhabitants of the United States.
I have the honor to be, with the highest consideration, sir, your most obedient,
humble servant,
LYONS.
Ron. WILLIAM H. SEWARD, <fc., ~c., ~c.

No. 177.
MoNTREAL, March 13, 1863.
DhAR SIR: By instructions from the governor and committee, I herewith
transmit copies of a letter addressed to the governor from the colonial office, under di~.te of 20th of February last, and of a circular from the Indian department
of the Canadian government to its agents, on the subject of the apprehended
removal of hostilities on the part of the Sioux and other disaffected tribes within
the United States. The Hudson's Bay Company's aid has been invoked towards
quelling the spirit of disaffection which exists among those Indians, and I have
to beg you willlooe no opportunity that may offer in which your counsel and advice may have a salutary defence on the Indians within your own immediate
district. You will further be pleased to give effect to the desire of her Majesty's
government, as regards withholding from the hostile Indians arms, ammunition,
and military stores to be used against our neighbors within the United States
frontier . In conclusion, you will at all times, and in all places, make it your aim
to employ the company's influence and resources towards the maintenance of
peace and good order, as well within the adjoining States as on our own side of
the frontier.
your obedient servant,
EDWARD M . .HOPKINS.
The OFFICERS in clwrge of Fm·t William, Micllipicaton,
Sault de J.I!Iarie, and La Clocke.

No. 178.
DEPARTMENT OF STATE,
WasMngtvn, July 2, 1863.
SIR: Lord Lyons left with me this morning the copy of a letter of the 3d
ultimo from A. G. Dallas, governor-in-chief of Rupert's Land, to General Sibley,
in which an account is given of an interview which the governor had with Little
Crow, chief of the Sioux Indians, at that settlement, towards the close of the
month of May last. I now h~ve the honor to enclose a transcript of that letter
for your information.
I have the honor to be your obed,.ient servant,
WILLIAM H. SEWARD.
Ron. J.P. UsHER, Secretary of the Interior.

456

Rl~PORT OF THE

SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR.

No. 179.
Lette'r from Governor Dallas to General Sible'!:/.
FoRT GARRY, RED RIVER June 3, 1863.
Sm : Upon the 29th ultimo this settlement was visited by a party of about
eighty Sioux Indians, under the guidance of the chief, Little Crow, with whom
I held two interviews. At the second of ~hese he stated the object of the visit
to be, first, to ask of me to write to you in their behalf, begging you to restore
all the prisoners in your hands, and stating, also, in general terms, their wish to
make peace, but, if refused, they must fight in self-defence; second, to ask of us
provisions and ammunition. In reply, I promised to write as requested; and as
I knew they were starving, and if not fed weuld of necessity help themselves, I
promised to give them some food. I declined, however, to give them any ammunition, on the ground, that while at peace with the people of the United States
we could not do so, neither could they, or I in their behalf, consistently appeal
to you to make peace, if I were, at the same time, to be supplying them with
munitions of war. To this they replied that they were starving, and wanted
ammunition, not to fight, but to hunt. We nevertheless persisted in our refusal,
and had no little difficulty in prevailing upon them to leave the settlement, apparently satisfied. I endeavored to ascertain why they were at war with the
people of the United States, but could only elicit the general reply, that they
had been for a series of years badly treated, that good faith had not been kept
with them, and that they had not received the full amount of their annual payments and allowances. It was also bitterly complained of that they had been
unfairly induced to yield up American prisoners in their hands, while their countrymen in the hands of the Americans \Vere hanged, and some of them were still
detained as prisoners. I confined my reply to stating that I knew that the President of the United States, was possessed of a kind heart, and wished to keep
faith with them, and to see them treated justly and liberally; that, possibly,
through inadvertence or misconduct on the part of subordinates, their allowances
might not have reached them in due time, or to the full extent, but that I would
now, in c0mpliance with their request, endeavor to bring their grievances to the
notice of the American government, with a view of establishing a better understanding in the future.
In thus addressing you I do so, not as the advocate, but simply as the exponent of the wishes of the Sioux, in compliance with their reguest and according to my promise, the question being one beset with many difficulties which it
woulJ be out of place in me to meddle with. Even were the natural desire for
retribution on the part of your countrymen to be waived, the security of the
fut~re has to be looked to, and there will, no doubt, be great unwillingness to
trust the good faith of the Sioux. Upon the other hand, sl10uld the war be
pressed against them, nothing short of extermination will quiet them. They
state emphatically that they know they are fighting with rope around their
necks; that they have no alternative bti.t to make peace, or continue a war to the
knife.
Apologizing for the liberty I have taken, and which, under the circumstances,
I dare say you will pardon,
I have, &c.,
A. G. DALLAS,
Govemor-in- Chief of Rupe'r t' s Land.
General SIBLEY, ~c., ~-c., ~-
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No. 180.
ST. CLOUD, September 3, 1863.
SIR: I reached this place on last evening with my party, goods, provisions, &c., and after resting here and insuring every preparation to-day, I
leave on to-morrow morning, and hope to reach the crossing of the Red Lake
river on the 15th instant, the day I have notified the Indians that I would be
there.
I should have been prepared more than ten days since, but I was still hopeful
of securing the escort of Major Hatch's battalion, which you had advised me I
should have. The delay in getting his arms, &c., having been greater, I suppose, than was anticipated, I · became apprehensive that a much longer delay
might defeat the negotiation for the fall, and I finally made a rl3qnisition on
General Sibley for an escort of two companies of mounted men and a section of
mountain howitzers, which he has consented to afford me.
The price of transportation of oats, and, indeed, of all manner of supplies, is .
so high that I am confident the sum of $6,000 remitted me for this treaty will
not be sufficient to meet expenses, and hope you will be. prepared for the necessity which may be forced upon me as I return to draw on you for a few thousand dollars more. My estimate, you will recollect, in writing you some time
since, was, that $10,000 would be required.
Very respectfully, your obedient Sfrvant,
ALEXANDER RAMSEY.

DEAR

Ron. W. P. DoLB,
Commissioner qf lnd£an Affairs .

•

No. 181.
Rim LAKB RIVER CRossiNG,
lforthern Minnesota, September 22, 1863.
· SIR: On yesterday, with my party and escort, I reached this place, having
come by the way of Fort Abercrombie, for the purpose of bringing with me
one hundred aud thirty barrels of flour as well as other goods, the remains of
last year's operations.
I found about eight hundred Red lake Indians here, and to-day about four
hundred Pembina Indians and half-breeds arrived, having been twelve days on
the way.
I shall open business with them faYorably on to-morrow, and hope to be successful in the negotiation of a treaty, but fear I shall have to spend considerable time in bring·ing them from their high pretensions.
Mr. Rice, as you have probably learned, was too i'1l to accompany me. If
successful, I will return by way of Crow Wing, and there effect the arrangement
(suggested by the Secretary of the Interior) with the Mississippi ChippP-was.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
ALEXANDER RAMSEY.
Hou. W. P. DoLE,
Commissioner qf Indian Affairs, Wasl~ington, D. C.

No. 182.
ST. PAUL, October 16, 1863.
SIR: I arrived with my party from the crossing of Red Lake river on last
evening. On Sunday evening last I wrote you from Crow Wing, to be tele-
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graphed from this place, that I had effected a favorable treaty with the chiefs of
the Chippewas of Red lake and Pembina, on the 2d instant. I will, so soon as •
pressing business will allow, report you all the proceedings in detail; and forward
you a duplicate copy of the treaty. Substantially, the boundaries of the purchase I made are as follows:
Commencing at the intersection of the international boundary with the Lake
if tlw lVoods; thence in a southwest direction to the head of Thieving river;
thence following that stream to its mouth; thence in a direct line to the head of
Wild Rice river; thence following the boundary of the Pillage cession of 1855,
to the mouth of said river; thence up the channel of the Reel river to the mouth
of the Cheyenne; thence up said river to Lake. Chicot, (near the eastern extremity of Devil's lake;) thence north to the international boundary; thence east, on
said boundary, to the place of beginning.
Of the seven chiefs present, all but one joined in the treaty, and to all it gave
satisfaction; $20,000 per annum is to be paid for twenty years, one-fourth of
this to be, in the discretion of the President, applied to agricultural and other
beneficial purposes; $l00,000 is appropriated to pay depredations, arrange
affairs, &c.; one or twC? thousand for miscellaneous purposes.
The number of Indians reported was from ten to fifteen hundred. To iny
great disappointment the agent intrusted with bringing the Indians from Pembina brought down not only the chiefs and headmen, as I instructed him, but
the whole body of half-breeds and Indians, and presented me a bill of near
eighteen hundred dollars for their subsistence clown. Owing to this, I am compelled. to draw on you for one draft in favor of Charles Bm·tinea, and one in
favor of James M. Feteridge; part of this account I advanced the parties on
the spot.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
ALEXANDER RAl\1SEY,
Commissioner.
Ron. W. P. DoLE,
Commissioner of Indian Affairs, Washington, D. C.

No. 183.
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,
Office if Indian Affairs, August 4, 1863.
GENTLEMEN: Having been advised (by letters from you of 18th May and
15th ultimo) of your acceptance of the appointment sent you by the Secretary
of the Interior on 9th May, under the 7th article of the treaty of 11th March
last, with Chippew·as. of the Mississippi, to wit: " The President shall appoint
a board of visitors, to consist of not less than two nor more than three persons,
to be selected from such Christian denominations as he may designate, whose
duty it shall be to attend the annuity payments to the Indians, and to inspect
the fields and other improvements of the Indians, and to report annually thereon
on or before the first day .of November, and also as to the qualifications and
moral deportment of all persons residing upon the reservation under authority
of law," &c. And the same, as g·iven herewith above, being deemed sufficiently
explanatory as to the objects contemplated in the commission; and the time
having nearly come when its duties should be entered upon, I have to advise
you that, in so doing, you will give particular attention to the lands on which
the Indians are located with a view to certain complaints made relative to them
by the Indians, and you will state to them, in terms not too strong in encouragement, that Governor Ramsey has been instructed to negotiate with Indians
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in northern :Minnesota to see if lands can be obtained there better adapted to the
wants and necessities of the Indians of the Chippewa nation, and which the
department will be in favor of securing to them, provided Congress shall grant
the aid which would be demanded in the premises.
Superintendent Thompson will inform you definitely of the time of the annual
payment of the annuities, and of whatever he may judge necessary in view of
your contemplated visit to the Chippewa payment.
I enclose a copy of a letter from Hon. 1\Ir. Rice, approved by the Secretary
of the Interior, in regard to your ascertaining the number of acres prepared for
cultivation under former treaties, and the condition of same upon the several
reservations, ceded by treaty of 11th 1\Iarch, 1863, and also upon the Leech,
Cass, and Winnepic lakes reservations, &c., which objects you will consider as
included particularly in your instructions herewith.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
W.iYI. P. DOLE, Commissimter.
Rigllt Rev. HENR. B. WHIPPLE, Bishop of Minnesota,
Rig·ht Rev. 'THOMAS L. GRACE, Bishop of St. Paul,
Reverend 'l'HOMAS S. WILLIAMSON, Davenport, Iowa,
Board qf Visiton, Chippewas, ~-

No. 184.
DEPARTMENT OP THE INTERIOR,
Office o/ Indian Affain, September 15, 1863.
SIR: I have to acknowledge the receipt of the petition of certain Winnebago
Indians, of fnll and mixed blood, for a distributive share of the annuities and
the proceeds of the sale of lands in the late reservation in Blue Earth county,
1\Iinnesota, referred by you to this office on the 22U. ultimo for a report.
On the subject of said petition, I have to say that it is the opinion of this office
that when any member of a tribe abandons his tribal relation, and ceases to live
with the tribe, he is not Pntitled to claim any portion of the tribal fund.
Annuities arc for the benefit of the tribe so long as that relation is sustained ;
and the more civilized and christianized any members of the tribe may become,
the more valuable is their influence for good upon the balance of the tribe, but
by scverir1g the tribal connexion this good influence is lost. Those who thus
·separate themselves from their tribe and remain on their lands do so from their
own choice; and it is presumed that the advantages accruing to them from living
in a more civilized, cultivated, and industrious community. will more than offset
any interest they may relinquish by the change.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
CHARLES E. MIX,
Acting Commissioner.
Hon. J.P. UsHER,
Secretary of the Interior

No. 185.
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,
Wasl~ington, D. C., September 17, 1863.
SIR: I approve the conclusions to which you have arrived in your report of
the 15th instant, on the petition of certain vVinnebago Indians, of full and mixed
blood, for a distributive share of the annuities and proceeds of the sales of lands
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in the reservation in Blue Earth county, Minnesota, and transmit herewith a
copy of my letter, of this date, to Francis Beveridge, esq., Winnebago agency,
}Iinnesota, transmitting a copy of your rer>Ort, an:l informing him of the views
of the department respecting the application made in the petition referred to.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
J.P. USHER,
Secretary qf tl~e Interior.
CHAS. E. Mix, Esq.
Acting Commissioner qf Indian Affairs.

No. 186.
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,
O.fflce qf Indian Ajj'airs, July 3, 1863.
GENTLEMEN: By direction of the Secretary of the Interior, I have to instruct
you to omit in your appraisement the selections of lands for such of the Winnebago Indians as are so far civilized as to prefer to remain on their lands, and who
are willing to abandon their tribal relations, and al$o of all those who are now
absent serving as soldiers in the army of the United States, with a view to calling the attention of CongrefiS to the subject at its next session.
' 'l'he following persons are represented as now se1:ving in th.e 2d regiment
Minnesota volunteers, and you will not appraise their lands. Their allotments
are as folows :
James Peltry, NE. -! of SE. -!, sec. 9, township 107 so nth, range 25 east.
William Gleason, W. ~of NW.-!, sec. 22, township 107 south, range 25 east.
Lewis Lanndrosh, W. t of SE.-l;, sec. 34, townsl1ip 107 south, range 24 east.
James B. La Qucene, W. ~of SE. f, sec. 29, township 107 south~ range 25 east.
The following have been reported to this office as desirous of retaining their
locations, and you will omit in the appraisement the lands of any or all of these
persons who may come within the rule prescribed by the Secretary :
Madam White, E.~ of SE. f, sec. 8, township 107 south, range 25 cast.
Mitchel St. Cyr, S. ~ of SW. f, sec. 8, township 107 south, range 25 east.
p t M
·
{ NE. i of NW. f, sec. 16, township 107 south, range 25 east.
e er anaige,
SE.l of SW.-!, sec. 10. township 107 south, range 25 east
Charles Manaige, N. of NW.-!, sec. 17, township 107 south, range 25 east.
Chapman, NE. i of NE. f, sec. 31, township 108 south, range 25 east.
Catherine Mayotte, lot 1 of NW. f, sec. 31, township 108 south, range 25 east.
Mary M. Alexander, lot 2 of NW.-!, sec. 31, township 108 south, range 25 east.
Jock La Queene, lot 2 of SW. t• sec. 31, township 108 south, range 25 east.
Simco La Queene, N. ~of lot 1 of SW.-!, sec. 31, township 108 south, range
25 east.
Harriet Grignon, lot 2 of SW. t• sec. 6, township 107 south, range 25 east.
Alexander Pagjeur, W. ~ of NW. t• sec. 7, township 107 south, mnge 25 east.
1\Ioses St. Cyr, NE.l of SE. f, sec. 7, township 107 south, range 25 east.
Louis Pelky. W. ~of NE. !, sec. 9, township 107 south, range 25 east.
Joseph La Gree, SW. -!of SE.-!, sec. 25, township 107 south, range 24 east.
Jane Wagner, W. t of SE -!, sec. 33, township 107 south, range 24 east.
Samuel Wagner, NE. ! of SE. !, sec. 33, township 107 south, range 24 east.
Charles T. La Reviere, SE.-! of SE. -!.sec. 33, township 107 south, range 24 east.
Ma~·y Paroult, W.
of SW. -!, sectio~ 3.:1, township 107 south, range 24 east.
Sophia Foyles, SW.! of SE. -!, section 16, township 107 south, range 25 east.
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Should there be others desirous of remaining on their lands, who come within
the foregoing rules, you will omit the appraisement of their lands, and in your
report to this office you will furnish a list of the names of all persons thus
omitted.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
CHARLES E. :1\IIX,
Acting Commissioner.

P. EVANS,
H. L. THOl\1AS,
ERI

A. wARNER,
Commissioners,

CHARLES

ere.,

Winnebago Agency, Minnesota.
No. 187.

Hon.

WILLIAM P. DoLE,
Commissioner if Indian Affairs.
The boar~ of visitors appointed by the President under the treaty made by
the United States with the Chippewa Indians, .March 19, 1863, respectfully
report that, in accordance with their instructions, they have attended the pay·
ments made to the .Mississippi and Pillager Indians.
'rhe Mississippi bands were called to receive their annuities on the 23d day
of October. They did not arrive until the 26th. 'l'he superintendent waited
two days, and then left for the Upper Missouri. The Indians were called in
council the 26th, when it was found that all of the bands were present except
the Mille Lac Indians. The agent informed the Indians that be could pay
them seven dollars per capita, in United States currency and coin, and that he
was ready to distribute their goods. 'l'he chiefs consented to receive their payment as proposed, but protested that it was unjust and a violation of the treaty
to pay them in anything but coin.
'l'he payment was made on the 27th. There were thirteen hundred and
twenty-five persons on the pay-roll, of whom two hundred and fifty-one persons were of mixed blood, viz: residing on the reservations, sixty-three; residing at other places, one hundred and eighty-eight, (188,) all of whom received seven dollars per capita, making nine thousand two hundred and seventyfive dollars, ($9,275.) Twenty-three chiefs received, in sums from five dollars
to three hundred and fifteen dollars, thirteen hundred and thirty-three dollars
and thirty-one one-hundredths, ($1,333 31.) The persons of mixed blood were
paid chiefly in United States currency; the Indians received about two sevenths
in coin. 'l'he distribution of goods were made to the bands and delivered to
the chiefs. There was no opportunity for us to compare the goods with the
invoices, or to form any correct opinion of their value. 'l'he agent informed
us that he had received no invoice of the goods which were sent as presents
after the ratification of the treaty at Washington, and which made a part of the
goods distributed at the payment.
The packages were alreauy opened and the goods separated into parcels before we saw them, so that it was impossible for us to form a correct opinion concerning them.
rrhe distribution of goods to the chiefs gives to them a great opportunity for
favoritism, and often deprives the infirm and helpless of their just share in the
annuity. We therefore respectfully recommend that, in all future goods payments, the distribution shall be made to families per capita ; it is the only way
by which adequate provision can be made for the aged, the widow, and the orphan who are now neglected.
A small amount of goods was reserved by the agent for necessitous persons
who may apply to him for relief.
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The payment of the Pillager and Winnebagosh-ish bands was made at
Leech lake on the 2d of November .. They consented to receive their annuities in United States currency and coin for this payment, but protested against
it as unjust and a violation of their treaty, and particularly requested us to
represent their views to the President. · '!'here is a manifest justice in their
claim. The Indian has no knowledge of the .value of paper currency, and
being unable to disting·uish between different denominations, is liable to become
the victim of unscrupulous men. The premium upon coin is added to the price
of all goods sold by the trader, and the loss is very great to those whose scanty
annuities are not sufficient to purchase the common necessaries of life. It is
one cause of discontent, and may lead to unjust charges of dishonesty against
government officials.
There were nineteen hundred and sixty-six (1,966) persons on the pay-roll,
who received each seven dollars, of which about one-fourth was paid in coin,
making seven thousand eight hundred and sixty-four dollars ($7,864.) The
twenty-seven chiefs received, in sums from five dollars to one hundred and
twenty dollars, eight hundred and two dollars and sixty-seven cents ($802 67.)
The goods were distributed to families per capita. 'l'hey were of excellent
quality, and, so far as we could judge, fairly distributed. A surplus was divided
among the chiefs, and a quantity was delivered by the agent upon the order of
the chiefs to the interpreters who accompanied them to Washington .
.At a council held after the payments, the chiefs requested that the department should not send them· guns, kettles, and other articles which cannot be
equitably distributed among the Indians, as special gifts to individuals is the
cause of much dissatisfaction. 'l'hey request that the goods purchased for
them shall consist of blankets, calico, cloth, and other articles of clothing in
sufficient quantity to supply each individual.
'l'hey expressed their satisfaction with the agent and employes of the government,_which was the uniform testimony of all the Indians with whom we
conversed.
The Mille Lac bands were paid at the Crow Wing agency on the 6th of
November. There were six hundred and seventy-five (675) persons upon the
pay-roll, who received seven dollars per capita, of which about two-sevenths
was in coin, making four thousand seven hundred and twenty-five dollars
($4, 725.) Ten chiefs received, in sums from five dollars to one hundred and
fifty dollars, six hundi·ed and forty dollars.
rrhe statement of these payments is as follows:

Payment qf tke Pillager and

Winnebagosl~-isk

.Amount pledged in money by treaty ......
Amount paid to the chiefs and bands ....
.Amount paid to the physician ..
0

0

•••

0

•

o •

0

o •

0

••••

0

••••••••

• •

• •

0

bands .

•••••••

• • • • •

-

•

•

•

•

$10, 666 G6

$8, 666 6()
500 00
9, 166 66

Leaving a deficiency of ....

1,500 00

o

They are 'entitled to receive in goods ...
Invoice submitted to us .............
o

0

o •••

$8,QOO 00

•••••••••••••

7, 500 00

•••••••••••••••

•• o

•

o •

o

Leaving a deficiency of ........••.....•...•

0

o •• o •••

500 00

========
There was also an invoice of $3,750 marked as paid in gold, which we supposed was paid out of coin reserved from the last payment and returned to the
department.
·

REPORT OF THE

Payment

SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR.

of Mississippi and lYiille

463

Lac hands.

The chiefs and bands are entitled to 1·eceive in money. . . . . . . . . $26, 333 33
'fhe chiefs and bands are entitled to receive in goods and tobacco.
4, 166 67
30,400 00

The Mississippi bands and chiefs were paid ........ $10, 608
'fhe Mille Lac bands and chiefs were paid. . . . . . . . • . 5, 365
Reserved by the agent for utility. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2, 000
Paid salary of physician ................... :. . . . . 1, 000
Paid blacksmith and for iron ...................... 1, 000
Expended by the agent for provisions. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2, 000
Invoices of goods submitted to us. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3, 800

31
00
00
00
00
00
25
25,773 56

Leaving a deficiency of .......................... .

4,626 44

There are also invoices marked as paid in gold, wl1ich are supposed by us to
be purchased with coin which was reserved from tl1e last payment amounting
to $1,900 80. The payment in provisions is made at different times during
the year, and did not come under our examination ..
The ninth article of the treaty provides that "no agent, teacher, interpreter,
trader, or their employes, shall' be employed, appointed, licensed, or permitted
to reside within the reservations which belong to the Indians, parties to this
treaty, missionaries excepted, who shall not have a lawful wife residing with
them at their respective places of employment or trade within the agency.''
In article seventh, "the board of visitors are directed to report as to the moral
deportment of all persons residing upon the reservations under the authority of
law.''
The Indians not having been 1·emoved to the reservations which are prov~ded under the treaty, it has been difficult for us to determine the limit of our
duties in this matter. We would, however, report that there are employes and
traders residing on both the old and new reservations who are living with
Indian women to whom they are not married.
.
The lateness of the payment prevented us from visiting all of the scattered
1·eservations. The journey will require many hundred miles of travel on foot
and by canoe. At this season of the year it was impracticable on account of
the ice in the lakes and rivers. We visited the 1\'lille Lac, Gull Lake and
Leech Lake reservations, and propose to visit the other reservations early in
the next summer, at which time we will report fully upon the questions which
are proposed in the letter of Senator Rice to the honorable Secretary of the
Interior. 'l~he gardens at the different reservations were, so far as we could
lea1:n, of greater extent than last year. The crops were deficient on account of
the drought. It is now many years since these lands were cleared and broken,
and it is very difficult h find the exact boundaries, as much of the land has
never been cultivated.
Having complied with our instructions, it might be expected that we should
close our report, but the very deep interest we feel, in common with many of
our fellow-citizens, in the welfare of this perishing race, impels us to make a
few suggestions for your consideration.
Hitherto the kind intentions of the government towards these red men have
been thwarted. Every effort to ameliorate their condition has failed. Missions
to them have been broken up and abandoned. Too often the moneys provided
f9r their civilization have been squandered, and at last the poor savage has
been dragged down to a depth of brutishness unknown to his heathen fathers.
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In nearly every instance our own neglect and injustice has provoked a savage
war, with all the horrors of massacre, and we have been compelled to expend
for our own defence ten-fold more than it would have cost to lead them out ot
their heathen darkness to the light of Christian civilization. It is impossible
that a system can be founded in wisdom or justice which produces such results,
no1· can we expect the blessing of Almighty God upon ourselves and children
until we are ready to do all which Christian wisdom and philanthrophy requires to be done for those whom the providence of God has placed under our
care.
If we write to you plainly, you will pardon us when ' you remember that we
have just looked on the poverty, degradation and sorrow of these red men, and
we cannot forget the pitiable sight which has so moved our hearts.
The first reform, without which every other effort will be well-nigh useless,
is to place these Indian tribes under the protection of law. irhe lack of this
protection has been one of the greatest obstacles to the.progress of civilization
and Christianity among this people. The mistaken policy of treating a wandering savage tribe as an independent nation has blinded us to the real cause
of most of the evils which afll.ict them. The only human being in the United
States who has none of the restraints or protection of law is the Indian. His
tribal relations. are weakened by the new circumstances which surround him.
His chief often becomes the creature of the trader or g9vernment empioye, and
is powerful for mischief, but powerless for good. The Indian has no protection
in person, property, or life. Every motive which could influence him to seek
the pursuits of civilized life is taken away. His crops may be destroyed, his
fences burned, his cattle killed, his house torn down over his head; even his
own children may be murdered, and he has no redress unless he adopt the vengence of the savage. It is a sad commentary upon our blind neglect, that the
only pretence of law in the Indian country is where the government pays a
premium upon crime. If an Indian commits a theft the value of the stolen
property is sometimet:~ taken from the annuity of the band; the t1lief's shaTe of
the annuity is so inconsiderable that he finds the theft a source of profit, and
the innocent are compelled to pay the penalty of his crime. During our visit
we have had many such instances come to our knowledge. The first thing
needed is law. It must come from the government which has them in charge.
'l'he judge must be its officer and representative, and it must furnish the police.
'l'he criminal laws of the general government and of the State or Territory
where they reside must be extended over them. There can be no reason why
they should not, like all other persons resident in our country, be placed in
subjection to law. In the late laws passed by Congress for the removal of the
Indians of Minnesota to the Missouri, it was provided that they should be subject to the laws of the State or 'l'erritory where they reside. '~~his should be
the case with all Indians within our borders; and as they often reside remote
from .any officer authorized to administer law, it will be necessary for Congress
to provide for the appointment of duly qualified persons, who shall reside at
the Indian reservations and see that all laws are enforced. With the protection of law the Indian ought to have an individual right in the soil, as it will
give him an adflitional incentive to labor when he can have a sm:e guarantee of
its reward. Many of the treaties pledge that the reservations shall be survey ed,
and that a patent for a given number of acres shall be given to any Indian who
abandons his wild life. So far as weknow, rio such patent has ever been issued,
nor has any provision been made by Congress whereby it can be. 'rhese lands
should be homestea<ls and inalienable. '.rhere is a great rni~apprehension in
the public mind with reference to the Indian's tribal relations. It is generally
supposed that he has a rude patriarchal government, of which the chief is the
head, and that this is ample for his protection. The contrary is the case. The
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chief has no power or authority to make or execute laws for the protection of
property or life. There are no such laws in the Indian country. vVhenever
the Indians have been brought in contact with white men, the chiefs become
the instruments by which the trader and employe control the people, and in
order to exercise this influence they must be furnished with the presents which
are used. as the means to secure it. They have no power to punish crime, and
never attempt it. Crafty and unscrupulous chiefs often become instruments to
secure the ends of others, until in some moment of passion they break with their
employers and use the influence which they have gained to excite an Indian
massacre. We have been painfully impressed with the moral cowardice exhibited in the treatment of such men. Knowing their guilt, the government has
never dared to punish these bad men. It has rather made them its favorites,
vainly hoping by its mistaken policy to secure that peace and quiet which can
only be secured by the fearless administration of law. It is one of the causes
of our Indian wars. In making these suggestions it may be expected that we
should express our convictions as to the fitness of. the new reservations for the
home of the Indians, and as to the provisions of the new treaty. We reg<1rd the
treaty in its general pro~isions as wise and judicious.
'rhe lateness of the season vrevented our making a careful examination- of
the new reservation. One of the board of visitors is familiar with the country,
and has visited it on former occasions. The history of the past has demonstrated that our people are unwilling to permit the Indians to live peaceably in
the more densely populated portions of our country. Upon one pretext or another they are compelled to give up their homes whenever the cupidity of
others covet them. No plea of justice or hurna.nity has ever been able to save
them from their fate. It is therefore important that their homes should be
selected at such points as are least liable to be encroached upon by our own
settlements. In this respect the new reservation is most favorable; it is surrounded on every side by a wide extent of country, which will not be settled
for long years to come. The lakes of the reservation abound in fish and furnish extensive fields of rice. It has enough maple forest to furnish sugar, and
the wilderness beyond offers facilities for the chase. We consulted many persons who are familiar. with the country. 'rhey inform us that the tillable land
is limited in extent. It is not favorable for the growth of grain, but would
afford excellent pasturage for stock, and its marshes furnish abundant ha.y.
There are persons who regard the country near the mouth of Thieving river as
fur better for the future home of the Indians. It is not our province to express
an opinion on this subject, but we felt it was our duty to report to you such
facts as carne under our observation. Those in whose opinions we had confidence expressed the belief that, with the liberal aid of the g·overnment to carry
out the provisions of the treaty, it will be ample for many years. It is important that the department shall settle the question at as early a day as possible, whether these Indians are to be removed to their new reservations or not.
The reservations which they now occupy are ceded to the government, and
must soon be encroached upon by the settlers, ancl may lead to unpleasant relations. We respectfully urge upon the department that, in case of removal,
every effort should be made to sec.ure from Congress such appropriations as
will be necessary fully to carry out the provisions of the treaty. It is but
little that we can do to atone for our past injustice aud neglect, and that little
should be done promptly and cheerfully.
The payments were made at so lat.e a date, that it was impossible for us to
comply with the requirement to report on or before the 1st of NoYember. It
is the unanimous desire of the Indians that their payments shall be made as
early as the 20th of September. It would be saving of thousands of dollars to
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them if payments could be made at a time when it would not interfere with
their fall hunts.
·
':rhere are many other suggestions we could make, if it would not extend our
report beyond its proper limits.
With high regard, we are your obedient servants,
H. B. WHIPPIJE,
Bishop if Minnesota.
r.I.'HOMAS L. GRACE,
Bishop if St. Paul.
THOMAS S. WILLIAMSON.

No. 188.
UNITED STATES INDIAN AGENCY,

Appleton, Wisconsin, September 26, 1863.

Sm: Herewith I submit my third annual report of the progress during the
year, and the present condition, of the several Indian tribes within this agency.
STOCKBRIDGES AND MUNSEES.

In my former reports I have entered into quite an elaborate description of the
reservation belonging to and occupied by a portion of this tribe. I therefore
deem it unnecessary to repeat the details of former reports. This tribe may
be considered civilized and christianized. They are all good farmers. J¥lany
of· them, if placed in an equally good position, so far as soil and farming implements are concerned, would compare favorably with our best farming population: The question, then, naturally arises, Why is not this tribe able to raise
its own subsistence, and its own members take care of themselves 1 To this I
answer, that on their reservation of 46,080 acres there is no land which could
properly be denominated good for farming purposes. Some of it could yield, in
a very favorable season, a fair crop; but the reservation is only valuable for its
pine. Again, this tribe is located on the extreme confines· of the unsettled portious of this State. Thus far, there has been no flouring mill within forty ·miles
of them. About them there is no demand for labor at any season of the year,
and hence they are driven, if they want a little money, to go to the openings
and prairies, seventy-five or a hundred miles south, where labor is in great demand.
':l~hese Indians know that the white man has an abundance of good land, where
he can not only gain his subsistence, but a competence; and their ambition is
certainly somewhat slackened when they take a survey of the not very inviting
prospect for farming on their own reservation. Last spring this tribe had but
very little seed wheat or oats. Of corn and potatoes they had barely enough for
seed. Severe frosts have visited this reservation every month from May to
September, inclusive. Their crops are not all harvested and measured, and
therefore only an approximate estimate can be submitted, which is as follows:
wheat, 300 bushels; corn, 600 bushels; oats, 250 bushels; potatoes, 900
bushels; turnips, 50 bushels ; hay, 25 tons; Hungarian grass, 13 tons.
There are on this reservation seventy-three males and seventy-five females.
There are off the reservation, scattered through the northeastern counties of the
State, about one hnndred and seventy, including both male and female. There
are, also, some twelve or fifteen members of this tribe who have enlisted.in our
volunteer regiments now in the field.
The school·for this tribe has been taught during the year by Mr. J. Slingerland. He has been a teacher among them for many years, and is well qualified
for the place. rrhcre has been good proficiency in those scholars who have
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been able to attend school; but the number has been diminished by extreme
poverty. Last month I received from you one hundred dollars, to be used in
purchasing clothing for the destitute children. I have conferred with the officers
of the tribe, as to the particular articles most needed, and shall forward the
necessary clothing for the children immediately. Application has been made
for the opening of a school in the school-house on the eastern part of the reservation; but before complying with the request, I have thought best to examine
into the merits of the application, which I shall do at an early day. It
may not be inappropriate for me to mention, that in the winter of 1862 the
legislature of the State of New York appropriated to this tribe $10,000. I
have not seen the act of appropriation, but have been informed by the officers
of the tribe that it is for specific purposes, and that they have thus far received
only about one-half the amount, and this has been used by the sachem and
councillors for the purchase of subsistence. I have no means of knowing
whether the balance can be made available for the same purpose. rl'his tribe
will need subsistence and clothing during the coming winter.
ONEIDAS.

I have visited the Oneida Indians three times during the year. They are·
quite well located for farming purposes. Their reservation is mostly good land,.
well watered, and has been well timbered. There are a few good farmers among.
the Oneidas, but many of them are only moderate in thei1· farming. There is a
general lack of enterprise among these Indians. Fields are constantly cropped
until they are exhausted, and then turned out to commons. Old fields a1·e then
fenceQ. anew, and cropped in their turn until exhausted. If boards or barn-doors fall from the frame, as a general rule they are left to waste. Hundreds
of loads of valuable manure have been suffered to accurnula.te about the barns
and other buildings for years, until the buildings themselves have apparently
been deserted, rather than remove the manure to the fields which so. much need
it. '!here are many honorable exceptions to this practice. The liands of this.
tribe are all held in common, and the consequence has been that such lands as
have not been enclosed by fences have been stripped of much valuable timber,
and sold at ~"'ort Howard, DePere, and Green Bay. This timber has been
taken off by the Indians.
I have recently received your instructions, under date of September 9, 1863,
in regard to this traffic, and shall at once make every possible effurt to stop its
further prosecution.
The Oneida reservation was also visited by severe frosts from. the 1.3th to the
21st of July last. In several instances the wheat was actually destroyed by
these frosts, also the corn, potatoes, beans, &c. Their crops are estimated
during the current year as follows: wheat, 6,350 bushels; oats, 5,809 bushels;
corn, 3,400 bushels; potatoes, 2,200 bushels; turnips, 170 bushels; rye, 420
bushels; peas, 60 bushels; barley, 60 bushels; beans, 140· bushels; hay, 650
tons.
·
ri'here has been a better attendance in both schools at Oneida during this
year than -heretofore. Both teachers are very much devoted to their avocation,
and have made the most commendable efforts to induce the constant attendance
of scholars. There are but very few instances where the parents have a
constant desire to have their children educated; but those children who
have been constant in their attendance upon school progress very rapidly
in their studies. A large number of the heads of families among the
Oneidas are the victims of dissipation, and, in consequence of this, many
of their children are unable to attend school for the want of suitable clothing. But I think in a few months the liqnor traffic with the Indians of
this State will receive a decided check. Already a few indictments have
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been obtained, and the offending parties held to appear at the next term o
the United States district court. ~f the act passed by the Thirty-seventh
Congress, prohibiting the liquor traffic with the Indians, is sustained by the
federal courts, Indians can and will be civilized and christianized; and with a
good soil to cultivate, they will easily obtain subsistence for themselves and
families. A considerable portion of the females among this tribe yet adhere to
their ancient costume; but most of tlw young women, girls, and males dress like
the whites. At the Methodist Episcopal mission school, a larger school-house is
much needed. An efl'ort is being made, with a fair prospect of success, to put
an addition to the school-room, which will accommodate double the number of
scholars that the present house does. The Oneidas are sufficiently advanced in
civilization to require a code of laws for their government. The chiefs have
long since failed to exercise any power or authority over these bands, or the
rank and :file of the tribe; and the consequence is, that the vicious commit nearly
all the crimes in the catalogue with impunity.
MENOMON BES.

This tribe, occupying a small portion of their 01·iginal hunting grounds, is
making real and substantial progres:-; i11 civilization. Within the last year many
of the younger members of the tribe have thrown off the blanket and other
apvarel which pretty distinctly mark pagan life, and have adopted the dress of
the ·whites.
1\fost of the first settlements on the Menomonee reservation were on the poorest
.sandy soil, but a large proportion of those who are trying to be farmers are giving
up the old fields and making new ones on better soil. But the best soil on this
,l'eservation is full of grubs and stone, and hence progress in bringing it under
cultivation is slow. 'l'hese Indians have a very commendable disposition to get
farms of th~ir own. They like to use their labor on soil which they consider
their own; and there are many men in the tribe whose constant labor in their
fields, and whose careful attention to good husbandry from the time their crops
are put into the ground until they are well harvested and carefully secured,
would do credit to any farmer in the State. I have directed the farmer during
the year to devote his time to instructing and assisting individual Indians who
were trying to help themselves. In thi:3 way each individual is taught how and
when to sow, and plant, and harvest his crops. During the early part of the
present season all the crops on the Menomonee reservation looked finely, and
everything bid fair for an abundant harvest, but the severe frost during all the
summer months has cut short all the crops at least one-half, and possibly twothirds.
As manJ- of the old fields have been abandoned for new and better ones, the
number of acres under cultivation have increased but little since my last report.
Five hundred and twenty-five acres have been cultivated by the Indians this
year. 'l'hey have produced twelve hundred bushels of wheat, eight hundred
and fifty of rye, two hundred of oats,. two thousand of corn, and six thousand of
potatoes. 'l'he quality of all these crops is good, except the corn, which is
poor; but the Indians dry all their corn, and thus make the most of it. Last
spring the Menomonees manufactured about forty tons of sugar, mostly of an
excellent quality. · The best of it brought them ten cents per pound. 'l'here
arc now on the reservation one hundred and fifty horses, seventy-three yoke of
ox<'n, thirty-five cows, and fifty-two head of young cattle. Last winter the
Indians cut and hauled about ten thousand rails, which have mostly been put
into new fences during the year. :Forty acres have been grubbed, cleared up,
and broken, this season. This may appear to be a very smnll improvement, but
1t should be remembered that it requires about :five times the labor to prepare
.this land for crops that it does an equal amount on the prairies, or in good open-
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ings. The Menomonees are quite ambitious to raise wheat, which, in a favorable
SC'ason, ii'5 a; valuable crop for them to raise; but rye is a more sure and profitable
crop for them. I have just purchased two hundred bushels of seed rye, which
will be sown at once. About three hundred tons of wild hay has been cut on
the reservation this season, but in consequence of the heavy rains and high
water in the Wolf river the last of August, about fifty tons of the best hay has
been carried away or entirely destroyed. 'l'his hay was cut and stacked on the
islands in the river, and on the meadows adjacent to it. By accident and disease
there has been a loss of a large percentage of the oxen during the year. 'l'he
Indian is very slow in learning how to take care of cattle. Their horses or
ponies receive very little or no care, summer or winter. The Indian generally
starts out with the theory that cattle can live, under ail circumstances, as well
as ponies. I have required every Indian who has cattle to build a barn or shed
for their shelter, and hereafter, if the order is not complied with, I have instructed the farmer to take the cattle not provided with shelter and feed them
at the large barn. The Indians, without exception, so far as I have been able
to learn, take very good care of the farming tools which I have furnished them.
Many improvements have been made at and about the mill during the year.
'l'he new circular saw-mill worked well, and is capable of cutting twenty thousand
feet of boards per day. There is a good turning-lathe in operation, where
many articles of comfort and convenience to every household are produced.
'l'here is also a small saw in operation at the mill, by which the better portion of
the slabs are cut up into lath, and the refuse parts into firewood. As fast as the
boards are cut they are piled up in such a way as to season well, unless they
are needed for immediate use. The best boards, "clear stuff," are piled by
themselves. 'l'his lumber the Indians are anxious to sell or to have sold. But
I have already communicated their wishes to you concerning this lumber. There
has been constructed within the year a good, substantial bridge across theW olt
river, at the head of the Big Falls. This is a great accommodation to those
Indians located on the west side of the river. There have been mud breaks in
the cmbankmenfbetween the river and the mill-pond, but the whole embankment has just been repaired very thoroughly, and I am quite sure we shall have
no more trouble with it.
The work on the new flouring mill has progressed very well. The new millstone and all the gearing and iron work are now on the way to the reservation.
'J.1he schools on the Menomonee Teservation have been doing very well during
the year. Both school-houses are pretty well filled with children, and I am
happy to say that their attendance is quite regular. The progress in these
schools will compare favorably with that in the best schools of the State. The
teachers have the happy faculty of not only commanding the Tespect, but of
winning the affections of the scholars. The sewing school is au indispensable
auxiliary to the other school. Various articles of necessary clothing are here
manufactured for those who otherwise would not be sufficiently well clothed to
attend school. I think the teachers, and also the superintendent of the sewing
school, are peculiarly well qualified for the positions they occupy.
For more detailed statements in regard to services rendered by the several
employes of this agency, I refer you to their respective reports.
There is quite a large mortality list in the tribes under my charge. There is
no physician provided for either of the tribes of this agency. The Stockbridges
are thoroughly civilized, and have faith in good medical aid in sickness, but they
are too far removed from any practicing physician to obtain professional assistance. Measles and some of the more common eruptive diseases occasionnJly
make their appearance among all the tribes; but the most common, and by f~.er
the most fatal, disease which affiicts the Indians of this agency is pneumonia,,
generally of an acute character. 'J:'he Indians all call it quick commmption,
because it is a disease affecting the lungs, and without aid the patient docs not
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last many days. There is but very little tubucu1ar disease to be found in any of
these tribes. The Oneidas alone are suffering from venereal di8ease, and this does
not prevail to such an extent as to warrant us in calling it a prevailing disease.
The Menomonees seldom call the aid of a physician, but rely upou.their own
41
medicine men " for a cure.
The Oneidas frequently call a physician, though they generally do so at too
late a date for one to be of any service to the patient.
All these tribes are thoroughly loyal, and are well represented in our volunteer regiments.
There are scattered through this State from seven hundred to nine hundred
roving Indians. A large m:1jority of them are Winnebagoes. Quite a number
are Pottawatomies and Chippewas, and there are a few Ottawas.
'l'hese \Vinnebagoes confin~ themselves generally to the western part of the
State, near New Lisbon, in Juneau county. They have been the source of
much irritation during the summer. It would be a great blessing to both whites
and Indians if the latter could be removed from this State. As I have made
this subject one of especial communication to you, I do not deem it necessary to
make further allusions to it in this report.
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
M. M. DAVIS,
United States Indian Agent.
RoN. W. P. DoLE,
Commissioner o/ Indian Affairs, WasMngton, D. C.

No. 189.
KESHENA, WISCONSrN, September 25, 1863.
SIR : I herewith submit my third annual report. In compliance with your
instructions I have devoted my time, for the last year, to instructing and ai<.ling
individual Indians in preparing the land for crops, and how to become good
farmers. We had no good ploughs in the autumn of last year, and, therefore,
but very little ploughing was done until last spring. 'l'his fall we are tolerably
well supplied with good ploughs, and therefore a large proportion of the
land cropped this year will be ploughed this fall.
The Indians will have at least one hundred acres in winter rye this fall.
Within the past year quite a number of those Indians who have been trying to
farm on small patches of poor, sandy soil, have deserted the land ana commenced
new fields on the ridges, where the soil is much better. You are aware that these
ridges are stony and full of grubs, and that it is a slow process to get the Menomonees to change their location, when such a change is certain to require
greater industry.
La&t winter the Indians cut about ten thousand rails, consisting of tamarac
and cedar, and a large proportion of these rails have been hauled and used in
making their fences more substantial. Many of the fence~ are yet insufficie!lt
to keep the cattle, which are allowed to roam at large, from destroying their
crops.
'l'hc crops were put into the ground in good season last spring, and at first
bid fair to be very good, but we had three frosts in June, though they were not
very severe. About the middle of July we had three quite severe frosts ; then
again about the lOth of August we had severe frosts. 'l'hese frosts have
diminished the crops at least one-half. 'l,his is quite discouraging to the Indjans,
yet I can assure you thitt there has been much more industry and sobriety
among the Menomonees this year than ever was ~nown before. In the spring
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the oxen came out of the sugar camps too poor to work in the breaking ploughs.
It was all they could do to plough the old land; but after the cattle had recruited, I started the breaking plough, and have turned over about forty acres.
The oxen which you purchased last December were a very good lot, yet two or
three yoke turned out to be breachy. Last fall I butchered eight of the old
cattle. These were all too old to try to winter. During the year we have been
unfortunate with the oxen. By accident and disease we have lost seven. There
are now six or seven old cattle which will not do to winter, and therefore will
have to be butchered this fall. Next epring we shall need eight or ten yoke of
good oxen to supply these losses. The Indians and myself have cut about
three hundred tons of hay this season. The best of this hay was cut on the
meadows and islands on the Wolf river, but from the 20th to the 25th of August
the river was much higher than ever known before, and we lost about fifty tons
of our best hay. During the year the Indians put up ten or fifteen new, and
completed about thirty old log barns, so that their cattle are quite well sheltered
in the winter. The following is the, estimated number of acres cultivated this
year, and the products :
Acres.

Bushels.

130

1,200

85

850

10

200

Wheat ...••••....•....•....•..........••...........•
Rye ........•..•.•............................•...••
Oats ...................................••.........•
Buckwheat (killed by frost) .. ; ...............•..........
Corn .....•..................•................•......
Potatoes ....•....•......•............................
Beans ....•..•••........•....•.....................•.
Turnips ..........•.........•...........••...•....••.

3

200

75
5
1

509

2,000
6-,000
30
50

10,330

In addition to the above, five acres were sown to millet, which yielded about
five tons of hay.
Respectfully yours,
H. H. MAR'riN, Menomonee Fa·rmer.
M. DAVIS,
U. S. Indian Agent; Appleton, Wisconsin.

No. 190.
RED SPRINGS,

Slwwano County, Wisconsin, September 23, 1863.
SIR: According to the usual {llode, I herewith submit ~y annual report of
the Stockbridge and Munsee Indian school, kept on the reservation near Ke·
sena, Shawano county, State of Wisconsin.
I regret that the school has been smaller this year than last, and can only
show twenty as the greatest number in attendance at any one time, and an
average of fifteen. This is greatly owing to the poverty of families noticed in my
last quarterly report, who can but gain a meagre subsistence, and are unable to ·
furnish their children with suitable covering. '.rhe school might, with the greatest ease, be increased to thirty, and even thirty-five, were but some means at hand
to cloth the destitute. Those who have attended have continued to be improved,
and have not only been trained in letters, but likewise in morals and religious
principles. :Many of the advanced excel in reading and spelling, and are quite
good at figures and penmanship. These have been drilled upon the slate or
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blackboard, and also in mental analysis, in which many show strength and
capacity of mind which would do honor to a more favored race. 'l'he studies
attended are much the same as those enumerated in my last year's report, viz:
Sanders's series of Readers, Cornell's Geography, and Thompson's Arithmetic.
Now, as there is ample material for a thriving school, and parents tell me they
would send their children if suitably covered, there is but this obstacle to remove, and the school among this people would be prosperous, and the teacher
would not be afraid ere long to place any of his scholars by the side of those
attending the State common schools.
I am, sir, your most obedient servant,
.
JERElVIIAH SLING ERLAND, Teacher.

Ron. M. M.

DAVIS,

United States Indian Agent.

No. 191.
ONEIDA INDIAN RESERVATION, September 10, 1863.
Sm : I herewith submit my se0ond annual report of the Methodist Episcopal
mission school.
During the last year the school has been in session one hundred and thirtysix days. 'I'he whole number of scholars in attendance during the winter time
was thirty-six, twenty-four of whom were boys and twelve girls. '.rhe whole
number of scholars during the summer time was fifty-one, thirty-four of whom
were boys and seventeen girls. The books used in school are McGuffey's
Primer, Fh;st and Second Reader,s Sanders's Third Reader, Ray's Mental and
Practical Arithmetic, and Cornell's and Allen's Primary Geog:r:aphy. In addition to the classes in the above text-books, about one-third of the scholars were
taught in writing. The average attendance in the winter term was ten, and in
the summer term seventeen. In many instances the children have not bad
suitable clothing to enable them to attend school. Those echolars whose attendance was regular made rapid improvement. Those scholars who learned their
letters last year now read well in the Second Reader, are proficient in primary
geography, and have a good knowledge of the fundamental rules of arithmetic.
'l'he Oneidas are very tenacious of their own language, and hence their progress in the English is slow. Many days during the last term the school-house
was over full with scholars, so a larger house is needed. The Oneidas just now
appear to be much interested in education. Your calling their attention to its
importance, in your frequent visits, has had its influence. The interesting address of the president of Lawrence University has also aroused an interest
among the principal men of the tribe. If the traffic in intoxicating drinks could
be stopped, I have no doubt that all children would be clothed sufficiently well
to attend school.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
WILLIAM WILLARD, Teacher.
Ron. M. M. D A VTS,
United States Indian Agent.

No. 192.
KESHENA, September 20, 1863.
SIR: I am pleased to report the progress of the sewing school, which, I am
well satisfied, is highly beneficial to the :Menomonee tribe. It not only teaches
their daughters the industrial habit of plying the needle while young, but in-
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:Huences their children generally to attend school, in order to become recipients
of clothing from the sewing school. 'l'o the very aged and needy it is truly a
charitable institution. 'l'he girls are employed a portion of each day in making
garments for themselves or the boys. Owing to sickness among the scholar::;,
the number of articles made last quarter is much less than usual. The number
made since my last report is four hundred and sixty-three pieces, besides sixteen pairs of socks and eight pairs of stockings. The different articles are:
dresses for girls, 56; skirts, 7 4; gowns, 54; sacks, 15; under garments, 23;
pantaloons for boys, 102; shirts, 95; coat>'l, 19. For the aged, skirts, 4;
gowns, 5; pants, 3 pair; coat, 1. Sheets for dead, 6.
Respectfully yours,
JANE DOUSMAN,
Superintendent of Sewing Sclwul for lVIenomonee Indians.
Dr. l\f. M. DAVIS,
United States Indian Agent.
No. 193.
KESHENA, Sfptember 10, 1863.
Sm: In reviewing the school record of the past year, ending September 1,
I find but little to present that varies materially from that of my last report. I
am happy to be able to say that the school is still in a prosperous condition,
for which I gratefully acknowledge the protection of an invisible hand in its
progress and prosperity. The total number of pupils enrolled during the year
is seventy-one, of which twenty-nine are girls and forty-two boys. 'l'he average
attendance per day is about forty-two. The branches taught are: orthogr~phy,
reading, writing, arithmetic, geography and English grammar. Twenty-seven
write, twenty-eight study arithmetic, fourteen geography, three grammar, and
all study orthography and reading, except a few who are still in the alphabet.
The books in use in the school are Sanders's New Series of Readers and
• New Speller, Ray's Arithmetic, (parts first, second and third,) Smith's Geography, (first and second books,) Monteith's Manual of Geography, and Pineo's
Grammar.
The general course of the pupils was steadily onward. 'l,hey wrre orderly
in their conduct, and respectful in th~ir deportment.
In the early part of July the measles broke out in this place, and the unwelcome visitor soon made its appearance in the schools.
I gave my scholars the usual vacation of two weeks, commencing the first
week in August, but, at the close of it, I found a great number too ill to attend
school; consequently, we, according to your instructions, suspended the schools
till the pupils were free of the disease. I opened t::chool the first of this month,
and find many afflicted with sore eyes. Hoping they will soon recover from it,
.I am, respectfully,
KATE DOUS~fAN.
Ron. 1\f. l\f. DA vrs,
United States Indian Agent.

No. 198.
KESHENA, MENOMONEE RESERVATION,

September 26, 1863.
SIR: In nccordance with instruction, I herewith enclose to you my third annual report of labor performed and improvements made at the l\fenomouee mi11
within the 1mst year. Since my last report, I have attached to the machinery
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in the mill a line of shafting twenty-four feet long, with six drums, or pulleys,
with belt-tightener attached. I have also added an edge saw, for edging boards,
and one for cutting slabs into lath or shingle bolt3, and one for splitting them
into laths and shingles. I have just completed a bridge, which spans the river
at the head of the falls, twenty rods above the mill. The span is sixty-four
feet. '.rhe bridge is built in the most substantial manner, and is of great benefit
to the Menomonees. I have commenced the building of the new flouring mill.
The earth is excavated, and the frames ready to put together. The mill will
be thirty feet square. r_rhe new flume is finished, the dimensions of which are,
forty-two feet long, thirteen feet wide, and twelve feet high. At the lowest
water there will be ten feet fall. I have ground 5,530 bushels during the year;
have sawed 16,440 laths, 16,000 shingles, 150 pitchfork handles, 4,000 table and
stand legs, 1,500 bedstead posts, 400 chair legs and posts, and 2,400 banisters,
all of which I have cut from the slabs, with the exception of the shingles. I
have sawed with the rotary saw 312,596 feet of pine and 45,000 feet of hard
wood, making a total of 357,596 feet; 220,000 feet have been delivered to the
Indians, leaving on hand 137,596 feet. The mill can be run to cut 20,000 feet
per day, but we usually average 15,000 feet. I found it necessary, in order to
run the mill in the winter season, to put in a vying dam. This affords such an
abundance of water that I was compelled to raise the embankment on the river
side from the head-gate to the flume. A good turning lathe is now attached to
the machinery, and a large amount of cabinet ware can be turned with little
expense.
Yours, very respectfully,

EDWIN R. MURDOCK,
Menomonee },filler.

Dl\ M. M.

DAVIS,

United States Indian Agent, Appleton.

No. 194.
KESHE~A,

September 10, 1863.

Sm : I respectfully submit to you the following report of the primary school
under my charge.
•
'Fhe number of scholars registered since my last report i~ forty-seven, twentytwo boys and twenty-five girls. Their ages vary from six to fourteen years.
Average attendance, thirty.
.
Their studies in school are spelling, reading, arithmetic and writing. I think
I do not err in saying that good progress has generally been made by the pupils,
and permit me to add that they are very happy, and grateful for the fatherly
care government takes in clothing them.
The measles made its appearance in the schools in July, and the general
prevalence of the disease in the neighborhood made it necessary to suspend the
schools a few weeks. We, with your instructions, suspended them the month
of August.
I observed, in my report of last year, that the association of boys and girls
in the school-room had benefited the school, and I am very happy, sir, to be
able to repeat the same, having increased emulation between them. The regular
application to study has made them flexible to good discipline, and I hope that
the fruit of the labor thus bestowed will be seen in after years in families, and
among their people generally.
Very respectfully,

ROSALIE DOUSMAN.
Hon. M. M. DAVIS,
United States Indian Agent.
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No. 196.
KESHENA, MENOMONEE RESERVATION,

September 23, 1863.
SIR : My work the past year has been a little of everything, and it would
require an ingenious man to give a correct account of it.
I have made twenty-one pairs of bob-sleds, · eight long sleds, four one-horse
sleighs. I have put in fourteen wagon-tongues, seventeen wagon-reaches, six
axletrees; made fourteen wagon-boxes, seventeen ox-yokes, forty-two ox-bows,
six plough-beans, seventeen plough-handles, besides repairing in various ways
nearly every old plough on the reserve. I have also made two wheelbarrows,
three grain-drags, repaired three dozen grain-cradles, a:nd made one breaking
plough.
On the 25th of August I commenced work on the mill, where I have been
~ince th~. t time.
Respectfully yours,
ALVA SMITH,
Fm·eman if Repair Shop, :Menomonee Rese1·ve.
Ron. M. M:. DAVIS,
United States Indian Agent, Appleton, Wisconsin.

No. 195.

P. E.

MISSION, ONEIDA, WISCONSIN,

September 21, 1863.
Sm : In accordance with instructions, I send you my report as teacher of
the school of the first Christian party of Oneidas.
My school has been very well attended during the year. Those of the
children who attended regularly have mad~ fair progTess in their stuc1ies. The
branches taught were reading, spelling, writing and arithmetic. If a certain
sum could be annually devoted to the purchasing of presents of clothing for
the children, I believe great benefit would result to them.
'rhe whole number of scholars attending ~y school during the year was
fifty-one, and the average daily attendance thirteen and one-half.
'Many parents do not clothe their children sufficiently to enable them to
attend school.
The use of intoxicatjng drinks keeps many families in abject poverty; and
if you are successful in your efforts to stop this traffic with the Indians, the
children would be clothed in a manner suitable to attend school, and I have no
doubt my school-house would be filled with scholars.
Very respectfully, yours,

E. A. GOODNOUGH,
Ron. M. M. DAVIS,
United States Indian Agent, Appleton, · Wisconsin.

Teacl~er.

No. 197.
MENOMONEE INDIAN RESERVATION,

September 23, 1863.
SIR: I herewith submit my second annual report.
During the past year I have shod fifty!three yoke of oxen and thirty span
of ponie8; have ironed eight new ox-sleds, three one-horse bob-sleighs, five
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cutters on sleighs, five sets of whiffletrees and four neck-yokes, and made fifty
pairs of strap-hinges, forty-three tapping gauges, seventy-five tramrp.el-chains,
twenty-eight bar-trammels, one hundred and fifty buckskin and bark needles,
seventy-five fish-spears, thirty-seven crooked knives, fifty hunting-knives, fifteen
grub-hoes, twenty-five small axes and fifteen new plough-coulters; ironed off one
new breaking plough, and made the hooks and rings for twenty-two new logchains.
The balance of the time has been spent in repairing the iron-work at the
mill, and also the hunting and farming utensils.
Respectfully yours,

OGDEN BROOKS,
M.

:M:. DAVIS,
United States Indian Agent.

Blacksmith for the Menomonee Indians.

No. 199.
MILWAUKIE, July I, 1863.
CoMMISSIONER DoLE: Several hunch·ed Winnebago Indians, who escaped
when the tribe was removed from Minnesota, are now annoying and plundering
people in the western part of this State. ·I have sent troops to collect them for
removal, and desire that an Indian agent be sent here to take charge pf them
immediately.

JOHN POPE,
Major Gene'l·al.

No. 200.
SAINT PAUL, July 1, 1863.
I have a despatch from General Pope stating that he had sent troops to collect
Winnebagoes in Wisccmsin, requesting that an agent be sent ~o take charge of
their removal.

C. G. WYCKOFF.
M.P. DoLE,
Commissioner.

No. 201.
DEPARTMh.:\'T OF THE INTERIOR,
Office of Indian Ajfai1·s, J_uly 2, 1863.
SIR: I have the honor to refer herewith the copy of a telegram from :M:ajor
General John Pope, elated Milwaukie, the 1st instant, received at this office
this forenoon.
With due deference to General Pope, I would state, in conm~xion with his
despatch, that this office is under the impression that the Winnebagoes he mentions as plundering citizens are not the tribe lately removed from Minnesota,
but are composed of wanderers therefrom, who for years have not lived in Minnesota, but have made their homes pripcipally in Wisconsin.
The above reference is made with a view of obtaining your instructions in the
premises, and I deem it proper to advise you that this office haii! at its command
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no fund s from which it can legitimately pay any expenses pertaining to the
collection or removal of the Indians in question; besides, even if the difficulty
in relation to expenses could be overcome, I would respectfully suggest that
their removal at this time, owing to the low waters in the western rivers, would
be difficult if not impracticable.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

CHARLES E. MIX,
Acting Commissioner.
Ron. J.P. UsHER, Secretary if the Interior.

No. 202.
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,

Office if Indian Affairs, July 2, 1863.
Sm: The following despatch was this day transmitted to your address :
"Your telegram of yesterday received to-day and referred to the Secretary of
the Interior, who informs me that he has submitted the same to the Secretary of
War, and directs that I should advise you that no Winnebagoes escaped in their
transit to their new homes; that the Indians you are pursuing are old residents
of Wisconsin, and that this office has neither agent nor money to take care of
these Indians, and that if you arrest them they will be on your hands."
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

CHARLES E. MIX,
Acting Commissioner.
:Aiajor General PoPE, U. S. A.,
.Arlilwaukie, Wisconsin.

No. 203.
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERioR,

July 2, 1863.
Sm: Your communication of this instant, co-vering the telegram of General
Pope concerning the "\Vinnebagocs, supposed to hn;ve escaped in the r<'cent removal of that tribe to the Upper l\liseouri, has been considered, and copies sent
to the Secretary of War.
I woulll advise you to telegraph General Pope that no Indians escaped in
their transit; that the Indians he is pursuing are old residents of Wisconsin,
and that you have neither agent nor money to take care of these Indians, and
that if he arrests them they will be on his hands.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
J. P. USHER, Secretary.
CHARLES

E. Mix, Esq.,

Acting Co'mmissioner

cif Indian

AffaiTs.

No. 204.
WAR DEPAR'fMENT,

TVasla"ngton City, July 3, 1863.
Sm : I am instructea by the Secretary of "\Var to acknowledge the receipt
of your communication of yesterday, transmitting papers in relation to the
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removal of certain Winnebago Indians, and to say that they have been referred
to the general-in-chief, with directions to give General Pope such instructions
as may, in his judgment, be necessary.
V cry respectfully, sir, your obedient servant,
EDWARD .M. CANBY,
Brig. General, Ass't Adj. General.
Hon. SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR,
Washington, D. C.

No. 205.
STATE OF WI~CONSIN, EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT,

Madison, July 10, 1863.
Sm: I beg leave to call the earnest attention of your department to sundry
matters concerning the Indian tribes in this. State, particularly to those which
are roaming at will over the central and northwestern portions, comprised in the
· sixth congressional district. To this end, I respectfully refer you to the accompanying paptlrs, marked A, B, and C, being copies of correspondence, recently,
between :Major General Pope, commanding this military department, and myself.
I have not seen General Pope's telegram, referred to in the reply of Commissioner Mix, (marked C,) bnt am induced by the tenor of that reply to think
that General Pope supposed the Indians, now in the counties of Juneau, Chippewa, Clark, &c., to be a portion of those lately removed from Minnesota, but
escaped in transit.
Mr. l\lix is doubtless correct in stating that these Indians are "old residents
of Wisconsin," but I can perceive nothing in that fact which can in any manner
shift from the government the responsibility of controlling them.
I haYe not been able to learn the precise circumstances under which these
Indians remain in this State. Certainly, it appears that their title to the lands
is held by the goYernment to haYe been extinguished, and passed over to the
United States, since the lands are nearly all surveyed and open to purchase
and settlement. This being the case, it would seem clear that th~ Il}dians
should have been removed to reservations further west, or, like the Menomonees,
to reservations in this State, and required to remain upon those reserYations.
Instead of this, however, they are allowed to wander at will over the wide
region lying between the Wisconsin, Mississippi, and St. Croix rivers, portions
of which are already well settled, while other portions are being rapidly occupied
by the pioneer settlers, who have purchased their lands of goYernment, and rely
upon its protection.
.
Your department is, of course, aware of the uneasy feeling among all of the
northwestern Indians, which culminated in the terrible massacre in Minnesota
last year. The slightest gatherings of the wandering bands in this State, eYen
where no overt acts of murder or plunder are committed, excite alarm among
the unprotected frontier people, and already, last fall, resulted in extensive panics
in some quarters, involving the abandonment of the new farms and crops, and
hard-earned property of the settlers.
I respectfully, but earnestly, urge the immediate attention of your department
to this subject, as the proper one to act in the case. The State authorities must
necessarily await the action of the government-have long waited-and will so
wait, until an issue may come between the settlers and these wandering bands.
When that issue comes-and late developments indicate that it may arise at any
moment-tho State must do what it can to protect the lives and property of
its people.
Your department must be in possession of all the information in regard to the

REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR.

4 79

right of these Indians to remain at will in this State. If, as I can scarcely believe, there exist any treaty stipulations by which they are allowed to wander
about thus, to the constant alarm of the settlers, I would respectfully suggest
that the sooner such stipulations are terminated, and a new treaty made, the
better for all parties. But if no such treaty exists, and the Indians have no
rights of residence there, then I beg leave to urge, most earnestly, that measures
be taken immediately to send them, and confine them to their reservations, if they
have any, and if they have none, to provide them with such reservations.
Your department, it would seem, must concur with me in the conclusion that
the present condition of things cannot be allowed to continue. The frenzy of
a drunken Indian, or the machinations of bad men, may at any moment plunge
our defenceless border settlers into the horrors of Indian outrages like those of
Minnesota, and the prompt action of government is inToked by the unanimous
voice of the people of this State.
I beg the favor of a reply at the earliest day possible, and have the honor to
remain yours, respectfully,
EDWARD SALOMON,
Governor qf JVisconsin.
Hon. J. P. U SHim,
Secretary of tlw Interior, WasMngton, D. C.

A.
No. 206.
STATE OF WISCONSIN, EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT,

Madison, July 2, 1863.
SIR: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your note of 30th ultimo,
in which you state that you have sent an officer to make investigation into the
causes of recent complaints relative to the Indians, and also that " the Indians
will be removed to the reservation of their tribe on the Upper Missouri river as
soon as they can be gotten together."
While 1 fully concur with you as to the necessity of such removal, for the
purpose of causing permanent quiet upon our borders and among the new settlements, yet I am apprehensive that you will find it attended with great difficulties,
and requiring the use, or at least the show, of a considerable military force.
]from information which bas reached me at various times, I judge that the claim
of the Indians that they were not fairly dealt by in the treaty by which their
lands were disposed of to the government is not without foundation. It has
been stated that the government agents, in order to procure a treaty, deposed,
or ignored, the authority of the existil1g chiefs, and made treaty with others.
Also, that "Dandy," the head chief, utterly refuDed to sign the treaty, and has
always declared that he would not, at all hazards, leave the lands.
'rhis chief-" Dandy" being the name by which he is known everywhere in
the State-appears to be a man of large influence among his people. Last year
he was suspected of fomenting disturbance, but always protested his loyalty
and his desire to remain at peace. Some time last winter he sent to me his
"calumet,'' or pipe of peace, for me to smoke, in token of friendly relations between the State authorities and himself. By the mail of this morning I have
received the enclosed letter from an unknown person, by which you will notice
that the subject of removal is agitating the mind of " Dandy." I beg leave to
suggest that a direct interview with this chief, by some one acting on your behalf, might lead to good results, if in no other manner, at least in ascertaining
his state of feeling .. Ron. J. T. Kingston, of Necedah, Juneau county, late
State senator, a man of intelligence and high standing in that part of the State
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and an old resident, is acquainted with Dandy, and an interview with him would
be very desirable. I presume, also, that Dr. M. M. Davis, the Menomonee
agent, (post office, Appleton,) could furnish some valuable information. It is
my decided impression that the removal of these Indians from the State will not
be effected without the use of considerable force; and not only this, but the
rumor of intended removal may incite a hostile feeling very prejudicial to the
security of the bordh settlements. As the executive of the State, 1 deem it my
duty to state these things to you, at the same time expressing my full reliance
upon your discretion and judgment as to the proper mode and time of carrying
into effect the orders and policy of government.
Yon will much oblige by informing me from time to time of any action taken
by you in this matter.
I remain yours, very respectfully,
EDWARD SALOMON.
Major General JOHN PoPE,
Comd'g Depm·tment if tAe Northwest, Headquarte1·s, Milwaukie.
The letter above referred to was from one James Hutchins, of Black River
Falls, Jackson county, representing that he wrote, at the request of Dandy, to
ascertain the disposition of the governor as to .the stay of Dandy and his tribe in
the State.

B.
No. 207.
HEADQUARTERS, DEPARTMENT OF THE NOR'l'HWE T,

JJlilwaulcie, July 3, ·1863.
GoVERNOR: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the
2d instant. Mr. Kingston has been written to, and asked to go to the scene of
apprehended difficulty with the Indians, and, in conjunction with the military
officer now there, to hold a council with the Indians, and endeavor to make
some satisfactory arrangement.
I transmit herewith copy of a telegram just received from the Commissioner
of Indian Affairs, in answer to one from me asking that an Indian agent be sent
there to take charge of these Indians, and convey them to the reservation of
their tribe on the Upper Missouri.
I am not able to understand how the Indian bureau can so readily disavow all
concern about a tribe of Indians now occasioning alarm and difficulty on the
frontier of this State ; but as that department properly has charge of all Indiam,
except in time of war, and declines to have anything to do with the present
case, it is to be presumed that the purpose is to leave the whole matter to the
State of \Visconsin to be dealt with.
I am not acquainted with the circumstances under which these Indians were
left in the State when the tribe was removed, nor the reasons of such action. I
standy ready, however, to do whatever is in my power to remedy this unfortunate
state of affairs, and shall be glad to have your views and wishes on the subject.
I am, governor, respectfully, your obedient servant,
JOHN POPE,
Major General, Comman.d1'ng.

Ron. E.

SALOMON,

Gol•crnor

if Wisconsin,

Madison.
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c.
No. 208.

rny telegraph from Washington.]
MILWAUKIE, July 2, 1863.
SIR : Your telegram of yesterday received this day, and referred to the Secre-

tary of the Interior, who informs me that he has submitted the same to the
Secretary of War, and directs that I shall advise you that no Winnebagoes
escaped in their transit to their new homes; that the Indians you are pursuing
are old residents of "\Visconsin, and that this office has neither agent nor money
to take care of thm~e Indians, and if you arrest them they will be on your hands.

0 HARLES E. MIX,
Acting Commissioner
Major General

of Indian

Afjain.

PoPE.

No. 209.
STATE OF WISCONSIN, EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT,

Mad£son, July 21, 1863.
SIR: Under date of July lOth instant I had the honor to address a communication to your department setting forth the necessity of some action , by the
government authorities in regard to a speedy removal of the wandering bands of
Indians from the central northern portions of this State. Recent events make it
proper that I should address you again upon this subject, and to urge a prompt
consideration of the matter. In this connexion I desire to call your attention to
the enclosed copy of a letter just received from Ron. J. '.r. Kingston, of Juneau
county, a gentleman of high respectability, a State senator for some years, and
an old resident of that portion of the State. I deem it but justice to myself to
say that, to the extent which the existing circumstances seemed to require last
year, I acted, by distributing at convenie,nt points and to proper parties, for
border defence, some 2,000 stand of arms, which had the desired effect of assuring the alarmed settlers for a time. The case seems now to have assumed a more
serious appearance, and I earnestly invoke the immediate attention of the government authorities. I do not desire to take any action independent of them,
and should be entirely at a loss to know what to do with these Indians if they
should be compelled to concentrate for removal.
'l'he matter is properly in the hands of your department, and I confidently
look for a prompt and favorable response to the appeal of the people of this
Btate. Something must be done to relieve them, and that relief sho.uld be
speedy to be effectual
Yours, very respectfully,

EDWARD SALOMON,.
Governor of Wisconsin...
Hon. J.P. UsHER,
Secretary o/ t!te lrtterim·, Wash£ngton, D. C.

No. 210.
NECEDAH, JuNEAU CouNTY, W1sco~JN,

July, 1.9, 1.863.
Sm: I enclose you a petition to General Smith now being extensively circulated in this section of the State. We ask the g·overnm0ut ag.ain to 1 emove
31
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these Indians. '.rhey cannot longer live promiscuously with the whites without
great danger of a collision. Since the murder of Mrs. Salter, the white settlers
have, with the greatest difficulty, been prevented from commencing a war of
extermination against them, and this could only be done by assuring thPm that
in case the government or State authorities still refused to take any action in
the matter, then we would all go together and work for a common end, namely,
the extermination of the Winnebago Indians in tllis section of the State. vV e
have not come to this determination without reflection and just cause. We have
petitionl."d and implored the general government and the executive of our State
to give us some protection, to give us some assurance that would forever terminate this uneasiness and alarm. But how were these petitions received 1 1'he
answer will show. In your letter to Mr. Miner last year on this subject you
used about this language: "Give the Indians to understand that they must
cease their depredations, and advise the settlers to remain quiet." These are
not your exact words, but I think the above is about the substance. Recently,
when General Pope was taking some steps towards the removal of the Indians,
the Secretary of the Interior, by order of the War Department, sent him a
despatch in about these words: "You must not proceed any further in the removal of those Indians. 1"'he WinnebAgoes are old settlers in the State. If
you arrest any more they will be left on your hands." Now, I ask you, in all
candor, is this treating us justly 1 The Winnebngoes never owned or claimed
the greater part of the territory now occupied by them. 'l'beir ancient boundary
on the north was the I.emonwier river. North of that stream was purchased
from the Menornonees, consequently the Winnebngoes can have no claims on
these lands in any respect. Three or four days after the despatch to General
Pope became known here occurred the murder of Mrs. Salter, but her death
was not the end; after death her pl."rson was violated and the house pillaged.
Since that occurrence nearly a similar case has taken place a few miles west . .
A woman was knocked down in her own door yard by an Indian and left for
dead; fortunately the blow was not fatal. Under this state of things. can we,
as men, remain quiet 1 Hundreds of families have left their homes entirely, or
forsaken them during the night, assembling at some village or central point for
mutual protection and defence. Business in a large extent of country is nearly
suspended, and thiR will continue until some steps are taken to remove the Indians entirely from the State.
To you, as the governor of tl1e State, we look for help. A representation by
you to the Secretary of War of these facts, we are confident, would have the
del"ired effect.
1"'he government owes it to itself to take some speedy action in this matter.
It cannotexpect men to submit willingly to an additional draft of men from this
district, knowing that their families and friends would be left still more to the
mercies of the savages.
Very respectfully yours,
J. T. KINGSTON.
His Excellency EDWARD SALOMON,
. l~adison, Wisconsin.

No. 211.
WJSCONSI~, - - - , 1863.
We, the undersigned, citizens of---, would respectfully represent that
there are from--- Indians in this county and vicinity who are murdering
and constantly committing serious depredations upon our people, and in whose
do,ver it is, unarmed, unorganized, and unprotected as we are, to utterly destroy
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us at any hour. Many famiHcs have already left their homeF!, and otlters are
leaving them. We are kept in perpetual excitement, fear, and dread, and a stop
is being put to all regular business. We cannot endure this state of things
much longer.
We have spent sleepless nights and anxious days enough already. We
therefore most earnestly petition the government, through you, to remove these
barbarians from among us, pledging you all assistance in our power, and assuring
you that unless the government does remove them we shall be compelled, in
self defence, to exterminate them.
Respectfully, &c.
General T. C. H. SMITH,
Commanding District qf Wisconsin.

No. 212.
STATE OF WISCONSIN 1 ExECUTIVE DEPARTMENT~
Madison, July 24, 1863'.
SIR: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your communication of
the 17th instant relative to the wandering bands of Indians in this State, in
reply to mine of the lOth. A later communication from me upon the same·
subject will doubtless have reached you before this time, by which you wil1
observe that the relations between the white people and the Indians are of a
more serious character than is contemplated by you. }-,rom the report made by
a committee of the legislature of 186~, composed of gentlemen fl"om the region
interested, it would appear that the number of these Indians is greatly undere:>timated by your department-that report placing the number at seven or eight
hundred. I am still of the opinion that the circumstances of the case call for
the action of the government authorities, at least to the extent of sending a
proper agent among these Indians· to hold council with their controlling chiefs,
and endeavor to quiet the present difficulty. Nothing appears to be clearer than
the fact that the government, having extinguished the Indian title to these
lands, and offered them for sale, is bound, by every obligation of justice to those·
who purchase the lanu, to protect them in the enjoyment of their property, SO·
far as any apprehensions from the Indians is concerned. I earnestly hope that.
some action may be taken by your department.
Yours respectfully,
1

EDWARD SALOMON,
Governor

Hon. J.P. UsHER,
Secretary

of tlte

if

Wisconsin.

Interior, Wasltington, D. C.

No. 213.
WAR DEPARTMENT,

Wasltington City, July 27, 1863.
SIR: I have the honor to enclose herewith, for your action, a communication
f1·om .Major General Pope, commanding the department of the northwest, who
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transmits extracts from a letter of Captain Arnold, 30th Wisconsin volunteers,
and a petition of the citizens of Juneau county, Wisconsin, in regard to the
Indians in that county, and asking for their removal.
Very respectfully, sir, your obedient servant,
EDWIN M. STANTON,
Secretary if War.
The SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR,
Wasliington, D. C.

No. 21'4.
HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT oF THE NoRTHWEST,
Milwaukie, July 21, 1863.
CoLONEL: I have the honor to transmit, enclosed, a petition from the inhabitants of J un<:>au county, Wisconsin, for the removal of the Indians from that
county, and also extracts from a letter from Captain Arnold, 30th Wisconsin
volunteers, who was sent up to examine into the Indian difficulties in that
county.
I am, colonel, respectfully, your obedient servant,
JOHN POPE,
Majo-: General, Commanding.
Colonel J. C. KELTEN,
Assistant Adjutant General.

NEW LONDON, WISCONSIN,
July 18, 1863.
CAPTAIN:
*
*
*
*
* "The people feel about the same
with reference to the Indians and their removal. Many people have moved into
the villages."
.
At "Greenfield, where most of the Indians are, they have sent off their squaws
and children, and say they are "mucl~ mad."
The people are scared all over the country. t l!,orty guns have been sent to
N ecrola and eighty distributed here.
'J.1hey will not organize a company here until they are sure the Indians are to
be removed. I think there would be but little trouble in removing them, and
there must be much trouble provided they are not removed.
When it is understood that the government is not going to remove the Indians
the people will turn out to kill them, and they cannot be stopped. 'They cannot
longer Jive in peace together.
Respectfully, your obedient servant,
ALEX. A. ARNOLD,
Cap'n, Comd'g Co. C, 30th ~Vis. Reg't.
Captain M. J. AscH,
Act. Assist. Adjt. Gen'l.

No. 215.
MADISON, July 28, 1863.
SJR: Referring to the subject of removal of the vagrant Indians from this
State, concerning which I have already addressed your department, I have the
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honor to enclose a petition just received at this office from citizens of Tomah,
:M~omoe county, requesting that those Indians be removed to their reservation.
Yours, respectfully,
EDWARD SALOMON,
Governor qf Wisconsin.
Hon. J.P. UsHER,
Secretary qf the Interior, Wasl~ington, D. C.

No. 216.
GovERNOR SALOMON: The undersigned, citizens of Tomah and vicinity, in
Monroe county, Wisconsin, earnestly request your excellency to take efficient
measures for the immediate removal of the vagra.nt Indians now in our midst
We submit to your consideration the following facts:
1. 'I' here are in Monroe and Juneau counties several hundred Menomonee and
Winnebago Indians.
2. These Indians were formerly removed from the States by the government
of the United States, which paid them for their lands in Wisconsin, gave them
a new home wast of the Mississippi, removed them to it, and furnished them one
year's provi,15ions, utensils for husbandry, &c., &c.
3. 'l'hese Indians are mere vagrants and trespassers, having no right to the
soil, and having among them no government agent.
4. They are a demoralized, vile, drunken, savage people, whose presence
among us jeopards both our property and our lives. Already have they
committed acts of barbarity known only to savage warfare. Only last week,
Monday, July 13, they butchered a helpless woman near New Lisbon; and the
next Wednesday they brutally assaulted another woman four miles from Tomah.
None of us know whose wife or children may not be outraged and murdered
next; none are for a moment absolutely safe while such lawless, drunken
wretches are at largf\ among us.
We therefore appeal to your excellency for relief. We are peaceful, lawabiding citizens, deprecating violence and bloodshed; but our families must and
shalt be protected. We cannot consent to allow the horrible scenes of the Minnesota massacre to be re-enacted in our midst. We hope, therefore, your excellency will act promptly, and relieve us from the unpleasant necessity of resorting
to our trusty rifles to rid the community of the presence of a treacherous,
drunken, savage foe.
•
Signed by L. S. Barnes and forty-one others.

No. 217.
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,
Office qf Indian Affairs, July 31, 1863. •
Sm : This office, feeiing the most earnest solicitude for the welfare of the
people of certain parts of Wisconsin, represented to be disturbed and annoyed
by wandering Indians, very gratefully accepts of your voluntary offer to visit
the districts referred to, with a view to quiet the apprehensions of the wliitcs,
and to employ such means as will induce the Indians complained of to conduct
themsclvPS in an orderly and peaceful manner until the proper means can be
effected to place them in comfort with their brethren now happily located upon
the Mi ssouri river.
Knowing that you are sensible of the necessity of the immediate application
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of your humane efforts to the cause in question, I shall expect you to proceed
without delay to the disturbed districts, and to use all the means in your power
to produce a peaceful understanding between the Indians and whites. informing
the parties interested that though this department desires for the good of both
that the Indians should be removed t~ their new homes provided for them, it
has no funds at present at its command wherewith to effect the same; but that
as soon as the next Congress assembles it will be applied to to furnish all the necessary aid to bring about the desired object. As a matter of course, this office
will provide for ,the necessary personal expenses of your anticipated trip, together for the paying of interpreters to be employed in carrying out the design
of your visit among the Indians.
Information having reached this office that, in addition to the Indians more
particularly referred to in the foregoing, certain Pottawatomies have left their
homes in Kansas, and are now in Wisconsin. You will please direct your attention to these parties, and if you can induce them to return to Kansas, the
money necessary for their transportation will be placed at your disposal for that
object on your furnishing an estimate of the expenses .
.1:!-,eeling a lively interest in your mission, I would be gratified to hear from
you frequently as you proceed in your humane task. For your information in
the premises, I beg leave to refer you to report No. 501, 1st session, 31st Congress, 1849-'50.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
W. P. DOLE, Commissioner.
Hon. WALTER D. 1\-Ici.:\TDOE, present.

No. 218.

NEw

Juneau County, Wisconsin, August 4, 1863.
SIR: Within the last ten days I have had several urgent applications to visit
this section of Wisconsin for the purpose of examining into the alleged Indian
depredations, which at present are the cause of much excitement in this part of
the State. Although I lnld no orders to do so, I thought it not inconsistent with
duty to comply with requests so urgently made by gentlemen who from long
personal acquaintance I entertained the highest respect. Upon inquiring I
learned that seveml Indians had been arrested, and were held in close confinement by order of Brigadier General Smith, commanding in the district of Wisconsin. I therefore at OliCC called upon General Smith at his headquarters in
Milwaukie, and from him ascertained that with one or two exceptions the Indians had been held or kept in close confinement, more for their own protection
against the excited white settlers than for any crimes or depredations committed.
But General Smith had already issued an order for the release of all Indians,
except such as the civil authorities desired to deal with. I reached this place
on the moming· of the 1st instant. Upon examination I find the Indians com•plained of to be mostly Winnebagoes, though there are a few lodges of roving
Pottawatomies, ·who have heretofore mostly subsisted in the eastern part of the
State, but who, when they gel into trouble, will generally clai~ to be Menomonees. After careful inquiry I am confident that there are but four families
who have at any time made it their home on the Menomonee reservation now
to be found among any of the Indians west of the Wisconsin river, and these
families are a mixture of Winnebago, Pottawatomie, and Menomonee. The
Winnebagoes are those who returned from Minnesota after they were removed
from this State. Their lodges have been on the headwaters of the Yellow,
J..,emonwier, and Black rivers. This section of country is good hunting ground;
it also affords annually an abundant crop of wild fruit, such as blueberries,
LISBON,
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whortlebcrries, blackberries, and cranberries. As soon as the fruit begins to
ripen the Indians commence gathering it for s~1e, and hence make their appearance in considerable numbers in the white settlements. 'rhese Indians are exceedingly filthy, uncouth, and generally very impudent. From the most degraded whites they have learned all the vices, and hence they are a terror to
most settlers.
The first crime committed by them this season was the murder of a Mrs.
Salter, whose husband's business, to a large extent, appears to have been to furnish the Inc1i~ns with whiskey. This murder was committed about three weeks
ago, and while the husband was absent from the house. A drunken Indian
was found near the house, and was killed by Salter. The dead Indian's head
was cut off with a grnb-hoe by a German living near, and stuck upon a stake
or pole. Shortly after this an Indian, whom all believe to have been innocent
of the murder, came along, and seeing the head of an Indian on a stake became
much frightened, when Salter also killed him, beating his brains out with an
axe-helve. Since this occurrence Salter and the German believe that the Indians have been hunting them; the German says that the Indians have shot at
him. In several instances the Indians have come to the hou8es of the fa.rmers,
in the absence of the farmer himself, and demanded not only food, but the
children. Where a demand of this kind was made on the 1st instant, the
woman, Mrs. Austin, alleges that she shot the Indian who had entered the window-she used a rifle-the intruder was shot through the breast-fell out of the
window he had entered, and was carried off by some of his comrades. Mrs
Austin says that after despatching one Indian she was assailed by another, but
with the assistance of a large dog and the rifle she compelled her intruder to retreat. Whether all the incidents of this encounter are true or not, it has an effect to produce an intense excitement in this section of the State.
Many of the farmers, in the midst of their harvest, leave all, and, with their
families, seek the villages for safety. Under this state of things, many of the
whites are advocating an indiscriminate slaughter of Indians wherever they may
be found.
I called upon the Indians held in custody before they were released. Among
them was the Winnebago chief Dandy, noted for his secession proclivities, as
well as for his control over the wandering members of his tribe. Dandy expressed his pleasure at. seeing me, remarking that he had not seen an Indian
agent for many years. He said that all the Indians concerned in the murder
of Mrs. Salter should be brought to the white officers to be punished, but that
he could not bring them in until he was released. He expressed a decided
determination to remain in this country; said that his God first showed him the
ligh) here, and that he should not go away and live by some other light. I
endeavored to ascertain from this chief the number of Winnebagoes living in
this section of the State, but he could give me no idea either as to the number
of Indians or Indian lodges. The people here estimate that there are one thousand to fifteen hundred of these roving Indians, but I cannot believe they will
exceed five hundred.
While these Indians remain where they are, the further settlement by the
whites will cease, but many who have already settled and made substantial improvements will leave and make their homes where Indians cannot molest them.
I have urged the people to act strictly on the defensive, but I apprehend
there is considerable danger that a few reckless men have determined to shoot
Indians w he1·ever they can find them.
I have the honor to be your obedient servant,
l\L M. DAVIS,

United States Indian Agent.
Hon. W. P. DoLE,

Commissioner

of Indian Affairs, 1Vaskington, D. C.
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No. 219.
UNITED STATES INDIAN AGENCY,

Appleton, Wisconsin, August 15, 1863.
SIR: I have just received the enclosed communication from the chiefs and
headmen of the Menomonee tribe of Indians. I suppose that the strange Indians of which they speak are some of the roving VVjnnebagoes ::mel ]?ottawatomies, who have formerly bad their lodges in the western part of the State, and,
having become alarmed at the troubles in J unean county, have fled to the Menomonee reservation.
These roving Indians are as annoying to the tribes under my charge as they
arc to the white citizens.
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
l\1. l\L DAVIS,
United States Indian Agent.
Hon. W. P. DoLE,
Commissioner qf Indian Affa-irs, Wasl~ington, D. C.

No. 220.

DEAR SIR: The chiefs and some of the headmen called at the office, and

req~ested me to write you as follows.

•

Ah-co-ne-may and Keshena spoke: Tell our agent, Dr. Davis, that we are
becoming alarmed to see so many strange Indians coming on our reservation
. within a few weeks; and having heard that a white woman had been killed by
some Winnebago Indians, or Pottawatornies, in Juneau county, in this State,
and seeing so many strange faces on our reservation, we are afraid that the
whites might think that they were invited by us to come and stay amongst us.
1Ve wish to assure the whites, through our agent, that we detest them as bad
as the white men do. We wish and hope that our agent will take some steps
to have them stopped from coming on our reservation, as they might commit
some depredation on some of the whites here, and be laid to our tribe. Our
agent knows what trouble we took last summer to send for some few of our
tribe that had left our reservation and had gone among the Winnebagoes, on
the Wisconsin, fearing that the Winnebagoes and Pottawatomies might commit
some depredations on the whites, and that some of our tribe might be found
among them, and we should be censured by the whites for having a hand in
the matter. 1.'hey have all of them returned during last spring and this (/'Urnmer, so that there is none of the Menornonees· amongst the Winnebagoes or
amongst the Pottawatomies. W c wish our Great Father, the President, at
Washington, to know, through our agent, that we do not like the Winnebagoes
and Pottawatomies, because thev are some of his bad red children, and do not
listen to his good advice that h~ gives them through his agents, and we do not
wish them to come on our reservation.
Chief Carron said he wished to say or send a few words to their agent, Dr.
Davis. He bad heard what their head and second chief had said, and was glad
to hear them speak as they did, and that they had spoken the sentiments of the
Menomonee tribe. Say to Dr. Davis, our agent, to say to our Great Father,
the President, that his children, the Menomonees, wish to become farmers, alHl
to always listen to him, through his agents, and hope that he will give our
agent, Dr. Davis, the power to send away from our reservation all Indians that
do not belong to our reservation. If that is done, we know that we will be
happy, and never have any trouble with our neighbors, the whites, who are
living near us; and that, as there is a few of our tribe that have not turned their
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attention to farming, we, the chiefs, would be able to prevail upon them to do
away with the chase, and become farmers, and put away the blauket, but, as
long as there are other tribes amongst us, I fear we shall not .be able to prevail
upon some of our young men, as they still retain our old Indian customs, and so
those Pottawatom~es and Winnebagocs that con:ie on our resernttion have all the
vices of all uncivilized Indians, and induce a good many of our people to be like
themselves. 'l'hcrefore, we hope that our Great Father will cause those that
are not of our tribe, or belong to our tribe, to be sent off our reservation. We
ask this of our Great Father, fearing that if we undertook to drive them ourselves it might make some trouble and distnrb the peace of the whites, who
live near us. Also, those strange Indians bring any quantity of liquor on our
reservation, and the chiefs and headmen are uuable to prevent it.
We shake hands with our Great Father, the President of the United States
of America, and with those that'are in the great council-house at Washington,
through our agent, Dr. Davis. \V e send our best respects to our agent, Dr.
Davis.
I wrote the above letter through the request of the within-named chiefs and
headmen of the :Menomonee tribe.
AH-CO-NE-MAY, 1-l ead Cltief.
KESHOO~A. Second Chiif.
CARRON, Second Chi~f
LA MO'l''l'E, Chiif of Band.
:MAH-KAH-TAH-PENASSE, CM~f rif Bar~:d.
AH-WAH-SHE-SAFU, Chief rif Band.
'l'YAH-SHEE.
ENAH-NAH-SHEE.
KAH- YAH-N Al-I-MACK.
:MAH-MAN-KE-vVET.
AH-KE-~E-BO-WE.

CO-MAH-NE-KIN.
OSH-KE-HENAH-NIEN.
SHA-POI-'l'USK.
Witness and written by me. Angust 12, 1863.
Respectfully, &c.,
·
WILLIAM POWELL, Interpreter.
Hon. 1vi. M. DAVIS,
United States Indian Agent, Appleton, Wisconsin.

No. 221.
STATE OF WISCONSIN, EXECUTIVE DEPAHTMENT,

Madison, August 24, 1863.
Sm: I herewith enclose and refer to your department a petition from citizens
of Polk county, in this State, in relation to Indians in that locality. It is understood that they are Chippewas, who have reservations in Wisconsin. It is
probably the duty of their superintendent to control them, but this, it seems, is
not done. I have no forces to be posted in that quarter, and have to request
that your department will take such action as will free the settlers upon the
public lands in Polk county from the presence of the unwelcome and maraudiug
intruders.
Yours, respectfully,
EDWARD SALOMON,
Governor of Wisconsin.
Hon. SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR,
fVaskington, D._ G.
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No. 222.
FALLS OF ST. CROIX, August 13, 1863.
SIR : We take the liberty to call your attention to an unpleasant state of affairs in this and the adjoining towns. rrhe Indians who are now and have for
years been in the habit of spending more or less time about the settlements here
have lately manifested an unusually lawless and malevolent spirit towards the
settlers ; and this has been manifested by killing hog·s and cattle to such an
extent that many of our most exposed settlers consider their stock to be very
insecure, and we would respectfully ask you to take such steps as may be necessary to secure their removal, or, failing in this, to place such a force here as
will secure them from further depredations of this kind.
We consider this subject to be one of importance to the people of this section
of the State, and hope it will receive your earnest attention.
Yours, respectfully,
\VM. M. BLANDING, County Judge of Polk Co.
P. B. LACY, P. M.
M. FIELDS, Register Land Office, Falls St. Croix.
H. D. BARREN.
\VU. J. VI~CEN'I'.
BENJ Al\tliN W. REYNOLDS, Receiver, ere·• ~c.
Governor SALOMON.
·

No. 223.
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,
Office of Indian Affairs, August 31, 1863.
• SIR : Your letter of the 24th instant, addressed to the Secretary of the Interior,
enclosing a petition of citizens of Polk county, vVisconsin, asking to be protected
from depredations by lawless Q'hippewa Indians, has been referred to this office,
and I have to inform yon that a copy of said letter and petition has been sent to
Superintendent 0. W. Thompson at St. Paul, Minnesota, with directions that
the matter be investigated, and the result reported to this office. Upon the receipt and consideration of his report, you will be informed of what action the
department deems best to be taken for the protection of the settlers ag·ainst the
alleged depredations of the said Indians.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
CHARLES E. MIX,
Acting Commissioner.
EDWARD SALOMON, Esq.,
Governor, ft;Iadison, lVisconsin.

No. 224.
vVARSAW, WisCONSIN, August 29, 1863.
S1 R. : Since my arrival" at this place I have been eugaged with some assistance
in endeavoring· to ascertain the locality and numbers of the different bands of
Winnebago and Pottawatomie Indians in this district; but since the disturbances
in Juneau county, and a recent interview with the governor of this State, in which
the Winnebago chief Dandy promised all that was asked of him, they have
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scattered in small parties through five or six large counties ; and owing to the
heavy rains, I have been unable to collect sufficient information to warrn.nt a
report to your department. I shall, however, in a few days be enabled to
resume my investigations, and will report from time to time.
From the fact of the Indians having separated into small parties, I apprehend no further difficulty with them at present, and trust they may remain so
until Congress can make an appropriation for their removal, which, in my judgment, must be as early as possible next spring.
Yours, very respectfully,
W. D. M:ciNDOE.
Ron. WILLIAM P. DoLE,
Commissioner if Indian Affairs.

No. 225.
WARSAW, WrscoNSIN, September 25, 1863.
SIR: In accordance with your instrnctions, I have devoted considerabl e time
and trouble in endeavoring to ascertain the nnmherR and locations of the Winnebago Indians in Wisconsin, the names of their chiefs, &c., &c., for which purpo~ e I have visited and conversed with the l e a rlin~ mPn at .N r w Li.,bon, N eced~-th and other places in Juneau county, Grand Rn.pids, in Wood county, and
Plover, in Portage county, and find, from the best information I can obtn,in, that
the vVinnebagoes at present scattered through the counties of Wood, Juneau,
Sank ~-tnd Columbia number in all about one thousand men, women and children,
in a distance of from 75 to 100 milrs. These Indians have no fixed location,
but travel from place to place in small bauds under the following chiefs: Dandy,
(head chief,) Caramonee, Little ~nake, Dekora, Yel1ow Thunder, and Indian Jim.
During the early part of July last they were concentrated in the county of
Juneau, and committed various depredations on the property of the settlers,
turning their ponies into their grain field~, entering houses, demanding provisions
with threats, and otherwise intimidating the whites in that county; in fact, to such
tm extent was this carried on, that numbers of families vacated their farms, and
left the country.
Ou the 14th day of July last a party of Indians visited the housP of George
Salter, situated six miles north of New Libson, Mr. Salter and his children
being absent from home, and brutually murdered Mrs. Salter. She wa~ beaten
with an axe-helve, her throat cut, and her person evidently viol~ted; the house
was rifled, clothing, liquor, &c., being carried away. Some of the Indians were
taken prisoners, but from want of sufficient e'vidence, were released. A company
of the thirtieth Wisconsin regiment was stationed at New Lisbon by order of
General Pope, both for the protec.tion of the settlers and the Indians, two of
the latter having been killed by M:r. Salter, near the scene of and soon after the
murder of his wife.
On the 2d of August the house of Mr. .J. Austin, about five miles from New
Lisbon, was attacked by five Indians. Mr. Austin being absent in the fields
harvesting, Mrs. Austin, with her two children, were in the house, and on the
approach of the Indians she locked the door. They broke in two of the windows
with an axe, taken from the wood-pile, and two Indians entered the house armed
with knives, and demanded her children. She placed them in an adjoining room,
and being a determined woman, with the assistn,nce of her dog, kBpt them off,
although they repeatedly struck at her with their knives. She seized a loaded
rifle, and whilst the dog was attacking one of them, shot the other through the
breast and reloading, fired at the other; they then left, carrying with them the
In<lian she had. shot, and believed to have killed. The dog was badly wounded,
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but she herself escaped from injury, although one of her shoes was cut by their
knives.
The inhabitants of Juneau and adjoining counties were much excited and
exaspera.ted, ancl on the 8th of August a m1-ss convention ..was held in New ·
Lisbon, when a resolution was passed, "That ifthe general go-vernment or the
governor of the State shall fail to act in the matter for the safety and protection
of the SP.ttlers, then, as a matter of self-protection, we shall be compelled to
adopt such measures as will protect ourselves, either by the removal of the
Indians or other effective means."
After the arrival of the troops the Indians left the vicinity of New Lisbon,
and are now scattered through the four counties before mentionad.
I learn that the Indians when in Juneau county had quantities of goods that
it appears impossible they could have acquired honestly, such as expensive
shawls, dress goods, &c.; and calico and children's shoes (new) were offered for
sale by them in many instances. This, together with the fact that many of the
Indians were evidently strangers and unknown to the settlers, leads to the belief
that they were refugees from Minnesota, bringing with them the plunder from
the scenes of the massacres in that State.
I do not think, from all I can gather, that any danger from the Indians or
trouble to the settlers need be apprehended before the early spring, owing·to the
ease with which Indians might be t:racked in the snow; but,I would earnestly
Tecommend as early a removal of tlierri as possible after that time, or serious
difficulties may arise between the whites and Indians, which would p_robably
lead to much blood~hed, and render their removal next to impossible, especially
as they are opposed to a removal even at this present time.
I would respectfully request that authority may be given me from your department to engage suitable men acquainted with the Winnebago language to
go among them this winter and ascertain the names of the head::) of each family
'and their exact numbers, so as to be enabled to present a bill before Congress
for their removal as speedily as may be, as, besides the cases I have now laid
before you, numerous minor depredations have been committed in all of the
frontier counties, and they are rapidly becoming depopulated, and no new settlers can be induced to come in, while the Indians are allowed to roam through
them at will. 'I'he expense of the investigation so far has been trifling, and I
will in a short time forward the accounts for your approval. ·
I am engaged in similar inquiries as to the Pottawatomies, and find they are
located at present in the counties of Portage, Shaw ana, "'\V aupaca and Dodge.
'.rhere is no danger or trouble anticipated from them at p'resent, uncl as soon as
I can collect evidence as to their numbers, &c., I will report to your department.
I remain, ;ir, your obedient servant,

W. D. MciNDOE,
Atlemher qf Congress, SixtA District, Wisconsin.

Ron.

WTLUAM

P.

DoLE,

·

Commissioner rif Inclian .Affairs.
P. S.-The Indians will shortly be permanently located for the winter, when
their names can be readily obtained.

No. 226.
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,

Office of Indian 4ffairs, October 2, 1863.
SIR: Referring to my letter to you of the 31st of August last, in which you
were informed that a copy of the petition of citizells of Polk county, \Viscon~in,
asking to Le protected frum depredations by lawless Chippewa Indians, hat!.
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been sent to Superintendent Thompson, with directions that the m~tter be investigated, I have now to transmit herewith a copy of the report of the agent
sent out to make the investigation, from which you will perceive that the complaints of depredations are apparently without foundation.
Very respectful!y, your obedient servant,
CHARLES E. MIX,
Acting Commissioner.
EDWARD SALOMON, Esq.,
Governor o/c., Madison, Wisconsin.

No. 227.
OFFICE

SuPERINTE~DENT

OF INDIAN AFFAIRS,
Saint Paul, September 14, 1863.
SIR: On the 8th instant I informed you that J. C. Ramsey, esq., had gone
to St. Croix Falls, Wisconsin, for the purpose of ascertaining the correctness
of the reports of Indian depredations near that place, referred to in your letter
of the 31st ultimo.
•
I herewith enclose Mr. Ramsey's report on that subject.
·V ~ry respectfully, your obedient servant,
C. G. WYKOFF,
Cleric.
Hon. WILLIAM P. DoLE,
Con~missioner qf Indian Affairs, Wask£nglon, D. C.

No. 228.
ST. PAUL, September 14, 1863.
sm·: 1 have t'o inform you that~ in accordance with your instructions of the
7th instant, "requesting me to visit the settlements in the vicinity of St. Croix
:Falls, \-Visconsin, and ascertain as near as possible the number and character
of the Inrlians reported to be in that vicinity, the extent and nature of depredations committed by them, and the best mode for their removal, together with
any facts you inay deem of interest," I have visited the St. Croix Falls, and on
my arrival there I made inquiries of 1\fes::;rs. Blanding, Field and Reynolds,
all parties to the letter to Governor Salomon, respecting Indian troubles in that
vicinity, and from those gentlemen I could learn nothing respecting the al. legecl troubles: except that they had heard reports of Indians troubling the
settlers.
These reports I traced back to a 1\fr. Reynolds, a son of the one above
named, who stated in my presence that the reports and the letter to Governor
Salomon, respecting Indian troubles in that vicinity, were gotten up for the
purpose of securiug, if possible, the presence of a company of soldiers at that
place.
It was reported that there had been depredations committed at Wolf creek,
fifteen miles from St. Croix Falls. I visited that place, and upon making inquiries of parties reported as being sufferers from the Indians, I was unable
to learn that there had been any depredations committed.
I am satisfied that there are but a few roving Chippewas in that vicinity.
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'The citizens with whom I conversed on this subject report the Indians very
quiet and peaceable, and express a desire to have the few Indians there remain
among them.
V cry respectfully, your obedient servant,
J. C. RAl\ISEY.
Colonel CLARK W. THOMPSO~,
Superintendent of Indian Affairs, Saint Paul.

No. 229.
WISCONSIN, 1863.
We, the undersigned, citizens of Juneau county, would respectfully represent, that there are from one to tvl'o thousand Indians in this county and vicinity,
who are mllrdcring and constantly committing serious depredations upon our
people, and in whose power it is, unarmed, unorganized, and unprotected as we
are, to utterly destroy us at any hour .
.Many families have a:lready left their homes, and others are leaving them.
e are kept in perpetual excitemept, fear and dread, and a stop is being put
to all regular business. W c cannot endure this state of things much longer.
We have spent sleepless nights and anxious days enough already.
We therefore most earnestly }_Jetition the government, through you, to remove
these barbarians from among us; pledging you all assistance in our power, and
as::;uring you that unless government does remove them, we shall be compelled, in
self-defence, to exterminate them.
Signed by G. ,V. Bailie, Hobert Henry, and one hundred and twenty-four
others.
General T. C. H. SMITH.

'V

No. 230.
OFFICE OF MACKINAC INDIAN AGENCY,
Detroit, Micltigan, October 17, 1863.
SIR : It becomes my duty once more to submit to you my annual report of
the condition of the Indians unrler my supervision.
This report would Lave been made some time since, had not a recent tour
among the Indians been unexpectedly prolonged. On the first day of Septem·
ber I left Detroit for the purpose of distributing annuities to the Ottawas and
Chippewas at Mackinac, Little Traverse, Grand Traverse, and Garden island,
and to two bands of the Chippewas of Lake Superior, who reside near the
boundary line of :Michigan and \Visconsin, and whom I had promised to meet
this year at or ncar their homes. Adverse winds, and other unavoidable difficulties attending the travelling from place to p1ace in that new region, have prolong·ed my journey considerably beyond the time set apart for it, and prevented
my forwarding this report until the present moment. I have now completed
the distribution of annuities to the Chippewas of Lake Superior, and to the
Ottawas and Chippewas, with the exception of those residing in Oceana and
Mason counties, and a few in Isabella county. In the performance of this duty
I have been engaged since the 30th day of July, and have travelled not less
than thirty-three hundred miles.
There remain yet to be paid, the Ottawas and Chippewas above mentioned,
the Chippewas of Saginaw, the Chippewas, Ottawas and Pottawatomies, and
the•Pottawatomies of Huron.

'
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To complete these payments will require six weeks' time and fourtf'en hundred miles' travel. 'rhus four months will have been consumed in the distribution of annuities, and not Jess than forty-seven hundred miles travelled.
The whole number of Indians paid, up to this time, is as follows, viz:
Chippewas of Lake Superior. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . ............... .
Ottawas and Chippewas ............................•......... :.

1,032
3,692

The bands thus far paid show an increase over last year's list of ninety-five
Muls.
The same ratio of increase among those not yet paid will make the whole
number of Indians in the agency as follows, viz :
Chippewas of Lake Superior................. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Ottawas and Chippewas ...................................... .
Chippewas of Saginaw, &c ................. . .................. .
Chippewas, Ottawas, and Pottawatomies ........................•
Pottawatomies of Huron ..................................... .

1, 032
5,024
1,664

Total.. . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

8, 023

252
51

These Indians are divided into seventy-four bands. They have assigned to
them by treaty twenty distinct reservations, amounting in the aggregate to
about fourteen hundred square miles.
'l"he Chippewas of Lake Superior have two reservations. The largest and
by far the most valuable and importnnt is situated at the head of Keweenaw
bay. This reservation covers about ninety square miles. 'rhe soil of a portion
of this reservation is of good quality, and produces in abundance such vegetables as are adapted to so hig;h a latitude. Potatoes, especially, are grown
here in large quantities, and of superior quality. Other root crops, oats, and
hay, well repay the labor devoted to their cultivation. ·
All the improvements made by the Chippewas of Lake Superior under my
charge are on this reservation. There are two schools and two missionaries
here. rrhcr~ is another sma1l reservation on the shore of Lake Superior, a
few miles below the village of Ontonagon, owned by a band of Indians numbering sixty-seven persons. But no land has been cleared and no houses built,
nor is there the remotest prospect that there ever will be by the present occupants. So long as white fish and whiskey are as plenty and as easily obtained
as at present, they will clear no land, build no houses, and raise no crops.
They should, for their own good, be removed to the larger reservation on
Keweenaw bay. I have sounded them upon the subject, and am confident they
could be induced to remove. A small sum, say a thousand or twelve hunch·ed
dollars, in addition to their annuities, would be needed to accomplish the change.
rrhere are two bands of the Chippewas of Lake Superior living on the Peshtigo,
or Peshatego river, in Wisconsin, some sixty miles from its mouth, who have
made no s:elections under the late treaty. By the terms of the treaty of September 30, 1854, 3d clause, article 2d, lands were set apart for them, and other
bands, at Lac De Flambeau and Lac Court Oreilles. But these two bands refuse
to leave their old homes. Fish and wild rice are abundant in the vicinity
where they reside, and they are very unwilling to abandon n region where food
is so easily procured. I have tried to induce them to remove to Keweenaw
bay, but they seem averse to even entertaining the proposition.
'rhese two bands, like those before mentioned living near Ontonagon, are
mn01·ant, indolent and intemperate; and I do not see how their condition can be
improved so long as they remain where they are now located. 'l'he only chance
for elevating them is by removing them to the larger reservation on Keweenaw
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bay. They could then have the benefit of a school for their children, while
the influence that would be exerted over both children and adults by the more
civilized Indians would tend to elevate and improve them. And notwithstanding their aversion to a change of locality, perhaps if sufficiently liberal offers
were made them, their removal might be accomplished.
'I'he Ottawas and Chippewas have fourteen reservations. The largest of these
is adjoining Little Traverse bay. It covers an area of about three hundred
and fifty square miles, and on it are located some twelve hundred Indians.
Quite extensive improvements have ·been made on this reservation. Some of
the most temperate, intelligen~, industrious and thriving Indians in the State are
located here. This reservation contains a large amount of good farming land
yet unoccupied, and on it might be concentrated several bands of Indians from
the smaller reservations, without detriment to the present occupants, and with
fair prospects of great good to those thus transferred. There are six schools
on this reservation, and four missionaries, two of whom are Catholic, one Episcopal Methodist, and one Presbyterian.
East of the reservation just described, and separated from it only by one
tier of townships, lies a small reservation in Cheboygan county. It is inhabited by a trifle over one hundred Indians. They are making some progress.
'l'hey have one school.
Another important and valuable reservation is located between Grand Traverse
·Bay and Lake Michig·an. It covers an area of about one hundred and fifty
square miles, and is inhabited by a little less than seven hundred Indians.
Considerable improvement has been made on this reservation. The soil is good.
The land is covered with a heavy growth of sugar-maple timber, which is
1·endered valuable by its proximity to Grand '!\·averse bay and Lake Michigan.
'I'he white settlers, already numerous in the vicinity, are pressing upon its
borders and longing to possess it. There are three schools among these Indians.
They have also three missionaries, one Catholic and two Presbyterians.
On the east side of Grand Traverse bay, in the county of Antrim, lies a
small reservation, inhabited by some seventy Indians. As is the case with all
the isolated bands, little or no progress is being made. They shonlcl be induced
to remove to one of the larger reservations. rl'hey have no school.
Another important and valuable reservation .lies in Oceana and Mason counties.
It covers an area of one hundred and forty-four square miles, and is inhabited
by about twelve hundred Indians. The soil on this reservation is good, and
produce::; corn, wheat, oats, hay, potatoes, &c., in abundance. Good water and
valuable timber also abound. Com;i<il.erable attention is given to agTiculture,
and some progress is made in the arts and usages of civilized society. Indeed,
I can say this with safety, I believe, of the Indians residing on all the larger
reservations, while nearly or quite all the isolated bands residing on the smaller
reservations, or wandering, as most of them do, from place to place, are making
scarcely any progress whatever.
'l'here are six schools on this reservation, and one missionary representing
the Methodist Episcopal church.
There is a reserve of one township, or thirty-six square miles, in .Muskegon
county. rl'here are but few Indians residing on it. I have never visited it personally; I am, hence, not prepared to speak of it as definitely as of most of the
other reservations. I am confident, however, it would be well for the Indians
occupying it, could they be induced, to remove to the larger reservation in Oeana
and .Mason counties.
An1ther reservation, belonging to the Ottawas and Chippewas, covers Garden
and High islands, in Lake Michigan. rrhere is some good farming land on this
reservation, and an abundance of choice fish are taken in the surrounding waters.
The Indians, however, are indolent and intemperate, and among the most
degraded in the State. They should be removed to the Little Traverse reserva-

REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR.

497

tion. They are apparently averse to removal, but I think their objection could
be easily overcome. rrhcy must be removed or perish, for the whiskey and other
evil influences that surround them where they are will exterminate them at no
distant day. They have one school.
There are also two reservations in ~Iackinac county, covering an area of one
hundred and forty-four square miles. But little improvement has been made
here. The greater part of the Indians are :ignorant, indolent, and intemperate.
The influences that surround them are of the very worst character. Even men
claiming to be respectable furnish them whiskey and mercilessly rob them of
the necessaries of life. All the bands occupying these reservations should be
removed to the Little Traverse reservation. They are probably averse to
removal, but that aversion should be overcome, and, if necessary, the government should insist on the change. It is the only salvation for these Indians.
They will miserably perish if left where they are. Their doom is sealed unless
they are placed in a more secure position. The government should save them,
even against their own will.
.
The Saut Ste. Marie band of Ottawas and Chippewas have four reservations,
covering, in the aggregate, about forty square miles. The bands claiming these
reserves number seven hundred and thirty-two. Some two hundred of them,
however, reside in the immediate vicinity of the village of Saut Ste. Marie, and
give very little attention to their lands. The soil on a considerable portion of
these reserves is productive, and yields remunerative crops. 'I'hese Indians have
three schools, and one Methodist Episcopal and one Catholic missionary.
There is also a small reservation near r.l'hunder Bay, in Alfena county; but
few families reside there.
The Chippewas of Saginaw, Swan creek, and Black river have two reservations. r.l'he larger, and by far the more valuable and imp'Jrtant, is situated in
Isabella county. It covers an area of something over two hundred square miles,
and is inhabited by about fifteen hundred Indians. The oil and timber on this
reservation are all that could be desired. ()n s.ome portions of it, however,
water, in the dry seasons, is very scarce; and the absence of living springs and
brooks is remedied by digging, only at considerable cost. A portion of these
Indians are as intelligent, industrious, and thriving as any within the bounds of
this agency. There are six schools on this reservation-five of them among
the Chippewas of Saginaw, and one among the Ottawas and Chippewas.· The
Methodist Episcopal church has a missionary here.
Another reservation, belonging to the Chippewas of Saginaw, lies on the
west shore of Saginaw bay, and embraces about one hundred and fifty square
miles. Some three hundred Indians reside here. Very many of them, ho.wever,
are on lands purchased from the government. So far as I have been able to
ascertain, both by observation and inquiry, their reservation is worth little for
agricultural purposes. Their welfare would be greatly promoted by removal to
the larger reserve, and more productive lands, in Isabella county. They are,
however, strongly averse to such removal. Having been born and raised on
the border of the great lake, they are, like all men thus situated, attached to the
water, and dou"bly so from the fact that they draw from it the greater part of
their subsistence. r.l'here is one school on this reservation.
My views as to the importance of concentrating the Michigan Indians, and
especially those of the lower peninsula, on a single reser"i&tion remain unchanged.
The greatest boon the government could possibly confer upon them would be
thus to bring them together. Perhaps, however, the expense of doing this
would be greater than the government, in its present embarrassed condition,
would be willing to bear. But something can be done towards concentrating
them with comparatively trifling cost.
r.l'he conrse I would recommend is as follows, viz : That a treaty be made
with the 1\Iackinac, Beaver Island, and Thunder Bay bands, and with the small
32 I
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band on the east side. of Grand Traverse bay, by which they shall surrender
their claim to their present reservations, (five in :r:umber,) and agree to remove
to the Little Traverse reservation. And to the end that an abundance of good
and may be secured to them, and to such other Indians as may hereafter be
induced to join them, I would engage to enlarge the said reservation by the
addition of several adjoining townships. And as a further inducement to
these bands, and others, to abandon their present reservations, and locate here,
I would guarantee the whole of said reservation to the Indians; that is, instead
of bringing the balance of the reservition into market, after the Indians entitled
to land have made their selections, I would hold it in trust for them, and permit
every young man among them, when he arrives at the age of twenty-one years,
to select forty or eighty acres, ana receive a certificate for the same.
I believe this would operate as a strong inducement to the bands I have
mentioned to assent to the proposed change, inasmuch as it would open a chance
to procure land to a large number of young mep. who have none under the
existing treaty; and it would also lead maf!y young men from other reserves,
who are not there entitled to land, to abandon their present localities, and make
selections on the proposed enlarged reservation. Thus we might look for constant changes from other reservations to this-for a gradual concentration
of the Indians of the lower peninsula at this point. Provision might also be
made whereby Indians holding lands on other reservations might surrender
them to the government, make new selections here, and receive the difference in
value between their new and old selections when the latter are sold.
This reservation, enlarged as proppscd, would, I believe, embrace a sufficient
amount of good farming land to supply all the Ottawas and Chippewas in the
lower peninsula, and also their young men, as they ruay arrive at the proper age, for
many years to come. And I am not without confidence that the plan here proposed, if approved ~nd adopted by the department, may be the m~ans of bringing together, in a very few years, nearly all the Indians of those tribes living
south of the straits of Mac~inac,•except those residing in Oceana and Mason
counties ; and perhaps even these, by liberal action on the part of the gov.ernment, might be induced to cast in th~ir lot with the others, thus bringing together
all the Ottawas aq.d Chippewas of the lower peninsula.
While upon this subject, l would call the attention of the department to the
condition of the Indians residing in the western part of the State, and known
as the Chippewas, Ottawas, and Pottawatomies, and the Pottawatomies of
Huron. 'They number only about three hundred. rrhey are entitled to permanent annuities, but have no reservation. They are living on land which they
have purchased of government. They are surrounded by whites, and, by reason
of their ponies, dogs, and defective fences, are often involved in difficulties and
litigation with their neighbors. It would be well to secure their removal to the
Pent vV ater or Little Traverse reservation; and, in place of permanent annuities, ·
to give them some substantial aid while commencing on their new location. I
earnestly recommend that the proper steps be taken to secure this result.
'I'he Ottawas and Chippewas are quite destitute of working cattle and agricultural implements; nor are there funds at my disposal with W'ilich to supply
them. Many of them, too, have asked me for young cattle, that they may get
in the way of raising stock for themselves. I would be glad to give them
encouragement in this direction.
At "the expiration of ten years " from the making of the treaty there will
stand to the credit of these Indians the sum of $206,000, to be paid them in
"not less .than four annual payments." They have often asked me to secure
to them an advance of a small portion of this sum, with which to purchase
articles of husbandry. I deem their request a reasonable one, and respectfully
recommend that the sum of $10,000 be advanced to them for the purpose indi-
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cated. I believe it would do them much more good than if retained and paid
to them in accordance with the express terms of the treaty.
That the schools supported among the Indians by the government are productive of much good I do not doubt; and yet it i::> painfully evident to me,
wherever I go, that the pupils made but slow progress in acquisition of knowledge. :Most of them when they enter school know nothing of the English
language. 'l'he teacher who is to instruct them is equally as ignorant of the
Indian tongue. Surely here is the "pursuit of knowledge under difficulties ."
Under this state of things, he must be an ingenious teacher, indeed, who can
render the school attractive to his restless little pupils. The pupil soon wearies
of the confinement so contrary to his nature, and to all his past habits of life,
and not in the least appreciating the importance of his privileges retires from
the school. The parent, almost as ignorant as his child, has no proper appreciation of the value of learning, and fails to use his authority to keep the child in
school.
Everywhere it is found difficult to keep the Indian children in school. Not
over two-thirds of those who might attend are ever found in the school-room,
and those most faithful in their attendance are often absent. For these and
other reasons which I will not now enumerate, even the most competent and
faithful teachers fail to secure that progress which would seem to be the legitimate reward of their labors.
I am confident the usefulness of these schools might be very greatly improved
by the publication of a suitable spelling and reading book in the two languages.
Such a book would be of very great service to the teacher as well as his pupils.
From it he would learn something of the Indian tongue, while his pupils would
find it of incalculable benefit in acquiring a knowledge of the English language.
My opinion of the value of such a work is based, not alone on my own observation, nor on the reasonableness of the thing, but also on the experience and
judgment of many of our most successful teachers. Such a work would be
useful not merely in the schools of thi8 agency, but in all schools wherb the
Cbippewa language is epoken. Its cost would be trifling compared with the
benefit it might reasonably be expected to confer. In my opinion no better use
could be made of a small portion of the Indian educational fund than to expend
it in the preparation and publication of such a book.
For information in regard to improvements made on their lands by the Indians.
houses built, crops grown, personal property owned, and the products of their
labor generally, reference is made to my annual statistical report .which will be
forwarded iu a few days. The same report will also give you additional information in regard to the schools in this agency.
The Indians must have suffered severely1 in common with their neighbors,.
by the early frosts which visited the whole western country. Their corn must
have been seriously injured, nor is their yield of potatoes, which in many
places is their main dependence, as good as last year.
There is still, notwithstanding all the effort that has been made to prevent it,.
a vast amonht of intemperance among a portion of our Indians. A large number of persons have been presented for selling them spirituous liquors in violation
of the act of Congress, and many suits are riow pending before the United States.
courts in th1::; city and at Grand Rapids. The question as to the constitutionality
of the act has been raisedy and a decision is anticipated at the November term ..
Should the law be sustained, as I trust it will, I shall hope to be more successful
hereafter in my efforts to prevent the sale of spirituous liquors to Indians.
Considerable effort has been made to induce Indians to engage in the military
service, but I apprehend the result has hardly equalled the anticipations of those
having the matter in charge. I am not definitely informed as to the number
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that have enlisted in the service from this agency, but I suppose it to be about
one hundred and fifty.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
D. C. LEACII,
United States Indian Agent.
Hon. WILLIAM P. DoLE,
Commissioner qf Indian Affairs, Washington, D. C.

No. 231.
OFFICE OF NEw YoRK INDIAN AGENCY,

Ellicottville, September 21, 1863.
DEAR SIR: I have the honor to transmit to you a statistical statement concerning the farming of the New York Indians, and also to report as to the general
condition of such Indians, as follows :
In all the characte:t:istics of more refined civilized life, the condition of the
Indians of this agency has never been more pleasing, satisfactory and promising. Encouraged, seemingly, by the marked changes that have been wrought
in their circumstances for the past few years, they are gradually overcoming
their natural and habitual repugnance to labor, their habits of indolence are
giving place to those of industry, their farming lands begin to show more evidence of skill and careful husbandry, and are now usually kept in good condition,
and their stock in excellent order. Surrounded on all sides by a dense population of white men, refined, industrious and intelligent, they are gradually imbibing
the tastes and habits of their white neighbors, and seem abundantly capable of
demonstrating to the world that they are quite as susceptible of civilization as
any other nation on the globe.
Their dwelling-houses and barns are built with far more care for comfort and
convenience, their lands are better tilled and cultivated, and far greater pains
are being taken to afford their children every facility for education and religious
training.
The white population of the Senecas of this agency is 2,988.
Of this number there reside on the Cattaraugus reservation. . . . . . . . . . 1, 434
On the Allegany reservation....................................
913
On the Tonawanda reservation..................................
641
Total . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . 2, 988
The schools on the Tonawanda reservation remain about the same as at my
last annual report, and as to the condition of those on the Cattaraugus and
Allegany reservation I would refer you to the accompanying report of E. 1\L
Pettit, esquire, superintendent of the Indian schools, which is herewith transmitted. I would also refer you to the statement of Reverend Arthur Wright,
which is herewith sent, in relation to the 'rhomas Orphan Asylum.
All of which is respectfully submitted.
Your obedient servant,
D. E. SILL,
United States Irtdian Agent.
Hon. 1VILLIAM P. DoLE,
Commissioner of Jndian Affairs.
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THoMAs AsYLUM FOR ORPHANS AND DESTITUTE INDIAN CHILDREN,

Cattaraugus Reservation, September 19, 1863.
SIR : In reply to your req nest for a report of this institution, permit me to
state, that in the brief time allowed for preparing it a full and correct report
will be impossible. Our fiscal year commences on the first day of October,
and our reports, as required by our charter, are annually made up to that date
to the State superintendent of public institutions. Hitherto they have always
been published in connexion with his report to the legislature ; and begging
leave to refer you to these reports for the previous history of the institution,
permit me to confine my statements to the current year, commencing October 1,
1862, and to close with the present month.
The number of children in charge, October 1, 1862, was fifty; admission
during the year thus far, twenty; total number of beneficiaries, seventy. Of
these, four have been dismissed, two have died, and six have been placed in
white families to acquire a better practical knowledge of business than we could
give them at the asylum, though they still continue under its charge, and retmn
to it when their term of service is completed. Exclusive of these, the present
number under care is fifty-eight.
,
Of the two who died, one was taken off by acute disease, (inflammation of
the brain,) a very promising little girl, and a bright example of early piety.
'rhe other was a sickly child when admitted, nearly seven years ago, and could
then have hardly been expected to survive the winter, but under the care of the
asylum her life was prolonged until June last, and was for the most part
rendered comfortable and happy until a brief period before her decease. It
may be proper to add, that these two are the only deaths in the institution for
nearly three years, while at the rate of mortality among the people during this
time we must have lost two or three annually; and these children are most of
them of that class among which, when not admitted to the asylum the deaths
are more numerous than in any other portion of the population.
The children put out among the whites have been selected with special
reference to their knowledge of English, qualifying them to be benefited by
their privilege, and to their age and strength, fitting them to be of service to
their employers. Their improvement has been in every instance quite satisfactory, and gives pleasing encouragement to hope that they. will in time become
very useful among their people as examples of a higher civilization than has
been heretofore attained by the people among whom they are to reside.
The general proficiency of the children in education and the acquirement of
industrious habits has also been very gratifying.
The treasurer's report for the current year not having been yet made, and
access to his books being impracticable in the limited time allowed me, I can
only state in general terms the financial condition of the institution. The debt
as reported by the treasurer on the 1st of October, 1862, was $1,109 75, and
continued to increase during the fall and winter, the receipts being very small;
indeed, the whole amount of donations from private sources during the year thus
far docs not probably exceed $100. Antic~pating that such would be the case
from the fact that the energies of the surrounding community were devoted to ·
the noble work of relieving the sick and wounded defenders of their country
and their suffering families, and not wishing to divert even a small amount from
such a channel, the trustees decided to make application to the legislature of
the State and to the Indian department at Washington for such extra appropriations as would liquidate the debt and carry the institution through the yea!"'
with the practice of the stridest economy. Although the appropriations from
the State were somewhat less than had been hoped, still, when the $1,000 pro
vided by the Indian department shall have been received, it will relieve the iusti~·
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tution to such an extent that we shall close the year with a debt of only three
or four hundred dollars.
With feelings of heartfelt gratitude to the depnrtmcnt for its 1ibcra1ity to this
institution, and to yourself for the kind interest you have taken in its we1fare
in behalf of the trustees, very respectfully, youT obedient servant,
ARTHUR "\VRIGIIT, Clerk
D. E. StLL, Esq.,
Um.tcd States Agent for the l{ew York Indians.

VERSAILLES, NEw YonK, September 18, 18G3.
Sm: The undersigned respectfully snbmit the following brief statement in
relation to the schools on the Cattaraugus and Allegany reservations.
'rhe people residing here are members of the Seneca nation. A few individuals belonging, respectively, to two or three other tribes of the Iroquois reside
among them.
.
In 18f55 the legislature of thi$ State passed a law making it the duty of
the superintendent of public institutions to establish schools for the education
of all the Indian children in the State, and appropriated a liberal sum of money
to defray the expenses. A few schools were commenced that year in schoolhouses that had been erected and occupied by the missionaries of the American
Board of Commissioners for Foreign l\1issions. Since which time other schoolhouses have been built and schools commenced, so that there are now on these
two reservations fifteen schools. In building the school-houses the p eople of
the districts, respectively, have borne a part of the expense, except in on e casetH.is was in a pagan neighborhood where the people were poor, and one at that
time generally opposed to schools, rightly judging that if their chilc1ren were
educated they would abandon their pagan worship. At first there was more or
less opposition in aJl the districts where a portion of the lJeople we·re still
attached to their ancient pagan rites, but the kind trcament of the teachers and
the beneficial results which nearly all of them now acknowledge has almost
subdued opposition, and at present none is manifested except in a few isolated
cases.
·
The teachers' salaries are paid by the State. Text books and stationery are
also provided; fuel is furnished by the people in the several districts. In illustration of the effect produced by the schools upon the Seneca nation, it may be
well to say that in lSGl the national council passed an act requiring the people
in each school district to appoint a trustee with authority to levy a tax on all
the men in their respective districts to be paid in wood delivered at the schoolhouse; and in case the wood be not delivered as assessed upon each individual
by the time specified, the trustee shall levy upon and sell any property in posses.sion of or belonging to the delinquent, and I would add that the law has been
generally enforced.
'rhe schools are generally supplied with first class teachers. There are two
terms each year of four and a half months each. The whole numb<;>r of pupils
Tegistered on the books of the several districts for the last term is about 470 .
.Average atten.dance about three--fifths of that number.
In relation to the progress made by the scholars, it is generally remarked by
-teachers aed visitors that it requires long practice to become good readers, because their organs of speech are unaccustomed to English words. In speaking
their own language their lips are never closed; it is therefore difficult for them
to give the proper pronunciatio1~ of words in which occur the consonants b, p,
m, &c. Again, the language of the reading books being to the:m fmcign, tbey
do not at first understand the meaning of what they read, consequently the
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proper modulation of voice is difficult to acquire. Notwithstanding all these
difficulties, some of them are ~ood readers. In spelling and writing, many of
them excel; in arithmetic and geography, the schools that have been longest
e11tablished would compare well with a-verage country districts. Grammqr,
algebra, and natural philosophy are taught in some of the schools.
The influence of these schools upon the general propriety of the people is of
the most gratifying character, as is seen in the improvement of their social
habits, and the progress made in regard to the enjoyment of the comforts and
refinements of civilized life. Many of them take regularly religious, political,
agricultural, and miscellaneous newspapers and magazines. The good results
are witnessed in the better cultivated farms, vegetable and flower gardens;
better houses and furniture, more becoming costume, and improved style of
living in all respects. Although a large share of these improvements may be
justly attributetl to the self-denying labors of the most excellent missionaries,
who, for more than thirty years, have labored among the people, yet, since a
general system of edti.cation for all the children has been established, all improvements have become more general.
Not having been intrusted with the supervision of the schools on the other
six small Indian reservations, I cannot speak of them from any personal knowledge. According to the last report of the superintendent of public instruction
there were ten schools located on these reservations.
Respectfully, your obedient servant,
E. M. PETTIT,
Superintendent qf Indian Sclwols.

Ron. D. E.

SILL,

United States .Agentfor New York Indians.

No. 232.
K EW YoRK, Apn'l 1, 1863.
SIR : I have the honor to acknowledge the notification of my appointment as
superintendent of Indian affairs in the Territory of Arizona, and before setting
out upon my mission beg to receive specific instructions, as it will be difficult to
communicate with the department from that remote locality.
In passing westward to my field of labor, the first Indians coming within
my superintendency are the
GTLA APACHES.

Your department is well informed that these Indians have successfully resisted all attempts for their civilization by the Spanish, Mexican, and American
governments, and have successfully driven the people of each nation from the
vicinity of the mountains which they inhabit,. and when an unfortunate civil
war caused the withdrawal of the United States troops from the country, they
proudly boasted of having chased the Americans from their domain never more
io return.
From the commencement of the war to the entire depopulation of the country
west of the Rio Grande, I could enumerate the most horrid atrocities committed
by these savages, resulting in the death of more than one hundred and fifty of
our people, some of them burned alive, and culminating in the destruction of
the mining establishments near the Santa Cruz valley, surrounding the town of
Tubac. which was also abandoned with valuable stores of machinery, SUllplies,
and material.
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The arrival of the California column under Brigadier General Carleton, in
June, 1862, found the country between the Colorado and the Rio Grande a
desolation, marked by new-made graves. The general in command, who is well
acquainted with the country and its inhabitants, soon took measures to chastise
these ungrateful savages for their breach of faith with our government and
atrocities upon our people, and has been partially successful in the performance
of this high duty.
These Indians have been treated with great kindness by our government.
Agent Steck having distributed bountifully to them corn, meal, and clothing, during
all which time they continued their depredations in the western part of the Territory, and made constant inroads into Mexico, coming back laden with spoils,
for which they found a ready market on the Riq Grande. 'l'hey bold one of
the great emigrant routes across the continent entirely at their mercy, and never
fail to take from the unwary emigrant or unprotected trader their toll of blood
and plunder. They are now well armed with lances, guns, and pistols, having
in their possession some of the finest repeating arms made in our armories, and
take care, by fair or foul means, to keep themselves well supplied with ammunition to suit their arms. Their horses are superior and well cared for, so that
upon a foray or retreat they can only be overcome by superior mettle, skill, or
endurance.
'l'be country they inhabit affords the most nutritious grasses and pure mountain streams of water, where they recruit their animals and feast upon the spoil
of the last foray until the next full of the moon affords them opportunity for
another raid upon their defenceless neighbors. These lordly mountaineers
tauntingly say that the Americans are their husbandmen and the Mexicans
their herders. Why should they labor when they can gather in abundance 1
It remains with the military department of the government to teach them the
first great lesson, " that by the sweat of their brows they shall earn their bread;"
and when they come with an humbled spirit and beg assistance from the government it will be time enough to repeat their threadbare farce of making treaties
with the faithless, and bestowing charities upon people entirely devoid of moraJ.
sense. The beautiful theory of moral suasion does not work well with hereditary
robbers and plunderers; nothing but the strong arm of military power can restrain them, and that imperfectly.
THE PAPAGOS

inhabit that triangular space of arid land bounded by the Santa Cruz, Gila, and
Colorado rivers, and the Mexican boundary line. Their first and principal
village is at San Xavier del Bac, a church erected by the Jesuits in 1698, and
here they have lived, arid planted, and watched their flocks and herds ever since,
resisting the barbarous Apaches, and ·assisting their Spanish, Mexican, and
American protectors in many campaigns against the savage Indians.
'!'hey raise wheat, corn, barley, beans, peas, melons, and pumpkins, and are expert in the manufacture of pottery and willow-ware. In harvest time they spread
all over the country as reapers and gleaners, returning with their wages of grain
for winter. They gather the fruit of the cereus giganteus, which they call
petayah, and after expressing the juice for molasses, put up the pulp in cakes
for their winter's store. They have horses, cattle, sheep, poultry, and great
numbers of dogs.
As these Indians were found in possession of the soil they cultivate, and have
maintained themselves there continuously ever since, it would seem equitable
that their rights should be recognized by the government of the United States.
They are naturally anxious on this subject, and an allowance of land and adjustment of boundaries, at an early day, may avoid difficulties and complications
with Americans who may ignorantly or maliciously encroach upon their ancient
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possession. I presume a league square around the mission church of San
Xavier would include all the land they have in cultivation, and the water
necessary for its irrigation. They have guarded this grand old church with
reHgious reverence, and naturally look upon it as their property held in sacred
trust.
I beg authority to make this reservation at an early day, and an allowance of
means to pay the expense of a survey, and permanent landmarks to be erected
at the four corners of the boundary.
The Papagos within our jurisdiction live in eighteen different villages, and
are estimated as follows:
Souls.
San Xavier del Bac . . • . • • . . . . . • . . . • • . . . . . . • . . . . . • . . . . . • . . . . . •
500
Santa Rosa . • . . • . . • • • • • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . .
400
Cahuabia . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . • • . • . • . . . • . . . . . . .
350
Fresnal . . • . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . • • . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . • . . . . . . . .
250
Cojota ...••........•.........•............... _• . . . . . . . . . . • .
500
Tecolota. . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . .
500
Cumero .... , .. , .... , ••.................•....• , . . . . . • . • • . . . .
500
Poso Verde . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . .
350
Sou Saida .... ; . . . • • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . • • • . . . . . . . . . .
250
Sonoita. . . . . • . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . • • • • . . . . • . . .
500
Mesquit . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . .
500
Periqua . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . •
400
Chuba . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
250
Poso Blanca . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • • • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . •
300
Quejotoa. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . •
500
Nariz . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . .
250
.Alcalde . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . • . • . . . .
250
Quotovaquita... . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • • . . . . . . • . . . • • .
250
Total . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . • • • . . . . . . •

6, 800

The most of these villages are watering-places, around which these simpleminded people gather for the scanty sustenance accorded them by nature.
Water, water, water, is the great desideratum.
The requiremen1 s of these Indians would be, first, the implements necessary
to increase their supply of water and prepare in·igating ditches, then agricultural and mining implements. They wash considerable gold in the rainy season,
which commences in June and lasts two or three months, with occasional showers
in the winter. A number of very rich silver mines have recently been opened
in their territory, and questions are already arising as to the rights of Americans, Mexicans, and Indians to the mines, wood, water, and grass in the vicinity.
In former times rich gold placers have been worked here, and as the drifted
gold must have had some origin, it is probable that gold mines will be discovered
in the vicinity.
The region abounds in copper ore of great richness, which, from its proximity
to the Gulf of California, will soon be mined for transportation.
The Indians can be made useful to the Americans, and derive benefit from
their enterprise, if their interests can be harmonized and protected.
The l\iexicans of Honora, to the number of several thousand, of the worst
class, are mining and carrying off the ores and precious metals from this region,
without paying any tribute to commerce or government. It scarcely seems
proper to pay ten millions of dollars for a territory, and then allow the natural
enemies of our race and nation to carry away the most valuable property upon
it without let or hindrance.
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I should be glad to receive specific instructions as to the rights of Americans,
Mexicans, and Indians, in this exposed portion of the public domain.
If population should increase in this region without a corresponding incrrase
in water, the Indians must perish. I have in the dry season of former years
had the horror to see them perishing for water, and but for good mule flesh, and
great powers of endurance, would have shared their fate.
'I'he Indians would no doubt be satisfied if secured in the possession of their
watering places, fields, and fruits, and the whites ought to be restrained from
trespassing upon them.
No written treaties have ever been made with these Indians by the Mexican
government, and none by the United ·states authorities. · They haye great
anxiety and uneasiness on this subject, and the inauguration of civil government in .Arizona seems a fit time to determine what views the government
will take of these people; what rights accord to them, and what policy pursue.
If they" are secured in their possessions, and aided a little with implements and
seeds, they need be no further expense to the government; on the contrary,
they would soon raise enough for their own consumption, and to spare.
If they could be supplied with some common arms, they would be valuable
auxiliaries against the .Apaches .
.An agent for the Papagos ought to be appointed, to reside at the mission of
San Xavier del Bac, where· their principal chief lives.
THE PIMOS AND MARl COP AS,

living on the Gila river, are well known to our government, from the many
favorable reports of their character and condition from the different military
expeditions and boundary surveys that have passed through their villages since
the commencement of the war with Mexico. They have been uniformly fi·iendly
to our authorities, and hospitable to our emigration. 'l'hey live entirely by agriculture, and have extensive fields ofwheat, corn, and barley, watered by irrigation from the Gila river. They also raise cotton, and·manufacture a very superior cotton bla:p.ket, besides many other articles of clothing; and this branch of
agriculture should be especially encouraged by the introduction of ne"v seeds
and some primitive cards, wheels, and looms. They also need a renewal of
seed wheat, beans, peas, and corn, with a supply of agricultural implements.
The Pimos and Maricopas combined, number about five thousand souls; have
one thousand laborers, and seven hundred warriors. If they were supplied
with some common muskets they would be valuable auxiliaries against their
hereditary enemies, the .Apaches. .An application made to the vVar Department
in their behalf, by Brigadier General Carleton, has not been answered. Will
your department solicit a favorable answer 1
·
.A reservation was surveyed for these people by Colonel .A. B. Gray, under
the direction of Special . .Agent Mowry, but the Indians claitn a much larger
space than was allowed them. If, in the eager rush for farms or embryo cities,
the land above them should be occupied by .Americans, and their supply of
water reduced, it might produce discontent .
.An agent for the Pimos and Maricopas should be appointed, to reside at or
near the Pimo villages, with authority to employ a blacksmith and carpenter
for their benefit.
THE CO COP AS,

living between Fort Yuma and the mouth of the Colorado river, number some
three thousand souls, (3,000.) 'I1 hey are about equally divided between O.alifornia, Lower California, Sonora, and .Arizona. 'They have heretofore considered
the military authorities at Fort Yuma the representatives of the government,
and rendered them their homage. 'I'hey plant in the bottom lands of the Colo-
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rado river, and gather mesquite beans for their subsistence. They render some
services to the Colorado Steamboat Company, and the persons in their employment, for which they receive compensation.
Their wants are but few, and nature here has supplied them with fish, mesquite beans for bread, and a rich alluvial soil for whatever they may have the
industry to plant.
If the Cocopas are included in the ~mpcrintend.ency of Arizona, they could
be under supervision of the agent near ]'ort Yuma.
THE YUMAS OR CUCHAUS,

at the junction of the Gila and Colorado rivers, have heretofore been included
in the superintendency of California, but the majority of them living and· having their fields on the eastern bank of the Colorado, come within the limits of
Arizona. 'rhey have diminished rapidly since the location of Fort Yuma
brought them . within fatal contact with the whites, but are a manly, stalwart
race, and if forced to cultivate the soil, would no doubt reap the just reward of
labor in improved- condition.
The land is fertile, and in that temperature will produce abundantly. They
depend entirely upon the overflow of the Colorado, which renders their crops
precarious. A reservation ought to be set apart for them in the delta of the
Gila, and some facilities allowed them for irrigation, so that they might have a
safe dependence to reap where they have sown. They should have a local
agent.
THE YAMPAIS,

living on the Colorado, at the mouth of the Bill V\.,..illiams fork, are but little known,
never having been visited by any of our authorities, except the Pacific railroad
surveyors and the exploring party of Lieutenant Ives, when ascending the Colorado river. '!'heir numbers are estimated at two thousand to two thousand five
hundred, and their condition very poor, inhabiting an inhospitable region, and
remote from any of the markets for supplying themselves with. clothing or implements of husbandry; they have no means of improving their condition if
they would. A small supply of clothing and some seed, agricultural implements,
and fishing tackle, would give them an earnest of our good intentions, and afford
them an opportunity of improvement. The agent for the Yumas could also have
them in charge.
THE CHEMIHUEVIS

live on the Colorado river above the Bill Williams fork, a small tribe and
quite unknown. '!'hey number perhaps two thousand to two thousand five
hundred souls, .and cultivate the valley of the Colorado for subsistence, finding
also some game and fish. A reservation of their lands should be made at an
early day, and some assistance given in agriculture.
THE HUAEPAIS

live in the almost inaccessible mountains on the Upper Colorado, and are but
little known; they may number one thousand five hundred or two thousand,
but cannot be accurately estimated.
THE PAIUTES

are also included within the boundary of Arizona. They have a very bad
character, and are principa.lly noted for having murdered Captain Gunnison's
party enga~ed in Pacific railroad surveys. They cannot be numerous-perhaps
within the boundary not more than five hundred.
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THE 1\'IOJAVES,

on the Upper Colorado, number some five thousand souls, and have not, so far
as I am aware, had any intercourse with the civil agents of the government. A
rapid influx of miners from California is now fast encroaching upon their ancient
possessions, and an early definition of rights and boundaries may prevent
trouble, and result to the mutual ad vantage of both parties, as well as the government.
'
r.rhe tributaries of the Colorado are known to contain vast mineral treasures in
gold, silver, copper, quicksilver, lead, iron, coal, salt, and precious stones, which
the enterprise of our people will not allow to remain dormant.
The Indians must be protected and provided for, or they will soon be swept
away by this avalanche. There ·are already on the Upper Colorado from two
thousand five hundred to three thousand persons, Americans and Mexicans, remote from civil government or organized society, engaged in prospecting mines.
An old and valued friend, writing from there in February, says : " The
Mojaves and the other Indians live right in our midst. They are the best and
most extraordinary Indians I have yet seen-and I have seen various tribes,
nearly all on the North American continent; tltey do not steal, and butfew drink;
they are jovial, singing and dancing a good deal. They sell us hay, mesquite
beans, mellons, pumpkins, &c., and do some work, but know nothing of mines or
mining; we have one for an under-cook, who speaks Spanish and a little English."
Lieutenant I ves gave a very good account of the Mojaves he met with on his
exploration of the Colorado. In view of any further difficulties with the
Mormons, the friendship of the Indians of the Upper Colorado would be very
important. An agent for the 1\fojaves aud neighboring tribes should be appointed to reside in their midst at some convenient point on the Upper Colorado.
THI!: 1\'IOQUINS

are one of the most interesting tribes of Indians in Arizona. They have almost
a classical reputation from the extravagant stories that were told about them by
the early Spanish explorers, and the interest they excited in Europe. A romancing friar, called Marco de Nica, first gave the governor, Muno de Guzman, such
marvellous accounts of the seven cities inhabited by these Indians, then called
the Seven Cities of Civola, (Buffalo,) that he attempted an expedition to them,
which failed, (1538.) He afterwards induced the Viceroy Mendoza to order an
expedition, which was successfully conducted by Caronado, the governor of
New Galli cia, in 1540, but without finding the golden treasures and magnificent
cities so enthusiastically described by the romancing friar.
They found, however, very interesting aborigines, living in good stone
houses, cultivating fields of maize, beans, peas, mellons, and pumpkins, and
tending their flocks and herds. They wove blankets from the wool of their
sheep, and made cotton cloth from the indigenous staple, which was fine enough
for a canvas on which to paint the pictures of their beasts and birds.
The expedition of Caronado did not satisfy the expectations which had been
raised in Europe about the golden treasures and magnificent cities of Civola,
and in 17 42 we find an order from Philip V to the viceroy, ordering the reduction of the province of Moquin.
The Moquins have continued to live in their mountain homes, cultivate the
maize, tend their flocks and herds, make themselves comfortable blankets for the
winter, and cott~m for the summer. Their numbers are variously estimated at
from four to seven thousand.
It may be only necessary to preserve friendly relations with them, and make
them a few presents as an earnest of our good will.
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THE NAVAJOES,

living in the northeastern corner of the Territory, are the most formidable tribe
in the boundary. Their numbers have been estimated at fifteen thousand, and
competent authorities have stated that they could raise and equip from twentyfive to thirty thousand warriors.
They are, no doubt, a branch of the great Apache family, and inherit some
of their traits of character. Their depredations have been principally upon the
inhabitants of New Mexico and the Zuni and Moqui Pueblos. 'rhey neither
require nor deserve any assistance from the United States, having abundant
flocks and herds, raising good crops, and manufacturing their own clothing.
They need only to be restrained from committing depredations, by the military authorities of New Mexico. Their country is remote, and will not be
encroached upon by whites at present.
An agent may or may not be appointed to reside near them, as your department may determine. In return for the many acts of friendship and hospitality
done for our officers and people by the principal chiefs of several of the Indian
tribes in Arizona, the government could afford to invite them to Washington, in
order that the friendly relations which commenced with our occupation of their
country may be cemented and continued.
The Papagos and Pimos are especially deserving this consideration. 'rhe
present chiefs of these tribes have more than ordinary intelligence, and during
my residence in that country were frequently guests at my table, behaving
themselves with commendable politeness and propriety.
'rhe other tribes are not so much cultivated, but would derive much information and pleasure from a visit to our country and capital.
~f some of the young chiefs could be taught practical agriculture on some of
our model farms, and some lessons in tl1e rudiments of manufacturing wool and
cotton, it would result in great advantage to their people. A portion of these
Indians were furmerly instructed in the ceremonies of the Roman Catholic church,
and still preserve some vestiges of its ordinances.
It remains for you to determine whether these people are to receive any religious iustrnction; and if so, in what manner and kind.
It would not comport with the dignity nor duty of a Christian nation to allow
these hapless wards of the government to relapse into barbarism for want of
religious instruction, without which neither Indians nor whites can become
prosperous and happy. If there are truly benevolent and pious people among
us, they could scarcely find a more iuviting field.
The zealous and self-sacrificing members of the Society of J esns sought out
these primitive people in the 1·emotest portion of the North American continent,
more than three centuries ago, and taught them, by precept and example, the
beautiful doctrines of their Divine Master.
Now, 'having given this slight sketch of the Iudian tribes coming within my
superiutendency, it becomes necessary to understand clearly my own rights,
powers, and duties in regard to them.
1. Have I authority to make treaties, by which reservations may be segregated from the public domain for their use, and annuities guaranteed to them for
relinquishing their title to all else 1
2. Shall I have authority to appoint agents· for the different tribes named in
the for(' going schedule ; and if so, at what rates of compensation 1
3. Shall I have authority to exclude from these reservations any foreigners,
or even Americans, and by what process shall such exclusion be made 1
4. In going to my field of labor and visiting the different Indian tribes, shall
I be entitled to a military escort ; and if so, by official right, or by courtesy 1
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I shall go among these Indians with the most friendly feelings, and an earnest
desire to promote their welfare, and strengthen the ties of friendship which bind
·
them to our government and people.
I have the honor to be, respcctfnlly, your very obedient servant,
CHARLES D. POSTON.
llon. WILLIAM P. DoLE,
Commissione1· qf Indian A.flairs, TVasl~ington, D. C.
REC.A PITULATION.

Indians in Arizona, estimated in round numbers, from the best authorities:
Apaches of the Gila . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
5, 000 souls.
Papagos, (Pimeria Alta).......... . ...... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
7, 500 "
Pin1as and l\iaricopas, (Gila,) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
5, 000 ''
Cacopas, (mouth of Coloraclo)............ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
3, OQO "
Yumas or Cuchans, (Colorarlo) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
3, 500 "
Yam pais, (Bill \Villiams fork) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
2, 500
Chemehuevis, (Colorado) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
2, 000 "
1Yiojav.es . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
5, 000 ''
Pah Utes . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
500 "
Ifualpais . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
2, 000
::M:oquis, (Seven Pueblos)................................
7, 000 "
Nav~oes, (nomadic) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
15, 000
Apaches, Mansas, rrreson . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
100 "
Total souls . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

58, 100 · ''

No. 233.
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERlOR~

Office Indian Affairs, July 16, 1863.
SIR: I have to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the lOth instant,

asking for special instructions in relation to reservations for the Papagos and
the Indians on the Gila and the Colorado.
Having no later means of information at hand than what is contained in your
report of April10, I must depend upon that report and your own judgment
in makii~g provision for those Indians. Justice to them requires that they
should have secured to them the localities they have so long occupied, and that
a liberal policy should be adopted towards them by the government, to preserve
the existing friendly relations between them and our people, as well as to encourage them to persevere in their efforts to become a civilized and a prosperous
people.
•
.
•
In relation to the Papagos, I fully agree with you that a reservation should
be made around their mission churcl} at San Xavier, to the extent of a square
league, if required to include their cultivated lands at that point, and also other
reservations at their watering places of an equal extent, if required to secure
he same object. These reservations you are authorized to select on your arrival in Arizona, describing the same as far as practicable by natural metes and
bounds, and report the same to this office. Upon receiving your report, I will take
immediate steps to sec':l-re a recognition of the res-ervations until such time as surveys thereof can be made, and they be confirmed by the proper authorities.
In the same manner you are authorized to select reservations for the Indians
on the Gila and the Colorado, reporting the same to this office, as in the case of
the Pasago.
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Mr . Lockhart takes an honest, zealous interest in the welfare of the Indians
and it would he his pride to teach them that which they are so anxious to
learn-to cultivate the ground.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
ORION CLEMENS,
Acting Governor, Ex Officio Supe1·intendent Indian Affairs.
Hon. W. P. DoLE,
Commissioner if Indian Affairs, WasMngton, D. C.

No. 23.'5.
OFFICE OF !~DIAN AGENT,

N. T.,
Carson City, July 9, 1863.
SIR: I ha,?e recently been making a tour among the Pah JJtah Indians. I
find them delighted over the idea of cultivating their 1·eservations. They are
beginning to see that this will soon be their only means of subsistence, and the
only way by which they can long hold the land already given them.
I am in fine spirits about impr0ving their condition, and have no doubt at all
but that as much progress can be made next year with them as was ever made
with any tribe, and perhaps more in the same length of time. About 2,000
Indians have lately been vaccinated, and many more are coming up to Lieutenant Churchill to be vaccinated.
There is entire peace and harmony with all the Indian tribes in this Territory,
I am glad to say. I design soon to visit the Indians about Reece 1·iver, as
that is the only place just now where I can see that trouble might arise on
account of the rapid influx of people in that direction.
I . have the honor to be, your obedient servant,
JACOB T. LOCKHART,
Indian Agent, Nevada Terntory.

TERRITORY OF NEVADA, EXECUTIVE DEPARTME~T,

Carson City, July 9, 1863.
Endorsed.
ORION CLEMENS,
Acting Governor and Ex Officio Superintendent Indian Affairs.
Hon. W. P. DoLE,
Superintendent qf Indian .AJlairs, Waskington, D. C.

No. 236.
SuPERINTENDENcY oF INDIAN AFFAIRS,

Uta'h. Te1·ritory, Great Salt Lake City, June 26, 1863.
SIR : By the efforts of General Conner and myself, Little Soldier, the chief
of the Weber Utes, who have been hostile and committing depredations for
some months past, has been induced to come in with his band, and promises to
remain at peace with the whites. He met us, with fourteen of his warriors, today in co~ncil ; wished to make a firm and lasting peace; encamped at a place
near the city, where we can supervise his conduct, and agrees to remain there
until we tell him to go to his hunting grounds; and have sent messengers t 0
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Mr . Lockhart takes an honest, zealous interest in the welfare of the Indians
and it would he his pride to teach them that which they are so anxious to
learn-to cultivate the ground.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
ORION CLE~fENS,
.Acting Governor, Ex Officio Supe1·intendent Indian .Affairs.
Hon. "\V. P. DoLE,
Commissioner qf Indian Affairs, lVasMngton, D. C.

No. 23!5.
OFFICE OF I~DIAN AGENT,

N. T.,
Carson Oity, July 9, 1863.
SIR: I have recently been making a tour among the Pah JJtah Indians. I
find them delighted over the idea of cultivating their reservations. They are
beginning to see that this will soon be their only means of subsistence, and the
only way by which they can long hold the land already given them.
I am in fine spirits about impr0ving their condition, and have no doubt at all
but that as much progress can be made next year with them as was ever made
with any tribe, and perhaps more in the same length of time. About 2,000
Indians have lately been vaccinated, and many more are coming up to Lieutenant Churchill to be vaccinated.
There is entire peace and harmony with all the Indian tribes in this Territory,
I am glad to say. I design soon to visit the Indians about Reece 1·iver, as
that is the only place just now where I can see that trouble might arise on
account of the rapid influx of people in that direction.
I have the honor to be, your obedient servant,
JACOB T. LOCKHART,
Indian Agent, Nevada Terntory.

TERRITORY OF NEVADA, EXECUTIVE DEPARTME.VT,

Carson City, July 9, 1863.
Endorsed.
ORION CLEMENS,
.Acting Governor and Ex Officio Superintendent Indian Affairs.
Hon. W. P. DoLE,
Superintendent qf Indian A.ff'airs, Washington, D. C.

No. 236.
SuPERINTENDENcY oF INDIAN AFFAtRS,

Uta'h. Territory, Great Salt Lake City, June 26, 1863.
SIR : By the efforts of General Conner and myself, Little Soldier, the chief
of the Weber Utes, who have been hostile and committing depredations for
some. months past, has been induced to co~e in with his band, and promises to
remain at peace with the whites. He met us, with fourteen of his warriors, today in council ; wished to make a firm and lasting peace; encamped at a place
near the city, where we can supervise his conduct, and agrees to remain there
until we tell him to go to his hunting grounds ; and have sent messengers t 0
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other Ute bands assuring them of their safety if they join him, and of our friendly
disposition, and advising them also to come in. I have now strong hopes that
hostilities on the part of the Utes will cease.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JAMES DUANE DOTY.
Hon. WM. P. DoLE,
Commissioner o/ Indian A/faits.

No. 237.
SnPERIN'l'ENDENCV OF INDIAN AFFAIRS,

Utah Territory, Great Salt Lake City, July 18, 1863.
SIR : On the 7th of this month General Conner and myself made a treaty of
peace with Little Soldier and his band of Weber Utes, who had assembled at
a point in the vicinity of this city indicated by us for their camp, about twenty
miles distant.
We found with him individuals of several other bands, who attended our
meeting to ascertain, it is presumed, if we were ~incere in accepting Little Soldier's proposals for peace; and if so, to let us know that the disposition of other
bands was favorable to peace. All who were present participated in the presents of provisions and goods which I made to Little Soldier, and which were
distributed by him, and promised to cease all further depredations, and faithfully
to maintain peace and friendship with all white men.
The other bands of Utahs, to whom messengers had been sent, proposed to
meet us at Spanish fork at an early day, to be appointed for the purpose of
making peace. The 14th instant being the time selected by General Conner,
we met there on that day all of the principal men of those bands excepting two,
who sent word by others that they would abide by whatever terms were agreed
upon.
It was agreed that hostilities should cease immediately; that the past should
be forgotten; that the Utahs should give up any stolen horses they had in their
possession; that no further depredations should be committed by them; that
they would remain peaceable and quiet in future; and if any of their people
should hereafter murder white men or steal their horses, they would make every
exertion to arrest the offenders, and deliver them up for punishment.
We promised them liberal presents of provisions and clothing, and that these
presents would be continued to them by the government as long as they kept
their word, but no longer. We assured them that if any act of aggression upon
the whites was committed by them, the soldiers would immediately enter their
country and pursue the culprits until redress was obtained, to which they assented.
We also assured them that if any injury was done to them by white men, the
offenders should be punished if they made complaint, and gave the proper information to General Conner, or to the superintendent.
They appeared to be very anxious for peace and to have their friendly relations with the government restored, and I feel confident the troubles with the
Utah nation (in this Territory) are now terminated. The large presents which
I have made them this spring, and on this occasion, l1ave undoubtedly contributed
to this result, but I think the government is mainly indebted for it to the able
commanding officer of this military department, General Conner, and the efficiency and bravery of the officers and soldiE'rs under his command.
These treaties ·were made orally and not reduced to writing, being without
instructions from the department, and our only purpofe being to obtain peace
with these Indians, and to stop further hostilities on their part, for the present
at least.
33
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They appeared to be very thankful for the food and clothing which I gave
them, and I promised them when the goods arrived, which are now on the way,
further presents would be made them if they remained good. rrhis I consider
the best application of the funds under my control for the general service which
could be made for the benefit of the Indians, the security of emigrants, and of
the telegraph and overland mail lines, and the interests of the government.
When they are again assembled to receive presents, provisions, and goods, I
think a treaty may be effected with them upon such terms as the department
may desire.
I can but repeat the recommendation which I have heretofore made, that the
Utah bands ought to be collected on the Uintah reservation, and provision made
for them as herdsmen. General Conner informs me that some of the troops
under his command can be employed (peace being now established with the
Shoshonees) in settling and protecting them there, and in aiding them in erecting
their houses, and making other improvements for permanent homes. In this
manner government may soon obtain perfect control over this nation, and with
a less expenditure of money than is now required to maintain the very unsatisfactory and imperfect relations existing at present.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JAMES DUANE DOTY,
Superintendent.
Hon. W. P. DoLE,
Commissioner of Indian Affairs.

No. 238.
SuPERINTENDENCY oF INDIAN AFFAIRS,
Utal~ Territory, June 20, 1863.
SIR : Your letter of instructions in relation to the proposed treaty with the
Shoshonees, dated June 1, 1863, I have the honor to acknowledge, and to inform yon that I shall proceed the coming week to Fort Bridger for the purpose
of meeting the Shoshnnees who are assembled there, some of whom I met on my
late expedition, and of treating with them according to your instructions of the
22d of July, 1862, and of those now given.
Many of these Indians have been hostile, and have committed depredations
upon the persons and property of emigrants and settlers, but now express a
strong desire for peace. Agent Mann informs me that he is now feeding them
under your authority ; I therefore ha.-;ten to meet them, that some arrangement
may be made by which they can with satisfaction return to their hunting
grounds, and upon terms which shall secure peace hereafter, safety to the emigrants and travellers, and relieve the department from the expense now being
incurred.
These are about one-third of the Shoshonees with whom treaties may be held,
and I shall endeavor to limit the expenditures to the least amount to obtain the
objects desired by government.
You will please make the deposit with Mr. Cisco, as indicated in your letter,
that my drafts may be provided for on presentation.
The Shoshonee bvnds are scattered over so vast an extent of country that it
will be necessary for the commis::;ioners to meet them at several points. The
whole nation can never be assembled without bringing them hundreds of miles.
Very respectfully, your most obedient servant,
JAMES DUANE DOTY,
Superintendent of Indian Affairs, Utah Territory.
Ron. WM. P. DoLE,
Commissioner qf Indian A.flairs.
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No. 239.
SUPERINTENDENCY OF INDIAN AFFArRS,

Utah 1'erritory, Great Salt Lake City, June 20, 1863.
SIR: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, dated May
22, 1863, in relation to my northern expedition, and to report:
That I returned to this city from that expedition on the 19th instant, having
been absent six weeks in the Indian country, and travelled over eight hundred
miles. I accompanied General Conner to Snake River Ferry, two hundred miles,
where we separated, and he proceeded with his cavalry up the Blackfoot river,
and south across the dividing ridge to Soda Springs, at which he has established
a military post, on the old California and Oregon roads. The Bannacks and
Shoshonees I met in small bands, and after consulting with them, I am satisfied
they are disposed to be peaceable and friendly. '.rhe exhibition of a cavalry
force among them, apparently satisfied them that they could be reached by the
power of the government, and that they would certainly be punished if they
committed depredations upon white men. There are, undoubtedly, as they say,
some bad men among them, who will not be controlled by the chiefs, but efforts
are made by the peaceable Indians to restrain them. The only bands that appear
determined to continue hostilities were those of Pokatelo, Sagowitz, and Sanpitz,
and with these I could obtain no communication. 'l'hey must be left to General
Conner's troops.
When at Snake River Ferry, two express-men arrived, bringing information
that a large body of Shoshonees and Bannacks were assembled at Kamash.
prairie, about one hundred mHes further north, on the road used by emigrants
to Bannack city, with the intention to either fall upon the miners on Beaver
Head and its branches, or upon the emigrants along the road between South
Pass and Bridger. If this could be prevented by an interview, I felt it my
duty to make tbe attempt, and therefore proceeded with my interpreter to the
place indicated to meet them. At Kamash prairie I found but few Indiansthose remaining stating that those who had been there had gone in different
directions to the mountains to hunt, and that they were all friendly to the whites,
and disposed to be peaceable. 'l'hey complained of the white men at Bannack
city firing upon them in the streets of that place, when they were there upon
a fi·iendly visit, and molesting no one, and killed their chief, Shanog, and two
others. 'l'hey said they did not intend to reveng·e this wanton act, because it
was committed by men who were drunk, and they thought all the people there
were drunk at the time. I advised them not to go there again, and to keep
away f.t;om drunken white men; to be kind, and render good service to the emigrants along· the road, and that they would be generously rewarded. I gave
them a few presents of blankets, &c. However, fearing there might be trouble
from this gross attack, and that other bands might not be disposed to overlook
it, I determined, as there was no Indian agent in this section of country, to
proceed to Bannack city, about eighty miles distant, to ascertain the truth of
their statement, and to counsel with those who might be along the road through
the mountains. On entering the mountains I encountered a large band of Shoshonees, who manifested a friendly spirit, expressed a desire to ~e at peace,
and thankfully accepted the few presents I was able to make them. On arriving
at Bannack I learned, with regret, that the statement by the Indians, of the
murder of their people, was true; that they were fired upon as they were sitting
quietly in the street, by a dozen white men, and that their sole object in visiting
the place was to give up a child-which they did-which had been. demanded
of them on the supposition that it was a stolen white child. I saw the child,
and have no doubt that it is a half-breed, and was rightfully in their possession.
I would have adopted legal measures for the punishment of these offenders, but
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there were no civil officers tl1ere, and no laws but such as have been adopted by
miners. rl'he matter must rest until the organization of the government of Idaho.
Whilst at Bannack, I ascertained that bands of Flat-heads had passed on the
road by which I came, in search of the Bannacks and Shoshonees, for the
purpose of stealing their horses and making war upon them. Deeming it unsafe
to return alone, I employed Mr. Dempsy, an excellent interpreter, to send a
guide and guard of Indians with me. These accompanied me faithfully to
the settlement of Box Elder, and will, on their way back, give useful information to those of their nation they meet.
All the Indians I met, during my absence, appeared desirous to form a treaty
with the United States, and I told them that when the commissioners were ready
to meet them I would send a runner to them to inform them of the time and
place for them to assemble.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JAMES DUANE DOTY.
Hon. WILLIAM P. DoLE,
Comm·issioner qf Indian Affairs.

No. 240.
OFFICE YAKAl\'TA INDIAN AGENCY,

TVasllington Territory, .August 28, 1863.
SIR: I acknowledge the receipt of your communication, requesting me to

furnish you with my annual report for the year ending June 30, 1863. In com~
pliance therewith, I have the honor to report as follows:
It affords me pleasure to state that the Indians under my care are peaceable
and well-disposed towards the whites and the government. Rumors of war
are common in all Indian countries, and ours has not been exempt. It was
reported during the year that the Yakamas exhibited a warlike spirit towards
the whites, and that they were upon the eve of an outbreak. After making
diligent inquiry, I learned that a few Indians were dissatisfied and restless, and
would, perhaps, join in a hostile movement, if one was made; but this feeling
did not prevail to a great extent, amounting to a single band. As long as the
government is faithful to fulfil its promises and carry out the treaty engage~
ments with the Indians, I shall entertain no fears of a difficulty with the Y a~
kamas.
I am gratified to notice a growing interest among the Indians of my charge
to engage in agricultural pursuits. 'l'he longer I live among the Indians, the
more :firmly am I impressed with the opinion, that unless we can induce them
to give up their ram~ling habits, choose a fixed habitation, and become tillers
of the ground, but little can be done to elevate them, or confer upon them any
,permanent or lasting good. I have as:-.listed the Indians as far as I could to
settle upon and cultivate the soil. During the past year, I have erected fourteen
houses for t"lem. I have been disposed to help those who were willing to help
.themselves. The Indians, for whom the houses were built, cut the saw-logs
.and hauled them to the mill, without expense to the government, except for their
subsistence while engaged at the work: The work of building the houses was
.done by the treaty employes and two transient employes who were employed
for a brief period. The dimensions were from sixteen to twenty feet square.
Brick :fireplaces were built in all of them. r.I.'he value of the labor and material
upon these houses was about two hundred dollars.
In the first lot of annuity goods received here, in the year 1861, some of
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the articles were of no value to the Indians ; others were of inferior quality;
while the quantity of some of the articles was too large, and out of prop9rtion.
In view of these facts I would earnestly recommend that, in the selection ef
annuity goods for distribution among the Indians, regard should be had for
the wishes of the Indians, as expressed through their agent, and that great care
should be taken, in the selection of goods for the Indians, that the lcind, quality,
and quantity of the articles may be such as is most needed, and from which
they may derive the gTeatest benefit.
I am pleased to note the fact that during your superintendency I have received funds promptly for the pay of treaty employes, and for other purposes.
In my last annual report, I called your attention to the many outstanding claims
against this agency, held by Indians and others. The claimants have waited
long and patiently for their pay, and I trust you will use your best endeavors
to secure the payment of their accounts.
From the accompanying report of the superintendent of farming, it will appear
that the Indians connected with this agency have about four hundred acres of land
under cultivation. 'l'he land cultivated by the Indians is adjacent to the streams,
and is of good quality.
'l'heir fields vary in size from five to twenty-five acres. The scarcity of fencing
material throughout the farming portions of their land, subjects them to serious
inconvenience. '}_'" his difficulty has been overcome by some of the energetic
ones, who have cut and hauled to the mill logs making nearly 100,000 feet of
lumber, which has been used by them in erecting houses and fences . At the
agency farm, there is of wheat, thirty acres; oats, twenty-five acres; rye, three
acres; corn, eight acres; potatoes, three acres; all of which promise well.
An Indian school has been in successful operation here since its reorganization
in October last. 'l'hirty-five scholars was the highest number in attendance at
any one time; the average attendance has been about twenty-eight-nine girls,
and nineteen boys. One-half of the scholars are from fourteen to eighteen years
of age; they are orderly and well-behav.ed, are quick to learn, and have advanced rapidly in reading, writing·, and arithmetic. In the industrial department, the field, and the workshop, they ~re disposed to be industrious, and
learn very rapidly. The scholars are plainly clad from the annuity goods.
Their fare is simple, no coffee, tea, or sugar being u~eJ. in the boarding-house.
During the winter months the largest scholars were instructed in the workshops,
in maldng bridles, harness, &c. It is the purpose of the superintendent of
teaching to take the hides which accumuln.te here from animals slaughtered, and
have them tanned by the schoolboys. Vats have been constructed, and bark
obtained for tanning. It is the intention, after the hides are tanned, to work up
the leather into shoes for the school children, and harness for the Indians.
These schools should be, I am aware, as far as possible, self-sustaining. For
the accomplishment ofthis object, the energetic superintendent of teaching is
laboring hard. He has, with the schoolboys, within a brief period, enclosed
seventy-five acres of land, and ploughed and ditched twenty acres for a school
farm. Wheat was sown, and corn, potatoes, and garden seed planted. }"'rom
present prospects, the crops will be large, and will yield all the vegetables and
.bread:stuff needed for the subsistence of the school children. The cost to the
government for the subsistence of each scholar for the next year will be about
thirty-five dollars each, the scholars furnishing their own vegetables and breadMuff. The value of the articles manufactured by the schoolboys in the indus!hial school was three hundred and sixty-three dollars. The articles made were
principally harness, which were issued to the Indians. 'l'he cost of the leather
and material used was one hundred and fifty-eight dollars. The value of the
work in the field, ploughing, ditching, grubbing, making fence, &c., was four
hundred and eighty-two dollars.
Total value of the work was eight hundred and forty-five dollars.
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The instruction given in the field, and in the shop, I look upon as important,
giving the young an idea of farming, and of making mticles useful to them upon
a farm. Altogether these schools are hopeful and promising, and I believe the
young are deriving great benefits from them.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
A. A. BANCROFT,
Indian Agent, Washington Territory.
CALVIN H. HALE, Esq.,
Superintendent of Indian Affairs, TVashington Territory.

No. 241.
YAKAMA INDIAN AGENCY, W. T., June 30, 1863.
I herewith submit, as requested by you, a brief report of the farming
operations among the Indians of this agency. There is with a large portion
of these Indians a strong and earnest desire to obtain their subsistence mainly
by the cultivation of their lands, which desire increases as they receive assistance and encouragement.
1.'here is under cultivation probably four or five hundred acres of land, two
hundred acres of which is new ground, having been broken this season. Their
fields vary in size from five to twenty-five acres, which they cultivate as best
they can. They are furnished light sub-soil plougl1s, which they use some with
their own horses ; others are furnished oxen from the agency. Their land is of
a good quality, being composed of rich black soil, adjacent to the streams, being well adapted to the growth of wheat, rye, oats, peas, and potatoes. As
yet there has been but little done among them in the way of raising wheat, as
they have been unable to procure the seed. There are many of them, however, that have small fields of wheat which promise well. The scarcity of
fencing material throughout the farming portions of their lands subjects them
to serious inconvenience in the way of fencing, as they are, within themselves,
unable to fence sufficient to protect their crops from cattle, horses, &c. There
is with some of them a strong determination to overcome this difficulty, as some
of the more energetic ones have, during the past year, (being furnish ed teams
and log wagons,) cut and hauled to the mill logs making nearly 100,000 feet
of lumber, which has been m:\ed for and by them in erecting dwelling-houses,
out-houses, and fences.
Many of them cut wild grass for hay sufficient to keep their horses and stock
through the winter. At the agency farm, last season, the products were comparatively light, there being no wheat sown, and the corn was mostly destroyed
by blackbirds, which are very troublesome. There were about five hundred
bushels of oats secured, three hundred of potatoes, and a fair supply of other
vegetables. .E'orty tons of hay ·were also put up. 1.'he prospects at the farm,
the present season, are more flattering, there being of wheat thirty acres, of
oats twenty-five acres, rye three acres, corn eight acres, potatoes three acres;
.all of which promise well. There have been during the past year some thirty
.t housand feet of logs (exclusive of what the Indians have done) furnished at
the mill, which having been sawed, a portion of it has been delivered at the
;shops for shop use. The balance was delivered at the agency and farm for
necessary purposes.
The increase of stock of horses, cattle, and sheep has been usually fair, as
previous reports will show.
Very respectfully yours,
H. C. THOMPSON,
Superintendent rif Farming, Yakama .Agency, W. T.
A. A. BANCROFT, Esq.,
Un-ited States Ind-ian Agent, Yakama .Agency, W. T.

SIR :
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ADDENDA TO APPENDIX.
P A.PERS RECEIVED TOO LATE FOR CLASSIFICATION.
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No. 1. Report of Elijah Steele, superintending agent for the northern dis·
trict of California, with exhibits accompanying the same, numbered from one
to twelve inclusive.
No. 2. Report of James W. Nye, governor and ex-officio superintendent of
Indian affairs of Nevada.
No. 3. Report of James D. Doty, superintendent of Indian affairs for Utah.
No. 4. Communication from John Evans, governor and ex-officio superintendent of Indian affairs of Colorado, submitting statement and correspondence
relative to anticipated Indian hostilities.
No. 5. Report of Lorenzo Labadi, agent for Indians in New Mexico.
No. 6. Report of Hon. Alexander Ramsay, of :Minnesota, relative to the negotiation of a treaty with the Chippewas of Red Lake and Pembina, and council held with the Chippewas of the Mississippi.

No.1.
SAN FRANCISCO, October 31, 1863.
SIR: I have the honor to report upon the state of Indian affairs in the northern
district of California, as they appear to me upon a personal investigation just had.
Immediately after forwarding my report of 27th of September, I proceeded to
make a tour of the ref'ervation, taking with me a clerk to enable me to make a
full and careful inventory of the property on hand, and to take a census of the
Indians ort the several reservations. I proceeded first to N orne-Lacke reservation, on the western verge of the Sacramento valley, where I found a few
Indians scattered in single families, dependent upon their white neighbors and
the acorn crops for subsistence. There was no one in charge of the reservation.
The buildings are fast going to ruin, the fences gone, and the fine fruit orchard
which was on the place entirely destroyed. There bad been a man in charge,
who had put up about sixty tons of hay, as I was informed by a neighbor, but
he had been taken sick, and was removed for medical care, and not having
received any pay from my preclece8sor, he had removed and sold the hay. '!'here
was nothing I could find that I could receipt for, but I am advised by a gentleman residing near there that there are quite a number of fat cattle belonging to
the reservation running upon the plains, which I have employed him to look up
and take charge of, his pay to depend upon his success in finding.
On Monday, the !5th ofOctober, I started over the mountain for Nome-Cult
(Round Valley) reservation. I found the mountains very high and precipitous,
and the trail a very hard one to travel. The evening of the 6th instant I
arrived at Round Valley headquarters, and found everything in a state of confusion.
On passing over the trail, I passed over sixty sick Indians and squaws at the
different watering places, who had been left at the "Mountain House" by Captain
Starr, on his passage with the Indians from Butte county to the reservation. I
examined their condition; found Mr. Eddy, who had been appointed by Mr.
Hanson as special agent with them, attending~as well as he could to their wants.
'l'hey had about three clays' stock of provisions yet on hand. Upon interrogating
him as to the cause of keeping Indians in as reduced a condition as many of
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them were, moving daily on the trail, I was informed that Mr. James Short, under
orders from Captain Douglas, of l•'ort Wright, had charge of their passage, and
the orders were to move all in as fast as possible.
I inquired for Mr. Short, and was informed he was ahead on the trail. Soon
after meeting with him I learned that the mules had strayed off the night before
from the camp-ground, and that he had, with the Indian packers, just recovered
all but two, which he termed the Henley mules, which he presumed had returned to the ranch, and that he would be in the next day for a supply of provisions. 'rhe next evening he came in with a part of the mules, and I ordered
the necessary supplies to be prepared for him for the following morning, which
was done, but he did not call for them. I inquired if he had found the Henley
mules, and was answered in the nagative, but said, as they had strayed from
their grazing ground, he presumed they would find their way into the valley.
That night they came in, each with a sick squaw lashed upon its back, and
the squaws almost in a dying condition. How long t"key had been lashed on I
could only learn from an Indian boy who was helping Mr. Short with the train,
and he said "two days and two nights;'' that the mules got into the brush when
they were unpacking them, and they did not see them or miss them until next
morning. One of the squaws, I was informed, died_soon after coming in.
Upon meeting with Doctor Melendy, supervisor of Round Valley reservation. he
made a report to me, a copy of which is herewith enclosed, marked 1, with the
accompanying documents, marked 2 and 3. This led to the correspondence with
Captain Douglas, of Fort Wright, herewith transmitted, marked 4, 5, 6, and 7,
to all of which I call special attention.
I remained at Round Valley eight days, during which time I made a careful
examination of the affairs of the reservation, the situation and number of the
IHdians subject to its discipline, and the state and character of the country and
inhabitants immediately contiguous thereto.
The reservation I found in a very dilapidated condition; the buildings constructed of logs, with oak shakes for roofing, very illy arranged, incommodious
and uncomfortable, and fast falling to decay. A portion of the fencing was likewise rotted down, and has to be renewed this winter. This is being done by
aid of one white man and a squad of Indians. As to the personal property on
the reservation, and its quality and situation, I refer to copy of my receipt to Mr.
Hanson, herewith transmitted, marked 8.
The Indians were very poorly clothed-in fact, many of them with nothing
but a breech-clout, but a small amount of clothing or blankets having been
distributed to them of the supplies forwarded to Mr. Hanson this summer, and
none coming to my possession. I found a small amount of the goods in the
possession of Supervisor Melendy, which he informed me had been returned as
issued by Mr. Hanson, but were in fact held by his (Mr. Hanson's) order, for
distribution to the Butte county Indians when they should arrive. As those
Indians all came in before my leaving, I ordered Supervisor Melendy to immediately distribute the blankets among the sick, and what clothing there was
to the naked; but as it had been returned 1'ssued, it could not again go into the
account of issues. 'l'he supply was quite inadequate to their extreme necessities.
I l1eld a talk with the Indians; told them I could make them no promises,
other than, that if they were industrious, obedient, and peaceful, they should be
protected, and what was raised on the reservation should be devoted to their
support. I told them also that there was a short supply of provisions this year
for so many, and that as there was a very large crop of acorns on the surrounding hills-their native food-I desired them to be industrious and lay in
and cure a large supply, enough not only for this season, but for the next also,
to provide for the contingency of a failing crop.
They asked for presents, but I told them I had none to give; but their Great
Father at
ashington was anxious they should become like his white people,
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and learn to make, earn, and buy all those things for themselves. 'I'hat whenever he sent anything to give them as a token of his friendship, and in reward
for their good behavior, I would come and deliver it myself, and see that none ·
received presents that were not worthy. The younger ones then asked if they
could not have, each, a little lot for his and his wife's use, so that he could
raise peaches, apples, grapes, and melons, and have all he raised.
I told them I would state their wish to the government and recommend that
portions of the reservations be so divided off and a small adobe built upon it,
but that each must fence his own lot and help build his own house, aud if the
government should approve it, I would make the divisions. The older ones
said they did not want to live that way; but this class will soon die out, and
by proper incentives all the young ones can be advanced considerably in civilization. My estimate and recommendations are made the subject of a separate
report.
Before leaving Round valley I had the pleasure ' of seeing most of the sick
Indians convalescent, and the well ones working with cheerfulness and alacrity
in gathering acorns for winter's supply. rreinstated Doctor Melendy in his supervisorship, and required him without extra compensation to do the duties of
physician and surgeon. This extra duty requires of him much aid from his
wife, who is an intelligent and educated lady, and I assigned them household
servants from the Indians, to aid her in the house, and recommend that rations
be allowed according to army regulations for household purposes. In this connexion I would state that I have proposed a set of regulations for the reservation, which by separat~ report I recommend to the favorable consideration of
the department.
The number of Indians subject to the jurisdiction of this reservation, including those brought from Butte county, does not exceed twelve hundred. Whilst
in the valley I visited personally all the settlers but three or four, whom I did
not find at home, with a view of learning their disposition and the value of
their improvements. 'I'he actual settlers are a quiet, industrious, and, with a
very few exceptions, law-abiding people. 'I'here are occasional interlopers, who
visit the reserve or the valley for the purpose of kidnapping Indian children,
who are the cause of all the disturbance there. The settlers are all desirous of
selling their improvements and leaving the valley, but many of them put high
prices on their improvements; all, I think, would sell at a low figure and leave
the valley if the department would also buy their cattle and hogs. This, with
my estimate, is a subject of a special report.
Round valley and the surrounding hills is peculiarly adapted to Indian purposes, and has within its limits arable land sufficient to support all of the Indians within my district. The climate is mild and salubrious, and the soil will
produce all kinds of grain, grasses, vegetables and fruit that may be required
t6 su Jtain the Indians. I noticed, particularly, that it was very productive in
the various kinds of cereals, such as wheat, oats, barley and corn, also the various kinds of roots, including the Carolina potatoes. That it was well adapted
to the culture of apples, pears, peaches, plums and grapes, all of which is food
well adapted to Indian sustenance, and which they are easily induced to cultivate for their own consumption and gratification.
For exportation as well as home use, to provide means to purchase clothing
for the Indians, they can raise tobacco, hops, and, I think, cotton; the two £rst
named having been fully tried and proved, the latter (cotton) will necessarily
be the subject of fmther experiment. If. a proper system is established and
maintained on this reservation, it ought, with the aid of a reserve on the coast
for fishing purposes, to be placed within two years upon a self-sustaining basis.
That Indians can be so trained as to render them a producing community, and
provident for their own accruing wants, is doubted by many; but with me I am
fully satisfied, from a long acquaintance with their character and habits, that if
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the cupidity and speculative disposition of those in whose care their welfare is
intrusted by government can be restrained and controlled, and what is justly
and rightly due the Indian awarded him, that it can be done, and that they
will themselves take pride in becoming an independent community. To accomplish this, the grounds allotted to their use should be selected for its peculiar
adaptation to their wants, and should be as far as possible removed from white
communities, so that they may not hold intercourse with any but those whose
influence shall be in the right direction.
The location, soil, and climate of Round valley is admirably adapted to this
purpose. If the government should determine to purchase the improvements
of the white settlers of the valley, and remove all white men therefrom, except
those in the service of the government, the Indian community there located
would be isolated from all white settlements, and not on any thoroughfare, orin
any line of communication, that would furnish any excuse for the pas:5age of
whites through their country. The valley is surrounded by high, rocky mountains, and the trails to and fr0m over very steep and precipitous ridges, and it
would require a large sum of money to construct any but a pack-trail through
them, and presenting no inducement to road-building enterprise. In addition,
the trail is blocked up by snow and the mountain torrents about five months
in the year.
The reservation should embrace not only Round valley, but the ranges of
mountains on either side of it,* commencing at the summit of the Coast range,
dividing the waters flowing westerly to the ocean, and those flowing to the Sacramento river and San Francisco bay, at a point to be established and distinctly
marked, where the southern dividing ridges of the east fork of the South Eel
river and said Coast range intersect at about the fourth stand-point north of the
United States survey; thence following the summit of the said dividing ridge,
lying on the south and west of the east fork of the south fork of Eel river, until
the line intersects Eel river at the confluence with the middle fork, (which runs
down on the north side of Round valley,) north and west of the valley ; then
easterly, following the main dividing ridge, lying north of the middle fork of
Eel river, to its junctior:. with the summit of the Coast range ; and thence southerly
along the summit of the Coast range to the place of beginning.
This would give a reservation of about eighteen miles north and south, by
twenty-five east and west. The object in embracing this tract of country is to
furnish to the Indians a suitable hunting-ground, and also to cover with the reservation a few little flats contiguous to Round valley, which might afford an
abiding place to mischievous white men who desire and determine to prey upon
the rights of the Indians and kidnap their children. The whole of the tract of
country embraced in the aforenamed boundaries, except Round valley, is worthless to the government for other purposes, and would never be surveyed and
plotted for sale; and if embraced in the reservation survey, can be placed under
the laws providing for the government of the Indians, and materially aid in the
working of the institution. This reservation should be established at an early
day, and before the settlers of Round valley are bought out, as some might feel
disposed to settle upon the small tracts of arable land embraced within the limits
above•named, with a view of being bought off by government.
The military company stationed at Fort Wright, under the present commander,
Captain C. D. Douglas, are of no use whatever. He has about forty men under
his command, and upon applications for aid in recovering stock stolen by the
Wyelackee Indians, (a hostile tribe lying just north of Round valley,) he replies
OThe names of these branches are not as embraced in the bill formerly introduced, but
are as given me by the settlers. I notice also different maps do not concur in the location
of the rivers; therefore the particular description of routes and bounds should be left to
a survey.
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he has no men to spare. A short time before my appointment as superintendent,
those Indians, within a very short space of time, came twice into the north end
of Round valley and drove off a large number of cattle, many of them belonging to the Indian reservation. These incursions extended to within about two
miles of l!.,ort Wright, but no movement was made from that quarter either to
repress the Indians or recover the cattle, as I am informed both by the officers
of the reservation and worthy citizens of the valley.
The situation of Fort Wright is a bad one for any practical use in restraining
Indian incursions, or as a check upon white kidnappers. It is located in a most
delightful spot, on the west side, and about midway north and south of
the valley. Any inroad by Indians upon the valley must come from the north
end, and they could pass unmolested through the settlements and the Indian
reservation quarters without even awakening the suspicions of the guardians
at the fort.
The trail from Sacramento valley and Clear Lake valley, whence come all
the kidnappers, is also the direction taken by all the Indians running away from
the reservation to their old homes-enters the valley from the east, and passing
through all of the Indian settlements of the reserve at least four miles before
arriving at Fort Wright.
In fact, in its present location, its erection and maintenance is a useless expenditure of money. A small detachment should be stationed as near the source
of the middle fork of Eel river as possible, all things considered. This
to check the wild Indians, and aid the officers of the reservation, if necessary,
in restraining the unlawful acts of white men.
On the 14th instant I left Round valley, pursuing a westerly course over high
and craggy mountains, about twenty five miles to Long valley, then down Long
valley about ten miles, and thence up and over another range of very rugged
mountains, thirty miles to the coast, coming out about one mile above vVhipple's
station, at the mouth of the Bedahto river. Here I found the buildings and
fences in a good state of repair, constructed of redwood lumber, and neatly
whitewashed. The Indians, by their own industry, under the guidance of Mr.
Whipple, I found in comfortable circumstances ; a fair crop of barley and
potatoes, though for want of means to do with, Mr. Whipple says he has not
produced half that should have been produced with the Indian labor at his
command.
He has about four hundred nt this station under good discipline. At this
point a Catholic priest (Padre Lucian) has for some time past taken up his
abode, and devoted his time to educating the Indians and teaching them proper
submission. lie has evidently made a very healthful impression upon them.
He has now left for want of means to support himself longer on that mission,
and noue being tendered him from other sources. He is represented as a very
devout and worthy man, and entirely devoted to christianizing and civilizing
the Indian races.
The situation of the personal property at this station, as also that at Bald
Hills and at headquarters, will appear in my receipt to Mr. Hanson, a copy of
which is transmitted herewith.
On the 16th instant I proceeded along the coast seven miles, thence easterly
about three miles to Bald Hill station. This station I found in charge of Mr.
Stebbins and family, employes. Their houses and out-buildings were quite
comfortable, the fences in good order, buildings mostly whitewashed, and everything looking well, except the tools and implements of husbandry. Here, as at
Mr. Whipple's, I found the same complaint of nothing to do with, and that last
spring seed was not forwarded until too late for a good crop. At this station I
fvund about fifty Indians, poorly clad; many of them sick with venerial disease.
On the 17th I proceeded to headquarte~·s, three miles, situated at the mouth
of the Noyo river At this place I found the supervisor, Judge McGrew and
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family, and the surgeon and physician for the reserve, Doctor Coxhend and
family, and about fifty Indians, poorly clad, and with no food. The buildings
here are all whitewashed and in good repair. A large amount of fencing of
the best quality (redwood) has been entirely destroyed, and at this station
nothing had been done in the way of providing for the sustenance of the Indians.
I find Judge 1\IcGrew and family very fine people, but think the judge not well
qualified for this business.
I found here also a detachment of soldiers under Captain Hull. The quarters
are named :Fort Brag·g. The relations between the military and Indian departments very amicable, and the officers at the fort high minded, pleasant gentlemen.
Captain Hull has lately been on a scouting tour up the coast, and from him
I derived valuable information relative to the location of Indian reservations
there. He informs me that after passing a short distance up the coast, above
the Beclahto or Ten-mile river station, the whole country is one succession of
broken ranges of mountains. That the country is uninhabited, save by Indians,
and not desirable for white settlements. '.rhat the whole line of the coast, for
sixty miles, is sandy and barren. 'l'hat for fishing it presents unsurpassable
advantages. That at one point in particular, called Shelter cove, all the fishing
facilities that may be Jesired for the district is presented. That the communication from thence to Round valley is through an uninhabited country, and can
only be travelled on foot or horseback, but capable of furnishing good packtrails for the necessary intercourse between the two reserves. I propose visiting
the district with him yet this fall, and will then report from personal observation.
At the mouth of the Noyo river, on the lands designated as the reservation,
I find a large saw-mill and quite a number of buildings belonging to private
citizens; an extensive lumbering business is carried on there, and the great
number of employes in that business is one great source of the prevailing disease
with the Indians.
On the south side of the N oyo is an improved farm, known as the Cully Bull
station, which, I am informed by Judge McGrew, was purchased for the government by Mr. Henley, and possession taken and held for Indian purposes by
this department, through the superintendent, Henley; that it was taken possession of, by virtue of a writ of ejectment, by the present holder, as against Mr.
Hanson, with valuable crops growing upon it. 'l'he title of the land has never
passed from the United State:S. The possessiol,l and improvements were purchased by Mr. Henley, from a squatter, seven or eight years ago.
There is also a ferry-boat at the mouth of the Noyo, whi~h, I am informed,
was constructed by the Indian department, but has been taken and is held adversely to the government. The particulars concerning these titles I had no
opportunity to examine. I should find f>Omething in my office touching the
same, but do not.
Should the country surrounding Shelton cove be as desirable for a reservation as the opinion of Captain Hull would justify one to believe, this (the Mendocino) reservation should all be sold, and the Coast Indians be removed to that
locality, as they would then be placed entirely out of the way of white intermeddling, and in a country well adapted to their use. Should it not prove, upon
inspection, to present the advantages anticipated, it would yet be best that so
much of the Mendocino reservation as lies south of a line, east and west, from the
north bank of Pudding river, at its mouth, be sold, and the headquarters of the
reservation be removed to Whipple's station, at the mouth of the Bedahto river.
This would place some eight miles of heavy sand-bars between the Indians and
their white neighbors. The Pudding river runs nearly parallel with the N oyo,
and empties itself into the ocean about two miles north of the mouth of the
Noyo, and presents as good harbor facilities as the Noyo, and both rivers present great inducements for lumbermen. There is no necessity for troops at this
station.
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After concluding my investigations here, I started on }fonday, the 19th, for
Big river, twel 're miles south. Here is a ·~·.very flourishing town, called Mendocino, supported by the lumbering interests. I found here about two hundred
Indians, under the charge of Captain Lansing, as special agent of Mr. Hanson.
Captain Lansing claims no pay for his services, and says the Indians support
themselves very well by aiding in lading schooners, and doing occasional jobs
about town. rrhe appearance of the Indians was better than those on the reservation, except at vVhipple's station.
On Tuesday, 20th, left by stage; followed the coast to Albion, another military
district, seven miles south of Big river; thence passed through heavy redwood
timber, in a southeasterly direction, to Anderson's valley, thirty-six miles, arriving about dark.
Wednesday, 21st, left Anderson's valley, continuing in about the same direction through And.erson valley and Oat valley to Cloverdale, distance about
thirty-four miles, arriving about 5 o'clock p. m. 'I'he timber to-day has been
more of a variety; much pepper wood, live oak, white oak, mountain laurel,
and some spruce and redwood. The road, thus far from Big river,)1as been up
and down high ranges of hills, requiring passengers to walk about one-sixth of
the time.
Thursday, 22d, left Cloverdale, and proceeded in a more southerly direction
through Rnssian Hiver valley, (well t~ettled,) and over a low divide between its
waters and the waters of Petaluma creek ; thence down Petaluma creek to
Petaluma, a. distance of about fifty-five miles. 'I'he country through which I have
travelled to-day is generally level plains, dotted with occasional oak openings,
very fertile, and well settled. I saw a few Indians; they were generally held by
claim of apprenticeship, as I was informed.
Friday, 23d, left Petaluma at 6 o'clock a.m.; travelled by stage three miles,
and then by boat across San Pablo and San Francisco bays to this city.
Upon arriving in this city the commanding general of the Pacific department
caused to be referred to me the several reports of Colonel Hooker, Lieutenant
Starr, and Captain Douglas, copies of which reports, with my a::.1swer tl1ereto,
are herewith forwarded for the information of the department, and marked 9,
10, 11, and 12, respectively. To my communication enclosing correspondence
with Captain Douglas I have as yet received no answer. The deplorable state
of affairs on the reservation, as witnessed by Lieutenant Starr, I am fully satisfied is not the fault of the supervisor or employes, but results from the fact that
they had nothing to do with. I hope to get the Indians through tlw winter
without suffering for food. The want of clothing will be severely felt, but I
can aid them but little in that necessity, as the supplies are beyond ruy reach
or control.
Tlte Smith's R 'iver reservation.-The complicated state of the oth er reserva·
tions has occupied my time so fully, from the day of assumption of my duties
until the present, that I have been unable as yet to visit Smith river, and examine into the state of affairs there. 1Vith that portion of the State I have
been fully conversant since July, 1852. The valley is the support of Crescent
City, a flourishing little anchorage, the outlet and inlet to southern Oregon.
The valley is quite large and well settled. 'l'he location of the reservation is
near the mouth of Smith's river, and but a short way removed from Crescent City.
rrhe valley is traversed by the main road leading from Jacksonville, Oregon,
and the interior, to the coast. Indians located here would necessarily be daily
brought in direct contact with white people, and would be of convenient access
to those whites whose influence is deleterious and mischievous. In my opinion,
a reservation could not be established and maintained at this point without
great and continued expense to the government, and would be a subject of constant irritation and turmoil with the white settlers and passengers through the
country.
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Since arriving at this city I have had claims presented me for rent of reservation lands, due last January. I notified the holders they should forward their
claims to the Commissioner at Washington, as the old liabilities of l\1r. Hanson
were not intrusted to me for liquidation, and very properly, as I have no means
in my office by which I could judge of the correctness or justness of the claims.
All of which is respectfully submitted.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
E. STEELE,
Superintending Agent Indian Affairs, N.D., California
Ron.

WM. P. DoLE,
Comm£ssioner of Indian Affairs, Washington, D. C.

[Exhibit 1.]
RouND VALLEY INDIAN RESERVATION,

September 28, 1863.
SIR: On the first of the month I received a letter from Superintendent Hanson, saying the citizens of Butte county had held a meeting and passed resolutions to exterminate all the Indians not removed from that county within thirty
days. He had left them in charge of a company of cavalry, who would take
them to the mountains, and wished me to request Captain Douglas to send an
escort to meet and bring them in, the sick in particular, aa best they could.
Special Agent Eddy would accompany them, aeting also as physician.
I called on Captain D. and made the requisition, which was peremptorily denied, the captain using the following language : "'That Mr. Hanson was an old
fool to send to him for men, when he had lately t'lld him he had not one to
spare." I then asked him if he could send an officer to take charge, if men
could be hired in the valley. He replied emphatically, "JVo ;" but soon after
Lieutenant Noyes came to me saying, "Captain D. had decided to send him."
He accordingly went for them, as commanding officer, with one soldier and a
few men of this vallE>y. Before they returned I was called to San Francisco,
by Superintendent Hanson, on official busines; left Mr. King in charge of the
reservation; was detained eleven days, and returning, found many of the sick
Indians scattered on the trail, while a part had arrived at the reserve; and, to
my surprise, learned that Captain D. had placed Mr. J. Short in charge of the
sick Indians on the reserve, and also authorized him to send all the pack animals over for the Indians, and commanded all the employes to comply with Mr.
Short's requisitions, under penalty of being immediately ejected from the reservation, and sent verbal word also that he would send them across Eel river,
and charged me with gross neglect of duty, as supervisor of this reserve and
physician, &c.; and he further said Assistant Surgeon Dean would attend to
the sick until further orders.
'l'he special agent, Eddy, left them six days before my return, and left directions and medicines, to be dealt out, with Mr. and Mrs. King and my wife, who
nursed and a tended to them faithfully; and they also kept the most intelligent
Indian, who had assisted Mr. Eddy as nurse, waiting on them, and everything
they could furnish or do for their comfort was done.
Now, I wish to know wherein I have neglected my duty; and will further
say, it was only a half hour before my return that these peremptory orders
were given by Captain D., and when I was momentarily expected.
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The first one I met was Mr. Short, and supposing he was here merely visiting the campoodas as formerly, conversation, in the note enclosed to Captain D.,
took place between us. I also send captain's reply.
I am, with great respect, your obedient servant,
WM. P. MELENDY,
Supervisor.
E. STEELE,
Superintending Agent of lnd£an Affairs, Northern ])ist., California.

[Exhibit 2.]

RouND VALLEY INDIAN RESERVE,
September 27, 1863.
DEAR Sm: I have just returned. The first one I met was Captain Short.
I asked him if he had seen Jenny 1 He said he had. I said he must leave.
He said he was put in authority by Uaptain Douglas, and should not leave.
Will you please inform me in relation to this matter, and what I am to do in
the matter. 'l'he agent will be here in a few days.
WILLIAM P. MELENDY.
Captain DoUGLAS.

_[Exhibit 3.]

FoRT WRIGHT, CALIFORNIA,
September 27, 1863.
SIR: Your communication of this date has been received; and in answer
thereto, I have the honor to inform you that James Short has been directed by
me to go on the N orne Cult Indian reservation and take care of the sick Indians
there, as well as to send a train of mules out on the trail to bring in the sick
Indians that are dying for want of care and medical treatment and from lack
of fot>d, through the gross neglect of duty of the present supervisor of the reservation.
I deem it my duty to the government to remedy this evil, and to see that the
Indians are p1:operly cared for, which I have done by authorizing Mr. Short to
take charge of the sick Indians on the reservation, as well as the Indians on
the trail en route for the reservation, that have been entirely neglected until the
arrival of Mr. Steele, superintendent.
Any employes on the reservation who do not render Mr. Short all possible
aid in carrying out the object in view will be forcibly ejected from the reservation. Assistant Surgeon Dean, sixth infantry California volunteers, will give
his professional services to the sick Indians until further instructions.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
B. S. COFFMAN,
Second Lieut. Inf'y, Caliform'a Vols., Post Adjutant.
By order ofCHARLES D. DOUGLAS,
Captain 2d Infantry Company, Commanding.
Doctor W. P. MELENDY.
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[Exhibit 4. J

HEADQUARTERS

RouND VALLEY INDIAN RESERVATION,
October 7, 1863.
SIR: Supervisor Melendy reports to me that you have exercised the authority
of placing James Short in charge .of this (N orne Uul t) reservation, with authority
over the employes and the property of the reservation.
Supervisor Melendy also reports to me your communication of the 27th ultimo,
in which you are pleased to use language to him as follows: "I deem it my
duty to the government to remedy this evil, and to see that the Indians are
properly cared for, which I have done by authorizing Mr. Short to take charge
of the Indians on the reservation, as well as the Indians on the trail en route for
the reservation, that have been entirely neglected until the arrival of Mr. Steele,
superintendent. Any employes on the reservation who do not render Mr. Short
all possible aid in carrying out the object in view will be forcibly ejected from
the reservaton."
May I ask of you, sir, what conduct on the part of Supervisor Melendy
seemed to warrant so extraordinary a proceeding on tl!e part of the commandant
at this military post; as also the authority by which you assume, either by
yourself or your agent, Mr. Short, the control of my employes on his reservation 1
I remain, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
OF

E. STEELE,
Supt'g Agent qf Indian A,ffairs,
Captain CHAS. D. DouGLAS,
2d Irifantry Company, Commanding.

Nortl~ern

District, California.

[Exhibit 5.]

FoRT WRIGHT, RouND VALLEY, CALIFoRNIA,
October 7, 18?>3
SIR : Your communication of this date has been received; and in answer to
the first part of it, I have the honor to inform you that if Mr. Melendy (supervisor of the Nome Cult reservation) reports to you that I placed Mr. James
Short in charge of the Nome Cult reservation, or any of its property, he, Mr.
Melendy, misrepresents the facts of the case, as my letter of instructions to Mr.
Short (now on file at this office) will prove to your entire satisfaction.
As to the second report Mr. Melendy has made to you, (my letter of the 27th
ultimo,) and of which you request an explanation, I have already reported to
the department commander my actions in Indian affairs on the N orne Cult reservation, and the causes that compelled me to act. I deemed it my imperative
duty to do just what I have done, and no private consideration will ever prevent
me fi·om doing that which I consider to be my duty to the general government
or to the interest of its public service.
It would be improper for me to furnish yvu with a copy of my official report
on this matter to the general commanding, and as I cannot make any different
statement to you from this report, I decline making any; but in order to enable
you to judge for yourself, I shall be happy at any time to exhibit to you, a::! on
l'ecord. in this office, all my communications to the department commander and
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others on this subject, in which you will find an ample explanation as to the
conduct of Mr. Melendy. I will give you all the information in regard to this
affair in my possession.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

C. D. DOUGLAS,
Capt. 2d Infantry California Vols., Gom'dg Round Valley.
Judge E. STEELE,
Supt'g Agent rif Indian Affairs, 1Vorthern District, California.

[Exhibit 6.]
HEADQUARTERS INDIAN RESERVATIO.:\T,

Round Valley, October 8, 1863.
SIR: Yours of yesterday was duly received. You say, in answer to my
statement of the report of Supervisor Melendy, that he misrepresents the facts
of the case; but in this I must say that I presume he drew the conclusion from
your letter referred to in my former communication, and that, from reading it,
I had arrived at the same conclusion. I am pleased to learn that the passage
of that communication 1·eferred to by me was not intended to have that effect.
I have instructed Supervisor Melendy to hold no qfficial communication with
the military authorities of this department, except in writing, and to have no
oral consultations upon business matters that may be subject to misconstruction
or misunderstanding, to the end that the official duties of each department may
work harmoniously, and the social relations of the individuals remain undisturbed.
I regret you did not consider it your duty, or that it did not accord with your
sense of propriety, to certify to me any act or acts of Supervisor Melendy which
had fallen under your observation, not consistent with the duties of his position,
or that you should decline advising me of any conduct of his worthy of a report
to the higher authorities of your department. Such a statement as would have
enabled me to make an investigation, it would seem, would not necessarily have
required a copy of your report, or any expression of opinion on your part, at
all conflicting with your duty to your department; but, as you have deemed it
proper to dec!ine the desired information in writing, I shall consider it my duty
to decline a personal examination of your official records.
In the matter of your order to the employes on this reserve, contained in
yours of 27th ultimo, I have instructed all under the employ ofthis department
to pay no heed to any orders, except those coming through the supervisor
that I may establish in charge of the reservation; and here allow me to express
a hope, that in the future you will issue no orders to my employes, they being
under my special jurisdiction, subject only to my superiors in this department.
The removal of the Indians, en route from Sacramento valley, I consider
under your special charge; for their subsistence, I have instructed supervisor
:Melendy to issue all necessary supplies, under requisition from your agents,
and with that view he has now ready for issue, beef necessary for that purpose.
I remain, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

E. STEELE,
Superintending Agent Indian Affairs,
Northern District California.
Capt. CHARLES D. DouGLAs,
2d Irifantry C. V., Commanding.
34

i
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[Exhibit 7.]
l!,ORT WRIGHT, RouND VALLEY, CALIFORNIA,

Octobe1· 9, 1863.
SIR: Your letter of October 8 is before me, and I am truly astonished that
you consider the duties of your office so Hght, and so insignificant, as to decline
any information from me that would enable you to judge correctly of the guilt
of your supervisor, Melendy, in the neglect of duty with which he stands
charged, not only by me, but by the citizens of this and the Sacramento valley ;
and allow me, in this · connexion, to tell you, sir, that although yourself and
agents thus neglect the duties with which you are charged, and receive public
money for it, _it does in no manner justify me in neglecting mine, and I assure
you that I shall not.
As to your instruction to Mr. Melendy "to hold no communication with the
military authorities of this department," other than in writing, such instruction
is entirely uncalled for, as the military authorities at this post will hold no communication, in writing or otherwise, with Mr. Melendy, or any member of his
family, on any subject whatever. As far social relations (wMck you desire
" to remm·n undisturbed") between this post and your present supervisor and
family, if any social relations exist between the parties, I am ignorant of the
fact; and, sir, did any such exist, we on our part would not for a moment
tolerate any interference in such matters on your part.
I cannot see any passage in my letter of the 27th ultimo that would in any wise
lead you to the conclusion that Mr. Short was put in charge of the N orne-Cult
Indian reservation, as that letter distinctly sets forth that 1\fr. Short was only
in charge of the sick Indians until your arrival in the valley. You are not to
understand any part of my letter of the 7th instant as in any manner justifying
you in construing any of my communications other than as they are written.
You say that you regret I did not consider it my duty to make to you a full
report of such facts, in regard to Mr. Melendy's conduct, as would enable you
to investigate the matter. Certainly I have declined making a formal report to
you, on this or any other subject, because such reports as you wisJ1 me to make
are only made to my superiors in the army; but your statement that I declined
giving you any information on the subject is either a mistake of yours, or a
wilful misrepresentation of my last letter, and I recommend to you a second
reading of it; you will find by it that I offered to render you all the information in my possession on the subject, in order to enable you to hold an investigation of Mr. Melendy's conduct, and do him justice; but you very curtly
declined using my records or information, (and why, may I ask 1 ) because you
credit any statements the said 1\felendy may please to make to you, and consequently are prevented from holding an investigation.
He well knows it would damn him in your estimation, and in that of all honorable men. As to what you may or may not consider my duty, and proper
for me to do, is of no moment to me particularly, as your opinion would under
no circumstances be asked for or taken on that point; and as Mr. Short was only
instructed to take care of the Indians (sick) until such time as you a1:rived in
this valley, he has been directed to discontinue his attendance.
You are pleased to inform me that you have instructed your employes to
take no heed to any orders, except tlwse that may come through your sup~r
visor. Such instruction was not necessary, as I have not, at any time, given
orders to any of your employes until it became an absolute public necessity
to do so, (as, for instance, in the reeent misconduct of Supervisor Melendy.)
And here let me assure you, that whenever it becomes a public necessity for
me to thus act, to preserve the dignity and subserve the interest of the gov-

REPORT OP THE SECRETARY 01:<, THE INTERIOR.

531

ernment of the United States, I shall, there and then, issue such orders as, in
my judgment, the case may require, subject only to the approval of the department commandP-r, and the oTders skall be obeyed, your orders to the contrary
notwithstanding.
It was your pleasure to open this correspondence; it is mihe now to terminate
it on this subject.
Respectfully, your obedient servant,

C. D. DOUGLAS,
Captain 2d Irifanf'ry C. V., Cornmanding, Round Valley.
E. STEELE, Esq.,
SupeTintending Agent o/ Indian Ajjai1·s,
NortkeTn District if CalifoTnia.

[Exhibit 9.]

Cop:IJ qf Teport qf Lieutenant Colonel A. E. IlookeT, 6th ir;:fantry, commanding
Camp Bidwell, October 1, 1863, r~feTred b:IJ the Department o/ tke Pacific,
October 9, 1863.
HEADQUARTERS , CAMP BIDWELL, C HICO, CALIFORNIA,

October l, 1863.
I have the honor to transmit herewith the official report of Captain Aug. W. Starr, 2d cavalry C. V., commanding escort sent by me to assist
Co LO.V E L :

sub-Indjan agent Eddy in removing a body of Indians (collected at Chico from
the adjoining country) to the Round Valley reservation, distant from this camp
a.bout one hundred miles-a part of the route over almost impassable mountains.
I deem it proper to state that the means for transportation, provided by those
in chargE' of the Indian affairs here, was entirely inadequate for the demand,
and it became necessary for Captain Starr's command to dismount and pack
their horses, over a great portion of the route, with those who were either too
old, too young, or too sick to march. 'I'he one hundred and :fifty Indians left
at the Mountain House were aU sick, except a few able-bodied Bucks, left to
tmpply the sick with water, and take care of them. rrhis body will go into the
reservation in small partie::;, and join their tribe as fast as they are able to move.
]'rom the best information that I can get, and which I consider reliable, there
is not more than sufficient subsistence, if enough, in Round valley to subsist the
Indians now there throughthe winter; and it is said to be imposs.ible to trans ,
port provisions into the valley during the rainy season, which is now approaching, and jt would be with the greatest difficulty that detachments with small
parties of Indians, without trains, could cross the mountains during that season.
'rhe Indians now remaining in this valley are all peaceable, quiet Indians,
who are owned or employed by the farmers or rancheros, on whose lands they
live, ancl would prefer to have them remain where they are than have them
removed, and will from interested motives, if from no other, feed, clothe, and
take good care of them.
As to the mountain Indians in this vicinity, their numbers and character have
been greatly exaggerated, their numbers not exceeding fifteen (15) able-bodied
Bucks, who, with their families, are much scattered, and are not disposed to be
h6stile if they are properly treated by the whites; and I consider (the reports
of alarmists and those interested in keeping up art excitement, and keeping
troops here, to the contrary notwithstanding) there is no serious trouble to be
anticipated or feared from them, even were there no troops stationed in this
vicinity.
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On making diligent inquiries, I have satisfied myself beyond a doubt that all
the alarming reports about Indian troubles in this valley, that have been put in
circulation within the last few weeks, have not the shadow of a foundation in
truth in any one instance.
In view of the above facts, as well as the fact that neither the agents of the
department of Indian affairs, nor the citizens of the valley, are making the
least effort to collect and remove the Indians, I feel it to be my duty to respectfully inform the commanding general of the department that it is my firm conviction that this command can be of no further service here, except to quiet the
imaginary fears of a few timid citizens, who anticipate more trouble from lawless
whites than from savage Indians, and I would most respectfully suggest that
the latter service could be as well performed by a detachment of twenty (20}
cavalry, during the coming winter or rainy season, as by a larger force. I
think quarters and stables could be rented in Chico for a detachment of that
number.
·
I would also beg· to inform you that the Judge Wells referred to in your letter of instructions, under date of September 12, as the special agent of the citizens of Butte county, was appointed by a meeting composed principally of disloyal citizens and sympathizers, the few Union men who participated with them
belonging to the class of alarmists, and I am credibly informed that less than a
dozen men took an active part in the proceedings, the rest, some thirty or forty,
being present more from motives of curiosity than otherwise ; the very leaders
in the move, some four or five desperate characters, having taken great pains to
circulate over the country that there would be an immense meeting or gathering
of citizens, and that about five hundred men were perfectly organized and
armed to the teeth, prepared to exterminate all the Indians in the valley, and
drive out the troops sent here to protect them, if they interfered, all of which proved
to have as little foundation in fact as all the other reports of disturbance in this
vicinity that have come to my notice.
I cannot learn that Judge vV ells, or the citizens whom he pretends to
represent, are making any preparation whatever to collect and bring in the
Indians.
I have the honor to subscribe myself, very respectfully, Colonel, your obedient servant,
A. E. HOOKER,
Lieut. Col. 6tlt lrifantry California Volunteen, Commanding.
Lieut. Colonel R. C. DRuM,
Ass't Adjutant General, Department if Pacific, San Francisco.

[Exhibit 10.]

Copy

if 1·eport if

Captain Augustus W. Starr, riferred to in foregoing.

HEADQUARTERS, CAMP BIDWELL, CALIFORNIA,
September 25, 1863.
CoLONEL-SIR : I have the honor to report the fulfilment of orders Nos. 6
and 7. Having left Chico, Butte county, California, September 4, 1863, with
fourteen citizen wagons, and four hundred and sixty-one Indians, en route to
Round Valley reservation, Mendocino county, California, having under my
command twenty-three m~n and horses of company F, 2d cavalry California
volunteers, also one government wagon with six mules, travelled ten miles to
Colby's ferry, Sacramento river, Butte county, California, and encamped; road
g·ood ; wood, water, and forage abundant.
September 5.-0rossed Sacramento river, and travelled ten miles in a westerly direction across a barren plain, destitute of water; at Stony creek found
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plenty of water, but very brackish and disagreeable; crossed Stony creek and
travelled up it five miles, and encamped at Kirkpatrick's ranch, Colusi county ;
plenty of wood, water, and forage.
September 6.-Left Kirkpatrick's ranch and travelled in a northwestern
course five miles and crossed Stony creek ; then travelled in a westerly course
seven miles to James's ranch, Tehama county and encamped, finding wood,
water, and forage abundant; water abundant on the road.
S eptember 7.-Left James's ranch, travelling a northerly course six miles to
Leneock's ranch, on Thorn's creek, Tehama county, and encamped; plenty of
wood and water; forage obtained from Mitchell's ranch, two miles below Leacock's, on Thorn's creek. At camp found Lieutenant Noyes and one man from
Fort Wright. The fourteen citizen wagons returned to Chico. Remained at
this camp four days waiting for pack train from Round valley, and drying beef
to subsist the Indians over the mountains.
September 12.-Left Leacock's ranch and travelled south of west three miles
to " Mountain House" and encamped ; no forage ; wood and water abundant ;
remained here until 14th; the pack train arrived September 13.
September 14.-Left Mountain House. leaving in camp one hundred and fifty
Indians not able to travel, leaving them four weeks' provisions; travelled seven
miles westerly up the mountains and encamped at Cedar springs; no forage;
wood and water abundant; some little grass.
Septembe?· 15.-Left Cedar springs and travelled westerly to Log springs
and encamped ; water and wood abundant ; no forage ; grass scarce ; road from
Mountain House steep, and difficult to travel with wagon.
September 16.-Left Log springs, wagon remaining in camp, and travelled
westerly ten miles to Log Cabin and encamped; wood, water, and grass abundant; some water two and one-half miles from I~og springs, south of the road,
at a cabin.
September 17.-Left Log Cabin and travelled westerly thirteen miles and encamped between south and middle forks of Eel river; first three miles was
ascending ; next ten rnHes was steep and descending ; some water about halfway down the mountain, north side of the road; wood, water, and grass at
camp.
Septemb{'r 18.-Left forks of Eel river, and travelled eight miles in a westerly cotuse to Indian reservation in Round valley, where we arrived with two
hundred and seventy-seven Indians, thirty dying en route, and two escaping·.
The sub-superintendent, Dr. Melendy, was absent. Found at the reservation
no more than sufficient food for the Indians now there to subsist them the corning winter, three thousand bushels of grain having been destroyed by fire a
short time ago.
The affairs of the reservation are in a bad condition. No one knows the
number of Indians on the reservation. They have no means of grinding their
grain. The Indians pound it in rude mortars to subsist on. Reservation buildings in a bad condition, and poorly constructed. The Indians have no houses,
but live in brush huts, and remove them often on account of accumulation of
the filth of camp.
On same day we encamped one and one-haJf mile from reservation buildings at Fort Wright, situated on the westerly part of Round valley, one hundred miles from Chico; location healthy; fGrt in good condition; men engaged
in building quarters; remained here September 19 and 20.
September 21.-Left Fort Wright for Chico, where we arrived at 12 o'clock
rn., September 24, men and horses in good condition.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
AUGUSTUS W. ST'ARR,
Captain '2d Cavalry California Volunteers, Com' dg Expedition.
Lieut. Colonel HooKER,
6th Infant'l'y California Volunteers, Camp Bidwell, Cal.
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[Exhibit 11.]

Copy qf report qf Capt. Clwrles Douglas, 2d irifantry, qf Fort Wriglzt, September 29, 1863, rife1·red to me by' department qf Pacific, October 9, 1863.
:FoRT WRIGHT, RouND VALLEY, CALIFORNIA,
Septembe'r 27, 1863.
CoLo:'iEL : I have the honor to respectfully report, for the information of the
general commanding the department, my recent actions in Indian affairs in this
valley.
1
I visited the N orne-Cult Indian~reservation this day. I found all the Indians
that were sent or brought on the reservation from Chico, about ten days ago, in
an almost dying condition, through sickness and the gross neglect of duty of
the present supervisor. I was also informed that nearly two hundred sick Indians are scattered along all the way for forty miles, and that they are dying
by tens for want of care and medical treatment, and from lack of food.
I have, therefore, deemed it my duty to send a party from here to bring in
those suffering Indians to the reservation. I have intrusted this duty to James
Short, (citizen,) and he is instructed to procure all the mules on the reserve, and
from this post, and take out sufficient provisions from the reservation to enable
the Indians to come in.
The post surgeon (Dr. Dean, Gth infantry company) is inst!ucted to send out
his hospital steward with medicines for the sick Indians, and Dr. Dean is
now doing all that can be done for the sick on the reservation.
I have Mr. Short in charge of the sick Indians for the following reasons :
He has been supervisor of Indian affairs in this valley before, and consequently
the Indians know him, and I find that they have more confidence in him than
they have in any other men here; secondly, he has now with him recommendations from the President of the United States and the Secretary of the Interior, to
Mr. Steele, superintendent of Indian affairs, to re-appoint Mr. Short supervisor
of the Nome-Cult reservation; thirdly, there was not an employe on the reservation competent to discharge the duties properly. ·
I have in all this actually taken on myself the duty of the present supervisor, as he neglected most grossly his duties and the interest of the government and of the Indians, in leaving the reservation the very day a portion of
the Indians came in, and remained absent up to date on his own private business ; and this, too, at a time that his services were most needed in his department, leaving no competent man in his place, putting his wife in charge of the
reservation as supervisor. 'rhe consequence is that the Indians have been
shamefully neglected, and are the sufferers. The supervisor passed several
hundred of these suffering Indians, both going and returning (on his recent trip
to San Francisco) on the trail, and I am well informed that he took no notice of
them whatever, to relieve their sufferings, or ever made any sl?ggestions that
might be to their adYantage.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
C. D. DOUGLAS,
Captain 2d Infantry, Commanding Post
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[Exhibit 12.]
OFFICE OF INDIAN AFFAIRS, NORTHERN DISTRICT CALIFORNIA,

San Ft·ancisco, October 25, 1863.
SIR : I have the honor, upon my return to this city of this date, to be in
receipt of references of 9th ultimo of report of Lieut0nant Colonel Hooker,
covering that of Captain Starr, as also the report of Captain Douglas, ·of Fort
Wright.
The report of Captain~ Starr, upon the state of reserve of Round valley, is
very correct, as presented to me on entering upon the d.uties of my office the ·last
of September ultimo.
By my predecessor I was informally advised that he had caused the Indians
referred to to be removed to Round valley, by an arrangement with the citizens
of Butte county, and the aid of the military department of the Pacific. But
upon passing over the trail, on 6th ultimo, I found many of them left at watering
places, sick, and unable to proceed, except by short stages, and aid of wagon and
mule conveyance. · 'They were under the charge of Special Agent Eddy, appointed by Mr. Hanson, who was doing all for them that a kind and energetic
man could.
I met Captain t;hort on the way out, and was informed by him that the provisions were getting short, and that he would be in the next day for a supply,
which I ordered issued to him; but they were not called for. At that time the
Indians had an abun.dance offood; but some were dying, either from uncontrollable
disease, contracted before leaving Butte county, or fatigue incident to the journey. The great error was in endeavoring to convey them beyond Nome-Lacke
reservation in their then sickly state: this, I consider, was an error in judgment in Mr. Hanson.
As to Doctor Melendy, the supervisor, I officially know he was called to San
Francir~co officially, at the time referred to by Captain Douglas ; and that other
than that, his duties are confined to the reservation. He is retained by me as
supervisor of that reservation, he having but lately been appointed to that ·
station, and the state of the reserve not being chargeable to him, and the Indians
there are receiving his unremitting attention.
Herewith you will please find copies of communication between myself and
Captain Douglas, upon this subject, to which I beg leave to call the especial
attention of commanding general. From the fact of my transition from place to
place, in examination of the reservations, rendering uncertain my address for a
short time, I instructed Mr. Eddy, upon the completion of his duties as special
agent, to withhold his report until he should hear from me. Consequently I am
not fully advised of the exact number of deaths that occurred, but believe but
three or four died after Captain Starr's return.
I am also in receipt of your reference of 23d ~ ant, in matter of the sale of
the squaw. The La Lakes, or Klamath tribe of Indians, are nearly equally
divided by the boundary between California and Oregon, and jurisdiction has
informally been assumed by the Oregon superintendent. I have heretofore, in
my report of 27th ultimo, called the attention of the Indian bureau to this subject, and will again mention it for their consideration. 'l'his is not the only case
of such sales in Oregon; but inasmuch as all of my predecessors have left the
control of this tribe to the Oregon division, and so treated by the department at
Washington, I deem it improper for me to act until further ad vices from that
source.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
E. STEELE,.
Superintend,i ng Agent, Nortlwrn District California.
Lieut. Colonel R. C. DRUM,
Assistant Adjutant General, Department qf Pacifir;.
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EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT,

Carson City, Nevada Territory, October 27, 1863.
SIR: Since my return to the Territory (which was toward the close of the
month of July last) I have visited all of the more distant tribes of Indians in
the Territory, and have the satisfa.ction of reporting all the tribes quiet, peaceful, and orderly. The Shoshonees are situated on the eastern border of the
Tenitory, and, with the exception of two visits from this agency, have never
received much attentiou from the government. The reason, I suppose, is,
that it has been a matter of doubt in whose jurisdiction they were located. In
consultation with his excellency Governor Doty, we concluded that the eastern
boundary of our 'rerritory runs through a valley about fifty miles east of Ruby
valley, and nearly four hundred miles east of Carson city. The Shoshonees are
divided into several bands, three of which are under the jurisdiction of this su·
perintendency. They seem to be peaceably inclined, and are a less formidable
tribe than the Pah-Utes. All of that portion in this Territory, I am informed
by the inhabitants, have always been peaceable, and many of them are laboring
for . the ranchers in the different settlements. They seem much pleased with
the treaty with them, as well as with the presents we distributed. 'l'hey fully
appreciated the kindness of the government, and promised faithfully to observe
all of its conditions, which I believe they will do if not tempted by the whites
to violate them. While a great majority of the inhabitants treat them well and
kindly, truth compels me to say some do not; on the contrary, incite them to
deeds of violence, for the double purpose of profit to themselves, by having soldiers quartered among them for the purpose of furnishing supplies, and some
for the baser purpose of weakening the government, in this hour of peril, by
diverting troops to this coast away from the scenes of strife in the east. 'l'his
will soon be done with. The constant and rapid discoveries of new mining
regions is fast peopling all of that portion of our country where the Indians are
located and roam, carrying with them always a large preponderance of those
who require and demand peace in such unmistakable terms as to compel evil
disposed persons (such as above described) to respect their wishes. The new
and very rich discoveries at Reese river, two hundred and twenty miles east of
thiR place, are attracting much of public attention, and have already drawn a population there of more than three thousand people as permanent settlers, and will,
before the close of another year, insure a permanent population of ten thousand.
This large settlement, in the centre of the Territory, with rich interests to protect, will tend largely to insure peace with the surrounding tribes of Indians.
Not only at Reese river have these mineral discoveries b~en made, but at many
intermediate points, so that now, short distances intervene between settlements
from the western to the eastern portion. of the Territory. The change in three
years has been wonderful, even magical. Upon inquiry, I found in Ruby valley a reservation of six miles square for the Shoshonees, quite productive, and
capable, if impoved, of going far towards supporting that portion of the tribe
located about it. Its natural product is grass, and hay is now worth from
seventy-five to one hundred dollars per ton in that vicinity. r_rhe last person
who had charge of it, as a real or pretended agent, was a Mr. Rogers ; he had
abandoned it, or rather rented it to two persons, who pretend to hold poEsession under him. I informed them they must leave it, whjch they reluctantly
consented to do. In order to keep possession of it and insure quiet, I appointed
a local agent, Henry Butterfield, and put him in po:3session of the reservation,
with instructions to hold it. The distance is so great from this where the agent
resides, as to render it absolutely necessary to have some one constantly there.
Before doing so, I consulted his excellency Governor Doty, my fellow commis-
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sioner in the making of the treaty, and he advised to that course. 'rhe condition of the Pah-Ute tribe is most flattering, and I anticipate after next year that
they will be Relf-sustaining. r:rhey have two reservations-one on the 'rruckee
river and one on the Walker river, about fifty miles distant from each other;
two of the most productive portions of the Territory, and so extensive that the
rapid influx of population will soon demand a surrender of one of them as an
absolute necessity. In view of this probable result, the agent, Mr. Lockhart, and
myself have turned our attention to the cultivation and improvement, first, of
the 'l,ruckee river reservation, as embracing more advantages for successful cultition than the other, deeming it prudent to :first demonstrate, if possible, the fact
that the one reservation, if properly managed, is capable of sustaining all the
tribe, and if found sufficient for that purpose, releasing to the whites the \V alker
river reservation, thereby lessening the expenses of the government in the way
of the number of employes, &c. When in Washington, last winter, I had several conversations with his honor the Secretary of the Interior in regard to the
cultivation of the Truckee reservation. I tried to explain the reasons why the
experiment (if such it may be called) should be made there: First, it is necessary to fence such portions as we cultivate; next, if we would make the Indians contented, we must make them comfortable, by providing some shelter
for them in the way of cheap houses ; third, if they produce, some provision
must be made to secure and save the crops thus produced. 'l,he local agent
and teachers must have a comfortable home, anc1 the children m,1st have a
comfortable school-house. To do all this will require a large amount of lumber,
which is difficult to obtain and very costly. To obviate these difficulties, and
make the experiment a success, I proposed to the Secretary of the Interior to
build a saw-mill at the upper end of the reservation and run the logs and timber
down the Truckee river from the Sierra Nevada mountions to the mill, a distance
of about sixty miles-the only timber accessible to the reservation being on
the mountains. In this way we shall be able carry out the wishes of the department, and answer the imperative necessities of the reservation and Indians
thereon. I entertain no doubt that this can be done, and all necessary teams
and implements of husbandry be furnished for the appropriation made last winter, except the expense of mechanical labor in putting up the buildings, aside
from the mill next spring. The Secretary of the Interior acquiesced in my
suggestion, and the mill is now under contract to be built, and the logs will be
run by spring, so that all the improvements contemplated by the department
can be completed next season. I repeat here my conviction, that when the improvements are made as intended, that the Pah-Utes will require no more aid
fl'om the government except for agents to superintend them. The absence of
the agent and myself from the Territory until the season for gathering hay was
pretty mnch over prevented our cutting much hay this seas<;m for market. How
much exactly has been cut I am unable to say, for the reason the agent has not
reported and is now absent on the reservation; still, I think, there has nothing
been lost in not doing so. There is a large demand by stock owners for winter ranching, and we have concluded to ranch stock at a given price per head
through the winter, which, I think, will yield as much net as the hay would
have done. Mr. Lockhart is now absent completing the arrangements. The
goods purchased by the department for distribution among the Pah-Utes and
Washoe tribes arrived in good order and will be ample for both. Both tribes
are better prepared for winter than ever before, and we concluded it was better
not to distribute their clothing until cold weather, when they most need it.
They arc so proverbially improvident it would have been worn out or disposed
of by them before winter. All of the Indians of this jurisdiction are well provided with provisions for the winter. There has been an abundant yield of
pine nuts, and they have gathered large quantities, likewise, of grass seed; also,
the season has been propitious for the taking of fish, which they have dried in
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abundance; no expense, therefore, will he incuned for feeding them this winter.
The appropriation made will cover all the expenses for the present year, and
may be some less for the next with propriety. vVe labor under a very serious
embarrassment in expenditures as it regards the currency in which we receive
our appropriations and necessarily have to pay out. It does not amount, in
fact, to three-fourths of its nominal value; everything we get done we have to
pay for at a gold standard; therefore, for every dollar we pay out it costs us at
least a dollar and a quarter. We are troubled with our employes; their salaries
are limited to fifty dollars a month, and they refuse to remain in the employ of
the department unless it is made fifty dollars in gold. ·It occasions a great
deal of trouble, and results in the employment of inferior qualifications; we
have done the best we could with these embarrassments, hoping ever the condition of our currency would improve. There is a strong prejudice against the
use and circulation of our national currency in this gold and silver producing
country ; they have so long been in the habit of using nothing but the precious
metals it is almost impossible to use anything else. 'rhis prejudice has to be
controlled by the little handfull of officials that receive nothing but paper for
salaries and expenditures, but we have failed in the effort to make it par. It is
now worth sixty-eight cents on the dollar, and no more, and this in our prominent and iml_)ortant towns; when we get away into the interior we can only
pass them at sixty cents. I mention this fact to apprise the department fully
of our condition, and to show them why it is that prices for articles purchased
here and expenses necessarily paid may seem exorbitant. In this respect this
Territory stands alone, except it may be \Vashington and Idaho. In Utah the
currency is par, and all of the more eastern 'rerritories. We are so internally connected with California that she rules and controls all matters pertaining to the
value of our currency, except that it is always about two per cent. more discount in the Territory than in San Francisco.
This report would have been sent, in accordance with the instructions of the
department, earlier if it had not been for my absence in the States, and for
my long absence east among the Shoshonees, in making the treaty already
submitted, occupying a full month's time; and since my return I have been
collecting the facts of the other tribes, so as to make a report upon known facts,
and make it intelligibly and understandingly.
His excellency Governor Doty and myself will make a joint report of our
doings as commissioners to make treaties, &c.
I am well satisfied that no danger exists from Indian difficulties on the line
of telegraph or the overland mail hereafter between the Sierra Nevada mountains and Great Salt Lake city, or east of that point, so long as the now faithful and experienced superintendent of Indian affairs has charge of the tribes in
Utah, and our own are so peacefully inclined. I congratulate the country upon
the success of the peaceful policy adopted for our tribes in this rrerritory, and
for the effort, which will be crowned with complete success, of teaching these
children of the forest that they need not roam over the vast plains and snowclad mountains to obtain subsistence, but by far less labor and toil can obtain it at
home in greater abundance from the soil they have heretofore regarded as useless. It will open up to them a new existence, and will make them not only a
peaceful but useful class of inhabitants ; the younger ones will be educated in
all the useful branches of common education and ordinary agriculture, and transform them from savages to men and women ·adapted to all the employments
necessary to self-subsistence. While I remain as superintendent I shall devote
my best energies to aid the department in this great humanizing undertaking,
and when it is accomplished, as it will be, notwithstanding the heretofore failures, it will stand forth as one of the proudest achievements of the department,
and will be looked at with wonder by other nations and corning generations ;
that a nation, while struggling for its existence against a mighty rebellion, with
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one hand red with reluctantly shed blood, stretches out the other with kindness
over the long-neglected savage for his redemption. It cannot fail to be a source
of great personal satisfaction to those who have an agency iu this great work.
All of which is most respectfully submitted.

JAMES W. NYE,

Governor and Ex-rdficio Superintendent if Indian
Affairs for tl~e Ten·itm·y if Ne·vada.
Hon. WM. P. DoLE,
Commissioner qf Indian Affairs.

No.3.
SuPERINTENDENCY OF

Uta!~

I::\1DIAN

AFFAIRS,

Territory, Great Salt Lake c~~ty, October 24, 1863.
Sm: In compliance with the regulations of the Indian department, I have
the honor to present the following annual report for the year 1863. Its earlier
transmission was 'impracticable, having· been engaged in the performance of my
duties as commissioner to treat with the Shoshonees until this date.
( I beg leave to refer to the annual estimate for this superintendency which was
submitted last year as proper for the coming year, and also to respectfully recommend that the goods for presents, farming implements, &c., be purchased in New
York and shipped as early as practicable in the spring, as it is difficult to obtain
them in this city, and only at extravagant prices.
Several of the Utah bands are both willing and desirous to become settled, as
herdsmen or husbandmen, on the Uinta reservation. It is now unoccupied, except for hunting during the winter. It would be advantageous to the government to comply with their wishes, and it is again suggested that tl'f~aties be made
with them for their removal and. location there. They would then be withdrawn
from the present routes of travel though this Territory, and peace insured hereafter with a people strongly inclined to agricultural pursuits, but who have,
from unknown causes, at several times this season, attacked the stages and killed
the drivers.
Their friendship cannot be relied upon whilst they are in the immediate vicinity of the white settlements; and for this as well other reaso11s it is believed
that all expenditures upon thP. farm at Spanish Fork are a waste of public money;
that the farm ought to be abandoned, and the agency removed to Uinta valley,
where all improvements made would have a permanent value. 'I'he inhabitants
at Spanish Fork, as also h1 other quarters, for their own security against depredations, seek to maintain friendly relations with the Indians, as in previous years
the government has not been able to give them adequate protection.
During the year 1862 and the winter months of this year many of the Indians in
this superintendency manifested decided evidences of hostility toward the whites.
The numerous murders and depredations upon property which they committed,
as also their language, indicated a determination to stop all travel upon the
overland routes and upon the roads leading to the gold mines in Idaho Territory. It became unsafe even for the Mormon settlers to go into the canyons
for wood ; and the Bannack prophet said the Indians would combine and drive
the white men from the country. This was his advice to the Shoshonee bands.
The battle with the Shoshonees on the bank of Bear river in J :muary, and the
subsequent engagements with the Utahs on Spanish Fork, and with the Goaships
in their country, effectually checked them, and severely and justly punished
them for the wanton acts of cruelty which they had committed. 'l'he fight on
Bear river was the severest and most bloody of any which has ever occurred

540

REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OP THE INTERIOR.

with the Indians west of the Mississippi. One band (that of Sanpitz) was almost exterminated. It struck terror into the hearts of the savages hundreds of
miles away from the battle-field.
As soon as it was ascertained that any of the bands were inclined to peace
they were met by General Connor ann myself at places selected in their own
country, and treaties of peace and friendship entered int? with them-a service
which, in some instances, was regarded as both difficult and hazardous. rrhese
negotiations have been communicated to the department from time to time as they
occurred, as also other treaties formed by Governor Nye, Agent Mann, and myself, with the eastern and western bands of Shoshonees. These treaties could
not have been made without the aid of the appropriations made by Congress for
this superintendency, which have been wholly applied to the great object of restoring peace; and also to the presence of the military, who have rendered
distinguished and lasting service to the government in subduing the Indians
throughout this Territory.
It appears now as though peace was again permanently established with all
of the tribes in this country, and that no danger from them is to be apprehended
by emigrants moving in trains or singly, nor of an interruption in future to the
ovm-land stage or telegraph lines. They now acknowledge the Americans arc
the masters of this country. But peace can only be secured by regular, liberal,
but just appropriations, and by the continuance of a strong military force upon
the main routes of tra-vel through this city, and especially on the routes north of it.
It was only by the judicious application of the appropriations made by Congress at its last session for the Indians in U tab that this department has been
so successful in restoring peace, not only throughout this r:l'erritory, but in the
southern part of Idaho also. It is believed that Congress will not. be called
upon for like appropriations again if the treaties are ratified and the goods required
for the annuities arc purchased and forwarded from the Missouri river early in the
spring. It must be observed that it will take about three months' time to transport them to the places where they are to be uistributed. If this is done, this
country can be prospected for its minerals, and the northern gold mines worked
with safety and increased advantages.
Very respectfully, your most obedient ii;lervant,
JAMES DUANE DOTY,
Acting Superintendent.
l-Ion. WILLIAi\I P. DoLE,
Commissioner qf Indian Ajj'airs.

No.4.
CoLORADo SuPERINTENDE~cv OF INDIAN AFFAIRS,

Den·ver, November 19, 1863.
I have the honor to enclose a copy of two letters which I have just received, reporting depredations by a band of Arapahoe Indians, and also reporting that the Indians of the plains have formed a league for the purpoRe of hostilities as soon as they can procure sufficient ammunition. I also enclose a copy
of a letter addressed from this office to Major S. G. Colley on the subject of the
distribution of arms and ammunition to the Indians. I also enclose a copy of a
requisition issued from this office to the commander of this military district.
Yon will observe that I did not deem it prudent at this time to make any
arrests, as suggested in my letter of the 4th instant.
I also enclose copies of letters from John Smith, United States Indian interpreter, addressed to Major S. G. Colley, United States Indian agent for the
Upper Arkansas, and letter from Major Colley accompany the same.
SIR:
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The report from Major Loree, of which I had th~ honor to send you a copy
on the 4th instant. with the reports of hostile intentions since received, seem so
clearly to forbode difficulties that I regard it of the utmost importance that our
defences be not further weakened. As I fear they may be without a knowledge
of the state of affairs here, I hope you will advise the War Department of these
dangers, that we may not be left defenceless against such a formidable array of
Indian hostilities.
I have to-day met Roman Nose and two or three of his minor chiefs, of the
Arapahoe tribe, who profess friendship themselves, but say that there is a hos- .
tility and a disposition to go to war on the part of the Cheyennes, Sioux, and
Kiowas. He promised to remain friendly and true to the whites, but declined
to enter into the treaty we had designed for them, under instructions from the
department, until he could get his whole band together. I shall meet them
again to-morrow, if possible, and I hope their other chiefs may be brought in' by
the scouts sent out this a.m., so that we can have a full council and a good understanding. But Roman Nose does not seem much disposed to go to the
Arkansas, and I fear a failure. Besides, it is the opinion of John Smith, who
interpreted for me, and .Major Colley, who was present, that he is in league with
the parties preparing for war. I will report the result of my interview, if one is
obtained to-morrow.
I have the honor to be, respectfU:lly, your obedient servant,
JOHN EVANS,
Gov Colorado Te1-ritory, and Ex-rifftcio Sup't o/ Indian Affairs.

Ron.

WILLIAM P. DoLE,
Commissioner qf Indian Affairs.

CoLORADO SuPERIN'l''ENDE~cv OF INDIAN AFFAIRS,

Denver, No?)ember 7, 1863.
SIR : I have this day received information from a Mr. North, who is with a
party of Arapahoe Indians now on their way north from your agency, that the
Indians design hostilities upon the whites as soon as they can procure ammunition. He report:;: a league between the Arapahoes, Cheyennes, Sioux, and Kiowa
tribes for the purpose, and advises that no ammunition be furnished them at
present. You will, therefore, withhold all ammunition and arms from these
tribes until fuither directions on the subject.
I have sent to recover stolen horses and other property, and requested that
the ehiefs and Mr. North come to see me on the subject of our future relations
with them, in which I hope to find them more friendly than reported, and that
there is no ground to apprehend trouble.
For fear that you may get the powder and lead sent by government transportation, I forward this by military express.
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JOHN EVANS,
Governor and Superintendent of Indian Affairs.
Major S. G. CoLLEY,
Uaited States Indian Agent.

DENVER, November 9, 1863.
I herewith transmit to you a copy of a communication from JohnS. Smith,
United States Indian interpreter. The information is of such importance to the
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peace of this 'l'erritory that I think it my duty to transmit it to you, with such
other facts as I have been able to obtain.
That there has been an effort on the part of the Sioux Indians to induce the
tribes under my charge to join them in a general war against the whites I have
no doubt is true. 'To what extent they have succeeded it is impossible at present to know. I fear that the Cheyennes and a portion of the Kiowas will join
them in a war against the settlements on the Platte and Arkansas rivers.
From everything that I can learn, I think we can depend on the assistance of
.the Comanches, Apaches, and most of the Arapahoes.
Trusting that prompt measures may be taken to suppress an outbreak, if one
should take place, I remain your obedient servant,
J. G. COLLEY,
United States Indian Agent, Upper Arkansas Agency.
Ron. JOHN EvANS,
Governor and Sup't qf Indian 4flairs, Denver City, Colorado.

DENVER, Novembe1· 9, 1863.
SIR: As in duty bound, I address you this note to inform you of the state of
feeling among the Indians with whom I have been in constant communication,
as directed by you, during the entire summer and fall up to this time.
lVIy effort to obtain a deputation to the council on the Republican gave me a
good knowledge of their feelings in regard to the whites.
Vvhen I started, in pursuance of your instructions, to collect a delegation to
the council, news of the killing of a Cheyenne Indian at Fort Larned by the
guard made it necessary to hasten to that point to prevent the immediate outbreak of hostilities.
I found about 160 lodg·es of the Cheyennes and about 200 lodges of Arapahoes in the neighborhood of the fort. All of the Cheyennes were very mu~h
enraged. They had an idea that some of the Osage Indians in the service of
the United States had killed the Cheyenne through spite, as they had been at
war a long time with thein. '.rhey complained that the government took the
side of the Osage Indians against them. The Arapahoes advised them to be
quiet, and seemed to be satisfied that it was an accident, and gave their influence
for their pacification. You having accompanied me in this trip are, of course,
conversant with the facts.
Your presents to them seemed to satisfy a portion of them at the time; but I
have learned since that they still harbor very ill feelings on the subject.
The small number of the Cheyennes who came to your agency for their
presents gave as a reason why other.s did not come that the rest of the tribe
felt sore on account of the killing of the said Indian, and declared that they
wanted nothing from the whites at all; that they had liv~cl without their aid
herntofore, and could clo it again.
lVIy long acquaintance with the Indians enables me to juclg·e of their disposition, and I can safely say that there is great danger of hostilities from them.
This viev.r is strengthened by the presence on the Arkansas of a large band
of Sioux Indians, and another on the Smoky Hill, who have never been so far
south before, who are said to be offering the war-pipe to the different tribes that
frequent the Arkansas and Smoky Hill fork country. This information I have
recently received from the leading men of the Arapahoe, Kiowa, Comanche, and
Apache tribes.
Little Raven, one of the most friendly chiefs of the first-named tribe, whose
friendship cannot be doubted, told me that he was afraid to go in the vicinity of
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the Sioux and Cheyennes, as he doubts their friendship, and does not want to
be among them to share the blame of their·depredations. I have no idea when
they will commence depredations, but it may be looked for at any time. As soon
as I get further information I will report to you promptly.
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

JOHN S. SMITH,
United States Interpreter.
Major S. G. CoLLEY,
United States Indian Agent.

DENVER, November 7, 1863.
SIR : I accompanied Mr. Van Worner to the Indian village, some fourteen
miles down the Platte river, in search of horses they had stolen from me, on the
Box Elder creek, from lVIr. Van Worner's herd.
I saw there a white man by the name of North that spoke the Indian
language. He requested me to ask you to stop the issue of powder and lead to
the Indians, as the Arapahoes, Cheyennes, Sioux, anrl Kiowas had form ed a
league to go to war with the whites as soon as they could get ammunition. He
said he heard the chiefs of the different tribes say so, and saw them shake hands
on it when they parted. He said also that they stole the quartermaster's horse
at Fort Lyon before they left, and had him with them now.
SEAVER A. SPRAGUE.
JoHN EvANS,
Gov. Colorado Territory, and Sup't of Indian ~1ff'airs . •

oF THE GovERNOR oF CoLoRADo 'raRRITORY,
Denver, November 7, 1863.
SIR: Mr. J. P. Van Worner has made application for a military force to
enable him to recover horses and other property taken from his ranch by a
band of Arapahoe Indians. If consistent with the public service, you will please
detail such a force for the purpose.
I desire that they shall be directed to proceed in such careful and prudent
manner as to avoid any collisions with the Indians or causes of ill feeling that
is consistent with the performance of the duty required. .1-\lso, that they will,
if poesible, induce the chiefs of any bands that they find to come with them to
see me. Also, that they will ask one Mr. North, who is with one of the bands,
to come, as he can give me important information. Also, that the commanders
of detachments be careful to report conversations with and conduct of the Indians in full.
I have the honor to be your obedient servant,
JOHN EVANS,
Gov. Ooloradu Territory, and Sup't qf Indian . Affairs.
Colonel J. M. CmviNGTON,
Commanding DistTict if Colorado.
OFFICE

DENVER, Novembe1· 7, 1863.
SIR: A party of Ampahoe Indians, as I informed you yesterday, have stolen
my horses, robbed my men of their pr-ovisions, and killed several of my cattle
on the Box Elder creek, thirty miles east of this place. On yesterday I visited
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a village of Arapahoes camped on the Platte river, fourteen miles below Denver, in search of my property.
I found with the Indians a white man named North, who acted as interpreter
for me. The Indians owned that they had killed three of my cattle, and that
they had stolen one horse, which they produced, but I found it was not mine.
As they owned it was stolen, I brought it into the city, and will advertise it for
the owner.
They refer to other bands of their tribe yet on Box Elder or Coal creek. The
Indians setmed very indHferent, and referred me from lodge to lodge in search
of the thieves and stolen property.
I found the hide of one of my cattle in the village. Mr. North thought it
possible that my horses were with the band on Box Elder; that there are a large
number-about one hundred lodges-of them in several small bands, and it was
difficult to tell where they might be.
He further told me that the Indians had stolen the quartermaster's horse at
l!...,ort Lyon, and if the governor would send soldiers there they could get him.
Dan Waxen, an Indian who sper$s English, also told me this. Mr. North also.
told me, and reported it to Mr. Sprague, who went with me to the village, that
he wanted me to request the governor not to allow any ammunition to be issued
to the Indians, for the different tribes were going to unite and make an attack
on the whites as soon as they can get ammunition. He mentioned the names of
three tribes, but I own I now only remember the names of two, Arapahoes and
Kiowas ; Mr. Rprague may remember the other.
North passed by my ranch last summer in company with the Indians, and
told my ranch-man then that if they did not make a treaty they would go to
war with the whites.
I now ask an escort to go with me after my horses and other property in their
hands, as I cannot get them if I go alone.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
J. P. VAN WORNER.
JoHN EvANS,

Gov. Col01·ado Territory and Sup't

if

Indian A.flairs.

No.5.
FoRT SuMNER, October 10, 1863.
SIR: With sincere satisfaction I again announce to you the continued good
conduct, peacefulness and improvement of the Mescalero Apaches under my
charge at this post.
The circumstances under which my agency over these savages commenced
were of a character to raise grave doubts in my mind whether any satisfactory
or lasting peace could be effected with them, but these doubts are rapidly vanishing, and matters are assuming an appearance which give me strong hopes of
permanent success.
In the month of October, 1862, I received an order from the superintendent,
J. L. Collins, esq., to visit the Mescalero Apache country, and assemble those
Indians, with the view of making a treaty with them. While journeying on
that mission, a company of New Mexican cavalry volunteers, under the command of Captain Graydon, met one of the principal chiefs, (Manuelito,) who was
en route for Santa Fe, with a party of his warriors, for the purpose of treating
with the authorities. Captain Graydon entered into an understanding with the
Indians, and furnished them with supplies of provisions for the journey; but
subsequently, and i:p. the most treacherous manner, attacked them, killing lVIan-
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uelito and f(mr of his warriors, and one old woman. The remainder immedi.
ately fled, and, spreading the news, the Mescalcroes concealed themselves in the
most hidden recesses of their sierras. Captain Graydon pm·sued them, and
succeeded in killing four more and taking three prisoners, who were incarcerated at Fort Stanton. Captain Graydon was subsequently killed in a personal
conflict with Dr. Whitlock, who feU a sacrifice to the vengeance of Graydon's
m~n.

Despite this treacherous conduct on the part of 9aptain Graydon, some of
the Apache chiefs afterwards applied to Colonel Christopher Carson, asking
peace, and, in obedience to instructions from the superintendent and Col011el
Carson, I accompanied said chiefs to Santa Fe, where they surrendered themselves to the direction of Brigadier General Carleton and Superintendent Collins, who ordered that all Apaches seeking peace should be established at Fort
Sumner .so long as war should exist with any of :he Indian tribes of New
Mexico. Repairing to Fort Sumner, with a large number of Mescaleroes, I immediately took measures to locate them and regulate their management.
'The whole number of Mescaleroes now under my charge is four hundred and
forty-one, ( 441,) divided as follows: males over eighteen years of age, one hun·
dred and eighteen, (118;) females over eighteen, one hundred and forty-four,
( 144 ;) males under eighteen, ninety-seven, (97;) females under eighteen,
eighty-two, (82 ;) total, four hundred and forty-one, ( 441.) 1,he number of
deaths have been only three, (3,) resulting from diseases contracted previous to
their removal to this place. One was caused by chronic inflammatory rheumatism, another by chronic diarrhore, and the third from cholera infantum. The
two first were elderly women, and the last a female baby.
There have been thirty births, the majority being boys, and nearly all vigorous, healthy children. r_ren marriages have been solemnized among· them, and
the probabilities are that there will be a very material increase in this respect
during the coming year.
The difficulties I have had to contend against were of the most formidable
character, but, on the other hand, my efforts have been promptly and zealously
seconded by the military officers at Fort Sumner. During the spring I managed to open and plant about Olle hundred and fifty acres of land, but the means
at my disposal were altogether inadequate to the proper and effective cultivation of this tract. Nevertheless, beneficial results have been i·ealized in the
quantity of the produce yielded, and in the greatly increased interest felt by
the Indians in cultivating the soil.
I had but one old, second-hand plough, sufficiently heavy to break up the
new land, and, in consequence of the great quantitie.s of mesquite root, this
plough was broken, or needed some repair, almost every day. The number of
hoes and spades at first furnished was quite inadequate to the requirement, and
I was placed under obligation to the quartermaster's department at Furt Sumner for th r~ use of a few of each.
At that period the presents had not been distributed to these Indians, many
of whom were naked and miserably poor-facts which had a tendency to render
them discontented. They were wholly unaccustomed to submission or discipline of every k ind, while the free and untrammelled condition of their past
lives rendered a salutary control irksome.
.
Entirely unused to labor, they wrought to great disadvantage, and fatigued
themselves, . with apparently little profit. The re.sults of their labor were to
come; nothing could be immediately realized, and it is difficult to induce the
savage to place his reliance for compensation in the future.
E,or every particle of blacksmith, or wheelwright, or carpenter work, I w~1s
wholly dependent upon the quartermaster of Fort Sumner, and this, too, at a
time when those artisans were busily engaged in preparing for the construction
of Fort Sumner. Even the work-oxen, by means of which the ground was
35 l

546

REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF THE INTElUOR.

opened, were obtained from the quartermaster, who lent them to me for that
purpose.
The harvesting is not quite completed, but near enough to enable me to make
a very close estimate of its products, which I here append.
Of corn we shall realize about 1,500 bushels. Nearly one-half of the corn
was consumed in roasting-ears, of which the Indians have had an abundance
since the early part of July last. About 1,000 bushels of dried corn still
remain on hand among the Indians. Of beans we have gathered about twenty
fanegas, independent of the quantities consumed while green. Over two thou, sand melons-water and cauteloupe-bave been raised, and large numbers disposed of to the officers and soldiers at the fort. About a thousand pumpkins
and squashes have ah:o been raised, and there will be about fifty tons of cornstalks to be disposed of to the quartermaster at Fort Sumner, arrangements
h~ving been made for its purchase from the Indians at the rate of twenty-five
dollars ($25) a ton. It is proper to state, in this connexion, that _only about
seventy ( 70) Indians, including men and women, were cultivators of the above
products, but so much interest has been excited in them by the profitable results
of their labor, which they are now realizing, that I have no doubt all, or nearly
all, will engage in planting next year.
, As soon as the harvest shall have terminated, I will re-open and sow in
wheat the hundred and fifty acres of land I have had under cultivation; and so
soon as this is· accomplished, I shall proceed to open new lands· for com and
other products the ensuing year.
'I'o enable me fully to carry out the above intentions, I shall make applications to the superintendent for twenty-six good work-oxen, three large ploughs,
and two good wagons, all of which are imperatively needed.
'I'he good conduct of the Apaches under my charge is such that their honesty
has become proverbial. Not a single article, whether of greater or less value,
l1as been stolen by them during their residence at this post; and any article
lost by the owner, and found by them, is always returned to the proper person.
'I'his is saying much for these savages, but is by no means an exaggeration.
Presuming that the Indian department is fu1ly rudvised of the importance of
establishing an extensive Indian reserve at this place, I would respectfully suggest that suitable appropriations should be made for the agency under my
charge.
It is altogether probable that from fifteen hundred to two thousand Indians,
including Mescalero and Jicarilla and other Apaches, will have been gathered
together at this place before the termination of another year. 'I'o facilitate the
operations of these Indians, and render them self-sustaining as far as practicable, they should be supplied with the assistance' of a good blacksmith, a good
wheelwright, and a carpenter, each of whom should have a full set of serviceable
tools.
'I'he only medical aid they have here is rendered by the army surgeon at the
fort, who has, up to the present time, supplied them with attendance and medicines from the army stores. In the event of any material increase in their numbers, or in the breaking out of an epidemic, it is obvious that this dependence
cannot be relied on unaided. I would, therefore, respectfully ask that suitable
provision be made to meet these contingencies.
.
My experience as an lndian agent, and a native of New Mexico-which has
suffered cruelly for many years from Indian depredations-has convinced me
that no reliance whatever can be placed in the faith and continued good conduct
of Indians who can have access to their sierras. It would be, therefore, vain
and unprofitable to attempt the establishment of an Indian reserve at any point
from whence such access could be easily had.
'I'he Bosque Redondo is, however, far removed from all mountains, and the
nearest cannot be reached in less than two days and nights of rapid and con-
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tinuous trav-el. This, together with the excellent quality of the soil, a. neverfailing supply of water for domestic and irrigating purposes, a remarkably salubrious and temperate climate, the abundance of game, and its remoteness from
the settlements, tend to render the Bosque Redondo the very best place in the
whole Territory for an Indian reservation.
Nothing will conduce more towards establishing these savages permanently,
and contribute in a greater degree towards their civilization, than to have them
build comfortable and substantial houses. Their nomadic style of life, chang- ·
ing their camp almost every week. and wandering from place to place, is ill
calculated to instil in them an idea of and love for home. This feeling, once
aroused, can never again be wholly eradicated, and will incite them to the arts
of peace for the sake of rendering those homes more prosperous and happy.
I have to express my obligations to Superintendent Steck for the promptitude, zeal and efficiency with which he is seconding my efforts, and the deep interest he takes in the prosperity and regular working of all matters under my
immediate charge.
With deep respect, I have the honor to remain, sir, your obedient servant,
LORENZO LABADI,
United States Indian Agent.

No.6.
SAINT PAUL, MINNESOTA, Octohe1·, 1863.
Having, in compliance with your instructions, succeeded in effecting a treaty
with the Red lake and Pembina bands of Chippewa Indians, for the extinction
of their title to the large and important district of country known as the Red
• River valley, I have the honor to make the following report of the circumstances
connected therewith:
My departure from Saint Paul was postponed, by various causes, to a much
later date than I had anticipated or desired. 'rhe treaty goods forwarded by
the department did not arrive till the latter end of August, and the arrangements for an escort for the expedition, which was necessary to the safety of the
train, as well upon its route-which lay through a country liable to be infested
by hostile Sioux-as when it reached its destination, involved still further delays.
Your letter of instructions had led me to rely, for this purpose, on the cavalry
battalion of :Major Hatch, of whose experience and influence with the Indians
I should have been glad to avail myself. But the unexpected delays in the
organization and equipment of this force compelled me to apply to General
Sibley, then opportunely returning from his expedition against the Sioux, for a
detachment of the mounted troops under his command, which, with whatever
other assistance could forward the objects of the commission, was promptly and
cordially furnished by that obliging officer.
.
All arrangements having been completed, I started from Saint Paul on Sep.tember 2, taking the route via Saint Cloud to Fort Abercrombie, where we
were to receive a part of our escort and a quantity of provisions destined for
the Red Lake and Pembina Indians, and which were stored there last year when
the outbreak of the Sioux prevented their reaching their destination.
From this post our route lay along the eastern bank of the Reel river, through
the wide and rich savannas which border this remarkable stream, over a track
of our own making, till we crossed the Sand Hill river, whence we diverged to ·
the northeast, reaching the crossing of the Red Lake river on the 21st of
September.
.
This place, which by the route travelled is about four hundred miles from
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Saint Paul, was selected as the most convenient rendezvous for the contracting
parties, as it was nearly equidistant between the Red Lake and Pembina Indians, and some time before I left Saint Paul messengers had been despatched
to notify the chiefs and principal men of those Indians to meet the commissioners
at this point. Accordingly the Red Lake Indians were already encamped on the
ground, this unexpected punctuality being doubtless due to the personal supervision of my associate, Mr . .Morrill,who had accompanied them from Red Lake,
and who was now awaiting my arrival.
The Pembina Indians, however, had not yet arrived, and it was determined
to postpone the opening of negotiations till they came in, as I deemed it important, for obvious reasons of policy and convenience, to unite both communities
in one treaty, and. to avoid, if possible, the separate negotiations t.o which it was
found they were inclined.
On the next day, Tuesday,. the Pembina Indians arrived in greater numbers
than had been anticipatt?d, bringing in their train as parties to the business in
hand nearly aU. the half-breed pupulation of Pembina and Saint Joseph, whose
attendance was not expected or desired at all. I had explicitly instructed the
messengers sent to summon the Indians to the rendezvous, that I desired the
attendance only of their chiefs and principal men-though it was hardly expected this injunction would prevent the Indians bringing their families. "
By an enumeration carefully taken on the 28th day of September, as a basis
for the distribution of provisions, there were found to be present as the guests of
the government-men, women, and children-of the Red Lake bands, 579 Indians, 24 half-breeds; and of the Pembina bands, 352 Indians, and 663 halfbreeds, or 1,618 Indians and half-breeds in all-not more than a hundred of
whom at furthest would strictly come within the actual terms of my invitation.
It will be·seen that nearly two-thirds of the whole Pembina delegation were
half- breeds, who came unbidden under color of their relationship to the Indians,
to billet themselves upon the hospitality of the government, and probably to
appropriate the lion's share of whatever presents or provisions might fall to the '
lot of their Indian friends. The messenger or agent who had been authorized
to furnish subsistence for the Pembina Indians on their way to the treaty
ground gave as his excuse for bringing so large a number of uninvited guests
that the Pembina Indians are completely under the control of their half-breed
relatives, and could not have been induced to come unless accompanied by the
latter, who have long been accustomed to consider themselves, to a certain extent, the real owners of the soil, and as having even a greater interest in any
treaty for its purchase than its far less numerous or powerful aboriginal occupants.
It was now too late, as it would obviously have been impolitic at this juncture
to have disputed this pretension; and it became necessary, therefore, to provide
them with subsistence from our inadequate stores, hoping, by an expeditious
despatch of business, to accomplish the objects in view before exhausting our
stock of provisions, which, of course, could not have been replenished at that
distance from the source of supply. Another powerful motive for hastening
the negotiations to as rapid a conclusion as possible was the lateness of the season,
the heavy frosts which were unusually early and severe, even for this northern
latitude, having already nearly destroyed the grass on which the animals of OUl'
cavalry escort and supply train depended . mainly for forage. 1!-,ortunately the
Indians themselves were equally anxious to return home in time to prepare for
the coming winter, and they evinced as much disposition to press the business before them to a speedy conclusion as could reasonably have been expected, considering the laggardness, timidity, and indecision which ord~narily characterize
their deliberations.
Accordingly, on Wednesday, the third day after my arrival, we held our first
general council, a report of which, as of all subsequent proceedings, carefully
prepared by the secretary of the commission, will be found in the annexed
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journal. I addressed them at length upon the object of our visit, endeavoring
especially to impress upon them the fact that their Great Father desired to
make a treaty with them-not in order to obtain possession of their lands, but
chiefly with a view to their benefit, and to prevent the recurrence of dHE.culties
between them and his white childreu passing through their country, and ·which
might end, if not obviated· by some timely understanding, in consequences to
his red children which he would greatly deplore. I. was aware that they were
possessed with the belief, partly arising from the fact that several previous
efforts had been made to purchase their country, and partly from the misrepresentations of interested parties, that the government was very anxious to obtain
possession of their lands, and placed a great value upon the acquisition. I endeavored to disabuse them of this impression, which I anticipated would lead
to extravagant demands, and agreeably to the tenor of your instructions, while
emphatically ignoring their right to interrupt or molest the tmvel and trade passing through their country on any pretext, offered them twenty thousand dollars
for a right of way over the roads and rivers of the country, which I regarded
as a fair equivalent for a concession which really deprived them of nothing they
now enjoyed, and still left them in full occupancy of the country.
I had not the slightest expectation that this offer would be accepted, and was,
of course, not disappointed when at the council held next day it was emphatically and unanimously rejected. Indeed, it was obvious from the circumstances
of the case that a satisfactory treaty for a right of way merely could not be .
effected except upon terms for which they would be equally willing to cede the
country itself. It was, in their view, a matter of much less consequence what they
surrendered, than what they obtained in exchange ~ for the surrender. 'l'hey
had long been accustomed to look to a treaty as a ineans of obtaining comfortable
annuities, of the arr:..ount of which they had formed the most extravagant expectations, and they very readily apprehended that by merely selling the right
· of way for the small sum of money they would necessarily receive for it, they
would indefinitely postpone - the prospect of a more lucrative arrangement. and
perhaps, as they may have fancied, seriously impair the strength of a title on
which they had relied as the prolific source of future revenues.
Besides, as these Indians had assumed the right to levy contributions of
goods as a toll or tax upon merchants or steamboats passing through the country,
the formal purchase of a right of way would have impl.ied that such a right did
not already exir:;t, and thus have sanctioned an assumption on their part, and
inaugurated a precedent on ours, at variance, it seemed to me, with sound policy.
Moreover, it was not unlikely that their vague understanding of the nature of
such an arrangement would lead to new complications which could only be
remedied by new expenditures, and, in a very few years at furthest, necessitate
a treaty for the absolute extinction of this title.
At any rate, it was apparent that such a necessity would very soon be pressed
upon the government from another quarter by the rapid ad-vance of settlement throughout the valley of the Red river. Finally, in view of the unruly
disposition manifested by these Indians in consequence of their isolation from
the control of the government, it seemed to me of great importance that they
should be brought into more intimate relations with its repr.esentatives, and
more directly under its supervision.
For all these reasons, looking at once to the best advantage of the government, of the Indians, and of the white communities interested in the development
and trade of these regiom;, I deemed it advisable, under th"e discretionary powers
conferred upon me by your letter of instructions, to direct the negotiations with
a view to absolnte purchase of their lands-at least of such of their lands as
could for many years fall within the possible exigencies of trade, emigration, or
settlement.
·
The failure of previous negotiations for this object warned me that its ac-
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complishment was a task of considerable difficulty and delicacy, owing to the
preposterous expectations formed by some of the Indians, the stolid indifference
of the large majority to the business before them, and, when these were overcome, to the timid reluctance of the chiefs to take the responsibility in a matter
deemed by them of momentous importance. The progress of negotiations also
developed some elements of sullen opposition to a treaty, small in numbers, but
influential and obstinate, consisting of parties who had been concerned in the
depredations of 1862, who prided themselves on having frustrated all previous
attempts to make a treaty, and who had therefore personal reasons of their own,
perhaps, for not wishing to be brought into close official relations with the
government.
The deliberations of their councils were at first so far controlled by these
adverse influences that their most extravagant wishes were presented as their
ultimatum, and they positively refused at one time, with an appearance of
unanimity and firmness, to treat for a cession of their lands, except for the
enormous annuity of one hundred and fifty-five dollars and sixty-two and a
half cents ($155 621-,) per head, for fifty years, equivalent, in the aggregate, to
from ten to twelve million of dollars, and even then the proposed cession embraced but little more than half the area they afterwards relinquished for the
thirtieth of the sum first named. Eventually these intemperate views were
overruled by the wise counsels of the older and more influential men, who
wished by a treaty to condone for the past offences of theit: bands, and prevent
future difficulties, and by the general voice of the younger men, the traders and
half-breeds, who desired the more substantial fruits of the arrangement.
Persuaded that they could do no better, they were finally satisfied to accept
the terms proposed by the commissioners, and this satisfaction was largely increased by some concessions of no great importance, which they gratefully
placed to the credit of their own diplomacy.
The treaty was signed on the 3d of October by six out of seven of the recognized chiefs of the Red Lake and Pembina bands-the one dissentient, who
had led the opposition to a treaty on this as on previous occasions, giving a
verbal assent, but refusing his signature from motives of pride.
The event, it may be added, was received by all the bands with great satisfaction, which was at least not lessened by their first experience of its substantial benefits in the distribution of goods and provisions which took place
on the next day.
'I'he tract of country ceded by this treaty embraces all the American valley
of the Red River of the North, except a small portion previously ceded, and is
estimated to contain over eleven million ( 11,000,000) acres of land, equal to
half the area of the State of Ohio, though, as the lateral boundaries are defined by the heads of streams, the position of which is imperfectly known, its
exact area cannot now be ascertained. 'I'he whole of this ·area may be regarded
as ultimately available for agriculture and settlement, the soil being generally
of extraordinary fertility, and finely adapted to the production of the small
grains, though portions of it along the banks of the Red river are imperfectly
drained, and are subject to occasional overflow. It embraces all the present
paths of commercial travel, and the designated routes of projected railroads
and telegraphs, between the settlements of JVIinnesota and the British colonies
of Northwestern America.
On the east of this tract the Red Lake Indians still reserve a small strip of
unceded territory, enclosing the basin of Red lake. \Vith the exception of a
narrow border of fertile "hardwood" lands around the shores of that lake,
where these bands now have their homes and raise small crops of corn and
potatoes, the tract reserved for their future occupancy, while abounding in
game, fish, fields of wild rice, and other resources adapted to the primitive
wants of the Indian, is, from the nature of the surface, which may be generally
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described as a series of impassable swt~Ies entirely valueless to a civilized
people.
The Pembina bands, who subsist by buffalo hunting, also retain for themselves a tract of country claimed by them, embracing some of the present
favorite pastures of that animal north and northwest of Devil's lake.
The sum stipulated to be paid, in consideration of this cession, is twenty
thousand dollars ($20,000) per annum, for twenty years, making, with other
expenditures, about five hundred and ten thousand dollars ($510,000) in all.
'l'he amount agreed upon was not, of course, regulated by any supposed
standard of value applied to the land, though, it is believed, that no territorial
acquisitions of equal iutrinsic value have been made from the Indians at so
low a rate per acre, or on terms ~o advantageous to the government. Terms
even more advantageous might have been secured, if the exaction had befitted
the dignity, the duty, or the established policy of the government in its dealings with these ignorant savages. But the explicitness of your instructions on
this head saves me the necessity of vindicating, on grounds of justice or expediency, the considerations which led me to frame the provisions of the treaty
as far as possible for their benefit. With this view their annuities were fixed
at a rate per capita nearly uniform with those granted to other bands of Minnesota Chippewas, and for a term of years which ought to witness such an
improvement in their social condition as will place them above the necessities
which the annuity system is designed to meet.
'I'he stated rate per capita is presumed to be an adequate compensation for
such losses as they may be supposed to sustain from the encroachments of the
white man, by the diminished range or resources of their hunting· grounds; and
experience has proved it to be sufficient, if prudently used, to supply some of
their most necessary wants, while it is not sufficient to release them from the
necessity of exertion, or to support them in a state of idleness.
The amount of annuities was fixed on the assumption that the bands who
were parties to the treaty numbered from twelve to fifteen hundred souls,
though upon this point it was impossible to obtain any accurate information.
From the best data I could collect it is bdieved that the Red Lake bands
number between eight hundred (800) and one thousand ( 1,000.) The Pembina bands claim from four hundred ( 400) to six hundred (600) more; but as
the latter Indians live close upon the British border, and make their homes indiscriminately on either side of the line, it is impossible to say how many of
their number belong properly to the jurisdiction of that government; and if this
treaty should be carried into effect, it would be necessary to institute a careful
enrolment, with a view to the ascertainment of this important fact, as otherwise a large accession of British Indians, affiliated with the Pembina bands,
may be expected to claim a participation in the provisions of the treaty, and
thus seriously affect the standard of annuities among the rest, and inflict a gross
wrong especially upon the Red Lake bands.
It is stipulated that three-quarters of the amount of annuities are to be paid
in money. This form of payment was regarded as at once the most convenient
for the government, considering the great trouble and cost of transporting goods
to such remote points, while experience has proved it to be far better for the
Indian, as he is proverbially far more prudent in his expenditures of money
than in the disposition of articles susceptible of barter. He will often quite as
readily exchange a blanket as a half dollar for an article he desires, especially
if that article be whiskey.
An important object of the treaty was the impl"ovement of the Indians. One
.q uarter of the amount of annuities is to be reserved as a fund for this purpose,
to be converted into such articles, or to be applied to such beneficial objects as
the President may direct; this general pl~raseology, which admits of such
adaptation to special circumstances as may be required from time to time, being
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1·egarded as more expedient than a number of provisions directing the specific
application of this fund.
The Indians insisted with great urgency, as one of the conditions of the cession, that such provisions should be made as would save them harmless in the
future from any responsibility to the injured parties or to the government for
the depredations and robberies committed by some of their number in 1862 on
the property of British and American traders, and they were solicitous that the
treaty should embrace some arrangement for the liquidation of their outstanding
debts to their traders.
·
It was therefore stipulated tl1at one hundred thousand dollars ($100,000)
should be appropriated for the payment of those liabilities; and to guard against
peculation, it was provided that all claims for damages or debt under this article should be ascertained and audited, in consultation with the chiefs, by a
special commission to be appointed by the President. The chiefs requested
that honorable H. M. Rice should be the commissioner, to which I ventured to
give my assent, in the belief tl1at no other appointment would be more satisfactory to the department or to the Indians.
.
It is believed that the provisions of the treaty, if faithfully carried out, will
redound greatly to the advantage of the Indians. '.rhe peculiar geographical
"isolation of the Red Lake Indians, especially, affords a rare opportunity for
training these simple children of the wilderpess in the habits and pursuits of
civilization, undisturbed by the corrupting influences which usually counteract
all efforts for their improvement ; and it was to protect them as far as possible
from the destructive agency which has hitherto sealed nearly every Indian
treaty with the curse of doom to their wretched race, that the introduction and
sale of spirituous liquors on the ceded lands is interdicted by the terms of this
treaty until the President shall otherwise direct.
The position of the ceded tract, embracing all the routes of travel, commerce,
and emigration, between the Mississippi valley and the prosperous British colonies of northwestern America, renders the extinction of the Indian title thereto
a matter of the first consequence to the people of this State, and essential, indeed, to the development of the northwest.
'l'he British settlements on the Red river, established fifty years ago by Lord
Selkirk, already contain a population of from 'ten to twelve thousand souls,
and are rapiuly advancing in numbers, wealth, and importance. The immense
fur trade of this region, extending northward to the frozen seas, and westward
to the Rocky mountains, finds its outlet through Minnesota over the lands acquired under this treaty. Hundreds of carts are constantly employed during
the summer months in the transportation of merchandise from Saint Paul to
Fort Garry, and recently a steamboat has been placed upon the Red river to
accommodate the rapidly growing commerce with this region.
'l'he Hudson's Bay Company, whose jurisdiction over th.ese immense territories
dates back to the time of Charles the Second, has recently been reorganized
on a plan more consistent with the progressive civilization of the age than the
exclusive and monopolizing spirit in which its charter has heretofore been administered. This plan contemplates the extension of settlement, mail, telegraph,
and eventually steamboat and t·ailroad communications throughout the whole
belt of fertile valleys which spans the west half of the continent from the Red
river to the magnificent harbors of Vancouver's bay, and the development of
the rich· gold and other mineral discoveries on the slopes of the Rocky mountains. A line of transcontinental telegraph is about to be constructed, under the
auspices of the great corporation, from Pembina to the Pacific coast, which will
undoubtedly be continued by American enterprise to Saint Paul on the east,
and before long by a submarine chain through the islands of the North Pacific,
to connect on the Asiatic coast with the great lines of telegraph which Russia
i:5 establishing from Saint Petersburgh to the mouth of the Amoor.

REPORT 0~"' THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR.

553

The line of the Saint Paul and Pacific railroad, now in course of construction,
runs for two hundred miles northwesterly across the ceded tract, as located by
Congress, by which it was endowed with a valuable land grant, with a view to
its ultimate extension to the Pacific coast. And it is not the least of the advantages of the treaty that it will now make these lands available for construction.
It was my good fortune while on my return hr1mewnrd to meet Mr. DaUas,
the governor of the Hudson's Bay Company's territories, who expressed the
greatest satisfaction that an arrangement had at last been effected with the
Indians on the route, which would not only put an end to the annoyances which
had heretofore proved a serious check upon the commercial intercourse between
the British and American settlements, but remove a great obstacle to the development of the importhnt enterprises above referred to.
Though the original motive to the treaty was the pacification of the Indians
occupying the Red River valley, and the removal of the obstructions which their
presumption had placed in the way of travel and trade through that region, you
will perceive that it was really demanded by considerations of far wider scope,
and that its ratification would not only promote the local interests of the communities concerned W the commerce of the valley, but advance the general
development of the NOrthwest and strengthen the bond's of international comity.
In fnrther pursuance of your arlvice, on my return from Red Lake crossing I
visited the agency at Crow 'Ving, with a view, if possible, to adjust the difficulties growing out of the alleged dissatisfaction of some of the •Mississippi
Chippewas with the treaty concluded at Washington last winter. Advised by
Agent Morrill that the chiefs were not then present, but would be assembled at
the time of the paymept some ten days afterward, I proceeded to Saint Paul,
and returned at the time indicated. My arrival was opportune, for the Indians
were hesitating about receiving their payment, under the apprehension that it
would be regarded as a formal acceptance of the terms of the treaty, and exclude
them from any right of protest in the premises. But upon my assurance that
such would not be the case, and that the government would ghdly listen to any
representations they had to make, and, as far as possible, modify the execution,
if not the terms of the treaty, so as to be agreeable to them, their objections
ceased and they at once consented to receive their pay.
By referring to the notes of the council held with the chiefs, it will be seen
that their complain.ts had reference chiefly to the character of the reservation
set apart by the treaty; but as I had no inform ation which would lead me to
suppose it was not reasonably adapted to their want~, I did not encourage them
to expect any change in this respect. If the commissioners then on their way
to visit the tract in question shall have found, as I expect they will, that it contains a sufficient amount of cultivable land for the limited agriculture they can
be induced to engage in, I should think it unadvisable to place the several
bands, as now, upon separate reservations.
But as there is no present exigency which demands their immediate removal,
at least from several of their reservations, I would ad vise that they be permitted
to remain thereon for the present, but that the Indian agency be removed as
soon as convenient to Leech lake, and the Indians taug·ht to look upon it as
their future home. My impression is that their dissatisfaction is in some degree
the mere effect of wounded pride, arising from their not having been consulted
in framing the provisions of the treaty. This feeling might readily be removed
by some slight concessions, in addition to that above indicated, and for this
bbject I would recommend that two or three of the more influential chiefs be
invited to Washington. The intimation that I would urge these points in their
favor was received by them with great satisfaction, but no circumstance of my
interview with the Indians had a happier effect in assuaging their discontent
than the address made by Hole-in-the-Day, of Gull Lake, to the chiefs, and which •
was marked by a breadth and elevation of views which are rare among his race.
•
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He advised them to submit cheerfully to the provisions of the treaty, since their
Great Father vvillcd it. The chiefs who signed the treaty undoubtedly did so
from the best of motives, and he recommended them by all means to adhere to
it, as if they had been original parties to it. A reference to the accompanying
journal will more fully explain the position taken by the several chiefs. I need
hardly recommend, in conclusion, that compensation be paid to Hole-in-the-Day
for the destruction of his house, which is alleged to have been committed by
white men during the disturbances of last fall, if, as he believes, a promise to
that effect has already been made him by the Secretary of the Interior.
In conclusion, it is proper to say that throughout all these negotiations at
Red Lake crossing, and at the Chippewa agency, I was greatly indebted to the
cordial co-operation and advice of Agent Morrill, who was associated with me
on this commission; and I regret that the necessity of separating from him at
Crow Wing has prevented him from uniting with me in this report.
I omitted to mention in its proper place, that after the treaty was signed, a
written request was prepared by the chiefs of Pembina, that the sum of twentyfive thousand dollars be appropriated for the Pembina half-breeds who had not
succeeded in engrafting on the treaty the provisions for tl~ir benefit which they
had desired, and that of this five thousand dollars be granted to Pierre Bottineau
as a token of their esteem and in return for the obligations which he had placed
them under by past services. In accordance with my promise, this paper is
respectfully submitted to the department.
V cry respectfully, yours, &c.,
ALEXANDER RAMSAY.
Hon. WILLIAM P. DoLE,
Commissioner qf Indian Ajf'airs, Washington, D. C.
NoTE.-The following papers, consisting of the reports of Calvin H. Hale,
superintendent of Washington rl'erritory, and of the agents and other employes
of his superintenden·cy; also of A. C. J.\llorrill, agent for the Chippewas of the
Mississippi, and the employes under his charge, were received after the foregoing
had been placed in the hands of the public printer. This fact will account for
the statement elsewhere made that no such papers have been re.ceived.

SUPERINTENDENT OF INDIAN AFFAIRS,
Olympia, Washington Territory, September 1, 1863.
SIR: In compliance with the rules of the department, I have the honor to
submit my second annual report, for the year ending June 30, concerning the
condition of Indian affairs within this superintendency.
I had hoped to have forwarded this at an earlier date, but have been unavoidably prevented, partly by my own necessary absence from home in the discharge
of official duty, and partly from the failure of the agents to send in their reports
in due time.
The affairs of the different agencies which have been under my control during
the past year are generally in a prosperous condition. rr~hey have been conducted with due regard to economy, and no debts have been contracted beyond
the means appropriated. So soon as I shall be in receipt of the remaining proportion of funds appropriated for the fiscal year. ending June 30, 1863, pertaining to the Indian service in vVashington Territory, for incidental expenses, and
for removal and subsistence of Indians not parties to any treaty, there will
be sufficient to pay every liability incurred d'uring the year. Up to this date
• I have not received any portion of either of the last named appropriations for
the 1st and 2d quarters of the current year, the need of which has produced
OFFICE
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some embarrassment, and necessarily caused some additional expense during the
past six months, all of which would have been avoided if the funds had been
forwarded at the proper time.
Owing to the erection of the new rrerritory of Idaho, and the establishment
of a separate superintendency for the Indians embraced in its limits, the bounds
of this have been materially diminished. It is well that such a division has
been made, for the former boundaries were too extensive to permit the superintendent, in the course of the year, to visit each agency, and best~w that attention which the business of the office demanded. In accordance with your instructions, I transferred the Nez Perces and Flathead ag·encies in the latter end
of the month of June to Governor Wallace, as ex-rifficio superintendent of Indian
affairs for Idaho, to take effect on the first day of July, together with the papers
and moneys in my hands pertaining to each, of which you were fully advised at
the time.
As these agencies were under my control up to the close of tl1e fiscal year,
they will necessarily be embraced in this report.
In the month of July, 1862, on account of the peculiar condition of affairs
at the Flathead agency, and the danger of hostilities on our eastern border, instructions were given to Charles Hutchins, esq., United States Indian agent,
then in charge of the Nez Perces, to proceed to the Flathead country and relieve Major John Owen, then acting Indian agent of the charge of that agency,
which comprises in the treaty stipulations the Flathead, Kootenay, and Upper
Pend d'Orei.lles Indians. He was necessarily delayed until the month of September, waiting for funds to enable him to proceed. Failing to receive any
moneys from the government, it became necessary for me to instruct him to apply
such unexpended balances as were still in his hands belonging to the Nez Perce
' agency, and to take such articles belonging to the department as he might require for his journey, and could be conveniently spared without detriment or
injury to the agency, the moneys and articles thus taken to be accounted for and
replaced out of any surplus of appropriations for the Flatheads, or taken from
funds for general incidental expenses when they should be received. By reference to the accounts of the superintendency with these two agencies, it will be
seen that this has been done.
The amount thus taken was, however, insufficient, for not only must the
means.and facilities for travelling be furnished, but a sufficient amount of supplies for subsistence during the winter was absolutely requisite. Having delayed as long as it was safe to do so, for the time was mpidly approaching when
the snows would cover the intervening mountains over which he must pass to
reach the agency, I obtained, by means of a loan, the amount necessary.
In the month of October he reached his destination, and as early as it was
practicable he forwarded by express, in the month of December, to be mailed
at Walla- Walla, a report of the condition of the affairs of that agency, which,
upon its reception here, was immediately forwarded to your office. From that
report it appeared that the agency was almost entirely destitute of everything,
as Agent Owen did not reside there when in charge, except temporarily, his
residence being at Fort Owen, in the valley of the Bitter Root. No care had
been taken to make the agency dwellings comfortable. The Indians, moreover,
were much dissatisfied, and complaining of bad faith, by reason of their annuities not having been paid them, and becaus-e other of the treaty stipulations had
not been complied with on the part of the government. In the agent's report
for the past year, which accompanies this, he again alludes to the embarrassing
condition of things at this agency, and, from his more intimate acquaintance,
recommends some changes, differently fi·om what he suggested in his former report. .1\fost of the changes proposed are not caused so much by any previous
mistakes on his part as by ' the rapidly changing condition of the country. I
allude particularly to his remarks in reference to the conditional reservation in
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the Bitter Root valley, as provided in article 11 of the treaty of July 16, 1855.
In my report of last year I urged immediate attention and action on this subject, as a matter of good faith to the Indians, and to prevent apprehended difficulty. Now it is too late .. The government failed to comply with its own engagements when it was in its power to do so; now, the tide of emigration has
set to such an extent, and with such force, that it is impossible either to drive
it back or stay its progress. No other course can now be pursued than to improve the reservation designed in the 2d article of the treaty.
The recommendation of the agent for the removal of the agency is worthy of
consideration. His statements on the subject are corroborated by information
derived from other sources; and I have been led to conclude that the present
loe.ation at J ocko Valley is most unfortunate; and that owing to its unfitness,
there is but little hope of inducing any of the Indians (parties to this treaty) to
settle near the agency, if it be still continued there. rrhe subject is of sufficient
importance to justify special instnictions from the department to the superintendent.
From the papers accompanying the report of Agent Hutchins, you will perceive that the fathers of Saint Ignatius mitlsion decline acceding to the contract
for teaching entered into on their behalf by Rev. J. B. Brouillet.
I cannot pass from the affairs of this agency without urging upon the attention
of the department the delinquency that exists in the payment of annuities, as well
as other failures on our part to comply with the treaty stipulations. The experience
of the department within the past year certainly should teach the necessity of
greater promptness and faithfulness in the discharge of treaty obligations. It is by
far the cheaper method, and is the only satisfactory way of dealing with Indians; above all, it is fulfilling our promises and doing right. When we fail,
either in regard to the way, the manner, or the time as stated, no satisfactory
explanation can be rendered to them. These Indians ha-ve not received their
annuities, nor have some other important matters, such as mills and schools, been
furnished, as provided in the treaty, and for which the necessary appropriations
were made by Congress. Rigid inquiry should be made, and that speedily, as
to the delinquency, that they be not defrauded out of their rights, and that the
innocent may not suffer.
In my former report I alluded to the condition of affairs among the Nez
Perces; of the unfinished state of the mills; the partial completion of the. shops
and agency buildings, and the want of a house for the head chief; besides
other matters which were promised in the treaty of June 9, 18"55. Having,
jnst prior to forwarding that report, received instructions in reference to negotiating a new treaty with this people, I felt called upon to use every exertion in
my power to remove, as far as it was practicable, such obstacles as I knew
would be in the way of its accomplishment. Agent Hutchins, feeling it im ·
portant to have the mHls completed as speedily as possible, but being without
any funds for the payment of fi·eight, and credit for the same being refused,
had, in the spring of 1862, entered into a contract with a third party, who engaged to forward and pay the freight on the machinery, to allow him the use of
the saw-mill for a specified time to repay him. At the time freights were very
high on the Columbia river, and the means of transportation unequal to the demand. Lumber was in great demarid at Lewiston, and the price correspondingly
high. Finding upon my visit to the agency, in September following, that the
contract had not been complied with, although the time had been extended, that
the machinery was not yet delivered, and being satisfied that the delay was unwarrantable, I rescinded the contract'. Without waiting to receive funds from·
the department, I secured the immediate use of the machinery, and the saw-mill
was soon in running order. 'rhe flouring mill was completed by the first of
November; and in May last the miller reported to me some seventeen thousand ·
bushels of grain as having been ground, up to that time. 'rhis grain had been
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raised by the ~ ez Perces, but the amount was, no doubt, composed in part of
the crop for two or three successive years.
Similar difficulties were in the way of the erection of the house for the head
chief; there being neither funds nor appropriation for the building of the house
or for the purchase of saw-logs, out of which to manufacture the necessary lumber. I therefore took the responsibility of instructing the agent to purchase logs
with any funds he could command, or to saw on the shares, and as lumber was
still in demand at Lewiston, to which place it could be easily and speedily rafted,
to take a sufficient amount there for sale, to enable him to refund that which
might be used in the purchase of the logs, and to furnish the means to procure
other necessary materials for building. By so doing he erected a very neat
frame dwelling, which was occupied by the sawyer at the time of the council. In
the same way a school-house was built and nearly finished in June last. A
portion of the ten a~res of land promised in the treaty to be prepared for the
use of the head chief, was also ploughed and fenced; and commencement was
made to enclose each of the fields pertaining to the agency farm with a board
fence. Much was thus accomplished-much still remains to be done. That
which was done, however, was effected without incurring any additional liability.
Sufficient means were believed to be turned over to the agent at the time of the
transfer to the Idaho superintendency, not only to meet all the liabilities of the
. year, but to leave a small surplus in his hands. 'rLis does not, however, include what is due on the contract for erection of mills, for which special provision is understood to be made in the 5th article of treaty of June, 1855, and
was begun to be carried out in the appropriation of $9,000 in the act of lVIarch
29, 1860, and that of $500 in the act of March 2, 1861, none of which has been
received by me. 'rhe larger portion of this $9,500 has been properly applied
to the object intended; but so far as I have means of knowing, there appears
to be a balance somewhere yet unexpended, against which the contractor has a
just and valid claim that should be met without delay. If the balance thus left
is insufficient to satisfy this demand, I have earnestly to 1·ecommend that such
additional appropriation as is necessary be made.
As the report connected with the treaty negotiated in June contains much in
reference to this tribe, it is unnecessary for me to enlarge any further in this.
I would, however, call the attention of the department to the condition of the
agency at the mouth of the Lapwai. at which much is required to be done in the
way of buildings. 'rhis agency is situated on land claimed as a mission station
by the American Board of Commissioners for Foreign lVIissions. OI).e of the
buildings now occupied as a warehouse was built by the missionaries, and used
by them as a dwelling. In it the first printing press on the Pacific coast was
set up. If their claim is just, as they allege, and hold themselves ready to estabHsh, the department should either purchase this interest or locate the agency
differently. The latter, however, cannot now very well be done, except by
submitting to the loss of the mills, as they could not be removed. lVIoreover, it
is the most eligible point for the agency. If the new treaty .be ratified, it is of
the utmost importance that the title to this place should be decided beyond
further dispute.
.
'l'he report of the agent in charge of the Yakimas briefly, but very fully, sets
forth their condition. The expenses of the agency have been greatly reduced
within the last year, and it is to be hoped that still further reduction can be
made by an increase of the products of the farm, thus lightening the expense of
subsisting, as well as providing for the payment of such extra labor as may
from time to time be required. The school under the superintendency of Rev.
A. H. \Vilbur has made considerable progress during the year. I regret that
there is no report from him in regard to its condition. I am satisfied it has not
· been caused by any neglect of his, but through some misunderstanding as to
his duty, or failure of mail. I have informed him of the failure, and requested
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him to make out and send his report immediately. So soon a~· it reaches this
office it shall be forwarded to you. By another year I trust the school will, in
the matter of subsistence, be entirely self-sustaining. The appropriation asked
for in the estimates, additional to what has been usually granted, I hope will be
accorded, f~Jr there is no other method by which we can hope to succeed in the
instruction of the children than upon the boarding sehool system. Upon any
other plan, so far as experience teaches in this Territory, the moneys appropriated
for educational purposes are little better than wasted.
The report of the superintendent of farming is encouraging evidence of the industry of many of the Indians, who seem to be very anxious to improve their
condition by forsaking their roving· habits and becoming tillm:s of the soil.
Kam-i-a-kim, the designated head chief, has not yet been induced to come in;
but on my visit there the coming month, to attend the distribution of annuities,
I propose to go and see him if. it is in my power, should he not come to the
agency. The dissatisfaction referred to by the agent among the Indians was
caused i11 part by the indebtedness of the department to a portion of them, who
have waited long for their pay, and have waited in vain. An Indian always
expects to be paid as soon as his work is performed. If he is not, he immediately suspects something wrong. Of this suspicion evil-disposed persons have
taken advantage, and by further misrepresentation sought to create a disturbance. Happily this was averted for a time; but it is liable to break out again at.
any moment, if' these just demands are not soon met. Days have been extended
to weeks, and weeks to months, and months even to years, ana still they are
not paid, and no assurance can be given them of pa1ment.
As these claims have been reported some months ago to your bureau, in accordance with instructions, and recommended for payment, having been found
correct and just, I would hope that there will be no further delay in forwarding
the means necessary for their liquidation.
vV ith reference to the affairs of the different agencies west of the Cascade
mountains, I am unable to say that they are in a much more encouraging condition than they were a year ago. The reports of the several agents which
accompany this are, for the most part, sufficiently full to speak for themselves.
The Indians generally, where encouragement is given and proper patience and
effort employed, seem more desirous to learn and more willing to work. This
must not, however, be understood as applying to all. There are many, very
many, still as indolent and worthless as ever, upon whom, perhaps, no amount
of influence or encouragement could be of any avail. It may be in regard to
some who now seem to be industrious that we are deceived, and that they will
not persevere. It is perhaps more than we ought to expect of them to make
suddenly a change so radical in all their habits, since they .are naturally a
roving, restless people, without any ambition, without any aim in life that is
calculated to call into action either moral or intellectual energies of the mind.
Living as they have lived, and as many of them still do live, either by :fishing
or by the chase, or depending for bread upon the esculent roots which are very
abundant in some portions of the country, they can hardly be expected to forsake such habits at once and enter earnestly on a life of toil. 'l'here must be
some strong incentive to secure such a change in the dull and sluggish current
of their life; but to present to their minds and keep before them these incentives,
is manifestly the duty of those who are in any way engaged in carrying out
the beneficent designs of the government. To do this requires both patience
and perseverance.
'l'he Indians under the treaty of l\fedicine creek have been doing remarkably
well, especially the ~esquallies and Puyallups. Their farming operations are
more extensive than they have ever been, and they have promise of abundant
returns. :E'inding it impossible, partly on account of the limited appropriation
made for educational purposes under this treaty, and partly from the inveterate
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prejudices of the Indians themselves, to secure the attendance of scholars at
the school which has been carried on for the last twelve months at the Squaksin
reservation, I have instructed the agent to take steps for its immediate removal to the Puyallup, where the largest numbers of children can be the more
easily obtained.
The D'Wamish and other allied tribes under the treaty of Point ElHott have,
during the past year, seemed to awake from their 'indolent slumbers to some
idea of their own interests, and are beginning to understand better the intentions and efforts of the government to improve their condition. They do not
seem to have been aware that the reservations were intended to be kept beyond
the limit of the twenty years prescribed in the treaty, but supposed at the expiration of that period the protection of the government would cease, and that
they would be driven by the whites to seek a resting-place elsewhere. Laboring under these false impressions, there was no motive to induce them to change
their roving habits and adopt those of the whites. Now that they learn the
government designs the reservation for their permanent homes, so long as they
may continue as a people, they desire, to some extent, at least, to avail themselves of their privileges. They have become exceedingly anxious to know
their boundaries, and have white men excluded from trespassing in any way
upon them. rrhey have also asked for and received quite a number of fruit
trees, which they planted out last spring in their little enclosures, to which they
·have generally paid good attention. It is unfortunate that there are so many
reservations connected with this agency. At present, however, it cannot be
avoided, and until such time as they can be consolidated into one or two, it is
necessary that the number of employes should be increased. This will be one
of the most effective methods of securing and hastening that consolidation, because it can thus be more readily demonstrated to tl1em that such an arrangement will be for their advantage. As they now are, the bands or tribes living
on the reservation, where no employe is provided, will still continue under the
influence of their old prejudices and habits. They will make very little if any
improvement, and it is almost useless to furnish them with implements of husbandry or me@hanical tools, if there is no one provid~d to take care of them
or instruct the Indians in their use.
It is especially important that proper provision be made for running the sawmill at the Tulalip reservation. Unless such provision is made, the money expended in its purchase is measurably lost. If suitable appropriations were
made for pay of the necessary ha:nds and procuring of logs, this mill could furnish all the lumber required by the different reservations on this side of the cascades, large amounts of which will be needed for the next three or four years,
if the efforts now made to induce the Indians to settle on these reservations are
to be continued. In each of the treaties it is promised that suitable provision
shall be made upon the reservations in the way of fencing land, &c., and that
until such preparation is made, they are not required to move and settle upon
the same. In no case, yet, has the preparation contemplated by the treaties been
made, so as to indicate that they shall have permanent houses and permanent
improvements, to induce them to remove and settle. So limited, in some instances, have the preparations been, that if Indians had removed as contemplated, they must have died of starvation, since it would have been impossible for
them, either on or near the reserve, to ha-ve procured the means of subsistence,
however willing or industrious they might have been.
With the limited means in his hands the agent has accomplished more than
could have been expected with the saw-mill, having succeeded in furnishing
such an amount of lumber as the present exigencies of the Tulalip reserve requires.
The remarks of the agent in regard to the distribution of annuities are worthy
of consideration. That some plan which will promote the speedy removal of
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the Indians to the places intended for them should be adopted, accords fully
with my own views on the subject, and it is the province of the department,
under the direction of the P1~esident of the United StateB, to say how the d'istribution may be best made, so as to secure the greatest ~ount of benefit that
will be permanent in its character to the Indians.
The educational affairs of the agency are in a promising condition.· No contract has yet been entered into relative to the management of the school, no
means having yet been provided beyond the pay of two teachers. The agent
has been instructed to confer with Father Ohirouse on the subject, and to ascertain what is deemed requisite before a contract be r.onsummated. For the present the school will be carried on, as far as it is practicable, under the appropriation made for that object. As my former report was sufficiently explicit pertaining to this matter, I do not deem it necessary to reiterate it again. 'rhe
same reasons apply, the same necessities exist, aud a better knowledge of the
condition of things leads me to mgc upon your attention the recommendation
of last ye~r, both as it regards the school, the rriill, and the additional employes
needed to take charge both of the government property and the Indians on
-each reservation, and to instruct the tribes in the arts of civilization.
'£he third article of the treaty reserves thirty-six sections for the purpose of
establishing thereon an agricultural and industrial school. As it would be impossible for the school to make such use of this land as to be profitable, would
.it not be well to authorize the sale of portions of the same, or the timber upon·
it, so as to apply the proceeds of such sale to the support of the school?
I would also add to what has been said by the agent in reference to the.
claim of the former owners of the Tulalip mill property, that justice demands
the necessary appropriation for the balance due them, to be made without
further delay. 'l'he estimates include the amounts necessary for each of the
objects herein named.
'.rhe :M:akahs are not, nor are they likely to become to any extent, au agricultural people. 'l'heir location at the mouth of the Straits of de Fuca, the
character of the climate incident to their close proximity to the Pacific, and
their habits, are all of such a nature as to preclude it. Another generation may
gradually be led to change some of their habits, so as to devote more of their
attention to the soil; but whilst the straits and the ocean continue to give of
their abundance the finest of :fish, such as halibut, cod, and salmon, they will
continue to depend upon the teeming treasu~·es of the deep for the principal part
of their food. It is, therefore, a question worthy of consideration whether it
would not be more profitable, as well as more beneficial, to direct our efforts in
a somewhat different channel so as to make them industrious fishermen rather
than farmers. As to the art of taking fish, th~y ne.ed no instruction; but in
the mode of preparing and putting up for market, the making of barrels, &c.,
they would need to be taught. I would not, however, recommend such a course
as this to the utter exclusion of agricultural pursuits, but direct a portion of this
labor, especially of the children and youth of the tribe, to the cultivation of the
soil, as it should be found practicable.
A year ago this agency was without building·s of any description. Shops
and dwellings were required, land must be cleared for farming purposes, and,
indeed, everything had to be commenced. 'l'he agent, under the embarrass
ments to which he alludes, has labored assiduously to secure the necessary
materials, and to push forward the work. Another year will, I trust, enable
him to show a most commendable advancement, in all respects, with dwellings,
shoes, and school-houses finished and occupied, so that more direct efforts for
the benefit of the Indians under his charge may be profitably employed.
I would also call your attention to that portion of Agent \V ebster's report in
reference to the need of an armed vessel, to cruise within the straits and upon
the waters of the sound. I do consider that need as urgent, and had hoped
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that the department, ere this, would have taken the steps necessary to place
such vessel here. It might be so arranged as to be .of mutual benefit to the
vVar, Indian, and Treasury DepaTtments, whilst engaged in th~ performance of
such duties as naturally belvng to a vessel-of-war.
In regard to the Clallams theTe is less of hope and promise than of any other
Indians w}thin my superint~ndency. 'rbey are so widely scat"tered along the
bays and shores of Hood's canal, Admiralty inlet, and the Straits of De :E'u.ca,
that they are continually exposed to influences the most deleterious and destroying. 'l'he facilities of procuring liquor are so numerous, that it is impossible to
prevent them from obtaining it. Only a few of these Indians have been induced to remove to their reserve, although it contains a sufficiency of excelle:o.t
land, which would furnish ample subsistence in return for proper labor. But
whilst they can so easily live a large portion of the year by the products of the
water, and their habits remain so worthless and dissolute, but few can be in~
duced to apply themselves to the work which is necessary to obtain a living
'
from the fruits of the ground.
The reservation assigned to these Indians by the treaty had been left in such
condition that private claims under both the donation and pre-emption laws of
the United States had accrued to the persons in possession, no steps having
been taken to extinguish them. l<"'inding it absolutely necessary, if anything
was intended to be accomplished, that the claims just mentioned must be condemned and the claimants removed, I caused the improvements of the preemption claimants and the lands of settlers under the donation act to be appraised, return of which was duly made to your office at the time. 'l'he claims
were taken fOT the use of the agency, as they comprehended nearly all the
lands in the bouRds of the reserve; that is, ready and suited for farming purposes, unless great expense was incurred in the clearing of timber lands. No
appropriation has yet been made, and no instructions Teceived, although my
last report, as well as official letters, called attention to this matter.
'l'he claimants, of right, expect payment. If it is not intended to be made,
the sooner their claims are restored the better ; in which case the reservation
had as well be abandoned. What, then, will be done, in order to fulfil the
stipu1ations of the treaty of Point-no-Point 1 These delays to act in matters of
such vital importance in our Indian relations work much mischief, operating
as they do against any vigorous prosecution of the matters designed to be accomplished by treaty, leading to a misapplication, if not to an absolute waste of
funds, producing, too, in the minds of the Indians distrust of, and contempt for,
a government which thus appears to falsify its word, and creating dissatisfaction among the whites, whose property is taken without a prope~· and prompt
remuneration. Additional lands will require to be cleared before the number
of Indians on the reserve could be materially increased.
Owing to the lack of a sufficient number of agents, the Quinaielt and Quillehute Indians have been necessarily continuedin charg·e of one of the employes,
directed by this office. As it is impossible for me to devote that attention to it
which it requires, owing· to its distance and the inconvenience and expense of
reaching it, there has not been as much accomplished as ] could have wished.
On a recent visit to this reservation I have become fully confirmed in the
opinion which I expressed last year in regard to the removal of the agency.
Visiting it in the dry season, I discovered the prairie to be too wet'for the purposes to which I have before thought it might be applied. It is not suitable
for general farming purposes, neither is it suited for the location of the Bchool.
.As it would only be a waste of means to incur additional expenses in improving
or building there, I have directed the removal of the agency to be made at once
· to the mouth of the Quinaielt river.
·
have again to ask that appropriations be made' for the payment of the claim
which is included in this reserve, and was referred to in my last report; alsQ
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for the payment of the survey of its boundaries, executed by A. C. Smith,
deputy surveyor, under contract made by former superintendent, W . W. Miller,
esq. The remarks made in reference to the Makahs on the subject of agriculture will, to some extent, apply to the Quinaielts. They could be better instructed, and more easily led to apply their energies to the labor and details of
the fishing business. 'I'he efforts to that end intended to have been used failed
by reason of the spring being unfavorable for th.e salmon fi:::lhing-a difficulty
which is quite unusual there, but was so great this season as to prevent the
Indians obtaining more than they required for their own use.
It is very important that these tribes should be under the charge of an agent
who can reside at the agency. They have manifested as much willingness to
work and desire to be instructed as any others, and seem only to need proper
encouragement to induce them to persevere.
Last winter, in default of instructions for which I had asked, (there bei1~g no
time to admit of further delay,) the Chehalis Indians were placed upon a
reservation at the point desired by them at the mouth of Black river. Few
whites would manifest more energy and perseverance than have these Indians
in establishing themselves upon a spot which they can call their own. 'I'hey
seem to be untiring in their labors to improve the place reserved. There is one
drawback to this reservation-that is, that the best portion of the main prairie
within it belongs to a private individual. The claim is needed, and should be
purchased at once. Having heretofore described this reserve, the condition of
this claim, and the oth~· circumstances connected therewith, back to the time
when the lands included in the boundaries which have been furnished you were
taken by Governor Stevens, in connexion with a still larger body of adjacent
lands for the same purpose, I need not further enlarge.
·
After a year's experience with and study of the workings of the present system of conducting Indian affairs, I am well satisfied that a radical change should
be made in our mode of treatment towards the Indians. I do not consider the
language as any too strong when I say, that for us to negotiate treaties with
them as it is usually done is little better than a farce. We profess by such an
act to recognize their equality in status and in power, and to clothe them with a
national existence which does not at all pertain to them. Instead of thus
exalting them in mere form, they should be tre~ted as they really are, the ward_s
of the government, and as such entitled to the kindest -consideration and care at
our hands. For the lands necessarily taken from them the govetnment should
evince its magnanimity in making ample provision for their protection and
welfare. I do not, therefore, propose to have any treaty made either with the
Chehalis or Colville or any other Indians within the bounds of this superintendency who have not yet been macle parties to any treaty. Whatever may be
done for these Indians in the way of providing an agent to take care of and
employes to instruct them in various useful avocations, ancl furnishing· them
with agricultural implements, tools, stock, clothing, &c., will be more kindly
receiveJ by them, and considered as presents and favors, to be given or withheld
at pleasure, instead of a consideration which they have tlw right to expect and
demand." In this way, too, we shall avoid the violation of treaty stipulations.
Some such course as I have thus inclicated will, I believe, be more satisfactory
to the Indians themselves, and will in the end be both safe and more economical
to the department.
Great difficulty has been found in adjusting the boundaries of several of the
reservations on the sound, no official surveys having been rendered to the surveyor general, or the register or receiver, except those of the Skokomish and
Chehalis, the boundmies of which had been d~signated r undcr my direction, and
submitted to the surveyor. general for his examination and approval prior to
forwarding the same to Y"ur office. But the most serious defect of all is, that
no official information of the recognition and approval of any of the Indian
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reservations by the President or the department has been given to the Commissioner of the Geneml Land Office, so as to enable him to instruct the proper officers·
here to reserve the same from entry. 'l'he difficulty became very manifest ·w~en
the lands were offered for public sale; but it was unavoidable, and the register
and receiver, in the absence of definite instructions, did actually offer lands re~
served for Indians under treaty stipulations. Eortunately, there were no biddersr
and the lands are for the present secure; but, unless different instructions upon
this point be given by the Commissioner, the difficulty may be very soon revived,.
as parties are not unfi·equemly applying to enter lands which are included within
the bounds of our Indian reservation. I would also mention, while on the subject,.
that some of the reserves were surveyed, as appears by notes in this office, prior
to the extending of the public surveys by the General Land Office, and consequently do 1iot correspond with the lines of the government surveys, which must
produce in this respect, more or less confusion. I would therefore suggest, that
whenever it can be done without injury to the reservation or adjoining private
claimants, such changes be made, I shall make the lines correspond. The
boundaries will thus be better established and more easily found.
I would also recommend that the old N esqually reservation, described in article 2d in the treaty of Medicine Creek as being on "Puget's sound, near the
mouth of Shenam creek, one mile west of the meridian line of the United States
land survey," which was never used, nor ever will be needed as such, be vacated
and ordered to be sold for the benefit of the Nesqually and Puyallup Indians.
rrhe Squaksin reservation, known in the treaty as the small island " called the
Ula-che-nim," might also be directed to be sold for the same purpose, whenever
the few_ Indians residing upon it can be induced to remove to Nisqually or
Puyallup, as I believe they can be before very long.
':rhe reservation pToposed in the treaty of Point Elliott, " at the head of Port
Madison, called by the Indians Noo-sohk-um," is much too small for the purpose
intended, and for the Indians for whose benefit it is proposed to be kept. I have
accordingly notified the register of the land office at Olympia to keep back from
entry ap_d 8ale such an amount of lands at that place as I have been led to believe is requisite until further instructions on this point can be had.
I woulcl again urge a similar amendment to the intercourse act as that recommended in my former report, and the making such appropriations as are included
in my estimates, for the purpose of arresting, prosecuting and confining criminals
charged and found guilty of selling liquor to Indians. Without some such
course is pursued, the law is a dead letter. The want of such a provision as
would give the United States commissioner greater power to dtal with such
cases was clearly shown at the time of•holding the recent council with the Nez
Perces.
A most flagrant case occurred, the offender was found, and being brought
before the commissioner his guilt was clearly established, but the officer was
powerless to punish him, or even to confine him to prison or at the guard-house
of Fort Lapwai, for want of sufficient bail to make his appearance at court.
There \Vas no U nitecl States marshal near, and no prison to which he could be
committed to await his trial, nor does not permit a person "apprehended by
military force to be detained longer than five clays after the arrest and before the
removal," and no means are provided to meet the expenses of keeping such persons under military restraint even for that limited period.
On these accounts, therefore, the commissioner was compelled to let the prisoner,
against whom the proof was most positive, go free upon his own recognizance,
which in reality amounted to nothing. Such proceedings thus compelled to end
are ridiculous, and not only bring the complaining witnesses ~mel the judicial
officers, but the law itself, into merited contempt.
I trust that the division of the 'l'erritory into two superintendencies will not
tend to the diminution of the number of agents to which this is entitled by the
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• law of 1861, to wit: six agents and two sub-agents, although I would recommend the abolishing of this distinction, which is a false one. No difference can
be made here either in the labor or responsibility. Eight agents are 1weded for
the work; one under each of the six treaties already made with the Yakimas,
Nisquallies, Dwamish, Sklall'\ms, Makahs, and Qui-na-elts, and two for Indiant~
not treated with-one on this side, and the other for those east of the mountain;:;.
The outstanding liabilities contracted previously to May, 1862, which have
been presented to this office for payment, are, in accordance with your instructions, still unpaid, no moneys applicable thereto having yet been forwarded. All
that have been presented-and there is only a few that have not been-have been
•examined, necessary corrections made on the abstracts sent, and fully reported
io your office for payment. An e-stimate of the amounts thus d"9-e and unpaid
was also forwarded, and I have respectfully to urge, as a matter of justice to
the claimants, that if sufficient funds are not on hands to cover these claims, an
appropriation be made to cover the deficiency.
In conclusion, I would add, that the incidental and contingent expenses of
the service under my control could be much more economically administered if
the appropriation for that purpose were forwarded six months in advance, in-stead of from three to six months behind, thus compelling much of the business
to be carried on by obtaining credit. 'l'he merchant, manufacturer, and carrier,
'Who are· thus compelled to wait, increase their rates to such a degree as they
·deem requisite to compensate both for the delay and the risk of a probable or
.POssible decline in the value of the currency in which payment is to be made.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Supt.

of Indian Affairs,

C. H. HA.LE,
Wa'sltington Territory.

Bon. Wl\L P. DoLB,
Cmn'r qf Indian .AJlairs, Washington, D. C.

·sm : In this my annual report I am able to state that, notwithstanding the
·many obstacles with which I have had to contend, I have produced results
somewhat satisfactory. 'The refusal of the business portion of the whole Pa- ·
cific coast of the United States to receive the currency of the United States at
par has compelled me to pay high prices for ·materials to carry on the improvements upon, the reservation, and has. greatly embarrasBed my endeavors to
..obtain and continue in employ the necessary employes.
The work of clearing land and making ready the_sites selected for the buildings may be said to have fairly commenced in July, 1862, at which time there
were in service a teacher, farmer, and carpenter. The land to be cleared '\vas
heavy forest of ::;pruce and hemlock, with a dense thicket of undergrowth
almost impenetrable, and on a very uneven surface. The whole amount that
has been cleared, including that on which the buildings are erected, is about
fifteen acres. Of this, almost twelve can be cultivated; seven and a half are
already cultivated, and enclosed in a substantial and neat board fence. I propose to have the whole of this portion of land devoted exclusively to the agricultural school, and to make the farm upon a fine prairie of large extent, free
from timber, and ready for the plough, in the vicinity of Ysidro village, some
five miles distant on the Pacific coast, but included within the limits of the
reserve. The work of preparing the farm I intend to commence as soon as the
xequisite funds are received to enable me to erect a dwelling for the farmer and
suitable farm builclings and fences.
The buildings now erected and in process of complet~on arc a school-house
and smith's shop. r.rhe school-house is a wooden building· 50 by 30 feet, a wing

REPORT OF THE

SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR.

56[)

30 by 18, and a turret 12 by 12, with a basement of stone, laid in lime mortar,
under the entire building. The large room is intended both as n. school-room
and as an apartment to be used when holding council with the tribe. ':rhe
basement is to be used as a kitchen and dining-room, allll for ~ellar purposes;
the other parts of the building to be used as dormitories. The blacksmith's
shop is 38 by 20 feet, and contains a brick forge and chimney, with ample room,
for what machinery may be required. In the erection of these buildings I have
had ,c onstantly in view durability, utility and economy, believing it to be the
most judicious plan to erect edifices that shall last a term of years, rather than
cheap buildings that would either require constant repair, or else to be replaced
by more substantial ones at s.ome future time. It would undoubtedly have been
a wise economy had I felt myself justified by instructions, and means at command, to have employed at first a force of mechanics that would have enabled
me to have completed the buildings the first season.
In August I secured the services of a carpenter, who was also an architect, and
subsequently a blacksmith, who assisted as carpenter. Owing to sickness, both
carpenter and blacksmith were unable to render any assistance for a large portion of the time when the w•ther was such that out-of-door work could be
done, and but little out-of-door work could be accomplished till the following
spring. On the first of January the carpenter resigned, and his situation was
filled by the person who had previously been employed as architect and carpenter, and who continued his labor faithfully until April, at which time he, too,
resigned. On the last of l!-,ebruary the blacksmith resigned. Since then it has
been almost impossible for me to secure the services of such men as were qualified to fill the position for the compensation I was authorized to pay ; the
depreciation of the c1.:i.rrency, as before stated, having reduced the salaries to so
small a stipend that it was difficult to find good mechanics willing to work for
such pay. Of all the first employes the teacher and farmer only remain, and
they have performed their duties faithfully and well.
It being found impracticable to finish the school building so that the teacher
could commence his labors in his proper department, in accordance with the
plans proposed to be adopted on this reservation, it was deemed unadvisable to
attempt the formation of classes, or commence any schoo1 organization. He
baR, however, faithfully devoted himself to cultivating the most friendly relations
with the children, and teaching the youth practically the cultivation of the soil.
He is always at his post in the daily exercise of kindly offices among the Indians, and has already obtained an influence among both old and young that
must be productiYc of gbod results.
'£he farmer has been indefatigable fn his department, and shows as the result
of his labors, assisted by Indians, somE;l fifteen acres of land redeemed from the
worst condition realized upon earth, besides valuable as~;istance rendered the
mechanics on the buildings. Early in the spring I directed an issue of potatoes
to be made to such of the Indians as were desirous of planting; these, together
with such as they had procured from other sources, were accordingly planted,
principally by those Indians residing at the village of Hoset, .and the remainder
at 'l'sooess.
I have examined their crops, which look well. The Indians themselves cultivate much mor·e land this year than formerly. Although, as I have remarked in
my former report, these Indians are not in any sense an agricultural people, but
derive their subsistence almost entirely from the ocean, still, it is gratifying to
record an evidence of their willingness to turn their attention to the cultivation
of t: :e soil, and it is reasonable to hope that the next season will be productive
of sti1J greater rC'sults. I am of the opinion that much benefit will be derived by
encouraging them in their fisheries, and teaching them the proper method of
preparing theh· fish for sale. By havin'g a cooperage connected with the reser-

566

REPORT OF THE

SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR.

vation, and supplying them with nets and salt, they could annually take greater
quantities of :fish, which could be sold for their benefit.
The Ind1ans belonging to this agency have been free from sickness to any
extent during the past year. There has been no epidemic among tb~n, . and but
few deaths. I was apprehensive that the small-pox, which was prevailing among
the Indians at Victoria and other places on the Straits of Fuca and Puget's
sound, would make its appearance here, and intended to have all vaccinated,
but they appear to have a superstitious feeling adverse to the operation, which
has limited my efforts. Fortunately, however, there has been no case of smaHpox among them. Your attention is respectfully called to the report of the
physician. I am happy in being able to report that during the past year there
have been but few instances of drunkenness among the Indians under my charge.
What liquor they do obtain is sold by a few unprincipled vagabonds who do not
actually come within the limits of the reservation, but either trade off their
alcohol among the Indians on the opposite shores of the straits or else at
Clallam bay, from whence by Indians it reaches this reserve.
r.rhe presence of an armed vessel in our waters, wblch could occasionally
make summary arrests of these whiskey-tradingM)Oats and schooners, would
most effectually aid me in my endeavors to suppress the use of intoxi9ating
drink among the Indians under my charge. 'l_lhe perfect impunity with which
the whiskey-traders carry on their traffic on the waters of Puget's sound, Hood's
canal and Ji..,uca straits has emboldened them to that degree that they treat with
contempt any endeavor to bring them to justice. And the only reason why
this reservation is so comparatively free from their visits is the distance from
the settlements up the sound, and the dislike the whiskey-tradert<, with one or
two exceptions, have to the long· voyage down Fuca straits. Still we are at all
times liable to their visits, made under the specious pretence of trading with the
Indians for fish or oil; but could it be once known that an arme4 steamer was
here which would co-operate with us in our endeavors to suppress them, there
is no doubt on my mind that the whiskey-boats would soon disappear.
During the past winter I have been apprehensive of an attack upon thP
lVIakahs by Indians living on Vancouver's island. An Indian belonging to this
tribe, while on a trading voyage last fall among the Indians, killed a chief of the
Ashoset band of the Nittinat tribe: r_rhese Indians threatened not only to attack
the 1\fakahs, but to burn the reservation buildings, and for several months the
Indians were in a state of constant alarm. I was enabled, however, in an interview I had with some of tho headmen of the Clyoquot and Nittinat tribes to
make them fully understand that any attempt of foreign Indians, either upon
the government buildings or the India,ns under my charge, would be promptly
visited upon _them, and happily e1fected a peaceful settlement of the difficulty .
without being obliged to appeal either to our own officials or the authorities at
Victoria who have these Indians in charge; and in this conuexion I would suggest, as I have before remarked, that if any of our naval vessels would occasiona1ly visit this portion of the Uni'tccl States, the presence of a display of
force would have a most salutary effect 011 the Indians belonging to this reservation, as well as those who live on the Vancouver side of Fuca straits, and who
can at any time make good their threats of an attack. It should be borne in
mind that this is on the most remote frontiel) of the northwestern domain of the
United States; that we are only distant across the Straits of Fuca some fifteen
miles from a po·werful tribe of Indians subject to Great Britain; that in case of
an attack ~e are powerless to defend oursel ves, and that they are only held in
check by the gunboats of the British navy. The only armed vessel of the
United States on the Straits of Fuca and Puget's sound is the revenue cutter
Joseph Lane, and at the present time she is without a commander holding a
.commission. I am, by the absence of naval forc P, without any means to corn-
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pel good behavior on the part of Indians in my charge, or to defend them or
the government property from attacks of British Indians.
I subjoin a copy of the estimates forwarded to you under date of August 3,
and I would respectfully urge the necessity of having the 1·equisite funds
promptly forwarded that the work may be prosecuted with vigor . .
':rhe practical working of the various employes in their respective departments,
so far as applies to the direct benefit to the Indians, will be greatly retarded
until sufficient buildings are:erEcted as dwellings for the employes, and the buildings now commenced completed. At present all tpe employes are quartered in
the school building, which necessarily prevents the teacher from having that
quiet which the nature of his avocations particularly demands. I expect the
smith's shop to be so far completed in a few weeks that the blacksmith and
farmer can reside in a portion of the building which can be temporarily fitted
up for the purpose, ancl shall proceed as soon as practicable to erect a carpenter's
shop.
As no appropriations have been received for dwellings for employes, I have
not felt justified in building any such, and have endeavored to make the employes comfortable in their present quarters, which are not proper to be occupied
any length of time, and I respectfully ask for the requisite funds that will enable
me to have suitable dwellings erected without delay, and, if possible, before the
winter sets in.
·
The reports herewith submitted are those of the teacher, farmer and physician.
There are none from blacksmith or carpenter. Different persons held those
positions during the past year, and their labors have been wholly on the buildings, arid not directly for the Indians.
With regard to the statistical returns of the school and farm in accordance
·with blank forms recently received by me, I have to state that there can be no
report of the products of the farm until the crops are harvested, for it should be
borne in mind that our work of clearing land did not commence until July of
last year, and that no planting was done until the present spring, when the crop
that is now ripening was put into the earth. This consists of potatoes, oats,
barley :mel garden vegetables. The whole crop has suffered severely from ravages of the cut-worm, but I think there will be an average yield as compared
with other crops in the northwestern portion of the Territory.
I am unable to furnish statistics in relation to schools, for reasons stated in
another portion of this report relative to the unfinished state of the school building and the occupancy of the small portion that is habitable by the whole of the
employes ; and until some real. practical results are obtained, it seems to me not
to be in accordance with the requir.ements of the department to fill up blanks
with returns that will not bear the investigation of a rigid scrutiny. I will
remark again that the employes are faithfully laboring to produce results which
I trust will show in the next annual report of this agency all that the most
sanguine could anticipate.
HENRY A. WEBSTER, .Agent.
CALVIN

H.

HALE,

Esq.,

SupeTinten'dent of Indian .Ajjairs for TVasl~ington T erritory.

MEDICAL REPORT.
INDIAN RESERVATION, NEEAH BAY,
lVasl~ington Territory, Aug'ltst

20, 1863.
I have the honor to lay before you my report of the sanitary condition
of the Makah tribe of Indians during the three months I have held the office
SIR:

..
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of physician to tho reservation. From the brio£ period over which my term of
office has extended my report cannot bat be meagre in its details. Nevertheless,
while noticing generally the condition of their health in so far as it has come
under my observation, I may review briefly, and with advantage to any future
holder of my office, the circumstances which affect the medical attendant in his
relation to his patients. Most noticeable amongst these latter is the unsatisfactory nature of the intercommunication between physician and Indian, arising
from the want of a common tongue, the Suicook jargon being known to but a
very limited number among the Indi~ns of this tribe. Also may be noticed a
diffidence and some little distrust on the part of the Indian-'-feelings which are,
perhaps, not altogether unnatural. Seeing in the white man only an enemy,
they cannot easily comprehend acts of benevolence on his part toward themselves; and invariably exacting payment for their own services, however small,
they are at a loss to account for services for which no reward is asked, and hence,
perhaps in some _· cases, suspect a hidden and hostile motive. '11his feeling, however, I believe to be far from strong, and to exist only amongst some of the
older members of the tribe. Another circumstance which has to some extent
placed a limit on more frequent intercourse with them is the situation of their
summer residence, not easy of frequent access. Still, as the motives which
govern the legislature in its action with respect to the Indian are based not only
on policy but also on the most unquestionable and praiseworthy desire for his
welfare, these must be regarded as obstacles easily- overcome; nor must it be
inferred that because only little good is done in a little time, that much good may
not be done with a sufficiently long stay amongst them; and by acquiring their
confidence, a physician may materially alleviate their condition.
Of their sanitary condition it may be said generally to be much above that
of the Indians of the neighboring coasts, and whose villages are more frequented
by white men than those of these are. To the absence of those visits, indeed~
may their greater freedom from disease be in great measure attributed; for 'while
the promiscuous intercourse of the two races is productive of scarcely any
advantage to either, it entails upon the savage forms of disease to which, we
may presume, he bas in his natural state ever been' a stranger. Syphilis, with
its allied diseases, and small-pox-diseases which, in the case of the Indian,
almost invariably appear in their most 'malignant form, and which are fast
devastating the tribes on the adjacent island of Vancouver and the northwest
coast and main land of the continent, are here almost unknown. The only
instance
any disease of the first kind which has come under my notice bas
been one of secondary syphilis, attacking the "retina" of the eyes, and producing blindness. The subject of the atta~k was an Indian who bad been
staying, I believe, at Victoria, Vancouver's island, and had there contracted the
disease. Of small-pox there has not been a single case, an immunity which
• may, in great measure, be due to the precautionary measure you bad yourself
taken, previous to my arrival, of vaccinating the greater number of them.
With regard to other diseases, they are those whieh one would naturally expect
to find amongst a people whose means of guarding against the inclemency of
their situation are so scanty, and whose personal habits are so filthy. The most
formidable are phthisis or consumption, and scrofula or "king's evil." Cases of
the fol'mer are, however, far from being of very common occurrence, and the
tendency to it, naturally arising from exposure, is, on the other hand, counteracted
by the oil which forms so large a proportion of their food. Instances of scrofula
are less uncommon, though here again the sea-side atmosphere exerts a highly
modifying and preventive influence. The personal condition of the children
of the tribe is, however, so nnclean tha.t strumous affections (i. e., scrofulous) of
the glands, manifested by enlargements in the neck and armpits, of the skin,
and of the eyes, constituting what is termed" strumous ophthalmia," are common.
Strumous affections of the eyes are often met wit,h, too, amongst the aged. Oases
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of enlargement of the liver, and other diseases of the aigestive apparatus, acute
and chronic rheumatism, common cold, acute and chronic bronchitis, sore throat,
showing itself generally on the supervention of clamp weather, mammy abscesse:i
(sores of the breast) occurring in females after child-birth-all these are diseases
found among them.
Another circumstance· which goes far to raise their condition above that of
other tribes is the very small amount of alcoholic drink which finds its way
among them; and I may here be permitted to mention, though it scarcely falls
within my province, as a proof of your moral influence over this tribe, the
readiness with which, on a recent occasion, when a neighboring tribe brought
a large quantity of whiskey with them, information was given you of its presence,
and the readiness with which it was intrusted to your safe-keeping until they
departed. In conclusion, permit me to thank you for the manner in which
you have supported me in my intercourse with the tribe. My thanks are also
due to Mr. Swan, the teacher.
·
I have the honor to remain yours, obediently,

JOSEPH A. DAVIES.
H. A.

WEBSTER,

Esq., .Agent.

MAKAH I~DlAN RESERVATJO.V,

Neeah Bay, liVisconsin ·Territory. August 27., 1863.
Sm: In accordance with your request, I herewith present a report of such
matters of interest as have transpired during the past year in the school department of this agency.
~-,inding it impracticable to attempt forming classes, both from the fact that
the Indians removed to their summer residences during the whole of the time
since last spring to the present, rendering it impossible to have any regular
attendance at school, as well as the fact that th e school-house was not completed,
I have devoted my time to directing the attention of the children (who occasionally come to this part of the reservation where the government buildings are
located) to the effects produced by the .cultivation of the soil.
Early in the spring the farmer prepared a small piece of ground containing
some ten or twelve square rods, for the pu:t:pose of raising early vegetables and
garden seeds, and at the same time prepared a flower bed, which was· planted
with shrubs and annuals, and also set out some strawberry plants, and currant
and gooseberry bushes. 'rhe preparing of this little patch was the cause of
great interest, and called forth an evidence of that superstitious prejudice with
which all have to contend in their first intercourse with Indians. '.rhe sowing
of seeds was to them a eource of great deliberatioh, not only the children, but
the adults, believing, or pretending to believe, that we were working some bad
spells or "tomanawos" whieh would bring trouble on the tribe, and the accidental sickness of one or two Indians who lived near was attributed to the bad
effects of the "medicine"
had put into the earth.
They had seen potatoes planted, but nothing more, and could not understand
how the little seeds they saw us sow could prod~1ce great plants. But as the
season advanced, and they saw the little plants appear, and finally the flowers
burst forth in bloom, their fears and doubts gave way to feelings of interest,
and with the growth of the plants came a belief that we were really working
for their good. 'rheir interest has been such, that they have never attempted
to destroy or injure a single thing, and when we remember what rough usage a
party of undittciplined white children would have given to a little, unprotected
garden, where ripening strawberries and currants would tempt their appetites,
it is gratifying to witness the eager interest of these little savages that nothing

we
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-should be harmed. · As the vegetables matured, the farmer gave them freely
lettuce and radishes, of which they soon became very fond, and gave them a
taste of the strawberries and currants. They thus found that there were other
articles of food than they had been accustomed to find iu the woods, and have
not only acquired new ideas of practical value, but have gained an increased
.confidence in us that we are indeed striving for their benefit.
Both the farmer and myself have been constant in our endeavors to teach
the children the method of planting, and have explained, as far as they were
~ble to understand, the results that would ensue.
The flowers in particular attracted their attention. The daisies, which first
appeared, were objects· of great interest; these succeeded by pansies, pinks and
roses, excited their admiration ; but \Yhen the scarlet poppies opened in full
bloom they were delighted, and nothing appeared to gratify both old and young
better than a bunch of poppies to stick in their hair.
Every operation connected with the farm, whether of ploughing, planting
potatoes, or sowing garden seed or grain, has been watched by them with in-terest. I have not deemed it prudent or advisable to endeavor to induce them
-to attempt anything in planting on their own account until they shall see the.
result of thi~ season. 'They will see that what I have explained to them has··
proved true, and the lessons thus learned will have a salutary effect in inducing
-them another year to try for themselves.
The children, without exception, are very fond of pictures, and always are
.gratified when permitted to examine the vm·ious sketches I have made during
my residence among the coast tribes. At such times I introduce the pictorial
.alphabet, and thus have induced them to view that also as an object worthy of
their special consideration, and without appearing to urge them to learn. I
have seyeral who are nearly perfect in that elementary branch.
I have induced the children to take an interest in making· collections of specimens of natural history, and have by this means been able to secure a large
assortment which I would not otherwise have obtained, and which from time
to time have been forwarded by me to the Smithsonian Institution at Washington.
I believe that an abrupt attempt to introduce our forms of school teaching
.amoBg them would not be attended with practical benefit, and am of the opinion
that the course I have adopted of first gaining their confidence, and then·
gradually instructing them as fast as they are capable of being taught, although
a metho'd not calculated to make a brilliant report in my own favor, will be of
real lasting benefit to them.
It should be borne in mind that these little savage boys and girls ha-ve much
to learn before they are fitted to receive the instruction imparted in our infant
schools. Our children are from their infancy taught such habits of civilization
.as enables them to receive elementary instruction, and those who suppose that
schools can be commenced among Indian children as readily as among whites,
can have but little appreciation of the labors of a teacher who has to contend
with the prejudices of the parents and the savage habits of their children.
We may, without the fear of being charged with egotism, compare our relations with this tribe most favorably wit.h those of the first settlers at N eeah bay.
In 1790, Lieutenant Quimper, by order of the Spanish commandant at
Nootka, attempted a settlement in this bay, ancl erected a stockade fort not
many .rods from the present site of our school-house. The manner of those
Spaniards towards these natives was harsh, tyrannical and unjust. From the
-first they were objects of distrust and suspicion,. and their actions soon brought
about a feeling of deadly hatred, which eventuated in the intruders being
<>bliged to abandon their attempt at founding a colony. Nothing remains of
the old fort save a few tile which are occasionally dug out from beneath the
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heaps of rubbish which cover them; eYen .the name of the Spaniard is almost
forg9tten, or remembered with feelings of detestation and contempt.
How different is our present position; without arms, without any show of
force, we have peacefully come among them and erected our dwellings, not
without remonstrance and opposition, it is true, but kind words and kind treatment have wrought a change in their superstitions and prejudiced minds, so
that now, instead of being objects of aversion and distrust, they view us as their
friends.
Since the days of the Spaniards this tribe has been looked upon as wild,
treacherous, and full of evil deeds. It is only necessary to examine the reports
of the Commissioner of Indian Affairs for the past six years to show that up to
a vety recent period, the Indians of Cape Flattery were regarded as the most
dangerous tribe on the whole coast of this r.rerritory.
We may well ask what has caused this marked change in the manners of
this wild and savage tribe, and if we cannot, with these our annual returns,
send in blank forms filled up with glowing statistics. We can point to these
facts and feel that our presence here, even for the short time since the reservation has been in operation, has not been without a moral effect, which gives us a
favorable anticipation that another season will yield a richer harvest to our
labors.
Very respectfully, your most obedient servant,
JAMES G. SWAN,
Teacher if Agricult,u ral and Industrial School.
H. A. WEBSTBR,
Ind~·an Agent, Neeah Bay, Washington Territory.

•

MAKAH I~DIAN RESERVATION,

Neeah Bay, August 27, 1863.
Sm: In accordance with your instructions I herewith submit my report of
the farming department of this reservation. On the 17th of July, 1862, I commenced clearing the land at .N eeah village for the buildings to be erected and
for cultivation. It was the worst piece of land to clear that I ever saw. Although the soil was gooc1, ye~ it was covered with a very heavy thicket of brush,
among which some logs, stumps and fallen timber and standing trees, some of
which measured ten feet through at the but.
I have cleared off up to the present time about fifteen acres of this land, and
have fenced in seven and a half acres of potatoes, two and a half of barley,
one and a half of oats, and half an acre of garden vegetables. The cut-worm
has been very destructive to the crops; still they promise well, and I think will
yield as good a harvest as the average of the crops on the sound.
I have planted every variety of seed that I could obtain, for the purpose of
trying· the experiment to find out what will do the best, and am confident that
my experience of this year will enable me another season to seleCt such crops
as will be best adapted to this climate. A large portion of my time, since
planting, has been occupied in assisting· the mason and carpenter, and in hauling
materials for the buildings; still I have found time to keep on with clearing,
and think before winter sets in, that I will have all the land cleared in the
vicinity of the buildings that I think will be worth clearing.
I think, considering the difficulties I have bad to encounter of bringing under
cultivation a very bad piece of land, and the trouble I have had in getting the
Indians to work profitably, that I have got reasori to feel satisfied with the results of the year.
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I have succeeded with the Indians in now having them to work much better
than was to have been. expected, and I think another year will prove still better ·
than the last.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
GEORGE JONES,
Farmer, Makalt Indian Reservat-ion.

J U~E 30, 1863.
SIR: I l1ave the honor to submit the following as my annual report for the
year ending this day. Under instructicns from your office on the 23d of
August, 1862, I turned over the Nez Perce Indian agency to Sub-Agent J. W.
Anderson, esq., and proceeded to the :Flathead Indian agency and relieved
Agent Owen on the first day of December, 1862. The condition in which I
found that agency, and the manner in which the public business had been
managed by the late agent, I relatecl in my report dated December 2, 1862.
I regret that I cannot make a favorable report of the present condition of the
Flathead agency; on the contrary, matters there are in such ~ deplorable condition as to be a living shame against the government for its bad faith in
non-complying with its treaty stipulations with this Indian nation.
It is now seven months since I called your attention to the exact position of
affairs there, and fully stated what should be provided to put this agency on a
basis to carry out the spirit of the treaty, but up to this time I am not advised
that one step has been taken to set things aright.
The Indians are loud and earnest in their complaints, and have lost confidence
in ever again believing that anything willbe done for them, and a firm, open,
growing manifestation is exhibited that they will, on their side, abrogate the
treaty in consequence of the utter failure of the government on its part to perform its obHgations. They say that they will take back the lands sold by them 111
in 1855, becaus.e they haYe receiYed no payment. They know that a large
invoice of goods were sent them in part payment for their lands, .but they say
they will not go down to Fort Owen and pay their money or their furs for
their own goods, and if they cannot haYe them without charge they will take
back their lands.
There is no spirit of warlike hostility among thetn ag·ainst the whites in consequence of this short-coming; they Yiew it simply as a business matter. If they
sell their land, they want compensation. If no pay comes, like the white man,
they want their property back; and it becomes the government now to take
this matter in hand and rectify these existing grievances. . Not only justice to
the Indians demands it, but the growing importance of that region impcratiYely
requires it. The proximity of the late discovered gold-fields of Beaver Head,
Deer Lodge, Big Hole, and other mines to the reserYation, which are attracting
the attention of so many of our citizens, will soon produce collision between
the races, unless prompt and effective measures are taken to isolate the Indians
in their own country, assist them therein, and regulate their intercourse with
the whites. At present the Indians roam oYer the mountains, valleys, streams,
settlements and mining camps, wholly unrestrained, ancl mix at will with the
whites. r.rhey ;:;teal horses from the whites, and the whites in return steal their
stock, and, as usual, plunder them when dru:pk. r.rhese things must stop if it is
intended to preserYe this people, and it can only be accomplished by the prompt
intervention of the: goYernment.
These short-comings engender demoralization among the neighboring tribes
as well as to them. r.rhe Spokanes, Colvilles, Creur d' Alenes, Lower Pend
d'Oreilles, who are friendly to them, and who haYe not yet been treated with,
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sneer at this people for their large hopes which they had boasted would be
realized from the treaty, and'' twittingly asked them to show their farms and
agricultural implements, clothing, school::~, and the other fine promises made by
Governor Stevens. These things are heartfelt with these Indians,. and the old
men of the tribe look with sorrow on the fact that they cannot rebut these flings
by pointing· to real evidences of the good faith of the white man's chief.
As I related in my report of December 2, 1862, substantially all that was
stipulated by the Stevens treaty of 1855 is yet unfulfilled.
By that agreement the government was to make a first payment to the nation
of thirty-six thousand dollars . The account of this sum, twenty-four thousand
dollars, was sent to them in articles, many of which were frivolous, and most of
them unfit for their substantial requirements, and though I stated in my December report that they had received only about one-half oLthe articles, I really
have no data to arrive at the precise amount of distribution. Of these goods
the Kootenais got nothing; what the Pend d'Oreilles received was a mere bagatelle ; but the small band. of :Flatheads proper got more in proportion than the
others.
My predecessor's accounts, when received, will probably state what the actual
distribution was ; and)1e informs me that he was compelled to sell to himself
the balance, to re-imburse the freight money advanced by him to transport the
invoice from Fort Benton to his office at Fort Owen.
It is expressly ::;tated in the treaty that the transportation of annuities shall
not be paid out of annuity moneys, and if the late agent was compelled to sell a
portion of the annuities to pay the transportation of the whole, and though such
proceeding be very irregular, there is duo to the nation on the first instalment
the amount of sales made by him for that purpose.
•
·
Therefore, assuming· .that twelve thousand ·dollars of that invoice was thus
sold, add to that sum the deficiency in the payment, not shipped, of twelve
thousand dollars, there remains a total payment due on the first instalment of
twenty-four thousand dollars.
By communication of Commissioner to your office dated March 19, 1863, (a
copy of which was furnished me,) it appears that Superintendent Kendall
received five thousand dollars for the second instalment of annuities; Agent
Owen five thousand two hundred and forty dollars for the third instalment of
annuities; and that there is in your hands the sum of four thousand five hundred
dollai'::; applicable on the fourth instalment, being in the year ending this day.
None of these last amounts bave been invested in annuities, and the nation have
received no annuities whatever, except as mentioned above as par.t payment of
the first instalment; consequently there is due to them for the three years
ending even date with this the sum of eighteen thousand dollars;· from which
sum deduct. the amount of four thousand five hundred, leaving thirteen thousand
five hundred, to be added to the before-mentioned sum of twenty-four thousand;
making the total aggregate of deficiency of annuity money due to the Flathead
nation this day, the large amount of thirty-seven thousand five hundred dollars.
In my estimate of funds for this agency fe>r the incowing year I shall include
that amount, and I earnestly recommend that you urge an appropriation to cover
that deficiency due the Flathead nation.
One of the active causes that have produced the demoralization of this agency
is the insufficiency of the annuities sent, both in quality and kind. They were
selected without regard to the wishes of. the Indians, and without regard to their
substantial 'vants. Not only that, but the failure of the department to promptly
send every season the whole amount called for by thE' treaty. It appears to
have been the constant practice of the department to withhold a part of each
year's stipulation, notwithstanding Congress regularly appropriates the required
sum, as shown by the first instalment under this treaty, and find twelve thousand dollars withheld; the second, one thousand ; the third, seven hundred and
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sixty dollars; the fourth, fifteen hundred dollar~. Why this should be I cannot
imagine. I am certain that the Indian nation never has committed any depre·
dation that would warrant such a withholding of their payments. Another cause
is the failure to provide adequate means for transportation : this has been a living
evil from the initiation of the treaty. Out of the appropriations made for payments of transportation of first instalments, not a dollar was found to pay i!land
carriage from Fort Benton to the ·reservation-this to be effected in an expensive country; so my predecessor was compelled to sell a portion of the annuities
to pay the charges thereon; and the Indians lose their goods, or are interminably delayed in getting them. 'I'his is not acting in good faith to the Indians;
they find out these things, and many grievances of this sort stagger their faith
in the government. All these past evils can be remedied in the future; and if
the department will submit the proper estimates to cover their ·expenses, there
is no fear that Congress will be backward in making the needful appropriations.
I again recommend that the annuities and supplies be shipped from St. Louis,
Mo., via Fort Benton. The freight and charges on such Sllipment will be not
less than 7 5 per cent. of prime cost. 'I'he list of annuities submitted to you in
December, together with requisitions for supplies, tools, &c., I also recommend ·
be forwarded the ensuing season.
In consequence, as I informed you in my December report, of my predecessor
having disposed of all the stock, agricultural implements, material, &c., belonging to the agency, I have beert able to accomplish but little in carrying on the
farming and other work of the reservation, and have thought it best to have no
other employes than just sufficient to keep up the agenc.y in the most economical manner. By the continual withholding of the appropriations, I am not able
to procure the mOr>t necessary implements or seed, and consequently am unable
to make a firf?t start. 'I'he same reason will apply to the further obtaining of
employes, and will cause, for the future, until funds are supplied, an abandonment of the agency by all the employes.
As you have repeatedly been advised, it is impossible to retain employes at
the distant reservations, unless they are subsisted by the government. At the
present time that agency is out of subsistence, and not having any funds to
purchase more, and this being the only season of the year when subsistence
can be transported across the mountains, will cause, by present appearance, the
agency to be abandoned till next year, and all things under the treaty to come
to a dead stop.
This agency, one of the most distant removed of any in the whole Indian
department jurisdiction, and encompassed as it is by heavy snowy mountains,
and accessible but a few months in the year, must be supplied with funds for
its maintenance annually in advance. The agent located there can make but
one journey each year to the superintendency to obtain funds and supplies, and
at that time he must receive all the money for his agency applicable for the enusing year. It must be borne in mind that the persons who take positions as
employes on rese.rvations are those whose circumstances in life will not warrant
them in waiting long for their wages, and to secure the services of good men,
they must be paid promptly. This can only be done at that distant agency by
the agent having in hand th~ annual appropriation, so that his quarterly payments can be made when due. In the present condition of affairs, therefore,
having no money to pay such salaries, or purchase such subsistence, or to obtain
any of the necessary material for conducting that agency, and the Indian department having no credit to obtain either labor, transportation, or supplies, I
expect that such employes as I uow have will resign, ancl the impossibility of
obtaining others will necessitate me to abandon the agency until the department
will establish the principle of forwarding the appropriations, as above stated.
I regard it as extremely unfortunate that the }-,latheacl agency was located at
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the present site. Scarcely a point on the whole reservation could have been
selected that would unite less ad.vantages than the present one. By reference
to the map that I herewith transmit, you will observe that the agency is located
on the east end of the J ocka valley; no Indians ever lived in this valley,
and in all probability never will live here, there being no soil in the valley, and
it being fit only for grazing purposes.
The present bands now on the reserve reside in the Sa-ni-elem valley, about
twenty miles distant from the agency. There is good soil, well wooded ~nd
watered,· and immense stock ranges, which seldom suffer from deep snows ; and
whenever other bands belonging to the treaty are brought on the reserve, they will
be located in this vicinity. lVIy opinion is that the agency should be located on
the Prnin river, near the Hudson's Bay Company's store. There the public
building~ can be erected in close convenience, it affording excellent mill seats~
fine fertile land, and being sufficiently near the Indian villages to afford all the
benefits of the agency to the Indians, as well as to keep them more directly
under the supervision of the agent.
In addition to the other disadvantages, the present agency is located on a
"gravel patch," the soil yielding only ten or twelve bushels of wheat to the acre.
The mill site is two miles distant, in the mountains, and is only accessible for
wagons by passing over a mountain, thereby making the transportation of lumber difficult and expensive; and for all Indian purposes the present saw-mill
there, and flouring mill required to be built by the treaty, are utterly valueless.
'ro change the locatiou of the agency, the large expenditures at the mill would
have to be abanJoued; but this appears to me to be a minor consideration,
when compared with the substantial benefit that would result to the: tribe by a
re-location at a proper point. The improvements at the agency tl1<1t would be
lost by the change would be merely nominal. 'l'he fence around the farm would
be the chief loss, the agency buildings being trifling and not fit for a white
man's residence. So strongly am I impressed with the advantages of this
change, that I think it would be squandering labor and money to make any additional improvements at the present agency, ~nd will wait instructions as to
what shall be decidecl by the department in the premises. In my estimates of
funds, I shall recommend an appropriation of twenty-five thousand dollars for
the removal of the agency to the point before mentioned. This sum will inclnde and be sufficient for the building of a flouring and saw-mill, shops, schoolhouses, hospital, houses for employes, and the other necessary buildings for the
good establishment of an Indian agency.
'rhe tribes confederated in this treaty are the Flatheads, Upper Pend d'Oreilles,
and Kootenays. 'rhe Flatheads, numbering about three hundred and fifty souls~
reside in the Bitter Root valley, near Fort Owen; the Pend d'Oreilles live on
the reservation, and number about nine hundrecl souls; the Kootenays live to
the north of the reservation, more particularly in British Columbia; they are
properly British Indians rather than American Indians; their number is approximately about one thousand souls, making the total population of the J-11 lathead
nation two thousand two hundred and fifty souls. They all make the chase an
important consideration for their subsistence, yet they manifest considerable inclination for agriculture. 'I'he Flatheads especially have very creditable farms,
but thei1; operations in this branch are necessarily restricted for want of agricultural implements; they have but few ploughs among them, and for such implements as they do possess they are not at all indebted to the government.
Article 11th of the treaty with the Elathead nation provides that the Bitter
Root valley shall be surveyed and examined, and if shown to be better adapted to
the wants of the l!""'~lathead nation than tho general reservation, that a portion of
that Yalley shall be made a separate reservation for that tribe. It is fully time
now that the status of that tribe should be permanently established. . Let them
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be located comfortably in that valley, as contemplated in that article, or, what
would be infinitely better and will be their final destiny, cause them to come on
the general reservation. In consideration of the discoveries of gold mines
.directly in their vicinity, tho attention of citizens has been attracted to that
spot for farming purposes. Already a number of persons have located farms in
that valley, despite of such settlement being interdicted, and they have such a
foothold there now that the government will never employ force to remove them;
and before the present season closes, I have assurances for believing that all
tlie desirable agricultural portions of the valley will be occupied by American
farmers. rl'his removal c~nnot be effected with their willing consent. Li~e all
other Indians, they have an attachment for their original homes; but in thi~ case
it is a necessity, equally as mueh so as what caused the late arrangement with the
Nez Perces. A few dozen of these people are occupying· about four hundred
square miles of valley, which would support a white population of thousands,
and the inevitable fact is that the whites are now taking their lands.
'I'here is on tbe general reservation abundance of equally as good land for
them, and where the winters are not as rigorous, aud the Pend d'Oreilles, who
are their friends and speak ·the same language, are desirous that they ehould
come in and be their neighbors. 'I'be removal of this tribe would be attended
with expense, as it would be but justice that improved lands should be furnished
them in consideration of what they abandon; but I deem this expense legitimately chargeable on the before-mentioned annuity fund ofthh·ty-seven thousand
five hundred dollars. During last winter the Commissioner of Indian .Affairs
made a contract with Father Brouillet for the tuition of a' certain number of Indian children of the Flathead nation, which teaching was to be performed by
the Jesuit fathers of St. Ignatius mission. This contract, I believe, >v:as approved by you on the twenty-third instant. Reverend Father Joseph Giordi,
superior chief of tl1e ~ocky mountain missions, informed me that ] 1ather Brouillet
was not of their order, and entered into that contract without authority from the
society; and the terms of the engagement being objectionable for many reasons,
he declines, on behalf of St. Ignatius mission, accepting the contract. Ou the
first of the ensuing month I propose to place the school interest of the rc~erva
tion in the charge of Reverend J.father Grassi, of that mission, allowing him the
salary provided by law. If n1y previous recommendation for appropriation for
building the necessary school-house and for boarding and clothing the scholar5
is made, I think, under the direction of Father Grassi, a school will be conducted
which will reflect the highest praise on his efforts.
I enclose to you he~·ewith }..,ather Giordi's non-acceptance of Father Bronil:
let's contract. r.rhere is no reservation in the entire Indian department jurisdiction that more particularly requires the continual presence of United States
troops than the Flath~ad reservation. 111y experience has shown that whenever
there is a proximity of white men's active interest to an Jndian country, more
especially where such interests result from the fact proceeding from events
caused by the development of the gold country, such interests are antagonists
to the red man, and are constantly manifested in encroachment on their fixed
rights, trespass on their property, or abuse of their persons. rro check in the
incipiency encroachments which, if permitted to run, would eud in great evils,
requires the conetant services of the military. In that distant country there are
no courts of l:tw where offenders against the intercourse law can be arraigned,
and I strongly recommend the establishment of a military post to be located convient to the reservation .
. In December last I made a requisition on General Alvord for n tvm-company
post to be built at Hell's Gnte, Washington Territory. 'The general warmly
concurred in the necc8sity of such a post, but his well-directcc1 and earnest
.efforts to effect the object, I regret to state, have not been successful. If General
Alvord's intelligent policy in assisting the Indian dq)artmcnt was better sus-

REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR.

577

tained, the management of our Indian relations would not only reflect great
credit on the service, but it would accomplish the des~red end of permanent
economy and efficiency.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
OIIARLES HUTCHINS,
United States Indian Agent, Wasl~ington Territory.

c. H. HALE,

Superzntendent Indian Affairs, Olympia, Washington Te1-ritm·y.

TuLALIP~

August 25, 1863.

SIR: I l1ave the honor herewith to enclose you this my annual report for

1863, and such other reports of employes as I have deemed of importance.
I will refer briefly to such improvements as have been made during the year
by the Inuians, as well as by the government, and make such suggestions as
my experience dictates to be proper.
I woulu respectfully refer you to the report of C. C. Finkboner, assistant
farmer, in charge of the Lummi reservation. These Indians show more disposition to work and reside upon their reservation than any Indians under my
charge; they are more healthy, and are under very good subjection. They
may
considered as just beginning to understand what the intentions of the
government are in relation to them.
I have distributed recently thirty-five thousand feet of lumber among them
for building purposes; but unless there is constantly some one with them to
instruct them, we cannot expect any very great results. Mr. Finkboner has
improved their condition very much, and has almost entirely suppressed the
use of whil:!key among them. The Lummis will have an abundance of potatoes,
and will put up for their use a large amount of salmon. I have every reason
to be sati:5tied with this portion of the Indians under my charge.

uc

THE RESERVATION AT PERRY'S OR FIDALGO ISLAND.

This reservation last spring was under the charge of George Morse, assistant
farmer. On this reservation are the Skagets, Swodomiflh, &c., to the number
of twelve lnmrlreu. I had on this reservation ten acres of land ploughed and the
fences repaired last spring. The whole amount of land was planted in potatoes,
which are looking very well. There is no one in charge of these Indians at
present, except such time and attention as I am able to devote to them.
:Mr . .Morse, as::;i::,;tant, was discharged some time since, owing to a strong
probability that there would be no funds to pay him with, as Congress seems
to be determined to make no appropriations for any employes, except those
actually provided for by treaty. There bas never any large amou!lt of these
Indians resir1ed upon their reservation. For this no one can blame them. An
Indian will Ycry readily live anywhere, if there is any inducement for doing
so. "\Vithout some one to be with them, constantly in charge, to instruct them
and teach them the importance of cultivating industrious habits, and obeying
the instructions of those placed in charge of them, you can but expect that they
will soon retrace their steps, and renew all of their old habits. I am satisfied
that something could be done towards bringing about a better state of things
among these Inclians. Drunkenness could, in a great measure, be stopped, and
the Indians coulu be gradually collected; but it is nonsense to talk of those
things, without there is some one to take charge of them when collected on this
reservation. I could employ all of my time profitably at the central ngency,
at Tulalip, but, being so much divided with the other reservations, I fail to accomplish what otherwise might be done with the proper amount of employes.
37 I
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. The Port Madison and Muckleshoot reservations have until recently been in
charge of Hilery Butler. The Indiaus at Port .Madison have cleared some new
land, and planted a sufficient amount of potatoes for their own subsistence;
have set out some additional fruit-trees, and built several very creditable houses for
themselves, and have shown quite a disposition to do something to improve their
reservation and make a home for themselves. A large portion of these Indians
are inclined to roam about and make a pretty free use of whiskey. These
Indians are like all the rest-they require some one with them constantly, or
else very little can be effected for their good.
'.rhe Port Madison reservation should be definitely settled, as to the quantity
of land. Two sections of land is not enongh for them. • A larger amount
should be given them, so as to include some grazing land, that they may have
pasture land for stock. They seem to have been promised more than the
quantity of two sections, and their wishes in this respect should be gratified.
'rhe reservation at Muckleshoot, in my opinion, should be abandoned. I do
not deem it necessary here to report my reasons fully for this conclusion, as
they were fully set forth in my report of last year. The proper place for a
reservation is at the forks of Green and White rivers, where two sections of
land would be sufficient for all necessary purposes. This would only be required
for a temporary reservation, and no employes would be needed at this place.
The proper policy to be pursued in relation to these Indians (the Green and
White river bands) would be to finally induce them to live on the reservation
at Port Madison, and relieve the white settlers on those rivers of their presence.
THE TULALIP RESERVATION.

This is the central point, and the one of most importance, as here the largest
amount of improvements have been made. The employes proper under the
treaty are here located. During the past year ten acres of land have been
cleared on government account, for building sites, orchards, gardens, &c. A
good and substantial board fence encloses one-half of said land, and the balance
is enclosed with rails. Within this enclosure were set out, last spring, about
three hundred and fifty apple trees, and the balance of the land is planted
in vegetables for reservation purposes. 'The larger part of this enclosure is fit
only for fruit-trees, the soil being of inferior quality.
There has been manufactured during the past year at the saw-mill about two
hundred thousand feet of fir and cedar lumber, most of which has been distributed to the Indians for building, fencing, and various other purposes on the
reservation.
All of the government buildings at this place have been put in good rrpair
and whitewashed, and present a better appearance than they did one year ago.
There have been about four acres of land partially cleared for the purpose of
erecting buildings for the agricultural school. The land is of poor quality, and
I found that a change in locality was necessary. The present site is a beautiful one, with plenty of good water; but the land has to be cleared, like all of
the land on this reservation.
My carpenter and blacksmith have been employed during the summer repairing buildings, and have erected upon the school site two substantial houses,
one of which is completed, and the other will be completed by the end of September. These houses are thirty-two feet long and eighteen feet wide, with an
addition of twelve feet wide, the whole length, and are a story and a half high,
· to which I propose removing the school in a short time. Buildings for the purpose have been much needed. I propose to erect such other additional buildings as will be required, as fast as circumstances will admit of it.
'The amount of produce raised on the several reservations you will find
attached to this report.
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The Snohomish, Snoqualmie, and Skewamish live at '.fulalip. The lands
planted by these Indians have to be cleared. 'They can obtain very easily all
the subsistence they usually require from the products of the salt water, and it
is found very difficult to induce them to cultivate the soil and clear the land to
any considerable extent.
The work .of inducing the Indians to become tillers of the soil is no small
undertaking. It is the work of time to induce them to do these things. With
their fondness for gambling, drinking whiskey, and their excessively lazy
habits, I often feel discouraged. Indeed, it is very doubtful in my mind whether
any considerable amount of them can be induced to settle down upon their
reservations and di~card their old habits, and rely on the products of the soil
for a living. One thing is very certain-as long as they are allowed to roam
about, they will obtain whiskey, get drunk, and prostitute their women. The
influence that an agent can gain over them during the winter season, when they
are more around him, is, in a great measure, lost during their absence in the
summer, fishing and gathering berries. The only remedy for this is to assist
them in clearing the land, and when a sufficient amount is prepared, to require
them to live upon it and cultivate it. This delinquency on the part of the
Indians can be remedied to some extent by the payment of the annuity goods
to those who reside upon their reservations, cultivate the soil, and abstain from
drinking whiskey. There is no good reason why Indians who roam all over
the country should receive any part of the annuity goods. The system
pursued in paying out these goods, heretofore, indiscriminately, is a bad one;
It only furnishes those who are disposed, with the means to gamble and buy
whiskey. Let the annuities, hereafter, be paid out to those who merit them,
at the hands of the government, and devote the balance to clearing land and
buying stock. If such a policy should be adopted, it ought to be made general,
west of the Cascade mountains. It is my opinion that it would work a great
change in a short time. In relation to the school, I would respectfully refer
you to the report of Father Uhirouse. I feel very much encouraged with the
prospects of the school. It is really the foundation, and almost the only hope,
of the Indian in future years. }-,ather Chirouse is eminently qualified for the
position he holds, and when the school becomes properly established, the
necessary building" completed, and with a sufficient amount of assistance to
conduct the school, I have high hopes that it may meet the most sanguine
expectations of the government. The teacher has been untiring in his efforts
to improve the condition of th~ Indian youth, and, after years of toil, if his
efforts should prove a failure, he will have the satisfaction of knowing that it
was not for the want of energy and perseverance on his part.
A number of the Indians of the district visit Father Chirouse to receive
religious instruction. His efforts in this particular have been productive of
much good.
You are aware that to take the employes provided for in the treaty, and
divide them among· the several reservations, would totally defeat the objects of
the treaty. There would not be enough at any one point to accomplish anything of importance in the way of improvements. It is useless to talk of improvements on the several reservations, and the accumulation of property upon
them, without some one to take care of them. There is a saw-mill at this point,
as you are aware, but there do not seem to be any means provided to pay a
sawyer, or the expenses of running the mill. Some people may understand the
art of running it without means. I do not. I have had to incur more expenses
in replacing tools and renewing many things that were of a worthless character,.
which had increased liabilities more than they would otherwise have been.
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I would ask you to bring to notice the claims of individuals who have de
mands against the government on account of Indian reservations, in order that
their just demands may be liquidated at an early day.
Respectfully, your obedient servant,
S.D. HOWE,
Ind-ian Agent, Waslnngton. Territory.
Hon. C. H. HALE,
Superintendent cif Indian Affairs, Wasllington Te1·ritory.

PoRTLAND, June 28, 1863.
DEAR SIR: I include the completion of the schools at the Flathead reservaHon; but, in the mean time, I feel sorry that, by mistake, the contract letter
between Mr. Brouillet and government, confirmed by Mr. Hale, is already gone
to Vancouver, or to the Dalles, in my trunk ; and, therefore, I find myself in
the impossibility of sending it back to you at the present. But I give you my
word that I shall and will send it back, or have it delivered in your hands by
Fr. Grassi; and that I give entirely up such contract for the schools.
In the mean time, I beg to ask you if no money could be given in advance
for the commencement and school implements, which we should purchase
according to the terms of your proposition. Furthermore, wHl the salary be
paid in greenbacks, according to their nominal, or to the real, currency 1
Accept, Mr. agent, the expression of my respect and gratitude, and believe
me, respectfully, sir, your humble servant,
T. GIORDA,
Superior o/ Mission.

PoRTLAND, June 28, 1863.
DEAR SIR : I acknowledge having received your favor of last May in refer·ence to the schools for and at the Flathead reservation. In answer to it, I
accept the offer of those schools at the terms which you thought proper to fix
tin the same letter.
J3ut I beg to remark, that to have any schoo that would give satisfaction on
:both sides, it should be given to the fathers for a considerable length of time;
:for instance, for fifteen or twenty years, as government used to do with some
other missions in our neighborhood and abroad. Moreover, in consideration of
the Indian character, and conformably to the practice of other Indian schools,
.there should be an appropriation for boarding, clothing, medical attendance, &c.,
of the .I ndian boys and girls. And if this is agreed to by the government, it
becomes indispensable that another appropriation should be made for the necessary . buildings.
I :hope you can manage with the government so as to carry on this your
civilizing scheme, knowing as I do the interest you take in behalf of the poor
Indians .trusted to your fatherly care, as well as the highly laudable intentions
and dispositions of the United States government concerning the Indian tribes
that have been treated with.
.
I ramain, respectfully, sir, your humble servant,
FR. JOSEPH GIORDA,
Superior o/ the Ind'ian Misswns in tlte Rocky Mountains.
Mr. HUTCHINS,
Flathead Indian Agent, Portland, Oregon.
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LuMMI RESERVATION, August 16, 1863.
DEAR Sm : Agreeably to your request, I have the honor herewith to transmit
my annual report. I took charge of this reservation October 22, 1862. However imperfect this report may seem in detail, it shall be my aim to impart such
information as I have been able to gather.
I found, on taking charge of this reservation, that the Indians were scattered
all over the country, and all the agricultural implements were either lost, stolen,
or absorbed by the Indians, and everything seemed to be in a state of prostration
and decline. Through the instigation of unprincipled white men the Indians
had been induced to drunkenness and other vile practices, which has · been the
principal cause of so much trouble in this Territory between the whites and
Indians. If those evil-disposed white men are not permitted to go among the
Indians, a better state of things will soon be inaugurated.
This reservation contains an area of about twenty sections. 'l'he number ot
inhabitants, men, women, and children, that planted on the reservation this
spring, is 665. The number M acres in potatoes is about forty, and I made
with Indian labor last winter about six thousand rails, enclosed about twenty
acres of new land, and planted mostly in potatoes, turnips, and cabbage; set
out one hundred and twenty apple-trees, repaired house, and built additions
twelve by twenty-five feet, and made a good and substantial picket fence around
the house. It may now be termed a good one and a half story frame house,
containing six rooms. Cut a road to the woods, and made a corduroy bridge
one hundred feet long. I think with all the necessary and proper agricultural
implements, oxen, and good ploughs, these Indians can and will raise an immense surplus of subsistence, all by their own labor and without much cost to
the government. 'l'hese Indians need a large amount of lumber for building
purposes. It will also have a tendency to give them new energies, and stimulate them to build and live on the reservation.
The natural resources of this reservation are of great value to the Indians,
and, with good moral and honest management, I apprehend no difficulty in
keeping them on the reservation, and the blessing of peace and prosperity will
redound to the government and also to the Indians.
This being my first report, I hope you will excuse any deficiencies. I may
in my next be able to present something more acceptable.
I have the honor to be, your most obedient servant,
C. C. FINKBONER,
Assistant Farmer, Lummi Reservation, W. T.
S. D. HowE, Esq.,
Indian Agent, Tulalep, W. T.

TuLALEP INDIAN RESERVATION, August 21, 1863.
SIR : In compliance with your request, I herewith submit to you the following
short report of the Snohomish school under my charge.
TQ.e number of our scholars is increasing. 'l,hirty-three boys, from seven
different tribes on the sound, are now in attendance, and some others who have made
application will be received as soon as the school buildings shall be finished at
Tulalip. The average of daily attendance during the past year has been from
twenty-five to thirty.
'l'he studies pursued are always the same, viz : Catechism, spelling, reading,
writing, geography, simple arithmetic, and singing. According to our system,
manual work, religious and social duties, are the primary consideration in the
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school; consequently, every day after the regular hours of mannallabor, the
children are also exercised in the practice of civility, and I am happy to say
that their improvement in the habits of industry and propriety of demeanor is
generally observed by the whites who have the opportunity to see them.
The health of our pupils, though tolerably good at present, has been very bad
the last winter and spring. On this subject I take the liberty to observe that
the scholars should be visited by the doctor once every week, and that a certain
amount of medicine should be committed to the teacher for the daily relief of
the sick. Every year I am compelled to incur some expense on that account.
To give our pupils some days of pleasant vacation, and to spend that time
with some benefit, I took them twice to the principal settlements on the sound,
where the whites have been much gratified with their behavior, and especially
with their interesting exhibitions.
I think, as many others do, that very little improvement can be made among
the adults of the sound, but a good many children can be taught; they can become honest farmers, able to enjoy the benefitR of civilized life; they like to
imitate and to appropriate to themselves the fine habits of the whites. Manual
work begins to please them; all that they need is to be assisted-provided with
enough of proper tools, and encouraged afterwards.
Expecting to move early, I have but cultivated the old field, (at Preast point,)
without any new improvements.
The crop, notwithstanding the extraordinary dryness of the present year, is
rather good, but will be insufficient for the supply of thirty-three boarders, and
for the remaiuder they will depend on the continuation of your kind assistance.
A good seine would be, I believe, one of the most beneficial aids that could
be obtained for the school; with it the boys could expeditiously take an abundance of fish, and save a good portion of their school time.
I have to thank you for the appointment of Reverend Father J ayol as assistant teacher; till then I had to keep such an aid at my own expense. Reverend Father J ayol performs his duties as a conscientious employe; he is the
right man among the Indians.
Without any exception, our pupils appear to be well pleased with us and attached to the school ; they feel at home ; they forget their lodges, and b.ugh at
the superstitious and shameful habits of their parents. Up to the present time,
having been without proper accommodations, teacher and scholars never had
yet the facility to do anything as it ought to be done ; therefore the progress
in studies has been very slow. Nevertheless I think that we have some good
rea.sons to feel gratified, and anticipate more for the future.
The following list contains the names and the age of each scholar. To please
and stimulate them, I told them that you would send it to the President, their
Great Father at vV ashington:

_______
N_a_m_e_s._____ j_A
__
ge_._ II-----N_a_m
__
es_._____ _A
__
ge_._II-----N_a_m_e_s_._____ _A
__
g __
e.
1

J ulles ....... - . - - - ... - Hilarc _.... - _. . . • . ___ _
Pierre. _..... _..... _.. _
Thomas ....... ____ ---Auguste. ___ ------.---_
Hyacinthe..... _______ _
William ....... _______ _
Peter.. _____ . _________ .
Michel Seltal. _.... _.. _.
Achille ...... _.. __ . _. _.
Gregoire_ .... _ .. _. ___ .

15
12
15
13
16
11
12
12
6
14
10

Isaie........ __ .. ___ 15
Izidore. __ ... _.... __ 17
Damiens....... •...
9
Marc ...... ____ ____ 10
Louis ..............
8
Joub ert. ....... ---9
/ Mich el. _. _________ . 16
Honore ...... ------ 15
Henry.............. 12
I Tbos. Aligo. ______ . _ 7
Andrew... . . . . . . . . .
7
I

1

9
Josue ............ - .
Maurice .. ____ . _. __ .
8
Justin. ____ .. _... __
7
Jacob ............. 8
Victorin .. __ ... _ ... .
9
Willamlda....... - . _
8
Emile...... -------- 14
Hilare Lcmi. ..... __
7
Andrew Siatla -.... . 12
Dominique. _______ _ 15
7
Damas ... --- .... --.
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I feel truly sorry that I cannot present to you a similar list of the girls.
I hope the Almighty providence will soon have pity on them, and at an early
day they will be happy to come out of their miserable conditioh.
Your very respectful servant,
E. C. CHIROUSE,

Teaclur, 0. M. T.
Mr. S. D. HowE,

Indian Agent, Tulalip Reserve, W. T.

TuLALIP INDIAN REsERVATION,

September 30, 1862.
SIR: In presenting this, my second annual report, I am happy to inform you

that the proficiency of the scholars under my charge has fully answered my
expectations, considering the many disadvantages under which they have had to
labor.
Twenty-six pupils have been received in.to the school during the year, all as
boarding scholars. Of this number, four have been taken away by their parents,
one of the best was removed by death, and one ran away; consequently, twenty
are now in attendance.
Having no means to support the girls, nor convenient room for them, they
have all abandoned the school; but I hope that, at an early day, two sisters of
charity will take charge, and good rare of them.
Up to the present time, the general system of education mentioned in my
first report has been pursued well enough, --and with success. The knowledge
of moral and social duties being the only true and solid radix of wisdom and
civilization, my first endeavors are to inculcate it on the minds of my young
pupils; therefore, they have recited regularly once a day in 11he catechisms,
translating the English lessons into the Indian language, and they appear to
understand well the meaning and the import of it.
In reading and writing some have made very encouraging progress; five of
them have some knowledge in geography and history, and they are able to
comprehend the first rules in arithmetic; all the others have learned to spell, except
those who came lately, taking the place of the absent.
A complaint of my scholars is, that they do not understand what they read
in English, and in order to help them I am composing a Snohomish-English
an(!. English-Snohomish dictionary, and I doubt not that the use of it will be of
great benefit to them.
Music has not been neglected; our pupils are very fond of it, and many of
the Indians delighted to hear how well they sing.
The ages of our scholars vary fi·om seven to fifteen years; they are generally
of a g·ood temper, but their health is weak, and does not improve until a long
sojourn with us. The children, as well as their parents, apply to me for medical
treatment, so I am often occupied in caring for the sick. 'l'hese three months
past I vaccinated about four hundred Indians, giving to them preservatiYe
medicine, and I hope that the small-pox will have no prize this time among our
1
Indians.
In regard to industry, being convinced that the manual work will be almost
the only means of support for the Indians, one of my leading attentions is to
inculcate on them the fondness of industrial and agricultural pursuits; therefore,
the most of the time is devoted to manual labors.
They want to know the theory of work, and especially they must love the
practice of it. Some b egin to succeed in it: they are able now to make their
own clothing and many other needful things ; they are required to work in their
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kitchen by turns, and sometimes they appear to feel tired and lonesome when
they have nothing to do.
Those who are orphans are better disposed, and it convinces me that tl1e
best means to civilize the children of the Indians would be to keep them away
from their parents and connexions. They want, in the first place, to become
as orphans-that is to say, they must forg·et their father and mother, as far as
possible, to abandon the Indian habits with less difficulties; but in that respect,
they want to find with their teacher a true fatl1er. Such I endeavor to be. I
work with the boys, and, as far as possible, I am always among them, because
they always want a master to observe them, to show them how to work, and
incite them to it by an acting and continu.al example.
We have no cattle nor farm yet, but still our pupils will this year raise
enough vegetables of different kinds to supply themselves with; for the other
supplies they will depend on you, as on their charitable guardian.
Before the nomination of Mr. Hale to the superintendency, and your appointment to this agency, our scholars have had a very hard time. The product of
their manual labors having not been sufficient to supply them, they were compelled to go to fish, dig clams, &c. Many times I had to give them of my own
proYisions to keep them more steady at the school.
As to dwelling-houses, you know, dear sir, what they are. The poor loghouse we have built for our scholars is yet most insufficient for twenty boys;
some are obliged to sleep at their parents' or relations', and they do often abandon
the school when the Indians leave our place for fishing, gathering berries, &c.
Certainly, it is to be regretted that the wants of our scholars have never
been supplied before; circumstances, no doubt, were the only cause of it; but
now better times are coming, and I firmly hope that our government will give
them more encouragement in future.
I am also confident, dear sir, that you will always kindly represent our claims,
to obtain an assistance proportioned to our wants.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
E. C. CHIROUSE, Teacher, 0. M. I.
Mr. S. D. HowE,

Indian Agent, Tulalip Reserve, W- T.

SKLALLAM AGENCY, WASHINGTON TERRITORY,

July 20, 1863.
SIR: In compliance with the regulations of the Indian department I respectfully submit this, my annual report, relative to affairs in this agency.
On taking charge of this agency the first duty devolving on me was to distribute among the Indians their annuity goods turned over to me by. Agent H.
A. Webster, which I did as soon as suitable preparations were made. r:I,his
consumed some time, making it near the middle of December before . the distribution could be made.
This, I must say, was a very disagreeable task to me-not so much in consequence of the inclemency of the seaBon as on account of having called the Indians together for the purpose, as they supposed, to distribute among them their
second instalment in full of annuity goods. However, after the goods had been
unpacked and arranged for giving out, the chiefs in the mean time being present,
it was not necessary for me to tell them that the annuity was short. At least
they were at a loss to account for the great discrep::mcy in bulk between this,
the second annuity, and the first, whiGh they had received the year before, in any
other way than that the annuity goods were short, at the same time being aware
that the second instalment was by treaty not as much by one thousand dollars
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as the first. However, after calling them together the evening before commencing to distribute the goods, I stated to thew that all the goods to which
they were entitled for the second instalment had not been received. But what
had been received I would distribute among them, and the balance that was due
to them the government no doubt would make good. On hearing this the Indians
appeared satisfied, having before hearing this manifested some degree of discontent, especially the Sklallams, doubting as to whether it was the intention of the
government to defhtud them or not. The annuities were distributed on the
reservation per capita to heads of families. In this connexion I will state that
the invoice of this annuity amounted to three thousand and six dollars and sixtythree cents, and the goods were short of what the invoice called for two hundred and ninety-two dollars and twenty-three cents, making this annuity short
twenty-two hunch·ed and eighty-five dollars and sixty cents, amounting to less
than $2 46 to each one present, many of whom came a distance of two hundred
miles to receive this small pittance. That it was very reasonable for them to
conclude that they were receiving a poor compensation for the rights they had
relinquished, which they had no hesitancy in saying, however, not so much on
account of this annuity being short, as from a sense of the government heretofore not being prompt in rendering to them their just dncs.
I will close this part of my report by stating that justice demands that the
above ·amount of second annuity that is short should be made good to those
Indians.
'rhe reservation set apart for the Indians. ·under my supervision, to wit :
Sklalla,m and other tribes. and bands of Indians, parties to the treaty of "Pointno-Point," is situated at the confluence of Skokomish river with Hood's canal.
Until within the last year this reservation, properly speaking, could not be considered permanently established. However, this matter has been settled by including within the limits of the reservation the full amount of land allowed to
the Indians by treaty, with boundaries definitely defined. Prior to this but few
Indians stopped on the reservation, and but a portion of those could be induced
to make an effort at subsisting themselves by cultivating the soil, fearing lest
the reservation had not been legitimately located. However, since the boundaries of the reservation have been extended and properly defined, many of the
Skokomish Indians that live in the vicinity of the reservation were induced
last spring to plant and sow sufficient to subsist themselves the coming winter;
and I must say they have manifested great interest in taking care of their crops,
and, from present appearances, will be abundantly rewarded for their labor. Last
season there was nothing raised on the 1·cservation by the Indians, what little
they had planted being destroyed by the army worm, and what was put in by
the farmer on the agency farm fared but little better, excepting oats, that was
cut for hay; consequently all the seed necessary for the Indians to plant, also
what was needed to plant on the agency farm, had to be purchased, and in most
instances purchases were made at very high rates, all being made on credit.
However, there will be abundance of potatoes, peas, and wheat raised this season by the farmer for seed to plant all the ground that can be prepared by
another spring. But little land as yet has been cleared, ploughed, and fenced at
the expense of the government, and but little of this is fit for anything but grass,
the land being so low the high tides of su..mmer and winter leave the ground
saturated with salt water, rendering· it unfit to raise potatoes, the most profitable
product the Indians can raise on this reservation ; and the land that has been
cleared by settlers whose claims have been included within the bounds of the
reservation will require some time to prepare it either for the cultivation of vegetables or cereals, the major part of it being set with a heavy sod of timothy,
which will require to be turned over in the dry season and lay until the ensuing
spring, leaving but little ground fit for cultivation. Last spring, all of which
was planted, and even more, as some of the Indians were not satisfied with the
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portion of ground allotted to them, set to work, cleared, and planted several
lots in addition to their apportionment of cleared land, and this under the most
unfavorable circumstances, their winter's supply of dried salmon and clams
being exhausted on the approach of spring. Judging from the interest manifested the present year by a considerable number of the Skokomish Indians in
raising a sufficiency from their lands to subsist themselves the coming winter,
the greater part of them can easily be induced to try the experiment by another
spring. However, my hopes in this respect are not so flattering in regard to
the Sklallam and Chemicum Indians. }....,ew, if any of them, have ever been on
this reservation to stop. They come here to receive their annuities, after which
they return to their old homes to fish, hunt, work for the settler~. get money,
spend it for bad whiskey, which, from my own knowledge, and information received from others, these Indians, especially the Sklallams, are with but few
exceptions addicted to drunkenness, and when they possess the means to buy
whiskey their facilities for getting it are so great they do not long go in want ;
that it is very rare, if ever, the whole tribe could be found sober at any one time.
In consequence of this, and old seated diseases, their numbers are fast diminishing; and if there is not some provision made for bringing them on to their
reservation the government will ere long be relieved of their charge. .At the
same time were they inclined to come on the reservation to live, the greater part
of them would have to go to work, clear, break up land, and fence it before
they could raise anything towards subsisting themselves. This could not be
expected of Indians who, with but little effort~ can procure abundance of shell
and <Jther fish for food, also money sufficient for their limited wants, some by
working for the whites, others by selling berries, venison, salmon, shell fish, &c.
It would readily appear to those acquainted with Indian character that there
would have to be greater inducements held out to those Indians than hard labor
and a scanty subsistence before they will willingly leave the lands of their forefathers and come on the reservation and live.
I would respectfully suggest, for the consideration of the department, an appropriation of five thousand dollars to be expended on the reservation in clearing, fencing, and breaking up land for cultivation. The sum that was appropriated for this purpose has, I suppose, been expended, and had it been properly
applied would have been entirely inadequate for the purpose intended, as the
land on this reservation cannot be cleared by Indi~n labor at a cost of less than
sixty dollars per acre.
I am, sir, your most obedient servant,
F. C. PURDY,

Indian Sub-Agent.
C.

H. HALE,

Esq.,

Sup't qf Indian Affai'rs, Olympia, Washington Territory.

PuYALLUP .AGENCY, September 7, 1863.
Sm : In compliance with the regulations of the Department of Indian Affairs,
I have the honor to submit the following annual report :
Having been but recently appointea Indian agent, I shall not be able to make
as full a report as I would have done had I been longer in the service. Having
been by you assigned to the care of the Indians included under the treaty ~f
Medicine Creek, form erly in the care of Agent Bakerv and also the Chehalis
Indians, formerly in my charge as farmer, I immediately, as per instructions,
entered upon the discharge of my official duties.
Having been for some time p erson ally engaged in examining the condition of
affairs on the different reservations under my charge, I am happy to inform you
th at they are in a prosp erous condition, and, as far as I have been able to learn
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from former reports and various other sources, in a better condition than ever
before.
'l'here is a very perceptible change in the manners, habits, and health of the
Indians on the reservations in my agency. 'l'hey are more industrious, and
consequently less addicted to the habit of roving, as has been their custom heretofore ; and this evident change in their habits I attribute, in a great measure,
to the fact that the employes are men of upright, moral, and industrious habits ;
men who have some sympathy for the poor, unfortunate Indians ; men who believe they can be improved, and brought to a high state of cultivation, civilly
and religiously. These men are doing all in their power to accomplish this
desired object.
It is not necessary for me to give you a geographical description of the several
reservations, as such has been repeatedly done in former reports ; I will, therefore, confine my remarks more particularly to the agricultural interests of the
Indians, and shall speak of the reservations consecutively.
PUYALLUP RESERVATION.

This reservation has a larger number of Indians upon it than either of the
others under my charge-more, I think, than all the others. This reservation
is under the superintendence of William Billings, carpenter, and Cyril Ward,
assistant farmer. 'l"'he crops upon the reservation look very promising; they
have fifty acres in potatoes. I submit the following estimate of the crop, &c.,
furnished me by the above-named gentlemen :
·
Acres of land cultivated by Indians ........................... .
Acres of land cultivated by government ............•...........•
Bushels of wheat raised by Indians ........................... .
Bushels of oats raised by Indians ...•..........................
Bushels of peas raised by Indians ............................. .
Bushels of potatoes raised by Indians ......................... .
Bushels of turnips raised by Indians .......................... .
Tons of hay cut by Indians ................................. .
Number of hor~::es owned by Indians .......................... .
Number of cattle owned by Indians ........•...................
Number of swine owned by Indians ........................... .
Barrels of fish sold by Indians . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .... .

110
7

600
400
500
10,000
1,200
150
60

50
100
75

A quantity of other vegetables is being raised, such as beets, carrots
parsnips, cabbage, &c., that cannot be estimated at present.
The Indians upon this reservation are well situated for farming, having a
body of the richest and most arable land in the Territory of Washington. They
are well supplied with agricultural and mechanical implements, and no pains is
spared by the employes to teach them the practical use of them. The Indians
are natural meehanics, and very easy to learn the use of the implements of husbandry and mechanics.
NISQUALLY RESERVATION.

This reservation is under the charge of William L. Hays as farmer. I refer
you to the report of Mr. Hays, which will accompany this, for a statement of the
improvements made on the reservation the present year by the Indians. The
agricultural productions of this reservation for the present year are as follows:
Acres of land cultivated by Indians . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . •
Acres of land cultivated by government. . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Bushels of wheat raised by Indians ......... _.............. , . '· ..
Bushels of oats raised by Indians. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

127
7
700
900
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Bushels of potatoes raised by Indians. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Bushels of turnips raised by Indians . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Number of horses owned by Indians . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . .
Number of cattle owned by Indians . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Number of swine owned by Indians. . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

1, 500
100
125
8
40

It will be seen from the above that the Indians have not been idle. But one
ton of hay has been raised upon this reservation, the reason of which is their
prairie land is very gravelly, and not at all suitable for the growing of timothy.
Their land best adapted to growing of grass is bottom land, densely covered
with timber of various kinds, requiring a great deal of hard labor to clear it. In
this bottom they have a number of patches of cleared land, upon which they
grow their potatoes and other vegetables.
I have instructed Mr. Hays to seed those clearings in timothy, and have the
Indians clear new patches for vegetables another year.
SQUAXIN RESERVATION.

The Indians upon this reservation are few, and they are not so industrious in
their habits as those upon the other reservations. They are more inclined to
live upon fish, clams, oysters, and berries than to obtain a subsistence fi·om the
productions of the soil. This reservation is under the supervision of Adam
"\Vylie, as teacher. I call your attention to his accompanying report. It appears
from the report of Mr. Wylie that the school is a failure. I concur with him in
his suggestions, and recommend that the school be located upon the Puyallup
reservation, which is a central point, and to which all the children can be brought,
and educated under the system suggested by Mr. Wylie. Your attention is
called to the very flattering report of the physician, Dr. 0. H. Spinning.
CHEHALIS RESERVATION.

The Indians on this reservation are not parties to any treaty. They are
under the superintendence of Alfred Hills, farmer. The number resident upon
this reservation is about two hundred and thirty. 'rhey are more inclined to
agricultural pursuits than any of the tribes under my charge; they are, as a
general thing, better acquainted with the rules of farming, from the fact of ha,ving
lived more immediately in the vicinity of a farming community, and having been
employed by the farmers in their harvests and ploughing seasons.
Among them are some very good mechanics ; some of them make good shoes,
and other articles of manufacture. They have, in the last year, built some very
good houses, better by far than many of the pioneer houses of the west.
Their reservation has been assigned them within the last year, and there are
some lingering doubts in their mi:ads yet as to the permanency of their location,
owing to meddlesome persons in the vicinity, particularly D. M. Mounts, who
holds a donation claim "of 160 acres within the limits of the reservation." He
tells them the governmr.nt never intends to treat with them, and that they will
be removed to some other locality. This renders . them very unhappy, and has
a tendency to keep them from doing as much as they would otherwise do.
I would respectfully suggest the propriety of purchasing the claim of Mr.
Mounts as soon as possible, and then all would move on harmoniously.
r_rhese Indians have done well the present season, considering the amount of
land they have had to cultivate; they have had only 14 acres in grain; they
have raised 175 bushels of wheat and 210 of oats. I have not ascertained the
number of bushels of potatoes, peas, and vegetables they have raised, but the
crop, as I saw it growing, looked very promising. ·
If these Indians could be fully satisfied of the permanency of their location,
there would be no difficulty in inducing them to open a large and very produc-
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tive farm. Their reservation embraces a very rich and productive body of land,
and can be cleared without a gTeat deal of very hard labor.
'fhe health of these Indians is much better than that of those tribes who live
adjacent to Puget's sound, from the fact of their being further removed from the
vices of the whites, of which they are very apt to partake. They are very fond
of whiskey, and there are plenty of mean white men ready to furnish them.
I have not been able as yet to persuade any of the Cowlitz or Gray's Harbor
Indians to locate on this reservation, as you instructed me. The Cowlitz Indians
are very few in number, and prefer living among the whites in their vicinity,
who furnish them with employment upon their farms. Force would have to be
resorted to to make them live upon the reservation. The Harbor Indians have
too easy a way to make a living; they have every facility for a good living
without hard labor, and they are too much like great many white men in this
respect to change their prospects for an easy and certain living for one they
consider doubtful and hard. The sea will cease to furnish its quantum of food
before you can persuade those Indians to locate upon any reservation-they
philosophize as a majority of the world, the less labor the better.
A case occurs occasionally on the reservation that a w bite man takes away
the wife of an Indian. This is a great outrage, and the guilty person ought to
be severely punished for it. Is there no remedy for this evil 1 I would like to
have some definite information upon this subj ect ; it disheartens the Indians ;
it causes them to look with distrust upon those who are placed over them. They
appeal to us for redress; this thing must be broken up, or some severe trouble
will grow out of it.
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

a

A. R. ELDER,
United States Indian Agent, Wasltington Te1·ritory.
Hon. C. H. HALE,
Superintendent

if

Indian Affairs, Olympia, W T.

SQUAXIN RESERVATION, July 1, 1863.
SIR: In accordance with instructions, I forward to you my annual
report of the school taught by me on Squaxin reservation.
School commenced in Augnf't, 1862, with fifteen scholars, and promised well
for some time, but the novelty wore off, and with it the attendance. In March,
when the school closed, it had dwindled down to two scholars. I have made two
appo.i ntments to re-open, but with no better success. I was well pleased with
the improvement of the scholars during their attendance, and feel satisfied that
the young Indians can be educated and elevated in society if they can be removed from the baleful influence of the older ones. 'fbe separation of parent
and child appears despotic, but would not a mild deRpotism save the young 1
An Indian boy appears to be his own master from the time he is eight or ten
years old; goes where and when he pleases, and would much rather attend a
gambling match or a horse-race than go to school. If you would establish a
boarding school, where the children would be entirely separated from their
parents, except in Yacation, when they might visit thein, the young would be
1·emoveu from the influence of the indolent and vicious habits of the old, and
might become useful members of society.
Respectfully yours,
ADAM WYLIE, Instructor.
:Mr. ELDER, United States Indian Agent.
DEAR
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PuYALLUP RESERVATION, June 30, 1863.
Sm: In compliance with the duties devolving upon me, I proceed to make
the following annual report:
I commenced the duties of assistant farmer on the Puyallup reservation on
the 1st of July, 1862, at which time I found about thirty acres of land under
a miserable state of cultivation, five of which were in wheat, eight or ten in
oats, and the remainder in potatoes and peas. When the harvest came the yield
was very light, owing, in part, to the want of proper attention and labor,
and more especially by neglecting to summer-fallow their lands the year previous. I saw the condition of their old ground, and advised them to go to work
and clear up new land, and by doing so they would be amply rewarded by a
mueh larger crop than they would get by confining themselves exclusively to
their old lands. r_rhey readily accepted of the advice, and went to work industriously to felling trees and grubbing up brush, and the result of their labor is
a bountiful crop of everything necessary for their subsistence. :E'or the estimated amount of crop for the present year I refer you to my statistical report.
rrhe Indians of the Puyallup seem to be highly encouraged to persevere in
their agricultural pursuits, and I am well convinced that they have materially
improved in their habits. It is seldom that they get intoxicated, and when
they do, it troubles them very much. I am satisfied if the white men would
take as much interest in using their influence to prevent them from drinking as
they do in abstaining from its use, they would soon become a very temperate
class of people. They express a strong desire to have their children educated,
to have schools established among them, which, I think, is the effectual way to
civilize them. Schools, however, will do but little good among them unless
they are so managed as to have the scholars attend regularly, and also to prevent them from having any intercourse with the older Indians; I mean that
they must not be allowed to participate in the long-established customs of their
tribe, or otherwise it will be idle to think of educating them to any beneficial
extent.
I am of the opinion that the lands they formerly cultivated will soon be abandoned on account of the great distance they are located from their homes and
the river. Besides, there is a large amount of low, wet land intervening between
their residences and their old lands, rendering it very inconvenient to go and come
from their farms, besides a great loss of time. The lands immediately upon either
side of the river, above their dwellings, are equally as productive as their old
lands, and at all times in the year can be run up or do-wn with their canoes or
flatboats. Besides a good wagon road on one side, they have already stretched
their new improvements up the river a distance of five miles, but are without a
barn or any shelter to protect their crops. I therefore would recommend the
building of a good and substantial barn of sufficient size to accommodate them
in securing all their small grain uuring our long rainy seasons.
I am, sir, very r espectfully, your obedient servant,
CYRIL vV ARD, Ass~·stant Farmer.

A.

R. ELDER,

U. S. Indian Agent, Puyallup Agency, WasMngton Territo?·y.

PuYALLUP I N DIAN REsERVATION,

Wasltington Territm-y, June 30, 1863.
Sm: The undersigned beg·s leave to make the following report of his doings
as carpenter for the Indians of the Medicine Creek treaty since October 28,
1862, to the present date:
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On the receipt of my appointment to the position of carpenter I found that
Mr. Williamson, my predecessor, had commenced to repair four of the houses
on this reserve, which repairs I was ordered by Agent Baker to continue, which
was accordingly done. Afterwards, about the first of January, 1863, I repaired
a house for Sitwell, one of the chiefs of this tribe, by putting in a floor, making
two fireplaces, &c. For one month I was engaged in clearing the Puyallup
river of drifts, to allow the Indians to get to their farms with canoes. Also,
during the winter, by the assistance of the other employes of this reserve and
the Indians, opened a road from this reserve to intersect with the United States
military road from Fort Steilacoom to Seattle; made . rails to enclose ground
for raising crops for the sustenance of the oxen belonging to this reserve; made
and repaired harrow; repaired ploughs; assisted the farmer in agriculture; attended, by the order of Mr. Baker, to the calls of the Indians; heard their complaints
against the white men and each other, and settled difficulties which arose between them. All of which is respectfully submitted.
"\VILLIAM BILLINGS,
Carpenter, Puyallup.
A. R. ELDER, Umted Sta'tes Indian Agent.

MEDICINE CREEK TREATY,

w. T.,

June 30, A. D. 1863.
SIR: In compliance with the regulations of the Indian department, I have
the honor of f\ubmitting my first annual report.
The whole number of patients treated was two hundred and fifty-four; the
number of deaths, seven. The diseases that I found most prevalent among the
Indians were scrofula, syphilis, gonorrhrea, rheumatism, colds and coughs, and
if their colds are not promptly cured, they often run into the consumption.
As I become more acquainted with the Indians, I have less trouble to treat
their private diseases, from the fact that they are neither so shy nor so reluctant
in seeking medical advice and assistance.
The groat necessity of the Indians under my charge is a hospital, where the
affiicted can all be collected, and the physician can administer the medicine in
person.
.
It very often happens that after the physician has made his prescription, the
patient will (if not confined to bed) roam over the country, wading cold streams,
sleeping on the cold ground, and not taking the medicine according to directions,
thereby failing of a cure, and impairing or totally destroying the confidence of
the Indians in the power of medicine to cure disease. rrhe practice that has
form erly obtained among the physicians to the Indians of prescribing mineral,
drug and vegetable poisons bas done a great deal to impair their confidence in
those that are sent to administer to them.
The past year I have witnessed a gradual improvement in the habits and
health of the Indians, particularly on the Puyallup reservation. They are
becoming more industrious, cleanly anilhealthy; venereal diseases are gradually
disappearing; bad men are more than formerly restrained from mingling with
the Indians and contaminating them with their vile practices.
The practice of some of the Indians of flattening the heads of their children
is very pernicious, and should be condemned by the agents. The practice of a
plurality of wives should be forbidden by the authorities ; already there is a
division of sentiment among the Indians on the subject, and a little timely interference on the part of the authorities would extirpate the evil altogether.
The amount of medicines furnished by the department is entirely inadequate
to the wants of the Indians.
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I cannot refrain from again adverting to and impre:::sing on the department
the great necessity of providing some place of rendezvous for the sick and
afflicted Indians.
Respectfully, your obedient servant,
C. H. SPINNING,
Resident Physician.

Mr. A.

R. ELDER,

United States Indian Agent.

NISQUALLY RESERVATION,

September 10, 1863.
SIR : I have the honor herewith to transmit to you my second annual report.
The Indians upon this reservation have cultivated 127 acres of land this
season, as follows :
•
"'\Vheat.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 70 acres.
Oats ....... " . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 45- "
Potatoes. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8 "
Peas . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 "
Turnips. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 "
They have also fenced about 500 ac1·es of pasture land the present year, and
fifty for cultivation ; have ploughed and put in some 40 acres of new land in
wheat and oats.
They have planted 300 apple trees. They are now making rails for the
purpose of fencing another pasture of 400 acres, which will be completed this
fall and winter.
A number of the Indians are working for the whites for wages; others make
a living by fishing, gathering berries, &c., some few of the Indians are doing
nothing. There have been 12 deaths and 10 births.
Very respectfully yours,
WILLIAM L. HAYS,
Farmer.

A.

R. ELDER,

Indian Agent.

OFFICE YAKAMA INDIAN AGENCY,

Washington Territory, August 28, 1863.
SIR : I acknowledge the receipt of your communication requesting me to
furnish you with my annual report for the year ending June 30, 1863. In compliance therewith, I have the honor to report as follows :
·
It affords me pleasure to state that the Indians under my care are peaceable
and well disposed towards the whites and the government. Rumors of war are
common in all Indian countries, and ours has not been exempt. It was reported
during the year that the Yakamas exhibited a warlike spirit towards the whites,
and that they were upon the eve of an outbreak. After making diligent inquiry,
I learned that a few Indians were dissatisfied and restless, and would perhaps
join· in a hostile movement if one was made, but this feeling did not prevail to
a great extent, amounting to a single band. As long as the government is
faithful to fulfil its promises, and carry out the treaty engagements with the
Indians, I slmll entertain no fears of a difficulty with the Yakamas.
I am gratified to notice a growing interest among tbe Indians of my charge
to engage in agricultural pursuits. The ·longer I live among the Indians, the
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more firmly am I impressed with the opinion that unless we can induce them to
give up their rambling habits, choose a fixed habitation, and become tillers of the
ground, but little can be done to elevate them, or confer upon them any permanent or lasting good. I have assisted the Indians as far as I could to settle
upon and cultivate the soil. During the past year I have erected fourteen
houses for them. I have been disposeil to help those who were willing to help
themselves: The Indians for whom the houses were built cut the saw logs
and hauled them to the mill without expense to the government, except for
their .subsistence while engaged at the work. The work of building the houses
was done by the treaty employes, and two transient employes who were employed for a brief period. The dimensions were from sixteen to twenty feet
square. Brick fireplaces were built in all of them. The value of the labor
and material upon these houses was about two hundred dollars each.
In the first lot of annuity goods received here in the year 1861, some of
the articles were of no value to the Indians, others were of inferior quality,
while the quantity of some of the articles was too large and out of proportion. In view of these facts, I would earnestly recommend that, in the selection of annuity goods for distribution among the Indians, regard should be
had for the wishes of the Indians as expressed through their agent, and that
great care should be taken in the selection of the goods, that the kind, quah"ty,
and quantity of the articles may be such as is most needed, and fi·om which
they may derive the greatest benefit.
I am pleased to note the fact that during your superintendence I have received
funds promptly for the pay of treaty employes and for other purposes. In my
last annual report I called your attention to the many outstanding claims
against this agency held by Indians and others. The claimants have waited
long and patiently for their pay, and I trust you will use your best endeavors
to secure the payment of their accounts.
From the accompanying report of the superintendent of farming it will appear that the Indians connected with this agency have about four hundred acres
of land under cultivation. rl'he land cultivated by the Indians is adjacent to
the streams, and is of good quality. Their fields vary in size fi·om five to
twenty-five acres. The scarcity of fencing material throughout the farming
portions of their land subjects them to serious inconvenience. This difficulty
has been overcome by some of the energetic ones, who have cut and hauled to
the mill logs making nearly 100,000 feet of lumber, which has been used by
them in erecting houses, fences, &c.
At the agency farm there is of wheat thirty acres, oats, twenty-five acres,
rye, three acres, corn, eight acres, potatoes, three acres; all of which promises well.
An Indian school has been in successful operation here since its reorganization
in October last. Thirty-five scholars was the highest number in at\endance at
any one time. The average attendance has been about twenty-eight-nine girls
and nineteen boys. One-half of the scholars are from fourteen to eighteen years
of age. They are orderly and well-behaved, are quick to learn, and have advanced rapidly in reading, writing and arithmetic. In the industrial department, the field and the workshop, they are disposed to be industrious and learn
very readily. 'rhe scholars are plainly clad fi-om the annuity goods. Their
fare is simple, no coffee, tea or sugar being used in the boarding-house. During
the winter months the largest scholars were instructed in the workshop in
making bridles, harness, &c. It is the purpose of the superintendent of teaching to take the hides which accumulate here from animals slaughtered, and
have them tanned by the school boys. Vats have been constructed, and bark
obtained for tanning. It is the intention, after the hides are tanned, to work up
the leather into shoes for the school children and ·harness for the Indians. ·
These schools should be, I am aware, as far as possible, self-sustaining. For
the accomplishment of this object the energetic superintendent of teaching is
38 I
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laboring hard. He has with the scl10ol boys, within a brief period, enclosed
seventy-five acres of land, and ploughed and ditched twenty acres, for a school
farm. Wheat was sown, and corn, potatoes and garden seeds planted. From
present prospects the crops will be large, and will yield all the breadstuffs and
vegetables needed for the subsistence of the school ehildren.
'l'he cost to the government for the subsistence of each scholar for the next
year will be about thirty-five dollars each, the scholars raising their own vegetables and breadstuffs.
'l'he value of the articles manufactured in the industrial school by the boys
was three hundred and sixty-three dollars, the cost of the material one hundred
and :fifty-eight dollars. The value of the work performed in the :field was four
hundred and eighty-two dollars. Total value of the wark was eight hundred
and forty-five dollars.
The instruction given in the :field :md in the shop I look upon as important,
giving the young an idea of farming and of making articles m:eful to them upon
a farm. Altogether these schools are hopeful and promising, and I believe the
young are deriving great benefit from them.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
A. A. BANCROFT,
Indian Agent, vVasl~ington Territory.
CALVIN H. HALE, Esq.,
Supe1·intendent of Indian Affairs, Washington Territory.

YAKIMA AGENCY,

June 30, 1863.
SIR : I herewith submit, as requested by you, a brief report of the farming
operations among the Indians at this agency.
1_,here is with a large portion of these Indians a strong and earnest desire to
obtain their subsistence mainly by the cultiYation of their lands, which desire
increases as they receive assistance and encouragement. There is under cultivation among these Indians probably four or five hundred acres of land, two
hundred acres of which is new ground, having been broken this season. Thej.r
:fields vary in size from five to twenty-five acres, which they cultivate as best
they can. They are furnished light subsoll ploughs which they use, some with
their own horses, others are furnished oxen from the agency.
Their land is of good quality, being composed of rich, black soil, adjacent to
the streams, being well adapted to the growth of wheat, rye, oats, peas, and
potatoes.
As yet there has been but little done among them in the way of raising
wheat, as they have been unable to procure the seed. There are many of them,
however, the present season that have small :fields of wheat which promises
well.
'The scarcity of fencing material throughout the farming portions of their
lands subjects them to serious inconveniences in the way of farming, &c.; as
they are (within themselves) unable to fence sufficient to protect their crops
from their cattle, horses, &c. There is, however, with some of them a strong
determination to overcome this difficulty.
As some of the more energetic ones have during the past year (they being
furnished teams, log wagons, &c.) cut and hauled to the mill logs making
nearly 100,000 feet of lumber, which has been used for and by them in erecting
dwelling-houses, out-houses, fences, &c. Many of them cut wild grass for hay,
sufficient to keep their stock through the winter.
At the agency farm last season the products were comparatively light, there
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being no wheat sown, and the corn was mostly destroyed by blackbirds (which
are very troublesome.)
There were about five hundred bushels of oats secured, three hundred of potatoes, and a fair supply of other vegetables, also some forty tons of hay put up.
'l_1he prospects of this farm the present season are more flattering? there
being of wheat thirty acres, of oats twenty-five acres, rye three acres, corn
eight acres, potatoes three acres, · all of which promises well. There has be·en
during the past year some thirty thousand feet of logs (exclusive of what the
Indians have done) furnished at the mill, which having been sawed, a portion of
it has been delivered at the shops for shop use, &c., the balance delivered at the
agency and farm for necessary purposes. •The increase of stock, of horses, cattle, sheep, has been usually fair, as previous reports will show.
Very respectfully yours,

Supenntendent

.A. A.

if

H. C. 'THOMPSON,
Farming at the Yakima Agency..

BANCROFT,

Indian Agent.

CHIPPEWA, November 21, 1863:.
Sm: Since assuming the duties of my office, on the first of March last, !havevisited all the reservations upon which Indians are located, except the Mille·
Lac reservation. The Indians have manifested no ill feelings during the season,.
but have been gradually growing into their old state of good nature, which existed previous to the disturbance of last year. So that now, since the payment,.
a person who has always lived among them writes me as follows: "It is pleasing to me to be able to say with truth that I have never seen the Indians so
well pleased after their payment as we s .;e them to day. It puts me in mind of"
thirty years ago, when the Indians had no suspicion of the white man,. but
always met him with a smile on his face; so it has been since you left us. I am1
really surprised, for it seems to me that they like and respect us ~ll."
Considerable feeling of jealousy existed in the early part of the seasoilJ
among those Indians who did not' go on to Washington against those who did,,
but I think it has died away, and they have become reconciled to wait and see·
what the government will do for them. If the treaty of March 11 Cl>uld be car-ried out in the spirit in which it was originally framed, I have no doubt it would
be the greatest step towards advancing these Indians of anything that was everdone for them or that could be done for them.
There is sufficient land, if suitably cultivated, on the northern &hore of Leech1
lake and in its vicinity for all of th"e mission Indians ; and I believe the treaty
can be carried out with satisfaction to most of the Indians if the government
will adhere to the treaty as originally made; but if not, and the amendments are :
insisted upon, the treaty is virtually a nullity.
The payments which were made on the last of October and first of Nov.em-·
her passed off quietly.
·
The Mille Lac Indians hesitated to come to this place for payment for the
reason, as they alleged, that they were promised their payment at Mille Lac
by the Commissioner of Indian Affairs when at Fort. Ripley, and when they
were in Washington last winter.
I knew they had received a wrong impression, and having received no instructions upon the matter previous to the calling of the Indians., and the impossibility of making a fair and just payment where a division is made, I therefore gave them no encouragement that they could be paid at Mille Lac; and as
soon as they saw th!Lt there would be a long delay, even if the department
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should finally decide to make their payment as they desired, they were ready to
take their money and goods, and consequently were paid upon my return from
Leech lake.
The Indians here and at Leech lake have cultivated about the same amount
of land as usual. The crops have not. been as good on account of the severe
drought of the spring and summer; thRir corn was very poor, and the potato
crop, although better than in most sections of northern Minnesota. ~as light.
I herewith enclose statistical returns of farming.
The buildings at Leech lake have been put in .complete repair. The mill has
been running for some time. The school is now in operation. I send you enclosed the report of the superintende~t of schools, and also the report of the
physician.
I have endeavored to keep the whiskey traffic in check during the year, and
have succeeded to a certain extent ; several parties have been indicted in the
United States circuit court; parties have also been examined and held to bail;
and still it is impossible to stop the traffic entirely. If the law upon which
these indictments ar~ founded should be decided by the Supreme Court of the
United States unconstitutional, it will be impossible to control the traffic in the
least, and drunkenness, murder, and scenes of horror will only be limited by the
means of the Indians to obtain whiskey.
I remain your obedient servant,
.A. C. MORRILL,
Indian Agent.

Ron. C. W.

THOMPSON,

Superintendent

if

Indian Affairs.

CHIPPEWA AGENCY, November 21, 1863.
SIR : In accordance with the annual custom, I submit my report 'upon the
physical condition of the Indians within the limits of your agency. The last
has been a ye~r of unprecedented health among them. They have been almost
entirely exempt from acute and epidemic disease. Syphilis, although still prevailing in its secondary and tertiary forms, is rapidly disappearing from among
· them. I have not seen a case of the primary disease for months. 'l'beir sanitary condition has been so good that the number of births must have very much
exceeded the deaths.
Hoping that this state of facts will be satisfactory to yourself, as well as the
Indian department, and all humane persons generally, I remain your most obedient servant,
G. F. TOWNSEND.
Major A. C. MoRRILL,
Agentfor Ch.ippewas if tlle Mississi'pp~.

NOVEMBER 18, 186~.
Sm: In accordance with your instructions, I here submit to you my report
as superintendent of the manual labor school at Leech lake.
I am sorry to report that, owing to unforeseen difficulties, I was unable to get
the school in operation. 'l'he school buildings were entirely dismantled during
the raid of the summer .of 1862, and needed to be thoroughly overhauled and
repaired before they could be occupied. I found it impossible to get carpenters
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or other mechanics to go to the lake on account of fear of the Indians, so I was
forced to employ half-breeds to do the work, who were not mechanics, and who
took a gTeat deal longer time to do the work than mechanics would have done.
The government mill at the lake was also out of order, and I could get no lumber sawed; but despite these difficulties, about the middle of August I had
succeeded in getting the buildings ready for occupancy, and had commenced
collecting my pupils together, when the Indian disturbance of last summer
took place. A few of the reckless, rowdy Indians about the village entered
the warehouse and forcibly took possession of the net-twine belonging to the
Cass Lake and Winnepeg bands, and also acted in an insolent and surly manner. About this time some Pillager Indians were arrested by the soldiers near
Saint Cloud. In taking them to Saint Paul they tried to escape, and were
fired on by their guard, and two of the Indians wounded. 'Vhile the Indians
at the lake were in an excited condition over the robbery of the net-twine,
these two wounded Indians arrived. A council was held over the affair,
and the young men wanted to attack the employes on the reserve, and
with difficulty were restrained by the chiefs and headmen. When J;llyself and
the other employes heard of this, we thought best to leave the reserve with our
families until matters were in a more settled condition at the village. So I
brought my family down to the agency, and after a time returned myself to the
lake. During my absence the anger of the Indians had cooled down. They
were sorry for what they had done, and wanted the employes to return. I
brought my family back, and now have everything ready to commence the
school. 1'he Indians are now nearly all gathering rice, and as soon as they return I will open the school.
I could not plant a garden last spring owing to my getting here so late, and
so had to buy all the potatoes, corn, and rice needed for the support of the
scholars during the coming winter. I have had a patch of six acres cleared
and grubbed, and will have it ploughed ready for cultivation in the spring.
Since writing the above I have collected my pupils and opened the school,
and in my quarterly report will give you an account of the number of scholars,
and the progress they are making in their several branches of study.

AR'THUR GARDEN,
Superintendent of Manual Labor Sclwol,
Jjor A. C. MoRRILL,
Agent for Chippewa Indians .•
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No. 242.
INDIAN TRUST FUND.

No. 1.-List of names of Ind·i an tribes for whom stock is held in tmst by the Secretary of tht
Interior, showing the amount to the credit of each tTibe; the annual interest; the date of the
treaty or law unde1· which the investment was made; the intP-rest upon stocks of non-paying
States, computed to January 1, 1864, for the payment of wltich no provision ltas been made;
a.lso, the amount of abstracted bonds for which Congress has made no appropriation, wit"
the interest upon the same, computed to January 1, 1864.

Tribe.

Treaty.

I

I

I

Cherokee national fund .............. Dec. 29, 1835 $450, 200 00 $24, 892 00 $63, 465 00 $68, 000 00 $12, 345 00
Cherokee orphan fund .................... do ..... .
45, 000 001 2, 700 00 8, 100 001 ......... ·I·-. -. -. --.
5 Feb. 17, 1819
Cherokee school fund ..• --- · • · · · • · ( Dec. 29, 183.'5 183, 800 001 11, 048 00 30, 585 00 15, 000 001 2, 820 00
Chickasaw incompetents ............. May 24, 1834
2,000 00
100 00
300 00 .•........ 1. . . . . . . . . .
Chickasaw orphans ..............•....... do ..... .
4, 200 001
222 00 1, 500 001' .. --- -- - - ...... --- . Chippewa and Christian Indians ..... July 16, 1859
2, 156 00
900 00 . - - - - - - - - - - - . -- - - - -.
31' 600
Choctaw general fund .. .......•..... Jan. 17, 1837 454, 000 001 27, 240 00 81, 360 00 ... ---.-- .. ---- .. --Choctaw school fund................ Sept. 27, 1830 121, 000 001 7, 260 00 3, 420 00---------. ----. --- ..
Creek orphans ...................... Mar. 24, 1832 218, 800 00 12, 778 00 25, 944 00 ------ - - - .. ---. -- --Delaware general fund.............. May 6, 1854
694, 042 15' 42, 232 53 31, 935 00 .. --- -- - -- . ---- -- --.
Delaware school fund . . . . . . . . • • . . • . . Sept. 24, 1829
11, 000 00
660 00 ... - ... - - . . - - - - - - - - . . - - - - . - - - loways . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . May 17, ,1.854
85, 100 00 5, 502 00 9, 455 00 ........•.........•.
Kansas, (schools) ..............•..... June 3, J 825
28, 100 00 1, 596 00 3, 330 00---.------ . - •. -----Kaskaskias, Peorias, &c ....•........ May 30, 1854 145, 400 00 9, 564 00 16, 330 00 - -- .. -- - - - . - - .. ----.
Menomonees ........................ Sep t. 3, 1836 162, 000 00 8, 760 00 4, 470 00 ------.--- . --.-----.
Osages, (schools) .................... June 2,1825
41, 000 001 2, 460 00 1, 260 00 - - - - - - - - - . . - - - - - - - - Ottawas of Blanchard's Fork .••..... Aug. 30, 1831
8, 400 001
504 00 1, 440 00 - -- ---- - -- . --- . - ---.
Ottawas of Roche de Boeuf ............... do ..... .
1,550 00
93 00
180 00·---------- .... ,....•.
22, 3oo oo 1, 328 oo 2, 490 oo _.•.. __ .... _.......•
Ottawas and Chippewas....... . • . . . . Mar. 28, 1836
1
Pottawatomies, (education) .......... Sept. 26,1833 166, 100 oo, 9, 346 00 tll, 350 00 1, 000 00 ..... - ..•.
Pottawatomies, (mills) ..•................ do ..... .
50, 100 00 3, 006 00 .... -.- .•. - ............ - - .. - ••
5 !*.June 14, 1836
5, 000 00
250 00 . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . • • . . - .•••••••
S enecas ........... -.-----.-.- · ·-- · ~ (Jan. 9, 1837

J

oo:

Senecas and Shawnees ............ { 1:~~~~ ~; i~~~
16,400 00
889 00 1, 695 00 ..•.........•..•••.•
Srockbridges and Munsees........... Sept. 3, 1839
6, 000 00
360 00 .....•.••....... • .•.......•••.
Tonawanda band of Senecas ........ Nov. 5,1857 ~800 00 1 ~8 00~~~

1

Total.. .•....•.........................•. 3, 037, 892 15l180, 034 53 299, 509 OOi 84, 000 OOi 15, 165 00
*Acts of Congress.
t Interest on the Indiana bond for $1,000, in the hands of Hon. G. N. Fitch, included in this amount.
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No. 242. -Indian trust fund-Continued.
No. 2.-Statement of stock account, exhibiting in detail the securities in which the funds of each
tribe are invested; the deficit arising from the abstraction of bonds in 1860, (for which Cong1·ess has made no provision;) the interest upon the same, computed to Janrwry I, 1864; the
amount now on hand; the annual interest on the same; also, the interest on bonds of the nonpaying States, computed to January I, 1864.
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State of Plorida ........... .
Georgia .......... .

~~~;~~~~ _. ~ ~ ~:: ~ ~:
Missouri. . ........ .
North Carolina .... .
Sout.h Carolina .... .
Tennessee ........ .
Tennessee ........ .
Virginia .......... .
United States loan of 1862 ..

7
6
5
6
6
6
6
6
5
6
6

Total. ........... .

$7, 000
1, 500
94,000
7, 000
50, 000
20, 000
117,000
5, 000
125, 000
90, 000
1, 700

00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00

518, 200 00

. ---------- .
. ---.------............
. . . .. . . .. .. .
$50, 000 00
13, 000 00
............
5, 000 00
. -- -- . ---- . .
. . . .. . . . . .. .
.. . .. . .. .. . .
68, 000 00

$7, 000 00
$490 00
$1, 085 00 ------ -- -1, 500 00
90 00
270 00 ---- .. ---.
94,000 00
4, 700 00 ..................... .
7, 000 00
420 00
1, 330 00 -- ....... .
--------.--. ---- ........ --........ .. $9, 000 00
7, 000 00
420 00
1, 260 00
2, 445 00
117,000 00
7,020 00
24,570 00 ......... .
. -- . . . . .. .. . . - ..... -- . . . -- . . . . .. .. ..
900 00
125, 000 00
6, 250 00
18, 750 00 . -- .... -- .
90, 000 00
5, 400 00
16, 200 00 . - ..... - ..
1, 7QO 00
102 00 ..................... .
I

I

24, 892 00

00 1

2, 700 00

450, 200 00

63, 465 00

12, 345 00

CHEROKEE ORPHAN FUND.

State of Virginia .•.•.......

•

..•. ..•... .. .... .. ...•. .

" · 00)

•• 100 00 ......... .

CHEROKEE SCHOOL FUND.

State of Florida ........... .
Louisiana ........ .
Missouri .... -----Mis~ouri. ....... _..
North Carolina .... .
South Carolina .... .
Tennessee ........ .
Virginia ...... _... .
United States loan ofl862 ..

7, 000 00
7
2, 000 00
6
5t 10,000 00
5, 000 00
6
6
21,000 00
6
1, 000 00
7, 000 .oo
6
6 135,000 00
6
10,800 00

Total. .....•......

198, 800 00

. ... ----.-..
7, 000 00
490 00
805 00
. -- ... -- - - . .
2, 000 00
120 00
380 00
.... -- ... - . . 10, 000 00
550 00
1, 650 00
-- - ...... -- .
5, 000 00
300 00
900 00
8, 000 00
13, 000 00
780 00
2, 340 00
] ' 560 00
-- ....... -- .
1, 000 00
60 00
210 00
7, 000 00 . - ........... -.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1, 260 00
. ---- .. -- -- . 135, 000 00
8, 100 00
24, 300 00 .. -- ... -- .
. . -- .. -- . - . . 10, 800 00
648 00 -- .......... -- ..... -- .
15, 000 00

30, 585 00

2, 820 00

183, 800 00

11, 048 00

5 ....................... .

2, 000 00

100 00

5 ------------ .......... ..
6

i:i:::::

l;g:::; 1.':'00 00 ::::::::::

4, 200 00

222 00

CHICKASAW INCOMPETENTS.

State of Indiana .......... .

300 00 ...... ----

CHICKASAW ORPHANS,

State of Arkansas ......... .
United States loan of 1862 ..
TotaL .......... ..

1-------------1·- --------1··---------!------

1, 500 00 ......... .

CHIP PEW A AND CHRISTIAN
INDIANS.

State of Kansas ........... .
Missouri. ......... .
United States loan of 1862 ..

7 ....................... ,
6
6

26,000 00
5, 000 00
600 00

1,820 DO
300 00
36 00

Total. ...... ____ ..

....... -.---·-.·I·.. -----·--.

31,600 00

2,156 00

.....

~

.... - .. " - .. . . ............ - . .
900 00 ......... .

900 00 .. -- . -- -- .

CHOCTAW GENERAL FUND.

State of Missouri. ...•......
Virginia .......... .
United States loan of 1862 ..

2, 000 00
6 --------··-- -------·---450,000 00
6
6
2, 000 00.

120 00
360 00 ------ .. • ,
2'7, 000 00
81,000 00 ---.----.120 00 . - . - ... - . . . . . - - .... - - •

Tomi .. ., ~ .- ~ . . . .. . . ......... __ .... \::;;·.;:;;.::::;--;:::::·;;;;;·_;;::_;;;;_.;;;;.,!. :;:::;;45;:::::4;;;:,0:;;;0;;;;0::;;0::::0='1 ,=27::;;,:;;;;24;;;:0::;;00=1 =8==1,=3=60=00;:=1;;L==·
==---=·::::;.·=
· ·=··_
1
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CHOCTAW SCHOOL FUND.

State of M:issourL.. .. . . . . . .
United States loan of 1862 . .

6 . . . • • • . . . • . . • • • • • • . . . • . . $19, 000 00
6 . . . . . . . . • • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 102, 000 00

Total ................. .. .... . ..... 1 . . . . . . . . .

..

$1,140 00
6,120 00

$3, 420 00 .. - .. -.. - -

- ~-1-2-1,-0·0-0-00-l--7-,2-6-0--00-~--3-,-42_0_0_0-:l--_-_-_-___-_.

CREEJ( ORPHANS.

State of Kentucky . ... .. .. .
Missouri .......... .
Missouri . ......... .
'reunessee ........ .
Virginia .......... .
United States loan of 1862 ..

5 ------------ .......... ..
5i ...................... ..
6 .... . ................. ..

5 ...................... ..
6 -----------------------6 ------------ ------------

1, 000
28,000
28, 000
20,000
73,800
68,000

50
1, 540
1, 680
1, 000
4, 428
4, 080

00
00
00
00
00
00

•rotal....... .. .. .. .. . . .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. . .. .. .. . 218, BOO 00

00
00
00
00
00
00

12, 77s oo

4, 620
5, 040
3, 000
13, 284
1

00
00
00 -- - -- -- -- 00 -- -- -- -- --

25,944 00

DELAWARE GENERAL FUND.

State of .Florida ........... .
Georgia .......... .
Louisiana ........ .
Missouri. ......... .
North Carolina . ... .
South Carolina ... ..
United States loan of 1862 . .
L eavenworth, P.awnee, and
Western Railroad Co .....

7 ...................... ..
6
6
6
6

6
6

59,000
2, 000
4, 000
10,000
121, 000
1, 000
210,300

00
00
00
00
00
00
00

4,130
120
240
600
7, 260
60
12,618

00
00
00
00
00
00
00

6 ............ ------------ 286,742 15

17,204 53

--I 694, 042 15

42, 232 53

Total.. .....................................

6 ............ ------------

210 00 ------- --.

31, 935 00

f

11,000 00 '

660 00

= = - - - - - - - - --- - = =:= ==i=====i====

IOWAYS.

State of Florida............ . 7
Kansas . .. . . . .. . . . . 7
Louisiana . . . . .. . .. 6
North Carolina.. . . . 6
South Carolina . .... 6
United States loan of 1862. . 6

22,000
17,600
9, 000
21,000
3, 000
12,500

Total ............ .

00
00
00
00
00
00

85,100 00

1= = = =1= ===

KANSAS, (SCHOOLS.)

State of Missouri. ......... .
Missouri. ......... .
United States loan of 1862 ..

22, 365 00 -- -- -- ....

= = = =I====

DELAWARE SCHOOL FUND.

United Siates loan of 1862 ..

8, 240 00 -- -- -- -- -360 00 -- -- -- .. -760 00 .... ------

5t ------------ ------------

6 ............ -----------6 ------------------------

Total. ........... .

1s ooo oo
2,1000 00
8,100 00
28,100 00

- -- - - - - - - ===:===i=====i=====i= = =
KASKASKIAS,PEORIAS, WEAS,
AND PIANKESHAWS.

State of Florida .......... ..
Kansas ........... .
Louisiana .......•..
North Carolina ..•..
South Carolina . ....
United States loan of 1862..
Total. .......... ..
JIIENOMONEES.

State of K~ntuc~y .........
MISSOUl'l • • • • • • • •••

Tennessee ........ .
United States loan of 1862 ..
Total ..•••••••••••

7 ------------ .......... ..

7
6
6
6
6

............ ----------------------------------............ ------ ..... .
....................... .
............ ----------- -

37,000
47,000
15,000
43,000
3, 000
400

00
00
00
00
00
00

2, 590
3, 290
900
2, 580
180
24

00
4, 445 00 .. ...................
00 ---· · ·· ·- --- ..................
00
2, 900 00 ...................
00
8, 355 00 .. ..................
00
630 00 .. ..................
00 ............ -- -- .. .................

145,400 00
9, 564 00
16,330 00 ................
----------------1-----------====1=======1========1=======1======

5 ------------ -----------6
5
6

---- ------------1---------·--

77,000
9, 000
19,000
57,000

00
00
00
00

162,0~!

3, 850
540
950
3, 420

00
00
00
00

8, ~60 oo

........................ ...................
1, 620 00 ... . ..............
2, 850 00 ....................
..................

------------

I

4,470 00 /----------
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No. 242.-Indian trust fund-Continued.
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OSAGES, (SCHOOLS.)

State of Missouri _--- __ - - __
United States loan of 1862.-

6 ------------ -----------6 ------------ ------- --- --

TotaL_- .. - .. _. . . .. ........ __ .. __ .... _...... -I

$7,000 00
34,000 00
41, 000 00

I

$420 00
2, 040 00

$1, 260 00 - - - .. - - - - -

2, 460 00

1, 260 00 1- - - -- -- ---

480 00
24 00

1, 440 00 .... - .. ---

OTTAWAS OF BLANCHARD'S
FORK.

State of llfissourL .. ___ .. _..
United States loan of 1862 ..

6 ------------ ------------

6

Total ............ .

8, 000 00
400 00
8, 400 00

1,440 00

1----------

OTTAWAS OF ROCHE DE
B<EUF.

State of Missouri. .... _.....
United States loan of 1862 ..

6 ------------ ........... .
6

1, 000 00
550 00

60 00
33 00

180 00 ----------

Total. ...... _..•. _
OTT AW .AS .AND CHIPPEWAS.

State of Missouri. ......... .
Tennessee ........ .
Virginia _..... ___ ..
- United States loan of 1862 ..

6 ...................... ..
5
6
6

Total. ........•...

10,000
1, 000
3, 000
8, 300

22, 3oo oo

POTTAWATOMIES, (MILLS.) .

United States loan of 1862. _

00
00
00
00

6 -- -----

--1- - ----

50,Ioo

600
50
180
498

00
00
00
00

1, 328 oo

1, 800 00
150 00
540 00
1

2, 490 oo

1-- .. __ ....

oo~___ooJ _______ J_

---

POTTAWATO!IUES, (EDUCA·
TION.)

State of Indiana .......... .
Missouri. . __ .. ____ .
United States loan of 1862 ..

5
6
6

Total. ...• _____ ...

·----------------------

67,000 00
5, 000 00
94, 100 00

------------ ------------

5, 000 00

250 00 1- - - ___

6, 000
7, 000
3, 000
400

00
00
00
00

1RO 00

16,400 00

889 oo

$68,000 00
5, 000 00
94,100 00

3, 400 00 *10, 450 00 ---.-----300 00
900 00 .. - - -- - - ..
5, 646 00 ---- .. --- -- --- .. ----l- - 00
-l- 1,
-000
- 00
-l- - 00
-l--9,-3--46-00 -1 11,350 00
166,100
167,100
$1,000 00

1--- .. -----

SENECAS,

State of Kentucky .......•.

5

_J __ -----

SENECAS AND SHAWNEES.

State of K~ntuc~y ........ .
M!SSOUI'l .• -- - - - - - - •

Missouri __ .... __ . _
United States loan of 1862 ..

5 ...................... ..

5t ...................... ..

6 ...................... ..
6 ....... ---- .......... ..

Total. ........... .
:5TOCKBRIDGES AND MUN·
SEES.

United States loan of 1862 ..
TONAWANDA BAND OF
SENECAS.

United States loan of 1862 ..

·='------

6, 000 00

84,800 00

300 00
385 00

1, 155 00 -- - - - - - - -.
540 00 .. - -- -- .. -

24 00

1

1, 695 oo

3®00'---

1-- ... ___ ..

_J ____ _

5, 088 00 -- - ... - -- - . - ..... --- - •

*The interest upon the bond for $1,000 now in the hands of Hon. G. N. Fitch, computed
isincluded in thi~ amount.

January 1, 1864,
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No. 242.- Indian trust fund-Continued.
No. 3.-Statement of stocks ltcld by tlte Secretary of tlte Interior in trnst for varions Indian
tribes, showing t!te amount now on hand; also, the amonnt of abstracted bonds for which
Congress has made no appropriation.
Stock.

Per cent.

Amount.

Arkansas--- __ ..... --- ........... --- ... ---- ....... --- .. ----._........... -..................... - ....... - . . . . . . . . . . .
Georgia ...... -... --- .... - .......... ---- ......... - .... ----.-.Indiana ... - -..... - -- ......... - -- ...... - - -- ......... -- .. -- . . ..
Kansas _....... - .............•...... - .......... - . - . . . • . . . . . . .

5
7
6
5
7

$3,000
132,000
3, 500
69,000
90,600
183,000
37,000
63,000
114,000
205,000
125,000

]<~lorida

~~~:~~!r:

:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::~ ~ ::::::

:Missouri -.... -....• - .. -... - -. - ......•...•......• -...... - . . . . .
Missouri - _..................... - ....•...... - . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . • .
North Carolina_ ............ - .............• _- .......... -......
South Carolina .... __ .•.... -- .. -- ..•.... - .... -- •. --...........
Tennessee ......................... - .................... --...

~

5t
6
6
6
6

:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: ::·::: :::::: ~
UniWdStat.a:::oflB62 ::::::: ::::: :::: ::: :: :: 1---- ' ____

~~~:~:e~---:

Leavenworth, Pawnee, and We~tern Railroad Company.- .. -...

6

00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00

Am't abstracted.

-- ··- ··ii: ooo· oo
50,000 00
21,000 00
12,000 00

~g~; ~g~ ~~ ::~~~~::~ :~:: :::
2~6 , ~,4 2 15 -_ •__-_- _--_ -- -_ -- _--_ ---- -_·_·_
7 4 2 50 00

3,~7,892151-- 84,000 00

No. 242.-Indian t/rust fund-Continued.
o. 4.-Statement of non-paying State 3tocl's held by the Sec:etary of the Jnteri 01• in trust for the time being f.or vario~tS Indian ~ri?es, showing their pa.r value, the original cost, and the interest,
computed at five per cent. per annum upon the anginal cost, from the date of the last payment of mterest or app1·opnatwn for that purpose by Congress to January 1, 1864.

13._. 1 ..

State.

~

----------1
Arkansas .......•.......• ·1
Florida...................

Name of tribe.

at parj Total amounts
IAmount
value.
at par value.

I

I

Original cost. ITotal amounts atj Interest tt 5 1 Totalinterest .
original cost.
~:i~i~~~ ~o~f

Time.
~
ttj
Mj

1- - - - -

$3, ooo oo I-_______ .. ___ .
$2, 998 62
0--- -0---- .. -.-$1, 000 00 0---.-- ---0-- --

5
7

l, 000 00
5, 000 00
1,000 00

6, 000
59, 698
22,000
16,000
21,000

1

0

-

-

0

-

-

-

•

0

$1,499 31

~

1-3

-

-

-

-

-

•

-

-

•

-

•

-

-

-

-

-

•

-

-

-

-

•

-

-

0

b:j

00
50
00
00
00

1-3
~

ttj
00.

ttj

Georgia .....•.•••........ I 6
Indiana .....•..•.•.•..•.. I

0

~
ttj
1-j

51Chickasaw incompetents .......•...•. - -- .

>- ·

Pottawatomies, (education)

~
~

Missouri .•.•.....••.•..... I 5t' Cherokee school fund .•••.....
Creek orphanH ........••..••....... -.-. - .
Kamas, (schools) .........•.•...• -- .... -Senecas and Shawnees .•••.•..•.•.••.....
Missouri. ..••...••••.•.... I

61Cherokee school fund ............•••..•..

Chippewa and Christian Indians ........•.
Choctaw general fund
Choctaw ~chool fund
Creek orphans ..........•....•..•••.....
Kansas, (schoolii,)
Menomonees ........................... .
Osages, (schools) ....................... .
Ottawas of Blanchard's Fork ............ .
Ottawas of Roche De Breuf ............. .
Ottawas and Chippewas ................ .
Poftawatomies, (education) ............. .
Senecas and Shawnees ..•.••.

1

North Carolina ...•..•••. _1 6

Cherokee national fund -- .. -. ---- · · --- - - - ~
' Cherokee school fund ................... .

1

....•do ..... .
. ... do ..... .
.... do ..... .
.... do ..... .

:::::::::::JHF::·

1-3
~

ttj

~

z1-3
ttj
~
~

0

!'0

J

I ~:S~~!ki~~; -p~~~i~s-,-&"~::::::::::::::::: -----'

·

0

b:j

36 months ..

OJ

0

C).:)

No. 242.-lndian trust fund-Continued.

O':l

0

~

StatE.'.

tt

5
Amount at pari Total amounts • Original cost. ITotal amounts atl! Interest
I Totalinterest.
value.
at par value.
original cost.
~~i~i~e;t ~o~f

• Name of tribe.

·1

!

I

----

.

.

$38,747
75,605
15,597
37,642
6

Time.

1------1-----

~

t?j

99
84
50
02

"<:1

0

~

1-3

I Cherokee national fund

0

Cherokee school fund ................... .
Delaware general fund
Ioways .............. .
Kaskaskias, Peorias, &c

~

1-3

p::

t?j

5
5

00
t?j

0
!;:d

Virginia ..................

1

t?j

6

1-3

>
!;:d
1-1

City of Wheeling, (guarantied by State of Virginia.)

0

~

Chesapeake & Ohio Canal I 6
Company, (guarantied
by the State of Virginia.)

1-3

p::

Richmond and Danville, I 6 I Creek orphans
(guarantied by the State
of Virginia.)
Louisiana ............... ·1 6
Louisiana . • • . . .. • • . . . • • . . 6

Total. ............................. .............. .

36months ..

t?j
H

39months .•
38 months ..
.............. , .... do ..... .
.... do .... ..
.... do .... ..
................... do .... ..
3,177 36
239,240 50

"The Indiana bond referr'ed to in the report of Joseph A. Williamson on the state of the trust fund, dated November 30, 1861, is included in these amounts.

z

1-3
t?j

!;:d
H

0

ro

RECAPITULATION OF STATEMENT No.4.
Name of tribe.

Par value.

Cherokee national fund ......................
Cherokee school fund .......................
Cherokee orphans ...........................
Chickasaw orphans .........................
Chickasaw incompetents ....................
Chippewa and Christian Indians .............
Choctaw general fund .......................
Choctaw school fund ........................
Creek orphans ..............................
Delaware general fund ......................
Ioways ....•.•..............................

$354,500
173,000
45,000
3, 000
2, 000
5, 000
452,000
19, 000
149,800
187,000
55,000

00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00

Original cost. 1 Interest at 5
per cent. on
original cost.
$338,411
157,256
40, 500
2, 998
2, 000
5, 219
407, 087
19,833
143,984
179,807
50, 417

$53,315
23,323
6, 075
J_, 499
300
782
61,063
2, 975
21,597
24,493
6, 781

25
39
00
62
00
45
78
91
82
33
50

89
88
00
31
00
91
17
09
70
98
35

Name of tribe.

Par value.

Kansas, (schools) ..........................
Kaskaskias, Peorias, W eas, and Piankeshaws .
l\1enomonees .. .............................
Ottawas and Chippewas ....................
Ottawas of Blanchard's Fork ...............
Ottawas of Roche De Breuf ................
Osages, (Rchools) ...........................
Pottawatomies, (education) .................
Senecas and Shawnees .....••........•.....

$20,000
98,000
28,000
14,000
8, 000
1, 000
7, 000
73,000
10,000

Original cost. 1 Interest at 5
per cent. on
original cost.

00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00

TotaL .........••...........••..... 1, 704, 300 00

$20,087
89,865
28,250
14, 131
8, 351
1, 043
7, 307
77,483
10,134

78
72
82
31
12
89
23
54
26

1, 604, 172 72

$3,013
11,763
4, 237
2,119
1, 252
156
1, 096
11,872
1, 520

17
71
62
69
67
58
08
55
15

239,240 50

~
t;j

"'d
0

~

1-:"3

0

1-=j

1-:"3

::q

trj

No. 5.-INDIAN TRUST l<"'UND.-Statement of abstracted bonds, (for which no app1·opriation has been made,) showing the par ?Jalue, the original cost, and the
interest, computed at the rate of five per cent. per annum upon the original cost, from the date of the last payment to January 1, 1864.
State.

~
~

Amount at par Total amounts
at par value.
value.

Name of tribe.

P-c

Missouri ................ .
North Carolina .......... .
North Carolina

Cherokee national fund ..................

i..............

IOriginal cost.

0

Total amounts atl Interest at 5 Total interest.
original cost.
~:i~i~~~~o~~

..............

$39, 250 00 . • . . . . . . . . . . . .

$5, 887 50

1

1

1- .............

TotaL .......................... .

~10 00 1- ............. ----w, 54022

RI~CAPITULA TION.

Name of tribe.

Cherokee national fund ............. .
Cherokee school fund ..........•..•..
Total ........•..............

36 months ..

0

~

1-:"3

::q
trj
H

z1-:"3
~

$68,000 00
15, 000 00

oo

~
~
~

t!:l

Original cost. 1 Interest at 5
per cent. on
original cost.

Par value.

83, ooo

~
t;j

1-:"3

::::::: ~~::: :::::::::::::::::::::::: ~::: · · · ·$1: oaa· aa· ....... ~·- ~~~- ~~- ····$6: 597· 50· ...... -~~ ~~~- ~~. · · ··$i; 012· 69 · ...... -~~~- ~~- ·39~~~th~::
Cherokee schoolfund ....................
8,000 00 ...... iis;ooo.oo·
7,300 00 ...... i ,. .
1,186 25 ..... :
. ..... do ..... .
3 897 50
2 258 34
Cherokee national fund.
5, 000 00 ..•............ ·1
4, 112 50 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
616 88 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 36 months ..
7 000 00
6 195 00
929 25
Cherokee school fund ........ .
······i2;ooo.oo·
······io:3o7.5a·
·····i,-546.i3 ..... do ....•.
'
'
_____

Tennessee.

Time.

1---------1----------1-------$50, 000 00

?71
t;j

69,110

oo

pd

$8,424 72
2,115 50

$55,615 00
13,495 00
1

H

0

1

10,540 22

OJ

0
CJ1

No. 243.
Statement showing tlte present liabilities

if tl~e

O':l

0

United States to Indian tribes, under stipulations
.s~-;;

t'~ .o_.,j

«
"''""..,
tll'"CI..,::!

Description of annuities, stipulations,
&c.

I References

to Jaws;
Statutes at Large.

I Number of instalments yet unappro·
priated, exceptions, remarks, &c.

<

'fwenty-five instalments; three yet
to be appropriated.

~2~~ i; .

~a

;E -~ ~;, ~ ~ ~

~ ~ .§

Ten instalments of $20,000; two instalments to be appropriated.

~~

~::!c'Jo't:l
:§ ~ -~

~g_ :-~

.£

-

"'

S-:5 ~ g § ~
8 0".0 § 0..,

g;~~'""~t'

~~£~
~ s ~ .~
Blackfoot nation ..... . Purchase of goods, provisions, and Vol. 11, page 659 .... -I
other useful nrt.icles, &c.: 9th article
treaty 17th October, 1855.
Chippewas of Lake Su- Por money, goods, support of schools, Vol. 7, page 592, and
perior.
provisions, two carpenters, anrl tovol. 10, page 1111.
bacco; compare 4th article treaty
October 4, 1842, and 8th article treaty
September 30, 1854.
Do .•...•.•...... Twenty instalment~ iu coin, goods, im- Vol. 10, page 11 ...•. -I
plements,&c., ::mdforeducation; 4th
article treaty September 30, 1854.
Do ............. . Twenty instalments for six smiths and Vol. 10, pages 1109
assi:;tants and for ir011 and steel; 2d
and ll11.
and 5th articles treaty Sept. 30, 1854.
Do ............. . Twenty instalments for the seventh . ..... do ............ smith, &c.

.~ 'g ~ -~ JJ cH

til'"';:: >:l
~ -~-:§ :g
~::! c'J 0

Names of tribes.

if treaties,

~::::: aJ·§·a~~

~~:::=
~~~~
.., ..c1 ~
..c1 oil 0.
0

~~bo ..... ;::~Q)

~~·8 ~~:S~
g a3
-<~~,g ~.s.., ·~""

.0'-'
Ol oil

<i!"2
::!-<"
::!

~

~..,

o!§

<s§
...,"'
~0.
::!~

o ....

so

-<

~

~c .

rn-~ ~ ~~

>=i§
g~ ~ .
.., <' sq:1::!"'

~;..,g~~~
~cv l=l ca ~·s
.oo.~'"CIO.~
--+o)Cl)

$:I

·--Cl)

e~~~~!
.a""' ..g 0.».s> ;: >:l~
rd ....... :::::::: ..
0

d

]~ §:§-;{§
""'>:l c'::!~
-so
J

8~

<
·········-r···

~

tlj

>-c:l

0

~
~

0

~
~

~

tlj
U1
tlj

0

~
tlj
~

p...
~

Twenty instalments of $19,000 each;
eleven yet unappropriated.

I Twenty
instalments of $6,300 each;
eleven yet unappropriated.
Twenty instalments, estimated at
$1,060 each ; thirteen yet unappropriated.
Estimated at $2,260 per annum ......

Do .....•........ For support of a smith, assiRtant, and Vol. 10, page 1112 ... ·I
shop, and pay of two farmers during
the pleasure of the President; 12th
article treaty.
Chippewas of the Mis- Money, goods, support of school~, pro- Vol. 7, page 592, and I Twenty-five instalments; three unsissippi.
visions, and tobacco; compare 4th
vol. 10, page 1111.
expended.
article treaty October 4, 1842, and
8th article treaty September 30,1854.
Do ......... -- -- . Two farmers, two carpenters, and .•.•.. do ............. ! Twenty-fivein gtalments; threeunexsmith und assistants, iron and steel;
pended; one-third payable to these
4th article treaty October 4, 1842,
Indians ($1,400) for three years.
and September 30, 1854.
Do ••.•..•.•..... Twenty in11talments in money, $20,000 Vol. 10, paie 1167 .•• -I Third article treaty February 22,
each.
16!}5; eleven unexpended.

~

0

~

~

~

tlj

1-1

z~
tlj
~

1-1

0

!d

Money, $10,666 67; goods,$8,000; and
purposes of utility, $4,000; 3d article
treaty F ebruary 22, 1855.
Do ............. . J!'or purposes of education; same article and treaty.
Do ............. . For support of smiths' shop; sn.me article and treaty.
Chickasaws ......... . Permanent annuity in goods._ .... __ ..
Chippewas, Menomo- Ei!ucation during the pleasure of Congress.
necs, Winnebagoes,
and New York Indians.
Chippewas of Saginaw, Ten instalments in coin of $10,000
Swan creek, and
each; and for the support of smiths'
shops ten years, $1,240 per year;
Black river.
8ame article, &c.
Choctaws ......•••.• -I Permanent annuities

Chippewas, Pillagers,
and Lake Winnebagoshi~h.

Do ..•••...•..••. l
Do ......•....•.. l
Creekil

Do ...... ! ....... ,
Do ......•.•.....
Do .......••.••.. I
Do ...........•.. ,
Delawares............

Vol. 10, page 1168 .•. -I Thirty ins.talments; twenty-one un
appropnated.
Twenty instalments of $3,000 each;
eleven unexpended.
Fifteen
instalments, estimated at
. ..... do.
$2,120 each; six unappropriated.
Act
Fe
b.
28, 1790, $3,000 per year- - . . . -- -- . . . . . .
Vol. 1, page 619 ..... .
Vol. 7, page304 ..... . 5th article treaty August 11, 1827.... 1 1, 500 00

1;:lj
t:'j

"'0
0

~

Vol. 7, page 634 ..... -I Two instalments yet to be appropriated, and two subsequent instalment~ of $18,000.
9~,

2d article treaty Nov.16, 1805, $3,000;
13th article treaty Oct.l8, 1820, $600;
2d article treaty Jan.20,1825,$6,000.
Provisions for smith, &c .•....... : .... \ Vol. 7, page212 ..... . 6th article treaty October 18, 1820,
and 9th article treaty January 20,
1825-say $920.
Intcreston$500,000;articles10and131 Vol. 11, pages 613 Five per cent. for educational purposes.
treaty June 22, 1855.
and 614.
Permanent annuities ................. Vol. 7, pa~es 36, 69, 4tharticlctreaty August,1790, $1,500;
article treaty June 16, 1802,
2d
'
and 289.
$3,000; 4th article treaty January
24, 1826, $20,000.
Smiths, s.~ops, &c .... __ ....•.. __ .. _.. , Vol. 7, page 287 ..•... 8th article treaty January 24, 1826say $1 ,110.
8th article treaty January 24, 1826,
"\Vheelwnght, permanent .........•......... do.
$600.
Allowance during the pleasure of the Vol. 7, pages 287 and 5th article treaty February 14, 1833,
and 8th article traaty January 24,
Pre~ident.
419.
1826.
Interest on $200,000 held in trust; 6th I Vol. 11, pages 701 and Five per cent. for education ........ .
article trenty August 7, 1856.
702.
Life annuities, &c., two chiefs ___ .____ Vol. 7, page 399 ...... \ Treaties of 1818, 1829, and 1832 ..... .
Vol. 7, pages
and 236.

213,

Do ...... . ••..... I Interest on $46,080, at 5 per centum ... \ Vol. 7, page 327 ...... , Resolution of the Senate January19,
1832.
Seminoles, (Florida In- Ten instalments for support of schools; Vol. 11, page 702 ..... Four paymentY of $::1,000 each ....... , __ ......... .
diana.)
8th article treaty August 7, 1856.
Do ............•. Ten instalments for agricultural pur- ...... do ............. I Four payments of $2,000 each ..... ..
poses ; ~am e article and treaty.
Four payments of $2,200 each ...... .
Do ....••...•.... Ten instalments for support of smiths . ..... do.
and shops; same article and treaty.
Do ••••••.....•.. Interest on $500,000, per 8th article . ..... do.
$25,000 annuities .
treaty August 7, 1856.
I oways ..... . .. . ..... . Interest on $57,000, being the balance Vol. 7, page 568, and 12d article treaty October 19, 1838, and
vol. 10, page 1071.
9th article treaty May 17, 1854.
of $157,000.
Kaniias
Val. ~~page 842...... 2d article treaty January 14, 1846 .•..
Interest on $200,000

1-3
0

~

9, 6oo oo 1
920

oo

I

192,000 00
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18,400 00
500,000 00
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490,000 00
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600 00

22,200 00
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500,000 00
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57,000 00
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Names of tribes.

Description of annuities, stipulations,
&c.

References to laws;
Statutes at Large.

I Number of imtalments yet unappropriated, exceptions, remarks, &c.
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Kickapoos . . • . . . . . . . . Interest on $100,000 ... _.. _........... Vol. 10, page 1079 .... 2d ar~icle treaty May 18, 1854 ....... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
$62, 000 00
Do. . . . . . . . . . . . . . Gradual payment on $200,000 ......•........ do. . ... -- ---- -- 2d article treaty May 18, 1854; $138,000 1. . . . . . . . . . . . 1
her etofore appropriated ; due.
Menomonees .......... Payofmillerforfifteenyears ......... Vol. 9, page953, and 3d article treaty May 12, 1854, $9,000;
vol. 10, page 1065.
$4,800 heretofore appropriated; due.
Do ...........•.. Support of smith's shop, twelve years ....... do.
Four imtalmen ts of $916 66 unappropriatrd.
Do .•............ '!'en instalments of$20,000each ....... Vol. 9, page 953 ..... . 4th article treaty 1848; two unappropriated.
Do.--- ... - •...• ·t Fifteen equal instalments to pay Vol. 10, page 1065 ..•. 4th article treaty 1\fay 12, 1854, and
Senate'8 amendment thereto.
$242,686, to commence in 1867.
Miamies.............. Permanent provision for ~miths, shop, Vol. 7, pages 191 and 5th article treaty October 6, 1818; 5th
464, and vol. 10,
article treaty October 23, 1834; and
&c., and miller.
page 1095.
4th article treaty June 5, 1854-say
$940 for shop and $600 for miller.
Do.-------- .. -- Tw~nty instalments. upon $200,000 .... I Vol. 10, page 1094 .... $150,000 of said sum payable in twenty
instalments of $7,500 each, sixteen
unappropriated.
3d artioletreaty June 5, 1854, Senate's
Do.-----.--.---- ~ Interest on $50,000, at 5 per centum .. -~- ..... do.
amendment.
Do.............. Interest on $221,257 86, in trust....... Vol. 10, page 1099 ..•. 4th article treaty ofJ854 ······--··· ·t······ ······
Eel River Miamies . • . . Permanent annuities................. Vol. 7, pages 51, 91, 4th article treaty 1795; 3d article
treaty 1805; and 3d article treaty
114.
September, 1809, aggregate.

.I

Navajo Indians •..... - ~ Presents to Indians . .................
Nisqually, Puyallup, l!'or }Jayment of $32,000 in graduated
and other tribes and
payments.
bands of Indians.
Do.- •... --...... Pay of instructor, smith, physician,
carpenter, &c., twenty years.

·j Vol.
9, page 975 ..... - ~ lOth article treaty September 9, 1849.
Vol. 10, page 1133 .... 4th article treaty December 26, 1854;
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still unappropriated.
Vol. 10, page 1134 .••. [ lOth article treaty December 26,
1854, estimated at $6,700 per year;
eleven instalments yet to be appropriated.

"'

:01)

73,700 00

Vol. 10, page 1044 .•.. Nine instalments paid, (see 4th article treaty Marc~ 16, 1854,) to be
appropriated.
Do .•.•••••...... l Support of smiths' shops, miller, and Vol. 10, page 1045.--. 8th article treaty, estimatedat$2,140
farmer, ten years.
per year; one year to be provided
~
for.
C.O Ottoes and Missourias -I Forty instalm'ts, graduated, ($385, 000,) Vol. 10, page 1039 .... 4th article treaty March 15, 1854,
nine instalments paid, to be appro·
extending through forty years.
priated hereafter.
Do. __ ..• _....•. -I Support of smiths' shops, miller, and Vol. 10, page 1040 ..•. 7th article treaty Mareh 15, 1854, esfarmer, ten years.
timated at $3,940 per year, nine
appropriated.
Osages ...•.•..•..... -I Interest on $69,120, at 5 per cent ...•.. Pamphlet copy Laws For educational purposes, (Senate's
resolution January 19, 1833.)
1st session 36th
Congress, page 51.
Ottawas of Kansas ... -I Permanent annuities, their proportion j Vol. 7, pages 54, 106, 4th article treaty August 13, 1795;
4th and 5th articles of treaty Sep·
of.
176, 220.
tember 17, 1818; 4th article treaty
August 29, 1821; and 2d article
treaty November 17, 1807.
Ottawas and Chippe-~ Interest on $240,000, at 5 per cent .... -~ Vol. 7, page 497 ..... . Resolution of Senate May 19, 1836,
was of Michigan.
per year.
Do ..........•... Education, $5,000; missions, $3,000; Vol. 7, page 492 ..... . See 4th article treaty March 28, 1836.
medicines, $300, during the pleasure
of Congress.
Do ....•.•..•.•.. I Three blacksmiths, &c.; one gun· I Vol. 7, page 493 ..... . See 7th article treaty March 28, 1836,
annually allowed since the expira·
smith, &c. ; two farmers and assisttion of the number of years named
ants, during the pleasure v.f:he Pres·
ident.
in treaty. Aggregate, $6,440.
Do.............. Ten equal instl)lments for education, I Vol. 11, page 623 ..... 2d article treaty July 31, 1855; two
instalments yet unappropriated.
$8, 000 each.
Do.............. Support of four smiths' shops for ten ...•.. do ............. . 2d article treaty July 31, 1855; two
instalments yet unappropriated of
years.
$4,250 each.
Do .............. In part payment of $306,000.......... 1. . . . . . do ............ .. Same article and treaty, $10,000 for
ten years; two appropriations yet
to be made.
Do ............. $206,000 to be paid after ten years: .. Vol. 11, page 624 ... . Treaty July 31, 1855 .............. .
Do .............. IntereHt on $236,000 two years, bemg ...... do ............ .. Interest on unpaid consideration to
be paid as annuity, per 2d article
the principal sum remaining of the
$306,000.
treaty July 31, 1855.
Fortyinstalm'ts, graduated,($840 000,)
extending for forty years.

Omahas

1

p-j

tr.:l
~

0

~

1

·j

Do ............. . Ten instalments of $3,500 each to be
paid to the Grand River Ottawas.
Pawnees
Agricultural implements during the
pleasure of the President.
Do ............. . Five instalments in goods and such
articles as may be necessary for
them.

·j

To be paid as per capita; two in·
stalments yet to be appropriated.
Vol. 7, page 488 ...... 1 See 4th article treaty October 9, 1853.

Vol. 11, page 729 ..... See 2d article treaty September 24,
1857; first payment of annuities
of a permanent character, (being
the second series.)
Do .............. J For the support of two manual labor l...... do ............ . 3d article treaty; annually, during
schools.
the pleasure of the President.
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Description of annuities, stipulations, \ References to laws;
&c.
Statutes at Large.

I Number of instalments yet unappropriated, exceptions, remarks,&c.
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For pay of two teachers ...•.......... Vol. 11, page 729 .•.. j Same article and treaty; annual appropriation required.
Do ..•...•....... For purchase of iron and steel and ...... do
4th article treaty; annual appropriaother necessaries for same during
tion.
the pleasure of the President.
Do .....••.•...•. For pay of two blacksmiths, one of ...... do
4th article treaty; annual appropriawhom to be a gunsmith and tin·
tion required.
smith.
Do .•.....••..•.. For compensation of two strikers and ...... do
4th article treaty; annual appropria·
apprentices.
tion required.
Do .••....•...••. Ten instalments for farming utensils
4th article treaty; four appropria·
and stock.
tions remaining unpaid at the plea·
sure of the President.
Do ...•••• --··---~ For pay of farmer
4th article treaty; annual appropria·
tion required.
Do .•....•....... Ten instalmentli for pay of miller ..... 1 . • • • • . do
4th article treaty; four appropriations remainining at the discretion
of the President.
Do ....•..••...• -~ Ten instalments for pay of anengineer.l ...•.. do
Four appropriations yet r equired at
the discretion of the President.
Do .•.....••..... For compensatio.n to apprentices to as· ...... do
4th article treaty; annual appropria·
.
sist in working the mill.
tion required.
Pottawatomies .••..•.. Permanent annuity in money ...•... _. Vol. 7, pages 51, 114, 4th art. treat~ 1795, $1,000; 3d art.
185, 317, and 320;
treaty1809,$500; 3d art. treaty1818,
and vol. 9,page855.
$2, 500; 2d art. treaty 1828, $2, 000; 2d
art. treaty July, 1829, $1,600; lOth
art treaty June, 1846, $300.
Do.
Life annuities to surviving chiefs ..... -~ Vol. 7, pages 379 and 3d art. treaty Oct. 16, 1832, $200; 3d
433.
art. treaty Sept. 26, 1833, $700 ....
Do ...••.•••••••. I Education during the pleasure of Con- Vol. 7, pages296, 318, 3d article treaty October 16, 1826; 2d
gress.
and 401.
article treaty September 20, 1826;
and 4th article treaty October 27,
1832, $5, 000.
1
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Do .•...••..••.•. ] Permanent provision for three smiths

Vol. 7, pages31t:l, 296,
and 321.

Do ..••...•••.•.. ] Permanentprovisionforfurnishing salt.J Vol. 7, pages 75, 296,
and 320.
Do ......••...•• -~.Interest on $643,000, at five per cent

··1 Vol. 9, page 854 ..... .

Pottawatomies of Hu· P ermanent annuities ................. Vol. 7, page 106 ..... .
ron.
Quapaws ............. Provisions for education, $1,000 per Vol. 7, page 425 .... ..
Y:ear, and farmer and smith shop du·
rrng the pleasure of the President,
Rogue River ...•...•• -I Sixteen instalments of $2,500 each .... J Vol. 10, page 1019 .•..
Chasta, Scotin, and
Umpqua Indians.

$2,000 annually for fifteen years ...... ! Vol. 10, page 1122 ..•.

Do .............. I Support of schools and farmer fifteen
years.
Do ............. -~ Support of physician, medicines, &c.,
ten instalments.
Interest on $157,400 ................. .

Sacs and Foxes ofMisso uri.
Sacs and Foxes ofMis·
sissippi.
Do ............. .
Do ......•....•..
Senecas
Do .•.•.......•..
Senecas of New York.
Do ............. .
Do ............. .

Vol. 10, page 112'3 ..•.

~d

article treaty September 20, 1828;
3d article treaty October 16, 1826;
2d article treaty July 29, 1829;
three shops, at $940 each per year,
$2,820.
3d article treaty 1803; 3d article
treaty Octouer 1826, and 2d article
treaty July 29, 1829; estimated
$500.
7th article treaty June 1846; annual
interest, $32,150.
2d article treaty November 17, 1807,
$400.
3d article treaty May 13, 1833; $1,000
per year for education, and $1,660
for smith, farmer, &c.; $2,660.
3d article treaty September 10, 1853,
six instalments unappropriated.
3d article treaty November 18, 1854,
six instalments yet to be appro·
priated.
Same treaty, 5th article, estimated for
schools, $1,200; farmers, $1,000;
six appropriations due.
One instalment yet due of $1, 500 each.

2, 920 00

56,400 00

500 00

10,000 00
~
t_:rj

643,000 00
8, 000 00
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2d article treaty October 21, 1837 ....

157,400 00

1-3

Permanent annuity .••........••..••. 1 Vol. 7, page 85 ....... 1 3d article treaty November, 1804 ... .

1, 000 00

20,000 00

~

Interest on $200,000, at 5 per cent ..•. ·1 Vol. 7, page 541. ... .. 2d arti<;le treaty October, 1837 ..... .
Interest on $800,000, at 5 per cent .... _ Vol. 7, page 596 .... .. 2d article treaty October 11, 1842 ... .
Permanent annuities .............•... Vol. 7, pages 161 and 4th article treaty September 29, 1817,
$500; 4th article treaty September
179.
17, 1817, $500.
4th
article treaty February28, 1831Provision for smiths and smiths' shops Vol. 7, page 349 ......
say $1,660.
and miller during the pleasure of
the President.
Permanent annuity
Vol. 4, page 442 ...... Act February 19, 1831.. $6,000 00
3,750 00
Interest on $75,000................... Vol. 9, page 35....... Act June 27, 1846 . - .. ..
2,152 50
Interest on $43,050, transferred from ...•.. do.............. Act June 27, 1846 ..... .
the Ontario Bank to the treasury of
the United States.

10,000 00
40,000 00
1, 000 00

200,000 00
800,000 00
20,000 00

0

··················1
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1

SenecasandShawnees.j Pern:a_nent annuity ......... : ....... ·J Vol. 7, pa!e 179 .... ..
Do .............. ProVISIOns for support of smiths and Vol. 7, pa.,e 352 ..... .
smiths' shops during the pleasure of
the President.
Shawnees .•••••••••.. ! Permanent annuities for education .••. ! Vol. 7, pages 51 and 4th article treaty August 3, 1795; 4th
article treaty Septe]Jlber 29, 1817;
161, and vol. 10,
and 3d article treaty May 10, 1854.
page 1065.
Do .............. I Interest on $40,000 ................... !. ..... do ............. . 3d article treaty May 10, 1854 .................... ................ .
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Names of tribes.

Descriptions of annuities, stipulations,
&c.

I References

to laws;
Statutes at Large.

I

Number of instalments yet unappropriated, exceptions, remarks, &c.

~~~~

5;:; ~~~]£

Q)

So."'.o
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Six Nations of New Permanent annuity in clothing, &c. ··1
York.
Sioux of the Missis· Interest on $300,000..................
sippi.
Do .••.•••••.•••. I Fifty instalments of interest on
$112,000, being ten cents per acre
for reservation.
Do .•....•••.•••. 1 Fifty instalments of interest on
$1,360,000, at 5 per centum.
Do .•••••. • •.... -~
Do .•.•.. ·••.••• .
TreatyofFortLaramie l

Umpquas, Cow Creek
band.
Umpquas, Calapooias,
&c., Oregon.
Do ....•••••••••. 1
Do .•••.•••••.••. I

Vol. 7, page 46 ..••••. 16th article treatyNovemberll, 1794,
$4,500.
Vol. 7, page 539...... 2d article treaty September 29, 1837 .

Vol. 10, page 951. .. ••. Senate's amendment to 3d article;
thirty-seven instalments to be provided for, of $5,600 each.
Vol. 10, page 950 ..•.. 4th article treaty July23, 1851, $68,000
per annum; thirty-seven instal·
ments to be provided for.
Fifty instalments of interest on Vol. 10, page 955 .•... 4th article treaty August 5, 1851,
$1,100,000.
$58,000 per annum; thirty-seven
instalments yet to be appropriated.
Fifty instalments of interest on $59,000, I...... do .•...••..•.•.. Treaty August 5, 1851; thirty-seven
instalments of $3,450 to be provided
t~~-g ten cents per aci·e for reserva·
for.
Five instalments, at the discretion of I Senate amendment to Five instalments of $70,000 each, for
the President.
treaty Sept.17, 1851;
provisions and merchandise, for
payment of annuities, and transpor·
vol. 11, page 749.
tation of the same, &c.; two instalments yet to be appropriated.
Twenty instalments of $550 each ..... Vol. 10, page }()28 .... 3d article treaty September 19, 1853;
ten instalments yet due.
Twenty instalments, payments gradu- Vol. 10, page 1126 .... 3d article treaty November 29, 1854;
ated.
eleven instalments to be appropriated under direction of the Presiflent, $2,300; seconf! series.
Support of teachers, &c., twentyyears.l Vol. 10, page 1127 .••. 6th article treaty, estimated at$1,450
per year; eleven instalments yet
to be appropriated.
Support of physician fifteen years •••. I...... do .
6th article treaty, estimated at$2,000
per year ; six instalments yet to be
appropriated.
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Do •••.•••..••••. 1 Support of smith and shop and farmer ] .••••• do.
ten years.
Willamette
bands.

Valley

1

Twenty instalments, graduated payments.

I

Vol. 10, page 1144 ....

·I

Winnebagoes ........ , Interest on $1,100,000 . _.. __ ......... Vol. 7, page 546 ... --.
Do ........•..... Thirty instalments of intereston$85,000 Vol. 9, page 879.--.-Poncas .............. -~ Five instalments of $12,000 each for
beneficial objee.ts.
Do.............. Ten instalments for manual labor
school.

I VoL 12, page 997 · ·--.
VoL 12, page 998 .. --.

Do ....••........ Ten instalments, during the pleasure ...... do.
of the President, for aid in agricultural and mechanical pursuits.
D'Wamish and other For $150,000, in graduated payments, VoL 12, page 928 .....
alliedtribesinWashunder the direction of the President,
ington Territory.
in twenty instalments.
Do ..•........... Twenty instalments for agricultural VoL 12, page 929 .....
school and teachers.
Do ..••..•...... .J Twenty instalments for smith and l .••••. do ·
carpenter shop, and tools.
Do .•• ·•••••·· •. -~ Twenty instalments, blacksmith, car- ..••.. do.
penter, farmer, and physician.
Makah tribes ..••..... For beneficial objects $30,000, under
the direction of the President.

Vol. 12, page 940 .....

Do .•...••....... I Twenty instalments for an agricul- Vol. 12, page 941..- ..
tural and industrial school and
teachers.
Do .. • .. -- ...... -~ Twenty instalments for smith, carpen- I..•••. do.
ter, shop, and tools.
Do.............. Twenty instalments for blacksmith, I..••.. do .
carpenter, fanner, and physician.
Walla-Walla, Cayuse,
and Umatilla tribes.

I Forexpended
beneficial objects $100,000, to be I Vol. 12, page 946 .....
under the direction of the
Pre~ident.

Do .••••••••..••. For two millers, one farmer, one superintendent of farming operations, two
school teachers, one blacksmith, one
wagon and plough maker, and one
carpenter and joiner.

I Vol. 12, page 947 ..••.

6th article treaty, estimated at$1,500
per year; one instalment yet unappropriated.
2d article treaty January 22, 1855;
eleven instalments yet to be appropriated under the direction of the
President.
4th article treaty November, 18~7 .. - . .
4th article treaty October 13, 1836, 1.
$4,250 per year; thirteen instalments to be provided for.
2d article treaty March 12, 1858 ; one
instalment yet to be appropriated.
4th article treaty March 12, 1858; six
in~talments of $5,000 each to be
provided.
5th article treaty March 12, 1858; six
instalments of $7,500 each to be
provided.
•
6th ·article treaty January 22, 1855;
sixteen instalments yet to be pro·
vided for.
14th article treaty January 22, 1855;
sixteen instalments yet to be providedfor, estimated at $3,000 a year.
14th article treaty January 22, 1855;
sixteen instalments unappropriated,
estimated at $500 per year.
14th article treaty January 22, 1855;
sixteen instalments unappropriated,
estimated at $4,600 each year.
5th article treaty January 31, 1855;
sixteen instalments unappropriated
in graduated payments.
11th article treaty January 31, 1855;
sixteen instalments unexpended,
estimated at $2,500 per year.
11th article treaty ,January 31, 1855;
sixteen instalments unappropriated, estimated at $500 each year.
11th article treaty January 31, J 855;
sixteen instalments unappropriated, estimated amount necessary
each year $4,600.
2d article treaty June 9, 1855; six·
teen instalments, in graduated payments, unappropriated.
4th article treaty June 9, 1855; sixteen instalments to be provided for,
estimated at $11,200 each year.
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No. 8.-Statement showing the p 'resent liabilities
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States to Indiart tribes,
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References to laws ;
Statutes at Large.

J

Number of instalments yet unappropriated, explanations, remarks, &o.

Twenty instalments for mill fixtures, Vol. 12, page 947 ..... 4th article treaty June 9, 1855; sixtools, medicines, books, stationery,
teen instalments of $3,000 each,
fuTniture, &c.
unappropriated.
Do ...•...•...... Twenty instalments of $500, for each . ..... do.
5th article treaty June 9, 1855; sixof the head chiefs of these bands.
teen instalments yet due.
Do .•••••..•..... Twenty instalments for salary of son ...... do.
5th article treaty June 9, 1855; sixof Pio-pio-mox-mox.
teen instalments of $100 each yet
due.
4th article treaty June 9, 1855; sixYakama nation .••.... For beneficial objects $200,000, under
direction of the President, in twentyteen instalments to be provided for.
one instalments, in graduated payments.
5th article treaty June 9, 1855;
Do ...•.••.•..... Support of two schools, one of which ...... do.
to be an agricultural and industrial
twenty instalments, sixteen of
school, keeping them in repair, and
which are yet to be provided for,
at an estimate of $500 per year.
providing furniture, books, and stationery.
5th article treaty June 9, 1855; sixDo .......••...•. For one superintendent of teaching
teen instalments yet to be approand two teachers twenty years.
priated, estimated at $3,200.
5th article treaty June 9, 1855; sixDo ........•..... For one superintendent of farming and . ..... do.
two farmers, two millers, two blackteen instalments yet to be provided
smiths, one tinner, one gunsmith,
for, estimated at $9,400.
one carpenter, and one wagon and
plough maker, for twenty year)l.
Do .......•• ..... Twenty instalments for keeping in re5th article treaty June 9, 1855; sixpair grist and saw mill, and furnishteen instalments yet to be approing the necessary tools therefor.
priated, estimated at $500 each.
Do ........•..•.. Twenty instalments for keeping in re- ...... do.
5th article treaty June 9, 1855; sixpair hospital and furnishing mediteen instalments yet unappropriated, estimated at $300.
cines, &c.
Do .••.• ..•••..••. Twenty instalments for pay of physi- ...... do.
5th article treaty June 9, 1855; sixteen instalments yet to be approcian.
priated, estimated at $1,400.
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wonty instalments for keeping in re·
pair builllings for employe~ .
Do ............. . For salary of head chief for twenty
years.
Nez Perces ........•.. For beneficial objects $200,000, under
direction of Pre~ident, in graduated
paymentR, extending for 21 years.
Do ..•.•..••..•.. For support of two schools, one of
which to be an agricultural and in·
clustrial school, -keeping them in repair, and providing furniture, books,
and stationtlry.
Do .•..._.......•. Twenty instalments for one superin·
tendent of teaching and two teach·
ers.
Do .••..•..•..... Twenty instalments for one superin·
ten dent of farming and two farmers,
two millers, two blacksmithg, one
_tinner, one gunsmith, one carpenter,
and one wagon and plough maker.
Do .......•..•... Twenty instalments for keeping in re·
pair grist arid saw mill, and furnish·
ing the necessary tools therefor.
Do ...•..•....... Twenty instalments for keeping in re·
pair hospital and furnishing neces·
sary medicines, &c.
Do ............. . Twenty instalments for pay of physi·
citm.
Do ..••.•.... •...

Do .......•...... I Twenty instalments for keeping in re·
pair buildings for employes.
Do .............. I TwC'nty.instalments for salary of head
chief.
Flathead and other
confederated tribes.

Twenty instalments for beneficial ob·
jects, under the direction of the
President, $120,000.
Do ...•.......... For the support of an agricultural and
industrial school, providing necessary furniture, books, stationery, &c.
Do ............. . For employment of suitable instruct·
ors therefor.

5th art. treaty June 9, 1855 ; sixteen
instalments yet due of $300 each.
5th art. treaty June 9, 1855; 16 instal·
ments unappropriated of $500 each.
Vol. 12, page 958 ..... 4th article treaty June ll, 1855; six·
teen instalments yet to be provided.

...•.. do.

.... :.do.

4, 800 00

8, 000 00
100,000 00
~

Vol. 12, page 959 ..... j 5th arti?le treaty June 11, 1855; six·
teen mstalments of $500 each yet
to be appropriated.

8, 000 00

5th article treaty June 11, 1855; six·
teen instalments of $3,200 each yet
unappropriated.
5th article treaty June 11, 1855; sixteen instalments of $9,400 each to
be appropriated.

51,200 00

1-:3

150,400 00

l:l:j

...... do.
...... do.

t:::l
1-0

~
0

1-:3
~

t:::l
..•••. do....... ······· 5th article treaty June 11, 1855; six·
teen instalments of $500 each un·
appropriated, per estimate.
...•.. do ............. . 5th article treaty June 11, 1855; six·
teen instalments, estimated at $300,
unappropriated.
.•.... do ..... .' .•.••... 5th atticle treaty June 11, 1855; six·
teen instalments, estimated at
$''1,400 each, yet due.
I.•••.. do ... ---· • · · · · · · 5th article treaty June ll, 1855; sixteen instalments, estimated at $300
each, yet due.
I•••••• do ...... - . ----- · 5th article treaty June 11, 1855; six·
teen instalments yet to be appro·
priated of $500.
Vol. 12, page 976 ..... 4th article treaty July 16, 1855; fif·
teen instalments yet to be appro·
priated in graduated payments.
Vol. 12, page 977 w· ••• 5th article treaty July 16, 1855; six·
teen instalments, estimated at $300,
yet unappropriated.
. ..... do ............. . 5th article treaty July 16, 1855; six·
teen instalments yet to be appro·
priated, at $1,400.
. ..... do............. . 5th article treaty July 16, 1855; six·
teen instalments yet to be appro·
priated, $500.

Do ...•.•...•.... For keeping in repair blacksmith shop,
one carpenter's shop, one wagon and
plough maker's shop, and furnishing
tools therefor.
Do ............. . For two farmers, two millers, one ...... do .............. 5th article treaty July 16,1855; six·
teen instalments of $7,400 each yet
blacksmith, one gunsmith, one tin·
ner, one carpenter and joiner, and
to be appropriated.
one wagon and plough maker.
1
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. Names of tribes.

Descriptions of annuities, stipulations,
&c.

IReferences
to laws;
Statutes at Large.

Number of instalments yet unappro·
priated, exceptions, remarks, &c.

~ t~ §
~ :3 ~ .~

;:;coo;a

sg, ~15
s
co :;l

0

~rn~~
0:+'
Q)
~Q)0......-4

PaJ+>.O

!l s ~~
Flatheads and other
confederated tribes.

I For keeping in repair flouring and saw I Vol. 12, page 977 .....

5th article treaty July 16, 1855; six·
mill, and supplying the necessary
teen instalments yet to be made,
fixtures.
estimated at $500 each year.
Do .............. For keeping in repair hospital, and l. ..... do ............ .. 5th article treaty July 16, 1855; sixfurni~hing the necessary medicines,
teen instalments yet to be appro&c.
priated, estimated at $300 per year.
Do .............. I For pay of physician twenty years ... I.. .... do ............. . 5th article treaty July 16, 1855; sixteen instalments, estimated at
$1,400, yet due.
Do .............. l For keeping in repair the buildings of l ...... do ............. . 5th article treaty July 16, 1855; sixteen instalments, estimated at $300
employes, &c., for twenty years ..
each, yet to be made.
Do .............. For $500 per annum for twenty years I. ..... do ............. · 5th article treaty July 16, 1855; six·
teen instalments unappropriated,
for each of the head chiefs.
estimated at $1,500 each year.
Confederated tribes For beneficial objects, under the direc· Vol. 12, page 964 ..... 2d article treaty June 25, 1855; six·
and bands of Indians
tion of the President, $100,000 in
teen instalments to be appro·
in Middle Oregon.
graduated payments.
priated.
Do ............. . For farmer, bLacksmith, and wagon Vol. 12, page 965 ..... 4th article treaty June 25, 1855;
and plough maker for the term of
eleven instalments yet unappro·
fifteen years.
priated, estimated at $3,500 each
year.
Do .......•..... -I For physician, sawyer, miller, super- I...••• do..••••.•...... 4th article treaty June 25, 18!'!5;
intendent of f~rming, and school
eleven instalments, estimated at
teacher, fifteen years.
$5,600 each year, yet to be provided
for.
Do .............. l Salary of the head chief of the con- l ...... do ............. . 4th article treaty June 25, 1855; six·
federated band twenty years.
teen instalments yet to be appropri·
a ted, estimated at $500 each year.
Molel Indians ...•.••.. I For keeping in repair saw and flouring I Vol. 12, page 981 .•••. 2d article treaty December 21, 1855;
mills and furnishing suitable persons
six instalments unappropriated,
to attend the same, for a period of
estimated at $1,500 each.
·
ten years.
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2d article treaty December 21, 1855;
For iron and steel and other materials J •••••• do.
one instalment yet to be approprifor the smith shop, and the shop proated, estimated at$1,800each year.
vided for in treaty of November 29,
1854, and for the pay of the services of
the necessary mechanics for five years.
2d ~rticle treaty December 21, 1855;
Do .••.•••••..•.. For pay of teacher to manual labor I •••••• do .
amount necessary during the pleasschool and for subsistence of pupils
and necessary supplies.
ure of the President.
Do ..•..••....... For carpenter and joiuer, to aid in erect- I Vol. 12, page 982. · · · · 2d article treaty December 21, 1855;
six instalments yet to be provided
ing buildings, making furniture, &c.
for, estimated at $'2,000 each year.
Do .••...... . .... For pay of additional farmer five years .I ...... do .
2d article treaty Dec. 21,1855; one instalment of $800 unappropriated.
Qui-nai-elt and Quil- For $25,000, to be expended for benefi·
4th article treaty July 1, 1855; sixleh-ute Indians.
teen instalments, in graduated paycial objects, under direction of the
President.
ments, yet to be provided for.
Do .••..••... ~ --- For support of agricultural and induslOth article treaty July 1, 1855; sixteen instalments unappropriated,
trial school, and the employment of.
estimated at $2,500 each year.
suitable instruction for term of 20 yrs.
Do .••••...•...•. For twentyinstalmentsforthe support l •.•••• do ·
lOth article treaty July 1, 1855; six·
teen instalments unappropriated,
of a smith and carpenter shop and
tools.
estimated at $500 each year.
Do ............. . For the employment of blacksmith, l .••••. do.
lOth article treaty July 1, 1855; sixteen instalments, estimated at $4,600
carpenter, farmer, and physician,
for twenty years.
each year, yet to be provided for.
'Klallams .......... . Twenty instalments in graduated pay· I Vol. 12, page 934 . .... 5th article treaty J atmary 26, 1855;
sixteen instalments yet to be promeuts, U11der the direction of the
vided for.
President, for $60,000.
Do ...•........•. Twenty instalments for support of an I Vol. 12, page 935 ..... 11th article treaty January 26, 1855;
sixteen instalments to be provided
agricultural and industrial school
and for teachers.
for, estimated at $2,500 each.
Do .....•........ Twenty years' employment of black· l ..•••. do.
11th article treaty January 26, 1855;
sixteen instalments unprovided for,
smith, carpenter, farmer, and physi·
cian.
estimated at $4,600 each.
Arapahoes and Che- For$450,000, in fifteen equal annual in·
4th article treaty February 18, 1861; ·
yenne Indians of the
stalments, under the direction of the
twelve instalments unappropriUp. Arkansas river.
Secretary of Interior, of $30,000 each.
ated, $30,000.
Do .......•.. : ... For five instalments, providing for saw- I..•••. do .
5th article treaty F ebruary 18, 1861;
ing timber and grinding grain, mefour instalments to be provided for,
chanics' shops and tools and building
estimated at $5,000.
purposes, for interpreter, engineer,
miller, farmer, &c.
Do ..••••..•...•. For transportation and necessary ex- ..•... do.
5th article treaty F ebruary 18, 1861;
penses of the delivery of annuity
twelve instalments unapproprigoods and provisions.
ated, estimated at $5,000 each.
Ottawa Indians of Four equal instalments in money ..... -I Vol. 12, page 1238 ... . 4th article treaty June 24, 1862; four
Blanchard's
Fork
payments yet to be appropriated,
and Roche de Bamf.
of $8,500 each.
Do ..•........... I $2,550, being the accruing interest on I •••••• do .
4th article treaty June 24, 1862 ..... .
the unpaid balance,
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No. 244.

Statement indicating tlw sclwols, population, wealth, and farming if the diflerent Indian tribes in direct .connexion with the gove'rnment if the United States.
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Tribes.

Designation and locality of schools.
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New York agency.

Cayugas with Senecas
Onondagas with Senecas.
Senecas .. - - ..... _.. .
Do ...............
Do ...............
Oneidas ........... _
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Same as with Senecas- .... . ---·1·- --- · ------ .. --- ·
Do ...... do. . . . . . . . ......
1 _..... _......... -.- ... --- .... __ .... ---.
8, State Free, .Allegany. 1 8
7, ... do ... Cattaraugus )7
2, ... clo ... Tonawanda 2
2, _.. do .. _Oneida .. .. 2

1. - - - - . 1 . . - - . . . - - - . . . - - - - - 1 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . - - . .

1
2

Chippewas of Lake
Superior.

1

1, L'Anse, Methodist
mission.
1, L'Anse, Catholic
mission.
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Oneidas with Onon- 1, ... do ... Onondaga.
dagas.
Onondagas .•....... _ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Tuscaroras_---- ..... 1, State Free, Tuscarora
1, Thomas Orphan asy.lum, at Cattaraugus
reserve.
Mackinac agency.
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Ottoe and Missouria
agency.
OttoesandMissourias~ ~ ------ ----------------
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470 ,___________ _

fJ

16, 940 00 125 by 10

137

miles.
*Missionary receives $600 from missionary society.
t Missionary receives $250 from missionary society.
t Sawed 357,596 feet of lumber; cut 10,000 rails.

§Missionary receives $400 from Menomonees.
II Lands are ~llotted and owned in severalty.
,-r Wheat crop all burned by accident.
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Statement indicating the sckools, population, wealth, and farming qf the dijferent Indian tribes, o/c.-Oontinued.
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46
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6,350

3,400

5,809
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649

202

726
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Menomonee_ ........

90
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1,200

2,000
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6,000
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300
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------

880 . ..
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.................. 10 bus.
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5,637 . .............
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Agency for the Chippewas of Lake Superior.

0

Chippewas of Lake
Supe,.:ior.

tr:1

1-rj

t-3
~

H

z

t-3
tr:1

Winnebago agency.
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Blackfoot Sioux .... -
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b'ns,&c.

500
400
200
300

15,000
15,000
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.... - .... -- ... -- ·---- · . - .. -.
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Great Nemeha agency.
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Iowayst .... ········ Jl ,IowaReserve ....... l
48 1·········-····--·-, ................. .
Sacs and Foxes of Mo.:j: ............................... .
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8, 227 00
7, 870 00
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25 sec's.
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Kickapoo agency.
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Kickapoos§ ........ .

14,000 00 1150,000
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Pottawatomies ....... ,...•........ ___ ... _.. . ................................... ------ ................................................................... .......................... ......................... ................. ................. ..
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Delawa1·e and Wyandotte agency.
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Delawares\1 ......... ,..................... .
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...... .

100

Am. Bap. Mission.
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624,789 75 1 44,353 59 11o3,ooo
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2,896
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Shawnee agency.
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, •••.•••• I 1, Friends Manual La·
bor,
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55 I Frieuda of Indians. 1 • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 1 • • • • • • • • , • • • • • • • • • • • •
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Pottawfl>tomie agency.

.II, St. Mtuy's MiMion ..
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1, at Rossvillett _. __ .. _

1

KansasH --- - - -- - --- I 1, Manual Labor _____ .

1

Pottawatomiee ... --Kansas agency.

1:: I: :::::~ ~ ::::::::J: ::::::::::::::::: -~~ ~~~35

Friends oflndians -1--- . -•. -__ ... __ . . .
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99,904 00

99, 904 00 130 by 30

1,700

18,600 00

11,503 30 19 by 14
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mile,.c;.

miles.
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Sac and Fox agency.
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Sacs and Foxes§§ ___ _
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Ottawa agency.
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Osage River agency.

Western Miamies ____ ____________________ _
Kaskaskias, Peorias, __________ . _________ _
W eas, and Piankeshaws.
Neosho agency.
Quapaws .... -...... 1, Catholic Mission. __ _
Senecas and Shawnees __ . _ . ___ .. ___________ _
Osages . ------ - ---- . . 1, Manual Labor. ____ _
Nome LackP reserve.

0

~

Ot~awas--.- ---- -.- - ~ 1, at agency, Moravian.

N orne Lackes .. - .....

~

1-d
0

11, 540 00 190 sec's.
10, 790 00 10 sec's.

510
1,200

1
2

11 ,_-----------.-----

130

2,660 00
2,060 00
5,359 44

300 ··----- ______ ,______ ·----· ··--- ____ , ____ ----

. - ___ • • _ _ _ _ _ _ • _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

** $20 per scholar, contributed by Indians.

HValue of crops $18, 610. $75 a scholar, contributed by the Friends,
§§ All loyal to the United States.
* Crops almost an entire failure for want of rain.

t Exclusively owned and I!.roduced by the Indians.

1-<1
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l

it Supported by thE> Indians.

>-
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0

1
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~Over

one-half of males, between 18 and 45 years, are in the United States army.
§ Two hundred and fifty bushels of fall wheat issued for seed.
[ll!'arm products, entire worth, $30,919. $25 contributed by Baptist Society annually per
scholar ; $75 by government.
·
·
~Recently placed under Delaware agency.
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Great Nemeha agency.
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Delawares ..•....... ...............
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W yandottes ......... ...............
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10,500 .. .............

3,080 100,880

1,880

13,346

-292

1, 691

2,070

300

1,560

203

100
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95 4 1,_171 I 3, 755 . . ______ ______ $3, 018 . _____ . _
17
337
733 1··-· .... 1·----· 1 -------- 1 4,500

gallons
sorgh'm.

Shawnee agency.

Shawnee ........... _ ................
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Kansas agency.
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REPORT OF THE

SECRET.ARY OF THE INTERIOR.

From the following agencies no reports were received: Miamies of Indiana,
(annual appropriation, $11,062 89 ;) Miamies of Eel river, (annual appropriation, $1,100 ;) Chippewas of the Mississippi, (annual appropriation, $58,786 67 ;)
Sioux of Mississippi, Blackfoot, Upper Arkansas, Cherokee, Creek, Seminole,
Wichita, Choctaw, Chickasaw, Utah, (N. M.,) Apache, Santa Fe, Navajoe,
Tucson, N orne Lacke Heser-v-e, Fresno Reserve, Puget's Sound, Eastern Oregon,
(Dalles,) Nez Perces, (annual appropriation, $26,600;) Flathead, (annual appropriation, $20,000 ;) Klamath Lake, and Carson Valley.
Only partial reports were received from the agencies for the Chippewas of
Lake Superior and Grande Ro_nde

