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2 AGREEMENT WITH CHOCTAW AND CHICKASAW TRIBES.

these tribes (except the Choctaw freedmen) so far as pos-
sible a fair and equal share thereof, considering the char-
acter and fertility of the soil and the location and value of
the lands.
forteservations That all the lands set apart for town sites, and the strip
andacademies in Of land lying between the city of Fort Smith, Arkansas,
Choctaw Nation. a1 the Arkansas and Potean rivers, extending up said
river to the mouth of Mill Creek; and six hundred and
forty acres each, to include the buildings now occupied
by the Jones Academy, Tushkahoma Female Seminary,
Wheelock Orphan Seminary, and Armstrong Orphan
. Academy, and ten acres for the capitol building ot the
foroservations Ghoctaw Nation; one hundred and sixty acres each, imme-
Chickasaw Na- diately contiguous to and including the buildings known
missionaries. a8 Bloomfield Academy, Lebanon Orphan Home, Harley In-
stitute, Rock Acadeny, and Collins Institute, and five acres
for the capitol building in the Chickasaw Nation, and the
use of one acre of land for each church house now erected
outside of the towns, and eighty acres of land each for J. 8.
Murvow, H. R. Schermerhorn, and the widow of R. 8. Bell,
who have been laboring as missionaries in the Choctaw and
Chickasaw nations since the year 1866, with the same con-
ditions and limitations as apply to lands allotted to the mem-
bers of the Choctaw and Chickasaw nations, and tobe located
onlands not oceupied by a Choctaw oraChickasaw, and area-
sonableamountofland,tobedetermined bythe town-site com-
mission, to include all court-houses and jails and other publie
buildings not hereiubefore provided for, shall be exempted
areservation of from  division. And all coal and asphalt in or under the
phalt. lands allotted and reserved from allotment shall be reserved
for the sole use of the members of the Choctaw and Chick-
dal:r}% pay forall asaw tribes, exclusive of ireedmen: Provided, That where
erof Land by coal Q1LY coal or asphalt is hereafter opened on land allotted, sold,
gper ations in or reserved, the value of the use of the necessary surface
for prospecting or mining, and the damage done to the
other land and improvements, shall be ascertained under
the direction of the Secretary of the Interior and paid to
the allottee or owner of the land by the lessee or party
piands to ;)p‘? operating the same, before operations begin. That in order
praised. to such equal division, the lands of the Choctaws and
Chickasaws shall be graded and appraised so as to give to
each member, so far as possible, an equal value of the land:
cinlotments t Provided further, That the lands allotted to the Choctaw
wen_to come out freedmen are to be deducted from the portion to be allotted
o et otwes” - yngler this agreement to the members of the Choctaw tribe
) so as to reduce the allotment to the Choctaws by the value
of the same and not affect the value of the allotments to
the Chickasaws.
L Choctanw frecd- That the said Choctaw freedmen who may be entitled to
value of 40 aver- allotments of forty acres each shall be entitled each to land
age acres. equal in value to forty acres of the average land of the two
nations.
pocach tribe to. That in the appraisement of the lands to be allotted the
ber in board of Choctaw and Chickasaw tribes shall each have a represen-
appraisers. tative, to be appointed by their respective executives, to
cooperate with the commission to the Five Civilized Tribes,
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or anyone making appraisements under the direction of the

Secretary of the Interior in grading and appraising the

lands preparatory to allotment. And the land shall be Land tobe val-
valued in the appraisement as if in its original condition, jrrovasaa 8
excluding the improvements thereon.

That the appraisement and allotment shall be made under , Appraisement
the direction of the Secretary of the Interior, and shall of Interior. .~
begin as soon as the progress of the surveys, now being
made by the United States Government, will admit.

That each member of the Choctaw and Chickasaw tribes,  Members way
including Choctaw freedmen, shall, where it is possible, which they have
have the right to take his allotment on land, the improve. ""2revements.
ments on which belong to him, and such improvements shall
not be estimated in the value of his allotment. In the case
of minor children, allotments shall be selected for them by  Minors' lands

. . .. . E ed by guar-
their father, mother, guardian, or the administrator having aien.
charge of their estate, preference being given in the order
named, and shall not be sold during his minority. Allot-
ments shall be selected for prisoners, conviets, and incom-  Frisoners, con-
petents by some suitable person akin to them, and due care somesuitabicper.
taken that all persons entitled thereto have allotments *™
made to them.

All the lands allotted shall be nontaxable while the title Lands.

remains in the original allottee, but not to exceed tweénty- When tazale
- and alienable.

one years from date of patent, and each allottee shall select

from his allotment a homestead of one hundred and sixty

acres, for which he shall have a separate patent, and which Two parents.

shall be inalienable for twenty-one years from date of pat-

ent. This provision shall also apply to the Choctaw freed-

man to the extent of his allotment. Selections for home-

steads for minors to be made as provided lerein in case of

allotment, and the remainder of the lands allotted to said

members shall be alienable for a price to be actually paid, Zands may ve

and to include no former indebtedness or obligation—one- %412 Lysan

fourth of said remainder in one year, one-fourth in three ance in5 years.

years, and the balance of said alienable lands in five years

from the date of the patent.

That all contracts looking to the sale or incumbrance in _Certain con-
any way of the land of an allottee, except the sale herein- [ie's Y Joolc
before provided, shall be null and void. No allottee shall land.
lease his allofment, or any portion thereof, for a longer period May lease for
than five years, and then without the privilege of renewal, ® YeArs:
Every lease which is not evidenced by writing, setting cut
specifically the terins thereof, or which is not recorded in
the clerk’s office of the United States court for the district
in which the land is located, within thiree months after the
date of its execution, shall be void, and the purchaser or 7, ....ustbo
lessee shall acquire no rights whatever by an entry or hold- recorded and
ing thereunder. And no such lease or any sale shall be ast, provide
valid as against the allottee unless providing to him a rea- peusatiou.
sonable compensation for the lands sold or leased.

That all controversies arising between the members of Contests about
said tribes as to their right to have certain lands allotted to ¢ fight to take

them shall be settled by the commission making the allot- allotted settlors
ments by commission.
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t(,lﬁﬁintﬁgchsiﬁtﬁﬁ That the United States shall put each allottee in possession
tee in possession. 0f is allotment and remove all persons therefrom objection-
able to the allottee.
That the United States shall survey and definitely mark
Ninety-eighth and locate the ninety-eighth (98th) meridian of west longi-
;’;‘;ﬂ‘.{};ﬁoﬁ‘ to be tnde between Red and Canadian rivers before allotment of
‘ the lands herein provided for shall begin,

MEMBERS TITLES TO LANDS.

That as soon as practicable, after the completion of said
Chicfsof tribes allotments, the principal chief ot the Choctaw Nation and
Lo pxecuto 1ol the governor of the Chickasaw Nation shall jointly execute,
wember. under their hands and the seals of the respective nations,
and deliver to each of the said allottees patents conveying
to him all the right, title, and interest of the Choctaws and
Chickasaws in and to the land which shall have been allot-
ted to him in conformity with the requirements of this
Coul and as- agreement, excepting all coal and asphalt in or under said
phalt exeepted. Jand, Said patents shall be framed in accordance with the
provisions of this agreement, and shall embrace the land
allotted to such patentee and no other land. The Secre-
tary of the Interior of the United States shall annex to
such patent his official certificate that is drawn in accord-
ance with the provisions of this agreement; that it em-
braces the land allotted to such patentee and no other land,
and that hie approves said patent; and said certificate shall
be operative as a relinquishment of all right, title, and
interest of the United States in and to the land conveyed
United States PY Said patents, and as a guaranty of the United States of
anarantees titlo title to and possession of the land so conveyed, and the
loand possosslon aceeptance of his patents by such allottee shall be operative
tees. as an assent oun his part to the allotment and conveyance
of all the lands of the Choctaws and Chickasaws in accord-
Allotieo retin. A0C€ With the provisions of this agreement, and as a relin-
quishes his inter- quishment of all his right, title, and interest in and to any
gst in all other gnd all parts thereof, except the land embraced in said
patents, except also his interest in the proceeds of all lands,

coal, and asphalt herein excepted from allotmment.
tocordsoflana That the United States shall provide by law for proper
titles. records of land titles in the territory occupied by the

Choctaw and Chickasaw tribes.

RAILROADS.

The rights of way for railroads through the Choctaw and

Chickasaw nations to be surveyed and set apart and

Rights of way Platted to conform to the respective acts of Congress grant-
to bo uniform. ~ ing the same in cases where said rights of way are defined
by such acts of Congress, but in cases where the acts of

Congress do not define the same then Congress is memo-

rialized to definitely fix the width of said rights of way for

station grounds and between stations, so that railroads

now constructed throngh said nations shall have, as near

Congresstoex- a8 possible, nniform rights of way; and Congress is also

tond intersiate requested to fix uniform rates of fare and freight for all
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railroads through the Choctaw and Chickasaw nations;

branch railroads now constructed and not built according Braneh rait
to acts of Congress to pay the same rates for rights of way "¢

and station grounds as main lines.

TOWN SITES.

1t is further agreed that there shall be appointed a com-  Lwo commis
mission for each of the two nations. Kach commission shall fown sites.”
consist of one member, to be appointed by the executive of
the tribe for which said commission is to act, who shall not  Indian com
be interested in town property other than his home, and not be inwrested
one member of the commission to the Five Civilized Tribes, ™ "%
to be designated by the chairman thereof. Each of said
commissions shall lay out town sites, to be restricted as far Town sites to
as possible to their present limits, Where towns are 1M0W present timits.
located in the mnation for which said commission is ap-
pointed. Said commission shall have prepared correct
and proper plats of cach town, and file one in the clerk’s
office of the United States district court for the district in
which the town is located, and one with the principal chief
or goveruor of the nation in which the town is located, and
one with the Secretary of the Interior, be approved by him '
before the same shall take effect. When said towns are so Al lots to be
laid out, each lot on which permanent, substantial, and val- X{l‘j,f;},,ﬁfifﬁ‘,}ff
uable improvements, other than fences, tillage, and tempo- at what a_feo-
rary houses, liave been made, shall be valued by the com- wout iving.
mission provided for the nation in which the town is located
at the price a fee-simple title to the same would bring in the
market at the timme the valuation is made, but not to include
in such value the improvements thereon. The owner of
the improvements on each lot shall have the right to buy owner of im-
the same at sixty-two and omne-half per cent of the said 1]’}1"{"0‘;1;;}‘/}};5])22
market value within sixty days from date of notice served cent of valie.
on him that such lot is for sale, aud if he purchases the
same he shall, within ten days from his purchase, pay into
the Treasury of the United States one-fourth of the pur-
chase price, and the balance in three equal annual install-
ments, and when the entire sum is paid shall be entitled to -
a patent for the same. In case the two meinbers of the
eommission juail to agree as to the market value of any lot,
they shall select a third person, who is not interested in  ¢,mmission
town lots, who shall act with them to determine said value. may call in third
If such owner of the improvements on any lot fails within ™37 1, o0
sixty days to purchase and make the first payment on same, failure to pay ap-
such lot, with the improvements thereon, shall be sold at Bl vaie
public auction to the highest bidder, under the direction =
of the aforesaid commission, and the purcliaser at such
sale shall pay to the owner of the improvements the price wnenimprove-
for which said lot shall be sold, less sixty-two and one-half meuts ggege;gzﬁ
per cent of said appraised value of the lot, and shall pay avove pricef tot.
the sixty-two and one-half per cent of said appraised value
into United States Treasury, under regulations to be estab-
lished by the Secretary of the Interior, in four installments,
as hereinbetore provided. The coinmission shall have the
right to reject any bid on such lot which they consider

below its value.
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Vacant lots—  A]] lots not so appraised shall be sold from time to time

whon and how to . . s .

be sold. at public auction (atter proper advertisement) by the com-
mission for the nation in which the town is located, as
may seem for the best interest of the nations and the
proper development of each town, the purchase price to be
paid in four installments as hereinbefore provided for imn-
proved lots. The commission shall have the right to reject
any bid for such lots which they consider below its value.

o1 payments All the payments herein provided for shall be made under

tion of Secretary the direction of the Secretary of the Interior into the United

of Intorior. States Treasury. A failure of sixty days to make any one
payment to be a forfeiture of all payments made and all
rights under the contract: Drovided, That the purchaser
of any lot shall have the option of paying the entire price
of the lot before the same is due.
sold lots mot N0 tax shall be assessed by any town government against
to be taged. any town lot unsold by the commission, and no tax levied
against a lot sold, as herein provided, shall constitute a
lien on same till the purchase price thereof has been fully
paid to the nation.

Money from  The money paid into the United States Treasury for the
town lots to go . ) .
to Indians. sale of all town lots shall be for the benefit of the members of

the Choctaw and Chickasaw tribes (tfreedmen excepted), and
at the end of one year from the ratification of this agree-

Payable at end Ment, and at the end of each year thereafter, the funds so
of cachyear.  gecumulated shall be divided and paid to the Choctaws and

Chickasaws (freedmen excepted), each member of the two
tribes to receive an cqual portion thereof,

Lawsfortowns — That no Jaw or ordinance shall be passed by any town
not to conflict
with constitu. which interferes with the enforcement of or is in contlict
Lc}mivﬂud laws of with the Choctaw or Chickasaw constitutions or laws, or

and the !

U.8 those of the United States, and all persons in such towns
shall be subject to said laws, and the United States agrees
to maintain strict laws in the territory of the Choctaw and
Clickasaiw tribes against the introduction, sale, barter, or
giving away of liquors and intoricants of any kind or
quality.

Providing for  That said commission shall be anthorized to locate, within
cemetery. a suitable distance from each town site, not to exceed five

aeres to be used as a cemetery, and when any town has paid
into the United States Treasury, to be part of the tund
arising from the sale of* town lots, ten dollars per acre there-
Jor, such town shall be entitled to a patent for the same as
herein provided for titles to allottees, and shall dispose of
same atreasonable prices in suitable lots for burial purposes,
the proceeds derived from such sales to be applied by the
town government to the proper improvement and care of said
cemetery.

exllie 5. 10 pay al all  That no charge or claim shall be made against the Choc-

praising, i taw or (Jhlckamw tribes by the Umted btdteb for the

ting, ete. expenses of surveying and platting the lands and town
sites, or for grading, appraising, and allotting the lands, or
for appraising and disposing of the town lots as herein
provided.

Lands near  That the land adjacent to Fort Smith and lands for court-
Fort Smith, and .. ; . 3
for jails, court- NOUSES, jails, and other public purposes, excepted from allot-
houses; how sold. ment, shall be disposed of in the same manner and for the
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same purposes as provided for town lots herein, but not till
the Choctuw and Chickasaw councils shall divect such dispo-
sttion to be made thereof, and said land adjacent thereto shall
be placed under the jurisdiction of the city of Fort Smith,
Arkansas, for police purposes.

There shall be set apart and exempted from appraisement churches and
and sale in the towns, lots upon which churches and par- 2';‘5:3“@%:?‘;2;’6
sonages are now built and occupied, not to exceed fifty "~
feet front and one hundred feet deep for each church or
parsonage: Provided, That such lots shall only be used
for churches and parsonages, and when they ceased to be
used shall revert to the members of the tribes to be dis-
posed of as other town lots: Provided jurther, That these
lots may be sold by the churches for which they are set way sell under
apart if the purchase money therefor is invested in other {riain condi-
lot or lots in the same town, to be used for the same pur- ‘
pose and with the same conditions and limitations.

It is agreed that all the coal and asphalt within the lim- A1 coal and as-
its of the Choctaw and Chickasaw nations shall remain and Bhalt to be 7e-
be the common property of the members of the Choctaw therefrom to be
and Chickasaw tribes (freedmen excepted), so that each and ped for eduea-
every member shall have an equal and undivided interest
in the whole; and no patent provided for in this agreement
shall convey any title thereto. The revenues from coal and
asphalt, or so much as shall be necessary, shall be used for
the education of the children of Indian blood of the mem-
bers of said tribes. Such coal and asphalt mines as are now
in operation, and all others which may hereafter be leased
and operated, shall be under the supervision and control Managed by
of two trustees, who shall be appointed by the President of jrjosos, 4o der
the United States, one on the recommendation of the Prin- tions of Secre.
cipal Chief of the Choctaw Nation, who shall be a Choetaw ™ ¢ “"eerior:
by blood, whose term shall be for four years, and one oun
the recommendation of the Governor of the Chickasaw
Nation, who shall be a Chickasaw by blood, whose term
shall be for two years; after which the term of appointees
shall be four years. They shall each give bond for the
faithful performance of their duties, under such rules as may
be prescribed by the Secretary of the Interior. Their sala-
ries shall be fixed and paid by their respective nations.

All coal and asphalt mines in the two nations, whether Coal revenues
now developed, or to be hereafter developed, shall be iy bedrawn from
operated, and the royalties therefrom paid into the Treasury Treasury under
of the United States, and shall be drawn therefrom under §§§§Sot9§ntse*}°if,‘3j
such rules and regulations as shall be prescribed by the
Secretary of the Interior.

All contracts made by the National Agents of the Choc- An contracts
taw and Chickasaw Nations for operating coaland asphalt, Tith Fetional
with any person or corporation, are hereby ratified and firmed.
confirmed, and the lessee shall have the right to renew the
same when they expire.

All agreements heretofore made by any person or corpora- Declaring a1l
tion with any member or members of the Choctaw or Chick- iiac Tndiams
asaw nations, the object of which was to obtain such void.
member or members’ permission to operate coal or asphalt,
are hereby declared void, but such persons or corporations But coal Co.

. . N h. i ig’
shall have prior right to lease the coal or asphalt claims yeg2eer Hiht 0
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described therein, by application to the trustees within
six months after the ratification ot this agreement.
, Coal leases to  A]] Jeases under this agreement shall include nine hun-
include 960 acres. . € .
dred and sixty acres, which shall be in a square as nearly
as possible, and shall be for thirty years. The royalty on
coal shall be fifteen cents per ton of two thousand pounds
on all coal mined, payable on the 25th day of the month
pefr“gﬁtylﬂmts next succeeding that in which it is mined. TRoyalty on
asphalt shall be sixty cents per ton on ——— asphalt, pay-
peloyalty | may able same as coal. Provided, That the legislatures of the
TIndian Councils: Choctaw and Chickasaw nations may reduce such royalties
diﬁ%ﬂﬁyﬁ?oﬁ" when they deem it for their best interests to do so. No
© royulties shall be paid except into the United States Treasury
as herein provided.

Lessees shall pay on each coal or asphalt claim at the
rate of one hundred dollars per annum, in advance, for the
first and second years; two hundred dollars per annum, in
advance for the third and fourth years; and five hundred

val;g%‘;ﬁg w‘(}gr' dollars for cach succeeding year thereatter. All such pay-
all mines leased. ments shall be treated as advanced royalty on the mine or
claim on which they are made, and shall be a credit as
royalty when each said mine is developed and operated,
and its production is in excess of such guaranteed annual
advanced payments, and all persons having coal leases
must pay said annual advanced payments on each claim
whether developed orundeveloped : Provided, however, that
should any lessee neglect or refuse to pay such advanced
annual roalty for the period of sixty days after the same
becomes due and payable on any lease, the lease on which
1efs%rff§§$$pa§i: defaunlt is made shall become null and void, and the royal-
ment of dues. = ties paid in advance thereon shail then become and be the
money and property of the Choetaw and Chickasaw nations.
o llowing cer- In surface, the use of which is reserved to present coal
mines now inOperators, shall be included such lots in towns as are occu-
operation. pied by lessees’ houses—either occupied by said lessees’
employees, or as offices or warehouses. Provided, however,
that in those town sites designated and laid out under the
provision of this agreement where coal leases are now
being operated and coal is being mined, there shall be
reserved from appraisement and sale all lots occupied by
houses of miners actually engaged in mining, and ounly
And while they are so engaged, and in addition thereto a suf-
ficient amount of land, to be determined by the town-site
board of appraisers, to furnish homes for the men actually
engaged in working for the lessees operating said mines,
and a sufficient amount for all buildings and machinery for
mining purposes.
ml;goi'iv;ﬁ?;;(lﬁv And provided further, that when the lessees shall cease
"to operate said mines, then and in that event the lots of
land so reserved shall be disposed of by the coal trustees
for the benefit of the Choctaw and Chickasaw tribes.
Whenthetribes  That whenever the members of the Choctaw and Chicka-
f},;m{:;fm sach sqw tribes shall be required to pay tazes for the support of
schools, then the fund arising from such royalties shall be
disposed of for the equal benefit of their members (freed-
men excepted) in such manner as the tribes may direct.
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It is further agreed that the United States courts now United States
existing, or that may hereafter be created, in the Indian exclusive juris.
Territory shall have exclusive jurisdiction of all controver- {iotion it suits
sies growing out of the titles, ownership, occupation, pos- coal, or asphals.
session, or use of real estate, coal, and asphalt in the terri- ¥, nicide.
tory occupied by the Choctaw and Chickasaw tribes; and 2 Embeszzle-
of all persons charged with homicide, embezzlement, brib- "5 % ivery.
ery, and embracery hereafter committed in the territory of ¢ Embracery.
said tribes, without reference to race or citizenship of the
person or persons charged with such crime; and any citizen
or officer of the Choctaw or Chickasaw nations charged
with such crime shall be tried, and, it convicted, punished
as though he were a citizen or officer of the United States.

And sections sixteen hundred and thirty-six to sixteen  Extendingcer-
hundred and forty-four, inclusive, entitled ¢ XEmbezzle- kansas over the
ment,” and sections seventeen hundred and eleven to sev-{ndisnTerxi-
enteen hundred and eighteen, inclusive, entitled ¢ Bribery
and Embracery,” of Mansfield’s Digest of the laws of
Arkansas, are hereby extended over and put in force in the
Choctaw and Chickasaw nations; and the word * officer,”
where the same appears in said laws, shall include all offi-
cers of the Choctaw and Chickasaw governments; and the
fifteenth section of the act of Congress, entitled “An act
to establish United States courts in the Indian Territory,
and for other purposes,” approved March 1, 1889, limiting
jurors to citizens of the United States, shall be held not to
apply to United States courts in the Indian Territory held
within the limits of the Choctaw and Chickasaw nations;
and all members ot the Choctaw and Chickasaw tribes,
otherwise qualified, shall be competent jurors in said ,Indians qual
courts: Provided, that whenever a member of the Choc- jurors. Y
taw and Chickasaw nations is indicted for homicide, he
may, within thirty days after such indictment and his
arrest thereon, and before the same is reached for trial, file
with the clerk of the court in which he is indicted Lis affi-
davit that he can not get a fair trial in said court; and it
thereupoun shall be the duty of the judge of said court to Changeof ven
order a change of venue in such case to the United States homicide.
district court for the western district of Arkansas, at Fort
Smith, Arkansas, or to the United States district court for
the eastern district of Texas, at Paris, Texas, always se-
lecting the court that in his judgment is nearest or most
convenient to the place where the crime charged in the in-
dictment is supposed to have been committed, which courts
shall have jurisdiction to try the case; and in all said civil
suits said courts shall have full equity powers; and when-
ever it shall appear to said court, at any stage in the hear-
ing of any case, that the tribe is in any way interested in
the subject-matter in controversy, it shall have power to
summon in said tribe and make the same a party to the
suit and proceed therein in all respects as if such tribe Tribal govern.
were an original party thereto; but in no case shall suit be sued without
instituted against the tribal government without its consent, their consent.

It is further agreed that no act, ordinance, or resolution su};ﬁ:‘ig%’;iﬁ%
of the council of either the Choctaw or Chickasaw tribes, cortain logisla-
in any manner affecting the land of the tribe, or of the =
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individuals, after allotment, or the moneys or other prop-
erty of the tribe or citizens thereof (except appropriations
for the regular and necessary expenses of the government
of the respective tribes), or the rights of any persons to
employ any kind of labor, or the rights of any persons who
have taken ornay take the oath of allegiance to the United
States, shall be of any validity until approved by the Presi-
dent of the United States. When such acts, ordinances,
or resolutions passed by the council of either of said tribes
shall be approved by the governor thereof, then it shall be
the duty of the national secretary of said tribe to forward
them to the President of the United States, duly cer-
titied and sealed, who shall, within thirty days after their
reception, approve or disapprove the same. Said acts,
ordinances, or resolutions, when so approved, shall be pub-
lishedin at least two newspapers having a bona fide circu-
lation in the tribe to be affected thereby., and when dis-
approved shall be returned to the tribe enacting the same.

Tribal govern- It is further agreed, in view of the modification of legis-

s e ™ Iative authority and judicial jurisdiction herein provided,
and the necessity of the continuance of the tribal govern-
ments so modified, in order to earry out the requirements of
this agreement, that the same shall continue for the period
of eight years from the fourth day ot March, eighteen hun-
dred and ninety-eight. This stipulation is made in the be-
lief that the tribal governments so modified will prove so
satisfactory that there will be no need or desire for further
change till the lands now occupied by the I'ive Civilized
Tribes shall, in the opinion of Congress, be prepared for

Finally to be- admission as a State tothe Union. But this provision shall

comoadtate 1ot be constrned to be in any respect an abdication by
Congress of power at any time to make needful rules and
regulations respecting said tribes.

Futare pay- That all per capita payments hereafter made to the mem-
?{i’%ﬁi&g"s’&ieg bers of the Choctaw or Chickasaw nations shall be paid
officers. directly to each individual member by a bonded officer of

the United States, under the direction of the Secretary of
the Interior, which officer shall be required to give strict
account for such disbursements to said Secretary.
scitled by arp. Lt is further agreed that all claims of any kind which
tration, either the United States may have upon the Choctaw
Nation or the Chickasaw Nation, or the Choctaw Nation or
the Chickasaw Nation may have upon the United States,
shall be submitted to the Senate of the United States as a
board of arbitrators for final determination, and without
any unnecessary delay to make the award and provision
for the settlement of whatever sum shall be by them
awarded, and the other provisions of this agreement shall
not be operative or effective, but shall remain in abeyance
until said elaims have been finally determined and settled.

All Tndian It is further agreed that all of the funds invested, in lieu
Junds under ,p investment, treaty funds, or otherwise, now held by the
;ﬂ{’éﬂlgﬁg amd United States in trust for the Choctaw and Chickasaw

tribes, shall be capitalized within one year after the tribal
governments shall cease, so far as the same may legally be
done, and be appropriated and paid, by some officer of the
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United States appointed for the purpose, to the Choctaws
and Chickasaws (freedmen excepted) per capita, to aid and
assist them in improving their homes and lands. )

It is further agreed that the Choctaws and Chickasaws,  Jndians to be,
when their tribal governments cease, shall become possessed the United
of all the rights and privileges of citizens of the United 5%
States.

ORPHAN LANDS.

It is further agreed that the Choctaw orphan lands in FPayment -for
the State of Mississippi, yet unsold, shall be taken by the ! '
United States at one dollar and twenty-five cents ($1.25)
per acre, and the proceeds placed to the credit of the Choe-
taw orphan fund in the Treasury of the United States, the
number of acres to be determined by the General Land
Office.

This agreement shall be binding on the United States when movbon, | agree-
ratified by Congress and on each tribe or nation, party hereto, =
when ratified by the constituted authorities of that tribe or
nation, according to their respective laws on the subject.

In witness whereof the said commissioners do hereunto
aftix their names at Atoka, Indian Territory, this the
twenty-third day of April, eighteen hundred and ninety-
seven.

*REEN MCCURTAIN, R. M. HARRIS,
Principle Chief. Governor,
J. S, STANDLEY, Isaac O, LEwIs,
N. B. AINSWORTH, HormEs COLBERT,
BEN HAMPTON, ROBERT L. MURRAY,
WESLEY ANDERSON, WILLIAM PERRY,
AMos HENRY, R. L. Boyp,
D. C. GARLAND, Chickasaw Commission.

Choctaw Commission.
FRrANK C. ARMSTRONG,
Acting Chairman.

ARCHIBALD S. MCKENNON,
Trmomas B. CABANISS,
ALEXANDER B. MONTGOMERY,

Commission to the Five Civilized Tribes.
H. M. Jacoway, Jr.,

Secretury, Five Tribes Comniission,

-
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