University of Oklahoma College of Law

University of Oklahoma College of Law Digital Commons

American Indian and Alaskan Native Documents in the Congressional Serial Set: 1817-1899

5-8-1896

Agreement with the Shoshones and Arapahoes

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.law.ou.edu/indianserialset

b Part of the Indigenous, Indian, and Aboriginal Law Commons

Recommended Citation
S. Doc. No. 247, 54th Cong., Tst Sess. (1896)

This Senate Document is brought to you for free and open access by University of Oklahoma College of Law Digital
Commons. It has been accepted for inclusion in American Indian and Alaskan Native Documents in the
Congressional Serial Set: 1817-1899 by an authorized administrator of University of Oklahoma College of Law
Digital Commons. For more information, please contact Law-LibraryDigitalCommons@ou.edu.


https://digitalcommons.law.ou.edu/
https://digitalcommons.law.ou.edu/indianserialset
https://digitalcommons.law.ou.edu/indianserialset?utm_source=digitalcommons.law.ou.edu%2Findianserialset%2F5489&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/894?utm_source=digitalcommons.law.ou.edu%2Findianserialset%2F5489&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:Law-LibraryDigitalCommons@ou.edu







AGREEMENT WITH CERTAIN TRIBES OF INDIANS, 3

Carbonate of lime (COCaO) .. . . i aiiiiaaa 0. 5250
Oxide of iron, silica, organic matter,and loss. ... ... ... ... ... ... .. 0.1010
Fixed residue. ... e 2. 1495

This is per liter.

There are numerous other springs in the neighborhood, also in the
bed of the Big Horn River, adjacent to the main spring, which are
continually bubbling in the channel of the river, while thie surrounding
country for a radius of 80 rods shows nunierous cones ot lava forma-
tion, apparently extinct springs or geysers, and in the immediate viein-
ity of the springs there is a mountain of crystallized gypsum.

I was instructed not to pay the Indians exceeding $50,000 for the
springs and the tract of land embracing tliem, especially for a 5 by 10
mile tract, and that it negotiations were conducted on a basis of a
certain price per acre, I should in no event agree to pay fo exceed
$1.25 per acre. After an examination of the springs and the adjacent
country, and ascertaining from the course of Owl Creek, which trends
slightly to the northeast, that a tract 10 miles long on the eastern
boundary and 10 miles wide on the southern boundary, and from the
southwestern corner due north to Owl Creek, would give about 86
sections of land (55,040 acres), I considered that $60,000 would be
a fair valuation, not excessive, and only just and reasonable for the
tract ceded, including the said springs, and I concluded the agreement
with the Indians for said amount.

The Indians of this reservation are receiving only a ration of beef
and flour and are not sufficiently provided with food, and as they are
now making commendable efforts in farming, I concluded, after consult-
ing with the acting Iudian agent and others familiar with their condi-
tion, that a small ration of bacon, coffee, and sugar, for a period of five
years would be most beneficial in aiding them in their agricultural
efforts, and from the progress they are now making, and the excellent
country they occupy, they should, in five years, be well advanced in
agricuture and on the road to providing for their family wants by their
own industry.

The census shiows 457 males over 18 years of age belonging on the
reservation, and 180 Shoshones and 93 Arapahoes, a total of 273.
All who were present at the agency signed the agreement. Others
arrived from distant parts of the reservation after the rolls were
closed and certificates made, aud as I had 44 more than half of the
Indians qualified to sign, I did not deem it necessary to reopen the
rolls whicli would have necessitated changing the certificates. There
was not a single Indian who refused to sign or offered any objections
after the agreement was reached.

The agreement was the best that I could make, and I consider it just
to the United States aud to the Indians, and trust that it will meet
with your approval and early ratification by Congress.

I inclose herewith minutes of the proceedings of the several councils
held with the Indians regarding the cession of the springs.

1 am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JAMES MCLAUGHLIN,
United States Indian Inspector.
The SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR,
Washington, D. C.
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I certify that at the request of Indian Inspector James McLaughlin, T read the
foregoing agreement to the Indians in joint council, and that it was explained to
the interpreters, paragraph by paragraph.

Joux 8. Loun,
Captain Ninth Caralry, United States Army,
Commanding Fort I'ashakie, Wyo.

We certify that the foregoing agreement was fully explained in joint counecil to
the Indians of the Shoshone and Arapahoe tribes; that they fully understand the
nature of the agreement, and agree to the same.

EpyMO LE CLAIR,

Norkox (his x mark),
Shoshone Interpreters.

HENRY LEE,

WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE,
drapahoe Interpreters.

Witnesses:

Tros. R. BEASON.
JNo. W. Twigas, Jr.

I certify that the foregoing names, though in some cases duplicates, in every
instance represent different individuals.
EbpMmo Le CLAIR, Special Interpreter.

Witnesses to the foregoing agreement and signatures of the Indians.
JoHN S. Lotrp,
Captain Ninth Cavalry.
Joun F. McBLAIN,
First Lieutenant Ninth Cavalry.
Jxo. W. Twiges, Jr.
Tros. R. BrAsoN.
JNo. W, CLARK,
Allotting Agent.
JOHN ROBERTS,
Missionary of the Protestant Episcopal Church to the Indians.

I certify that the Indians, Shoshones and Arapahoes, numbering two hundred and
seventy-thres (273) persons, who have signed the foregoing agreement, constitute a
majority of all male Indians over eighteen (18) years of age helonging on the Shoshone
Reservation, Wyo.

Ricuarp H. WILSON,
Captain Eighth Infantry, dcting Indian Agent.

SHOSHONE AGENCY, Wyo., April 20, 1896.

At a council held at the Shoshone Agency council room by and between James
MeLaughlin, United States Indian inspector, on the part of the Uuited States, and
Chiefs Washakie, of the Shoshones, and Sharp Nose, of the Arapahoes, and other
headmen of the Shoshone and Arapahoe tribes of Indians occupying the Shoshone
Reservation, in the State of Wyoming, with Norkok and Edmore Le Clair, Shoshone
interpreters, and Henry Lee and William Shakespeare, Arapahoe interpreters, the
following proceedings were had, to wit:

Capt. Richard H. Wilson, Eighth Infantry, acting Indian agent, called the council
to order at 10.30 a. m. and said:

“For along while the Shoshones and Arapaloes have asked me to write to the
Great Father about selling the Big Horn Hot Springs. I did write, and he has sent
Inspector McLaughlin here to talk to yon about it. He is a good friend to the
Indians; was agent twenty-four years for the Sioux, and will tell you all about it.
He will now speak to you.”

Inspector McLaughlin said : ¢“My friends, Shoshoncs and Arapahoes, I amn pleased to
gsee 80 many of you here to-day. I call you friends, because I come among you as a
friend of the Indians. I am exceedingly anxious that I will be understood by the
Indians in this council, and also that I will understand what the Indians wish to
convey to me through their interpreters, and therefore I expect the assistant inter-
preters to rectify any mistakes that the official interpreters may make. Ihave been
sent by the Secretary of the Interior to confer with you, the Shoshones and Arapa-
hoes, regarding the cessiin of a small tract of your reservation. The Secretary o
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large. It is not small, and I have not stolen it. My friends that spoke for and
secured this land are all dead and gone. I am the only one of the old men of my
people left. I came here, and I have stayed here. You have never heard of Wash-
akie doing anything wrong. Have you ever heard of Washakie doing anything
wrong ?”

InsBector McLaveurLiN I have never heard anytLing bnt good of Washakie.

WasHaKIE. Now I would like to hear what you are going to ofter me for my spring,
then I will know what to do. That is all 1 have to say. I will listen to you.

Inspector McLAUGHLIN. I would now like to hear from Chief Sharp Nose, of the
Arapahoes, after which I will make you an offer.

Chief Smarr Nosk. My friend, we are glad to see you, and now that we see you
liere we are glad you are with us. You are the kind of man we like to sce. My
friend, you have been with the Sionx twenty-four years, and you know all about the
Indians. You know that they are poor. 1 think that the Great Father told you
how much he is going to pay for this hot spring und I want you to tell me low
much you ave willing to give for it. If you tell me how much this offer is, then you
will hear after awhile what we want. That is what we are all here for—about the
spring. I will make this treaty good, and on that account I want you to pity me
and not to cheat me at all. I want to fix this treaty straight. No lies about it.
Now, that is all I have to say. I want to hear from you.

Inspector McLAUGHLIN, Washakie said he at one time lived at the hot springs,
but as the game had disappeared from that section he moved away, and was now
living here in tLe Wind River Valley. In selecting this location for a home he
acted wisely, as this is a good section of the country. Sharp Nose says that his
people are poor, and that he wishes this agreement made straight, without any lies
in it. That is what I also wish. As I am the representative of the Great I'ather in
this negotiation I do not wish any lies in it, and while I agree with Sharp Nose
that these Indians are poor in a certain sense, yet they are rich in valuable land. I
kave visited many other reservations, bnt I have found none that excels or even
equals the land in Biz Wind, Little Wind, and Popoagie valleys, but I recognize
the fact that, in order that tlie Indians may be able to cultivate the land, they need
sonie assistance, and I am prepared to make you an offer for that tract of 10 miles
square of land, embracing the hot springs on Big Horn River, that will aid you to
develop your farms, and make that indnstry more profitable than is possible with
your present means. My instructions say that it is believed that $50,000 svould be
a fair offer for the springs and the tract of 10 miles square swrrounding it, but after
looking over the country, and considering the needs of the people, I have concluded
to add $10,000 more to that aniount, making $60,000. The offer that I now make
you is all that I believe Congress would ratify, and I feel quite certain that a
greater amount wonld not be ratitied.

(Washakie here talked to his people, saying that yesterday all day he tried to
count $50,000 but he could not do it.)

I will now submit the following three propositions:

First. The Indians to receive $10,000 a year for six years. To be expended as the
Secretary of the Interior may deeni best in the civilization, industrial education,
and subsistence of the Indians. The subsistence to be of bacon, sugar, and cotfee.

Second. The Indians to receive $10,000 a year, as proposed in first offer, for four
years. The first two years to expeud $10,000 each year for cattle, in addition to the
subsistence, or if the Indians did not think they could care for their cattle the first
two years, they could take them the two succceding years. [Illustrated with
matches.]

Third. The Indiaus to receive $10,000 a year, as in first offer for five years, in addi-
tion to which they will receive $10,000 in cash the first year. This offer is the same
as the first, except that the payment for the sixth year is dropped and the amount
paid in cash the first year in addition to the subsistence.

Inspector McLAUGIHLIN. I consider the second proposition tle best, but your agent
thinks the ficst one the better, and I always defer to and consider the agent’s opinions
on subjects of interest to his Indians, especially wlen the agent is such a just one
izs ;»'(iuri;. To give you time to consider these propositions we will now adjourn until

o’clock.

WasHAKIE. I would like to know when this money will be paid.

Inspector McLAUGHLIN. The money will be paid as soon as possible after the agree-
ment has been ratified by Congress. If the agreement is made now it might be
gotten through Congress during the present session; it not, it would have to lay
over until the following session, which meets next December.

Wasnaxie. I would like to have the money right away. I am getting old and
may not live to enjoy it, unless it comes soon.

Inspector MCLAUGHLIN. I promise you that just as soon as I can get the papers
through, I will forward them. Now, if there is anything you wish to see me about
while you are conferring, let me know, and I will meet you with pleasure.
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WasnakIE. I would like to see some of the money.

Captain WiLso~x. The bacon, coftfee, and sugar will do you more good.

Council adjourned at 1.30 p.m., to meet again at 4.

Pursuant to adjournment the council met at 4 p.m., the Indians being still in con-
ference over the propositions submitted.

Wasnaxie. I would like each tribe to get $30,000 for these springs.

Inspector McLAUGIHLIN. I can not nezotiate with you for this tract as separate
tribes, but as one, as you are known to the Great Father as one people. I came to
negotiate with you as one people, and you must agree among yourselves on some one
of the three propositions.

WasHAKIE. I told you thatI wish to keep one spring for myself and my soldiers,
but will sell the other.

(Here a coutroversy occurred hetween the two tribes.)

Captain WiLsoN. Now, you have plenty of time, and I want you to talk it over
and settle it among yourselves.

Simarr Nosk. All these, my people, agree about the $60,000, taking £10,000 a year
in rations for five years, and $10,000 additional in cattle the first year. Men are like
horses—they can not work without rations. My people can work and earn money,
provided they have some assistance to begin with, aud open up farms, and need food
to assist them more than anythingelse. If they take noney it won’t last long. The
Indians will go out and play cards and lose it all the first day. All my children are
very poor, and they think they had better take cattle and rations. 'The Great
Father sent you heve to bny the springs from us. The Arapaloes don’t like to take
the cash, so now I say we will take the $60,000, $10,000 a year for five years in rations,
and $20,000 the first year, ten in ratious and ten in cattle.

Captain WiLso~. I want to say now to both people, that what Sharp Nose has said
is good, and they had better take that. 1 say this because I am a good friend to
both tribes.

Inspector McLAUGHLIN. I wish to say that Sharp Nose’s speech was good. It is
practical aud reasonable. Money would soon pass out of your hands, while the
cattle wonld increase in value every year. 1 would recommeud 2-year-old heifers.
They wounld be better than old cows; they do not cost so much, aud are more profit-
able. There is now very little differcnce in what youn two tribes desire, only the
manner of payment. The Shoshones want cash, while the Arapahoes want cattle.
Either way will be satisfactory to me, but yon must agree upon how you want the
amount paid.

WasHakIe. I am afraid it will be as it was in former times. The two tribes wonld
fail to agree. 1 am poor, but do not care if I am.

Inspector MCLAUGHLIN. Now, yon must agree among yourselves.

Wasmaxik. I have been poor a good while and expect to continue so. I always
thought as it the land belonged to me, but I think now that somehody always gets
ahead of me. I was the first to come here, and I think I ought to be the first to get
what I want.

Captain \WILSON. You have asked me to sell the springs for you; now you have
the opportunity, and you won’t have it again within a year.

Wasnaxig. I told you I wanted to sell the springs.

Captain WiLsoN. Have you talked with Dick, Bishop, and others of the tribe?

WasHakIE. They have nothing to say. They let me do all the talking. I am
chief, and whatever I do the others all agree to. 'The other tribe has too many chiefs.

SHARP NosE. All my friends are iere. We are going to make this treaty all good.
There is $60,000 in all. The first year $5,000 in cash to the Shoshones and $5,000 to
the Arapahoes. Our cash to be paid to the agent, and he to buy cattle for the tribe
with it. Ten thousand dollars in rations the first and the forr following years.

Inspector MCLAUGHLIN. The Shoshones want just the same. The money will be
divided per capita among the 1,744 Indians, each one getting his pro rata share. Ts
that satisfactory? [Applanse.] If that meets with your approval 1 will have the
paper ready for your signatures by to-morrow morning. [Applaunse.]

WasHakiE. How much will each Indian get?

Inspector MCLAUGHLIN. Provided there are 1,744 persons, as shown by the last
census, von will receive $5.73 apiece. A family of four persons will get $22.92.
{Applanse.]

(At this point numerous Shoshones expressed the desire to tuke cattle,as the
Arapahoes.)

Inspector McLAUGHLIN. It will take me some time to get the agreement written
out and ready for you to sign. You must remain here until you sign it. If you
have not enongh to eat, it will be furnished you. It pleasesme very much to see you
all now understand each other.

The conncil then adjourned until to-morrow morning.

Pursnant to adjournment, council met at 11 o'clock a. m., April 21, 1896, for the
purpose of signing the agreement.
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Inspector McLavGuLiN. I have asked Captain Loud, commanding the post of Fort
‘Washakie, to read the agreement aloud to you and have it interpreted to you sen-
tence by sentence, to the two tribes.

(The articles of agreement were then read by Capt. John S. Loud, Ninth Cavalry,
United Stiates Ann\ )

GEORGE TERRrY. These Indians want the freighting of Indian supplies to be given
to them.

Inspector McLauGnLiN, I will recommend that the Indians be given the prefer-
ence 1n all cases.

WasHaKIE. I have given you the springs; my heart feels good.

SHarP NoOsE. I am very glad to hear what you have to say, and whatever yon do I
likeit. I wish a copy of this agreement, as I have never had one before. I want
this right and straight. I never tell lies. I want to help the Great Father, and
everything is done now. After this I want each man’s rations weighed; no more
scoops or shovels to be used. I always liked the Great I"ather, and wish to do what
he wants. If he wants me to work I will do so. If I am working and need things,
will the Great I"ather give them to me?

Inspector MCLAUGHLIN. Yes; provided there is money left from the amount for
subsistence, and I think there will be a few hundred dollars.

WaSHAKIE. 1 wonld also like a copy of the agrcement.

Inspector McLAUGHLIN. I will give you each acopy of the agreement.

WasHAKIE. I would like to know it they are going to hurry the cars (railroad) in
there where they bought the springs?

Inspector MCLAUGIILIN. I can not say; but believe that some of the railroad coni-
panies will very probably build a brauch line in that direction, bringing a railroad
point nearer than at present.

Washakie, chief of the Shoshones, signed the agreement at 12 o’clock m., saying,
as he did so, ‘“I sign this; I never tell lies.”

Sharp 1'03( s chief of the Arapahoes, signed next: then Bishop, who said the same
as Washakie. Other Shoshones and Amp.llloes followed until 273 had signed the
agreement, which was completed at 4.30 p. m., when the council adjourned “sine die.

Certificate.

I hereby certify that the annexed preceding eight pages of typewritten matter is a
correct report of the proceedings had at my several couneils with the Shoshone and
Arapahoe tribes of Indians on the dates thercin stated, as conducted on the part of
myself, and interpreted to me Dby the agency interpreters, assisted Ly special
interpreters.

JaMES MCLAUGIILIN,
United States Indian Inspector.
SHOSHONE AGENCY, WYO., dpril 22, 1806.

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,
OFFICE OF INDIAN AFFAIRS,
Washington, May 5, 1896,

SIR: I have the honor to be in receipt, by your reference of the 1st
instant, for consideration and immediate report, of a communication by
United States Indian Inspector James McLaughlin, dated at the Sho-
shone Agency, Wyo., on April 23, 1806, transmitting articles ot agree-
ment entered into at that : agency on the 21st ultimo, by and between
himself, on the part of the United States, and the Shoshone and Arap-
ahoe tribes of Indians occupying the Shoshone or Wind River Reser-
vation, whereby the Indians cede to the United States a portion ot their

reservation, embracing the Owl Creek or Big Horn Hot Springs.
The negotiations for such cession were conducted in accordance with
a provision contained in the Indian appropriation act approved March
3, 1893 (27 Stat. L., 633), appropriating the sum of $15,000 for the pur-
pose of negotiating with any Indian tribes for the surrender of portions
of their respective reservations, any such agreement to be subject to
subsequent ratification by Congress. Of said sum of $15,000 there was
a balance of $4,269 available at the time of instructing Inspector
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MeLaughlin to negotiate for the cession in question. These instructions
were prepared by this office (in blank) and transmitted to you with my
letter dated February 20, 1896, in accordance with instructions con-
tained in your letter dated February 10, 1896. I'rom Inspector
MecLaughlin’s report it appears that said instructions were approved
by the Department on March 25, 1896, and inclosed in Department
letter to him dated the 24th of that month.

The purpose of the negotiations in question was to procure the ces-
sion of the Hot Springs, located in the northeastern portion of said
reservation about 1} or 2 miles from the eastern boundary of the res-
ervation and about 33 or 4 miles south of the northern boundary.
During the past eighteen months this Department has been in receipt
of numerous communications and reports trom the Indian agents, Mem-
bers of Congress fronit Wyoming, and others respecting the magnitude
health-giving properties, and growing popularity of these springs, and
urging the advisability of the Government securing tlie absolute owner-
ship and controel of the same and the lands embracing them, with a view
to establishing facilities for their use as a health resort.

With a view to the better control of the springs and also, if thought
fit, in order that a national park might be established there, it was
thought advisable to sccure the cession of a considerable tract of land
with the springs, especially as it had been repeatedly reported that the
lands in that portion of the reservation were of no especial value, on
account of their rugged character, for farming or grazing purposes.
In the instructions in question the cession of a tract, comprising the
northeastern portion of the reservation, including the springs, 10 miles
in length on both the eastern and southern boundaries, was contem-
plated, it the ludians should be tound willing to part with a tract of
that avea; but it not, that in no case should the cession embrace a
tract less than  miles in width east and west, and 10 miles in length,
including the springs.

I'rom the report of the council proceedings it appears that Inspector
Mciaughlin experienced no difficulty in reaching an agreement with
the Indians for the cession of the larger tract, as indicated. The
agreement was made at the Shoshone Agency on the 21st day of April
last, the several articles being substantially as follows:

By article 1 it is stipulated that the following tract ot land be ceded
by the Indians to the United States, including the water rights per-
taining thereto and embracing the Owl Creek or Big Horn Hot Springs,
to wit:

“Beginning at the northeastern corner of the said reservation, where
Owl Creck empties into the Big Horn River; thence south ten miles,
following the eastern boundary of the reservation; thence due west ten
miles; thence due north to the middle of the channel of Owl Creek,
whieh forms a portion the northern boundary of the reservation; theunce
following the middle of the channel of said Owl Creek to the point of
beginning.”

Article 2 provides that the lands ceded, sold, and relinquished to the
United States by the agreement shall Le set apart as a national park
or reservation, forever reserving the said Big Horn Hot Springs for the
use and Dbenetit of the general public, the Indians to be allowed to
enjoy the advantages of the conveniences that may be erected, with
the public generally.

By article 3 it is stipulated that the consideration for the cession of
the aforesaid lands by the Indiaus is 860,000.

Article 4 provides for the expenditure of said $60,000 in the follow-


















	Agreement with the Shoshones and Arapahoes
	Recommended Citation

	tmp.1520638571.pdf.dlS86

