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: \ NAVAJO INDIANS IN NEW MEXICO AND ARIZONA. 3
3 proper legislation to give from the injuries that are constantly being
inflicted on the persons and property of the citizens of New Mexico by
the Navajo tribe of Indians. X
The petitioners allege that this tribe,located upon the Navajo Reser-
vation, numbering many thousands, constantly wander from their res- ~
ervation and depredate upon the property of citizens, imficting grievous
g injuries for which no redress can be obtained; that the cattle and chief 3
interests in the northwest portions of that Territory have suffered by 9
reason of these depredations; that large numbers of cattle and sheep
have been and are still being killed by bands of these Indians; that
great and valuable interests are in danger of being utterly destroyed
m that section of the Territory; that the fact that these Navajo Indians i
are constantly wandering from their reservation and may at any time
commit aets of violence which will precipitate a bloody conflict has
created a feeling of insecurity to persons and property in that section
of -the country; that this state of affairs is retarding the progress and,
depressing the prosperity of the people; and that under the circum-
stances it is difficult to secure the investment of capital for the devel-
opment of their resources.
E On July 1, 1892, United States Indian Agent Shipley, of the Navajo
Agency, addressed a‘letter to this office (copy inclosed) stating that
he had just received information to the effeet that one Lot Smith, a
Mortmon, living in the neighborhood of Tuba City, and a Navajo In-
dian became involved in a difficulty over the trespassing of some
sheep and cattle on land belonging to Mr. Smith; that from the meager
reports received by him, the agent, it seems that Smith commenced
shooting the Navajo’s sheep; that in retaliation the Indian shot sev-
E eral head of Mr. Smith’s cattle, whereupon Smith commenced shooting
{ at the Indian, the Indian returning the fire, thereby killing Smith.

N

The agent states that, as he understands the case from the best in-

formation obtainable, the killing was done by the Indian in self-de-

'« fense; that he had sent his police to arrest the Indian, and that as
soon as he obtained all the facts in the case he would make full re-
port thereof to this office.

I am also in receipt of a communication, dated the 7th instant, from
Hon. Marcus A. Smith, Delegate from the Territory of Arizona, stating
that, in addition to the current newspaper reports, he is advised by Mr.
E. E. Ellinwood, a gentleman worthy of credit, that the Navajo Indians
of Arizona are trespassing on the farms and grazing grounds of the

+ white citizens along the western line of the Navajo Indian Reservation;
that one Lot Smith, a white man, has recently been killed by these In-
dians; that the killing oceurred on his own premises, and as he, Marcus
A. Smith, alleges, in a justifiable effort to defend his property from
Indian depredation; that the Indian situnation is fraught with danger
to the peace of Arizona, and that the lives of the settlers in the vicin-
ity of the Navajo Indian Resegpvation are unprotected.

Mr. Smith appeals to this Department for speedy action in the
premises.

Upon this subject T have the honor to state that it has long been
known to this office thaf\the relations between the nonreservation Nav-
4jo Indians, residing principally in the Territories of New Mexico and

- Arizona, and their white neighbors have been very greatly strained, and
from newspaper reports and other information received than that above
referred to, it is evident that serious trouble must eventually result
;1(;)11(358 further precautionary measurés are taken by the Government

avert-it.
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NAVAJO INDIANS IN NEW MEXICO AND ARIZONA. 7

sheep and horses, and that the waters beyond the reservation limits,
near which they then lived, had been used by them for generations.
He (the agent) also reported that he had made great endeavor and
all preparatory arrangements possible to bring these families, with their
flocks and herds ,back to the reservation; that it would require time to
undertake and complete a movement of such vital importance to them,
otherwise great hardship would result to them and their flocks and
herds; and that even if it should be determined to bring them within
the reservation, the only practical way in which it could be done would
be by extending the reservation line south a sufficient distance to pro-

‘vide them all with lands and water.

Further information having reached this office concerning probable
trouble with the Navajos, it again instructed the agent, on May 22,
1891, that the nonreservation Navajos, who were not bona fide settlers
upon the public domain, ought to be required to move to the reserva-
tion and remain thereon.

In his annual report, dated August 31, 1891, Agent D. L. Shipley, of
the Navajo Agency, states that these Indians are gradually abandon-
ing their old customs; that there is a marked advancement by them
toward civilization; that unless some hidden or unforseen influence
swerves the Navajos from their present course, they will continue to
grow better; but that much is to bt feared from the encroachments of
the white men upon their domains and that he would not be surprised
if in time the Nez Perces and Sioux troubles were repeated on a larger
scale with the Navajos, and that it will require the very best manage-
ment in the future to avoid the impending trouble.

On February 15, 1892, Agent Shipley, in response to a telegram from
this office, based upon rumors of trouble with the Navajos, wired as
follows: A

Everything is quiet now. Council is called on the twenty-second at Manuelitos
camp, when steps will be taken to place all renegade Indians on the reservation.

On March 2 last this office made a somewhat lengthy report to the
Department upon the condition of affairs among the Navajo Indians,
and recommended that a copy of the same be transmitted to the hon-
orable Secretary of War in order that he might be informed of the sit-

uation of affairs among the Navajos, as viewed by this office, and in -

case of any serious trouble that he be ready to furnish such military
assistance as might be hiecessary.

I am now in receipt, by Department reference, of a report dated June
16,1892, from United States Indian Inspector Arthur M. Tinker, stating
that, in pursuance of instructions contained in Departmental communi-
éations of January 6, March 19, and March 25, 1892, he ascertains,
among other things, that the Navajo Indians find some fault with Agent
Shipley for the reason that he has talked too much with them about
returning to their reservation to live; that these people will not return
to and live upon the Navajo Indian Reservation until they are férced to
do so; that a large ngmber of them have never lived upon the reserva-
tion; that they are now living where they have lived for years, upon
the public domain; that they have been advised by former agents,
special agents, and inspectors, that they could live where they were
located so long as they desived to do so, as the lands which they occu-
pied were unsurveyed Government lands, their rights being equal, un-
der the land laws of the United States, to those of other settlers.

Inspector Tinker also states that, from the best and most reliable in-
formation he is able to obtain, he is of the opinion that from 15 to 20

\

\ £






























	Report on the Navajo Indians
	Recommended Citation

	tmp.1520636774.pdf.3vCR3

