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50TH CONGRESS, }

SENATE.

2d Session.

Ex. Doc.
{ No.82.

LETTER
FROM

THE SECRETARY OF WAR,
TRANS!\HTTING,

In response to Senate resolution of January 3, 1889, information relative to
services of volunteers in the Nez Perce war .

.JANUARY

22, 1889.-Referred to the Committee on Foreign Relations and ordered to
be printed.

WAR DEPARTMENT,
Washington City, January 21, 1889.
The Secretary of War has the honor to transmit to the United States
Senate a report of the 21st instant from the Adjutant·General, together with copies of all records and papers on file in this Department
relative to the services of volunteers from Washington and Idaho Territories in the Nez Perce Indian war of 1877 ; the same being furnished
in ·response to Senate resolution of the 3d instant, calling for this information.
WILLIAM: C. ENDICOTTt-......
·
Secretary of war.
The PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE United States Senate.

ADJUTANT-GENERAL'S OFFICE,
Washington, January 21, 1889.
SIR : I have the honor to return herewith Senate resolution of the 3d
instant, directing the Secretary of War to transmit to the Senate copies
of all records and papers on file in his Department relative to the service of volunteers from Washington and Idaho Territories in the Indian
war of 1877, commonly known as the Nez Perce war, together with information as to the number and names of such volunteers, officers, and
privates, respectively, the period or periods of service, and whether any
payments, and if so what amount and when, had been made for such
service, referred to this office for report, and to transmit copies of such
records and papers bearing upon the subject in question as appear to
be of record in this office.
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
.J. C. KELTON,
Assistant Adjutant- General.
rflte SECRETARY OF W .A.R.
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VOLUNTEERS IN NEZ PERCE WAR.

COPIES OF CORRESPONDENCE, OBDERS, ETC., IN RELATION 1'U SERVICES OF VOLUNl'EEB FORCES PROM WASHINGTON AND IDAHO l'ERRil'ORIES DORING THE NEZ PEBCE WAB OP 1877.
[Telegram.]
BOISl~ CITY, IDAHO, June 197 1877.
WAR DEPARTMENT,
Washington:
Disastrous Indian war begun. No Territorial law creating militia. Only twenty
regniars here. I want authority to organize, mount, and provision volunteers at Government charge. Immediate action necessary.
M. J3RAYMAN,
Governor.

[Telt-gram.]

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE UNITED STATES,
Washington, D. C., Ju,ne 20, 1877.
General I. McDOWELL,
Commanding Division San Fmnciseo, Cal.:
Governor of Idaho telegraphs Secretary of War asking authority to organize militia,
and calling for arms, ammunition, and supplies generally. .iJ@ has answered that he
has no authority to grant the latter, but that General Howard will be authorized to
issue, at his discretion, under the act approved July 3, 1876, muskets of old pattern,
not to exceed five hundred, and ammunition, under the amendment approved March
3, 1877, not to exceed fifty rounds. See the acts quoted in General Orders 61 of 1876.
W. T. SHERMAN,
General.
EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT,
Idaho Territory, Boise City, Idaho, June 17, 1877.
SIR: To-day I telegraphed you for authority to mount and subsist volunteers for
immediate service. I have arms and ammunition heretofore drawn from the United
States.
Thus far, I regret to say, Idaho has refused to organize a militia. We have no law
on the subject. Though having custody of the ordnance stores, I have, strictly, no
authority to use them, nor the control of a dollar. There has been and is a painful
reluctance here to a practical recognition of an obligation to organize under Jaw or
to serve under officers commissioned by the United States; . yet, in the presence of
the great danger I have assumed the responsibility of organizing volunteer companies. The first is now electing its officers. I shall commission and arm. Rations,
horses, forage, etc., I can not furnish; neither can I pledge the Territory or the
United States to pay.
General Howard is at Lapwai, paralyzed by an overwhelming force, which he can
not check. Major Collins has only 20 men to hold Fort Boise; none for the field. A
band of Indians, evidently hostile, and waiting, is 60 miles south of us. All appear
to be in concert. There is unquestionably heavy work at band. Those who know
the Indians and speak t~heir language anticipate a general rising of hostile tribes,
several thousand strong.
The Department is doubtless better informed than I, and will meet the emergency.
Meantime I need authority for immediate action. Having filled commands in the
Army from 1861 to 1865 I think I can appreciate the gravity of the situation, and
apply means judiciously.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
M. BRAYMAN,
Governor.
The SECRETARY OF WAR,
Washington City, D. C.
Respectfully referred to the Adjutant-General, who will please send a copy of this
communication to the Chief of Ordnance, and telegraph to the governor of Idaho
that his communication bas this clay been received, and ask him iot' he desires action
upon it.
By order of the Secretary of War.
H. T. CROSBY,
Chief Clerk.
JUNE 30, 1877.
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I Telegram.]
WAR DEPARTMENT, ADJUTANT-GENERAL's OFFICE,

Washington, June 30, 1877.
The GOVERNOR OF IDAHO,

Boise City:
Your letter of June 17 to Secretary of War, relative to Territory refusing to organize a militia and your having assumed the responsibility of organizing volunteers,
bas this day been received.
Do you desire action on it f
THOMAS M. VINCENT,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

GENERAL ORDERS ~

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT AND HEADQUARTERS
IDAHO VOLUNTEERS,

No. 1.
5
Boise City, Idaho, June 19, 1877.
(1) .A. disastrous Indian war having begun, resulting already in the massac-:,-e of
many citizens and the devastation of a portion of the Territory, it becomes necessary
that instant and ample preparation be made to restore the peace.
(2) To this end the governor, in virtue of his authority as commander-in-chief,
will proceed to organize companies and regiments of volunt,eers in the various counties, by voluntary enlistment and organization, of able-bodied fighting men.
(3) Companies will consist of sixty-six men, rank and file; but on the enrollment
offorty men a company may organize and fill up the ranks as occasion may permit.
( 4) Each company, on organizing, forty or morfl, may elect its own officers and noncommissioned officers, whose official character will be recognized by commission or
otherwise.
(5) Upon filing muster-roll and certificate of the due election of officers, and when
commissioned, the governor will furnish to each company t.be necessary arms, ammunition, and equipments from the ordnance stores heretofore r~ceived from the
United States arsenals; the commissioned officers to receipt therefor and become I'esponsible for the proper use and safe return of the same, when so ordered.
(6) Such companies and regiments shall be subject to the orders of the commanderin-chief, according to military usage, and may be disbanded when no longer needed
for public service.
(~) As these military organizations are to be voluntary and without direct and
special authority of any law, their efficiency will depend on the honor and patriotism of
their individual members, and the ability, integrity, and skill of their officers. Let
none but faithful and brave men enlist, and none but careful, gallant, and honorable
officers he elected.
(8) The commander-in-chief bas no fund for war purposes, and thus far no authority
to pledge the Territory or the United States for payment. Each man must await the
usual appropriation for such emergencies.
(9) The secretary of the Territory will perform the usual duties of adjutant-general
of the militia, under orders of the commander-in-chief.
(10) First Lieut. John Hailey, Company .A., First Regiment Idaho Volunteers, is
detailed for duty as ordnance officer and quartermaster, in aid of the commanderin-chief. He will have charge of the arms and ordnance stores, and of the procuring of supplies and of their care and disposal-giving vouchers or receipts for the
same-those furnishing to await payment as indicated in paragraph 8, hereof.
(11) As all accounts either against the United States or the Territory will be subject to strict examination and audit, they must be made full, fair, and reasonable, as
respects quality, quantity, and cost.
(12) Commanding officers are imperatively enjoined to see that ammunition is issued only in necessary quantities, and that none be consumed except in case of necessity, under proper orders, and for the public service; none are at liberty to nse it for
sport or private use, but for the public defense only.
•
(13) Officers or leaders of independent and unorganized parties who are furnished
with arms, as well as organized companies, will be expected to forward to headquarters prompt reports and information of movements.
M. BRAYMAN,

E. J. CURTIS,
Secretary and Adjutant.
Respectfully referred to the Secretary of War.
By direction of the President:

Governo1· and Comma'1lder-in- Chief.

0.
EXECUTIVE MANSION,

July 2, 1877.

L. PRUDEN,

Secretm·y.

4

VOLUNTEERS

iN

NEZ PERCE WAR.

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, IDAHO TERRITORY,
Boise City, Idaho, June 22, 1877.
SIR: Referring to my dispatch and letter of the 19th (the letter misdated 17th)
and your dispatch of the 20th June instant:
Since that time I have organized four volunteers, armed, officered, and equipped
them, and sent to apparently exposed points arms for squads of citizens without awaiting formal organization. In all about 500 stand of arms have been distributed.
Serious fears existed of hostilities on the part of a baud of Indians, who, leaving
their reservation in Nevada, had encamped on the Owyhee south of Snake River, having no proper business or right to be in Idaho. To meet this possible exigency I have
armed the people of the Boise and Snake River Valleys, froming the danger. Since
then conferences with Chief Winuemucka, by telegraph to Silver City, afford assurances that these men do not meditate hostilities, and Winnemucka will be here in half
an hour to give personal assurance.
Several hundred Indians heretofore friendly-Snakes, Bannocks, Shoshones, and
Boise-being on Camas Prairie, Alturas County, 100 miles easterly, I dispatched' messengers who returned with several chiefs, who during a stay of two days satisfied
me of their good disposition. I learn that both these bodies of Indians have been
solicited to join those in arms in the north. But the effort failed, and there is apparent no danger for middle and southern Idaho, unless Indian successes over General
Howard in the north should induce the young braves, who are not under good contr-ol of these chiefs, to break away.
I have sent a small squad of thirty voluutAers up to Indian Creek at the head of the
Weiser Valley to convoy arms, and if necessary to aid your forces in rescuing the
threatened settlements.
I was before aware of the want of direct authority of law in your Department to
grant the request of my dispatches; and only made it under doubt of the purpose of
the Indians in my vicinity, and the knowledge of the then helpless condition of General Howard-himself unable to afford aid. No inconvenience followed, except the
necessity of my assuming responsibilities not provided by Territorial law. No United
States troops are asked for here, and if, in the battle now approaching in the north,
our forces sustain themselves the disturbance may soon end.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
M. BRAYMAN,
Governor.
Ron. GEORGE W. McCRARY,
Sec-retrJ1'!J of War, Washington City.

WAR DEPARTMENT,
Washington City, July 12, 1877.
SIR: I have the honor to transmit for your information a copy of an extract from
a letter from the Governor of Idaho Territory, dated June 2, last, concerning the
condition of Indian affairs in that Territory, and of his action for the protection of
settlers.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
H. T. CROSBY,
Chief Clerk (for the Secretary of War, and in his absence).
The SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR.

[Confidential.]

HDQRS. MILITARY DIVISION OF THE PACIFIC
AND DEPARTMENT OF CALIFORNIA,
San Francisco, June 28, 1877.
SIR: The general commanding, with the view of hereafter facilitating a speedy and
just settlement of all claims of citizens of Oregon and Idaho Territory for services
rendered in connection with the present Indian hostilities, or for damage sustained
by acts of the Indians, suggests to you the importance of designating some officer of
your command to make it a special duty to collect all information, and from every
source, in respect to service rendered and losses sustained during present hostilities.
If the governors of Oregon and Idaho will permit him to obtain copies of all the rolls
of all volunteer companies, he should verify them to see that those whose names are
enrolled are present, and keep copies of the same; should ascertain by personal inspection or inquiry, or py correspondence with the postmasters and sheriffs, the names
of those who have suffered losses of buildings, grain, hay, and stock, and the extent
of the loss and its present valuation. He should make note of every report he hears,
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and of every statement that is published in respect to the questions involved, and
verify them so far as may be possible.
Care should be taktm to separate the losses which occur by the acts of Indians, and
those which arise from people abandoning their homes far from the scene or hostilities through fear, leaviug their property unprotected.
In a eountry so thinly peopled as the scene of present hostilities much information
of the kind suggested can be obtained; enough (,lertainly to enable the Government
to act understandingly in referenne to claims that will be presented after this Indian
war is oyer, and seeure paym~nt of just ones without unnecessary delay.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
J. C. KELTON,
Lieu.tenant-Colonel, Assistant Adjutant-General.
COMMANDING OFFICER,
Department of the Columbia, Pm·tland, Oregon.
NoTE.-The general commanding suggests that one or more of the paymasters of
the Department of the Columbia might be detailed on this duty, as for some months
there will be no payments made to troops.
J. C. KELTON,
.Assistant Adjutant-General.
(Similar instructions given to Captain Bradley, assistant quartermaster, ordered to
Boise.)

SPECIAL ORDERS,
No. 108.

~

5

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE COLUMBIA,
Portland, Oregon, .August 6, 1877.

*

*

(2) Maj. Reginald H. Towler, paymaster, having complied with paragraph 1,
Special Order No. 97, from department headquarters, dated Portland, Oregon, July 18,
1877, will remain at Lewiston, Ind. •r., and without delay enter upon the discharge
of the duty indicated in a communication dated at division headquarters, June 28,
1877, a copy of wl:iich communication has been furnished Major Towler as 1 is instructions and for his guidance.
On completiOn of this duty Major Towler will submit a detailed report to the assistant adjutant-general.
By command of Brigadier-General Howard.
H. CLAY WooD,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE COLUMBIA,
Portland, Orogon, September 27, 1877.
SIR: In view of your recent investigations relative to the losses of citizens during
the late Indian depredations, I havt' respentfully to request information if you obtained a list of the names of the members of Capt. Ed. McConville's company of Lewiston volunteers; also the names of Capt. Georga Hunter's company of Dayton volunteers.
If so, will you please furnish this office copies of the same f ·..
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
H. CLAY WooD,
Assista'}'t .Adjutant-General.
Maj. JAMES P. CANBY,
Payma,ster, Portla-n d, Oregon.
[First indorsement.l

PORTLAND, OREGON, Septentber 27, 1877.
Respectfully returned to the Assistant Adjutant-General, Depat.:tment of the Columbia, with the information that Maj. R. H. Towler, who was directed to remain at
Lewiston and collect information under instructions from division headquarters, has
a copy of the rolls of Captain McConville's Company. I have nothing on record in
r~ference to Dayton Volunteers.
JAS. P. CANBY,
.f'~ymaster, U. S. Army,
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[Second indorsement.]
HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE Cor.uMBIA,

Portland, Oregon, September 28, 1877.
Respectfully referred to Maj. R. H. Towler, paymaster, for report.
By command of Brigadier-General Howard.
H. CLAY WooD,

Assistant Adjutant- General.
[Third indorseme:c.t.j
PORTLAND, 0REGON7 September29, 1887.
Respectfully returned to Assistant Adjutant-General, Department of the Columbia,
with the original rolls of Capt,ain McConville's A Company of Lewiston Volunteers,
and Captain Hunter's A Company of Columbia County Volunteers.
R. H. TowJ,ER,
Paymaster, U.S. Army.

U. S. ARMY,
Portland, Oregon, Novernbm· 2G, 1877.
SIR: I have the honor to report that in obedience to instructions received at I~ew
iston, Idaho, dated July 27, 1877, and comprised in paragraph 2, Special Orders No.108,
Headquarters Department of the Columbia, dated Portland, Oregon, August 6, 1877,
I made every e-ffort to obtain the rolls of the different volunteer organizations that
were in the field engaged against the hostile Nez Perces Indians, and that I obtained
the following :
Capt. E. McConville's, designated as Company A, Lewiston Volunteers. Capt.
George Hunter's, designated as the Columbia County or Company A, Washington
Territory Volunteers~ and Pataha Rangers, under Capt. John W. Elliott. The rolls
of the first two enumerated companies were forwarded to you in a communication
bearing date September 28, and the roll of the latter is herewith inclosed.
I endeavored, to the best of my ability, to find any person who had suffered losses by
reason of depredations committed by the hostile Nez Perces in the district assigned me
by the above referred to inRtructions, but was unable to discover any such.
Respectfully, your obedient servant,
R. H. TOWLER,
Paymastm·, United States Army.
The AssiSTANT ADJUTANT-GF.NERAL,
Depa1·tment of the Columbia, P01·tland, Oregon.
PAY DEPARTMENT,

Lmviston Volunteers.
Names.

Rank.

Residence.

Date of en- Muster out
rollment. of service.

Ed. McConville .••••••••••••••••.. Captaui ......... Lewiston •••••••••••... June 28 .. . Aufi~~t28.
Ma.rtin Williams .................. First-lieutenant ..•.. do ...................... do ... ..
Randolph Keen................... First sergeant ...... do ...................... do ..•..
Do.
Do.
July 29.
July 20.
James Mustard ....................... do . .......... Union Flat ................. do .... . .August28.
George Pitt ........................... do ........... Sacramento Valley, Cal. .... do ... ..
Do.
J. Carlton ............................ do ........... Lewiston .................. do .... .
Do.
Do.

i~~;Ja~!i~~ :::::::::::::::::: .~!~:~~~: ::::::: ::: :~~ :::::::::::::::::: :~: :~~:: :::

~rJ: :l~:~~~n-~:::: :::::::::::::: ::: :~~:: ::::::::: ::: :~~ :::::::::::::::::: ::: :~~: ~:::

~u\);.o.

G. E. Colwell ......................... do ............... do ...................... do .... .
Oliver Wishard ...................... do .............. do ...... -·-- ........... do .... .
Do.
Albert Wisner ........................ do ............... do ...................... do .... .
Do.
Thomas Normon ...................... do ........... Paradise Valley ........... do .... . Angust28.
Do.
i~b~~ ~:~::.
:~~:
~~i'f!~~w~s'h::
:g~::::: July 20.
George Bickle ........................ do ........... Watertown, N.Y .......... do .... . August 28.
Howard Ridgley ...................... do........... Walla Walla . .. ....... July 20 ...
Do.
John Maxin .......................... do ........... Lewiston .................. do .... .
Do.
Charles Adams ....................... do ........... Humboldt Bay, CaL •...... do .... .
Do.
George Ogelsby ....................... do ........... Paradise Valley .......... . do . ... .
Do.
0
July 29.
~~S~P~~l~r·:::::::::::::::::::::· ::::~~
-~~~~ ~:-~~-s~::::::::: 'j;;_~~
AuguAt2a.
Richard Roberts ...................... do ........... Lewiston .............. August 3.
Do.
Raymond Arrant .................... . do ............... do .................. July 29 ...
Do.
Perry Sherwin ........................ do ........... Slate Creek, Idaho ......... do .... .
Do.
Peter Davis .......................... do ........... Lewiston .............. July 20 ...
Do.

:::::::::::::::::::: :::

:::::::::.

:::::::::::

:::::::: :::
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Company .A, Colu'mbia County Voltl-ntee1·s.
N:1me and rank.

Residonce.

Age.

OFFICERS.

~ifs~ li:~;~i,!Y~~t~~;;~:::::::::::::::::: ~:::::::::::::: .~~:'~;]~·-~a~~-::::::::::::::::::::::

Second Lieut. John T. Ford ......•.....•..••••• ------------ ...... do ...•............••...........

§~~~~~s:r~l~~~:I!:r:N?c!:r~~~:::: :::::::::::::::::::::: ::::::~~ :::::::::::::::::::::::::::::
8
i~!~h S~~:l5·~~~ J.· f!~r~~~-::::::::::::::::::: ::::::::: ::::: :~~ :::::::::::::::::::::::::::: ·

Fifth Sergt. Joseph F. Haff ·----------· ---------··· •...... Parn<lise Valloy, Wash ------ ...... .
.E'irstCorporal Isaac J. Scribner ..... : ...................... Dayton, W:lsh ...................•..

~tc~d~~~~~!i~Wi~~Kc~%~~gi;~·:: :::::::::::::::::::::: ::::::~~ :::::::::::::::::::::::::::::
Fourth Corporal George C. Bickers •••..••..••..•••••••••••.••••• do ............................ .

42
44
28

29
25
26

22
22
23
22
28
26

PRIVATES.

:
:
;
:
:
;
:
:
:?J!·:~:J: :~-:-:·T~-:·: :~::~~ ~ ~:.
:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: :::::
·.::::::::::::

~:tE~;:~;: ;;;;;~~;~;; ::~~~~:;: :~~~:;
~~~~~ ~~:~::

:~:

~:~1~~.eJ:!~:: ~~~~-

Dennis L. C. Edmundson ......................................... do ............................ .
Thomas S. Edmonson ........................... - ................ do ........................... ..
WillisE.L.Ford ........................................... Walla Walla, Wash ............... .
Clarence W.L.Ford ............................................. do ............................ .
Lathan P. Freeman ........................................ Paradise Valley, Wash ........... ..
WilliamL. Grote ................................................. do ............................ .

§tZ~~t;!!;:!!;:!i:!!i!!!!!mm;:!:: ~ ~!~ !l!!!: :S~1r~2ltn::.:::u::)_
§!~"f~€~i:; :;::::::::::::::;:::;:; :~::~~;:;:~ : ; : :; J~ : :; : : : : ; ; : : : :; :;:

¥~:e~r'f/.T~~~ -~~:::::::::::::::: :::::::::::::::::::::::: ::::::~~ :::::::::::::::::::::::::::::
1

LouisM. Tidwell. ................................................ do
JamesA. Woodward ............................................. rlo
Frank C. White .................................................. do
John C. Zumalt .................................................. do

........................... ..
............................ .
............................ .
............................ .

¥o~ ~~:a_~:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: ::::: :~~ :::::::::: :·:::: ::::::::::::::

23
22

25
21
23
22

20

22
21
19
23

17
22
31
29

20
18
23
22

20

22
23

19
35
25
20
22
28

42

37
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Pataha Rangers.
Names.

Residence.

How armed.

Amount of ammunition.

Remarks.

Capt. J"ohn W. Elliott ..
Eugene S. Wilson* .....
Ambrose A. Owsley ....

30 Pataha .••••.....•...•••••........••••.•.•••••.•......
24
AtPataha.
No gun.
34
28 .... do ............................................... ..
Do.
21 . . . . do . . • • . . • • . Target gun (20 16 rounds gun; 12

Pollard Bounds .....••.
Robert Short. ".........
H. Elliott* .............
Frank McBreardy ...•.

20 . ... do . . . . . . . . . One revolver...... No ammunition .. . No gun.
18 .. .. do ................................................ .
Do.

ir~:~;~o~~~-s-1~!.:::

John M. Wilson ........
John M. Sallee ..•.•....
Daniel McKay-.........
John Chenpbale .......
Samuel Shawley .. ·.....
Charles Shearer ........
EdwardCoe.:...•......

~b~J;:~~I -~ ::::::::
Lewis Tewalt ..........
Thomas Cum packer ...
Newton Thomas .......
Henry C. Able .........
Henry Vaughan ........
J". N. Elsd~?:e ............
Georl{e Pitt ...........
JohnBule ..............

,.

Age.

Daniel Williams ..••...
Frank C:utwright .....

::: :~~:: ::::::: -~~~~~~~.:::::::::: ::::::::::::::::::::
pounds); one C.
revolver.

revolver.

24 .... do ................................................ . At Pataha.
33 rounds; 12
revolver.
rounds.

21 . ... do ......... Spencer carbine;
24
23
24
28
18
17
23
30
42
24
18
32
45
22
32
23
32

::::~~ ::::::::· Wi~it~:r::::::: ~gor~~~~ds:::: ~:::

. ... do
. ... do
.. .. do
.. .. do
.. .. do
.... do
.... do
.. .. do
.. .. do
. .•. do
. ... do
.. .. do
. ... do
. .. .do
. ••. do

......... Ballard carbil'e ... 55 rounds ........ .
................................................ .
......... Spencer carbine ... 6 rounds ......... .
................................................ .
......... Revolver ......... 6 rounds ......... .
................................................ .
............................................... ..
................................ , ............... .
................................................ .
......... Spencer carbine ... 100 rounds ....... .
......... Winchester ....... 30 rflunds ....... ..
......... Revolver ......... 30 rounds ........ .
.............................................. ..
............................................... ..
......... Muzzle-loader;re- 30 rounds; 40
volver.
rounds.
20 . ... do .•....... Double· barrel .................. ..
shotgun.
23 .... do ................................................ .

No gun.
No money.
No gun.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.

Do.
Do.
No horse.
Treble bar.

*Absent.

Special Field Orders, (HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE COLUMBIA,
No. 20.
5 IN THil; FIELD, CAMP HAUGHEY, ON SALMON RIVER,
Near Mouth of White Bird Creek, Idaho, June 29, 1877.

*

*

(5) Capt. George Hunter, commanding the Dayton Volunteers, will report with his
company to Capt. Marcus P. Miller, Fourth Artillery, for duty.
By command of Brigadier-General Howard.
M. C. WILKINSON,

First Lieutenant, Third Injantt·u, Aide-de-Camp.

Special Field Orders,~ HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT Ojj' THE COLUMBIA
No. 21.
5 IN THE FIELD, CAMP HAUGHEY, ON SALMON RIVER,
.Near mouth of White-Bird C1·eek, Idaho, June 30, 1877.
Capt. E. McConville, with his company (A) of Lewiston Volunteers, eighteen men,
having reported this day for duty at these headquarters, is hereby ordered to report
to Capt. Joel G. Trimble, First Cavalry, at Slate Creek, Idaho, without delay.
By command of Brigadier-General Howard.
M. C. WILKINSON,

First Lieutenant, Third Infantry, Aide-de-Camp.

Field circular.]

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE COLUMBIA,
IN THE FIELD, CAMP ON SALMON RIVER,
Near Mottth of White Bird C1·eek, July 1,1877.
This command will march at 5 a.m. to-mQrf9W, with four days' rations, towards
Little Salmon River.
Reveille at !3 a, m! Ca~t. Marcn~ f. ~iller'!'! l:>~tt~liqn o:f IJirtiQ.ery wHI lead tlH>
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advance. Capt. George Hunter with his company of Dayton Volunteers will report
to Captain Miller for an advance guard.
Capt. Joel C. Trimble, upon junction with this command, will report to Captain
Miller for orders.
Headquarters will follow Captain Miller's command.
By command of Brigadier-General Howard.
M. C. WILKINSON,
First Lieutenant, Third Infantry, A.ide-de-Carnp.

Special Field
Orders, No. 22.

~

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE COLUMBIA,
IN THE :FIELD, CAMP ON SALMON RIVER,
Neat· Mouth of White Bird Greek, Idaho, July 1, 1877.

S
*

*

*

*

*

(3) Capt. George Hunter, commanding Dayton Volunteers, will at 6 a.m. make a
reconnaibsance in the direction of Pittsburgh Landing, examining the country
thoroughly as he proceeds, especially in the direction of Joseph's reported encampment.

•

1f

By command of Brigadier-General Howard.
M. C. WILKINSON,
First Lieutenant, Third Infantry, Aide-de-Camp.
Official.

J~

A. SLADEN,
Aide-de-Carnp.

[Telegram.]

BOISE CITY, IDAHo, July 2, 1877.
General THOMAS M. VINCENT,
Assistant Adjutant-General, Wash-ington, D. C.:
I desire no action now; will write; refer mine of twenty-sixth; no trouble in thi~:~
neighborhood.
M. BRAYMAN.
SPECIAL FIELD ORDERS, No. 23.
HDQRS. DEPT. oF THE CoLUMBIA, IN THE FIELD, CAMP RAINS,
Junction of Rocky Canyon and Canoe Encatnprnent Tmils, Idaho, July 4, 1877.
(1) Capt. E. McConville, commanding Company A, of Lewiston Volunteers, will
procceed, via Rocky Canyon, to Cottonwood, l:daho, reporting upon his arrival there
to the commanding officer. As soon as his services can be dispensed with, Capt. E.
McConville, with his company, will return to Lewiston, Idaho, or to general commanding in the field, if they prefer to do so. The senior officer will command en route
to Cottonwood.
.
(2) Capt. George Hauter, commanding company of Dayton Volunteers, will proceed, via Rocky Canyon, to Cottonwood, Idaho, reporting upon his arrival there to
the commanding officer. As soon as his services can be dispensed with on reaching
Lewiston, Idaho, Captain Hunter, with hi~; company, is hereby relieved from duty
with this command. The ~enior officer will command en route to Cottonwood.
(3) For the soldierly qualities and the singularly faithful conduct of Capt. E.
McConville and his company of Lewiston volunteers, during the past few days of incessant duty in the face of a wily and dangerous foe, the commanding general of
the department hereby expresses his apprecia.tion and sincere thanks.
(4) 'fhe commanding general of the department takes this opportunity to convey
to Capt. George Hunter, commanding Dayton volunteers, and the individual members of his company, his thanks for the hearty, promp·t , and energetic manner in which
they have responded to every call to duty during the period in which they have served
in his command. Often sent in the advance under the most trying circumstances,
they have never failed to answer cheerfully every demand to perilous duty.
By command of Brigadier-General Howard :
M. C. WILKINSON,
First Lietttenant Third Infantry, Aide-de-Carnp.
Official:
J. A. 8LADEN,
.A.ide-de- Catn_?S. Ex. 3--1<1
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[Telegram.]

OLYMPIA, WASH., July 7, 1877.
Ron. GEo. W. McCRARY,
Seeretary of War, Washington, D. 0.:
If this Territory is entitled to more arms under act of 1808, I desire our full quota.
in carbines and ammunition and accouterments; therefore if we have received our
quota I desire arms, etc., under acts of 1876 and 1877. Indian matters look very serious in our eastern counties. Stock has been driven off, other depredations committed, and settlers threatened ; many have taken refuge at Walla Walla, others are congregated together and fortified; the situation, in my opinion, is very critical. General Howard can afford us no aid. I will go to Walla Walla immediately and place
arms in the hands of settlers or raise volunteers. Dispatches sent here will be for
warded to me.
E. P. FEitRY,
Governor.
[First indorsement.}

WAR DEPARTMENT, ADJUTANT GENERAL'S 0I<'FIOE,
Washington, July 9, 1877.
Respectfully referred to the Chief of Ordnance, for remark as to arms, if any due.
If there are none due it is proposed to instruct General McDowell as was done relative to request of the Governor of Oregon, by telegram from the Secretary of War
June 22, a copy of which was sent the Chief of Ordnance.
By direction of the President.
THOMAS M. VINCENT,
Assistant Adjutant-General.
{Second indorsement.]

ORDNANCE OFFICE, WAR DEPARTMENT,
Washington, July 9, 1877.
Respectfully returned to the President of the United StateR.
Under the law of 1808 for arming and equipping the militia, I have telegraphep.
orders to Vancouver Arsenal to issue to t,he governor of Washington Territory two
hundred carbines, ammunition, and accouterments, on his requisition, exhausting
the allowance due on the Territory's quota. Also to issue to him, under the law of
1876 as amended in 1877, five hundred arms, accouterments, and ammunition, on his
giving the bond prescribed by law. Governor Ferry has been advised of this action
by telegraph to him at ·walla Walla.
s. v. BENET,
Brigadier-General, Chief of Ordnance.

[Telegram.]

HEADQUARTERS Oil' THE ARMY, ADJUTANT-GENERAL's OFFICE,
Washington, July 10, 1877.
Major-General McDOWELL,
San Francisco, Cal. :
The governor of Washington Territory asks for arms and ammunition. The President, in absence of the Secret.a ry of War, directs that you will cause them to be
furnished upon governor's requisition, as provided by joint resolution of July 3,
1876, and March 3, 1877.
The Chief of Ordnance has sent instruction to Vancouver Arsenal, and also to issue
to the governor the amount of arms, ammunition, and accouterments flue on the Territory's quota under the law of 1808.
THOl\IAS M. VINCENT,
.
Assistant Adjutant-General.

LTelegram.}

WAR DEPARTMENT, ADJUTANT-GENERAL'S OFFICE,
. Washington, July 10, 1887.
GovERNOn oF WASHINGTON TERRITORY,
· Olympia:
Referring to your telegram of 7th to Secretary of War, vlease make your requisition
fo1· arms and ammunition under joint resolutions of July 3, 1876, and March 3, 1877,
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upon Major-General McDowell, to whom instructions from Presideut, in absence of
Secretary, have been communicated.
Instructions have been sent to Vancouver Arsenal as to 'Yhat is due under act of
1808.
THOMAS M. VINCENT,
Assistant Adjutant- General.
[Telegram.]

HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF TllE PACIFIC,
DEPARTMENT OF CALIFORNIA,
San Francisco, Cal., July 12, 1877.
The SECRETARY OF WAR,
Waskington, D. 0.:
The following just received, dated Lewiston, July 11, forwarded from Portland todav:
''In the absence of General Howard, who is beyond my reach, I think General McDowell should be informed that I have reliable information that Joseph~ band has
lately received considerable accession ancl it is feared many other reservation Indians
will join him. I would suggest that 200-Washington Territory or Oregon troops be
called for immediately to prevent this and the damage that may follow during absence of troops, until they can be replaced hy regular troops.
"SULLY."
Colonel Sully, who sends this dispatch, is an old officer of much service in Indian
warfare and in the Department of the Columbia, and I do not feel at liberty to disregard his appeal. In some way unaccountable to me the Second Infantry ordereu here a,
week ago has not yet started. I send to-morrow every man I have been able to
scrape together this side of Arizona, and altogether the four skeleton companies tlo
nut amount to a hundred men. Under these circumstances I approve the suggestion
to call out for a limited time 200 volunteers from Oregon and Washington Territory.
McDoWELL,
Major- General.
(First Indorsement.l

WAR DEPARTMENT, ADJUTANT-GENERAL's OFFICE,
Washington, JuZ,y 13, 1877.
Respectfully returned to the Secretary of War, inviting attention to the copy of
a telegram herewit,h inclosed, based on verbal instructions to the undersigned from
the President, after consideration of the subject in Cabinet.
A copy of the telegram to General McDowell has been submitted to the President
for his information.
THOMAS M. VINCENT,
Assistant Adjz£tant-General.

LTelegram. J

WAR DEPARTMENT, ADJUTANT-GENEHAL1S 01!'FICE,
Washington, D. C., July 13, 1877.
Major-General McDOWELL,
San Frandsco:
Your telegram of yesterday to the Secretary of War, approving suggestion to call
200 volunteers for a limited time, has been received.
You are authorized by the President to make requisition on the governor of Oregon
or the governor of Washington Territory for 200 volunteers; and tho President rests
~tin your discretion to extend the number to f>OO if you deem it necessary. Specify
m your requisition the period of service, adding, "unless sooner discharged."
The organization of companies must conform to the legal organization of the regular Army, and the muster-in must be governed by the mustering regulations.
Detail careful and discreet officers to make the musters. The President desires that
great care be exercised, so as to apply all necessary checks looking to the protection
of the public interest.
Please acknowledge receipt.
THOMAS M. Vr~WENT,
..tlssistcmt .ddjutant-General.
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(Telegram.]

wAR DEPARTMENT, ADJUTANT GENERAL'S OFFICE,

Washington, July 13, 1887.
Major General McDowELL,

San Francisco :
Referring to portion of your telegram to the Secretary of War of 12th, that ''in
some way unaccountable to me (you) the Second Infantry, ordered here a week ago,
has not yet started," please see my telegram of 11th, stating that delay was due to
difficulty in arranging transportation from Atlanta to Saint Louis.
We expect full information as to the difficulty, and you will be informed.
VINCENT,

Assistant Adjutant-General.
WAR DEPARTMENT,
~3, 1877.
SIR: I have the honor to transmit he1·ewith, for the information of the President,
copy of dispatch just received. The Department has always objected to the employment of volunteers, unless the necessity was of an immediate character and the danger imminent.
I also inclose copy of dispatch to General McDowell, dated yesterday, informing
him of the situation of the Second Infantry and their progress to the West.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
H. T. CROSBY,

Washington City, July

Chief Clm·k, fm· the Secretary of War in his absence.
Col. W. K. ROGERS,

Executive Mansion.
P. S.-The Secretary of War is now at Keokuk, Iowa.

HEADQUARTERS OF THE ARMY,
ADJUTANT-GENERAL'S OFFICE,
Washington, July 13, 1877.
The COMMANDING GENERAL,

Military Division Atlantic, New Ym·k, N. Y. :
SIR: I have the honor of inclosing a copy of a telegram of this date to Major-General McDowell, commanding Military Division of the Pacific, relating to delay in
movement of the Second Infantry, and to request, for the information of the Secretary
of War and the General ofthe Army, that t.he facts connected with the difficulty in
arranging for the transportation may be communicated at your convenience.
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
THOMAS M. VINCENT,

.Assistant Adjutant- Geneml.
[Telegram.]

SAN FRANCISCO, CAL., {uly 13,1877.
ADJUTANT-GENERAL,

Washington, D. C. :
Your telegram conveymg authority of the President to call on governor for volunteers received.
McDoWELL,

Major- General.
LTelegram.]

HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE PACIFIC
AND DEPARTMENT OF CALIFORNIA,
San Fmncisco, Cal., Jnly 14, 1877.
ADJUTANT-GENERAL OF TTIE ARMY.

Washington, iJ. C. :

I hasten to send, for the information of the Secretary and President, the following
important telegram from my aid-de-camp, whom I bad sent to General Howard:
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FIELD, NEAR MOUTH OF COTTONWOOD CREEK,
7 p.m. July 12 (via Walla Walla, July 14).
Geooral McDoWELL,
San Fmnoisco :
Have been with General Howard in the battle of to-day, which he reports in detail. I consider this a most important success. Joseph is in full flight westward.
Nothing can surpass the vigor of General Howard's movement and action.
KEELER,
Aide-de-Camp.
My aid is an officer of experience in actual service and his judgment is entitled to
consideration. I am therefore infinitely relieved and rejoiced to hear of his report of
Howard's success, which comes most opportunely.
As the reservation Indians had been supposed wavering, if not disposed to join the
hostiles, because of "Joseph's" first success, I think his defeat will tend to cause
them to remain peaceful, and may make it unnecessary for me to act under the President's authority to call out volunteers for temporary service. I will at least defer
action till I get Howard's report.
McDowELL,
Major-General.
[Telegram.]

HEADQUARTERS OF THE ARMY,
Washington, July 14, 1877.
Major-General McDoWELL,
San F1·ancisoo :
Your valuable telegram relating to the success of General Howard received and
duly submitted to the Secretary and President.
VINCENT,
Assistant Adjutant-General.
Field circular]

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE COLUMBIA,
In thejield, Camp Macbeth, July 14, 1877.
The cavalry column and the Mount Idaho volunteers will be ready to move tomorrow, Sunday, July 15, at 4 a.m., under the personal command of the commanding general.

•

*

~

*

*

*

By command of Brigadier-General Howard.
EDWIN C. MASON,
Major Twenty-first Infantry, Acting Assistant Adjutant-General.

OFFICE ASSISTANT QUARTERMASTER,
Boise City, Idaho, July 18, 1877.
SIR: Referring to your letter of 28th ultimo, to commanding officer Department
of the Columbia, concerning claims of citizens of Oregon and Idaho for services rendered in connection with present Indian hostilities or for damages sustained by acts
ofthe Indians, copy of which was furnished me, I have the honor to report that I
have made inquiries in accordance with instruction~ contained therein, and find that
no damages have been sustained by any persons in this section of the country, the
Indians, so far as known, having committed no depredations this side of Salmon
River.
In a conversation with Governor Brayman he informed me that, although he had
commissioned ten companies Qf volunteers, he had authorized only one company (A,
Idaho Volunteers) to take the field. He understood that other companies of Idaho
volunteers were in the field under General Howard, in the vicinity of Lewiston, but
they were not there by his order, and had gone, so far as he knew, upon their own
responsibility.
I inclose a copy of the muster-roll of Company A, Idaho Volunteers, above referred
to, showing the number of men who were in active service, the period for which they
served, expenses incurred, etc,
Very respectfully, your oue<.1ient servant,
GEO. W. BRADLEY,
.
Captain and Assistant Quartermaster.
The ASSISTANT ADJUTANT·GENERAL,
Heaitquarters Military Division of the Pacific,
and Department of 'Jalijornia, San Fmncisco, Cal.
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BOISE CITY, IDAHO, July

ToM. BRAYMAN,
Got•cnwr and Comrnandfw-in-Chief Idaho Volunteers:
I herewith submit my report for Company A, Idaho Volunteers:

No.

1

7, 1877.

No. of
days in
sei-vice.

Rank and name.

Capt.O.Robbins............................................................

No. of
houses.

18

: : : : : : : : : : : : : : :;:;: i
f ii~~~!frt2~A;m:iil:: )::~m~~~~m:ll:l:l:::~::jj:iq~-::: !l
f ~~~l~~~;~if~~:~ ~: :~:: ::::~:

9
10

g
13

Private.Isaac B. Cleek........................................ ....... ... ....
Private Owen Thompson....................................................

~~~~:~: ~~~~l~sa~~l~~~:::::::::::::: :::::::::::::::::::::::: ·:::::::::::::::

18

18

}g

14
15

Private Harry RusselL ...................................................·...
Private E. A. Hollister. . . .. . . . .. .. .. .. .. . .. . . .. .. .. . . .. .. .. .. .. . .. .. .. . .. .. ..
Private A . .rewell............................................................

18

18

Private August Smith......................................................

18

22
23

Private Charles Green . . . .. . . . .. .. .. .. .. .. .. . .. . .. .. .. . . .. . . .. .. . • .. . .. . . . ..

29

Private J. M. Munden.................................. . ....................

32
33
34
35

Private E. W. Beemer......................................................
Private G. W. Gess ................................ .. :......... ........ ......
Private C. .r. Small .. .. .. . . .. .. .. . .. . . .. . .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. . .. . . . . . .. .. . .. .
Private .To. Rill.............................................................

38
39
40
41

Private Nelson Walling.....................................................
18
Private L. S. Owens.........................................................
18
Private .r. H . Porttock...... .... .. ...... ........... ... .... .. . .... .. ...... ....
15
Private William Hammersley..............................................
15
.To. Perault .......................................................... - · ..... · ..... · · - ·
.TobnLemp ......................................................................... ..
seph Missel<l ...................................................................... .
.r. D. Agnew ......................................................................... ..

~~ ~~~~:~: "!1: r~~~b~.-.-.-.-.-.-.-

.-.-:.- .-.-.-.-::::::::::.-.- .-.-.- .-.-.-:.- _._._. .-:.-.- .- .-.-.- .- .- .-: _._. _._.: .- .-:

: :·:·: : : : ::::::::::::::::::::::::: : : ·

~~ ~n;:~::.
:~~~:~?~!-:::::·:·
:::::~
Private B. Frere . . .. . .. . .. .. .. . . .. .. .. . • . • . . .. . .. . .. .. .. . . .. .. .. .. .. .. .. . .. .

~ m~~~ ftl~~:H~H:~~~i~i~H~i~~~iii~~iiiiHiiii ii:i:im:

:~ ~;::: ~h~~:s ~~YJ:Itit' :::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: :.': ::::::::::

~~ ~~~;:~: ~~r::l.ailfls~;~;; :::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::

1
1
1
1
1

.... -.. - .
~

-

18

18

~~

ti

18
18

li

1

18

~~

18
18

18
18

}~

1
1
2
1
1
1

1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1

Expenses on trip.
Capt. 0. Robbins, from Indian Valley to Boise ................................................... $25. 00
Second Lieut. .Tobn S. Gray, horseshoeing .... ...... ............ ...... ...... ............. ....... 5. 00
Third Sergt. Elias Downs, flour, ferriage, and horseshoeing . . . . . . .. .. . . . . . . . . .. . . .. . . . . . . ... . . . 6. 110
ORLANDO ROBBINS,

Captain Company A, Idaho Volunteet·s.
OFFICE ASSISTANT QUARTERMASTER,

Boise City Idaho, July 18, 1877.
A true copy.
G. W. BRADLEY,
Captain and Assistant Qum·termastm-.
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Camp Alfred Sully, Ind. T.

HEADQUARTERS DEPT. OF THE COLUMBIA,

July 23, 1877.
1. The hostile Indians, according to the latest information, having retreated via
the Lolo trail towards Montana, leaving but a few families supposably concealed in
the rocky fastnesses of the Snake and Salmon Rivers country, it is directedThat two columns and a reserve silltll operate as follows:
A. The right column, personally commanded by the department commander, consisting of the battalion of artillery under command of Capt. Marcus P. Miller, Fourth
Artillery; the battalion of infantry commanded by C:1pt. Evan Miles, Twenty-first
Infantry, and a battalion of four companies of cavalry under command of Maj. George
B. Sanford, First Cavalry, will immediately, upon the arrival of Major Green's force
from Boise, enter upon direct pursuit of the Indians over the Lolo trail. Objective
point, Missoula City, Mont.
B. The left column, commanded by Col. }'rank Wheaton, Second Infantry, consisting of his force of icfantry, increased by a battalion of cavalry to be commanded
by Colonel Cuvier Grover, First Cavalry, and composed as follows, viz:
Companies F (Perry's) and H (Trimble's) First Cavalry, and two companies (two
hundred) of Washington Territory mounted volunteers, will proceed northward by
way of Hangman's Creek and Coeur d'Alene Mission. Objective point, Missoula City,
Mont.
The design of this column will be(1) A co-operation with the right column; frequent communications to be kept up
by means of reliable couriers via the reserve column near Mount Idaho.
(2) By overawing malcontent Indians or occupying their attention to prevent any
re-enforcements of the hostile Indians, and should the latter attempt to return through
the Coeur d' Alene country to engage them.
(3) To quiet the fears and apprehensions of the sett.lers, that they may return to
their peaceful pursuits.
( 4) A cordial co-operation with the officials of the Interior Department in their endeavor to settle disputes and controversies between so-called friendly Indians and
settlers.
Colonel Wheaton will as soon as practicable furnish the commanding officer of Fort
Lapwai, Ind. T., with a small detachment of ten or fifteen men, and will leave a guard
at Lewiston sufficient to protect the main depot.
Finally, recent indications of a concentration of fugitive hostile Indians on the
Lolo trail having altered the department commander's original intention of pursuing
this northern route in person, he desires that the commander of the left column exercise the greatest caution in the anticipation and prevention of complications tending to cause an increase of allies, either direct or indirect, to those Indians now actu- ·
ally at war.
C. The reserve column will he commanded by Maj. John Green, First Cavalry, and
will consist of the troops from Boise, excepting the cavalry designated to accompany
the right column, increased by Company L (Whipple's), and Company E (Winter's),
First Cavalry, and a body of Warm Spring Indian scouts. Major Green will locate
his main force at or near Croasdale's farm, Cottonwood Creek, protecting with at
least one company and two pieces of artillery the snbdepot at Kamiah, and maintaining a small outpost at Mount Idaho as a nucleus for the Mount Idaho and Grangeville Volunteers. He will closely watch by means of scouting parties and patrols
the crossings of the south fork of the Clearwater River and Salmon River-e. g.,
"the forks" Kamiah, Dunnwell's .ferry, etc., on the former, an<l White Bird Creek,
Rocky Canon, etc., on the latter. The country between tho Salmon and Snake River
and beyond t-he forks of the south fork of Clearwater River will be thoroughly and
constantly scoured by scouting parties; its most hidden recesses probed by the Warm
Spring Indians, and any scouts, little parties, or hiding families left by the hostile
Indians be captured and brought in. Major Green will forward promptly communications between the operating columns.
11. The right column will move well across the south fork of the Clearwater River
so as to be ready to take its departure from the Wey-ipe Monday the 30th instant.
Colonel Wheaton will endeavor to make the movement of the left column northward
as nearly simultaneous with the movement of the right as possible.
It is desirable that any necessary delay in the left column take place as far northward (near the Coeur d'Alene ~ountry) as possible.
Each column will be supplied with twenty days' small rations, and will take with
it a herd of as many steers as necessary. As a general rule forage will not be carried
but will be obtained en route.
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III. The Lewi8ton depot is designated as the main depot for the army in the field.
The general staff will keep it well furnished with at least three months' supplies in
advance.
By command of Brigadier-Ge!leral Howard.
ROBERT H. FLETCHER,
Fi1·st Lieutenant, Twenty-first Infantry, Acting Aide-de-Camp.

[Telegr;un.]

PORTLAND, OREGON, July 24, 1877.
ADJUTANT GENERAL,
Division Pacific, San Ft·ancisco :
Following just received, Lawyers Canon, Idaho Territory, July 21, via Lewiston
22, and Walla Walla 24-Genera.l McDowell: " Captain Throckmorton reports from
Kamia this morning that Joseph's return stroke was a few hostiles coming back to
gather up horses. The friendly Indians robbed and pursued them beyond the Weipe
on Lolo trail, and declare that they have actually gone to the Buffalo country, with
their families, two days before them. Stampeding reports and Sanford's non-arrival
have caused me some delay. Major Keeler, who encouraged and helped us exceedingly, is on his way to you and will explain the detail of my plans. I hope our troops
in Montana will be able to give Joseph such a blow as to destroy him or turn him
back. All the volunteers who have come to the front have left me and gone home.
Unless regularly organized for a definite time I can not depend on them beyond the
immediate defense of their own homes.
"Major Keeler will explain to you the mistake which occasioned the newspaper accusations against Perry and Whipple. However enemies in the rear may abuse me,
it is plain to the commonest observer that no false move has been made, and that a
month's energetic campaigning has put things in thisquarterintogoodcondition. The
troops now en route from Green and to Lewiston will, in my judgment, be sufficient
to give quh~t to this department. Should Joseph return he does it now at a great
disadvantage; his real force appears to be already 1·educed at least one-half. We
can positively account for seventy-five disposed of. Twenty-one warriors, besides
women and children, reached La~wai yesterday as prisoners. A commission ordered,
but impracticable to complete tr~al.now.
''HOWARD,
" Commanding."
SLADEN,
Aide.
HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE PACIFIC
AND DEPARTMENT OF CALIFORNIA,
San Francisco, Cal., August 3, 1877.
GENERAL: The division commander directs me to say that as you had, up to July
26, regarded your force, present and assembling, sufficient to contend with the hostile
Indians in your department and had so reported, he thinks your acceptance of two
hundred Washington Territory volunteers unnecessary.
So far as be can judge the need for such troops passed away with your defeat of
Joseph's band on the 11th and 12th of July. He can not, therefore, approve of your
action in this respect.
You do not report for what period you have accepted these mounted volunteers.
Having accepted them he directs you muster them out of service at the earliest mo·
ment the immediate operations for which you wish them shall terminate.
Very respectfully, your obedient sen·ant,
J. C. KELTON,
Lieutenant-Colonel, Assistant Adjutant-General.
Brig. Gen. 0. 0. HOWARD,
. Commanding Department of the Coluntbia (care depot quartermaster, Lewiston, Idaho).

HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE PACIFIC
AND DEPARTMENT OF CALIFOR.NIA 1
San Francisco, Cal., August 4, 1877.
The ADJUTANT-GENERAL, U.S.A.,
Washington, D. C.:
SIR: Under the President's authority to call for and accept volunteers from Oregon
and 'Vasbington Territory, I had not thought it neces&ary to act, and so reported by
telegraph July 14 ultimo.
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A telegram from~General Howard, dated July 24, informs me that he has accepted
200 volunteers from Washington Territory to accompany Colonel Wheaton's command,
which was to have taken a northern route to Missoula, Mont., through the Coeur
d'Alene country. From the assurance of General Howard (telegraph July 21) "that
the troops now en route would be sufficient," and for the reason given in my letter to
him (copy Inclosed), I have not only not approved of his action in accepting these
volunteers, but have asked him to muster them out so soon as the operations for
which they were intended terminate.
Copies of all communications referred to are herewith inclosed.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
IRVIN McDOWELL,
Major-General, Com1nanding Division and Department.
[First indorsement.]

ADJUTANT-GENERAL'S OFFICE,
Washington, August 16, 1t!77.
This will cause another heavy claim against the Government, for which an appropriation will be necessary by Congress. Keep till question comes up.
E. D. TOWNSEND.

[Telegram.]

PORTLAND, OREGON, Jnly 26, 1877.
The ADJUTANT-GENERAL,
Division of the Pacific, San Fmncisco :
Following just received:
"HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE COI.UMBIA,
" Camp Fred. at Soule, Camas Prairie, July 24.-9 p. m.
" I have signified acceptance of 200 volunteers from governor of Washington Territory. Think I should have General McDowell's approval. They will rendezvoue
at Colfax and accompany Second Infantry.
"HOWARD,
"Brigadier-General Comntanding."
SLADEN,
Aid.

ANNUAL REPORT.
HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE COLUMBIA,
In the Field, Camp Ebstein, Henry Lake, Idaho, August 27, 1877.
CoLONEL: ~,or the information of General McDowell, and to enable him to mention
our operations in his annual report, I will furnish such brief account as I can during
an active campaign.

*

*

The 25th (June) I moved my command by two routes to Johnson's ranch, some 4
miles from the head of White-Bird Canon. The 26th, with my whole force, I made a
reconnaissance into the canon and beyond Captain Perry's battle-field. Captain
Page, with some twenty volunteers from Walla Walla that had joined me at Lapwai,
moved along the crest of the mountain ridge on the right of White-Bird Canon, till
he came in sight of the country beyond the Salmon. He discovered and reported the
enemy in force. After burying our dead, found on the battle-field and in the ravine
leading to the rear, we returned to camp.
*
*
*
*
*
1f
*
The 4th (July) we reach the vicinity of Rocky Canon. * * * I sent Hunter's
and McConville's volunteers immediately by the way of Rocky Canon to re-enforce
Whipple's (now Perry's) command. The latter having reached Cottonwood one day
later than expected, Captain Whipple had made a prompt and gallant movement
toward Lapwai, succeeding in bringing in the supplies with Perry's escort in safety,
though surrounded by three hundred Indians. It was the next day after the arrival
of Captain Perry that seventeen citizens (volunteers), having started of their own
accord from Mount Idaho to re-enforce the cavalry, were g,ttacked by the Indians en

S.Ex.82-2
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route, losing tbcir captain and several ruen killed and wounded, not far from Norton's.
'fhe evening of the 8th my head of column had reached Grangeville. Here McConville, who after a visit to Norton's had escorted the wounded volunteers to Mount
Idaho, had reorganized by forming a battalion consisting of his own, Hunter's, and
the Mount Idaho companies. He had proposed to me in writing to make a reconnoissance in force toward Kamiah and now made report. He said : " We occupy a strong
position 6 miles from Kamiah on a hill where we can see the enemy near the Clearwater, 3 or 4 miles furth0r from Kamiah." I resolved upon this information to take
Whipple's route to Looking-glass Camp via Jackson's Bridge with the hope of taking
the enemy in reverse. About twenty volunteers were sent directly to McConville and
he was urged to hold steadily where he was til1 I could get into position. This he did
till the 11th of July, when the volunteers left their position and went to Mount Idaho.
The 9th of July (the cavalry from Norton's having joined me the evening before)
I proceeded 4 miles beyond Jackson's Bridge, and here waited one day for the infantry
and artillery, a portion of which was still en route from the Salmon.
*
On the 15t.h (August), sending Lieutenant Adams, First Cavalry, ahead to secure
supplies and forward them to the camp, we leave Bannock City, a little to our left, and
march on to Barrett's ranch. A message from Colonel Shoup, of the volunteers, shows
that the Indians have enveloped the temporary fortifications at the Junction, Lemhi
Valley, which cQntains some forty people, and that he himself with some sixty Bannock
volunteers had reconnoitered their camp and found them too strong for him. 'fhe Indian camp was situated west of the Junction, and Colonel Shoup with his men was
near Fort Lemhi. I was urged by everybody I met from Lemhi and Horse Prairie to
go straight to Lemhi, and by Colonel Shoup to take my way by the fort.
*
*
*
*
*
*
On the morning of the 18th (August) I delay my command in camp, hoping to give their
animals rest and grazing till three in the afternoon, but go forwaTd myself to Pleasant
Valley. * * * Here Lieutenant Benson joins, having been sent forward by Colonel Gibbon with instructions to organize the volunteers and head off the lndians before they shall emerfO'e from Medicine Lodge, but as I bad anticipated the movement,
and as a majority o the volunteers had already returned home, he asked to be assigned to duty, and was sent as a lieutenant to Captain Norwood. * * * Captain
Callaway's volunteers came up and camped about 100 yards from me across a creek.
They were between two streams of water whose banks were fringed by thickets of
willows.
Very respectfully, your ohedient servant,
(F. 0. HOWARD,
Brigadier-General, U. S. A1·my, Commanding Department of the Columbia.
Col. J. C. KELTON,
ABBistant Adjutant-General,
Militat·y Division of the Pacific, San Fmncisco, Cal.

[Extracts from appendix to annual report of Major-General McDowell, 1876-'77.]

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE COLUMBIA,
Carnp Randall, Grangeville, Idaho, July 9, 1877.
GENERAL: * * * At 5 this morning Captain McConville, commanding eighty
volunteers, who, with my sanction, made 'a reconnaissance yesterday towards Kamia,
reports that be has come upon the Indians in force, and asks me to come to his relief immediately. I am gathering np what wagons I can to push forward the infantry, wearied with forced marching, so as to gain, if possible, a day on this active foe.
Yours, respectfully,

0. 0. HOWARD,
Brigadier- Geneml, Cornrnanding.
Gen. ALFRED SULLY,
Lewiston, Idaho.
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tTelegram.]

SAN PRANCISCO, CAL., Jnlyll, 1877~
W ASIIINGTON TERRITORY,
Olympia, Wa11h.:
Under instructions from the War Department, upon your requisition, as providetL
by joint resolution of July 3, 1876, and March 3, 1877, sent to the ordnance office a
Vancouver, the amount of arms and ammunition due on the Territory's quota, under
the law of 180f;, will be issued to you.
McDoWELL,
Major- Genm•al.

The GOVERNOR

OF

[Telegram.]

PORTLAND, OREGON, Jttly 18: 1877.
ADJUTANT-GENERAL,
Division Pacific, San Francisco :
Pollowing despatch just received, dated Camp Macbeth, Kn.mia, Ind. T., July 15:
ASSISTANT ADJUTANT-GENERAL,
Department Columbia, Pm·tland, 01·egon :
Captain Sladen !orwards th~ following t~ headqnart~rs military*division: *
The volunteers at the front have been brave and resolute, but they have not excelled the officers of the Army, who have been tireless since the 20th ultimo

*

*

*

*

*

*

¥

0. W. HoWARD.
SLADEN,
.Aid-de- Camp.

[Telegram.l

LEWISTON, IDAHO, July 18
(via Walla Walla, July 20), 1877.
General McDOWELL,
San Francisco, Cal.:
*
..
I see by the dispatches that you are about to raise 200 volunteers. This war being
substantially over, the regulars at band and coming will be ample for any probable
emergency. General Sully, who telegraphed you the 11th upon the subject ofvolunteers, wishes me to say that he concurs in this view. Volunteers of the character
and status of those operating with General Howard would be worse than useless. If
you had been here during these operations I am sure you would discourage the use of
volunteers in any possible emergency.
"
"
.,.
*
KEELER,
.Aid-de-Cantp.
[Telegram.]

PORTLAND, OREGON, July 24, 1877.
ADJUTANT-GENERAL,
Division Pacific, San Fmncisco :
The following just received:

LAWYER'S CANON, IDAHO, Ju.ly 21, 1877.
Sladen sends the following to Division Headquarters:
All dispatches or copies to 17th instant appear to have been received. Expect
Sanford's arrival the 25th. Command then organized as follows: For direct pursuit
and fighting, myself with Green and Sanford for cavalry, MiHer for artillery, and
Miles for infantry. Second column for co-operation via Spokane country, Wheaton
with infantt·y, and Grover with Perry and Trimble's Cavalry and 200 mounted volunteers.

*

*

*

HOWARD.
SLADEN, .Aid.
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[Telegram.]

DEER LODGE, MONT., Jnly 27, 1877.
'fo General McDOWELL,
San Ji'rancisco :
*
*
*
*
*
Captain Rawn has 110 regulars and volunteers and is intrenching in Lolo Canon ;
has just sent for help and is going to fight them. Governor Potts reached Missoula
last night, and courier is just in for men, guns, and cartridg-es, which are being forwarded rapidly; supply very limited. Company organizing here to leave immediately.
JAMES F. MILLS,
Secretary.
fTelegram.)

HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE PACIFIC
•
AND DEPARTMENT OF CALIFORNIA,
San Francisco, Cal., July 28, 1877.
General HOWARD,
Lewiston, Idaho, via Walla Walla, Wash. T.:
The following just received, dated Deer Lodge, Mont., July 28, 1877, 6.30 p.m.:
" General McDoWELL,
" San Francisco, Cal. :

*
*
*
"Missoula County has 250 armed men; over 200 will be there from this county to·
morrow. Volunteers are po~ring to the front as fast as horses can go.

•

*

*

*

" JAMES H. MILLS,
"Secretary.''

*

*

*

By command of Major-General McDowell :
KEELER,
Aid-de-Camp.

HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE P A.,
AND DEPARTMENT OF CALIFORNIA,
San Jilrancisco, Cal., July 30, 1877.
Major-General McDOWELL:
General:

*

Respectfully,

*

*

*

•

•

•

B. B. KEELER,
Captain, Eighteenth Injant1·y, Aid-de-Camp.

P. S.-General Howard had with him on the 12th, 13th, 14th, 15th, and loth, the
days I was with him, five companies First Cavalry, five companies Fourth Artillery
five companies Twenty-first Infantry, and one company of volunteers-400 men.
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
B. B. KEELER,
Aid-de-Camp.
[Telegram.]

HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE
PACIFIC, AND DEPARTMENT OF CALIFORNIA,
San F1·ancisco, Cal., August 21, 1877.
SIR: Your special field order No. 33, of July 21, 1877, has just been received,
and in reference thereto, I am directed by the division commander to say to yon as
follows: That, under the form of employes by the Quartermaster's Department, you
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have actualJy organized a company "for the war" of volunteers, with an organization and a pay not known td' the laws.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
J. C. KELTON,

Lieutenant-Colonel, Assistant Adjutant-General.
The COMMANDING OFFICER,

Department of the Columbia.

HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE PACIFIC
A..'lliD DEPARTMENT OF CALIFORNIA,
San Francisco, Cal., Apt·il11', 1878.
SIR: It is observed a bill has been introduced in Congress authorizing the appointment of a commission to ascertain the losses sustained by the people of Idaho and
Montana in consequence of the outbreak of the Nez Perce Indians.
By directions from these headquarters, dated June 28, 1877, two officers of the Department of the Columbia were detailed to ascertain the losses in property to the
people of Idaho arising from acts of the Indians and of the military.
The reports of these officers are herewith forwarded to the War Department.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
IRVIN McDOWELL,

Major-General, Commanding Dit•ision and Depart'rnent.
The ADJUTANT-GENERAL, U. S. A.,

Washington, D. C.

HEADQUARTERS OF THE ARMY,
Washington, lfay 3, 1878.
Respectfully submitted to the Secretary of War.
E. D. TOWNSEND,

Adjutant- General.
WAR DEPARTMENT,

Washington City, May 9, 1878.
SIR: Referring to House bill 2904, introduced by you, to provide for ascertaining
and reporting the expenses incurred by the Territory of Idaho and the people thereof
in defending themselves from attacks and hostilities of the Nez Perce Indians in the
year 1B77, I have respectfully to inform you the report of the officers detailed by direction of General McDowell to ascertain the losses in property to the people ot Idaho
in consequence of the outbreak of the Nez Perces has just been received at the Department. I would b~ pleased to have you call and examine the papers before transmitting them to Congress.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
GEo. W. McCREARY,

Secretary of War.
Hon. S. S. FENN,

House of Representatives.
HEADQUARTERS, DEPARTMENT OF THE COLUMBIA,
Portland, Oregon, August 27, 1877.
SIR: I have t.he honor to submit the following report, in compliance with Special
Orders No. 97, Headquarters, Department of the Columbia, Portland, Oregon, July 28,
1877, and memorandum orders, dated Lewiston, Idaho: July 28, 1877, based upon letter
of instructions from Headquarters, Military Division of the Pacific:

..

In accordance with confidential instructions from division headquarters, I obtained
copies of the rolls of volunteer companies at Mt. Idaho and Grangeville, Idaho, and
herewith furnish copies of same. These companies were organized by order of the
governor of Idaho Territory, and served a short time c.nly, most of the men having
returned to their usual occupations on August 7, the date of my arrival at Mt. Idaho .

•

*

*

..

*

•

*

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JAMES P. CANBY,
The ASSISTANT ADJUTANT-GENERAL,

Majm· and Paymaster, U. S. Army.

Department of the Coluntbia, Portland, Oreqon.
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GRANGEVILLE, IDAIIO, June 151 1"77.
We, the undersigned, citizens of the United States, residing at Grangeville, Idaho,
and vicinity, do hereby individually and collectively ~gree to enroll ourselves as a
body or company of volunteers under the direction and command of his excellency,
M. Brayman, governor of Idaho Territory, and in conformity with his proclamation
for that purpose.
30. JamesL. Crooks.
16. W. C. Pearson.
1. A. H. Gordon.
31. M. P. Crooks.
2. C. P. Clingan.
17. W. H. Sebastian.
32. James Spence.
3. A. Shumway.
18. I. Brown.
19. I. B. Crooks.
23. Robert 'Vilmot.
4. J. T. Silverwood.
34. John Flynn.
20. W. B. Bloomer.
5. John Johnson.
35. Patrick Cartin.
21. J. J. Remington.
6. F. M. Hughes.
22. Charles Bentz.
36. Frank Weichel.
7. C.M. Redman.
23. James W. Crooks.
37. E. W. Robie.
8. S. Weaver.
24. Samuel Harty.
38. John Healy.
9. W. S. M. Williams.
26. S. W. Reynolds.
39. John Weaver.
10. James Fleune.
40. C. H. Robinson.
26. Charles Crooks.
11. I. M. Crooks.
27. E. S. Remington.
41. C. H. Brown.
12. John Fields.
42. Albert Benching.
28. John Byram.
1:3. J. H. Ranch.
2!). D. C. Crooks.
43. John Mitchell.
11. G. "\V. Hashagen.
15. V. D. Remington.
I hereby certify the foregoing to be a correct list of the officers and men duly enlisted and entered into service as the" Grangeville Volunteers," of which company I
am captain.

w.

B, BLOOMER,

Captain Grangeville Volunteers.
GRANGEVILLE, IDAHO, June 15, 1887.
The following officers were unanimously elected at a meeting of the company held
June 15, 187;-.
W. B. Bloomer, captain; W. S. Williams, first lieutenant; C. P. Clingan, orderly
sergeant.
MOUNT IDAHO, IDAHO, August, 1877.
I certify that this is a true copy of the original roll of officers and volunteers enrolled at Grangeville, Idaho, June 15, 1877.
JAMES P. CANBY,
Major and paymaster, U. S. Army.,

Roll of officers, non-com'missioned officers, and privates, enrolled at Mmmt Idaho, Idaho,
June 15, 1877.
OF:UICERS.

Capt. D. B. Randall.
First Lieut. J as. Cearley.
SecondLieut. L. P.Wilmot.
Sergeant John McPherson.
SergeantJ. W. Rainey.
Sergeant F. Oliver.
Sergeant J. W. Eastman.
Corporal Robert Nu~ent.
Corporal George Sm1th.
Corporal John Bower.
Corporal M. S. Martin.
Corporal K. W. White.
Corporal George Riggins.
Corporal Jno. Auchinvole.
PRIVATES.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Aram,J.T.
Aram, John.
Adkinson, John K.
Adkinson, P. D.
Hemelspak, Jos.
Barber, J~O.

7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24.
25.
26.
27.
28.
2!.1.
30.
31.

Brown, R. C.
Beamer, W. B.
Bocher, L.
Bartley,A.D.
Bunker, T. J.
Buchanan, James.
Clark, W.
Crea, John.
Crea, Thomas.
Chapman, J.
Croasdale, H. E.
Dalles, Green.
Day, C. M.
Erskin, C. H.
Eastman, J. W.
Eaton, C. T.
Flynn, Charles.
Faxon, H. A.
Grottle, William.
Hall, George.
Hanison, Joseph.
Harris, J. C.
Hansen, John.
IIowser, D. H.
Jarrett, M. V.

32. Jerome, M. E.
33. King, Peter.
34. King, F. B.
35. Leland, A. B.
36. Morris, B. F.
37. McPhersons, Daniel.
38. Overman, C.
39. Ott, Larry.
40. Ousterholt, D.
41. Peasley, Jos.
42. Plummer, A. F.
43. Poe, J. W.
44. Riggins, John.
45. Rice, F. M.
46. Rice, M. H.
47. Rice, C. L.
48. Rice, James.
49. Rice, J. N.
50. Rowton, J. G.
51. Swarts, J. A.
52. Shissler, T.
53. Swarts, T. D.
54. St. Clair, T. M.
55. Smith, Marion.
56. Snodgrass, J. M.
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Roll of officers, non-commissioned officers, and privates, etc.-Continued.

57.
58.
59.
60.
61.
62.
63.
64.
65.
6{).

67.
68.
69.
70.
71.
72.
73.
74.
75.
76.
77.
78.
79.
80.

Sears, George.
Tellis, Vince.
Truscott,· M. H.
Vansise, Frank.
Wilmot, B. R.
West, Wesley.
'~atson, J. A..
Wall, T,
Miller, J. A.
Shearer, George M.
Girton, T. W.
Woodward, George.
Smith, Ernest.
Kennedy, Hugh.
Price, P.
Mallick, P.
Penny, B.
Ready, P. H.
Tilcher, D. H.
Noyse,F.
Gano, T.
Markham, N.
Watkins, E.
Crea, James.

81. Harris, A. A.
82. Adkinson, Elijah.
83. Ward, T. L.
84. Fenn, S. S.
85. Brown, L. P.
86. Brown, Sidney B.
87. Mitchell, William.
88. Fenn, Walter B.
89. Falkington, A.
90. Johnson, H. C.
91. Ragan, James.
92. Woods, C. B.
93. Sherwin, E. K,
94. Sherwin, Elbert.
95. Sherwin, Perry.
96. Johnson, Charles.
97. Oale, James.
98. Dormein, J. M.
99. Fountainl Clyde.
100. Surridge,· Thomas.
101. Petersen, John.
102. Shipley, Elias.
103. Gaddy, William.

104.
105.
106.
107.
108.
109.
110.
111.
112.
113.
114.
115.
116.
117.
118.
119.
120.
121.
122.
123.
124.
125.
126.

Sears, C. W.
Van Buren, Henry.
Richards, Joseph.
Myers, Henry.
Gould, Norman.
Helmer, Phillip.
Cone, H. W.
Gibbons, John.
Orcutt, Isaac.
Getter, J. H.
Mallory, N. B.
Cone, Charles F.
Cone, C. P.
Van Sicle, A.
Large, Samuel.
Kelley, J"ohn S.
Carey, James.
'Vood, John.
Howard, M. B.
Treiblecock, William
Ramsey, John.
Stuart, John.
Smith, Abner.

P1·operty and value.
Capt. D. B. Randall (one horse).............................................. $150
Sergt. John McPherson (horse, $150; Henry rifle, $50) ...•....••.••.. , • . . • • • • .
200
Sergt. J. W. Rainey (horse, bridle, and pistol)................................
150
100
Corporal M.S. Martin (horse, musket, and pistol)............................
Corporal K. W. White (horse and pistol) ................................... ..
H. A. Faxon (horse, pistol, and carbine) .................................... .
B. F. Mords (2 horses, $400 ; and H~nry rifle, $50) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . •
450
J. W. Poe (horse, $100; and pistol, $25)...... .. .. .. •• ... . .. . . . .. . ... . .. .. .... 125
George Sears (horse, $200 ; and Henry rifle, $50) ............................ _ 250
E. Watkins (Springfield rifle) .............................. ~ ................ .
Elijah Adkinson (horse).....................................................
100
T. L. Ward (horse) ..• -........................................................ 200
L. P. Brown (horse).........................................................
200
200
Sidney B. Brown (horse, $150 ; and Henry rifle, $50) . . • • . . . . . • • • . • • . • • . • . . . . . .
MOUNT IDAHO, IDAHO, A~tgust 81 1877.
I certify that this is a true copy of the original roll of officers and volunteers enrolled at.Mount Idaho, Idaho, June 15, 1877.
JAMES P. CANBY,
Major and Paymaster, U. S. Army.
HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT oF THE CoLUMBIA,
AssiSTANT ADJUTANT-GENERAL's OFFICE,
Fort Vancotwer! Wash., Dece1nber 10, 1878.
SIR: I have the honor to report that in fact no volunteers were called into service
in my department during the Nez Perce campaign of 1877, nor the Bannock campaign of 1878, i. e., none by any officer or a~ent of the United States, excepting thili,
that in one instance I published an order vutually accepting 200volunteers, but this
order was promptly countermanded by the division commander, and the force was in
reality never organized. It was simply tendered by the governor of Washington
Territory.
But on the contrary there were several companies or parts of a company that came
into the :field and asked the privilege of doing duty in connection with or in the
neighborhood of the United States troops.
NEZ PERCE CAMPAIGN.
(1) Page's Volunteers, about twenty-five meu organized in Walla Walla, Wash.,
under Capt. T. C. Page, completely mounted and equipped, and joined me at Lapwai,

.
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Idaho, June 21, 1877, and were relieved at White Bird Canon, Idaho, July 29, 1877,
and returned to Walla Walla.
They were engaged in an Indian skirmish J nne 28th. (See inclosed letter marked A.)
NOTE.--Inclosure marked A is a letter dated June 29, 1877, addressed toT. C. Page,
signed by General Howard, expressing thanks to t.he members of the company "for
their most cheerful, confidant, and brave conduct during our advance." The cavalry officers ''speak in the highest terms of yourself aml your company, the Walla
Walla Volunteers."
(2) Hunter's Volunteers, about forty-two men from Dayton, Wash., joined me,
mounted. and equipped, about June 21, 1877, and left the fiQld July 13 or 14, 1877.
This company did duty with Captain 'Vhipple's command in skirmish with LookingGlass's Indians, June 30, 1877, and were sent July 4 to re-enforce Captain Perry at
Cotton wood. They kept diminishing from their first entry, gradually going away or
taking employment in the quartermaster's department, so that by July 13, 1"8i7, mentioned above, there were but few left. (See mders inclosed marked Band C.)
. NoTE.-Inclosures marked B is paragraph 2, Special Field Orders No. 23, dated
Headquarters, Department of Columbia, otc., July 4, 1877; marked Cis paragraph 4,
Special .Field Orders No. 23, dated Headquarters, Department of Columbia, etc.,
July 4, 1877.
(3) Mcconville's Volunteers, from Lewiston, Idaho, reported to me for duty June
30, 1877, at White Bird Canon, Idaho, twenty men mounted and equipped. The
company went with Hunter, July 4, to relief of Captain Perry, and was engaged
in subsequent operations until July 30, 1877, when he left me. They may have been
longer in service, but not with me. (See orders inclosed marked D and E.)
(NOTE.-Inclosures marked D is paragraph 1, Special Fiel<l Orders No. 23, dated
Headquarters, Department of Columbia, etc., July 4, 1877; marked Cis paragraph 3,
Special Field Orders No. 23, dated Headquarters, Dlilpartment of Columbia, etc., July
4, 1877.)
(4) A company was said to have been organized at Bois6 City, Idaho, but it never
came to my command.
( 5) A number of men were reported on paper at Mount Idaho, first organized under
Capt. A. J. Chapman; afterwards Captain Randall was elected captain; but few of
these ever took the field. Ten or twelve did for the battle of White Bird Canon, and
seventeen afterwards under Captain Randall, who was killed in skirmish July 4, 1877.
(6) Small Borne Guard organized at Grangerville, Idaho, Capt. W. B. Bloomer. I
never saw but the captain and one man in the field.
These several organizations, all excepting Page's, met at Mount Idaho at one time,
about the 6th of July, 1877, and by their votes made McConville colonel of the volunteers, and a man named George i;hearer major.
These were all the volunteers who were with or near the troops west of Missoula,
Mont.

*

•

*

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

*

•

0. 0. HoWARD,
Brigadier-General, Commanding Department.
The AssiSTANT ADJUTANT-GENERAL,
Mili.tary DiviBion of the Pacifiq, Presid·io of San Francisco, Cal.
WAR DEPARTMENT,
Washington, City, January 27, 1886.
SIR: The act of January 27, 1882 (22 Stats., p.111-112), authorizes the Secretary
of War to examine and report upon certain claims of the Territ.ory of Idaho for expenses incurred or assumed by said Territory in snnpressing Indian hol!ltilities, and I
have the honor to request that this Department may be advised as to whether the
records of the Territory show payment of the militia companies as follows:
Capt. D. B. Randall's company, enrollad at Mount Idaho, June 1o, 1877; Capt.
Orlando Robbins's Company A, Idaho Volunteers; Capt. W. B. Bloomer's company,
"Grangerville Volunteers"; and Capt. Ed w. McConvill's company, ''Lewiston Volunteers", for services supposed to have been rendered in the summer of 1877, and for arms,
ammunition, and horses lost or used in said service by the men of said companies.
Also, please inform me whether the Territory has, by act of the legislature, assumed
the indebtednlilss for said services and supplies, and how long the men served.
Very respectfully,
WILLIAM C. ENDICOTT,
Secretary of War.
The GOVERNOR OF IDAHO,
•
Boituf City, Idaho.
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\VAR DIU'ARTl\IENT,
Washington City, May(), 1886.
Sm: Referring to the Department's letter to yon of January 16, 1886, concernino·
the claims of Idaho and Washington Territory militia, tor ~>m·vices in the Nez Perc6
and Bannock Indian wars of 1877, I have to inform yon that upon examination of the
rolls of the militia companies on file here it was found that -some of them were not
quite complete as to periods of service of the men.
With a view to make them more definite in that respect communications were
addressed to the governors of the Territories of Idaho and W ashingtou in January
last. The governors were also asked if any measures had been taken by the Territories towards paymen'& of the claims, the act of Congress of June 27, 1882 (22 Stats.,
p. 111, 112), having provided for the settlement of snch of them as have been paid
or assumed by said Territories. No reply to the communications has been received.
Ifit is intended to pay the claims direct from the United States Treasury it is
suggested that the enactment of a law framed as are sections 1 and :3 of the act of
March 3, 1881 (21 Stats., p. 641), would enable this Department to report to Congress
the names of the claimants and the amount due to each, as was done in pages 58-68
of House Executive Document No. 34, Forty-sevent.h Congress, first session.
The total amount required to pay the claims will not probably exceed $20,000.
Very respectfully,
WILLIAM C. ENDICOTT,
Secretary of War.
Hon. JoHN HAILEY,
House of Representatives.
WAR DEPARTMENT,
Washington City; Janna1·y 27, 1886.
SIR: The act of J nne 27, 1882 (22 Stat., pp. 111, 112), authorizes the Secretary of War
to examine and report upon certain claims of the Territory of Washington for expenses incurred or assumed by said Territory in suppressing Indian hostilities, and
I have the honor to request that this Department may be advised as to whether the
records of the Territory show payment of the militia companies, Pataha Rangers,
commanded by Captain John W. Elliott, and Company A, Columbia County Vol-·
unteers, commanded by Captain George Huuter, for services supposed to have been
rendered in the summer of 1877, and for arms, ammunition, and horses lost or used in
said service by the men of said companies.
Also, please inform me whether the Territory has, by act of the legislature, assumed
the indebtedness for said services and supplies, and how long the men served.
Very respectfully,
WILLIAMM C. ENDICOTT,
Secretary of Wa'r.
The GOVERNOR OF WASHINGTON TERRITORY,
Olympia, Wash.

WASHINGTON TERRITORY, EXECUTIVE OFFICE,
Olympia, May 11, 1886.
SIR: I have the honor to acknowledge your letter of January 27, 1886, in which you
ask to be advised as to whet.her the records of the Territory show payment of the
militia companies, Pataha Rangers and Compa.ny A, Columbia County Volunteers,
for services supposed to have been rendered in the summer of lti77, and for arms, ammunition, and horses lost or used in said service by the men of said companies.
You also ask to be informed if the Territory has, by act of tho legistature, assumell
the indebtedness for said services and supplies, awl how long the men served.
In reply I beg to say that I have until now been unable to answer your requests as
fully as I desired to do, owing to the absence of ex-Gov. E. P . .Ferry, who was governor
of the Territory at the time referred to, and who has but recently returned. I have conferred with him in regard to the matter, and he informs me substantially as follows:
He is confident the two companies of militia referred to were never called into the
service of the Territory by either executive or legislative authority, and he is also
confident that he never commissioned the officers of these commands.
He also states that these two compaeies (and perhaps others) organized as independent companies during the summer of 1877, and that they performed some service
in the Indian campaign of that year, but to what extent he is unable to state. He
further states that these companies were accepted by, and performed service under,
orders of General 0. 0. Howard, U. S. Army, then commanding .the Department of
~4e Columbia.
~·Ex. 3--1~
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I do not find any record that these companies were paid by the Territory, and
nothing shows that the Territory bas in any manner assumed indebtedness for their
services.
I inclose herewith copy of a memorial to Congress adopted by the legislative assembly of 1879; also copy of resolution passed by the legislative assembly of 1881.
The records of the Territory do not show that commissions were ever issued to the
sever3tl persons who commanded and officered these volunteer companies referred to
in the resolution of the legislative- a"sembly of 1881.
This is all the information I can now obtain upon the subject.
I am, very respectfully,
WATSON SQUIRE,

Gove'rnor.

Hon.

WILLIAM

C.

ENDICOTT,

Secretary of War, Washington, D. C.

MEMORIAL PRAYING CONGRESS FOR THE RELIEF OF VOLUNTEER SOLDillRS IN THE
NEZ PERCES WAR OF 1877.

To the lwnomble the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America
·i n Congress assembled:
Your memorialists, the legislative assembly ofthe Territory of Washington, respectfully represent, that during the Nez Perceslndian War of 1877 a large nn111ber of citizens of this Territory volunteered their services in aiding the Army of the United
States in the prosesmtion of the war, and their services were accepted by General 0.
0. Howard, U.S. Army, commanding t.he department. The insufficient number of
the regular troops placed at General Howard's disposal rendered this volunteer forco
highly necessary and very efficient in the protection of the homes of our settlers in
eastern Washington, and the pursuit of the savage enemies.
The brave and gallant services of these volun1,eers are gratefully remembered by
our people and the people of Idaho, and have been repeatedly and publicly recognized by General Howard in orders thanking them for prompt response to every call
of duty_~ and the zeal, courage, and devotion manifested by them under the most trying circumstances while serving in his command. These volunteers furnished not
only their services but also their own horses and accouterments to engage in their
perilous undertaking in tne cause of their country, and many of them have lost their
property by the casualties of war, and no compensation whatever bas been paid to
them, nor have their services been in any other manner recognized by the GeHeral
Government.
•
Wherefore your memorialists humbly pray for the enactment of a law providing for
the payment of the services of these volunteers, and for the loss of their private propert.y incurred by them as aforesaid.
And your memorialists as in duty bound will ever pray.
Passed the hous@ of representatives November 13, 1879.
GEORGE

H. STEWARD,

Speaker of the House of Representatives.
Passed the council November 13, 1879.
FRANCIS

H. COOK,

President of the Council.
Resolution rel(ttive to the proper 1·ecognition of officers and soldiers who served as volunteet·s
from Washington Ten·itory du1·ing the Nez Perces Indian Wat' of 1877.
Whereas during the Nez Perces Indian war of 1877, many of the citizens of Washington Territory, recognizing the danger surrounding them, and the necessity for taking up arms in defense of their homes, and especially in the defense of the settlers
about Mount Idaho, did volunteer their services as soldiers in suppressing tho uprising of said Indians ; and,
Whereas said volunteers were duly organized into companies and 'regiments, and
such organizations were accepted and armed by General 0. 0. Howard, commanding
the Department of the Columbia, and by him strongly recommended to the consideration ofthe Territory of Washington and Congress ofthe United States; and
Whereas said volunteers have never received public recognition at the hands of the
Territorial or United States authorities except as before mentioned: Therefore,
Be it resolved by tlHl council (the hottse concur1'ing), That the governor of this Territory be requested; and he is hereby authorized, to issue commissions to several persons who cow~;tn~ed and officex:ed ~~id volunteer compaQ~es? ~~~ ?~J:?.e~w~s~ f?Uitably
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recognize the services of said volunteers; saicl commissions to bear date of the day
of the election of said officers and time of said organiza.tion.
Resolved, That Ron. Thomas H. Brents, our Delegate in Congress, be furnished a.
copy of these resolu tiona by the secretary of the Territory, together with a copy of
the memorial passed November 13, 1879, praying Congress for the relief of volunteer
soldiers in the Nez Perces Indie.n war of 1871.
Passed the house of representatives October 19, 1887.
GEORGE COMEGYS,

Speaker House of Representat-it.'C8.
Passed the council October 11, 1881.

H. T.

STRATTON,

President of the Council.

Approved October 29, 1881.

0

•

