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50TH CONGRESS, } BOUSE OF REPRESENTATlVES. 
1st Session. {

REPORT 
No. 6l3. 

FLORA SKINNER. 

FEBRUARY 21, 1888.-Committed to the Committee of the Whole House and ordered 
to be printed. 

Mr. LANHAM, from the Committee on Claims, submitted the following 

REPORT: 
[To accompany bill II. R. 3135.] 

The Committee on Claims have considered House Bill No. 3135, for 
the relief of Flora Skinner, and recommend that it do pass. 

For the facts of the case they refer to and adopt the following report 
made from the Oommittee on Claims in the Forty-ninth Congress: 

[House report No. 4026, Forty-ninth Congress, first session.l 

The Committee on Clairns, to 1l'horn was refen·ed the bill (H. R. 580)fo?' the relief of Flora 
Skinnet·, having considered the same, report as follows: 

Dr. Gilbert A. Skinner was physician at the Port Peck Indian Agency in the year 
1H79, an<l from official documents appended to this report, it appears that Dr. Skinner, 
having received a severe injury, resigned his office, but was requested to remain at hiH 
post until the reopening of navigatiOn. This claim is for amount of salary for said 
time, and as the facts conclusively show that the claimant received the injnry wbilo 
in the Hervice of the Government and remained at his post at the request of the Gov
ernment officials, your committee 1·eport the bill back with a recommendation that it 
do pass. 

The SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR: 

DEPARTMENT OF TilE INTERIOR, 
OFFICE OF INDIAN AFFAIRS, 

Washington, March 5, 1879. 

SIR: l have the honor to call your attention to the inclosed letter of the lion. James 
Harlan, in reference to the continuance of Dr. Gilbert A. Skinner at the :Fort Peck 
Agency, as physician in charge, until his successor reports for duty, and recommend 
that his name be replaced on the pay-rolls of said agency, for reasons given in the ac
companying letter. 

Very respectfully, 

Official copy. 

E. A. liAYT, 
Cmnmissioner. 

E. GOODWIN, 
Acting Chief of Finance Division. 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 
Washington, Ma1·ch 6, 1879. 

: I am in receipt of your letter of the 5th instant recommending that the name 
Gilbert A. Skinner, lately physician in the Indian Hervice at Fort Peck Agency, 

was accidently shot t,brough the head by an Indian who was slaughtering cattle, 
name had been dropped from the rolls of said agency, be restored to pay 

his successor repl!llfts for duty. 



2 FLORA SKINNER. 

This case was the subject of a letter from the Hon. James Harlan, dated lOth nltimo, 
which letter was referred to your office for action. 

Your recommendation in the premisee is approved, and you will please take the 
necessary action in accordance therewith. 

Very respectfully, 

Official copy. 

WELLINGTON BIRD, 

A. BELL, 
Acting, Secretary. 

E. GOODWIN, 
.Acting Chief of Finance Division. 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 
OFFICE OF INDIAN AFFAIRS, 

Washington, Ma1·ch 10, 1879. 

United States Indian Agent, li'ort Peck Agency, Montana: 
SIR: By order of the Hon. Secretary of the Interior, you are directed to replace and 

carry on your roll of agency employes the name of Dr. Gilbert A. Skinner as agency 
physician, from January 1, 1879, to the date or his resignation, until such time as the 
reopening of navigation will enable him to leave for his home, or until his successor 
shall have reported for duty. You are also directed to place upon your Toll and make 
due report thereof the name of Dr. H. A. Woodbridge as agency physician, at such 
time as Dr. Skinner shall have been dropped from the s:1me in accordance with I he 
tenor of this letter. 

Official copy. 

The Hon. SECRE'J'ARY OF THE INTERIOR. 

E. A. IlAYT, 
Commissioner. 

E. GooDWIN, 
Acting Chief of Fi•nance DitJision. 

DEPARTMENT OF TITE INTERIOR, 
OFFICE OF INDIAN AI?I<'AIRS, 

Washington, D. C., J1tne 5, 1886. 

SIR: Acknowledging the receipt of your reference of May 29, 1886, for report, of a 
letter from lion. J. II. Gallinger, member of Committee on Claims in the House of 
Representatives, dated May 29, 1886, inclosing H. R. bill No. 580, for t.he relief of Flora 
Skinner, widow of GHbert A. Skinner, deceased, for the sum of $400, I herewith r<'
turn the letter and bill which accompanied yom reference, together with copies of 
letters from E. A. Ilayt, Commissioner, to the honorable Secretary of the Interior, 
dated March 5, 1879, recommending that the name of Dr. Gilbert A. Skinner, physician 
at the Fort Peck Agency, be kept on the pay-rolls of said agency until his successot· 
reports for dnty; from the Acting Secretary of tho Interior approving the recommell
dation, and from tho Commissioner of Indian Affairs to Wellington Bird, United Statrs 
Indian agent, Fort Peck Agency, dated March 10, 1f:l79, informing him of the direc
tions of the Acting Secretary of the Interior. 

* 
Very respectfully, 

Ron. J. H. GALLINGER, 

A. B. UPSHAw, 
Acting Commissioner. 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 
Washington, J11ne 7, 1886. 

Conttnittee ott Claims, House of Representatives: 
SIR: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 29th ultimo, in

closing, with request for information thereou~ II. R. No. f>SO, of the current Ression, 
entit1ed ''A bill for the relief of ]'lora Skinner," widow of Gilbert A. Skinner, de
ceased, for tho amount of his salary ($400) as Government physician at Fort Peck In
dian Agency, etc. 



FLORA EKINNER. 3 

The matter having been referred to the Commissioner of Indian AffairR, I transmit 
herewith, in reply, copy of his letter of 5th instant, with accompanying papers, in re
lation to said claim. 

A copy of the report of May 6, from the Commissioner to this Department, referred 
to in his letter of 5th instant, together with its inclosures, which embrac('ld, it was 
stated, all the information in the possession of the Indian Office upon the subject, was 
transmitted to the chairman of the Committee on Claims of the House of .Represent
atives..z. with letter from this Department of May 7, 1886. 

H • .I£. 580 is herewith respectfully returned. 
Very respectfully, 

0 

H. S. MULDROW, 
.&cting Secretary. 
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