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4 GROS VENTRE AND OTHER INDIANS.

The reservation forathese two bands was selected with special regard to conven-
ience, utility, and capacity for stock-raising, for, ashas already been said, the promise
of stock cattle was the principal inducement with all the tribes or bands which led
to the cession of the vast territory ceded by them to the Government.

The Commissioners report that the agreement witl the Fort Peck Indians was satis-
factory alike to the Indians and their friends present during the progress of the ne-
cotiations, and they express the belief that if strictly carried ont the Indians will
require no further aid from the Government.

The Fort Belknap Agency Indians were unwilling to remove either to 17ort Peck or
any other distant poiut, but consented unanimously to remove from their present
locality near Fort Assinaboine to the reservation selected for them east of Snake
Creek and between Milk River and the Little Rockies. The Commissioners describe
the new selection as affording the best lands for agricunltural purposes in all that re-
gion of country. Itis well watmed they say, and susceptible of irrigation at a small
cost. DBesides, it is admirably ‘1(L1pted to stock-raising. Timber is ])len‘r,y forneeded
agency buildings and Indian houses.

'lhev refer to thie proximity of the present habitation of the Indians, to the military
post of Fort Assinaboine, aud the banetul influence of such close contact upon the
health and morals both ot the garrison and Indians. This evil, in the opinion of the
Commissioners, can ouly be remedied by removing the Indians further from the post
asin the agreement provided. There are abont 1,700 Indians at I'ort Belknap Agency—
Assinaboines and Gros Ventres, the latter only slightly ontnumbering the former.

The Indians of the Blackfeet Agency, the last visited, appear to have been more
exacting in their demands than any of the other Indians. The Commissioners ob-
serve that it was very evident from the beginuing ot the negotiations that they had
been tampered with by designing white men whom they fonnd at the agency, and
who hoped to gain sonme advantage to themselves in one way or another. Their chiefs
complained of ill-usage and bad faith on the part of the Government in times past,
and the negotiations were considerably delayed by their nnreasonable and persistent
demands.

Finally, however, they consented to the agreement as already executed by the In-
dians of the other two agencies, and selected the reservation heretofore described.

In explanation of the apparent disproportion in the sums agreed upon as compen-
sation for the ceded territory, between the Indians ot this and the other fwo agencies,
the Commissioners state that the needs ot the Blackfeet Indians are proportionally
greater than the others, aud there are from 500 to 1,000 Indians on the other side of
the international line who may properly be regarded as belonging to the Blackfeet
Agency, and are likely sooner or later to return to the agency; and, furthermore,
they believe that they (the Blackfeet Agency Indians) have the most ancient claim
to the ceded territory, having occupied it as far back as their history is known.

In closing their report upon the agreement with the Indians of the Great Black-
feet, Reservation, the Commissioners observe as follows

“ What has been said in regard to the policy to be pnrsued with the Fort Peck In-
dians is equally trne in respect of the Fort Belkuap and Blackfeet Agency Indians.

“They must be enconraged in stock-raising as well as in ‘mrlcultural pursuits.
They can never become self: supporting in any other way., * *

“The execution of the agrecwent with the Piegans, Bloods, and Blackfeet conclndes
our Iabors with the Indians in northern Montana. * *

*“We have made every possible effort looking to the conclusion of this work in time
to get it Defore Cmmless if it should so plezlse the Department, during the present
session, and we trust lhat it is not yet too late. No human 1'0|‘esig]xt eunl(l have ac-
complished more. We have traveled night and day in open vehicles during a period
of cold weather which will be memorable in the history of Montana, and without a
day’s delay that conld possibly have been avoided.’ (House Ex. Doc. No. 63, Fittietht
Congress, . 4.)

Your committee further state that the honorable Secretary of the In-
terior, in a communication to the President dated December 30, 1887,
indorses the action of the commissioners in the following larmu%we :

By these negotiations a very large area of land now in state of reservation for In-
dian purposes, being the excess of quantity needed for the actual nse of the tribes and
bands for whom it has been held in reservation, is placed at the disposal ot the United
Statesso that it may be opened to settlement in such manner as Congress in its wisdom
may direct. * * * Wlhen these negotiations shall have been tully ratified they
will remove some serions hindrances to the contentment, the permanent settlement,
and the more rapid advancement in civilization of the tribes and bands who are par-
ties thereto. The money necessary to be appropriated for their support and to assist
them forward in the ways of ecivilization will not be, as heretofore, so largely a gra-
tuity from the Government, but will go to them by judicious expenditures as consid-
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