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50T ConGRESs, | HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. {REPORT
Ist Session. No. 1953.

INDIANS WHO SERVED IN THE ARMY OF THE UNITED
STATES.

APRIL 24, 1888.—Committed to the Committee of the Whole House on the state of the
Union and ordered to be printed.

Mr. PERRY, from the Committee on Indian Affairs, submitted the fol-
lowing

REPORT:

[To accompany bill H. R. 9676. ]

The Committee on Indian Affairs, to whom was referred the bill (H.
R. 6464) for the relief of certain Sisseton and Wahpeton Sioux Indians
who served in the armies of the United States against their own people,
respectfully report the following statement of facts, as set forth in the
letters of the honorable Secretary of the Interior and from the honor-
able Commissioner of Indian Affairs, together with letters from Gen-
eral Sibley and Bishop Whipple, who were personally acquainted with
the facts herein set forth; also a letter from Sarah Goodthunder to
Bishop Whipple, which makes its own unexpressed but most pathetic
plea for the relief asked for in this bill for those who lost everything
in their devotion to the whites, and who have so long suffered from
the wrongs we have inflicted upon them.

‘We also give a detailed statement of the obligations we were under to
these people and of the manner in which they were cruelly deprived of
these rights, and respectfully submit that the remedy proposed in this
bill is not what strict justice demands. The bill submitted by the De-
partment as a substitute for bill H. R. 6464 we have amended so as
to include as beneficiaries of this act with those who served as scouts
in the armies acting against the Sioux, members of the same bands who
were at the time of the outbreak serving in the armies of the United
States in the war of the rebellion. We also think that the bill should be
so amended as to provide for twenty-seven annual payments, and not for
twenty-five, as recommended by the department; for the payments of
1862 and 1863 were never made to them, the outbreak occurring in August
of 1862, before the money, which was on the road for the purpose, reached
the reservation, and that appropriated for the year 1863, before the out-
break occurred, was covered back into the Treasury, so the amount ap-
propriated for the payment of these scouts and soldiers should include
their pro rata share in the payments due for those two years, which
would be $36,300.

‘We recommend that the bill so amended do pass.

DEPARTMENT OF THE [NTERIOR,
Washington, March 24, 1888,
SIr: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your communication of 15th
ultimo, inclosing, with request for information, H. R. 6464, “For the relief of certain
Indians who served in the armies of the United States against their own people when
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‘as sconts, together with the members of their respective families who remained
friendly to the whites and within the lines ot the Federal Army, all the provisions of
the treaties of July 25,1851, and August 5, 1851, and June 9, 1858, in the same man-
ner afd to thesame extent as if the act of February 16, 1863, had never been passed.

Section 2 provides that, in stating the accounts under said treaties with said indi-
vidual Indians, there shall be deducted from the aggregate amount found due themn,
respectively, all snch sums as may have been paid over to such Indian or Indians on
-any account whatever by the United States, except on acconnt of actnal services ren-
dered to the United States between the 16th day of February 1863, and the date to
which said account is stated.

In order to understand the object of the legislation proposed by this bill it is neces-
sary that a brief Listory of the four bands named, and of the sums guarantied to
them under their several treaties, should be detailed for the information of the De-
partment and the House Commmittee on Indian Affairs.

‘Under treaty of Septemnber 29, 1837 (7 Stats., 539), with said Indians, the

sum of $300,000 was set aside to draw interest at & per cent. per annum,

yielding an interest annnally forever of .. ... .. ... . ... ....l.. $15, 000
By treaty of July 23, 1851 (10 Stats., 949), with the Sisseton and Wahpeton

bands, as a cousideration tor the cession of lands, a trust fuud was

created, amounting to $1,360,000 yielding an interest of 5 per cent. per

aunum for fifty Years .. ... ... i iiieiiiiciaaan 68, 000
By the Indian appropriation act of August 30, 1852 (10 Stats., 52), in ac-

cordance with the Senate amendment to said treaty, the sum of $11:2,000

was added to said trust tund, yielding an annual interest of .____._____. 5,600
By treaty with the Medawakauton and Wahpakoota bands of Sionx, dated

Augnst 5, 1851 (10 Stats., 954), as a consideration for cession of lands, a

trust fund was created amounting to $11,600,00, yielding an annnal in-

terest of (to be paid for H0 years) .. ... oo Lol il 53, 000
By the Indian appropriation act of August 30, 1852 (10 Stats., 52), in accord-

ance with Senate amendment to said treaty, the sum of $69,000 was

added to said trust fund, yielding an anoual interest of ... ... .. .. ... 3,450

Total annuity ... i e 150, 050

‘Owing to the outbreak and massacre in Minnesota in the fall of 1362 Congress, by
act approved February 14, 1863 (12 Stats., 652), declared all treaties with sand bands
abrogated, all lands in Minuesota, annuities, and claims forfeited, and provided for
a commlission to ascertain and report upon claims for losses, and authority was given
to the Interior Department to set apart 80 acres of land ro snch Indians as had ex-
erted themselves to save captive whites. By the nct of Marceh 3, 1363 (12 Stats., 819),
it was provided that a tract of good agricultural land shonld be set apart, outside of
the liniits of any State, sufficiens for 80 acres to each member ot the four bands who
were willing to adopt the pursuits of agriculture ; that their former reservation should
be surveyed and sold, and the proceeds invested by the Indian Deparvment for the
benetit of said Indians, and that Indians who had exerted themselvesto save the lives
-of whites should each have 80 acres of land on whieh the improvements were situated.

Under the provisions of this act of Congress the four bands named were removed
from Minnesota and are now located at the Santee Agency, Nebr., and at the Sisseton
and Devil’s Lake Agencies, in Dakota.

On the 19th day of Februnary, 1867 (Stats., 15, p. 505), a treaty was entered into
with the Sisseton and Wahpeton bands of Sioux Indians, which recites as follows:

* Whereas it is understood that a portion of the Sisseton and Wahpeton bands of
Santee Sionx Indians, numbering from 1,200 to 1,500 persons, not only preserved their
-obligations to the Government of the United States during and since the ontbreak of
the Medawakanton and other bands of Sioux, in 1862, but treely periled their lives
during the outbreak to rescue the residents on the Sioux Reservation, and to obtain
possession of white women and children made captives by the hostile bands, and that
another portion of said Sisseton and Wahpeton bands, nambering from 1,000 to 1,200
persons, who did not participate in the massacre of the whites in 1862, fearing the
indiscriminate vengeance of the whites, fled to the great prairvies ot the Northwest,
where they still remain; and

“Whereas Congress, in confiscating the Sioux annnities and reservatious, made no
provision for the snpport of these, the friendly portion of the Sisseton and Wahpeton
bands,” ete.; and

“ Whereas the several subdivisions of the friendly Sisseton and Wahpeton bands
ask, through their representatives, that their adherence to their former obligations of
friendship to the Government and people of the United States be recognized, and that
provision be made to enable them to return to an agricultnral life, ete. : Therefore, a
treaty has been entered into at Washington City, this 19th day of February, 1867,”
ete.
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Add amounts expended for support of said bands at Sis-

seton and Devil’s Lake for the fiscal year1884....._.. $15, 934. 60
The fiscal year—
1885 ..... e et aeiteseeeemmeeteaasaneas e 15, 933. 86
1886 .o e e i 15,588, 22
1887 e e e 11,717.63
1888 L e e 12, 000. 00
For the Medawakanton band in Minpesota, fiscal year
S - 9, 442.50
For same band, for1887.................. e e 8,781.00

$4, 813, 064. 54

Balanee ..o ce oot i e ie et mce e ceeaaan heme e 888, 835. 46

In addition to the aggregate sum of $4,813,064.54, expended as shown above, there
has been received from the sale of their lands in Minnesota and Dakota the snm of
$889,081.90, of which amount the sum of $811,845.11, has been expended for the benefit
of the Santee Sioux and Sioux of Lake Tlcwerse and Devil’s Lake, leaving a balance
to their credit of §77,236.79.

In stating the foregoing account, under bLill 6464, this office dealt with the four
bands mentioned in said bill, in common, but it is claimed that relief is only sought
for those members of the Sisseton and Wahpeton bands, their families, and descend-
ants who enlisted as scouts in the U. 8. Army (none of the other bands did so enlist),
and who were under treaty entitled to an annual sum of $73,600 for fitty years,
of which twelve installments had been appropriated, leaving thirty-eight install-
ments due when the act of confiscation of February 16, 1863, was passed. Of the
different amounts appropriated in the foregoing statements, the scouts claim only
their share of the $467,457.25 appropriated under article 6 of the treaty of February
19, 1867, should be charged against them, as the other charges were for payment of
damages arising from the massacre in 1862, and for feeding the Indians after the con-
fiscation of their annuities, and while the scouts and families were at Fort Wadsworth
in the employ of the Government. This office, however, is of the opinion that they
should be charged, in addition to their share of the $467,457.25, with their share of
the $70,000 appropriated May 16, 1874 (Stat. 18, page 47), and of the $42,991.50 used
from the §100,000 appropriated March 3, 1885 (Stat. 23, page 344), as these amonuts
were used to pay debts prior to the massacre. They should also be charged with their
share of the amounts appropriated by Congress as a gift from 1884 to 1883, inclusive,
amounting to $35,637.77, making total amount to be char(red against the Sisseton and
Wahpeton band of $616, 056.52.

The bill as submitted provides in section 2 ““ That, in stating the accounts under said
treaties with said individual Indians, there shall be deducted from the aggregate
amount found due them respectively all such sums as may have boen paid over to.
such Indian or Indians on any account whatever by the United States, except on ac-
count of actual services rendered to the United States between the 16th day of Feb-
ruary, 1863, and the date to which said account is stated.”

This provision is impossible of execution, as no accounts with individual Indians
are kept or can be kept, and I have prepared an amended bill, as will hereatter ap-
pear.

In reference to the foregoing acconut of moneys paid to and on acconnt of the sev-
eral bands of Sionx mentioned in the proposed bill (H. R. 6464), I can not refrain from
saying that, in my estimation, legislation based upon it would, perhaps, perpetuate
and malke irremediable a ﬂrent wrong which has been perpetrated upon the Sisseton
and Wahpeton bands, who have been unfortnnately and eruelly classed with the
other named bands, the Medawakauton and Wahpakoota.

To make this clear the following statement of facts seems necessary:

At the time of the outbreak of the Lower Sioux, composed of the two bands last
named, in Minnesota, in 1862, the first-naned two bfmds, called also the Upper Sioux,
were 1lv1nn' on separate reservatlonq lying partly in Minnesota and partly in deota,,
secnred to them by separate breatdes, under which they were entitled to an annuity
of $73,600 for fifty years, beginning July 1,1852. Twelve installments had been ap-
propnated when, in 1362, the other ba.nds organized an outbreak and massacre of
white settlers in tbe vicinity of the Teservation occupied by the friendly Sissetons.
and Wahpetons.

By act of Congress, Februnary 16, 1863, in which the outraged feelings of the coun-
try, as well as its 1ndwcr1mluatmv Wrdth found expression, dll tl‘edtleb with the four
bands were abrogated, their lands in Minnesota and their funds were confiscated,
although part of the Sisseton and Wahpeton band remained loyal and enlisted in the
Army,

In 1867 the Government, having been convinced that a great wrong had been done
in the case of the Sisseton and Wabpeton bands, who not only had refrained from
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