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50TH CoNGRESS, } HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
1st Session. {

REPORT 
No. 2858. 

BREVET RANK ON OFFICERS OF THE UNITED STATES 
ARMY. 

JuLY 11, 1888.-Referred to the Honse Calendar and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. Ou'l'CHEON, from the Committee on Milit~ry Affairs, submitted the 
following 

REPORT~ 
[To accompany bill S. 1323.] 

The Oomrnittee on Military A.ffairs, to which was referred the bill ( 8. 1323) 
to author,ize the l)resident to confer brevet ra.nk on o.fjic&rs of the United 
States At·mJJ for gallant services in Indian carnpa'igns, report: 

Tlle committee have had the same under consideration, together with 
the letters of the A(ljntant-Geueral of the Army, and the Secretary of 
War, bearing date May 17 and May 23, respectively (and which are 
printed herewith as a part of this report), and the committee recom
mend that said bill be amended so that section 2 shall read as follows, 
to wit: 

SEC. 2. That such brevet commission5 ns may be issued under the provisions of this 
act shall bear date from the date of the 1·ecommendation thereof by the department 
commander in each case t·espectively. 

And that as so amended the said bill do pass. 
The following are the commnuications of the Adjutant-General and 

Secretary of War above referred to. 
ADJU'fANT-Gl!:NEThAL'S OFFICE, 

May 17, 1888. 
SIR: I have the honor to invite yonr attention to tho provisions of Senate bill1323, 

relating to brevet promotions, as amended and passed by the Senate yesterday, the 
16th instant. 'l'he bill, as it passe<l, authorizes the issue of brevet commissions to 
officers "recommended for gallant service in action against hostile Indians since Jan
uary 1, 1867," and provi<les t.hat these commissions "shall bear date only from the 
passage of this act," and "that the date of the particular heroic act for which the 
officer is promoted shall appear in his commission." 

It is to be remarked that a great many-probably the greater portion-of the recom
mendations fer these brevcrs since Jannary 1, 1867, do not give or refer to specific 
dates on whicl1 gallant acts or service was performed; these recommendations were, 
as a rule, baHed on gallant or meritorious service in a series of Indian battles, or 
dnring an entire campaign, and it is doubtful if there are many, if any, instances in 
which the conduct of the officers was tcrmecl "heroic." It will therefore be impos
sibl"1 donbtlcss, in the majority of cases, to fix upon specific dates "of the particular 
heroic acts," otc., which the bill, as it now stands, requires to be given in the com
missions. 

Many officers who were ten, fifteen, or twenty years ago recommended for brevets 
Qne grade higher than the rank they .then h ld, have since beep. promoted one or two 
grades. Hence they would, under tho terms of this bill, receive brevet commissions, 
or '(promotion," to a lower grace than that they now holcl in the Army, and of a. 
later date. 

It is sng~este{l that if this measure is to become a law, the bill should be amended 
so as to :A.llow more latitude as to the dates to be shown in the commissions as indi
cating the pa.Jtticnlar services for which conferred; that is, permitting the date which 



• 

2 BREVET RANK ON ARMY OFI•,ICERS. 

is to be specified in a commission conferrei for sen-ices in a campaign, or in several 
baLtlt>s or actions, to refer approximately to the period during which the servic:es 
were rendered. It is furt.hcr suggested that the commissions to be issued upon 
recommendations made so long ago, when many, if not most, of the officers concerned 
were serving in lower grades than t,lwy now hold, ought to give the brevet rank to 
date from, at least approximately, the date the services were rendered. It is not be
lieved there would be any objection to this, inasmuch as no additional pay or emolu
Jil(•nts are involved, and the anomaly of -promoting an officer to a brevet grade lower 
than l1is actual grade wonl<l be avoided. 

Very respectfully, your obedient se1·vaut, 

The SECRETARY OF WAR. 

R. C. DRUM, 
Adj ntan t- General. 

WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Washington City, May 23, 1888. 

Sm: I have the honor to transmit, for your consideration, a letter of the 17th in
stant ft·om the Adjutant-General, inviting attention to Senate bill1323, Fiftieth Con
gress, first session, to anthorize the issue of brevet commissions to officers recom
mended for gallant service in ar.tion against hostile Indians since January 1, 1867, 
which was passed by t.he Senate on the l()th instant, and suggesting that the bill be 
a111euded so as to allow more latitude as to the dates to be shown in the commissions 
as iudicat.iug the particular services for which they are conferred, and that the com
misHions ought to give the brevet mnk to date from the date at which t.bc services 
were r~nllered. 

'l'he views of tbe Adjnt.ant.General are eoucnrred in by this Department. 
V cry n·spectfully, 

WILLIAM C. ENDICOTT, 

Hon. R. W. TOWNSHEND, 
Sem·etm·y of War. 

Chairman Com'ntittee on Military Affairs, Bouse of Representatives. 
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