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NATHAN MYRICK AND OTHERS. 3

juries ” done by the Indians; and pursuant to this decision, all the traders’ claims
were thrown out and not considered at all by the commission.

These Indians for a number of years prior to 1863 had been paid their annuities
about the last of June or the first of July of each year, at the Yellow Medicine and
Red Wood Agencies.

About the last of June, 1863, the Upper or Northern bands of Sioux, to the number
of about 3,500, assembled at Yellow Medicine Agency, and the Southern or Lower
bands, to the number of about 3,000, at Red Wood Agency, for the purpose of receiv-
ing their annual payments, but the money to make such payments was not received
by the agent until after the outbreak, and the payments were never made.

The Indians remained at these agencies until the outbreak occurred. They had no
means of subsistence, and the provisions and supplies belonging to the Government
were soon exhausted.

The Indiaus, while thus waiting for the payment of their annuities, were very ugly.
The traders hesltated to furnish them with any more supplies on credit, but the In-
dians threatened to break into the warehouses and to help themselves. They did
break into one warehouse, and appropriated its contents. The Indian agents at the
Yellow Medicine and Red Wood Agencies were, from day to day, expecting to receive
money to pay the annuities, and they assured the traders that their claims against
the Indians would then be paid.

The traders subsisted the Indians for about six weeks prior to the outbreak. The
Indians had no means of paying for such subsistence, and, consequently, it was fur-
nished on credit, and hence the large suin due the traders at the time of the outbreak.

This credit was given with the knowledge and by direction of the Indian agent,
and in many instances at his request.

Thomas J. Galbraith was the United States Indian agent for the Sionx Indians in
1862, aud was stationed at the Upper or Yellow Medicine Sionx Agency, prior to and
at the time of the outbreak.

Mr. Galbraith, in bis affidavit filed with your committee, states as follows, viz:

That to alleviate the sufferings of the Indians, and preserve order and prevent an
outbreak and general disturbance on the froutier, and in the belief that the money
to pay the annuities would arrive in time to enable him and the Indians to meet all
obligations incurred thereby, he did recommeund and advise all the traders having
food and supplies in that country to furnish the said Indians all they could spare,
without reference to the acconnts of individual Indians, or of particular bands. And
that, pursnant to such recommendation and request from him, as United States In-
dian agent, many of said traders, if not all, did furnish said Indians flour, meat,
sugar, coftee, clothing, and other supplies, the amount and value of which are not
accurately known to this deponent, but in large gnantities.

William H. Shelley, of Saint Paul, Minn., who was a clerk for Indian Agent Gal-
braith, at the Yellow Medicine Agency, at the time of the outbreak, in his affidavit,
states that, to his knowledge, the traders furnished supplies to the Indians by the
direction of Galbraith, with the understanding that payment therefor would be made
as soon as the annuities were paid.

The outbreak would probably have taken place sooner than it did if the Indians
had not been supplied by the traders.

Under the state of facts herein set forth, the commirtee are of the opinion that said
traders ought to be paid out of said confiscated annuities now in the Treasury of the
United Srates, amounting, as already stated, to $3,718,242.08. And the committee
recommend that the bill do pass.
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