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·SENATE.

48TH CONGRESS, }

· 1st Session.

REPORT
{

No. 771.

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES.

JUNE ~4,

Mr.

CAMERON,

1M4.-Urdered to IJe printe<.1 •

of Wisconsin, from the Committee on Indian Affairs,
submitted the following

REPORT:
rTo accompany bill S. 2300.]

'l'he Committee on Indian Aff'airrs, to whom was referred the bill (S. 2300)
to authorize the Secretary of the Inter·ior to ascertain the amounts due to
Nathan Myrick, Joseph and Charles M. Dailey, William H. Forbes, and
Louis Robe-rts and Compa.ny, o-r their legal -representatives, citizens of the
United States, for supplies furnished to the Siuux or Dakota Indians of
JJ;Iinnesota subseq~tent to August, 1860, and prior to the massac-re of
August, 1862, and providing for the payment thereof, hat·e considered
the same, and report thereon as follows:
A bill entitled ''A bill to authorize the Secretary of the Intenor to
ascertain the amounts due to citizens of the United States for supplies
furnished to the Sioux or Dakota Indians of lVIinnesota subsequent to
August, 1860, and prior to the massacre of August, 1862, and providing for the payment thereof," was reported favorably from this committee on the 15th of January last, and subsequently passed the Senate,
and is now pending in the House of Representatives. The present bill
is identical with the bill reported J auuary 15, except that the names of
the beneficiaries are inserted in the present bill. It is held under the
rules of the House of Representatives that the bill reported January
15 is a public bill, and consequently is liable to the rules governing public bills in that body.
The first-mentioned bill is for the benefit of the beneficiariAs mentioned
in the present bill only. It is in fact a private bill, but on account of its
title-the beneficiaries not being named in the bill-it is held nuder
the rules of the House to be a public bill; and the o~ject in reporting
the present bill is, that it may have the standing of a private bill when
it reaches the House of Representatives. Your committee adopts its report of January 15, 1884, which is as follows:
[Senate Report No. 35, Forty-eighth Congress, first session.]

The Gornmittee on Indian Affairs, to whom 1vas ?'eferred the bill ( S. 84) entitled ''A bill to
a1ttho1'ize the Secretary of the Intel'im· to ascertain the a mounts 4ue to cUizens of the United
States fo?' supplies ju1·nished to the Sioux or Dakota Indians of Minnesota subsequent to
August, 1860, and p1·io1· to the massacre of A ·ugust, ltl6~, and prov·iding fo1· the payment
thm·eof," repm·t:

'rhis bill was favorably reported to the House of Representatives from the Committee on Indian Affairs in the Forty-sixth and also in the Forty-seventh Congn-"'lf'.
lt was favorably reported by the Senate Committee ou glaims in the Forty-sixth and
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NATHAN MYRICK AND OTHERS.

Forty-seventh Congresses. It passed the Senate in the Forty-seventh Congress, but
was not acted on by the House.
Prior to 1863, the Sisseton, Wahpeton, Medawakanton, and Wahpakoota bands of
the Dakota or Sioux Indians occupied extensive rt>servations in the State of Minnesota.
In August, 1862, said bands of Indians massacred a large numuer of men, women,
and children in the State of MinnesGta, and destroyed and damaged a large amount
of property.
At the time of this ontbreak by the Sioux there was, under varions treaties theretofore made and entered into between the United States and these bands of Sioux
Indians, a large amount of money owing by the United States to said bands of Indians.
Congress, by act of February 16, 1863, entitled "An act for t.he relief of persons for
damages sustained by reason of depredat,ions aud injuries by certain bands of Sioux
Indians" (Stat., vol. 12, pp. 652, &c.), abrogated and anuultecl all treaties then existing with said bauds of Sioux, so far as the same imposerl any fnture ouligat,ion on the
United States, au·d all lands and rights of occupancy withiu the State of Minnesota,
and all annuities and claims, or any of them, due the Iuclians were forfeited.
At the time of the passage of this act the sum of $5,631,\JOU was owing by tbe United
States to said bands of Sioux Indians; all the treaties pursuant to which this large
sum of money was dne and owing to said Indians were abrogatt>cl <md annnlled absolutely by said act of Congress passed February 16, 1863, and said sum was forfeited to
the United States. All lauds and rights of occupancy belonging to said Indians in
Minnesota were, by the same act of Congress, also forfeited to the United States. Said
act authorized the President, by and with the advice and consent of the Se11ate, to
appoint three commissioner!'\, who should ascertain and determine the value of all
property destroyed or damaged by said Indians during such outbreak, or by the
troops of the United States in suppressing the same.
There has been appropriated by Congress, in payment of claims determined pursuant to said act, the sum of $1,170,374. All cla.ims for damages, under said act, bad
to be presented within two years from its passage.
The sum of $671,000 has also been appropriated. by Congress for the removal of said
Indians, and for subsisting them in their now homes.
By act of Congress, entitled'' Au act to authorize the Secretary of the Interior to
discharge certain obligations of the Unite<l .Sta ~'S to the creditors of the Upper and
Lower bands of Sioux Indians," approved May lti, l874 (Stat., 18, p. 47), the sum of
$70,000 was appropriated for payment to the creditors of said Indians arising under
the treaty of J nne 19, 1858.
Congress also, by an act for the relief of Hans C. Peterson, approved March 3, 1877
(Stat., 19, p. 549), appropriated the sum of $2,~83.92. This was for damages and injuries to Peterson's propert;) done by the Indians during the said Sioux outbreak.
It appears by a letter from Hon. E. M. Marble, Acting Commissioner of Indian
Affairs, addressed to Hon. Angus Cameron, a member of the Senate Committee on
Claims, under date of February 5, 1881, that no other or further sums have been appropriated for the benefit of said Sioux Indians which are properly chargeable to the
said confiscated funds and annuities.
As already stated, the aggregate amount of the said confiscated funds and annuities was $5,631,900.
'fhe aggregate amount ofthe sums appropriated by the United States for the benefit
of said Indians, as hereinbefore shown, is $1,913,657.92. The difference between these
two sums, viz, $3, 718,242.08, is the balance of said confiscated funds and annuities
now remaining in the Treasury of the United States.
At the time of the said Sioux outbreak, the persons for whom this bill proposes to
make provision were in business as Indian traders on the reservation occupied by
said Indians. These traders were all duly licensed by the Commissioner of Indiau
.Affairs to trade with the Indians. The most of the traders had been engaged in trading with the said Indians for quite a number of years.
The ordinary course of business was this, that is to say: The traders sold and delivered to tbe Indians upon credit such good~:~ and commodities as they desired to
purchase, with the agreement that the aggregate amount of tlle indebtedness thereby
created would be paid. by the Indians to the traders out of the fir:st annuities thereafter paid to them by the Unit.ed States. This course of business was known to the
resident Indian agents and to the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, and approved by
them respectively.
At the time of the outbreak the Indians were indebted to the traders in the sum of
about $120,000, no part of wbicl.t sum l.tas been paid. No claim can be paid under this
bill until the amount thereof is ascertained and settled by the Secretary of the Interior.
Some of the traders presented their claims for settlement to the commission appointPd under the act of February 1ti, Hl63; but the commission held that it hall
jurisdiction only of claimr-; ay,;.ising on account of'' depredations and injuries" hy said
Imlians, and that the claims of traders were not technically for" depredations or ju7
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juries" done by the Indians; and pursuant to this decision, all the traders' claims
were thrown out and not considered at all by the commission.
These Indians for a number of years prior to 1863 had been paid their annuities
about the last of June or the first of July of each year, at the Yellow Medicine and
Red Wood Agencies.
About the last of June, 1863, the Upper or Northern bands of Sioux, to the number
of about 3,500, assembled at Yellow Medicine Agency, and the Southern or Lower
bands, to the number of about 3,000, at Red Wood Agency, for the purpose of receiving their annual payments, but the money to make such payments was pot received
by the agent until after the outbreak, and the payments were never made.
The Indians remained at these agencies until the outbreak occurred. They had no
means of subsistence, and the provisions and supplies belonging to the Government
were soon exhausted.
The Indians, while thus waiting for the payment of their annuities, were very ugly.
The traders hesitated to furnish them with any more supplies on credit, but the Indians threatened to break into the warehouses and to help themselves. Tl;tey did
break into one warehouse, and appropriated its contents. The Indian agents at the
Yellow Medicine and Red Wood Asencies were, from day to day, expecting to reeei ve
money to pay the annuities, and they assured the traders that their claims ag·ainst
the Indians would then be paid.
The traders sabsisted the Indians for about six weeks prior to the outbreak. The
Indians had no means of paying for such subsistence, and, consequently, it was furnished on credit, and hence the large sum due the traders at the time of the outbreak.
This credit was given with the knowledge and b.v direction of the Indian agent,
and in many instances at his request.
Thomas J. Galbraith was the United States Indian agent for the Sioux Indians in
1862, and was ~tationed at the Upper or Yellow Medicine Sioux Agency, prior to and
at the time of the outbreak.
Mr. Galbraith, in his affidavit filed with your committee, states as follows, viz:
That to alleviate the sufferings of the Indians, and preserve order and prevent an
outbreak and general disturbance on the frontier, and in the belief that the money
to pay the annuities would arrive in time to enable him and the Indians to meet all
obligations incnrred thereby, he did n·commend and ad\ise all the traders having
food and supplies in that country to furnish the said Indians all they could spare,
without reference to the accounts of individual Indians, or of particular bands. And
that, pursuant to such recommendation and request from him, as United States Indian agent, many of said traders, if not all, did furnish said Indians :flour, meat,
sugar, coffee, clothing, and other supplies, the amount and value of which are not
accurately known to this deponent, but in large quantities.
William H. Shelley, of Saint Paul, Minn., who was a clerk for Indian Agent Galbraith, at the Yellow Medicine Agency, at the time of the outbreak, in his affidavit,
states that, to his knowledge, the traders furnished supplies to the Indians by the
direction of Galbraith, with the understanding that payment therefor would be made
as soon as the annuities were paid.
The outureak would probably have taken place sooner than it did if the Indians
had not ueen supplied uy the traders.
Under the state of facts herein set forth, the committee are of the opinion that said
traders ought to be paid out of said confiscated annuities now in the Treasury of the
United St,ates, amounting, as already stated, to $3, 718,242.08. And the committee
recommend that the bill do pass.
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