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4 DATE O ENTRY INTO THE MILITARY SERVICE, ETC.

e takes precedence in raunk over all captains appointed that date whose prior com-
missioned service covered a less period than his.  His prior commissioned service is
a few months less than five years, and, nnder the equitable provisions of the act of
March 2, 1867 (section 1219, Revised Statutes), a captain appointed July 23, 1366, who
had prior commissioned scervice of, say, seven vears—three years as first lieutenant
and four years as captain—takes precedence in relative rank. Now, this new law
would cowe in and say that Captain T., notwithstanding the provisions of section
1219, Revised Statutes, and the express terms of the commission by virtue of whieh
he holds Lis office, shall take rank as captain from December 13,1861, The record
would be thus made to show that a captain, now filling a vacaney in that grade which
was not ereated nntil July 28, 1366, was commnissioned thereto to date from December
18, 18361.  Had he been given that date of rank on appointment, he would have taken
precedence in vank over nearly two hundred captains who were then his seniors, six-
teen of whowm have been since promoted to the rank of major, and many of whom
are now in service. He could not now, by reason of these promotions be given the
place he would hold had he originally been appointed to date from December 12,1261,
but he would go immediately to the head of the list of captains in the infantry, over
the heads of captains who have for years been his seniors, some of whom have ren-
dered longer military service to the government.

Senate bill 1883 is substantially the same inits provisions as House Lill 5643, Copies
of a letter from Maj. M. I, Small, ot’ the Subsistence Department, and ot the indorse-
ment ot Lieutenant-General Sheridan thercon, setting forth the injustice that would
result to certain officers of’ the Ariny, should the latter bill become a law, were trans-
mitted hy the Secretary of War to the chairmau of the Senate Committee on Military
Affairs, in a letter dated May 13,1232, The objections nrged by the officers named
to the Honse bill apply with equal torce to the Senate hill. A copy of a letter from
Capt. Evan Miles, Twenty-first Infantry, setting forth his views as to the injustice of’
the proposed legislation on this subject, is inclosed lherewith, and attention invited
thereto.

Very respecttully. vour obedient servant.
R. (L TORUM,
Adjutant-General.

The GENERAL OF THE ARMY.

D.
VANCOUVER Barkacks, W, T.,
June 13, 1832,

Sik: I have the honorto call your attention to various bills that have been intro=
duced in Congress recently, working unjust comparisons between the services ren-
dered by those ofticers, now in the Regnlar Army who held appointments in the volnu-
teer service during the war, and those who legitimately performed their duties in the
regular regiments. It should be well known at the War Department that great op-
position was made to permitting any ofticer of the Regular Army who desired to serve
with the volunteer forces from accepting a position of lower grade than that of colo-
nel, and that consequently but few were permitted to obtain the positions in the vol-
unteer service that the proposed laws now intend to reward. This, in my opinion, is
manifestly unjust, for it cannot be reasonably claimed that the individual patriotism
and attention to duties upon the part of officers was magnified or lessened by the
accidental fact that one was in the volunteers and another in the Regular Army. If
such is the impression I must, on my own part, indignantly deny it. I entercd the
sgervice from civil life on August 5, 1261, asa firstlieutenant in the Twelfth United States
Infantry. At that time volunteer regimentsnow being organized inmy native State,
Pennsylvania, in many of which I could have obtained a captain’s position. I desired
in tendering my services to my country to be placed where I conld at once be called
upon for active service, and believed that by commencing nnder the command of ex-
perienced and disciplined soldiers, I would be hetter qunalified to render immediate
service. I declined several otfers to serve with the volunteers. If such action was un-
patriotic, I did not so consider it at the time, nor do I think so now.

[ have served continnously since August 5, 1261, and was regularly promoted to
captain on Jaunary 20, 1=65.

Now come forward bills which, in effect, punish and degrade e for not asking
volunteer rank. An examination of the Army Register for January, 1832, will show
that I stand forty-third in lineal rank among the captains of infantry. Shounld any
of the bills become a law, each and every officer that entered the volunteer service as
captain prior to January 20, 1365, would take rank above me, and instead of standing
as I do now, I would be placed 123 in lineal rank, a loss of eighty files; and at the
presert rate of promotion (about six files per year) would be thrown back fourteen
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