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2 APPROPRIATION FOR TENTH CENSUS.

Fisherivs of the United States.

Mining in the United States, east and west of the one hundredth meridian—two
reports,

Wealth and taxation.

These reports, all coninenced, some well advanced, and the greater number nearly
finished, will, should the necessary funds be placed at the disposal of this office, be
completed and ready for the Printer within four months.

It is es:imated that for this branch of the work the sum of from $20,000 to $25,000
will be required.

Third. General work of preparing all reports, tables, illustrations, maps, &c., as
copy for the Printer, with revisions, proot-reading, &c. ¥or this will be required the
sum of fiom $12,000 to $15,000.

Fourth. Supermteudence, organization, correspondence, &c¢. For thisthe sum of,
say, $6,000 is estimated.

Blfth Miscellaneous and contingent expenses, lll(,lll(llll“ rent of buildings, &e.,
$4,000.

The general estimate of $100,000 already made, 18, in my judgment, a careful state-
ment of the probable requirements of this office for the remainder of the present fis-
cal year.

An estimate has heretofore been submitted for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1884,
‘This was based upon the probable time and cost involved in the indetinable and mul-
titarious labors of closing up so great a public work as the Tenth Censns, inclusive,
as snch labors woull be, of the final classification aund orderly arrangement of the
enormous mass of schedules and other papers, as well as of the large correspondence
in reply to inquiries, and to requests for special statistical statements which may be
looked for during several months to come.

Due consideration was also given to the fact that several States had already signi-
fied an intention to take an inter-decennial census, in accordance with the provisions
of the twenty-second section of the act of March 3, 1379, on which account certain
duties would, by the terms of that act, devolve upon this office.

I may therefore add that the additional estimate heretofore made, of from 75,000
to $100,000, for the fiscal year ending Juane 30, 1334, would seem to be justitied by a
careful calculation.

Referring again, however, to the estimate for the balance of the current year, per-
mit me to state that the estimates previously made of the amount which would be
necessary for the completion of the work of thie Tenth Census fell short of the sum
required mainly by reason of two facts:

1. The underestimates submitted to the Superintendent by some of the special
agents having charge of special branches of the general work, of the amounts which,
it has since been shown, will be required to properly complete their investigations.
These subestimates were made in perfect good taith, but were defective by reason of
the very cause which is the second fact affecting the value of the general estimates
by the Superintendent, to wit, the newness and originality of the scheme of the
Tenth Census. Nothing like it having been heretofore undertaken, an estimate of
the cost would not be based npon comparison.

_ As a third reason for previous underestimates it might be said that, actuated by a
desire to confine the expense of the Census to the minimum, the later estimates were
based somewhat upon an intention to curtail the proportions of some parts of the
report, but further examination and reflection demonstrated the impracticability of
s0 doing with advantage to any part, or without injury to the whole.

By a comparison with the cost of the Ninth Census, it might be seen that the Tenth
Census has been conducted with as little, or perhaps less expense, relatively.

The total cost of the Tenth Census, exclusive of printing and engraving,

DaS DeOI. - -t e e e e e e e $4, 575, 000

The total cost of the Ninth Census, exclusive of printing and engraving,
WAB -« e e aee cmee e e e e ee e e e ea a e bea e 3, 336, 000
An excess at the former of . . ... ... . it iiiaee e 1,239, 000

The increase in population during the decade between these two censuses was 30
per cent. Assuming the same scope of matter and relative increase only of volume
for the report of the Tenth Census, the sum of $4,500,000, or $5,000,000, might well
have been originally estimated as the probable cost of the ‘tentl.  But not ouly have
the same subjects which constituted the scope of the ninth been treated at the tenth
(and more exhaustively), but a vast diversity of matter, covering ground heretofore
nutrodden in any government work, will form a very large aud most valuable part
of the report of 1580,

The Compendium of the Ninth Census was a volume of 900 octavo pages. The
quarto and final report consisted of three volumes, and covercd 2,400 pages.
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