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2 CLAIMS FOR SUPPLIES TO SIOUX INDIANS.

Congress concerning the same subject-matter involved in his bill, as
follows: ‘

The Committee on Claims, to whom was referved the bill (8. 155) to authorize the Seeretary of
the Interior to ascertain the amounts due to citizens of the United States for supplies fur-
nished to the Siour or Dakota Indians of Minnesota subsequent to August, 1860, and prior
to the massacre of dugust, 1362, and providing for the payment thereof, report :

Prior to 163 the Sisseton, Wahpaton, Medawakanton ,and Wahpakoota bands of the
Dakota or Sioux Indians occupied extensive reservations in the State of Minnesota.

In August, 1862, said bands of Indians made war upon the United States, and mas-
sacred a large number of men, women, and children in the State of Minnesota, and
destroyed and damaged a large amount of property.

At the timne of this ontbreak by the Sioux there was, under various treaties thereto-
fore made and entered into hetween the United States and these bands of Sionx In-
dians, a lavge amount of monecy owing by the United States to said bands of Indians.

Cougress, by act of Febrnary 16, 18363, entitled ““An act for the relief of persons for
damages sustained by reason of depredations and injuries by certain bauds of Sioux
Indians” (Stat., vol. 12, pp, 652, &c.), abrogated and annulled all treaties then exist-
ing with said bands of Sioux, o far as the same imposed any future obligation on the
United States, and all Tands and rights of ocenpauncy within the State of Minnesota,
and all annuities and elaims, or any of then, due the Indiang were forfeited.

At the time of the passage of thisact the snm of $5,631,900 was owing by the United
States to said bands of Sionx Indians: all the treaties pursnant to which this large
sum of money was due aud owing to said Indiaus were abrogated and aunulled abso-
lutely by said act of Congress passed February 16, 1863, and said sum was forfeited to
the United States. All lands and rights of oceupancy belonging to said Indians in
Minnesota were, by the same act of Congress, also forfeited to the United States.
Said act anthorized the President, by and with the adviee and consent of the Senate,
to appoint three commissioners, who should ascertain and determine the valne of all
property destroyed or damaged by said Indians during snch outbreak, or by the troops
of the United States in suppressing the same. .

There has been appropriated by Congress, in payment of ¢laims determined pursuant
to said act, the sum of 1,170,374, All claims for damages, under said act, Lhad to be
presented within two years from its passage. .

The sum of 671,000 has also been appropriated by Congress for the removal of said
Indians, and for subsisting them in their new homes.

By act of Congress, entitled ““.\n act to anthorize the Sceretary of the Interior to
discharge certain obligations of the United States to the creditors of the Upper aund
Lower bands of Sioux Indians,” approved May 16, 1374 (Stat., 18, p. 47), the sum of
$70,000 was appropriated for payment to the creditors of said Indians arising under the
treaty of June 19, 1858.

Congress also, by an act for the relief of Hans C. Peterson, approved March 3, 1877
(Stat., 19, p. 549), appropriated the snm of $2,283.92, This was for damages and in-
juries to Peterson’s property done by the Indians during the said Sioux outbreak.

It appears by a letter from Hon. E. M. Marbhle, Acting Coinmissioner of Indian Affairs,
addressed to Hen. Angus Cameron, a member of the Senate Committee on Claims,
under date of February 5, 1821, that no other or further sums have been appropriated
for the benefit of said Sioux Indians which are properly chargeable to the said confis-
cated funds and annuities.

As alveady stated, the aggregate amount of the said confiscated funds and annuities
was $5,631,900. .

The aggregate amonnt of the sums appropriated by the United States for the benefit
of said Indians, as herein before shown, 18 $1,913,657.92. The difference between these
two suwms, viz, $3,718,242.08, is the balance of said confiscated funds and annuities now

remaining in the Treasnry of the United States.

At the time of the said Sioux outbreak the persouns for whom this bill proposes to

- make provision were in business as Indian traders on the reservation occupied by said
Indians. Thesc traders were all duly licensed by the Commissioner of Indian Affairs
to trade with the Indians. . The most of the traders had been ecugaged in trading with
the said Indians for quite a number of years.

The ordinary course of business was this, that is to say: the traders sold and deliv-
ered to the Indians upon credit such goods and commodities as they desired to pur-
chase, with the agreement that the aggregate amount of the indebtedness thereby
created would be paid by the Indians to the traders out of the first annuities there-
after paid to them by the United States. This course of business was known to the
regident Indian agents and to the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, and approved by
them, respectively.

At the time of the outbreak the Indians were indebted to the traders in the sum of
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