
University of Oklahoma College of Law University of Oklahoma College of Law 

University of Oklahoma College of Law Digital Commons University of Oklahoma College of Law Digital Commons 

American Indian and Alaskan Native Documents in the Congressional Serial Set: 1817-1899 

1-31-1883 

Alleged shelling of Alaskan villages. Letter from the Secretary of Alleged shelling of Alaskan villages. Letter from the Secretary of 

the Treasury, in response to a resolution of the House of the Treasury, in response to a resolution of the House of 

Representatives relative to the alleged shelling of two villages in Representatives relative to the alleged shelling of two villages in 

Alaska by the revenue cutter Corwin. Alaska by the revenue cutter Corwin. 

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.law.ou.edu/indianserialset 

 Part of the Indigenous, Indian, and Aboriginal Law Commons 

Recommended Citation Recommended Citation 
H.R. Exec. Doc. No. 9 Pt. 4, 47th Cong., 2nd Sess. (1883) 

This House Executive Document is brought to you for free and open access by University of Oklahoma College of 
Law Digital Commons. It has been accepted for inclusion in American Indian and Alaskan Native Documents in the 
Congressional Serial Set: 1817-1899 by an authorized administrator of University of Oklahoma College of Law 
Digital Commons. For more information, please contact Law-LibraryDigitalCommons@ou.edu. 

https://digitalcommons.law.ou.edu/
https://digitalcommons.law.ou.edu/indianserialset
https://digitalcommons.law.ou.edu/indianserialset?utm_source=digitalcommons.law.ou.edu%2Findianserialset%2F3375&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/894?utm_source=digitalcommons.law.ou.edu%2Findianserialset%2F3375&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:Law-LibraryDigitalCommons@ou.edu


47TH CoNGRESS, }HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. { Ex. Doc. 9, 
2d Session. Part. 4. 

AFFAIRS IN ALASKA. 

LETTER 
FROM 

THE SECRET.ARY. OF THE TREASURY, 
TRANSMITTL.'\'G 

Resolution of the Board of Trade of Portland, Oreg., in 'i'elat,ion to the 
recent sheUing of an Indian villa,ge in Alaska by United States forces. 

JANUARY 31, 1883.-Referred to the Committee on the Territories and ordered to be 
printed. 

TREASURY DEPARTMENT, Janua'i·,'IJ 29, 1883. 
SIR: Referring to this department's letters to you of the 20th of De­

cember last, I have the honor to inclose herewith a copy of a resolution 
of the Board of Trade of Portland, Oreg., dated the 13th instant, touch­
ing the action of Commander Merriman in regard to Alaskan matters. 

Very respectfully, 
OHAS. J. FOLGER, 

Secretary. 
Hon. J. W. KEIFER, 

Speaker House of Representatit,es, Wa.sl~ington, D .. 0. 

Resolu,tions of the Board of Trade of Portland, 01·eg. 

At a special meeting of the Board of Trade of Portland, Oreg., held on Jannary-
13, H383, the following preamble and resolutions were adopted: 

Whereas the Board of Trade of Portland, Oreg., has for many years observed with 
concern and regret the state of lawlessness and violence which has existed in the 
Territory of Alaska; and 

··whereas said lawlessness has culminated in the recent seizure and threatened mas­
sacre of American citizens by the Indians of that region; and 

Whereas the greater portion of the trade with Alaska is controlled by the mer­
chants of Portland, members of this board, who are thus vitally interested in the 
preservation of peace and good order in that Territory; and 

Whereas the board has heard with mnch sMisfaction of the action of Commander 
Merriman in punishing the insubordinate Indians, in rescuing the American citizens, 
and in the preservation of American property above referred to: Therefore, 

Be it 1·esol1Jed by the Board of Trade of Pot·tland, Dregon, That we highly commend 
the course pursued by Commander Merriman in suppressing the above attempt at 
violence, and in chastising the refractory natives. 

Resolt,ed, That Commander Merriman took the only proper means to render life and 
property safe among the Indians of Alaska. 
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Resolved, That our thanks are due, and we hereby tender the same, to Commander 
Merriman for his prompt and vigorous action in the premises, whereby life and prop­
·erty have been rendered secure, and the majesty of the law vindicated, as far a.s is 
possible in the absence of any form of civil government, the establishment of which 
has long been denied to our appeals. 

Resolved, That a copy of the foregoing preamble and resolutions be properly ct>rti­
ned to and sent to Commander Merriman, and similar copies to the honorable the 
Secretaries of the Nav:y and Treasury. 

True copy. Test: 

.(SEAL,] 

0 

DONALD MACLEA Y, 
P1·esidtmt. 

F. K. ARNOLD, 
Secretm·y. 
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