University of Oklahoma College of Law

University of Oklahoma College of Law Digital Commons
American Indian and Alaskan Native Documents in the Congressional Serial Set: 1817-1899

4-22-1882

Message from the President of the United States,
transmitting a communication from the Secretary
of the Interior, recommending an amendment to
section 2142 of the Revised Statutes of the United
States

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.law.ou.edu/indianserialset
Part of the Indian and Aboriginal Law Commons
Recommended Citation
H.R. Exec. Doc. No. 181, 47th Cong., 1st Sess. (1882)

This House Executive Document is brought to you for free and open access by University of Oklahoma College of Law Digital Commons. It has been
accepted for inclusion in American Indian and Alaskan Native Documents in the Congressional Serial Set: 1817-1899 by an authorized administrator
of University of Oklahoma College of Law Digital Commons. For more information, please contact darinfox@ou.edu.

47'l'H CoNGRESS. } HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES.

1st Session.

PERSO~AL

Ex. Doc.
{ No.181.

.ASSAULTS IN THE INDIAN COUNTRY.

MESSAGE
FROM THE

PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES,
TRANSMITTING

A comrnunication from the Secretary of the Interior, recornmending an
amendment to section 2142 of the Revised Stat~ttes of the United States.

APRIL 22,

1882.-Referred to the Committee 011 India11 Affairs and ordered to be printed.

To the Senate and House of Rep'resentatives:
I transmit herewith a communication, dated the 15th instant, from the
Secretary of the Interior, with draft of bill and accompanying papers
touching the amendment of section 2142 of the Revised Statutes of the
United States.
The subject is presented for the consideration of Congress.
CHESTER A . .ARTHUR.
EXECUTIVE MANSION,
April 21, 1882.

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,
Washington, April 15, 1882.
SrR: I have the honor to submit herewith for your consideration an
amendment to section 2142 of the Revised Statutes of the United States.
I also submit for your information and consideration a copy of a report from the Commissioner of Indian .Affairs, with inclosure therein
noted, in relation to the action of" Hippy," a Cheyenne Indian belonging to the Cheyenne and .Arapahoe Agency, in Indian Territory, which
will represent the class of cases desired more particularly to be reached
by the amendment presented.
There does not appear to be any penalty, except that for a case of assault, provided under existing law for offenses like that complained of
by Agent Miles in the papers presented, and yet very grave results
might ensue by reason of inadequate punishment or no punishment at
all in such case; and at the same time the agent's or employe's life
might be imperiled or severe bodily harm incurred if no action was
taken.
If, however, the agents and employes of the goYernment are amply
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protected in the performance of their duties, it will conduce greatly to
the peace and good order of the reservation, and could not but result
beneficially in restraining the lawless, both Indians and whites. in places
where stringent laws are ofttimes needed.
'
The attention of Congress is respectfully recommended to the proposed
measure.
I have the honor to be, sir, ver.r respectfully, your obedient servant,
S. J. KIRKV\TOOD,
Secretary.
The PRESIDENT.
DEP.A.R1'MENT OF THE IN1'ERIOR,
OFFICE OF INDIAN AFFAIRS,
Washington, March 21, 1882.
SIR: I have the honor to inclose herewith a copy of a letter, dated
14th instant, from John D. Miles, United States Indian agent at the
Cheyenne and Arapahoe Agency, Indian Territory, giving an account of
an attempt upon his life by "Hippy," a Cheyenne Indian belonging to
his agency, and who, as appears, is now in confinement in the guardhouse at Fort Reno. I do not favor the plan suggested hy Agent Miles
for the punishment of this Indian, i.e., confinement at Fort Leavenworth
for five years. The treaty of October 28, 1867, with the Cheyenne and
Arapahoe Indians (15 Stat.~ p. 593) is identical in its provisions with
the Sioux treaty of April 29, 1868, (ld., p. 635), so far as the punishment
of crime is concerned, and it will be recollected that under date of August
25, 1881, the honorable Attoruey-General coincided in your opinion, as
expressed in a communication of the 22d of same month, that it was
perfectly competent for the United States courts to take cognizance of
the alleged murder of Spotted Tail by Crow Dog, and the United States
district court for the first judicial district, Territory of Dakota, has since
so decided.
It is therefore respectfully submitted that " Hippy" should be tried
by the civil authorities, and to this end I respectfully recommend that
the honorable Attorney-General be requested to direct the United States
attorney for the western district of Arkansas to take the proper action
toward bringing him to trial. It is suggested, also, tiJat the honorable
Secretary of War be requested to direct the commatHling officer at Fort
Reno to hold said Indian in custody until the U nite(l ctates attorney
can arrange for his remova1 to Fort Smith.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
H. PRICE,
Oa.mmissioner.
Hon. S. J. KIRKWOOD,
Secretary of the Inter·ior.
lJNITim STATES INDIA:\'" SERYICE ,
CHEYENNE AND ARAPAHOE AGEXCY,

Darlington, Idaho, March 14, 1882.
Sm: It becomes my duty to report the arrest of" Hippy," a r:heyenue Indian, who
· is now confined in the guard-bouse at :F ort Reno. About four years ago this same man
made unreasonable demand of John H. Seger, who was a.t that time in charge of
t.b e a.gency school as superintendent, and upon the refusal of Mr. Seger to comply
with Hippy's dictation, be made an a~sault on Mr. Seger with a knife, aud would have
killed him bad he not successfully resisted the strokes of his knife. I caused his arrest to be made at that time, and he was, at my request, confined in the post guard-
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house at Fort Reno until he gave assurance that he would "keep tb.e peace," \Yhich
he did under solemn promise.
J<'or some montbs past he (Hippy) has condnc~ed himself very ngly, and at some times
very defi:mt, and on every occasion where opportunity offcrod he con'ltituted himself
the champion of all the discontents, and as tht:>re was no limit to his abuse it has been
exceeflingly nnp!easant to m1•nage him, anrl these who would under better influence
be easily mauagwl. He had workeil himselfup in the 1 elief that he could compel the ·
agPnt aud emplo~· cs to do as he might l>id, and refusing to do this he threa·eued violence.
On the otb instant, at the beef corral while the issue was in progress, he took it into
his bands to compel and to itssrre a~ he might dictate, and finally with pistol and knife
made an unreasonable demand which was refused, and serious trouble was ouly avoided
by my keeping out of his way. From and after this time until the lOth instant, he
carried with him his pistol and knife intent upon blood. On the evening of the 8th
be was in the house of John F. Williams, agency blacksmith, and exhibited his weapons, which he angrily saitlu·ete for the agent, and he intended to use them ou the least
provocation. Mr. Williams asked him to relate his grievances. The principal ones
were that "the Cheyennes propose now to dictate their own terms," next be claimed
that the agent was the cause of the identification and banishment of the Cheyenne
prisoners to Florida at the close of the war of 1874, and also that the agent was responsible for the reduction in beef rations, restricting the weekly deliveries to an average
of 125,000 pounds, and even less than that amount since Little Chief and party left for
the north. In all these grievances, imaginary or real, he could always find a response
from some. Mr. Williams endeavored to reconcile him by stating that the arrent was
the representative of the President (or, as they say, w·ashington), and to do the agent
an injnry wouLd ue the same as to insult or injure "Washington." To this he made
quick reply by saying that he would "be glad to kill 'Washington,'" and then referred, with apparent pleasure, to the assassination of the President, and the murder
of Agent Meeker by the Utes, and he thought it would be a good idea for the Indians
to remove all the agents.
This will give you an idea of the condition of this man's feelings, and as Mr. Williams and others, including some Indians and the interpreters, assured me that the
man rea,Jly meant to do rue an injury, it becomes my duty to decide between two ex})ediencies: one was to let him run at large and suffer the consequences from him, or
to secure his arrest aud take our chances from outside pressure. I called to my office
privately the captain of the Indian police, and laid the matter before him, and he
preferred rot to act, but assured me there wonld be no trouble if he was arrested by
the whites. I called on Major Randall, commanding Fort Reno, and he, with myself,
agreed t·hat. the arn·st conld be made best with least excitement to the Indians by employes, with the understanding that the major would be ready to co-operate 011 short
notice should the friends of Hippy take the matter up.
On the morning of th., 9th, the agency employes (whites) equipped themselves privately, and secrrtly watched his every movement until such t,ime as we conld get
him alone if possible. During the lOth he spent the great.er portion of the day in the
stores. In leaving his lodge in the morning, he put on his war paint aud told his
women that he was ''going up to the agency to die," that he "would kill the agent
and then he would be killed." About 5 p.m. hA was seen to examine his pistol and
then proceed to my ofHce, which he reached with the evirlent purpose of taking my
life. This move was exactly what we wauterl, as it placed him iu the tral' set for
him, and in three minutes' time he was double shackled, and in a wagon en 1·onte to Fort
Reno, and before a single Infliau knew it at the agency he was lodged in the guardhouse at Fort Reno. By the use of a rag sufficiently large to fill his mouth he was
not permitted to call for help to his frienlls who were within reach of his voice. A
few of his followers might have come to his rescne had the arrest been made in their
presence. All this was avoided, and the effect of the arrest has been very salutary,
and we have seldom received such words of approbation from the Cheyennes as we
have for this act.
[Only] Hippy's son and onA other relative "Veiu" have shown any signs of disapprobation. They have demanded the return of the pistol and knife, and his release in
a given time. To these demandsireferthem t.o your decision. I tell them they must
have known that Hippy was carrying them to kill the agent and would, b.v this knowledge, be in a measure responsible, accountable for the contemplated murder. On this
point I desire that you be explicit in your instructions, as these people must be educated in the laws governing accessory crimes.
.
I have in my possession the pistol and knife taken from his person at the time of his
arrest and will hold them for future consideration. Major Randall has suggested that
Hippy be sent to the military prison at Fort Leaven worth, and at his suggestion I
have made request through him to the department commander that he be immediately
removed to said prison for a term of not less than.five yem·s. In this I trust we shall
have your indo~sement. I cannot too strongly urge upon the department the neces-
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sity for immediate action. A few days' delay will give time for demands to be made
for his release, and other complications may come up, while on the other band, promptness a.n d decision will give us greater influence for good over these people than we
have bad for years.
Very respectful] y,
JOHN D. MILES,
Indian Agent.
Hon. H. PRICE,
Commissioner Indian Affairs, Washington, D. C.

A BILL to amend section twenty-one hundred ancl forty-two, relating to the goYernment of Indian
country.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in
Cong1·ess .assembled, That section twenty-one hundred and forty-two, relating to the
. government of Indian country, is amended to read as follows:
SECTION 2142. Every person who shall as8ault an Indian, or other person, and every
Indian who shall assault a white, or other person, within the Indian country, or within
the limits of an Indian reservation, or lands especially set apart for Indian purposes,
and not within the jurisdiction of any State or Territory, with a dangerous weapon,
with intent to kill or maim the person so assaulted, or who shall attemvt to incite insubordination or disturbance among any Indians, or lletween any Indian or Indians,
and the lawfully constituted authority of any Indian agency, or make any demonstration of intent to assault an Indian agent, or an agency employe, or threaten the life of,
or to inflict bodily harm upon an agent or agency employe, shall be arrested, and, upon
conviction of either of said offenses before the United States court having jurifldiction in
the case, shall be imprisoned at hard labor for a period of time not less than six months,
and not more than three years, except in an aggravated case, when the term of imprisonment shall be within the discretion of the court, not exceeding five years.
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