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6 UTE INDIANS.

through the valleys of Western Colorado. Moreover they mistrusted their ability to
meet the responsibilities of the new mode of life outlined for them in the agrecment,
and they had fears as to the fidelity with which the government wonld fulfill its part of
the agreement. With a sad expression of countenance and with a voice which im-
pressed every oue present, Sapavanari, when about to touch the pen, said ‘it was the
best they could do, though not just what they wanted.” And Ignatio, when in the act
of signing the instrument of ratification, remarked to ns in a very impressive manuer
that ““it was the desire and hope of all the Indians that the commissiouers would be
carefnl to see that the government faithfully fulfilled and carried out its part of the
agreement.”

The Indians were assured that so soon as the agreement was ratified the Commission
would advise the department of the fact, and request that the funds appropriated
should be distributed per capita withount delay. Our arrangements were wade with
General Pope for two military escorts and transportation to leave Alamosa at the same
time, one going to the Los Pinos and the other to the Southern Agency with the quota
of money to make the payment at each. With but slight delay the journey was made
to the Southern Agency and the quota of money due the Indians there was distributed
among them. It was deemed prudent at that time to delay the visit to the Los Pinos
Agency, becanse of the excitement which followed the killing of Chief Chavanaux’s
son by a freighter and the subsequent killing of the latter by the Indians. Hence the
money did not reach the Uncompahgre until the 7th day of December, when the In-
dians were collected and it was without delay distributed among them. The portion
of money due the White River Utes remains unpaid. These Indians are now, as we
are informed, on the Uintah Reservation. Had we been able to carry out the original
plan for the distribution of the money, the work could have been completed in time
to have given at least one month to the exploration of the valleysof the La Plata and
Grfra,uthivers in Colorado and New Mexico and Utal, and the country in the vicinity
of each.

Being unable to do this, we are therefore not in possession of such information as
to warrant us in giving yon an approximate estimate of the quantity of land in these
valleys and the country adjacent thereto that can be brought into a state of culbiva-
tion. We feel, however, qnite sure that it will be necessary to gobeyond them and into
the valleys of other streams in order to find sufficicnt agricultural and grazing land
onwhich to Jocate the Sonthern and Uncompahgre Utes. The White River Utescan,
we think, be furnished with the necessary quantity ot such lands within the Uintah
Resgervation. We are notaware that the Uintah Indians willmake any objection to the
location of the White River Indians on their reservation, and yetin the fnture trouble
Tnay arise, since in the annual payments to the White River Indians of the one-sixth
of the money that will come to them from the agreement, the Uintah Indians will
not participate. The Uintah Indians were partics to the treaty of 1868, as well
as to the agreement of 1873, known as the Brunot agreement, and as late as Octo-.
ber, 1878, they were regarded as having an interest in the Ute Reservation in Col-.
orado, and by their chiefs and headmen gave their assent to such arrangements as.
were then in contemplation for the surrender of so much of the same to the govern-
" ment as was situate south and west of the San Jnan mining district. If it be assumed.
that their present reservation is an equivalent for their interest in the reservation in
Colorado, and now the larger portion of the Uintah Reservation is to be occupied by
the White River Indians, and the land assigned to them in severalty, it is respectfully
suggested that the Uintah Indians should have such compensation as would place.
them on an equal footing with the Southern Uncompahgre and White River Utes,

In the act of June 15, 1880, it is provided that after the completion of the allotment
and patenting of the lands to the Utes they shall be snbject to the civil and criminal
laws of the State or Territory in which they may reside, with the right to sue and be:
sued in the courts thereof. We fear that serious evil may result from this provision
of the law. During the paternal relation that will exist between the government and
the Indians for a nnmber of years, we think they had better remain subject to the
laws of the United States, as provided by the treaty of 1868, With exterior boundary
lines distinetly marked aronnd the territory in which these Indians will be located
on their allotted lands, and the laws of the United States extended over such terri-
tory, they wonld be frce from much of the annoyance and injury that evil-minded
persons might snbject them to through the process of the State or Territorial tribunals.
We deem this especially important in view of the radical change proposed, whereby
the Indians are to occupy their lands in severalty, and we think they sheould be
molested as little as possible until they have had time to adapt themselves to the new
mode of life. *

It was by your instructions made our duty to use any possible effort to secure the sur-
render of such of the White River Indians as were guilty, or who were implicated in
the murder of Agent Meeker, and the murder of, and outrages upon, the employés at
the White River Ageney on the 29th of September, 1879. This we did, but without













10 UTE INDIANS.

Los Pixos AGENCY, Coro., July 20, 1880,

Sir: In compliance with your instructions the following weekly report is submitted :

The interpreter whom the Commission sent for and the Indians desired did not ar-
rive until the 16th instant. On Satarday the 17th an informal council was held with
several ot the chiefs and principal men of the Uncompahgre Utes, and it was arranged
that the opening council with all the Uncompahgre and such of the White River Utes
as were then present should be held on Wednesday the 21st instant.

The Commission have felt some embarrassment since its arrival here from the fact
that the agent had not, until last Saturday, any instructions touching its mission or
the aid he was to render. On that day he received a telegramn authoriziug him to pur-
chase flour, &c. Moreover, in our correspondence with General McKenzie, it was
found that unless he had orders from higher authority he cannot comply with all the
Commission require.

This agency is in General McKenzie’s distriect and the Southern Agency in that of
General Hatch., We are advised by General McKenzee that he can comply with onr
requests for transportation and escorts within the limit of his districts only. We sup-
pose the same rule will govern in the district of General Hatcl. .

In the opinion of the Commission it would be impracticable for ns to move with the
escort and transportation of one general to the limits of his distriet there to meet with
the case of another general. ~ Hence, it seems desirable that General McKenzie be au-
thorized to furuish transportation, escort-, tents, and some saddle horses when re-
quired, to any point, whether in or out of his district, whenever requested so to do by
the Commission. ’

In order to give efficiency to the Commission and prevent delay, I am dirceted to
respectfully request that such orders may be obtained from the War Department as
will insure the necessary military transportation, escorts, &ec., at snch times and to
all places the Commission may be reqnired to visit; and further, that the Indian
agents may have authority given them to render all needful aid and to purchase such
supplies as may be necessary to ration the Indians when in council on the agreement
or when the enumeration is being taken.

Mr. Stickney is very sick.

Very respectfully, yonr obedient servant,
GEO. W. MANYPENNY,
Chairman Ute Commission.
Hon. C. ScAHURZ,
Secretary of the Interior, Washington, D, C.

[Telegram.]

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,
Washington, July 21, 1830.
GEORGE W. MANYPENNY,
Ute Commission, Los Pinos Agency, via Lake City, Colo. :
Instructions were given to military last Monday, by War Department, to furnish
transportation, escort, and tents for Commission.
A, BELL,
Acting Secretary.

[Telegram.}

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,
Washington, July 29, 1330.
GEORGE W. MANYPENNY,
Chairman Ute Commission, Los Pinos, Colo., via Lake City :

The following just received from Secretary Schurz, in reply to your telegram of 27th,
announcing fourth council : -

‘“The severalty policy is one of the essential things of the agreement, and cannot be
given up. Douglass’ release is out of the question, and everything must be done to
get the other guilty parties. The Commission must show tlie greatest firmness and
energy in that respect, and appeal to Ouray, who is bound to give them his influence.
There must be no vacillation about the main points. As to lands on the Gunnison,.
they must judge of the necessities of the case. The Commission was not sent to dis-
cuss the provisions of the agreemeut with the Utes, but to ask them to accept or reject
it.  This alternative they must propose and insist upon. They cannot change the law
in any essential point.” )

A, BELL,
Acting Secretary.




























































































































UTE INDIANS. 51

fermation received here is to the effeet that these officers did all they could fto save
the life of the white man reported killed, instead of putting it in peril. Mob violence
nsed against these men wonld in all probability be followed by other lawless acts, dis-
turbing the peace between the Indians and the whites; and there appears to be rea-
son to fear that in this way an Indian war may be brought on, sure to result in the
loss of hundreds of lives and many millions in money, and great disaster to the indus-
tries ‘of Colorado. The military as well as the civil officers on the reservation have
Deen iustructed to use every possible effort to restrain the excitement of the Indians,
and to provent a collision. Everything is being doune on our part to avert from Colo-
rado the calamities of an Indian war. Permit me to express the hope that the State
authorities of Colorado will join their earnest etforts to ours by repressing whatever
lawless spirit that, according to current rumor in the newspapers, there may be ex-
isting among the population on the borbers of the Ute Reserve.
C. SCHURZ, Secretary.

[Western Union Telegraph Company. Dated Denver, Colo., October 15, 1880.]

Hon. CARL SCHURZ,
Secretary of the Interior, Washington, D. C.

It is true that great excitement prevails in Western Colorado over the circumstances
connected with the killing of the Ute and the subsequent murder of young Jackson by
the Indians. Shortly afrer the news reached me of the trouble on the reservation I
appointed two trustworthy men to examine into all the facts of these homicides, aud
to report the circumstances to me. They have not yet reached Denver, or made their
reports. There are but five persons living who were present when the Indian was
killed, four white and one Indian. The statement of the four white men who were
present is as follows :

They say that the Indian who was shot, first began firing at the whites; that the
white man ran behind the wagons to avoid him; and that young Jackson, seizing a
rifle which was in a wagon, shot at the Indian in self defense. This was about half-
past seven o’clock in the evening, when it was quite dark. The Indian and his com-
panion rode off, and the freighters did not know that he had been even wounded,
until the next day. When then arrested by Agent Berry the agent had 15 soldiers
with him, and about 125 armed Indians were also present. Young Jackson was dis-
armed by the agent, and placed in custody of the 15 soldiers. About 200 Federal
soldiers, who were being moved from the reservation, were camped that night near
where the prisoner was in custody. Jackson implored their protection from the
Indians until he could be safely lodged in jail in Gunnison City, the county seat, to
await his examination and trial. The agent refused to allow this protection, and per-
mitted the detachment of soldiers to depart, retaining only 15 soldiers to defend the
prisoner against the fury of over 100 armed Indians,

It is stated that the agent said the troops were there to protect the Indians, and not
the whites. Yonng Jackson was tarned over to Cline, Hoyt, and Holmes, to be taken
about 60 miles, to Gunnison City, nearly half of this distance being over the reserva-
fiou.

Cline, Hoyt, and Holues state that they were ambushed after going three miles, and
that Jackson was taken away by the Indians. Captain Cline states, in explanation
of his conduct, that unless the agent had surrendered Jackson to him to be escorted
Dby these men to Guonison City the Indians would have immediately massaered the
15 soldiers, the 10 or 15 other white men there, aud Cline’s own wife, children, and
grandehildren. If these statements ave true, there is not a civilized community in
the world that wonld not thrill with horror and indignation that a man who had
been compelled to take the life of an Indian to save his own life should be denied the
protection of his government, and turned over to be tortured and killed by savages.

The people of the State desire peace, but they believe this tribe has all the savage
instincts of their race; that especially since Quray’s death they neither fear nor re-
spect the power of the general government; and that so long as they remain in the
State they are a constant menace to the safety of the white men, women, and children
upon their border. They have seen year after year numbers of white people mur-
dered by the tribe, without any successtul effort being made by the general govern-
ment to punish the guilty parties. Only last year Mr. Meeker and his associates at
White River were massacred in cold blood, and none of the murderers have lLeen
brought to justice, unless Douglass, who is confined at Fort Leavenworth, was one of
them.

Jackson, who killed the Indian, as he claims, in self-defense, was swiftly arrvested
by the government agent, and while a disaried prisoner, ready to meet any charges
against him, and demanding the protection of this government, was taken away by
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