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4 PROPOSED INDIAN RESERVATIONS.

ans by the interested action of white men ; and especially to the conduct
of their ex-agent, Park Winans, in procuring a change of reservation
through selfish motives; and to the more important fact that the reser-
vation as now located is in a frigid and high Jatitude, where farming is
_ impossible, while the lines of the reservation cut the Indians off from

the Columbia River and remove them from the Spokane River, the only
sources from which they could procure a livelihood by fishing, game
being mnearly exhausted; so that without fish or game, and in a
location where farmin g isimpossible, as proven to by white men, who hav-
ing settled on the new reservation, and abandoned the country on account
of frost, &ec. X

The act of compelling these Indians to go to the reservation west of
the Columbia River is either to annihilate them or make them a per-
petual tax on the Government; while they are industrious and desire to
make their own living by work.

The commission recommends to the Government that these Indians
be permitted to remain where now situated, for the reasons set forth in
General Shanks’s report to the cominission, herewith filed as stated, and
that the Loundaries thereof be as follows: Beginning at a point in the
channel of the Columbia River, opposite the mouth of the Okinakane
River; thence up the center of the channel of the Columbia River to a
point opposite the mouth of the Spokane River; thence up the center
of the channel of the Spokane River to the mouth of Hangman or Lotow
Creek ; thence up the center of Hangman or Lotow Creek to the line di-
viding Washington and Idaho Territories, as recently surveyed ; thence
south on said line to the top of the ridge between Hangman or Lotow
Creek and Pine Creek ; thence easterly along the summit of said ridge
to a point which is five miles in a direct line east of said territorial line ;
thence in a direct line north to the dividing line between the United
States and British Columbia; thence west along said line to the Okina-
kane River; thence down the center of the channel to the place of be-
ginning.

That this reservation shall be a permanent reservation—a home for
the following tribes, and such parts of these tribes as may be proper,
namely, Ceeur d’Alénes, Upper and Lower Spokanes, Calispells, Pend
d’Oreilles, Kootenays, Lakes, Colvilles, San Poels, Methoms, and
Okinakanes—ten in all.

A reference to Geeneral Shanks’s report to the commission will explain
this matter more in detail.

The commission is informed of the following facts by aun order from
the Commissioner of Indian Affairs:

Odenal, then superintendent of Indian affairs of Oregon, and J. B.
Monteith, Indian agent at the Nez Percé reservation, were directed to
negotiate with the Cceur d’Alénes, and to set off a reservation for
them.

Odenal did not go to see these Indians, but it is stated that he made &
report to the Department from information received of D. P. Thompson,
but without counseling with J. B. Monteith. Under the instructions to
the commission to visit the Indians in Idaho, Shanks and Bennett, in
company with J. B. Monteith, agent, met in council the Ceeur d’Alenes
at Hangman or Lotow Creek, on the 29th day of July, 1873, and entered
into a written agreement with the Ceceur d’Alénes for a reservation,
conditioned that it should be approved by Congress. This agreement is
in the hands of J. B. Monteith, and, perhaps, has been reported to you.

The commission did not desire to go beyond its authority in this mat-
ter, and only joined Mr. Monteith as there seemed to be a necessity for







6 PROPOSED INDIAN RESERVATIONS.

12. These Indian tribes are now situated adjacent to each other and have been so
since time immemorial.

13. These tribes speak the same language, the same as spoken by the Flatheads and
Ceur d’Alénes.

14. The Kootenays, who were not in the council, but who reside in Northeast Wash-
ington, North Idaho, and Northwest Montana, speak the same language and should be
included with these tribes.

15. These tribes desire reservation together, beginning as follows: At a point in the
channel of the Columbia River opposite the mouth of the Okinakane River; thence up
the center of the channel of the Columbia River to a point opposite the mouth of the
Spokane River; thence up the center of the channel of the Spokane River to the mouth
of Hangman or Lotow Creek thence up center of Hangman or Lotow Creek to the line
dividing Washington and Idaho Territories, as recently surveyed ; thence south on said
line to the top of the ridge betweentHangman or Lotow Creek and Pine Creek; thence
easterly along the summit of said ridge to a point which is five miles in a direct line
east of said territorial line ; thence in a direct line north to the dividing line between
the United States and British Columbia; theuce west along said line to the Okinakane
]]Jiiv'er ;, thence down the center of the channel of said Okinakane River to the place of

eginning.

16. Thgse Indian tribes propose surrendering their title to all the country south and
cast of the country as named. This gives the United States all that beautiful country
along Pine Creek,‘ and from the Pelluce to the proposed line which you have seen and
which is more valuable than all they desire to retain.

" 17. They ask no mouney or clothing; all they wish is that their homes e secured to
em.

18. They say if the United States has money to give, let it be given to the whites
}flor their improvements. The Indians will make their living if protected in their

omes.

19. The country they wish to retain is, with the exception of the Colville and Hang-
man’s Creek Valleys, mountainous and poor, except small spots; but the fishing 1is
good, and it is their cherished homes and much desired by them.

20. It would be expensive, troublesome, dishonorable and wicked, to drive these poople
away from their homes, where they have lived from time immemorial, to give place to
cunning men who have supplanted them and procured the action of the Government
against them.

21. None of these Indians have been in hostility to the Government at any time ex-
cept the Spokanes and Ceeur d’Alénes; and they ouly were when they defeated Step-
toe; and were in turn conquered by General Wright.

22. These people generally dress as white people do, and are anxious to improve in
agricultural pursuits. They ask for nothing but their homes and for these they plead
as children. There has been no treaty with these tribes, for whom this reservation
1s proposed, and their title to all the country from Steptoe’s Butte to the }'lathead coun-
try, and British line, and to the Sierra Nevada, to Snake and Pelluce River is theirs.
vet. t'All this is to e relinquished by themn except that included in the proposed res-
ervation.

I left General Milroy at Colville on the 14th of August, 1873, preparing to carefully
examine that part of the new reservation lying west of the Kettle River ; this part of
it, lying between Kettle and Columbia Rivers, having been examined by Mr. Milroy,
Simms, and myself, as stated above. General Milroy will make report to the Indian
Departient of his further investigations, to which I respectfully ask attention.

The Colville agency is one difficult to manage, for the reason that it is not on a reser-
vation. The reservation was changed from east to west of the Columbia River by
executive order, but the Indians, and consequently the ageucy, remain east of the Co-
lumbia River at Colville, within the limits of the reservation as first set off. This
leaves the agent no controlling power over bad white men who may wrong or intrigue
with the Indians, other than such as the courts can give under the intercourse law,
leaving the agents or courts no power to prevent the association of bad white men
with the Indians under his charge.

The better class of white people see and feel the effect of this condition of things,
and have spoken to me of it quite freely.

At the general council held near Kettle Falls on August 12, 1873, Antoine, chief of
the Colvilles, speaking for his people who reside in the Colville Valley and around
Colville, and the old trading-post where the council was held, said (among other things
of deep interest) to General Milroy, Agent Simms, and myself, “ We want you to take
our part, the liquor is coming up to our knees; we tie our people up for drinking, but
the whites do mnot tie up or punish their people for selling liquor to Indians. I wish
you who come from Washington would take our part and stop this selling liquor to
us.”

Another ground of serious complaint is the prostitution of their women by bad
white men under the plea of marriage. These white men take the advantage of the
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