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2 CHEROKEE NATION.

sively that the “memorial” is an attempted fraud upon the Congress of
the United States. Add to this the fact that several of the names have
never appeared upon the census-rolls of the Cherokee Nation as citizens,
but are and have been reported as intruders to the United States agent
for removal, and you have the motive of those who are trying to en-
gineer themselves and their schemes into notice at the expense of others
standing in the way of their selfish masters, who, having failed to real-
ize their longings for Indian lands by the passage by Congress of some
one of their many ¢ territorial” schemes, now secretly, by thrusting
these vagabonds forward, endeavor to obtain the same result by par-
alyzing the operations of the Cherokee government, upon the pretext
of redressing some imaginary irregularity in the administration of the
same.

The undersigned have no disposition to go into the details of the me-
morial by going back in national history beyond the period of the tlood
for the purpose of gratifying the malignancy of the traitorous few who
malign their country and race to gratify personal animosities. Nor
would we be drawn into this response but for the assurance that non-
citizens of the Indian Territory, men as sordid as the corporations they
represent, have adopted this means for overthrowing the government
of the Cherokee Nation.

As to the charge of usurpation of the executive power of our nation
by the present incumbent, Hon, William P. Ross, we may be permitted
to say that the election of an officer of the Cherokee Nation is not a
matter to be reviewed by any authority other than that of the Cherokee
Nation. We claim and believe that he was elected to the office he now
holds in strict compliance with one of the plainest provisions of the con-
stitution of the Cherokee Nation. We have only to say that no party,

“or even a faction large enongh to be worthy of notice, has ever called
in question the authority, or right to his seat, of the present chief execu-
tive of the Cherokee Nation.

The Cherokee Nation has for some time devoted its efforts to the es-
tablishment of certain educational and charitable institutions, especially
to the ones designed for homes for the orphan and indigent children of the
nation, and for the blind, aged, insane, &c.; and if in furtherance of
this, to us, laudable desire, large sums of money have been expended,
the responsibility is not entirely with Mr. Ross, but must be shared in
by the national council authorizing the expenditure. True, he has done
much to enlarge the means of education, to perfect a better system, and
to lead his people to a higher civilization. These are the real crimes
against which his enemies so persistently direct their efforts. The found-
ing and endowment of institutions of learning and charity, and the
steady advancement of the people of the Territory in all the elements of
.civilized life, are so many obstacles in the way of disturbing the present
relations of the people of the Territory to the Government; hence these
attacks and aspersions. As to his connection with the orphan asylum
and funds, there is nothing of which he, or those he represents, have
cause to be ashamed. It is true there was a difference of opinion as to
location, and as to the persons or religious sects to have whole or partial
charge. All these questions are settled. Any attempt to unsettle the
matter would only defer the erection of these institutions and postpone
‘their organization indefinitely. So far as the property purchased for
the orphan asylum is concerned, we will only say that it cost twice as
much as it was bought for, and will be one of the most valuable endow-
ments of that institution. Work has been actively going on on the two
seminary buildings, the orphan asylum, and the home fov the blind, in-
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