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14 REPORT OF UNITED STATES COMMISSIONERS TO TEXAS.

Jacinto Hernandez follows a herd of stolen cattle to the river. They
were taken trom near Reytamitas by the Lubos or Lugos and their tol-
lowers.—(See deposition No. 169. )

Inspector Thomas C. Sheldon, United States customs service, on duty
March 4, 1871, near Banco ranch, in Texas, saw eighty arined men eross-
ing a berd of about five hundred cattle, and was warned by a friend not
to approach, as the thieves were looking tfor him.  Many of the thieves
thus engagzed were soldiers nider General J, N, Cortina’s cenunand.—
(See deposition No., 8.)

1872,

Captain Sabas Garcia, Mexiean army, brags that he erossed four hun-
dresl stolen cattle from Texas into Mexico on another occasion, on July
5, 1872.—(See deposition No. 8.)

Iaspector Sheldon, on April 1, 1872, sleeping at Rueias ranch, on the
Texan side of the river; in a corral, was awakened near daylight by the
noise of shots, and saw filty armed Mexican thieves pass, driving about
four hundred stolen cattle, which they erossed sunceessiully.  The in-
spector, being alone, could not prevent the raid.—(See deposition No. 8.)

Aantonio Gutierrez, on I'ebraary 10, 1872, stopped Mexicans driving
away some stolen ea ttlv recapturing cight bol(m“in(' to Alexander Wier-
biski and two o’ Vera br others. —(See (l(‘})\)\ltl(hl V0. 10.)

W. D. Thomas, on February 25, 1872, went to Stillwan’s rancl, and
found people excited, from three to four hundred cattle, driven by
thieves from Mexieo, having passed.  [ITe endeavored to raise men to
pursue them. TIailing in this, wasshot at by the thieves as he proceeded
on his journey, but followed at a distance the stolen Lerd, which passed
by Irwin’s ranch, going toward Mexico.—(See deposition No. 16. )

Thaddeus Al. ]Jm(.’ee, Justice of the peace, sent wen to recapture a herd
of stolen Texan cattle, which were being driven away by a band under
Rafael. Tive hun(lled cattle were recaptured, the thieves escaping.—
(See deposition No. 21.)

Thaddeus M. Rhodes, justice of the peace, sent ancther po%e to pursue
Mexican thieves under the same leader, Rafael. One hundred cattle
were crossed by them at La Bolsa; some broken-down cattle were recap-
tured.—(See deposition No. 21.)

Alexander M. Sanders saw many stolen Texan horses in Camargo,
Mexico. Cortina’s orderlies and soldiers were mounted on them.—(See
deposition No. 28.)

Antonio Tigerina testifies that, in February, 1872, armed Mexican cat-
tle-thieves gathered a herd of T(a\qu cattle near his ranch, ten or twelve
miles from Brownsville.  Having alarmed his neighbors, he proceeded
to Matamoras and found seme of the thieves selling a portion of the
stolen herd to Dyonisio Cardenas, a butcher, (now alealde of Matamoras.)
Obtaining assistance from the police, he searched for the remainder of
the cattle, having friends with him. I‘in(liuo' them at Carriola’s, (another
dealer’s,) <md bcluu fired on by the thieves, Tigerina and friends charged
the thieves and recovered the cattle.— (See deposition No. 51.)

Antonio Tigerina was at the fight with Mexican cattle-thieves at the
Calaboso rancho.—(See deposition No. 31.)

Inspectors Handy and Sheldon, United States customs serviee, saw sev-
enty to eighty armed Mexicans,in March, 1872, on the Mexican bank of
the riv er, opposite Floridas re mcho. These men had five to six hundred
stolen cattle in their possession.  Men were in military nniforms, armed
with sabers, revolvers, and repeating weapons.  Covering parties were


















200 REPORT OF UNITED STATES COMMISSIONERS TO TEXAS,

of much an important character as to entitle it, in cur judgment, to very
great consideration at our bands.

When hides, imported into this country through the custom-houses

u the trontier of Texas, are entered, they are at once inspected, as to
the brauds they bear, by inspectors appointed under the cattle and hide
inspection laws of Texhs. An examination of the results of these in-
spections, as put in evidence by the record kept Ly the cattle and hide
inspector of the district of Cameron County, Texas, shows that of the
numberof hides entered at the custom-house at Brownsville from Mexico,
iully 25 per cent. bore the brands of Texas stock-raisers, and that at
least 25 per cent. bore brands that had evidently been altered oy other-
wise defaced.

The evidence of all the witnesses examined before the commission on
this point, establishes the fact that Texas cattle are never sold in any
nambers, it at all, fo go to Mexico; and that cattle are worth on an
average $10 & head more in Texas than they are sold for in the markets
on the northern frontier of Mexico. In the customs district of Brazos
Santiage, comprising the Lower Rio Grande, the records show an entry
of 272,256 hides, imported from DMexico from 1866 to 18725 while the
vecords of the district of Corpus Chuisti, the outlet of the ports of Rio
Grande City, Roma, Carrizo, and Laredo, show an entry of 138,688 Leet-
Lides imported from Mexico through the above ports.

This documentary evidenee bears with great weight on the extent and
character of the depredations that have been committed on the people
living on the frontier of Western Texas, and when taken in connection
with the fact that the importation of hides from Mexico into the United
States through these frontier ports is but seldom done, save when the

arrying tonuage between Mexican ports and the commercial centers of
the United btateﬁ and Kurope is insufficient to meet the demands of
shippers, it bears lmp(lli,l(ll witness of the extent and proportions of tuo
trattic WhlL."l is carried on in the hides of animals stolen from American
OwWners.

Where the entry of hides imported from Mexico at one American
port, as in the case of Brownsville, shows that, of the whole number
entered, at least 25 per cent. bore American brands, and that at least as
large a per cent. bore brands that had been altered and otherwise defaced,
and this in the face of the customs officers of the United States, and
the cattle and hide inspectors of Texas, it would not be unreasonable
to estimate at a much larger per cent. the hides bearing American
brands whieh have been exported from Mexico direetly to Kurope, New
Orleans, New York, aud other markets.

The commission was unable to examine the records of the ecattle
and hide inspection district of Nueces County, and consequently are un-
able to report the per cent. of the whole namber of beet-hides import: d
from Mexico, through the custom-house at Corpus Christi, which borve
American brands.  The cattle and hide inspection law of Texas has
been in operation but little over a year, and owing to defects in it which
- prevented the recovery of stolen cattle and the seizing of stolen hides,
powers of attorney being reguirved, and the distaunce being so great be-
tween theranches scattered here and there over a frontier several hundred
miles in length, this law, as a means for suppressing erime awd detecting
the thieves that infest the Rio Grande frontier, has, in a measure, been
barren of results. It has not unfrequently occurred that men charged
with the daty of enloreing this law have given false inspection-certifi-
cates, and assisted in every way in their power men notoriously known
to be engaged in Laying and selling stolen hides. In one instaunce,






















































38  REPORT OF UXNITED STATES COMMISSIONERS TO TEXAS.

Rosa, in the State of Coaliuila, from which point they raid on the Upper
Rio Grande Valley. They ave fostered by the State authorities, and
refuse to return to the United States.

About December 1, 1871, they raided into Texas, killed one or two
herders in the employ of Don Santos Benavides. They plundered and
returned to Mexico, being trailed by Sefior M. Castaiiedo, a Mexican
customs official, as far as their camp in Mexico.—(See deposition 1;
see deposition of Sefior Castaiiedo in Doc. 14, taken before S. Jarvis.)

Thomas F. Wilson, United States consul at Matamoras, confirms the
above. Witness saw at “El Sauz” rancho, thirty-five miles above
Laredo, a man dangerously wounded by Kickapoos, who had attacked
and robbed the ranch the day before—disgnised Mexicans supposed to
have been of the party. There is a track of sixty to eighty miles of river
frontier between IE1 Sauz rancho and Eagle Pass nntenanted on account
of the continual raids of these Indians. The Carrizo rancho is strongly
guarded and fortified against these continual incarsions.—(See depo-
sition No. 2.)

Thaddeus M. Rhodes testifies that the Carrizo Indians are noted cattle-
thieves. Rafael or Boca Chica, one of their chiefs, was a great thief.

In 1852 Indians from Mexico raided into Texas and broke np a grow-
ing settlement at IEdinburgh, murdered about ten Americans, and in a
skirmish wounded one of a party of rangers, sent to pursue them.
State troops were called out at heavy expense, and kept in service four
or sixmonths. The Indians were from La Bolsaand San Lorenzo, Mexico.
The State expended $80,000 in detensive measures, and the pilfering of
these scattered Indians from the Mexican side has been kept up ever
since.—(See deposition No. 21.)

Alexander M. Suanders testifies that the Comanche Indians murdered
Anastasio Cancamuela and others at Gonzaleiia ranch, attacking it in
1838.

Lonis McGrath and wife were murdered by Comanches, near Laredo,
in 1858.

Comanches also murdered a number of shepherds in 18538, in Texas.

In 1860 three persons traveling from Corpus Christi were killed by
Indians from Mexico, near Encinal, in Starr County. These Indiansalso
attacked Spencer’s ranch.—(See deposition No. 28.)

Apollinurio Hernandez testifies that the Carrizo Indians from Tam-
aulipas, Mexico, are cattle-thieves, and raid into Texas.—(See deposition
No. 37.)

James Low testifies that in September, 1870, a band of Kickapoo
Indians murdered, at San José ranch, Texas, Thomas and Sarah String-
field, wounded their eldest daughter and carried away two sous into cap-
tivity, aged respectively two and eight years.—(See deposition No. 216.}

The Indians referred to above passed out of Texas into Mexico, and
were trailed by abandoned animals, &e.—(Letter of Major T. . Ander-
son, Tenth Infantry,to acting assistant adjutant general Department
of Texas, October 16, 1870.

Documentary veferences.

1. Series of reports and tables showing continual murder, theft, and
outrage on the Upper Rio Grande, the result of Indian depredations
from Mexico, as well as details of Indian incursions in other parts of
Texas.—(Document 14, current file, United States comnission.)

The Lipans raid on Texas from Mexico, are backed by Mexican author-
ities ; these.officers are notified of their grave responsibility by Captain
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