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42D CoNGREss, } HOU8E OF REPHESENTATIVES. 
3d Session. {

Ex. Doc. 
No.183. 

REMOVAL OF GREAT AND LIT'rLE OSAGE INDIANS. 

LETTER 
FROM 

'THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR, 
RELATIVE TO 

An appropriation of $1,240,000 for the renwval of the Great and Little 
Osa.ge Indians from Kansas, in conformity to law and tr·eaty stipula-
tions. · 

FEBRUAHY 8, 1873.-Referrcd to the Committee on Appropr iat ions aud ordered to be 
printed. 

DEPARTMENT 0]' THE INTERIOR, 
lV ashington, D. C., February 4, 1873. 

8rR: Jn conformity to law and treaty stipulations, the Great and Little 
Osage Indians have been removed from Kansas and located upon lands 
in the Indian Territory, ceded by the Cherokees, under the treaty of 
19th July, 1866, for the s.ettlement of friendly Indians. 

The area of country selected for the Osages is, in the absence of plats 
of survey, estimated to contain I,G50,529 acres; and, in order that the 
·Cherokees ma;v be paid for the land thu~ occupied by the Osages, it will 
be necessary that an amount sufficient for the purpose should be trans
ferred from the moneys received from the sale of the Osage lands to 
the credit of the Cherokees, and the sum be placed at the disposal of 
the Secretary of the Interior, to be in investe<l as is provided .in the 
twenty-third article of the trea ty aforesaid. 

I have the honor to transmit herewith a copy of a report, dated the 
29th ultimo, from the Acting Commii'!sioner of Indian ~ffairs, which 
presents a statement of the facts in the case, together with an amend
ment to tlJe appropriation bill now pending before Congress-the same 
to be inserted after line 9G3 of said hill, as it passed the Senate-wbich 
is considered necessary to enable this Department to comply with the 
provisions of the twenty-third article of the treaty referred to. 

I will remark while it is lJelieved the sum of $1,240,000 will t3 suffi
cient for tlJe purpose, the amount named in t·he amendment submitted 
by the Acting CommisRioner was not ehanged, as the language, "or so 
much thereof as may be necessary," \li'ill restrict the Department to the 
.specific amount required, wb~n the exact area of the tract and the price 
to be paid therefor are determined a11d .fixed. 

Very respPctfully, your obedient sernmt, 
0 . DELANO, 

To the SPBAKER 
· Secretary. 

. of the House of RepYesenta,Uves. 



2 REMOVAL 01<~ TilE GREAT AND LITTLE OSAGE INDIANS. 

DEPARTMENT OF THE IN'l'ERIOR, 
OFFICE OF INDIAN AFFAIRS, 

Washington, D. C., Januc(,ry 29, 1873. 
SIR: I haYe the l~onor to state that the Cherokee treaty of 1866, (Stat. 

at Large, vol. 14, p. 799,) ceded to the United States, for the settlement 
of friendly Indians~ all the lands of the Cherokees west of the 96th me
ridian. The 12th section of the act of Congress approved June 15,. 
1870, (Stat. at Large, vol. 16, p. 362,) proYided for the sale of the Osago 
land~ in Kansas, the removal of these Indians to homes in the Indian 
Territory on the Cherokee ceded lands, and the payment o~1t of the pro
ceeds of t.he sale of the said lands in Kansas for the lands thus to be oc
cupied by the Osages in the Indian Territory. The act of Congress ap
proved June 5, 1872,- (Stat. at Large, pamp. ed., p. 228, ) confirmed to the· 
Great and Little Osages that portion of the Cherokee lands referred to. 
in said t.reaty of186G, lying bet\-veen 96° west longitude and the Arkan
sas River. 

The number of acres thus confirmed cannot now be definitely ascer
tained, in the absence of some of the plats of suryey, but the ~area, as. 
nearly as can be, is estimated at 1,630,529.03 acres, which, at the rate of 
one dollar per acre, (which is probably as high a rate as will be decided 
upon,) would amo.unt in round numbers to $1,650,600, a sum that will be 
sufficient to make payment for the same. 

That the Cherokees may receive pay for the lands thus sold to the 
Osages, it will be Hecessary that s~tid sum of $1,650,600, or as much 
thereof as may be required, should be transferred from tile amount re
ceived for the sale of the Osage lancls, as aforesaid, to the credit of the 
Cilerokees, and this sum placed at the disposal of the Secretary of the 
Interior, to enable him to invest the sum as provided in the 23d article 
of said Cherokee treaty of 1866. 

I have, therefore, caused to l:)e prepared and inclosed herewith an 
amendment to the Indian appropriation bill 119w pending before Con
gress, the same to be inserted after line .963 of said bill as it passed the 
Senate, and respectfully recomme1Hl that the same be laid before that 
body for its favorable consideration and action. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

The Hon. SECI~ET.AR Y OF TIDTI lNTEiuon. 

H. H. ULUM, 
A.ct,ing Commissionm·. 

P1·oviiled, Tha.t the Secretary of tbe Treasury is hereb.v authorized and directed to 
transfer from the proceeds of sale of the Osage Indian lands in Kansas, made in ac
cordance with tht) twelfth section of the act of Congress approved .July fifteenth, one 
thousand eight hundred and seventy, tbe sum of one million six hundred and :fifty 
thousand six hundred dollars, or so mnch thereof as may be necessary, and to place the 
same on the books of his Department to the credit of the Cherokee Indians, in accord
ance with the act of Congress approved Jnne fifth, one thousand eight hundred and 
seventy-two, entitled ''An act ro coufirrn to the Great and Little Osage Indians a reser
vation in the Indian Territory," and the acts of Congress anJ. treaties therein mentioned 
and referred to, whenever the amonnt to be so transferred shaH l1e certified to the said 
Secretary of the Treasury by the Secretary of the Interior. And the Secretary of the 
Interior is hereby authorized to draw from tbe Treasury, by requisition in clue form, the 
amount so transferred, and invest the same in United States rcg;stered stocks, in accord
ance with the provisions of the twenty-third a.rt.icle 0f the Cherokee treat.y of .Jul. 
nineteenth, one thonsanc1 eight hnnclred ancl sixty-six. 
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