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IIOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. Ex. Doc. 
No.103. 

HESEitV~\TIO~ FOR PEJ1BINA I~DIANS. 

FR0:\1 TilE 

ACTING SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR, 
TR.\.XS:\II'fTIXG 

An cstimctte for appropr~cttion of $35,000 for the pur·chase of one township 
of Zemel in White Eat·th resen,ation,for the use of the Pembina bancl of 
Chippewct Indians. 

1 73.-Referred to the Committee on Appropriations anu orucred to be 
printed. 

DEP AR'l':;.\IENT OF TIIE INTERIOR, 
1Vashington, D. C., Jctnuary 13, 1873. 

Sm: I haYe the honor to transmit herewith a copy of a communica
from the Acting Commissioner of Indian Affairs, dated the 11th 
nt, together with copies of the papers therein referred to, recom
·ng that the snrn of $33,000 be appropriated, to enable the Indian 

Bureau to purchase one township of land in the \iVhite Earth reserva
tion, for the use and occupancy of the Pembina band of Chippewa 
Indians, and to establish said band upon the land so purchased. 

The letter of Agent E. P. Smith, herewith inclosed, describes the con
dition of these Indians, and shows the necessity, in view of the influx of 
white settlers in Northwestern :Minnesota and Northeastern Dakota by 

opening· of theN orthern Pacific Railrmtd, for early action, to prevent 
difficulty between the Indians and the settlers. 

I therefore respectfully ask that the fav-orable consideration of Con
may be given to the subject, with a view to the appropriation of 

amount asked for. 
Very respectfully, yonr obedient senTant, 

Hon. JAJIES G. BLAINE, 

B. R. COWEN, 
Acting Secretary. 

Speaker U. S. House of Representatives, Washington, D. C. 

DEP ART:\IE:NT OF THE INTERIOR, 
OFFICE OF INDIAN AFFAIRS, 

Washington, January 11, 18'73. 
Sm: I ha,Te the honor to inclose herewith a copy of a communication 

Agent E. P. Smith, dated the 17th ultimo, relative to the wretched 
hopeless condition of the Pembina baud of Chippewa Indians. 



·2 PEMBINA INDIANS. 

Some of these Indians arc now on the White Earth resernttion in 
Minnesota, and others desire to rernoYe there. They haYe no riglits to 
any portion of this reservation, or even to reside upon it without per
mission from the lVIississippi bands of Chippewas, to whom it belongs. 
The last-named bands are willing to sell one township of said reserva
tion, which will be sufficient for the Pembiua baud, for the sum of 
$25,000. This sum would enable the agent to carry on the improve
ments that have been commenced on said reserYation, in erecting houses 
and opening farms for the :Mississippi bands, a measure "·hicll slwuhl by 
all means be carried on to completion. . 

Should this sum of $25,000 be appropriated for the purchase of a 
tract of land from the J\iississippi bands of Chippewas for the Pembina 
band, the agent reports that the further sum of $10,000 will be required 
to establish the last-named band upon the tract purchased. 

The Pembina band of Chippewas have for several years been a great 
annoyance to the settlers in Northwestern :Minnesota and Northeastern 
Dakota, and since that section of country has been opened up by the 
Northern Pacific Railroad passing through it, resulting in an influx of 
whites, this annoyance bas increased, and great danger is apprehended, 
unless prompt action be taken to remedy the e\il, of serions trouble be
tween them and the settlers. 

In view of the foregoing, an<l approyiug tile agent's reeommcnda
tions respecting the matter, I haYe caused an estimate to bo prepared 
for the sum necessary to be appropriated to accomplish the objects de
sired, and respectfully recommend. that the same be submitted to Con
gress for its fayorable consideration and action. 

Yery respectfully, ~-our obedient sen-ant, 

The Hon. SECI:E'l'ARY OF TilE INTEI~IOIL 

H. H. UI; Ul\1, 
Acting Commissioner. 

U.~:TJED S'L\TES l.l\DBX AGEXCY, 
BEcKEil cousT:t, :nrrxxEsoT.\, 

Tl'hite Earth, December 17, 18i2. 
Sm: I respectfully invite the attention of the Commissioner to statements in my 

annual report respecting the Pembina, Chippe"·as. 
These Indians, in their present condition, are extremely wretcheu and entirely hope

less, and are also a constant annoyance to the settlers who are now coming into the 
country opened up by the North Pacific Railroad. These Indians have no right in the 
country whore they are roaming, and, practically, are 'vithout a home. 

In tho treaty of H364 with the Red Lakes and Pembinas, the country cet1et1 iucludml 
a portion of the country occupied by the Red Lakes, and all of Pembina, so that, while 
nominally they may haye a right in the Red Lake reservation, the right is not ac
knowledged by the Red Lakes, and the Pembinas would uo.-cr think of intruding 
themselves upon them. Some of this band are already on White Earth resenation, and 
others haYe tol<l me they desire to como. The ·white Earth Indians are willing to sell 
them a township of land, which will be sufficient for their occupation, for the sum of 
twenty-five thousand dollars, ($25,000.) , 

I therefore respectfully recommend, as the easiest solution of the difficulty respcctin~ 
these Indians, that this purchase be made from the White Earth Indians, the purchase
money to be expended in improvements at White Earth, nuder the direction of the 
Commissioner, and that the Pembina Indians be brought to White E~uth. 

If this action is taken, a further appropriation of $10,000 will be required for im
provements to establish the Pembinas upon the resen-ation. Besillcs being an indis
pensable aid to tho Pembinas, the purchase-money will be of great Yalue to the ·white 
Earth rcserYation, in carrying on improvernents tllat arc alread,y commeucct1 and neces
sary for otller 1nt1ians entitlrd to be remo,·ctl by treaty. 



PEMBINA Il\'DIANS. 3 

I earnestly hope this matter may receive the favorable consideration of the Indian 

I am, very respectfully, yonr obedient servant, 
EDW'D P. SMITH, 

Unitecl States Indian Agent. 
lion. F. A. vVALJDm, 

Commissione1· Indian Affairs, Washington, D. C. 

Estimate of appropriation required jm· the benefit of the Pembina banc1 of 
Chippewa, Indians in lliinnesota. 

Fur this amount, or so much thereof as may be ret]_uired, for the pnrcbase from 
the Mississippi bands of Chippewa Indians one township of Janel in the 
White Earth reservation in Minnesota, for the use and benefit of the Pembina 
band of Chippewas ....••.................... _. _ ..... _... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $25, 000 

For this amount, or so much thereof as may be necessary, to aiu and assist the 
Chippewas of the Pembina band in establishing tbemsel ves upon the 'Vhite 
Earth reservation in Minnesota . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10, 000 

35,000 

c 
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