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DURFEE AND PECK. 3

[Indorsement.]

IForr BERTIIOLD AGENCY,
Fort Berthold, D. T., October 27, 1870,

tespectfully forwarded to Hon. J. A. Burbanls, governor and ex-officio
superintendent Indian aftairs.

I think Messrs. Durfee & Peck would abate a part it net all of the
within amount of rent it the buildings were purchased on or betore the
Ist Januavy, 1871,

W. CLIFFORD,
Captain United Ntates Ly and Indian -dgent.

EXEcUTiveE Orrice,
Yankton, D, T., Norember 17, 1270,

Sin: I Lhave the honor to transmit herewith letter of Messes. Durive & Peck, dated
October 20, containing a proposition to sell the property owned by them at Fort Ber-
thold, together with the indorsement of Agent Cliftord thereon. The subject is one
deserving of special ad innnediate attention.

By a letter from this office of the 29th ultimo, forwarding one from Agent Clittord,
dated September 21, the elaims of the Indiaus at Fort Berthold concerning their res-
crvation, and the importauee of taking some action toward settling them quietly upon
their lands, or a portion of” theni, and securing to them the benetits adready made by
them previons to the building of the Northern Pacific Railroad, was Iaid before you.
1t these Indians are to e permitted to remain there, as they desirve to do, their improved
Iands, with such amount unimproved as may be necessary, should be secured to them.
The purchase of the buildings which are now only rented for ageney purposes would
also go far toward sceuring this end, and in satistying the Indians of a disposition to
properly eave for them.

The agent states that the buildings could not be put therve for less than 525,000, and
it would seem from the enumeration of them, and the remote position of the post, that
this estimate is none too Iarge.  They are, however, ottered for the sunt of =16,000, and
would answer all the purposes of i ageney tor several years to come. The Govern-
ment is now paving a yearly vental of #3,500, nearly one-fourth ot the sum asked for
a portion only of these buildings.  The agent also =tates that il the purchase should
he made previous to the Ist of January next, the proprictors would, he helieves,
remit a large part of the halt year's rent which will have acerued at that time, it not
the whole of it. From an cconomic point of view, therefore, as well as for the other
considerations named, it is quite important that some action should be taken to secure
this purchase it possible, unless it shall be determined to remove the Indians to some
other point.  In that event, of conrse, these reasous given for making the purehase
would all fail.

Very respectfully, vonr obedient servant.,

JOLIN A BURBANK,
Gorernor and ec-officio Supcrintendent Tndian A ffairs.
Hon. J. 8, Panrkuex,
Conanissioner of Indian Aftairs, Washington, . C.

Forr Berrnornn, Dykors TeERRITORY,
Oclober 20, 1570,
NIk Rome months sinee we made fo you a proposal for the sale of certain build-
ings to your agency.  Weagain have the honor to submit to you another proposal, en-
bracing all buildings in onr possession at this point, consisting of the following de-
seribed property :
One stockaded fort, 120 by 135 feet, comprising the tollowing huildings:
1.
. Oue oftice, 20 by 16 teet, of lwn timber, 3 windows awd tloor, sawn lnmber.
One dwelling, 20 hy 16 feet, of hewn timher, 2 windows and tloor, sawn Tumber.
. One dwelling, 20 by 16 feet, of hewn timber, 2 windows and floor, sawn lmuher.
. One dwelling, 20 by 12 feet, of hewn timber, T window and floor; sawn lumber,
5. One dwelling, 20 by 12 feet, of liewn timber, 2 windows amd Hoor, sawn Tnmber.
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6. One dwelling, 20 by 14 teet, of suwwn timber, 2 windows and tloor, saown Tumber.

2
. One dwelling, 20 by 15 feet, of’ svwn timber, 3 windows and floor, sawn limber.
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