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2 CAPTAIN SAMUEL ADAMS.

existed only in the imagination of those seeking to practice a gigantic
fraud upon the Government. In proportion as the steamer ascended the .
river; in that proportion were means the most revolting in their character
adopted to prevent the success of the enterprise, by frequent eftorts to
injure her boiler, fire her cabins, destroy her machinery, and by cutting
down the timber for miles along the most destitute localities, that sufﬁ'
cient wood might not be obtained for steam purposes.

These are Dut few of the efforts which were made by those interested
in misrepresenting the Colorado River. In my communication in the
Scientific Press, of San Francisco, and in other papers published in that
city, (now in my possession,) I have given the facts in full. As we ap-
proached localities said not to be navigable, the river increased in depth
from the fact that it became narrower, and was confined generally for
the last 100 miles within a succession of caions, where the rock in many
places on both sides arose perpendicularly from 800 to 1,000 feet.

At these places we unexpectedly found the current to run but 24
miles per hour, with the exception of the rapids, where the fall was from
18 inches to 4 1eet in frem 120 to 400 yards. The steamer was 130 feet
in length, towing a barge 136 feet, with over 100 tons of freight, and
passed Explorer’s Rock before we were aware of the fact. This was
the same where the steamer Explorer, 54 feet long, of Lieutenant Ives’s
expedition, struck and returned.

1 made an examination of this rock, and found it to be 2 inches under
the surface, 1 foot across the top, in the shape of a cone. On each side
of this there was a smooth current of water from 90 to 150 feet in
breadth, the water running 23 miles per hour, with an average depth of
from 6 to 15 feet.

The most difticult rapids we encountered were Roaring Rapids, the
engraving of which is given in Lieutenant Ives’s report; the steamer
and barge were seven minutes in ascending these; the fall was here 4
feet in 120 yards, when we entered upon a smooth sheet of water. At
this point we met several persons coming down the river from Callville,
who informed us that the parties who haa expected the freight by the
steamer had left, in consequence of having received letters nmn those
who had oppowd the enterprise from the hr.st informing them that the
steamer was broken down and the expedition nbmldoncd.

The steamer, barge, and cargo theu descended the river to Eldorado
Canon, where Captain Trueworthy and I crossed the country to Salt
Lake City, arriving in time to read the telegraphic dispatches from San
Francisco confirming the foregoing unfounded letters. T'rom this place
to Salt Lalke we found an excellent road, capable of being traveled at
all seasous of the year. Along this are situated forty-two beautiful
cities and towns, coutaining about 69,000 inhabitants, the inhabitants
living in brick, stone, and adobe houses. Cotton and woolen mills were
in snceessful operation, while the green fields of grain and cotton, and
the fruit trees, gardens, and vineyards presented a cheerful appearaiice

- as_they suddenly burst upon our view, By the success of this trip up

thie river it was demonstrated that goods could be delivered at Callville.

320 miles from the mouth of the river, at all Seasons, from San Fran-
cisco or New York, at 4 cents per pound, or 12 cents to Salt lLake
" City, making a difference in favor of this route of 20 cents per poand.
On our retmn to San Francisco, the most violent efforts were again re-
newed to prevent the facts respecting the success of the expedition
being brought to the public. Suits were instituted against Captain
Trueworthv for over one year by the Combination Navigation Company
to prevent him returning to the Colorado River.






4 CAPTAIN SAMUEL ADAMS.

along the entire length of the Colorado and its tributaries, when it is
taken into consideration that more copper ore alone is taken out of a
single locality -of one-half mile square than all the steamers on the river
can convey to the Gulf, where it commands $200 a ton. At the mouth
of the Colorado there is a safe harbor, six miles in length, capable of
receiving ships drawing 24 feet of water; this Captain Trueworthy and
I entered the first time three years since.

From a point 25 miles above this harbor a valley extends on each
side of the river trom 7 to 12 miles, and running along the same for a
distance of over 100 miles. The soil is remarkably rich, and capable of
the highest state of cultivation. This is demonstrated by the immense
yield under the imperfect system adopted by the Indians. Along the
river above are also valleys, from 10 to 20 miles in length, with an
abundance of timber, (cotton, willow, and muskeat;) at Buckskin Moun-
tain, about 800 miles from the mouth of the river, there is an abundance
of the finest pine on each side of the same.

The lumber used at the present time along the Colorado is brought
from Oregon, and commands $200 per thousand feet.

By tne opening up of the Colorado River, Government has already
saved thousands of dollars in the transportation of military stores, and
a fresh impetus is given to the resources of Arizona. .

Three years since two steamers could do the trade: now cight are em-
phyed, and unable to do the business.

Thirty-seven ships and one ocean steamer have gone to the mouth of
‘the river within six months, while the trade of San Irancisco has in-
creased within the same time over one million and a half.

These are but a few of the results following the enterprise ot navigat-
ing the Colorado.  Since its inauguration, every obstacle which power

61 mouey could bring into requisition has been brought to bear to defeat
©its success, and to wmisrepresent the most important river flowing into
the Puacific Ocean.

I feel that it is impossible for me to do justice to the important sub-
ject to which I have called your attention. I amn satisfied, if another
-exploration is ordered, that it will have the grand result of proving the
misrepresented stream to be the central route which is to connect us
more firmly in the bonds of common nationality, and of reflecting honor
upon your administration.

Feeling assired that you will give this subject the consideration it
demands, I have the honor to be, very respecttully, .

SAMUEL ADAMS.

Hou. E. M. STANTON,

Seeretiry of Wer.

CONCURRENT RESOLUTIONS tendering thanks to Hon. Samuel Adams and Captain
Thomas Trueworthy.

Resolved by the House of Represenlatives, (1he council concurring,) That the thanks of
this legislature are due and hercby tendered to Hon, Samuel Adams and Cuaptain
Thomas Trueworthy for their untiring energy and indomitable enterprise as displayed
by them in opening up the wavigation of the Colorado River, the great natnral thorough-
fare of Arizona and Utal Territories. }

Resolred yurther, That these resolutions be spread upon the records of this house, and
that the same be printed in the Avizona Miner.

JAMES 8. GILES,

Speaker of House of Representatives.
HENRY A. BIGELOW,

President of the Council.
A true copy of the original en file in my offige. '
HENRY W. FLEURY,

Assistant Secretary of the Terrvitory.
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