University of Oklahoma College of Law
University of Oklahoma College of Law Digital Commons

American Indian and Alaskan Native Documents in the Congressional Serial Set: 1817-1899

3-17-1871

Heirs of Benjamin W. Ladd. petition, papers, and statement of
facts, in the case of the heirs of Benjamin W. Ladd

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.law.ou.edu/indianserialset

b Part of the Indigenous, Indian, and Aboriginal Law Commons

Recommended Citation
H.R. Misc. Doc. No. 14, 42nd Cong., 1st Sess. (1871)

This House Miscellaneous Document is brought to you for free and open access by University of Oklahoma College
of Law Digital Commons. It has been accepted for inclusion in American Indian and Alaskan Native Documents in
the Congressional Serial Set: 1817-1899 by an authorized administrator of University of Oklahoma College of Law
Digital Commons. For more information, please contact Law-LibraryDigitalCommons@ou.edu.


https://digitalcommons.law.ou.edu/
https://digitalcommons.law.ou.edu/indianserialset
https://digitalcommons.law.ou.edu/indianserialset?utm_source=digitalcommons.law.ou.edu%2Findianserialset%2F1909&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/894?utm_source=digitalcommons.law.ou.edu%2Findianserialset%2F1909&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:Law-LibraryDigitalCommons@ou.edu








































14 HEIRS OF BENJAMIN W. LADD.

of public lands, good and bad, was two dollars. The snbsequent reduction ought not
1o aticet us, because 1t was not onr fault but the act of Government, which prevented
« sale when the price of good land in that country was at least three-fold what it now is.
1t it be not improper or too much trouble, would you inform me what my Jand has
Deen valued at? .
Be good enough to lay this before the President.
: P. DODDRIDGE.
The COMMISSIONER of the General Land Ofice.

No. 6.

WaASHINGTON Crry, December 6, 1824.
Sirz: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your favor of the 3d instant,
with the copy of the report of the commissioners appointed in pursnance of au act of
the last session of Congress to value the lands lying between the lines of Ludlow and
Roberts, elaimed by virtue of locations made upon Virginia military land warrants,
and sold by the United States, and your statement showing the valuation of each mili-
tary snrvey, as reported by the said commissioners.

. In answer to that part of your letter which asks information as to the portion of
these lands which I elaim, and upon what terms I will relinquish them to the United
States, I can state that I claim the whole of the land embraced in the first report of
the commissioners aforesaid, with the exception of survey No. 6,927, of 700 acres, sold
and conveyed by me to Philip Doddridg.; which is 13,375 acres, valued at $50,940 25,
My title papers will be exhibited at the General Land Office whenever required.

T am willing to trausfer or relinquish these Iands to the United States for the amonnt
at which they were valued by the commissioners.

DUNCAN McARTHUR.
GEORGE GRraHAM, Esq.

No. 7.

Rey~oLps, Plaintiff in Error,
s, Opinion of Snp. Conrt.
MCARTHUR, Deft. in Error.

This is a writ of error to a judgment rendered by the supreme conrt of Oliv for the
county of Champaign, in an ejectment, in which the lessee of Dinuean McArthur was
plaintiff, and Jolm Reynolds was defendant. The plaintiff claimed the laud in contro-
versy under a patent, issued on the 12th day of October, 1812, founded on an entry,
made in the year 1810, on a military land warrant, granted by the State of Virginia,
for services during the war of the Revolution, in the Virginiz line on continental
establishment.

The title of the defendant is thus stated : The land was sold by the United States at
their land office in Cineinnati, in the year 1805, to Henry Vamreeter. It reverted to the
United States in the year 1813, on acconnt of the non-payment of the purchase money,
and was again sold during the same year, at the sane office, to Ilenry Vanmeter, to
whom o certificate of sale was issued, which he afterward transferred to the defendant,
Jolm Reynolds.

The verdict aud judgment were in favor of the plaintift in the State court. At the
trial the counsel for the defendant moved the conrt to instruet the jury on several
points made in the cause, and excepted to the refusal of the conrt to give these.instruc-
tions. The judgment of the State court, having been against a title set up under sev-
eral acts of Congress, is brought before this court by writ of error, that the construetion
put on those acts by that court may be reéxamined. The inquiry will be whether the
court onght to have given any one of the instructions which were required.

The several prayers for this purpose will be considered in the order in which they
were made.

1st. The first instruction asked is, “That the lands west of Ludlow’s line, east of
Roberts’s line, and south of the Indian boundary line, had been withdrawn from appro-
priation nnder and by virtue of military land warrants prior to the year 1810 ; and
that, as the same had, pursnant to the acts of Congress in such case made and provided,
been directed to be surveyed and sold, and had accordingly been snrveyed and sold to
the defendant prior to the year 1810, the plaintiff’s patent is void, and their verdiet
onght to be for the defendant.”

This motion does not qnestion the bounds of the lands reserved by Virginia for mil-
itary bounuties; but, supposing the tract of country west of Ludlow’s line. east of
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