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407H CONGRERS, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. Ex. Doc;
2d Session. } { No. 310.

GREAT AND LITTLE OSAGE INDIANS.

MESSAGE

FROM THE /

PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES,

IN REFERENCE TO

A treaty now being negotiated with the Great and Little Osage Indians.

JUNE 11, 1863.—Referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs, to investigate, with authority
to send for persons and papers, and ordered to be printed.

To the House of Representatives :
In reply to the resolution of the House of Representatives of the 1st instant,
I transmit herewith a report from the Secretary of the Interior in reference to
a treaty now being negotiated between the Great and Little Osage Indians and
the special Indian commissioners acting on the part of the United States.
ANDREW JOHNSON.
WasHingToN, D. €., Jure 10, 1868.

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,
Waskington, D. C., June 9, 1868.

Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge, by reference from you, the receipt of
a preamble and resolution of the House of Represeatatives as follows :

‘Whereas the Indian tribes of the United States have no power by treaty to dispose of’
their lands except the power of cession to the United States, and whereas a treaty is now
being negotiated between the Great and Little Osage Indians and the special Indian com-
missioner, acting on the part of the United States, by which eight millions of acres of lands
belonging to these Indians are to be transferred to the Leavenworth, Lawrence and Galves-
ton Railroad Company, in contravention of the laws and policy of the United States affecting
the public domain: Therefore,

Resolved, That the President of the United States be requested to inform this house by
what anthority and for what reasons the said lands are to be disposed of as above recited,
and not ceded to the United States and made subject to their disposition.

This department is not advised whether the recitals in the preamble are or not
true. No information, either official or unofficial, Las reached the department to
that effect.

The 4th section of the act of Congress of March 3, 1863, entitled ¢ An act
making appropriations for the current and contingent expenses of the Indian
department, and for fulfilling treaty stipulations with various Indian tribes, for
the year ending June thirtieth, eighteen hundred and sizty-four,” provides,
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No. 2.

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTEKIOR,
OFFICE OF INDIAN AFFAIRS,
Washington, D. C., December 2, 1867.

Sir: I have the Lonor to enclose herewith a letter from Superintendent
Murphy, dated the 15th ultimo, relative to the affairs of the Osage Indians,
making a statement in regard to the necessity of negotiating a new treaty with
them, and recommending that a delegation of the tribe be permitted to visit this
city for that purpose.

Theve can be no doubt but that it would be for the interest of these Indians,
as well as of the white settlers in Kansas, if a new treaty could be made with
them. Frequent reports have been received at this office of the whites encroach-
ing upon these Indians, and settling within the limits of their present reserva-
tion. If a treaty were made, by which they could be moved out of Kansas, and
into the Indian territory, I am satisfied that it would be to the advantage of
both parties, and therefore have no hesitation in recommending that a delegation
of the tribe be permitted to visit this city the present winter, with the view of
negotiating such treaty.

There are no funds, however, at present at the disposal of the department
that can be applied towards defraying.the expenses of such delegation, and if it
is determined to allow the visit to be made, it will be necessary to have an
appropriation made by Congress to meet such expenses. I am of the opinion
that Congress will, after being advised of the present condition of the Osages,
and of their affairs, make proper provision to enable the department to carry
out its views and objects in regard to those Indians.

The matter is respectfully referred for your consideration and determination,
and for such instructions respecting such delegation, as well as the other delega-
tions referred to by the superintendent, in connection with their visit to this
place, as you deem proper and necessary.

Very respecttully, your obedient servant,
CHARLES E. MIX,
Acting Commassioner.
Hon. O. H. BrownING,
Secretary of the Interior.

No. 3.

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,
Washington, D. C., December 3, 1867.

Sie: Referring to your communication of the 2d instant, relative to the
affairs of the Osage Indians, and enclosing a letter from Superintendent Murphy,
recommending that a delegation of the tribe visit this city for the purpose of
negotiating a new treaty, I liave to inquire whether, conceding the necessity
for such a treaty, it would be better for a delegation to visit the city or com-
missioner be sent there to negotiate.

If it should be decided to bring them here, how many are to come, and what
amount of appropriation will be needed to meet the expense? Superintendent
Murphy’s Ietter returned.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
O. H. BROWNING, Secretary.

Hon. C. E. Mix,

Acting Commissioner of Indian Affairs. ,
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laws of the State are practically inoperative, and the law officers comparatively
powerless.

In the ‘bands of the government, or rather in the hands of actual settlers,
which would speedily result from their purchase by the government, but a very
few years would elapse till it would be densely populated, and be made one of the
richest and most productive portions of the State ; and feeling confident, as I do,
that the extinction of the Indian title would be directly productive of this high
degree of development, I should do violence to my own sense of duty, and fail
to represent the interests of my constituents, were I not to urge every consider-
ation in my power in behalf of this proposition.

I have, therefore, the honor to request that the suggestions made by Super-
intendent Murphy be duly considered, and that steps be taken at the earliest
practicable day for the making of a treaty which shall throw these lands open
to settlement and improvement.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
E. G. ROSS.

Hon. O. H. BRoWNING,

Secrerary of the Interior.

No. 5.

UniTED STATES SENATE CHAMBER,
Washington, January 8, 1868.
DEear Sir: Please inform me whether the Osage chiefs have been ordered to
Washington with a view ‘o making a new treaty ; if so, when they will proba-
bly be here.
Truly yours,
E. G. ROSS.
Hon. N. G. TavLor.

No. 6.

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, OFFICE OF INDIAN AFFAIRS,
Washington, D. C., January 9, 1868.

Sir: I have the honor to reply to your letter of the 3d ultime, relative to a
delegation of Osage Indians visiting this city for the purpose of negotiating
a new treaty, and your reference on the 4th instant of a letter from Hon. E. G.
Ross, upon the same subject, to state as follows, viz: I think it would be better
for a delegation to visit this city than to send commissioners there to negotiate.
Agent Snow, in a report dated the 31st ultimo, forwarded by Superintendent
Murphy in a letter dated the 3d instant, and received at this office yesterday,
states as follows, viz: “I am satisfied that they cannot agree on a delegation
to go to Washington to make a treaty, although all the chiefs are anxious to
go.” In regard to this statement, I would respectfully remark that Commis-
sioner Taylor saw Little Bear, an Osage chief, at Medicine Lodge creek, and
Little Bear there stated to him that the Osages desired to send a delegation to
‘Washington, and that they could agree in the selection of such delegation.

The delegation, in my opinion, should consist of nine persons,to be composed
as follows, viz : The prineipal chief of the tribe; three persons from each of the
two parties of the tribe respectively, viz: the Great Osages and the Little
Osages ; the agent and an interpreter.

I estimate $2,500 as the amount that will be required to cover the expense
of having such a delegation visit this city, for their expenses while here and to
return to their country.
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with a copy of the records of the commission, “showing all correspondence had
by it, and all propositions made to it, by or from any individual, company, or
corporation, relative to, or in connection with, the negotiation of said treaty.”

At the time of answering the resolution of the 13th of June, this record had
not reached the Indian bureau.

The resolution is herewith returned.

I am, sir, with great respect, your obedient servant,
0. H. BROWNING,
Secretary.
The PrRESIDENT,

DerarrtyENT oF THE INTERIOR, OFFICE OF INDIAN AFFAIRS,
Washington, D. C., July 16, 1868.

Sir: T have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your communication of
the 15th instaut, stating that all instructions, correspondence, records, &e., in
the possession of the department relative to the negotiations of the Osage treaty,
have been communicated to the House of Representatives, and enclosing for
report a resolution passed by the House of Representatives on the 13th instant,
setting forth, among other things, that it is believed a portion of the records of
the commission appointed to treat with the Great and Little Osage Indians must
have been withheld by me as chairman of said commission, and again requesting
the President to furnish to the House copies of all instructions, records, and
correspondence connected with the commission authorized to negotiate the late
treaty with said Indians, and copies of all propositions made to it from railroad
corporations or by individuals,

The only instructions the members of the commission had were those con-
tained in the commissions appointing them to negotiate a treaty with the Osages.
It is presumed a copy of these commissions has already been furnished the
House, under its resolution of the 13th ultimo. I now enclose a copy of the
records of the commission, showing all correspondence had by it, and all propo-
sitions made to it, by or from any individual, company, or corporation, relative
to, or in connection with, the negotiations of said treaty.

At the time the resolution of the 13th ultimo was responded to, this record
had not been received by me. It was then in the hands of the secretary of the
commission, who was busily engaged in preparing it, hence it was impossible to
have it accompany your report in response to the first resolution.

It is believed that the information contained in this record, together with that
embraced in the reply to the resolution of the 13th ultimo, will acquaint the
House with all instructions, records, and correspondence connected with the
commission appointed to treat with said Indians, also with all propositions made
to the commission from railroad corporations or by individuals.

I return herewith the resolution accompanying your communication of the
15th instant.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
N. G. TAYLOR,
Commissioner.
Hon. 0. H. BRowNING,
Secretary of the Interior.

Camp CugTopas, May 10, 1868.
At a meceting of the commissioners appointed to treat with the Great and
Little Ozages for the purpose of organization—Present: Hon. N. G. Taylor,
Colonel Thomas Murphy, Colonel A. G. Boone, and Major G. C. Snow—
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vou a letter this morning, in which we told you the commissioners had chosen
this place forr the council, and gave you our reasons. We are now in camp, and
well pleased with the ground. We will have your annuity goods here, and
some presents for your people, and some provisions for your use. We cannot
now well change the council ground, and will therefore await your coming at
this place.  We are sure you will reconsider what you said in your letter, and
come to us. We have travelled many hundred miles to meet you, to take you
by the hand ag friends, and go into council with you. You will not refuse to
come five or six miles to meet us.

To-morrow, at 12 o’clock, we expect to open council. We want you present
with us; but if you refuse we cannot help it. We are men and not children,
and we are of the same opinion we were of when we wrote to you this morning.
I am your friend, and hope you will think over this matter and come to a better
decision. I have nothing more to say.

Your father,
N. G. TAYLOR, Commissioner,
In belalf of the Commissioners.

Camp NEAR Drum CRrEErk,
Osage Natwn, May 14, 1868.

Commission met pursuant to the call of the president. All present except
Major Snow.

Rev. P. McVickers, superintendent of common schools for the State of
Kansas, being present, made a request of the commission that in making a
treaty with the Osages they insert a provision in the treaty reserving the 16th
aud 36th sections of said rcservation for school purposes. Ordered filed for
further consideration.

Ordered, That the commission meet at 9 o’clock a. m. each day, until other-
wise ordered, aud that the council for business with the Indians shall be at 12
m. of each day.

The president laid before the commission a letter from Hon. Sidney Clavke,
expressing his views in regard to the proper course to be taken in making
treaties with Indians in Kansas. On motion, the communication was filed for
further consideration.

The president laid before the commission a letter from S. S. Smart.

Colonel Murphy offered the following preamble and resolution, which were
unanimously adopted :

Whercas the commission appointed by the President to treat with the Great
and Little Osages, having called them together for that purpose, we find that
the rations of food furnished them by Thomas A. Osborn, under his contract,
are barely sufficient to feed them while collected at their varions homes; and
whereas it has bccome necessary, in order to transact business with these
Indians, to collect their chiefs, headmen, and braves together in council at one
point, which necessarily takes them from their homes during the pending of our
negotiations with them; and whereas these chiefs, headmen, and braves have
to be fed while they remain with us in council, and this commission having no
tunds placed at their disposal sufficient to purchase food for them : T'herefore,

Be ut resolved by this commission, That the Commissioner of Indian Affairs
be requested to direct said contractor, Thomas A. Osborn, to furnish, under his
contract, one ration of beef, flour, sugar, and coffee for 1,000 Indians for 15
days.

{Jommission adjourned to meet at 9 o’clock to-morrow morning.

A. N. BLACKLIDGE, Seccretary.
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Osage CouNncin, GROUND,
Osage Nation, May 18, 1868.
The commission met at 9 o’clock and proceeded to consider the treaty. The
following letter from General C. W. Blair, president of the Missouri, Fort Scott
and Santa F¢ Railroad Company, proposing to buy the Osage lands for said
road, which letter is in the words and figures following, to wit:

SIk: I have the honor to propose to you, and through you to the commission appointed
to treat with the Osage Indians for their trust lands and diminished reservation, that the lands
comprised therein be required by the United States government and offered for sale in a body
to the highest bidder, thus leaving it open to the competition of all companies who desire to
purchase the samnc, and hereby pledge myself that the railroad company I represent will
offer for the whole of ¢aid lands at least the sum of $2,000,000, giving any guarantee of pay-
ment that the government may require, which sumn is one-half million of dollars more than
that proposed to be paid hy the Leavenwortl;, Lawrence and Galveston Railroad Company.

Should it be against the policy of the government to purchase land except under condi-
tions of immediate transfer to parties or compaunies who can malce the required payments, we
respectfully request your connnission to create the trust in the treaty for the benefit of our
company, we to puy therefor the sum of 2,000,000, I would also state that our company
is properly incorporated, traverses the whole length of these lands from east to west, and is
iu the hands of men of capital and influence.

We propose, also, to aceept all the terms and conditions of the treaty, as already drawn
aud prepared by the commission, and in addition to securing the rights of the halt-breeds,
protecting the settlers, and making liberal donations for school purposes, changing the treaty
only by substituting the name of tlie Missouri, Fort Scott and Santa I'¢ Railroad Company
for that of the Leavenworth, Lawrence and Galveston Company, for which change we offer
more than a half a million of dollars, in addition to the amount proposed by Mr. Sturgis.
Our company is composed of and supported by men of large capital and influence, (the gov-
crnor of the State being one of our directors,) who are able to give all the guarautees required
by the treaty, or which may be imposed by the government, such guarantees to be given
prior to the submission of the treaty to the Senate for ratification.

1 also make this proposition for the purpose of harmonizing conflicting interests and advan-
cing the interests of the north and south, as well as the east and west, national thoroughfare.
I am content that the treaty may include both roads, giving the Leavenworth, Lawrence
and Galveston Company two-thirds of said lands, and securing to the Missouri, Fort Scott
and Santa ¥'¢ Railroad Company one-third of the same, being equal in value and extent, and
divided by blocks of sections from north to south, two blocks to their road and one to ours,
alternately, through the whole length of said lands, east and west; we to take shares by
express stipulation in the treaty to our road, by name and on the same terms and conditions
of payment and otherwise as are imposed on the other company. All the propositions seem
to me fair and just, and the acceptance of any one of these will secure the cordial co-opera-
tion of myself and friends in favor of the speedy completion of the treaty by the exertion of
all the influence we can command in its behalf.

I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
CHARLES W. BLAIR,
President Missouri, Fort Scott and Santa Fé Railroad Company.
Hou. N. G. TAYLOR,
Commissioner of Indvan Afairs.

D. 8.—I would respectfully request that this proposition be held and reserved with the
papers of the commission for future reference.

On motion of Colonel Boone said letter was filed for fature consideration.
At 12 o’clock the commission adjourned to meet the Indians in council.

N. A. BLACKLIDGE, Secretary.

OsaGE Couxcit GROUND,
Osage Nation, May 18, 1868.
At the council between the commission on the part of the United States and
chicfy, headmen, and braves of the Great and Little Osage nations, the follow-
ing talk was had. on. N. G. Taylor, president of the commission, addressed
the Indians as follows :

My CHILDREN AND FRIENDS, THE CHIEFS, HEADMEN, WARRIORS, AND BRAVES
oF THE OsAcE NATION : I meet you to-day as the messenger from your Great
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and Clicyennes. Why then destroy each other and make this remnant less?
- Why then not make peace and be friends forever? Tell them this commission
and I am sent out by their Great Grandfather to make peace with his red
children. Tell them I understand that there are difficulties among themselves ;
that I and the Great Grandfather arc sorry for these difficulties, and this com-
mission are sorry for them, and want these divisions to heal and harmony to
prevail.  They know that the Great Grandfather has the power to settle all
these difficulties. But tell them they are good men, wise men, and brothers,
and I want them like brothers to settle those difficulties among themselves; but
tell them I am ready to council with them after this business is done. I love
them all alike and I am willing to counsel with them. I have delivered the
message from the Great Grandfather and am done; tell them that they come
from an honest heart, and I want them to consider it among themselves, and
then I will consult in making this treaty. I don’t want to conccal anything
from them, and if there is anything they do not understand I will explain it to
them, and have copies made out and given them.

Osace Councit. (GROUND,
Osage Nation, May 19, 1868,
Council met pursuant to adjournment; all the commission present. The
provizions of the treaty were discussed and considered. The president of the
commission was instructed to answer the letter of General Blair. Commission

adjourncd.
A. N. BLACKLIDGE, Secretary.

Osacre Councin GRrouxp,
Osage Nation, May 20, 1868.
SirR: Your communication of the 1Sth instant, addressed to me ags Commis-
gioner of Indian Affairs, making various propositions in reference to the purchase
of the Osage lands, was reccived and laid before the commission.
I am instructed by the commission to reply that for various reasons, satis-
factory to it, neither of your propositions are accepted.
With sentiments of high personal respect, I have the honor to remain, your
obedient servant,
N. G. TAYLOR,
President of the Osage Comumission.
General C. W. BLAIR,
President Missouri, Fort Scott and Santa Fé R. R. Co.

Osaak Councin GROUND,
Osage Nation, May 20, 1868.
The commission met at 9 o’clock pursuant to adjournment; continued in
session considering the treaty until 12 m., when the commission adjourned to
meet the Indians in couneil.

A. N. BLACKLIDGE, Sccretary.
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OsacE Council. GROUND,
Osage Nation, May 20, 1868.

The commission met the Indians in council for the purpose of reading and
explaining the treaty to them.

As I promised you, I have come with the treaty to have it read and inter-
preted to you; in order that there may be no misunderstanding we have engaged
these three men to interpret, that there may be no mistake. The treaty is long,
and will take a good deal of time, and will require patience of you all to hear.
‘We want all the people to hear it now, so that none may misunderstand. After
I have read it, and it has been interpreted, I shall give it to your superintendent
to go with and fully explain it to you. After this meeting of the council all
future meetings will be private, and no whites will be admitted in the council.
The commission and myself have come here by order of your Great Grandfather.
The government is your friend, and would not advise you to do anything that
was not to your interest. We are a long way from home; have been with you
a good while; have much to do with other Indians. I have delivered my
message, and now deliver this treaty into the hands of your superintendent; he
will explain it to you; when you have examined it, let us know, that we may
go on; and when you get this treaty fixed, we are then ready to hear anything
you may have to say. As to difficulties among yourselves—you ave all men,
and I wish you to settle all your matters among yourselves. If you cannot, and
present the matter to me as the representative of your Great Father, I will take
the responsibility of doing right. After this work is done, I have a little some-
thing to make your hearts glad in the shape of presents.

The treaty was then delivered to Alexander Beyette, the United States inter-
preter for the nation, with directions that it should be kept and read and explained
to the chiefs and headmen by him and Lewis Chenton and Augustus Captain.

Commission adjourned.

A. N. BLACKLIDGE, Secretary.

Osace CounciL GRouND,
Osage Nation, May 21, 1868.

Commission met pursuant to adjournment; commission all present. On
motion, Colonel Murphy wag ordered by the commission to buy twenty-six
head of cattle to feed the Indians while in council, which motion was adopted,
and Commissioner Murphy was instructed to make the purchase.

The president laid before the commission the following letter :

OSAGE NATION, May 20, 1368,
Sir: As it is anticipated or feared that representations may or have been made to your
commission that the Missouri, Fort Scott and Santa F'é Railroad Company is irresponsible or
unable to furnish to the government the proper guarantees of payment in case they acquire any
or all of these lands by treaty, I have the honor to propose to you as security for such guar-
antees as may be required, the bond of 8. A. Williams, B. P. McDonald, and C. F. Drake,
who are worth over $100,000; or I am willing to give you lien on the ground as collateral
security for such guarantees, or the draft of the banking house of A, McDouald & DBrother,
on New York, for the sum of $50,000. This security is offered as a pledge of our entire good
faith, as well as our ability to comply with any conditions of payment which may be imposed
on our company, in case such lands are granted to it.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
CHARLES W. BLAIR,
Prestdent Missourt, Fort Scott and Santa Fé Railroad Company.
Hon. N. G. TAYLOR,
Commissioner of Indian Affairs.

‘Which was read and ordered filed, and the following preamble and resolution
was, on motion, unanimously adopted :

Whereas it is the duty of the commission, in negotiating a treaty with the
Osage Indians, in providing for the sale of the lands therein proposed to be pur-
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You now tell us that the Great Father has something to say about buying our
present reservation. We will get together. and give you our views on it at

some future day.

SPEECH OF KOU-E-CE-GLA.

I am here to talk in open daylight. We are in council as eur fathers met.
Our ancestors owned all the country back at the east. You may think T am
excited in speaking, but I will tell you the reason why I speak loud. When
the white men first had a talk with us my grandfathers met with them.
From that time all that met them were allowed to talk to the Great Father.
To look at yon, you seem to be moderately old like ourselves, and we have,
from the time we took the Great Father by the hand been accustomed to have
great talks.  Our people when they meet men of your standing ask them many
things and fail. Five days have gone in consultation, and we are not able to
come to any determination in refesence to what has been done in the late treaty.
At that time the commissioners were present, and 1 spoke to them after the
treaty was concluded. I wanted to know what they done with all the land we
give you. Colonel Smith told me the annuity was lasting, like the land, forever;
that was the request of the Great Father, and he has been anxious to see that
pay come to them here; that pay has been promised. I would like you to
witness the payment they have received ; some of the payments. T have never
seen any man get a sack of flour with the money; they get from one to two
dollars.  'When big man like you comes and says you are a small tribe, and
look upon us in that light, while T am here on our own lands. We have wit-
nessed payments to tribes that have no lands; should get so much. You have
been herc long, but to-day I am prepared to stand and talk to you; here-
tofore our old fathers have never acted in this way. You have come to us with
business, and after we can find out among ourselves we will give you a deci-
sion and comply with your requests. I don’t want you to get out of patience.
Heretofore we owned the Neosho river and this; now the whites have settled
up the country. We have our diminished reserve, and you have come to deal
with us for that ; of course, we have sold a portion of our country east, and want
to remain, and money that they promised us in that treaty ; here in this treaty
made, we want that money brought here and paid to us, and then we could act
otherwise in regard to the diminished reserve. We will take time and talk
Lereafter; that is all.

SPEECH OF WAH-HO-TAH-SHE.

You, commissioners, superintendent, and big men, I consider that you have
into a bad council. The talk is discouraging, but T want to say what I have
in view. The Osage council here is just like dirt. I think you are a good-
hearted man to sit here so long and hear such stuff. We have made our com-
plaints to the Great Father and our agent, but they have not been recognized.
My chiefs own all this country to the Spanish land. I have been over it all,
and have not seen any good of it.

SPEECH OF DRUM, (Big Hills band.)

Our young men understand what the Great Father has said. Our young men
owned a tract of land here, and they are fully aware of it in the last four days.
Our young men are aware that this land is in the bounds of a Statc. You have
said the Great Father said I would be happy; his young men say they cannot
sce why their condition will be better than it is; they have heard the great talk
of the Father. Our young men are fully aware that the intention of the Great
Father is to make slaves of our children his young men are fully aware and
acquainted with the disposition of their chiefs. They fully understand that













































	Great and Little Osage Indians. Message from the President of the United States, in reference to a treaty now being negotiated with the Great and Little Osage Indians
	Recommended Citation

	tmp.1518214300.pdf.tMqaO

