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2 CLAIM OF CHOCTAW NATION.

Chickasaw tribes of Indians, (Statutes at Large, vol. 11, p. 613,) it was stipu-
lated and agreed as follows :

“The government of the United States, not being prepared to assent to the
claim set up under the treaty of September the twenty-seventh, eighteen hundred
and thirty, and so earnestly contended for by the Choctaws as a rule of settle-
ment, but justly appreciating the sacrifices, faithful services, and general good
conduct of the Choctaw people, and being desirous that their rights and claims
against the United States shall receive a just, fair, and liberal consideration, it is
therefore stipulated that the following questions be submitted for adjudication to
the Senate of the United States :

« First. Whether the Choctaws are entitled to, or shall be allowed the pro-
ceeds of the sale of the lands ceded by them to the United States, by the treaty
of September the twenty-seventh, eighteen hundred and thirty, deducting there-
from the cost of their survey and sale, and all just and proper expenditures and
payments, under the provisions of said treaty ; and if so, what price per acre
shall be allowed to the Choctaws for the lands remaining unsold, in order that
a final settlement with them may be promptly effected. Or,

« Second. Whether the Choctaws shall be allowed a gross sum in further and
full satisfaction of all their claims, national and individual, against the United
States ; and if 80, how much 17

Pursuant to this treaty stipulation, the Senate, on the 9th of March, 1859,
made theiraward in the form of a resolution in the following words, viz., (Senate
Journal, 2d session 35th Congress, 1858-"59, p. 493 :)

“ Whereas the eleventh article of the treaty of June 22, 1855, with the
Choctaw and Chickasaw Indians, provides that the following questions be sub-
mitted for decision to the Senate of the United States: First, whether the Choce-
taws are entitled to or shall be allowed the proceeds of the sale of the lands
ceded by them to the United States by the treaty of September 27, 1830,
deducting therefrom the costs of their survey and sale, and all just and proper
cxpenditures and payments, under the provisions of said treaty ; and if so, what
price per acre shall be allowed to the Choctaws for the lands remaining unsold,
in order that a final settlement with them may be promptly effected. Or, second,
whether the Choctaws shall be allowed a gross sum, in further and full satisfac-
tion of all their claims, national and individual, against the United States ; and
if so, how much ?

¢ Resolved, That the Choctaws be allowed the proceeds of the sale of such
lands as have been sold by the United States on the first day of January last,
deducting therefrom the costs of their survey and sale, and all proper expendi-
tures and payments under said treaty, excluding the reservations allowed and
gecured, and estimating the serip issued in lieu of reservations at the rate of one
dollar and twenty-five cents per acre; and further, that they be also allowed
twelve and a halt cents per acre for the residue of said lands.

“Resolred, That the Secretary of the Interior cause an account to be stated
with the Choctaws, showing what amouns is due them according to the above
prescribed principles of settlement, and report the same to Congress.”

(See Report Senate, No. 374, 2d session 35th Congress, 1858-'59.)

In obedience to the direction contained in this resolution, the Secretary of the
Interior caused an account to be stated, and found that, according to the prin-
ciples of settlement prescribed by said resolution, there was due to the Choctaw
nation the sum of $2,981,247 30.

"T'his account was trausmitted to Congress on the Sth of May, 1860. In the
Senate it was referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs, who revised the
account and reduced the amount thus reported to be due the Choctaws to
$2,332,560 85. (Senate Doc.No. 283, 1st session 36th Congress, Senate Reports,
vol. 2.)

Congress, by act of 2d March, 1861, (Statutes at Large, vol. 12, page 238,)
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