
University of Oklahoma College of Law University of Oklahoma College of Law 

University of Oklahoma College of Law Digital Commons University of Oklahoma College of Law Digital Commons 

American Indian and Alaskan Native Documents in the Congressional Serial Set: 1817-1899 

1-27-1868 

Blackfeet Indians. Memorial of the Legislative Assembly of Blackfeet Indians. Memorial of the Legislative Assembly of 

Montana Territory, relative to a proposed treaty with the Blackfeet Montana Territory, relative to a proposed treaty with the Blackfeet 

Indians. Indians. 

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.law.ou.edu/indianserialset 

 Part of the Indigenous, Indian, and Aboriginal Law Commons 

Recommended Citation Recommended Citation 
H.R. Misc. Doc. No. 38, 40th Congress, 2nd Sess. (1868) 

This House Miscellaneous Document is brought to you for free and open access by University of Oklahoma College 
of Law Digital Commons. It has been accepted for inclusion in American Indian and Alaskan Native Documents in 
the Congressional Serial Set: 1817-1899 by an authorized administrator of University of Oklahoma College of Law 
Digital Commons. For more information, please contact Law-LibraryDigitalCommons@ou.edu. 

https://digitalcommons.law.ou.edu/
https://digitalcommons.law.ou.edu/indianserialset
https://digitalcommons.law.ou.edu/indianserialset?utm_source=digitalcommons.law.ou.edu%2Findianserialset%2F1752&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/894?utm_source=digitalcommons.law.ou.edu%2Findianserialset%2F1752&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:Law-LibraryDigitalCommons@ou.edu


40TH CoNGREss, } 
2d Session. 

HOUSE O:E' REPRESENTATIVES . 

BLACKFEET INDIA.\S. 

ME M·O RIAL 

O.Jo' 

{ 
MIS. DO( '. 

No. 38. 

THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY OF :YIONTANA TEBHITORY, 

RELATIVE TO 

A proposed tuaty witlt tile Blackfeet I1tdians. 

JANUARY 27, 68.-Referrcd to the Committee on Indian Affairs autl ordered to be printed. 

To tlte lwnorable Senate and House qf Rcpresentati·ves if the United States 
qf America in Congress assembled: 

We, your memorialists, the legislative assembly of the Territory of Montana, 
do respectfully represent to your honorable body : That all that portion of 
Montana Territory known as the Blackfeet country has never been treated for 
by the general government, a11d consequently the Inrlian title thereto is not 
extinguished; and 

Whereas settlements have been made in various parts of said Blackfeet coun­
try by an industrious white population, comprising a farming, mining, and mer­
cantile people, who are anxious to have the country in which they reside ceded 
to the government, in order that their claims may be surveyed, and thereby 
acquire titles, under the operation of the pre-emption and homestead laws of the 
United States; and 

Whereas the stipulations of a treaty, conclncled in the fall of 1865 by General 
rrhomas F. Meagher, L . E. Munson, and Gad. E. Upson, commissioners on the 
part of the United States, have been utterly disregarded by the general gov­
ernment, the Blackfeet Indians have accepted the alternative of war; their choice 
under the circumstances no one doubts, and but few can blame; and 

Whereas the constant new discoveries of gold deposits in the northern por­
tion of our Territory, on the tributaries of the Missouri river, are attracting 
general attention, and unless measures are taken in the right direction by the 
government, the development of the mineral and agricultural wealth of the 
northern portion of Montana will be seriously retarded, and a general Indian 
war, with an its horrors, in immediate prospect: 

We would therefore most earnestly urge the adoption of the policy heretofore 
pursued towards the Indians by the government, and that an appropriation be 
made by Congress for the purpose of carrying into effect a tr('aty with the 8a.id 
:Blackfeet Indians. 
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And your memorialists do further represent that, in order to save an expense 
to thP- governmeut, three commissioners 0(' appointed from citizens of this 'l'er­
ritory to act on the part of the United States, for the purpose of carrying into 
·rffect said. t t eaty, and that said commissioners shall consist of persons familiar 
with Indian affairs. 

Your memorialists again entreat your prompt attention to the subject, con­
fidently believing that the interests of the general government and the people 
of Montana will be greatly subserved by an early treaty with said Indians, and 
your memorialists will ever pray. 

Be it resolved by the council and house r.if representatives of tlw Ten·itory of 
Montana, That our delegate in Corig1 ess be, and is hereby, requested to use all 
honorable ~eans to bring this subject to the favorable consideration of Congress. 

Approved December 9, 1867. 

WELLINGTON STEWART, 
Speaker of the House. 

CHARLES S. B.A.GG, 
President r.if the Council. 

GREEN CLAY SMITH, 
Governor o/ Montana Te1·ritory. 

MoNTANA 'l'ERRITORV, SECRETARY's 0FFrcE, 

Virginia City, December 27, 1867. 
I hereby certify that the foregoing is a true copy of house joint memorial 

No. 4, relative to a propo:"ed treaty with the Blackfeet Indians, approved De­
cember 9, 1867, now on tilt· iu my office. 

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set my hand and affixed the seal of 
the Territory, at Virginia City, the day and year last above written. 

[sEAL .] JAMES TUFTS, 
Secretary r.if Montana. 

Resolved by the lPgislat1've asumbly r.if tl~e Territory r.if Montana, That the 
proposed surrender of a portion of Eastern Montana for a permanent Indian 
rest·rvatiou would be most prejudicial to the intereRts of the great west, and 
a staggering blow r.o the progress of civilization ; that the fruitful valley, rich 
mines, and genial climate of the proposed reservation, while of vast importance 
to an industrial people, would be valueless to the barbarian, excepting in so far 
as it would enable him to glut his vengeance upon the pioneers of the border 
settlemrnts, and arrest the tide of empire in the 'l'en<tories. We, therefore, earn­
estly appeal to the · government to commit no such wrong against humanity, 
justice, and the advancement of civilization. 

Reso1i:ed, That we re~pectfully appeal to Congress to transfer the Indian 
bureau to the War Departmrnt, and abolish the whole system of Indian agen­
cies, which has been so fruitful of wrong to the Indians and of war upon the 
whites. 

Resolved, That we respectfully represent to the· general government that, so 
far, the military campaigns agaiust the Indians by large bodies of regular 
troops upon the plnins during the recent war wi1h hostile tribes have not been 
productive of benefits commensurate with the expenditures, and they have but 
too often reeulted in unimportaut results, and closed in the fall by treaties not 
intended to be observed by the Indians. and by turni~bing the savages with a 
1mpply of arms and ammunir.ion, with which organized by the general govern­
ment to punish the guilty, and bring them to submil!sion by the only possible 
way past expetience has proven to be successful, vigorous and victorious war­
fare. 
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Resolved, That certified copies of these resolutions be furnished by the sec­
retary of this Territory to our delegate in Congress, to the Senate of the United 
State, to the House of Representatives of the Congress of the United States, and 
to the War Department. 

WELLINGTON STEW ART, 
Bpeaker qf ihe House. 

CHARLES S. BAGG, 
President r!f the Council . 

.Approved December 24, 1867. 
GREEN CLAY SMITH, 

Governor of Montana Territory. 

MONTANA '.rERRI'fORV, SECRETARY'S 0FFlCE, 

Virginia City, December 27, 1867. 
I hereby certify that the foregoing is a true copy of hon:::e joint memorial 

No. 12, in relation to Indians and the policy of the government regarding the 
~amP, :1 pproved December 24, 1867, now on file in my office. 

J n testimony whereof I have hereunto set my hand and affixed the seal of 
the 'rerritory, at Virginia City, tlw day and year last above written. 

[s~<:AL . j JAMES TUE'TS, 
· Secretary~~ Jlontana. 
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