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4 CLAIMS FOR DEPREDATIONS BY SIOUX INDIANS

petent witness for the husband.  We have, therefore, admitted such testimony
when offered, and even demanded its production wlhen the case required it, she
being the party mos=t conversant with houschold effeetz.  This testimony, as
well as that of the husband, or party complainant, has been earefully weighed,
and in cases where the claim has been allowed has generally been supported by
proof «liunde.

The act under which we were appointed requires that ““the testimony of the
witiesses and the examination of the complainant shall be reduced to writing,
signed and certified by them respectively, and shall, with the petition and all
the papers relating to each case, with the finding of the commission, be trans-
mitted to the Sceretary of the Interior for his approval, yejection, or modifica-
tion, to be by him laid before the next Congress.”  As our awards are, therefore,
(ax to all but the ““present relief”’ paid out of the existing apprupriution,) to be
submitted to a supervicory tribunal, we believed that we were not permitted to
abbreviate the testimony, or to report abstracts or conclusions, but to make a
record and preseuntation of the whole evidence. It was very soon discovered that
it would be impossible, within the limits of time assigned us, to conduct our ex-
aminations upon this prineiple, before the full board at a single desk, or even by
the separate labors of the commissioners singly engaged in taking and recording
the testimony.  We therefore called into requisition the additional aid of several
gentlemen employed to assist us in this labor, and to aceompany us wherever our
sessions were held.  These examinations, on the part of onr assistants, were con-
dncted in pursuance of our instructions, and commonly in our presence; and we

- were owrselves brought in contact with the parties and witnesses who appeared
before them.  Still, it was uceeszary they should be men of judgment and ex-
perience, conversant with legal principles, and capable of giving proper expres-
glon to writteu testimony. Ot these, Mesare, E. P. Freeman and Thounss Rus-
sell have been cmployed dwring the greater part of our sessiong, and Messrs,
Burritt, Stone, Porter, Gardner, sd Murray, for shorter periods.

The entire testimony forms a0 voliume of nearly twenty thousand manuscript
pages ot legal cap.

The cmployment of an exeentive officer 1o =enve process i behalf of the
United States was anthorized by the act. Having to communicate with such
crowds of people, and to migrate so frequently with large masses of books and
papers expozed to logs or aceident, we have found the conztant retention of such
an officer, since owr organization, necessary.  Counter evidence has in several
instances been taken, and withesses on the part of the United States have been
summoned from a distance. In addition to these defined duties, this gentleman,
by his outside position, has been able to give us valuable information, and sug-
gest wseful testimony to counteract or check auy attempt at fraud.  Owr ap-
pointee (under the title of marshal) was Mr. Alfred G Grofl, of Minneapolis.

G approaching the ficld of our labors, and #urveyiug the wide-spread evils
oce icioned by the terrible Indian outbreak oft 1862, it hecame an important, in-
quiry with u=. who were the proper beneficlaries of the act, and for what elass
of damages and to what extent the legislature intended to make reparation.
Tlroughout one-halt’ of the populated territory of Minuesota socicty had been
upturncd, the harvests were ungathered, domiciles abandoned and p]ulldcl‘(-tl;
and far beyond these limits, and within the older settlements, the shadow of
the savage was cast, creating alarm and portending danger; and funilies left
their homes and their affiivs, suflering great peenniary damage.  The Sioux,
numbering #ix thousand =ouls, fiftcen hundred of whom were trained warriors,
with the best of fire-arms, and knives whetted for slaughter, fhnked the western
settlements, while twenty-tive Inndred Winuebagoes were planted almost in the
heart of the southern population, and five thousaud brave Chippewas, rankling
with discontent and ill blood, threatened the northeastern portion of the State.
The universality and suddenness of' the Sioux outbreak might well startle, as
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