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4 ABERCROMBIE AND FORT BENTON EXPEDITION.

Journal of the expedition commanded by Captain James L. Fusk, sent by the gov-
ernment lo escort emigrants from Fort Abercrombie to Fort Benton, 1862,

The recent and continued discoveries of gold in Oregon and Washington Ter-
ritories having incited an extensive cmigration to those regions, Congress, by
act approved Janunary 27, 1862, appropriated the sum of twenty-five thousand
dollars for the purpose of affording, to such as should wish to make the over-
land trip, a safe escort through the various Indian tribes inhabiting the country
along the route, as well as that efficient aid which an emigrant train cannot fail
to derive from the organization and order which it becomes one of the chief
duties of the commander of such an escort to secure and preserve.

The usunal route of emigration westward, across the plains and mountains, has
been the central one by way of Fort Laramie, Salt Lake, and the South Pass;
at least the government had never sent an escort for the protection of emigrants
by what may be called the extreme northern route, and it had never been tried
by them. In 1853 Governor Stevens, of Washington Territory, who has so
recently and gloriously fallen in his country’s cause, made his explorations for
a route for a Pacific railroad, near the forty-seventh and forty-ninth parallels of
north latitude, from St. Paul to Puget sound, starting from Fort Snelling, Min-
nesota, and passing over a country not before explored to Iort Union, on the
Missouri river; thence to Fort Benton, and through the mountains into the val-
ley of the Bitter Root, and onward to the Columbia. Since then a military road
has been laid out and constructed, under the supervision of Licutenant Mullan,
between Fort Benton and Fort Walla-Walla, but that portion of the route pur-
sued by Governor Stevens, lying between the western boundary of Minnesota
and Fort Union, had not been travelled since 1853. Many persons on the
Upper Missiszippi, especially in Minnesota, in the spring of last ycar, were de-
sirous of crossing the plains by this route to the new I Doradoes beyond, but
were diffident about starting without an escort, on account of the difficulty and
uncertainty of finding the best and most direct course over the trackless plain
to Fort Benton, as well as on account of their fears lest the Indiang, and espe-
cially the Sioux, should prove hostile and troublesome to a private party which
they found travelling through their country, while they would feel compara-
tively safe it accompanied by a small protective force sent under the auspices
of the government.

To afford guidance and protection to these emigrants, and at the same time
test the practicability of this northern route for future cmigration, the Seeretary
of War, under whose direction the above appropriation was to be expended, set
apart five thousand dollars, and Captain James L. Fisk, assistant quartermas-
ter United States volunteers, was appointed to command the expedition, with
authority to employ assistants, who were at once to enlist “about fifty men as
a protective corps, to be used as guards, sentries, scouting parties, aud in such
other ways as the best means of affording protection to emigrants might re-
quire.”  Competent persons were also to be engaged as physician, guide, and
interpreter, whose services were to be freely rendered for the advantage of the
whole party. His instructions required Captain Fisk to make Fort Abercrombie
the point of rendezvous, and to disband the guard upon his arrival at Fort Ben-
ton. Immediately upon the receipt of his instructions, Captain Figk procceded
to make his preliminary arrangements at St. Paul, and appointed the following
assistants, namely : First assistant, I, II. Buritt; second assistant, N. P, Lang-
ford; third assistant, (surveyor,) David Charlton; secrctary or journalist, S. R.
Bond; physician, William D. Dibb, M. D.; wagonmaster, R. C. Knox; guide
and Chippewa interpreter, Pierre Bottineau; Sioux interpreter, George Gere.
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PIERRE BOTTINEAU.

In former years our guide had been a Red river hunter, and he was onc of
Governor Stevens’s guides in 1853, so that it was considered a stroke of good
fortune to be able to secure his services, which the progress of our journey,
over a country where there was no sign of trail either of Indian or white man,
proved to be invaluable; and our Sioux interpreter had but recently come from
a residence of many years among the Yanctons, Sissetons, and other tribes of
that nation.

Having heen appointed secrctary of this humble expedition, I have kept afull
daily record of the marches made, camping places, the leading incidents on the
route, the character of the country passed over, &c., &e., from the departure of
Captain Fisk from St. Paul to his arrival at Walla-Walla, and, indecd, until
he reached New York on his homeward trip. Such a journal is necessarily
voluminous, and as, from the nature of the expedition, it could not partake of
the character of a scientific exploration, its daily marches and events in detail,
although full of interest to those who participated in them, would be of little
interest to others and irrelevant to the purpose of this report, namely : to indi-
cate the general character of the route travelled, its advantages and disadvantages
tor emigration, and the degree of success which. hias attended this expedition.
This will, I think, be as well accomplished by the following condensed sum-
mary of my journal as if the whole should be given iz extenso.

DEPARTURE FROM ST. PAUL.—ARRIVAL AT FORT ABERCROMBIE.

A few days in St. Paul sufficed to complete the necessary preparations for
starting, and on the 16th of June Captain Fisk, having received his instructions
from Washington, on or about the last day of May, our small supply and baggage
train, consisting of three 4-0x teams, one 2-mule team, and one 2-horse team, set
out from there for Fort Abercrombie, which is situated on the west bank Jf the
Red River of the North, about two hundred and fifty-five (255) miles northwest
from St. Paul. Mcanwhile notice had been given for those wishing to join the
train to rendezvous at that post by the first of July, and when we arrived
there, on the third (3d) of that month, we found quite a party of emigrants
awaiting us, while letters from others stated that they were on the way. We
formed a camp near the fort, to wait for those who had started to join us, and to
make the final preparations which the long journey before us rendered necessary;
and for valuable assistance in this respect, as well as for every courtesy and
kindness in their power to render, we were indebted to Captain Vanderhorek,
commander of the post, Dr. Ii. E. Braun post surgeon, and Licutenant Groetsch,
quartermaster,

CELEBRATION OF THE FOURTH OF JULY.

We here had the pleasure of joining the officers and soldiers of the fort and
the settlers of that neighborhood in an appropriate celebration of the anniversary
of our national independence, before starting on our long journey, the greatest
deprivation of which was to be the suspense under which we must remain for
months as to the progress of our arms in crushing the rebellion that would undo

the great act of (*76) seventy-six.
FEARS OF EMIGRANTS.
A day or two before we got ready to depart the emigrants expressed fears of

the dangers which we might encounter in taking the most direct route from Fort
Abercrombic to Iort Union, on account of the absence of any trail, through a
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the spade are both handled like playthings by such pioneers as our train was
principally composed of.  The members of the escort were of the same class as
the emigrants, and were, indeed, almost entirely enlisted from among them, but
such of them only were taken as had no families or wagons requiring their
attention, in case they were needed for other duties.

A bridge was constructed by two o’clock, by throwing across the stream three
hLeavy stringers, and then making a road-bed of logs, and all our train was safely
over by four. For a mile and a half on the other side our route was through
thick timber, among which we wound our way with as little felling of trees as
possible.  Beyond ‘this timber opens again a broad level prairie,.on the edge of
which we found a camping place equally as fine as that of last night, for the
river bends so abruptly towards the west, just below our point of crossing, as
to again flow close to our camp. Our train now consisted of one hundred and
scventeen (117) men, and thirteen (13) women, onc hundred and sixty-eight
(168) oxen, cight (8) mules, fourteen (14) team horses, thirteen (13) saddle
horses, seventeen (17) cows, with the inevitable camp accompaniment of dogs
too numerous to mention. At night we shut our cattle in a corral formed of our
wagons, picket our horses and mules close to camp, and have four men on guard,
with two reliefs, the captain and his assistants acting in turn as sergeants of
the guard. This precaution against surprise or horse-stealing on the part of
the Indians, who are liable to be in the vicinity at any time, and who, though
they may profess never so much friendship for the white man, will not allow an
opportunity to steal our stock pass unimproved, cannot safely be relaxed until
we reach Ifort Benton, and will be increased should there be special reasons
for it. The wagons of the emigrants as well as of the escort are all numbered,
to regulate their proper places in the train, and have the letters U. S. conspicu-
ously emblazoned on their sides; for the Indians well know their significance,
and would hesitate to attack a government train, when they would feel much less
fear or scruple to fall upon one of equal size belonging to private individuals.

TO MAPLE RIVER.

The next morning, July 10, was cool and foggy, aud between four and five
o’clock we could distinetly desery across the broad expanse of prairic to the
westward a line of timber, which our guide informed us marked the course of
Maple river about eightcen (18) miles distant, and through this mirage he even
sclected the point where we were to cross that stream. At six o’clock we broke
camp and were soon on our way, making a course as straight as an arrow, over
a fine, fertile, level prairie, but when the sun had dispelled the mists of the
morning the timber ahead of us disappeared from sight, as if it had only been
painted on the fog and disappeared with it.

We found ncither wood nor water until we reached Maple river, which our
odometer showed to be seventeen and a half (174) miles from our last night’s
camp, but at our camp on the right bank of this strcam we had excellent
grazing, and wood and water in abundance. Maple river flows here in a north-
eastwardly course, is at this point about twenty-five (25) feet wide, two (2) fect
deep, with sandy bottom and well timbered banks. Tho water is evidently at
its lowest stage, but must be of much greater volume in the spring, from the
signs of extensive overflow.  The next morning we took on wood enough for
three days, and our course was over a level prairie for eight (8) miles, and then
the country beeame rolling, with high bluffs on the banks of a branch of Maple
river, which we crossed during the day. On July 12th we again crogsed Maple
river, but it has no timber on its banks, and its bottom is so muddy that we
made a floating bridge of rushes to facilitate our crossing. After passing this
point the Lmd was mdlShy for a few miles, but not enoucrh so to seriously im-
pede our progress.
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James river is devoid of timber or brush; has now very little current, and
scems but a scries of small, narrow ponds of water, communicating with cach
other. The ncighboring country, except in the hollows, is considerably dry
and parched by the drought. The day has been exceedingly hot, and we
stopped an hour at this point to allow our stock to graze and refresh themselves
with the waters of the James river. Our course during the rest of the day was
over a dry and rolling country, and at night we camped by a lake, with good
grass and passable water, having made nineteen (19) miles.

We did not take on wood cnough at Lake Jessie to last us until we find
timber again, which will be at ¢ Bass Wood island,” a high plateau, surrounded
by level prairic—not water—which has small clumps of trecs in the ravines
which lead up to it, and which is about forty miles west of our camp to-night.
But wood is not essential for camping purposes so long as the substitute in the
form of buffalo chips (dried manure) remains as plentiful as at present.  All
along our route, for the last three or four days, this speeies of fuel has covered
the ground in such abundance that more than five minutes’ time was never re-
quired to colleet a sufficient quantity for the use of our whole train for camping
purposes. It burns very much like peat; lights easily, and answers so well the
purpose of wood that we used it for many days rather than load our wagons
more heavily by carrying wood along with us.

July 20—This being Sunday, we remained in camp. In the forenoon we
had heavy showers of rain, accompanied by thunder and lightning, and by such
a gale of wind as to kecp us in trepidation lest our tents should blow down;
but, by dint of constant watchfulness and care, escaped such accident. In the
afternoon religious services were lield at our headquarters and well attended.

July 21.—Onur route to-day has been over rolling praivie, thickly intersected by
small ponds and sloughs. At noon we lunched, and grazed our stock at a
beautiful lake, but whose waters were saline and unpalatable.  Just as our
train got under way, after lunch, we saw a herd of four thousand (4,000) or five
thousand (5,000) buffalo coming at a run directly towards the lake by which we
were driving.  Three or four of us rode out towards them, and turning them a
little from their course they undertook to cross our path, at right angles, less
than a quarter of a mile ahead of our train. At full speed they hurried on,
crowding cach other in their headlong career, raising a huge cloud of dust, and
causing the solid carth to resound under their feet. This huge mass of flesh
was now between us and a large lake not more than two hundred (200) feet be-
yond.

UNHORSED.

Just at this time Bottineau gave rein to his good horse, Major, riding at full
speed directly at the left flank of the herd, which, at his approach, gradually
gave ground, edging off towards the lake, until those nearest to it were splash-
ing through its shallow waters. He designed killing a cow in sight of the train—
some of our party not yet having seen a buffulo killed—but just as he had
selected as his vietim the fattest cow which he eould see, and was in the act of
raising his gun to shoot, his horse stepped with both fore-feet into a wolf-hole
on the side of a steep pitch which he was descending, and fell headlong upon
the top of his rider. I was, at the moment, riding close to Bottineau, and
an instant after his fall the same mishap befel me; but I escaped without the
same injury. DBottineau was insensible for some time after his fall, and we
feared he might be seriously injured. We placed him in our flag-wagon, and
he suffered severely from his fall for several days, but was able to ride his horse
and perform hLis dutics as guide the next day after the accident. Such falls are
not unfrequent among the Red River hunters, as the ground is often full of
badger, fox, and wolf-holes, and somectimes these falls oceur while riding in the
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culty through this high, broken region a few miles to the south of it. We
pursued a westerly direction up this pass for three miles, and made our camp
near a lake which afforded passable water and good wood and grass, calling our
camp “ Camp Lincoln.,” As our train was entering this pass I climbed to the
top of a peak some hundred (100) feet high, which stands just inside its entrance,
and sat watching the approach of the long line of wagons, with their white tops,
resembling vessels in the distance, and appropriately called ¢ prairic schooners.”
Just then a light shower oceurred, but was soon succeeded by the sun and a
rainbow which spanned the hcavens, and seemed to form an arch to this pass,
under which the train came slowly along. The sight was a beautiful one, and
I gazed on the scenc until the last wagon had passed, and then I closed up
the rear.

July 23.~—~This forenoon we travelled about three miles in the pass in which
we camped last night, and then gradually ascended to a high rolling prairic, the
lakes along our route being strongly saline. In the afternoon the country is
more level, and we find a good camp by a small pond at an carly hour, on ac-
count of several oxen in our train having become quite lame, having contracted
the hoof-ail, it is thought. We sce this evening a large cloud of smoke rising
some six or eight miles to the southwest, which must indicate the presence of
Indians or Red River hunters.

ON WATCH.

Some of our party report having seen four Indians in the distance this after-
noon, and it is decided to use to-night more than our ordinary precautions
against the possibility of any of our stock being stolen. I was sergeant of the
guard, and doubled our sentinels, placing five men as an outer or picket guard
at a distance of two hundred (200) yards from camp, while a guard watched
close to our wagons and among our horses, which were picketed within twenty
(20) or thirty (30) feet of our tents. There was the most beautiful display of
the aurora borealis at about midnight that I ever witnessed. Iirst there ap-
peared in the cast a luminous body much resembling a large comet, with the
nucleus near the horizon, and the tail in a direct line towards the zenith. Then
appeared a precisely similar phenomenon in the west, and these two lights kept
gradually approaching each other until their tails met and blended so as to form
a complete arch frowm the eastern to the western horizon, directly across the
zenith.  This lasted, without any material change, for near an hour, when it
began to grow dim, the centre passed southward, and then the whole disappeared.

SERENADE AT CAMP HALLECK.

Wolves in large numbers have for several nights surrounded our camp and
kept up the most dismal howling and barking, prairie dogs and foxes probably
joining in the chorus. To uight their noise was constant and loud—indescrib-
ably dismal—varying its expression from the crying of human beings to the
fierce and savage yells of the red man infuriated by the taste of blood. This
camp we named “Halleck,” in honor of the successtul commander of our armies
in the west.

CROSS WINTERING RIVER.

July 24—The day has been oppressively hot, and our stock has shown signs
of intense suffering, both on account of the heat and of their lameness, which
we think is caused by the blue clay through which they have travelled in the
low, marshy land, and which seems to poison their feet. After travelling five
or six miles over a very uneven country we came to Wintering river, a branch of
Mouse river, and found an unexpected obstacle to our progress. Ata distance the
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have heen so long without wood, as well as on account of the lameness of sev-
eral of our oxen, which need “doctoring,” Captain Fisk determined to camp
here until Monday. After dinner the women, acting on the adage “make hay
while the sun shines,” had kettles and wash-tubs down in a shady nook by the
stream and were soon deeply immersed in suds and all the rites and mysteries
of washing-day, while afterwards (for their sakes I will not disclose whether
to-day or to-morrow) followed the process of bread-making in sufficient quanti-
ties to last several days, as wood is a luxury which they have learned by de-
privation to appreciate. As our leisure from travel has caused us all to think and
speculate upon the progress of the war, we named this “Camp Stanton,” in
honor of the Secrctary of War. One of our party rode out this afternoon and
killed a buffalo, in order that our whole train might be supplied with fresh meat
to-morrow.

July 27 —We remained in camp to-day and held religious services at head-
quarters, using a special prayer for our beloved country and for divine protec-
tion over those who have gone forth to offer their lives upon the altar of her
sacred cause.

July 28~—This forenoon our route lay across several coulées, and the cross-
ing of them proved the most difficult part of our journey thus far, except the
crossing of the Shayenne and Wintering rivers.  In the afternoon, however, we
proceeded over a high, level plateau, forming an excellent road, and covered
with rich grass.  After making sixteen and a-half (164) miles we camped near
a small lake of pure water. In some of the coulées which we crossed this
morning we found considerable timber and picked ripe raspberries and goose-
berries. There were also wild plums, which were not yet ripe.  After emerging
from one of these coulées, Bottineau and Captain Iisk, being in advance of the
train, discovered a grizzly bear about half a mile from them, and started at once
on horseback in pursuit.  Others joined in the chase, and they soon succecded
in wounding him, when lie at once turned, and, for a short distauce, becamne the
aggressive party. The bear was finally killed after receiving fully a dozen
balls, and it proved to be a young female, weighing about ¢ix hundred (600)
pounds. The skin and quarters were brought to camp and the meat was most
excellent. These bears are hard to kill, and the Indians seldom venture to hunt
them alone for fear of accidents. One of them will kill a full-grown buffalo by
scizing him by the head and breaking his neck. DBottincau relates an instance
witnexsed by himself where a large grizzly bear killed three buffaloes in imme-
diate succession, but the last of the three, after he had received his death wound,
struck bruin a blow with his horus which proved fatal, and they both died
nearly together.

July 29—We made fifteen and three-fourths (1562) miles to-day, our route
lying tor the most part over a level prairie, as hard and smooth as any ordinary
travelled road.  During the forenoon, however, we crossed several couldes, one
of which had deep, steep banks, with a small amount of stagnant, alkaline
water at the bottom. In striving to ascend the bank out of this coulde, one of
the emigrant wagons upset, spilling its varied contents promiscuously upon the
ground, and breaking many articles, but not seriously injuring the wagon. The
load was hastily thrown together, and the wagon overtook us before dark. The
prairie at our camp is parched for want of rain, and both grass and water are
poor, and there is no wood. We named this “Camp Windom,” in honor of one
of Minnesota’s representatives in Congress.

. July 30.—Our course to-day has been nearly northwest between Mouse river
(or rather a-branch of that stream, “Rivierc des Lacs,””) on the right and the
Coteau du Missouri, which rises to the south and west. like a distant coast seen
at sca. The ground has been rising rapidly as we approach the Coteau, and
yet that marked formation rises distinctly and boldly above the plateau we are
now on like a terrace. After making twenty and a half (204) milés, we camped
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hiz ingenuity in his new situation was to kindle a fire.  Having no matches or
flint with him, he rubbed some powder in a dry rag, and ignited that by dis-
charging the contents of his gun into it. In the course of half an hour he
managed thus to have a camyp fire, by means of which a supper of broiled crane-
meat was prepared, and the wings of those birds he converted into use by hang-
ing them upon his shoulders to shelter his person from the storm. e picketed
his horse to hix saddle, and tried to sleep, but with the most indifferent suceess,
the rain, cold, and a pack of wolves which surrounded his camp and kept up a
most dismal howling, at hardly respectful distance, not being caleulated to pro-
duce a very soothing effeet.  He was foreed, therefore, to keep his cold, wet
vigils until morning, when he cooked a hasty repast similar to his supper, and,
prudently fastening the remaining portion of the cranes to his caddle, sallied
forth to find the train, and had struck and was following its trail when dis-
covered by ns.  Before starting this morning we observed a trail coming from
the direction of Mouse river, and passing about a mile beyond our camp south-
westerly into the eotean. We readily decided this to be the trail of the party
of emigrants who, as 1 have mentioned. had started from Minnesota about a
month in advance of us, and procecded by way of Pembina and St. Joseph. In
former times there was considerable travel and communication hetween the set-
tlement at Pembina and Iort Union by the Red River hunters; but this has
been mostly, if not quite, abandoned at the present time, and no other trail is
visible across this country than that made as above stated.  Bottincan decided
to follow this trail, as he understood that the party was guided by a person
whom he knew to be ax well acquainted as any oue with the country lying be-
tween Fort Union, and Pembina.

Captain Iizk started to guide the train, while Bottineau was with the party
in gearch of Dr. Dibb, and, crossing the trail above mentioned without noticing
it, kept up the general course of Mouse River valley wntil noon, when he made
a halt.  Bottincau then coming up turned the train alnost direetly southward,
in order to strike the trail which we had passed, and suceeeded in doing so at
about 4 o’clock. He resolved to follow this trail, and we did so, much to our
subsequent regret.  After making eighteen and a half (183) miles we camped
near a lake of good water, and in the immediate vicinity of which was excellent
grazing. The lills around us are gravelly and barren, but the valleys contain
numerous small lakes and fair pasturage. Since we entered these hills forming
the c¢otean we have constantly looked upon immense herds of buffalo in front
and on ecither gside. The Red River hunters on the egst, and the Indians on the
west, have hunted them until they have rushed to the cover of these hills as a
retreat from the dangers that threaten them.

We must have seen, at least, one hundred thousand (100,000) this afternoon.
Two or three were killed by our party, and a calf, about a week old, was cap-
tured and brought to camp. He will butt and kick any person who approaches
him, evineing all the perversity and wildness which distinguishes the full-grown
speemien of his species. At first he rejected all advances made by our cows
towards an acquaintance and friendship; but, before long, Lis appetite conquered
his prejudice, and he sucked one of them, though somewhat digdainfully and
clumsily, and he was, by consequence, adopted as a member of our train.  After
it grew dark the large herds of these animals in the neighborhood of our camp
kept up a low, suppressed, rumbling bellow, which resembled the distant roar
of the sea; and we had to place a special line of sentinels to frighten them away
from camyp, lest they stampede our horses and mules, and possibly trample our
whole camp in their headlong, irresistible course, should they, by any means,
get once started in that direction.

August 1.—~Our courge to-day has been about northwest, and over the same
character of country as yesterday. I should estimate that we have seen at
least a million (1,000,000) buffaloes to-day, and twenty (20) or thirty (30) have

H. Ex. Doc. 80——2
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some of the Indians grew rather insolent in their conduct about our train, and
we saw a considerable number coming from different directions towards ns.  Soon
some thirty (30) or forty (40) of them had collected, and their head warrior
superseded their civil chief as spokesman, and soon entered into a vociferous
tirade against the wrongs which the white man was doing to his tribe by fright-
ening away the buffalo from this part of the country. He made a fieree harangue,
addressing it partly to us and partly to hix warriors around him.  Then he told
us we must go no further on our journey, but return whence we came.  Captain
Fisk told him that we had been sent across this country, and aeross the moun-
taing, and that we must perform the duties with which he had been charged ;
that there were more buffalo than the Indians could need or kill; but that if
they suffered by reason of our passing through their country the Great Father
at Washington would recompense them for it.  But the head warrior would not
listen to this complacently. He told us that he had one hundred (100) lodges
a few miles to our right ; that there were four hundred (400) lodges of the Assini-
boines a few miles ahead of us, and the Yanctonais in large numbers were but a
short distance to our left. He said they were all resolved that we should not
proceed any further unlest we paid very heavy tribute, and then asked us what
we should do if they attacked our train.  Captain Fick told him that was a fool-
ish question to ask a white man; that we were going forward as we had been
ordered to do, and that he would learn what we would do if' he tried to prevent
our further progress.  The bugle was then sounded, and every mau in our train
took his gun and hix revolver so as to make a display of them. Some of the
Indians threw the provisionus we had given them on the ground and trampled
them in the dirt.  They stood in the way of our train when we wanted to start,
but our wagon-master, an athletic ““six-footer,” thrust them aside, and the train
started.  Then the Indians became suddenly fiiendly and begged us to go and
kill some buftalo for them, as their horses could not cateh them as well as ours.
‘We who were on horseback rode along with them to keep them from mingling
with the train, and when we were about a mile ahead of the wagons Bottineau
and his son rode out with them into a herd of buffalo, and in half an hour had
slain ten (10) or cleven (11) fat cows for them. They stopped to dress them,
taking all the meat and packing it on their horses, and then started for their
camp, which was the last we saw of these querrulons guests.

August 6.—Our route to-day has been over a hard, dry, moderately: rolling
prairie, with plenty of water in lakes, but scanty grass. We have made twenty-
two and onc-fourth (224) miles, and have named our camp “Camp Wilkinson,”
in honor of one of the senators from Minnesota in the national Congress. Im-
mense herds of buffalo have lined our route, and I cannot estimate the number
seen to-day at less than one hundred and fifty thousand, (150,000.)

August 1—The country along our route to-day has been exceedingly hilly,
from which we judge we are not far from the Missouri, although our guide
cannot recognize the country, and thinks we must have been misled by follow-
ing the trail of the party in advance of us, which we struck at Mouse river.
At noon we stopped in a dry, deep valley, which has every appearance of hav-
ing been once the bed of a large stream. Here we shall remain until morning,
as the family of onc of the emigrants of our train is expected to be increased
before we proceed further.

August 8—A child was born in our camp last night, and has been added to
our list of emigrants. Should this young pioneer become a character in the
world’s history, it occurs to me that it will puzzle his admirers and followers to
point out his birthplace as much as it has exercised the competing cities which claim
the “blind old man of' Scio’s rocky isle” to prove his true nativity. Mother and
child were in such condition this morning as not to delay our march, and we
proceeded over a bluffy country, making seventeen and a half (173) miles, and
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success and favors has a very subordinate place in their religion. They prac-
tice great self-torture as a part of their ceremonies; sometimes cutting off their
fingers, sticking knives into their heads until they are covered with blood, with
other mutilations of a like character.

Mr. Meldrum, who has spent over thirty (30) years among the Indians, says
Le once found in a medicine lodge a basket containing sixty (60) first joints of
fingers, which they had cut from their own hands during the « making medicine,”
as they term it; and I have met an old mountaineer, who tells me he has seen
them stick knives in their heads until the blood would follow every stab in jets.

Near this lodge we found a beautifully formed and spotted mare, still living,
which they had cut in different parts of her body and then left as a sacrifice.
They had also left in the lodge several worthless guns, some blankets, skins,
moceasing, a scarf, an American flag, which had probably been presented to
them by the American Fur Company, and a British flag, with the letters H. B.
C. (Hudson Bay Company) on it.

September 2—O0ur course to-day has been nearly south, and we have left
Milk river to the north.  Crossed Beaver creek, a small tributary of Milk river,
which rises in the Bear’s Paw mountaing, which are now but a few miles to the
southeast. We made nincteen and a half (194) miles and camped on Box Elder
creck, another small tributary of Milk river, having its source near the Missouri,
with good wood, water, and grass.

September 3.—After travelling five (5) miles we came to a small stream or
creck with small trees upon it, and as we do not expect to find any more wood
until we reach Maria’s river, we took on enough to last us two days. At nine
and a half (9}) miles we came to a small ereek called Big Sandy, and halted.
The next twenty (20) miles from this point is over a high, rolling prairic, and
we do not expeet to find any water during that digtance, unless we shall be
agrecably disappointed, and find what is called “The Spring,” not dry, as we
fear it will be at this season. It is decided to travel a portion of this distance
at night, so that our stock may suffer legs from thirst than they would if com-
pelled to travel the whole distance without water in the heat of the day.

A NIGHT MARCH.

We started from Big Sandy at about five (5) o’clock and travelled until mid-
night, when we came to the spring and camped, being happily disappointed in
finding sufficient water for our stock, though not of exccllent quality. We
have made twenty-nine and a half (294) miles to-day and to-night, but our
stock docs not appear to suffer from the drive, as the night is cool and moon-
light, and the road excellent.

The Three Buttes or Sweet Grass mountains were plainly visible some sixty
miles to the northwest. Different members of our train have scen six (6) grizzly
bears to-day, and in two instances bruin gave chase, and for considerable dis-
tance tried his speed with their horses, the latter fortunately, but barely, win-
ning the race.

“Our Doctor” and Mr. Burritt, while hunting along Box Elder creek, came
suddenly upon a «grizzly,” lying among some stunted willow bushes, which
would weigh cight hundred (800) pounds. Just as they became aware of his
close proximity he jumped up, roared, and sprang towards them in a most ugly,
unfricndly manner. The doctor’s horse (being a mule) turned quickly and ran
as if she appreciated the emergency ; but Mr. Burritt’s horse was slow to under-
stand the crisis, and could not be made to quicken his pace to the required degree
until the bear was within six or eight feet of him. Ile then, however, obeyed
the spur, and left old bruin in the background after a chase of a dozen rods,
who sulkily started back into his cover, and could not be found when it came his
turn to be pursued.
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In travelling over the rolling prairie and cdteau between Iforts Abererombie
and Union cases were frequent of bilious sickness, diarrheea, and boils.  These
generally oceurred in persons who had led a sedentary life before starting on
thiz journey, the change of manner of living, of food, and of water, with the
necessary daily exercise, would produce a consequent change of habit of body.

The diarrhwa was probably accounted for, also, by the free use of fresh buf-
falo meat, which the train was supplied with every day after we were fifty (50)
miles from Fort Abererombie.

These disorders ecasily subsided uuder the use of evacuants and restriction
to farinaccous diet for two or three days.  We had one case of fever and ague
in a man of the escort. This was not contracted on this expedition, he having
had an attack while working on the Lower Mississippi a short time previous to
joining us; he quickly recovered under the ordinary treatment.

The ground was dry and good for camping, and generally the water was good ;
although near and in the Coteau du Missouri there were many ponds of saline
water, but by using care in selecting our camping grounds we did not suffer on
this account. While in the Codteau du Missouri one of the emigrants (Muys.
Stark) was safely delivered of a son, and after resting 12 or 15 hours was
ready to resume the journey. Mother and child got through well.

We saw no Indians until we neared the Cotecau du Missouri, and there met a
party of Assinaboines. Not communicating freely with them, we could not
observe whether much discase prevailed among them.  The chief (Broken Arm)
got some medicine for the diarrheea, which he said six or cight of Lis men suffered
from. ‘ )

Between Forts Union and Benton the travel was over dry, level ground, (in
the valleys of the Missouri and Milk rivers.) While in the Missouri valley,
and using water from the Missowri river, some cases of diarrheea occurred from
the too free use of it; for, although the water was pure, it was very muddy ;
the disorder abated directly on removing the cause.

In Milk River valley we were in daily communication with the Crow and
Gros Ventres Indians. Many of the latter appeared to suffer from sore eyes,
which, on closer examination, proved, in most cases, to be from gonorrheeal
opthalmia. Gonorrheea and syphilis were very prevalent among, them and some
of the latter cases (syphilis) very severe.

The (rows would appear to be a more virtuous people, as few, or none of them
were affected by thesce diseases.

At Fort Benton we had two cases of articular rheumatism, occurring in emi-
grants of middle age, and who were relieved by care and treatment before we
left them.

From Fort Benton to Walla-Walla we had no discase, and scarcely a disorder.
The weather was eooler, the water in the mountains pure, and all partics had
become inured to the active, every day exercise, the sleeping in tents, and the
very free use of fresh animal food.

I saw some cases of gunshot and arrow wounds while at Iort Benton, but
these were among the Indians or half-breeds.

In closing this brief report, I would say that I was often and earnestly desired
by my patients to thank you for your kindness and consideration for them
during their sickness; as, also, to the commissary, (Mr. Langford,) who so cheer-
fully, under your orders, furnished to them rice, crackers, &e., whicli were neces-
sary during their sickness, and which tended so materially to their quick recovery.
In which I sincerely join, as to this, and your kindness, with that of all the
officers of the expedition to me personally, made mine an casy duty, or rather
a journey of pleasure.

I remain, sir, yours, very respectfully,
W. D. DIBB, M. D,,
M. R.C. S E.

Captain James L. Fisk.
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