
University of Oklahoma College of Law University of Oklahoma College of Law 

University of Oklahoma College of Law Digital Commons University of Oklahoma College of Law Digital Commons 

American Indian and Alaskan Native Documents in the Congressional Serial Set: 1817-1899 

2-7-1859 

Report of the Secretary of War, in answer to a resolution of the Report of the Secretary of War, in answer to a resolution of the 

Senate relative to stationing the Army, so as to largely diminish Senate relative to stationing the Army, so as to largely diminish 

the cost of transportation and subsistence, and at the same time the cost of transportation and subsistence, and at the same time 

perform whatever service might be necessary in suppressing perform whatever service might be necessary in suppressing 

Indian outbreaks. Indian outbreaks. 

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.law.ou.edu/indianserialset 

 Part of the Indigenous, Indian, and Aboriginal Law Commons 

Recommended Citation Recommended Citation 
S. Exec. Doc. No. 23, 35th Cong., 2nd Sess. (1859) 

This Senate Executive Document is brought to you for free and open access by University of Oklahoma College of 
Law Digital Commons. It has been accepted for inclusion in American Indian and Alaskan Native Documents in the 
Congressional Serial Set: 1817-1899 by an authorized administrator of University of Oklahoma College of Law 
Digital Commons. For more information, please contact Law-LibraryDigitalCommons@ou.edu. 

https://digitalcommons.law.ou.edu/
https://digitalcommons.law.ou.edu/indianserialset
https://digitalcommons.law.ou.edu/indianserialset?utm_source=digitalcommons.law.ou.edu%2Findianserialset%2F1442&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/894?utm_source=digitalcommons.law.ou.edu%2Findianserialset%2F1442&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:Law-LibraryDigitalCommons@ou.edu


35TH CoNGREss, ~ 
2d Session. S 

SENATE. 

REPORT 
OF 

~Ex. Doc. 
l No. 23. 

THE SECRETARY OF WAR, 
IN ANSWER TO 

A resolution if the Senate relative to stationing the army, so as to laryely 
diminish the cost if transportation and subsistence, and at the same 
time peiform whatever service might be necessary in suppressing Indian 
outbreaks. 

FEBRUARY 7, 1859.-Read, ordered to lie on the table, and be printed. 

WAR DEPARTMENT, February 5, 1859. 
SIR: I have had the honor to receive the resolution of the Senate 

making the inquiry "whether the United States army might not be 
so posted within the line of settlements as to diminish largely the 
cost of transportation and subsistence, and at the same time perform 
whatever service might be necessary in suppressing Indian outbreaks 
and disturbances;" and, in reply, have to say that the capacity of the 
army for the suppression of such outbreaks and disturbances depends 
upon its proximity to the Indian tribes, who are always restrained by 
the contiguity of troops from acts of hostility. There is but little 
doubt that the true policy is to mass the troops at convenient points 
on or near the frontier, where forage and subsistence are cheap, and 
readily procured; but the character of the ~ervice, the extent of our 
territory, the habits of the Indians, and the ever varying wants of our 
emigrant population, make it difficult to determine upon any fixed 
policy on this subject. Whenever the department may be able to 
adopt such a plan, the cost of transportation will certainly be dimin
ished; bl-it the condition of the Indian country and the straggling 
settlements towards the Pacific render such a policy, at the present 
time, impossible, with any regard for the protection of the lives and 
property of our citizens. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

Hon. J. C. BRECKINRIDGE, 

President of the Senate. 

JOHN B. FLOYD, 
Secretary if Wa't. 
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