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REPUBLICS OF NICARAGUA, COSTA RICA, ETC. 25

negotiate and to enter into a friendly agreement with the government
of Nicaragua, upon a firm basis, for the final settlement of these (ues-
tions.  The undersigned hopes that the government of Nicaragua will
perceive the expediency of coming to a friendly understanding with
the government ot Mosguito:; because it is obvious that neither the
canal nor any other means of communication through the isthmus can
be fully establishied until the diffieulties which have been started by
Nicaragua, upon thix point, are settled and put at vest.

The undersigned avails himself of this occasion, &e.

FREDERICK CHATFIELD.
The MINISTER oF RELATIONR
OF the supreme gueerniment of Nicarogna, Leon.

Lirox, Jawnary 4, 1851,
True copy—there is a signature.
SALINAS.

FExtract froncthe table of parish districts (i the bishopric of Nicaragua,
Jurisdiction of New Segovia.

Segovia, its dependencies: Mozonte and the Ocotal; the town of
St. Antonio de Esteli; the NXicaro: S. A. Jalapa; Tepezomoto; S. A.
Pueblo Nuevo : Totogalpa and Haquina.

District of Matagalpea.

Matagalpa; S. A, Nebaco; Muimui; San Ramon Ninotega Jeuste-
pet: N. A. Baco Camuapa v Comalapa: Palacaguina; S. A. Condega
y Tespanega: Acoyvapa.

True copy:

J. DE MARCOLETA.

Mr. Moliva to e, TWelster.

Wasuizcroy, May 8, 1851, «
) >
The undersigned, minister plenipotentiary of Costa Rica, has the
fa} b l l Y b
honor to transmit herewith, to the Hon. Mr. Webster, Secretary of
K 2
" T S TN P00 N
p <
State of the United States, a copy of a “memoir’” on the boundary
question pending between the republic of Costa Rica and the State of
Nicaragua, which he has considered his duty to publish, as represent-
ative of' that republic.
He Degs, likewise, to hand the three accompanying manuscript
copies, viz:
A.)——Copy of the charter granted by the king of Spain, in 1540, t
\.)—Copy of the charter granted by the king of Spain, in 1540, to
Diego Gutierrez, for the purpose of settling the province of Cartago,
osta Rica,) and conferring upon him the title of governor. Tix-
Costa Rica,) and cont g upon him the title of g I
tracts of other records, referring to the commencement of that colony,
arc anncxed thereto.
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[Transtation. ]

Charter granied io Diego Gutierrez, and other records respecting the
anciend provinee of Closta Lica . —1540.

I, Don Anicetn de la Higuera, of the illustrious college of advo-
cates, and of the economical association of the {riends of the country
of Seville, secretary of her majesty, and honorary auditor of war and
marine, and keeper of the archives of the Indian bureai in said city,

Certify : That thiere having been addressed to me by the most ex-
cellent Count of San Luds, BQCIOtdl\ of state and of the department
of government ot the ngdom, the royal order made at Madrid on
the twenty-seventh of May, one thousand cight hundred and fifty,
whiich, copied word for word, savs as follows:

“Burreau or IFoREIGN AFFAIRS,
¢ Marlrid, May 27, 1850,
“Her majesty the queen has thought proper to grant permission
to Don Felipe Molina, winister plenipotentiary of Costa Rica at
this court, either in person or through the medinm of some one em-
powered by hinw. to assist in ascertaining from the archives of that
office the boundaries of said vepublic, comprising the ancient provinee
of the same name, and the district of Nicoya, where the captaincy
general of Guatemala formerly existed, ordering, that as occasion re-
quires, there be freely delivered to said plenipotentiary copies of such
docunients as are not reserved, which may tend to establish the boun-
dary lines referred to. T inform vou of this by royal order for the
purposes to which it applies, and as additional to that of the nine-
teenth of the present month.  Gad preserve you many vears.
“SAN LUIS,
“The Arvehive-keeper Ceneral of the Indies, Seville.”

Senor Don José Maria Gutierrez, honorary secretary of her majesty
and agent of Sefior Don Felipe Molina, minister plcnlpotentlarv 0
Costa Rica, having presented hinself Defore me at the same time,
exhibited to him the bundle of papers preserved among these archives;
inscribgd *¢ Sceretary of Peru, registries of Veragua, official and pri-
vate ; one volume, from the year one thousand five hundred and
thirty-four, to the year one thousand six hundred and twenty-eight,”’
which is bound, and contains two hundred and six written leaves,
whereamong are to be found several royal orders and separate para-
graphs which have been pointed out by said agent for the purpose of
making this certificate, and which, copied word for word, one after
the other, are as follows :

Bl * kS sk B3 £

On the first folio there is contained a deseription of the provinee of

Veragua. aftcr its having been conquered and scttled by Captain






























































































































REPUBLICS OF NICARAGUA, COSTA RICA, ETC. 69

to assure the honorable Necretary of State that his government will
not hesitate to sanction them, as he can in the same way assure him
that in the new instructions which have been requested Nicaragua
will not snbmit to the long catalogne of sacrifices which had before been
required of her.

The undersigned embraces this occasion to renew to the honorable
Secretary of State the assurances of his most distinguished consider-
ation.

J. D MARCOLLETA.

Hon. Da~ten Wepstek.

Secretary of State,

[Translation.]

roject and ineans proposed by the legation of Nicaragua jfor a final
seltlenent of the questions relating to the povt of San Juan, the Mosquito
coast, and the question of limits between Nicaragua and Costa Ilica.

PORT OF SAN JUAN AND THE MOSQUITO COAST.

1. The port of San Juan del Norte shall be restored to Nicaragua,
whose government accepts the limits lastly proposed by her Britannic
Majesty’s minister to the country and to the Mosquito coast, to wit:
To the northward, from Cape Gracias « Dios, following the river
Segovia, towards the interior, as far as the parallel eighty-four and a
half of longitude, and from thence descending in a direct line by west
until faces the south, to the cape of Punta Gorda, which they will reach
by an horizontal line.

2. Nicaragua shall pay such indemnity as may be stipulated for the
improvements introduced in the port of San Juan, from the 1st of
January, 1848.

The aforesaid indemnity shall not be required to be paid at once, but
little by little and by degrees, according as the circumstances of the
government of Nicaragua shall permit, which trusts in the sentiments
of justice and moderation of the great powers interested in the matter,
in order that said indemnity may be reduced to the lowest possible
figure, in view of the peculiar position of Nicaragua, the deterioration
of her revenues, and the internal convulsions which have unhappily
occurred there, especially in latter times.

3. Great Britain and Nicaragua shall adjust a treaty of peace, friend-
ship, and commerce, on the same terms as that discussed between the
United States and Nicaragua, with the exception of some provisions,
which shall determine to the judgment of the parties, the particular
and local circumstances of the two powers,

4. The United States of America and Great Britain guaranty the
integrity of the territory of Nicaragua, especially that portion of it
which ig to be occupied by the canal or railway, if the latter should be
established, and they shall protect the works on these routes of com-
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and myself have drawn up and signed the paper a copy of which you
will herewith receive.  This paper consists of a preamble setting forth
the motives for the settlement of the disputes, seven articles of a basis
tor that settlement, and & conclusion adverting to the alternative which
Great Dritain and the United States will deem themselves justified in
adopting, should their recommendation to C'osta Rica and Nicaragua
not be substantially adopted by them. Until recently hopes were en-
tertained that Mr. Molina, the minister of C(‘osta Rica here, would
have joined in the instrument.  The accompanying copy of a corres-
pondence between this department and him will, however, apprize
you that as he has been unwilling to permit the canal company to lo-
cate certain sections ot land granted them by Nicaragua on the right
bank of the San Juan river, it has been deemed advisable not to yield
to him on this point, and we have signed the paper without him. A
motive for this on my part was an apprehension that he might ulti-
mately object to some of the terms in which the boundary between
Costa Rica and Nicaragun is described. As it is presumed that his
seruples were in obedicnce to instructions from his government, it
18 decmed expedient that a person on the part of this government
should proceed to Nan José, the capital of Costa Rica, for the purpose
of inducing that government to accede to the recommendation em-
bodied in the paper adverted to.  You have accordingly been sclected
for the occasion. A letter introducing you to the minister for foreign
affairs ot Costa Rica is herewith enclosed.  On reaching San José,
vou will lose no time in presenting this and in making known the
object of your visit.  For this purpose, you will present to the minis-
ter the document executed by Mr. Crampton and myself, and will re-
quest that 1t may be taken into immediate consideration. In order
that you may be prepared to meet any objections to its adoption by
that governmient, it 18 proper that you should be apprized of the full
extent of its claims in respect to Nicaragua. It is understood that
Costa Rica asserts that her boundary begins at the mouth of the San
Juan, at its coufluence with the sea, and extends therein to its source
in Lake Nicaragua, and thence to a point on that lake nearest the
mouth of the river La Flor, ou the Pacific: and thence by a direct
line to the mouth of that river. Nicaragua, on the other hand, con-
tends that Costa Rica has no right to claim the region on the south
bank of the San Juan or the district of Guanacaste. TFrom the at-
tention which I have been able to bestow upon the subject, I incline
to the opinion that the claim of Costa Rica to the south bank of the
San Juan is good as far as the mouth of the Sarapiqui river, but that
her pretensions to the Guanacaste district will not bear a strict and
impartial investigation. By the proposition we make to her, there-
fore, she would apparently lose, in the first place, the delta between
the San Juan and the Colorado. This, however, would only be an
apparent loss, when it is considered that the Colorado may be deemed
a branch of the San Juan, and as it discharges a much larger volume
of water than the branch which empties into the sea at Greytown, it
may be said to be the main branch of the stream. When, also, it is
considered that the delta referred to is uninhabitable and otherwise
valueless, Costa Rica cannot justly be said to make any material sacri-
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Tt is the President’s wish, that if the proposition of which you are
the bearer be acceptable to that government, their assent to it may be
given in a formal manncr by both the 1ewlshture and president of
Costa Rica, so that no further reference to that country may be neces-
sary.  Mr. Molina might then he instructed and empowered to sign a
quadripartite treaty, and might, at the same time, be furnished with
a ratification of such a treaty, to be exchanged here for the ratifica-
tions of the other parties. It is highly desirable that that govern-
ment should dispose of the subject, so that you may return hither in
season to allow the treaty to be acted npon by the Senate of the United
States at its present session.

You will proceed to San Juan de Nicaragua, and from thence up
the San Juan river to its confluence with the Sarapiqui, and from
thence to San José by land. When you shall have concluded your
business at San Jos¢, you may return by the way of Nicaragua, in
order that you may bring with you any dispatches which Mr. Kerr,
the chargé d’affaires of the United States to Nicaragua, may have
occasion to send to the department.

I am, sir, very respecttully, your obedient servant,

DANIEL WEBSTER.

RopERT M. Warsn, Esq., dc., de., e

Basis of a Concention for lhe settlement of the differences betweei Nicara-
qua and Costa Lico proposed by the United States and Grreal Britain.

WasHINaToN, Apri 30, 1852,

The undersigned, Daniel Webster, Secretary of State of the United
States, and John I. Crampton, envoy extraordinary and minister
plenipotentiary of her Britannic Majesty, having taken into considera-
tion the state of the relations between the republics of Costa Rica and
Nicaragua in respect to the boundaries between those republics, and,
between the vepublic of Nicaragua and the territory claimed by the
Mosquito Indians. and being muhnll\ desirous that all pending dif-
ferences respecting those questloas should be amicably, honorably and
definitely adl]usted, do, in hehalf of their respective governments,
earnestly recommend to the respective governments of therepublics of
Nicaragua and Costa Rica an accommodation and settlement of these
differences upon the following basis.

Articte 1. The Mosquito Tndians may reserve to themselves, out of
the tcrut(ny heretofore claimed or occupied by them on the castern
coast of Central America, a district of country, and the jurisdiction
over the same to be bounded as follows, namely : Beginning on the
shore of the Caribbean sca at the mouth of the river Rama, which is
(according to Bailey’s map of Central America, published in London
November, 1855) 11° 34’ north latitude and 83° 46" west longitude ;
running thence due west to the meridian of 84° 30’ west longitude
from Greenwich ; thence due north on said meridian to the
river Segovia Fantasma or Wauz; thience down said river to
the Caribbean wsea ; thence southerly along the shore of said
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d’affaires of the United States to Nicaragua, and Mr. R. M. Walsh,
appointed special agent on the part of the United States to the govern-
ment of Costa Rica, are authorized to communicate the arrangement
proposed to those governments respectively, and unless the aforesaid
governments of Nicaragua and Costa Rica shall promptly and
without unnecessary loss of time concur in the general basis of
this arrangement and adopt proper measurves for carrying it into
effect, then the governments of Great Britain and the United States
will nmucdmte]y as between themselves, jointly adopt such measures
as they shall deem advisable to carry into full exccution the con-
vention between those governments ot the 19th April, 1850, and to
accomplish the design therein contemplated of an interoceanic com-
munication by canal tfrom the Atlantic to the Pacific ocean by the way
of the river San Juan and the Lake Nicaragna.

DANL. WEBSTER.

JOHN F. CRAMPTON.

My. Webster to Mr. Kerr.
No. 11.

DEPARTMENT OF STATE,
Washington, April 30, 1852.

Str: The adjustment of the unsettled questions between the United
States, Gireat Britain, Costa Rica aud Nicaragua, in regard to the
boundary between the two latter States, and between Nicaragua and
the territory claimed by the Mosquito Indians, has for some time past
been the subject of negotiations between Mr. Crampton, the British
minister, Mr. Molina, the minister ot Costa Rica, and myself. Mr.
Marcoleta, the minister of Nicaragna, has not been invited or admitted
to take part in them.  This arose from the fact that at the time they
were begun, and until they were nearly concluded, we were not informed
that you had been received by the Nicaraguan government, and when
we were informed by Mr. Marcoleta’s note of the 14th instant that you
had been so received, there was no communication from him from which
it could be inferred that his instructions would allow him to join in the
negotiation upon any acceptable basis. Hopes were for some time
entertained that Mr. Molina would unite with us in a basis deemed
reasonable by us and which we could recommend to those governments.
You will see, however, from the accompanying correspondence between
the department and him that these hopes were disappointed. Mr.
Crampton and myself accordingly signed alone the paper; a copy of
which is herewith enclosed. You will lose no time in laying the same
before the Nicaraguan government, and asking its immediate and
serious consideration thereof. You will see thatit proposes to restore
to Nicaragua the port of Greytown and the country north of it as far
as the Rama river, for a certain consideration therein stipulated, to be
paid by Nicaragua to the Mosquito Indians. To this proposition she
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definitive and friendly determination of the question of territorial
limits pending between this republic and that of Nicaragua, and re-
moves the difficulties which might embarrass the prompt projected
construction of the interoceanic canal.

The government, convinced of the stringent necessity and con-
venience ot maintaining, without change, the traternal relations which
happily exist between Costa Rica and Nicaragua, and that every
source ot disagreement which might affect the two countries should be
removed, has considered this matter with the greatest interest, giving
to it the preference which its importance demanded, subsceribing, after
mature deliberation, to the bases indicated, in testimony of its adhe-
sion to the couservative principle of all communities, which is univer-
sal peace.

But not this alone has determined the government to accept the
bases referred to. It is the desire to contribute, on its part, to the
well-being of the human race ; it is the hope that it will positively
improve the condition of Costa Rica and Nicaragua, by the achicve-
ment of that great work the interoceanic canal ; it is the supreme con-
fidence which it places in the greatest maritime powers of Europe and
America which take such interest in the future of these regions ; it is,
in fine, the sincere respect with which it contemplates the high inter-
mediation of these governments in affairs which, perhaps, might pre-
sent in the future serious results, contrary to the peace and security
of peoples who are brothers and neighbors. Therefore, this govern-
ment 1s much gratitied that an occasion like the present has provided
the means to express the conformity of its sentiments with those of
the United States and of Great Britain, in the important matter
which they have treated, and offers its fervent wishes that the conclu-
sion may have the happy result which is to be desired.

The undersigned avails of this occasion to signify afresh to Mr.
Walsh that he is, with expressions of true friendship and sympathy.
his obedient humble servant,

JQ. BERN. CALVO.

[Translation.}

Juan Rafael Mora, President of the Repullic of Costa Rica tn Central
America.

Whereas, Mr. R. M. Walsh, special envoy of the government of
the United States of North America, and Mr. Charles L. Wyke,
consul general of her Britannic Majesty, have presented to this gov-
ernment the bases agreed upon in Washington by the governments of
the United States and Great Britain, on the 30th April last, for a de-
finitive settlement of the questions of territorial limits pending between
this republic and the State of Nicaragua, and other important subjects.

which bases, translated into Spanish, article by article, read as follows:
* * x P * * * *

[Here tollow the Webster and Crampton bases.]
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