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1. Letters from the Secretary of vVar and the Adjutant General.
2. Reports from Colonel E. V. Sumner.
3. Reports from the department of the west.
4. Reports from the department of the Pacific.
5. Report upon the progress of the Pacific railroad, explorations and surveys.
6. Report on the Capitol extension, reconstruction of dome,
and Post Office extension.
1. Communication from the Commanding General and statements of the Adjutant General.
8. Report of the Quartermaster General.
9. Report of the Commis~ary General.
10. Report of the Paymaster General.
11. Report of the Surgeon General.
12. Report of the Chief Engineer.
13. Report of the Chief Topographical Engineer.
14. Report of the Chief of Ordnance.

No. 1.
LE'ITEBS FROM THE SECRETARY OF WAR AND THE ADJUTANT GENERAL.

Letter~

from the Secretary of War, toColonel E. V. Sumner, May 23, 1856.
General P. F. Smith, June 22, 1856.
General P. F. Smith, September 3, 1856.
Governors of Kentucky and Illinois, September 3, 1856.
Major W. H. Emory, September 3, 1856.
General P. F. Smith, (telegraph,) September 9, 1856.
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WAR DEPARTMENT,

Washington, JJ.fay 23, 1856.
SrR: Your letter of the 12th instant, this day submitted to me by
the Adjutant General, has been read, with its enclosures.
You have justly construed your instructions_, and your course is
approved. The zeal manifested by you to preserve order and prevent
civil strife between our fellow citizens in Kansas receives full commendation; but you have properly refused to interpose the military
power of the United States, except under the circumstances and conditions contemplated in your instructions, authorized by the laws of
the United States, and warranted by the genius of our political institutions. It will be equally within your province to maintain the
supremacy of the law and the duly authorized government of the
Territory, from whatever source they may be assailed, whenever the
government shall require your aid in the manner specified in your instructions; and for the great purpose which justifies the employment
of military force_, it matters not whether the subversion of the law
arises from a denial of the existence of the government_, or whether it
proceed from a lawless disregard of the rights to protection of persons
ancl property for the security of which the government was ordained
and established.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JEFF'N DAVIS,
Secretary of War.
Colonel E. V. SuMNER,
Commanding First Regiment Cavalry,
Fort Leavenworth, Kansas.

WAR DEPARTMENT,

TVashington, June 27, 1856.
SrR: You will receive special order No. 67, of this date, assigning
you to the command of the department of the west, and, in addition
to the general duties which that position will devolve upon you, your
attention is especially directed to the present disturbed condition of
the inhabitants of the rrerritory of Kansas. Enclosed you will find
a copy of a proclamation of the President of the United States, and o
a letter of instructions directed to the commanding officers of Forts
Leavenworth and Riley, to which you are referred for the views of the
Executive, and for the government of your conduct in the contingen·
cies therein contemplated; and if, in such contingencies, you shoul
be called upon to use any portion of the troops under your comman
to aid the civil authorities in arresting offenders, a detachment o
troops for that purpose will be directed to accompany the civil 0ffice
charged with the process, and to aid him in the execution of his du .
ties, both in making the arrests and in conducting prisoners to place :
where they may be safely kept by the civil authorities.
In discharging the delicate functions arising from the peculiar con c
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dition of affairs in Kansas, you will carefully abstain from encroaching in any degree upon the pr0per sphere of the civil authorities, and
will observe the greatest caution to avoid any conflict between the
civil and the military power.
You will report directly to this department, and communicate frequently and fully in regard to the progress of events.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JEFF'N DAVIS,
Secretary of War.
Brev. Brig. Gen. P. F. SMITH,
United States Army.

w .AR DEPARTMENT'
Washington, September 3, 1856.
SIR: Your despatch of 22d August, and its enclosures, sufficiently
exhibit the inadequacy of the force under your command to perform
the duties which have been devolved 11pon you in the present unhappy
ondition of Kansas, by the orders and instructions heretofore comunicated. To meet this exigency the President has directed the
overnor of the Territory to complete the enrolment and organization
f the militia, as you will find fully set forth in the enclosed copy of a
etter addressed to him by the Secretary of State; and the President has
irected me to say to you, that you are authorized, from time to time, to
ake requisitions upon the governor for such military force as you
ay require to enable you promptly and successfully to execute your
rders and suppress insurrection against the government of the Teritory of Kansas, and, under the circumstances heretofore set forth
your instructions, to give the requisite aid to the officers of the
'vil government who may be obstructed in the due execution of the
w. Should you not be able to derive from the militia of Kansas
e adequate force for these purposes, such additional number of
ilitia as may be necessary will be drawn from the States of Illinois
d Kentucky, as shown in the requisition, a copy of which is here
closed.
The views contained in your instructions to the officc:s commanding
e troops, under date of August 19, are fully appropriate, and accord
entirely with the purpose of the Executive as to leave but little t
d in relation to tho course which it is desired you should pursue.
e position of the insurgents, as shown by your letter and its ensures, is that of open rebellion against the laws and constitutional
thorities, with such manifestation of a purpose to spread devastan over the land, as no longer justifies further hesitation or indulce. To you, as to every soldier, whose habitual feeling is to protect
citizens of his own country, and only to use his arms against a
blicenemy, it cannot be otherwise tban deeply painful to be brought
o conflict with any portion of his fellow-countrymen.
But patism and humanity alike require that rebellion should be prom'}ltly
hed, and the perpetration of the crimes which now disturb the

30

REPORT OF THE

peace and security of the good people of the Territory of Kansas
should be effectually checked. You will, therefore, energetically employ all the means within your reach to restore the supremacy of the
law, always endeavoring to carry out your present purpose to prevent
the unnecessary effusion of blood.
In making your requisition for militia force you will be governed
by the existing organization of the army and the laws made and
provided in such cases. When companies, regiments, brigades, or
divisions are presented to be mustered into the service of the United
States, you will cause them, before they are received, to be minutely
inspected by an officer of your command appointed for the purpose.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JEFF'N DAVIS,
Secretary of War.
Major General P. F. SMITH,
Commanding Department of tl~e West.

'

W .AR DEPARTMENT,
WMhington, September 3, 1856.
SIR: You will repair to the Territory of Kansas and deliver the
despatches this day handed to you for General P. F. Smith, com-.
man ding department of the west, and for his excellency John W.
Geary, governor ofthat Territory; atter which you will communicate
to each of them the wish of the department, that you should be fully
informed in relation to the condition of affairs in the Territory, an
have such facilities to make observations as will enable you, upon
your return, to give more full and minute information to the depart
ment than it can readily derive through the medium of correspondence
Although you are not restricted as to time, it is desirable that yo
should return to this city as early as is consistent for the fulfilment o
the purpose for which you are sent out.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JEFF'N DAVIS,
Secretary of War.
Major WILLIAM H. EMORY,
United States .A.rmy.

WAR DEPARTMENT,
Washington, September 3, 1856.
SIR: To suppress insurrectionary combinations against the cons
tuted government of the rrerritory of Kansas and to enforce the d
execution of the law against armed resistance, l am instructed by t
President of the United States to make this his requisition upon y
for two regiments of foot militia to be furnished to Major Gene
Persifor P. Smith, of the United States army, commanding the mi
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tary drpartment. of tl1e west, wheneYer the exigencies of the public
service shall induce him to call upon you for the said troops, to be
employed for the purpose above indicated within the limits of said
Territory. Each regiment to consist of one colonel, one lieutenant
colonel, one major, one adjutant, (the last named to be taken from
the lieutenants of the regiments,) one sergeant major, and ten companies, each company to consist of one captain, one first lieutenant,
one second lieutenant, four sergeants, four corporals, two musicians,
and seventy-four privates.
General Smith will be instructed, whenever he may call upon you
for these troops, to detail an officer from his command to inspect and
muster them into the service of the United States at such points as
may be designated by your Bxcellency.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JEFF'N DAVIS,
Secretary of fVar.
His Excellency the GovERNOR OF KENTUCKY.
[The same to the governor of Illinoi2. J
I

[By telegraph.]

VVAR

DEPARTMENT,

September 9, 1856.

Your letter of August 29 received.
Have the despatches borne by l\fajor Emory reached you? It is the
purpose of the President to secure to you a1l the military force necessary
to maintain order and suppress insurrection, and that no military
operations shall be carried on in the Territory of Kansas otherwise
\han under your instructions and orders. You will not permit the
employment of militia, or of any armed bodies of men, unless they
have been regularly mustered into the service of the United States.
The governor of the Territory will be instructed on this point.
JEFF'N DAVIS,
Secretary of War.
General P. F. SMITH,
Fort Leavenwo'rth, Kansa~ Territory.
(

from the Adjutant General to•eutmlant Colonel P. St. George Cooke, July 5, 1856.
Brigadier General Vl. S. Harney, July 16, 1856.
&lonel E. V. Sumner, August 28, 1856.
:Major General P. F. Smith, September 26, 1856.
Major General P. F. Smith, September 29, 1856.
Major Gener11l P. F. Smith, November 13, 1856.
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ADJUTANT GENERAL's OFFICE;
Washington, July 5, 1856.
SrR: Your letter of the 18th ultimo, reporting your march to Lecompton, in compliance with the requisition of Governor Shannon, and
subsequent movements, has been laid before the Secretary of vVar,
who approves the course adopted by you on the occasion.
I am, sir) very respectfully, your ob,e dient servant,
·
S. COOPER,

Adjutant General.
Lieut. Col. P. ST. GEo. CooKE,

Second Dragoons, Fort Riley, Kansas Territory.

ADJUTANT GENERAL's OFFICE,
TVashington, July 16, 1856.
GENERAL: Your special order, No. 32, of the 30th ultimo, directing
the first regiment of cavalry to patrol the Oregon route, has been
received and laid before the Secretary of War, by whom I am instructed to say that the state of affairs now existing in Kansas Territory renders it inexpedient to withdraw the first cavalry therefrom
at present.
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient s~rvant,
S. COOPER,

AdJutant General.
Brevet Brig. Gen. W. S. HARNEY,

United States A1·my.

ADJUTANT GENERAL's OFFicE,
Washington, August 28, 1856.
SrR: Your letter of the 11th instant, in relation to the employmen
by you of the military force under your command to disperse th
assembly recently convened at Topeka, Kansas Territory, has bee
laid before the Secretary of Vvar, and by him returned to this office,
with the followi£1g endorsement:
''The President's proclamation l1aving been sent from this depar
ment to Colonel Sumner as a part of his instructions, a general refer
ence to that paper is no compliance with the requirement of the lette
addressed to him, dated July 21, 1856. lf any -portion of that pr
clamation was understood as directing military officers to use the for
under their command for the dispersion of an 'illegal legislative body,
that·part of the proclamation should have b~en specially cited.
"If the 'serious consequences' a.nticipated by the colonel command
ing first ·ca.valry from the convention of the free State legislature
Kansas had been realized, it might haYe been necessary for him to u
the military force under his command to suppress l' f~sistanee to tl

SECRETARY OF WAR.

33

xecution of the laws, and he would have had no difficulty in finding
is authority both in the President's proclamation and in the letter of
nstructions which accompanied it. But if the exigency was only
nticipated, it is not perceived how authority is to be drawn from
"ther, or both, to employ a military force to disperse men because
ey were 'elected and organized without law.'
"The reference to the dissatisfaction of the Missourians seems to be
holly inappropriate to the subject under consideration) and the
epartment is at a loss to understand why that reference was made;
e more so, because, in answer to an inquiry from Colonel Sumner,
e was distinctly informed, by letter of March 26, 1856, that the
epartment expected him, in the discharge of his duty, to make no
·scrimination founded on the section of the country from which pe.rns might or had come.
"JEFF'N DAVIS, Secretary of War.
"WAR DEPARTMENT, August 27, 1856."
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
S. COOPER,
Adjutant General.
Colonel E. V. SuMNER, 1st Cavalry, Syracuse, N. Y.

ADJUTANT GENERAL'S OFFICE,
Washington, September 24, 1856.
GENERAL: Your letter of the lOth instant, relative to the state of
airs in Kansas Territory, with the accompanying reports and corspondence, has been laid before the Secretary of War, and by him
turned to this office with the following endorsement:
"The only distinction of parties which, in a military point of view,
is necessary to note, is that which distinguishes those who respect
d maintain the laws and organized government from those who come for revolutionary resistance to the constituted authorities and laws
the land. The armed combination of the latter class came within
e denunciation of the President's proclamation, and are proper subts upon which to employ the military force.
''Instructions of the Executive for the complete organization of the
·litia of the Territory, and the authority given to the general comnding to make requisition for such of that militia as he might reire, did not look, under the circumstances, to the delay incident to
otal disbandment and new organization of the militia. And it is
be feared that with the time thus lost will pass the opportunity
that full protection of uno:ffending citizens, and for that exemplary
dication of the supremacy of the law which the reputation and
nity of the government demand.
"The requisition for a heavy field-battery was anticipated, and snch
ne as within described was some time since ordered to be sent to
rt Leavenworth. rrhe defect of the prairie gun-carriages having
Vol. ii- -3
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been discovered, new carriages of greater strength have been constructed, and will probably soon be received.
"Instructions have been given for the supply of the requisite num·
ber of horses, and for the recruits for the mounted regiments,
recommended.
"The address and good conduct of Lieutenant Colonel Cooke is fully
appreciated and highly approved.
"The department has -unabated confidence in the zeal and single-!
ness of purpose with which the general commanding devotes himseiti
to the delicate duty with which he is charged, and is encouraged b
his a.ssurances to hope that his success will be as great as the exigenc
req mres.
u JEFF'N DAVIS, Secretary of War.
''WAR DEPARTMENT, September 23, 1856."
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
S. COOPER,
Ad;;'utant General.
Brevet Maj. Gen. P. F. SMITH, United States Army,
Commanding Department of the West, Fort Leavenworth, K. T.
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ADJUTANT GENERAL'S OFFICE,
Washington, September 29, 1856.
GENERAL: Your letter of the 15th instant, enclosing several com
munications relative to the state of affairs in Kansas Territory a
that time, has been laid before the Secretary of War, and by him r~
turned to this office, with the following endorsement :
"Authority has been given to cover all the wants which have bee
communicated in relation to arms and ammunition. The requis¥
tions were not only anticipated, but in some respects exceeded.
'' Orders have been given for the purchase of horses and en1ist1n
recruits, as recommended. The horses heretofore purchased under
previous authority, though intended for the mounted riflemen, rna
be assigned to the dragoon and cavalry regiments, if the wants of th
public service should require it. The authority given to make requ~
sitions on the governor of the Territory for such part of the militi•
as may be required in military operations was intended to avoid th
delay which is represented as the consequence of drawing addition
troops from Illinois and Kentucky.
"JEFF'N DAVIS, Secretary of War.
"WAR DEPARTMENT, September 27, 1856."
I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient se
vant,
~
S. COOPER,
.AdJutant General.
Bvt. Maj. Gen. P. F. SMITH, U. S. Army,
Commanding Department of the West,
Fort Leavenworth, K. T.
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ADJUTANT GENERAL'S OFFICE,

Washington, Noverriber 13, 1856.
nGENERAL: Your letter of the 14th ultimo, enclosing several comas munications relative to the state of affairs in Kansas Territory at its
date, has been duly laid before the Secretary of War, and by him rey turned to this office, with the following endorsement:

e"Read.-The discrimination and good judgment displayed by
alf Lieutenant Colonel Cooke receives unqualified commendation. Emby barrassed, as he naturally was, by the~ seeming conflict between the

cy letter of the governor, addressed to him on the 28th September, and
the circular letter of September 30, the course which Lieutenant
Colonel Cooke pursued manifests that energy and great discrimination which, under the circumstances, could alone have prevented a
secret armed invasion and further disturbances to the peace and good
order of Kansas.
.
"JEFF'N DAVIS, Secretary of War.
"WAR DEPARTMENT, November 8, 1856."

mat
re-

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
S. COOPER,
.Ady'utant General.
Bvt. Maj. Gen. P. F. SMITH, U.S. Army,
Commanding Department of the West,
Fort Leavenworth, K. T.

No.2.
REPORTS FROM COLONEL E. V. SUMNER.

Gllonel E. V. Sumner to Assistant Adjutant General, Department of
the West, May 23, 1856.
lonel E. V. Sumner to Col. S. Cooper, May 23, 1856, enclosingRon. Wm. A. Howard to Col. E. V. Sumner, May 16, 1856.
Col. E. V. Sumner to Hon. Wm. A. Howard, May 16, 1856.
Hon. Wilson Shannon to Col. E. V. Sumner, May 21, 1856.
Hon. Wilson Shannon to Col. E. V. Sumner, May 21, 1856.
James Mcintosh to Col. E. V. Sumner, May 21, 1856.
Colonel E. V. Sumner to Major J. Sedgwick, May 22, 1856.
Colonel E. V. Sumner to Assistant Adjutant General, Department"'of
he West, May 28, 1856.
Colonel E. V. Sumner to Col. S. Cooper, May 28, 1856, enclosingRon. Wilson Shannon to Col. E. V. Sumner, May 27, 1856.
Colonel E. V. Sumner to Assistant Adjutant General, Department 'of
the West, June 2, 1856.
L
lonel E. V. Sumner to Col. S. Cooper, June 2, 1856, enclosingRon. Wilson Shannon to Col. E. V. Bumner, June 1, 1856.
Major John Sedgwick to Col. E. V. Sumner, June 1, 1856.
Captain E. W. B. Newby to Ron. W. Shannon, May 31, 18,).,6.
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Colonel E. V. Sumner to Col. S. Cooper, June 8, 1856, enclosing-Ron. Wilson Shannon to Col. E. V. Sumner, June 4, 1856.
Hon. Wilson Shannon to Col. E. V. Sumner, June 4, 1856.
Colonel E. V. Sumner to Hon. W. Shannon, June 4, 1856.
Hon. Wilson Shannon to Col. E. V. Sumner, June 4, 1856.
Proclamation of Hon. Wilson Shannon, Governor of the Territory of Kansas, June 4, 1856.
I..~ieut. Col. P. St. George Cooke to Col. S. Cooper, June 18, 1856.
Colonel E. V. Sumner to Assistant Adjutant General, Department of
the West, June 23, 1856.
Colonel E. V. Sumner to Col. S. Cooper, June 23, 1856, enclosingRon. Wilson Shannon to Col. E. V. Sumner, June 14, 1856.
Hon. Wilson Shannon to Col. E. V. Sumner, June 14, 1856.
Colonel E. V. Sumner to Col. S. Cooper, June 30, 1856, enclosingHon. Wilson Shannon to Col. E. V. Sumner, June 23, 1856.
Hon. Wilson Shannon to Col. E. V. Sumner, June 23, 1856.
Colonel E. V. Sumner to D. Woodson, esq., Acting Governor
of Kansas Territory, June 28, 1856.
'
Colo:ael E. V. Sumner to Col. S. Cooper, July 1, 1856, enclosingColonel E. V. Sumner to D. Woodson, esq., Acting Governor
of Kansas Territory, July 1, 1856.
Daniel Woodson, esq., to Col. E. V. Sumner, June 30, 1856.
Colonel E. V. Sumner to Col. S. Cooper, July 7, 1856, enclosingProclamation of Daniel Woodson, esq., Acting Governor of the
Territory of Kansas, July 7, 1856.
Colonel E. V. Sumner to Adjutant General of the army, with endorsement of Secretary of War, August 11, 1856.
Colonel E. V. Sumner to Adjutant General of the army, August 31,
1856.
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HEADQUARTERS 1sT . CAvALRY,
0
Fort Leavenworth, K. T., May 23, 1856. aJ
SIR: On the requisition of Governor Shannon, I detached Major
Sedgwick, this morning, with four companies, to proceed to Lawrenee, Lecompton, and Topeka, to preserve the peace, maintain the
laws, and protect peaceable citizens in their persons and property.
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
E. V. SUMNER,
Colonel lst Cavalry, Commanding.
AssiSTANT ADJUTANT GENERAL,
Department of the West.

HEADQUARTERS 1ST CAVALRY,
Fort Leavenworth, May 23, 1856.
CoLONEL : I enclo8e a requisition from Governor Shannon of the 21st
instant. Major Sedgwick will march this morning with four compa·
nies. ·
s

'r

I also forward several letters that I have recently received from the
governor and others, and my instructions to Major Sedgwick.
I am, Colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
E. V. SUMNER,
Colonel 1st Cavalry.
U,Ionel S. CooPER,

AdJutant General U. S. Army.

FRIDAY MoRNING, May 16, 1856.
MY DEAR SIR: I send up a copy of the marshal's reply to the citizens of Lawrence; also of letter of citizens to me, which left there at
12 o'clock.
We of course cannot go back there; and if we could, it would
avail nothing. I feel embarrassed at troubling you so often with
communications upon which I suppose you can take no action; but I
trust the interests of humanity will suggest a sufficient apology.
With the highest respect, your obedient servant,
WM. A. HOWARD .
Colonel E. V. SuMNER, Fort Leavenworth.

HEADQUARTERS,
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Fort Leavenworth, May 16, 1856.

Sm: I have just received your note dated this day. The people of
Lawrence have never received any encouragement from me that United
States troops would be placed in Lawrence to keep the peace, and
prevent illegal acts. On the contrary, a committee that called on me
to ask for protection were expressly told that the affair was in the hands
ofthe governor, that he alone had the power to call out the troops,
and if they had any application to make it must be made to him.
I am, sir, with much respect, your obedient servant,
E. V. SUMNER,
Colonel 1st Cavalry, Commanding.
Honorable WM . .A. HowARD,

Kansas Commission.
HEADQUARTERS,

Fort Leavenworth, K. T., May 22, 1856.
R. RANSOM, JR.
EXECUTIVE OFFICE,

Lecompton, K. T., May 21, 1856.
R CoLONEL: The United States marshal will probably get through
· g his process, as far at least as he can, on to-day or to-morrow.
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The grand jury of the United States district court had found bills o
indictment against some seven or eight for treason in conspiring
overturn the government of the United States in this Territory.
Several of these persons thus charged are in Lawrence, and will
arrested this day or to-morrow. The marshal will then dismiss th
posse. The moment he does this, I desire to make a requisition o
you for three companies-one to be stationed at or near Lawrence
one at or near this place, and the third at or near Topeka, in order
preserve the peace, and secure the due execution of the laws.
The more I see, and the more I reflect on the plan that we talke
over when you were here for preserving the peace and good order ·
this Territory, the more I am convinced of its necessity; yet this can
not safely be done until the posse of the United States marshal is di
missed, which I hope will be to-day or to-morrow. I will send
special despatch as soon as this takes place. My object in droppin
you these hasty lines is to advise you of my intentions, so that yo
can be prepared to move without delay.
Yours, with great respect,
WILSON SHANNON.
Colonel SuMNER.

EXECUTIVE OFFICE,

Lecompton, K. T., May 21, 1856.
SrR: The United States marshal has made all the arrests in La
renee that can, in his judgment, now be made, and dismissed his poss
The sheriff has also got through making arrests on warrants in h
hands, and I presume by this time has dismissed his posse. In vie
of the excitement and present state of feeling in the country, and £
the purpose of securing the safety of the citizen.s both in person a
property, as well as to aid in the execution of the laws and preserv
tion of the peace of the Territory, I think it necessary to have s
tioned at or near Lawrence one company of United States troops,
like company at or near this place, and a like company at or n
Topeka. I have therefore to ask you to detach from your comma
three companies, one to be stationed at or near each place above desi
nated.
It is important that this should be done with as little delay as
sible. Some three or four arrests have been made by the U ni
States marshal of persons charged by the grand jury of the Unit
States district court with the crime of high treason. Bills of a si
lar character have been found in the same court against others. T
armed organization to resist the laws would seem to be broken up
the present, so far as-the town of Lawrence is concerned; but there
danger that this formidable organization may show itself at so
other point, unless held in check by the presence of a force compet
to put it down. The only force that I feel safe in using in these ci
?o~n;otions is .the troops of the United States; and by a prompt a
J!lcdiCwus locatwn of these troops at proper points in the Territory

SECRETARY OFt WAR.

39

of feel confident that order will be restored, the supremacy of the law
to maintained, and a civil war prevented.
Yours, with great respect and esteem,
be
WILSON SHANNON.
jhe
Colonel SuMNER.
on
ce,
· to

~ed

CAMP AT MAJoR CLARK's,

(Near Lecompton,) K. T., May 21, 1856.

CoLoNEL: I have the honor to report, for your information, that I
called on the governor yesterday evening to ascertain if my detachment would be required here beyond the 24th instant, when myrations would be consumed. He told me that.it would be necessary for
me to remain at present, and said, in addition, that he would either
to-day or to-morrow call upon you for three or four companies, to be
stationed at different points in the Territory-naming Lawrence, Lecompton, and Topeka. I will give you a brief account of how matters stand at present. There are probably from five to seven hundred armed men on the pro-slavery side organized into companies,
mo~t of which marched last evening with the United States marshal
eX the Territory for Lawrence. For the last two or three days these
men have been stationed between Lawrence and Lecompton, stopping
and disarming all free-State men, making some prisoners, and in
many cases pressing the horses of free-State settlers into service.
I have heard also of a good many men of the pro-slavery party being stopped near Lawrence, but I do not think they have detained
any of them. Night before last two of the free-State men were killed
by some of the pro-slavery party; in one instance this result (so far
I can ascertain) was brought about by a party not stopping when
4hallenged by a pro-slavery patrol; and in the other instance, it apa patrol from Lawrence challenged two pro-slavery men, when
;jTJI.·• . ti!Uv"" were exchanged, and a free-State man was killed, and a pro.ah lua.\IP.rv man was wounded.
these occurrences as I heard them in Lecompton. With
a class of men as there are in this Territory, excited as they are,
~:~H!'·•·,..n.t.\& arrayed against each other, great excesses will be committed ;
already persons who have taken no interest in the struggle, but
_ ,..... u.+IYT living on their claims, have been molested, and their personal
taken away and destroyed. I believe the governor's intenIs, as soon as the marshal succeeds in making his arrests, (which
probably be by this evening,) to place this portion of the Terri.. .,~~_,,., ........ under strict military police, and I think strong measures will
Tf\•,·•••o to be taken to prevent outrages. The last rumors from Lawnnce were, that a great many persons had left, and that they did not
n:ne~·~m~~~::~u" to make any resistance. Even if they do not, I think probably
some portion of the town will suffer; for instance, the FreeHotel and the printing office. It is very doubtful if such a body
·
men will go there and be governed and checked by the
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If my detachment is to remain here beyond the 24th, I would re
spectfully request you to direct the commissary to send me hard brea
instead of flour, and one day in three or four, pork. I can get fres
beef in town daily. In case you send part of the regiment, it is prope
for me to add, that they will be able to procure fresh beef daily a
Lawrence or Lecompton; of Topeka I know nothing. The boats a
Lecompton are miserable, and any body of fifty horsemen would be de
layed probably a day in crossing. The road through Lawrence would
therefore, be much the shortest in the end. I send this express
day, as I understand the roads are very heavy, and that it may pos
sibly take three days to reach here with wagons.
I have the honor to be, Colonel, your obedient servant,
JAMES MciNTOSH,
1st Lieut. 1st Cavalry, Commanding Detachment.
Col. E. V. SuMNER,
1st Cavalry, Commanding Fort Leavenworth, K. T.

HEADQUARTERS 1sT CAVALRY,

Fort Leavenworth, K. T., May 22, 1856.
MAJOR: In compliance with a requisition of Governor Shanno
you will march to-morrow morning at 8 o clock, with C, E, F, a
K companies.
Company C will be stationed near Lawrence, F and K near L
compton, and E near Topeka. The object of this movement is
preserve peace in the Territory, to maintain the laws, and to prot
the persons and property of peaceable citizens.
You will report to the governor, and receive his orders; but in e
ecuting these orders you will bear in mind that, u:o.der the orders
the President, you will be held responsiole for the manner in whic
it js done.
You will please use the utmost circumspection, and avoid, if po
sible, collisions with the people.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
E. V. SUMNER,
Colonel 1st Cavalry, Commanding.
:Major J. SEDGWICK,
1st Cavalry.
HEADQUARTERS,

Official :

Fort Leavenworth, K. T., May 23, 1856.
R. RANSOM, JR.

HEADQUARTERS 1sT CAVALRY,

Fort Leavenworth, May 28, 1856.

Sm: I have to report that a requisition was received from Gover
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e- Shannon last night for two more companies, and they will march imad mediately.
sh No one can say what the end will be.
er I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
at
E. V. SUMNER,
at
Colonellst Cavalry, Commanding.
eAssiSTANT ADJUTANT GENERAL,
Ld,
Department of the West.
o-

OS-

HEADQUARTERS 1sT CAvALRY,
CoLONEL:

Fort Leavenworth, JJ!lay 28, 1856.
I received last night the enclosed requisition from the

governor.
Two more companies will march immediately for Lawrence.
From present appearances, it looks very much like running into a
warfare. If the matter had been taken in hand at an earlier
as I earnestly advised the governor, the whole disturbance would
been suppressed without bloodshed.
that time we held a high moral position in the Territory that
have looked down all opposition from all parties. As the affair
stands, there is great danger of our being compelled to use force.
the event of my receiving General Harney's orders to move before
governor is willing to have the troops withdrawn from their presstations, what shall be done?
I am, Colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
E. V. SUMNER,
Colonel 1st Cavalry, Commanding.
0

. . . ,&'VLJLL.la

ExECUTIVE OFFICE,

Lecompton, K. 1'., May 27, 1856.
: I received last night, about.l2.o'clock, reliable information by
despatch !rom Ossawatomie, 1n the county of Franklin, that
Saturday mght five persons had been taken out of their houses
murdered; that it seemed to be a regular system of pri&8fi(Lssu'lation which the free-State party had adopted towards
nts. U~der .these circm:~stan~es, I am compelled to send
country Captain Weans with his whole command who is
at Lawrence, leaving that place without any force. ' I have
you, therefore, to send me two more companies, with directions
to camp at or near Lawrence until they receive further
Yours, with great respect,
WILSON SHANNON.
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HEADQUARTERS,

Fort Leavenworth, June 2, 1856.
SIR: I have the honor to report that in compliance with a requis'
ti.on from Governor Shannon, received this morning, two more co
panies will leave this post this morning.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
E. V. SUMNER,

Colonel, Commanding.
AssiSTANT ADJUTANT GENERAL,

Headquarters Department of the West, St. Louis, Mo.
NoTE.-I leave this morning for the scene of ~he difficulty. One
my detachments has been fired upon; one man and two hor
wounded.
Very respectfully,
E. V. SUMNER,

Colonel, Commanding.
HEADQUARTERS FIRST CAvALRY'

Fort Leavenworth, K. T., June 2, 185o.
CoLONEL: I enclose another requisition from the governor. T
more companies will march immediately.
I shall go out myself to-day to confer with the governor, and
place the troops where they will have the most influence in repressi
these disorders.
If the armed civil posses had not been allowed to act, as I earnest
advised the governor, these disturbances would not have happe
As the matter now stands, no man can see the end of them.
The firing upon the troops is a very serious affair.
I am, Colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
E. V. SUMNER,

Colonel First Cavalry, Commanding.
Colonel S. CooPER,

AdJutant General, United States Army.

ExECUTIVE OFFICE,
J~me 1, 1856.
StR: I desire to obtain from you two more companies-one
strengthen Captain Newby, at Lawrence; the other Captain Wood,
Franklin county, south of Lawrence. Both these commands are
weak to deal with the armed bodies of lawless men by which they r
surrounded.
Major Sedgwick will communicate to you more detail6ld informat'
as to what has transpired.
Yours, with great respect,
WILSON SHANNON.
Q:>lonel SuMNER.

Lecompton K. T.,
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CAMP NEAR LECOMPTON, K. T., J1tne I, 1856.
CoLONEL: I enclose herewith a copy of a despatch received last night
by the governor from Captain Newby. I returned from Topeka on
the 30th ultimo, and found that the governor bad sent an order for
Captain Walker to join him, (with the strongest company,) and, with
the marshal, to proceed to make some arrests, some eight or ten miles
from this place, and, after making the arrests, to join us at this
camp in the course of the night. If I bad been here at the time, I
should have ordered Captain Newby up; but as the governor had
given the order, and as Mr. Mcintosh had joined him, I concluded to
make no change. I saw the governor this morning. He said he
uld not dispense with any of the troops here, and should ask you to
end him two more companies-one to join Captain Wood, the other
Captain Newby.
At Topeka everything was perfectly quiet. No one would suppose
that any disturbances existed. Mr. Crittenden and ten men have
one with the Indian agent, to be absent for ten or twelve days. The
overnor spoke of ordering Captain Sturgis to Lawrence; but re:flectg that court met to-morrow at Tecumseh, (five miles from Topeka,)
d that the grand jury would probably find bills against some of the
"tizens, he concluded to leave the company at that place. Considerle alarm was created in town last night by two or three armed pa:r"es coming in, supposed for the purpose of burning some of the
ildings. They were fired on, and chased out. A patrol was sent
t from our camp, but found everything quiet.
Captain Wood reports large armed bands prowling in his vicinity.
e ordered them to disperse, which they did; but it is so easy for
em to reassemble, he thinks they may have done so. The governor
ys his information reports they are organized with cannon, &c., &c.
here are so many rumors afloat, and so little truth in them, that ii
difficult to separate them from falsehood. There are undoubtedly
any outrages committed daily; some of them of the most atrocious
aracter.
There are several cases of measles in companies "F" and "K," and
e in" G." With this exception, the health of the troops is good.
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JOHN SEDGWICK,
MaJor First Cavalry.
Colonel E. V. SuMNER,
Commanding Fort Leavenworth, K. T.

CAMP NEAR LAWRENCE, K. T.,
May 31, 1856.
Sm: I have the honor to report that this morning information
ched me that a family living six miles west of Lawrence were ated and driven from their home. I immediately sent a non-qom-
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missioned officer and two privates with instructions to repair to th
place and inquire into the state of affairs, and report immediately
me. One of the men returned in about three hours, and reported th
one of the party sent by myself was badly wounded, and also two o
of the three horses were wounded. I, on receiving the information
repaired with ten men of my command to the place of conflict. 0
m-riving there, I found that a party of men had fired from a hou
and wounded one man and two horses. The men, however, that fire
the shots, were not to be found. I was enabled, however, before
left, to apprehend one of the party, who, upon examination) confesse
that he was engaged in the firing. I have him in close confinernen
in the camp) waiting your orders in the case.
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
E. W. B. NEWBY,
Captain First Cavalry.
Hon. W. SHANNON,
Governor of Kansas Territ01·y.

A true copy.
J. B. MciNTYRE,
Lieutenant First Cavalry.

HEADQUARTERS FIRST CAvALRY'
Fort Leavenworth, June 8, 185'6,
CoLONEL: I have just returned to this post to prepare the last t
companies of my regiment to take the field. On the 5th instant, 1.
soon as I received the enclosed proclamation, I moved from Lecompto
with about 50 men to disperse a band of freesoilers who were e
campted near Prairie City ; this band had had a fight with the pr
slavery party, and had taken 26 prisoners. As I approached the t
they sent out to request me to halt; which of course was not don
and the leaders then came out to meet me, as I was advancing. The t
yielded at once, and I ordered them to release all prisoners, and
disperse immediately, which was complied with. While engaged·
this camp in seeing my orders carried into effect, I received intelligen
that two or three hundred of the pro-slavery party, from Missouri an 1
eisewhere, were approaching, and I immediately turned my attentio b
to them. I found them halted at two miles distance, (about 250 strong, t
a.nd, to my great surprise, I found Colonel Whitfield, the member
Congress, and General Coffee, of the militia, at their head. I said
these gentlemen that I was there by order of the President, and t fj
proclamation of the governor, to disperse all armed bodies assembl
without authority ; and further, that my duty was perfectly plain, an
would certainly be done. I then requested General Coffee to assemb to
his people, and I read to them the President's despatch and the go to
ern or's proclamation.
f
The general then said that he should not resist the authority ofth 0
general government, and that his party would disperse, and shortl

f

b
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1a.fterwards

they moved off. Whether this is a final dispersion of these
lawless armed bodies, is very doubtful.
H the proclamation of the governor had been issued six months
•lier, and had been rigidly maintained, these difficulties would have
\een avoided. As the matter now stands, there is great danger of a
1 rious commotion.
I am, Colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
E. V. SUMNER,
Colonel First Cavalry, Commanding.
Colonel S. CooPER,
.AdJutant General, U. 8. A.

EXECUTIVE OFFICE,

Lecompton, K. T.) June 4, 1856.
Sm: I desire to have carried out the following plan, with the view
preserving the peace and good order of this Territory :
lat. A detachment of troops to be stationed at or near the town of
·n, to protect that place from attacks which have been repeattened, and for the purpose of repelling any armed force
may approach from below, with the view of attacking or molestcitizens of Lawrence.
A similar detachment to be stationed at or near Mr. Tehay' s,
is eight miles up the Wakarusa valley from Franklin.
3d. A similar.detachment to be stationed at or near Mr. Buckley's,
Hickory Point, about eight miles distant from Blanton's Bridge.
A similar <Wtachment to be stationed at or near St. Bernard,
southern part of this (Douglas) county.
_vu·ect1"c1ns have already been given to Captain Wood to station a
of his command at this place.
A detachment of troops to be ~ent forthwith to Palmyra, or
where the difficulties occurred the day before yesterday,
orders to despatch all armed bodies of men who are threatening
peace of the country, and who are not organized under the law.
should be compelled to give up to the owners all horses or other
taken or pressed into their service, to discharge and set at
prisoners by them taken and held ; and if they refuse to
should be used to compel them to do so, and they should
d.e11rnred of their arms. All armed bodies of men not acting under
should be dispersed, and, if they reassemble, should be dieThis is not applicable to citizens organized into military
under the law and legally called out, or to those who in good
ve associated themselves together merely to repel a threatenon themselves or property, and not for any aggressive act .
. All notices given to citizens or persons found in the Territory
the country, or their houses, or any particular locality, are
considered and treated as violations of law, as tending to breaches
peace, and to excite violence and disorder.
For carrying out the above plan no distinction or inquiry is
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to be made as to party ; but all parties and persons are to be trea
alike under like circumstances.
8th. All law-abiding citizens, no matter to what party they rna
belong, must be protected in their persons and property ; and a
military organizations to resist the execution of the laws, or to di
turb the peace and good order of the Territory, must be dispersed.
Yours, with respect,
WILSON SHANNON.
Colonel SuMNER.

ExECUTIVE OFFICE,
Lecompton, K. T., June 4, 1856.
SIR: It is said there are about three hundred free-State men i
Prairie City, fortified and prepared to fight. Captain Pate and so
twenty or thirty prisoners are said to be confined at this place.
This place is near Palmyra, and a little south of the Santa Fe
Yours, &c.,
WILSON SHANNON.
Colonel SuMNER.

HEADQUARTERS FIRST CAvALRY'
Near Lecompton, June 4, 1856.
GovERNOR: I will march the moment I receive the proclamatio
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
E. V. SUMNER,
Colcmel18t Cavalry, Commanding.
His Excellency YV. SHANNON.

HEADQUARTERS,
J!''o'J't Leavenworth, K. T., June 8, 1856.
Official:
E. V. SUMNER,
Colonel 1st Cavalry.

EXECUTIVE OFFICE,
Lecompton, K. T., June 4) 1856.

Brn.: l nave just 1eceived. -reliable in:fm:ma.t\()n. fr()m Franklin. t

that place was attacked last night by a body of arm~d men n~m
ing about one hundred and fifty, and that one man 1n Franklin
mortally wounded, and some five or six taken. -prisoners.
I have also reliable information that the house of Lakago is to
attacked this night) and a messenger has been sent in for aid.
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Unless prompt measures are taken, the citizens of the Wakarusa
will all be butchered by this lawless band of assassins.
The troops must move at once, or the people will rise in mass to
fend themselves and their friends, and Missouri will pour into this
erritory her thousands.
I do hope you will adopt prompt measures to put a stop to these
trages-to defend Franklin and Lakago house.
Any delay in planting the military posts at the places I have desigted will lead to fearful consequences. A few days' delay will supere the necessity.
The proclamation is being now set up; I will soon send you a
umber of copies.
Yours, with respect,
WILSON SHANNON.
Colonel SuMNER.
N. B. The bearer of this will pilot a detachment to Lakago house.
his is one of the places where I proposed to station a detachment of
oops.
It seems these lawless ;men attack and shoot down our citizens in
ew of the United States troops.

~lley

PROCLAMATION

By the Governor of the Territory of Kansas.
Whereas information has been received by us that armed bodies of
en exist in different parts of this Territory, who have committed,
nd threaten to commit acts of lawless violence on peaceable and unending citizens, taking them prisoners, despoiling them of their
perty, and threatening great personal violence:
It appearing, also, that armed combinations have been formed for
e avowed purpose of resisting the execution of the territorial laws
d preventing the execution of any process by the officers of this
erritory:
It appearing, further, that indviduals as well as associated bodies
men have assumed to themselves the power of notifying citizens of
e Territory to leave their abodes, and in some cases to quit the
untry, under threats of inflicting severe penaltie2 on those who do
t comply:
Now, therefore, I, Wilson Shannon, governor of the Territory of
ansas, do issue this my proclamation, to command all persons beging to military organizations within this Territory, not authorby the laws thereof, t@ disperse and retire peaceably to their.
ective abodes, and to warn all such persons that these military
ga.nizations for such purposes are illegal, and, if necessary, will be
persed by the military force placed by the President of the United
tes at my disposal for the purpose of pre.s erving the peace and e.nrcing the laws of the Territory; that steps have been taken to d1s-
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perse all unlawful military organizations which are threatening t
peace of the country and the good order of society, and to disarm the
should they reassemble.
All civil officers of the government are required to be vigilant i
enforcing the laws against such offenders, and in protecting the cit'
zens, both in their persons and property, against all violence a
wrong.
I further declare that all notices given to citizens, or persons foun
in the Territory to leave the same, or their houses, or any particula
locality, are unauthorized by law and highly reprehensible, as tendin
to breaches of the peace and violence and disorder.
I further declare that all law-abiding citizens of the Territory
without regard to party names or distinctions, must be protected i
their persons and property ; and that all military organizations
resist the execution of the laws of the Territory, or to disturb t
peace thereof, must be dispersed. And all aggressing parties fro
without the Territory must be repelled. That the military for
placed under the control of the executive of this Territory is ampl
sufficient to enforce the laws and to protect the citizens in their right
I further declare that, in carrying out this proclamation, no a·
tinction or inquiry is to be made as to party, but all persons of a
parties are to be treated alike under like circumstances.
Obedience to the laws, and consequent security of the citizens
Kansas, are primary objects; and all lawless violence within the Te
ritory, in whatever form it may manifest itself, must be represse
and the proclamation of the President of the United States of the 1lt
of February last will be strictly enforced, and a requisition has boo
made on Colonel Sumner for a sufficient military force to insure o
dience to this proclamation.
I call on all good citizens to aid and assist in preserving the peac
repressing violence, and in bringing offenders to justice, and in mai
taining the supremacy of the law.
In testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and caused t
[ L. s. J seal of the Territory to be affixed, this 4th day of J nne, 185
WILSON SHANNON.
By the governor :
DANIEL WOODSON,

Secretary.

HEADQUARTERS DETACHMENT 2D DRAGOONS,

Camp near Tecumseh, K. T., June 18, 1856.

8rn: On the 12th instant I received a requisition from Govern
Shannon, dated Fort Leavenworth, June 11th, to report to him fort
with at Lecompton with all my disposable force, as large bodies
men were collecting south of the town of Lawrence, threatening t
peace of the whole Territory.
On the 13th, early_, I marched from Fort Riley with 134 rank a
file, 124 horses, (all I had,) and one 6-pounder, and arriv~d in
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vicinity of Lecompton on the 15th, (90 or 95 miles.) I saw on the
oad no excitement, and no symptoms of disorder. I rode into Lecompon next morning. GovernorS. was absent, attending to some private
matters in the vicinity. I heard on all sides that the state of affairs
was improving ; Mr. Secretary Woodson expressed to me his opinion
hat the military were powerless for good, and stating an example to
how that they did harm by malefactors taking advantage of the proction of their vicinity to commit midnight outrages. He also stated
hat there was no doubt that a force of Missourians who had lately
rossed into the Territory, and which was the occasion of the call upon
e, had retired over the river.
Governor Shannon returned in the afternoon. He informed me
hat a week or ten days before the Missourians had come over ; that
olonel f:;umner had taken nearly all his force in their direction, and
hat he had not received official information of the result, but expected
certainly that night or next morning. I returned to camp and
'sited him next day (yesterday) at noon. He had no information.
I conversed freely with the governor on the employment of a large
ilitary force, legally so powerless under the usual circumstances,
d asked him if he did not think a called session of the district court,
r the trial and prompt punishment of the numerous prisoners, would
more effectual? He agreed with me, and observed that Judge
ecompte had not empannelled a jury in the Territory.
The disorders in the Territory have, in fact, changed their characr, and consist now of robberies and assassinations, by a set of bans whom the excitement of the times has attracted hither.
I told the governor that frow. my very long service on the frontiers
Missouri I was well known to its citizens, and that they had trust
d confidence in me; that I had a strong conviction that, by reservmyself from the petty embroilments of armed constabulary duty,
hould be able, in a real crisis, to exercise a very beneficial moral
uence; that I had brought nearly all my officers, and a large dehment of uninstructed recruits had just gone up, which made my
urn important, to prepare for whatever might be required of me;
d that, as it appeared there was nothing for me to do, I should return.
He only replied that he had rather I should not go until he heard
ther. I told him that I should move my camp, then, less than ten
les that afternoon, and that if anything extraordinary came to light
could easily inform me before this morning; he assented, and two
rs after I marched here, nine or ten miles; and, nothing having
rred, shall proceed to my post. I left a company of 1st cavalry
r Lecompton.
will only add that the Secretary of War's letter of February 15 ·
titutes the total of my instructions.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant.
P. ST. GEORGE COOKE,
Lieutenant Colonel commanding 2d Dragoons.
lonel S. CooPER,
.Aqjutant General U. 8. .Army, Washington city.
Vol. ii--4
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HEADQUARTERS 1sT CAVALRY,
Fort Leavenworth, June 23, 1856.
SIR: I returned to this post last night. I have been busily en
gaged in dispersing armed bodies of both parties, and have been
fortunate as to do it without meeting with resistance.
I have stationed five companies, in two camps, near Westport,
prevent any further inroads from that part of Missouri.
I do not think there is an armed party in the Territory, with th
exception of a few freebooters, who may be together in small numbers
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
E. V. SUMNER,
Col. 1st Cavalry, Commanding.
AssiSTANT ADJUTANT GENERAL,
Department of the West, St. Louis, Mo.

HEADQUARTERS 1sT CAVALRY,
Fort Leavenworth, June 23, 1856.
CoLONEL: I returned to this post last night. On the 14th insta
I concentrated several companies at Palmyra, on the Santa Fe ro
and moved down that road, towards the Missouri line. I met t
armed parties on their way into the Territory-one from Missouri a
one from Alabama, but they both returned into Missouri.
I do not think there is an armed body of either party now in t
Territory, with the exception, perhaps, of a few freebooters, w
may be together in small numbers. These fellows belong to b
parties, and are taking advantage of the political excitement to co
mit their own rascally acts.
I have stationed five companies near the Missouri line, to indic
plainly to all that the orders of the President and the proclamat'
of the governor will be maintained.
I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
E. V. SUMNER,
Col. 1st Cavalry, Commanding
Col. S. CooPER, Adjutant General.
EXECUTIVE OFFICE,
Lecompton, K. T., June 14, 185
SIR : I received the enclosed by despatch from the fort, toget
with a telegraphic despatch from the President.
The latter is almost verbatim a copy of the one I received on
boat in passing up the river to the fort.
The President evidently expects that the most energetic meas
will be adopted to preserve order in the Territory, so that no ci
shall have any just cause to complain.
Yours, with respect,
Col. SuMNER.
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EXECUTIVE OFFICE.

June 14, 1856.

Sm: I send you two copies of the proclamation-all I can find.
The complaints of robberies on the roads near Westport are distressing.
I hope you will clear those roads and drive those people back at

once.
Yours, &c.,
W. SHANNON.

Col.

SUMNER.

HEADQUARTERS,

Fort Leavenworth, June 30, 1856.
CoLONEL: I have the honor to forward, herewith, two letters from
the governor, with a copy of my letter to Daniel Woodson, esq., acting governor.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
E. V. SUMNER,
Col. 1st Cavalry, Oomdg.
Col. S. CooPER,
AdJutant General, U. S. Army.

ExECUTIVE OFFICE,

Lecompton, K. T., June 23, 1856.
Sm: I am compelled to visit St. Louis on official business which
no longer be postponed. I will be absent probably about ten
, but I will return as soon as my official duties will permit. In
mean time I deem it of the utmost importance, that the whole of
disposable force should be stationed at suitable points in that
of the Territory which has been most disturbed, and which is
threatened with further disturbance. Your know ledge of the
, and the difficulties which have heretofore existed, will enato dispose of your command so as to be most effective in prethe peace. It is important, I think, to retain one company
between Lawrence and Franklin, one near Palmyra or Hickt, one in the Osawatomie country, and to station two comat Topeka previous to the 4th of July next, the time fixed for
•'-'ulao'l'nbling of the legislature under what is called the free State
n. It is doubtful whether this pretended legislative body
reassemble, as many of the free State party are hostile to such a
; but it is true, OB. the other hand, that there is a number of
party who are zealously urging the members of that body to
on the 4th proximo, and enact a code of laws to be at once put
at all hazards. Now, should this policy be adopted in the
excitable state of the country, I have no hesitation in bethat it would produce an C11tbreak more- fearful by far in its
---.·------ than any which we have heretofore witnessed. The
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peace and quiet which now prevail throughout the whole Territory
wold be destroyed for the time being, and the whole country greatly
agitated. These unfortunate results must be avoided if possible. I
need not say to you that if this legislative body should reassemble on
the 4th next, that those within and without the Territory who seem
to desire to bring about a conflict of arms between the two parties,
would eagerly avail themselves of such an occasion to reorganize their
military companies and commence hostilities against their political
opponents. Indeed, it is impossible to doubt that if this body meets,
enacts laws, and seeks to enforce them, civil war will be the inevitable result. Two governments cannot exist at one and the same time
in this Territory, in practical operation; one or the other must be
overthrown, and the struggle between the legal government established by Congress, and that by the Topeka convention would result
in civil war, the fearful consequences of which no one can foresee.
Should this body reassemble and enact laws, (and they have no other
object in meeting,) they will be an illegal body, threatening the
peace of the whole country, and therefore should be dispersed. Their
meeting together as legislators, and enacting or attempting to enact
laws, will be in direct violation of an express statute. I beg leave
to call your attention to the 23d section on page 280 of th~ Territorial Statutes. That section prescribes: "That if any person shall
take upon himself any office or public trust in this Territory, and exercise any power to do any act appertaining to such office or trusi
without a lawful appointment or deputation, he shall upon conviction
be adjudged guilty of a misdemeanor and punished by fine not ex
ceeding five hundred dollars, or by imprisonment in the county jai
not exceeding one year."
It will not be claimed that the members of this so-called legislativ
assembly have any lawful appointment or deputat~~on-that is, tha
they were elected or appointed in pursuance to any law. The or
ganic act prescribes the mode by which the members of the legisl
tive assembly shall be elected, &c. There is no pretence that th
body in question claims its power or its existence from the organ·
act. These men have therefore no "lawful appointment," and if the
exercise the functions of legislators within this Territory, they viola
the provisions of the above-recited act. There can be no mistak
therefore, in considering them an illegal body, assuming the office
legislators in this Territory in violation of law; and, as such, wh
the peace and tranquillity of the country require it, as they obvious!
do in this case, they should be dispersed.
Should, therefore, this pretended legislative body meet as propos
you will disperse them, peaceably, if you can, forcibly, if necessar
Should they reassemble at some other place, or at the same place, y
will t.ake care that they are again djspersed. The civil authoriti
will be instructed to co-operate with you, if it is found necessary,
order to break up this illegal body, and to institute proceedings agai
the several members under the above statute. But it is hoped a
believed that no such step will be required. If rumor is to be cr
ited, there is danger that armed aggressive parties may enter t
northern part of the Territory with the view of sustaining this p
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tended legislative body and the party who are resisting the execution
Instructions heretofore given, and by which
you have been governed in dispersing all organized bodies of armed
JDen threatening the peace of the country, are applicable to these
armed aggressive parties from the north, which, should they enter
the Territory, you will disperse, and, if necessary for the peace and
security of the country, disarm.
Should the command of Colonel Cooke be necessary to be called out
in my absence, you will notify Colonel Woodson of the fact, and he
will promptly issue his requisition as acting governor upon him.
I have the honor to be yours, with great respect,
WILSON SHANNON.
Col. SuMNER.

Qf the territorial laws.

EXECUTIVE OFFICE,

Lecompton, K. T., June 23, 1856.
Sm: Yours of this instant is received. I am just packing up tq
start for St. Louis. It is impossible for me at this time to make the
new arrangements you suggest before leaving. I do hope it will be
in your power to attend in person to this Topeka legislature. I feel
well assured that they will not be able to obtain a quorum to transact
business. But should we be disappointed in this, I think it is a matter
of the utmost importance that you should be present. You underetand the whole matter, and can do more with those people than any
else. It will be exceeding bad policy to reduce or withdraw either
the regiments in this Territory. It is only the presence of the
in the country, and the knowledge that they can and will be
occasion requires it, that keeps the country quiet at thi:~ time.
write the President and so state. The peace and quiet of this
'Al'l'ltor·v is certainly vastly more important than any object to be ac,..UtJ•.uo••o;:ou. by General Harney.
I will certainly be back in ten days,
hope at least that no change will be made in the programme
I return. Should such be the case, it might bring on difficulties
which it will be exceedingly difficult to extricate the country.
of you to make no change until I return.
Yours, with great respect,
WILSON SHANNON.

HEADQUARTERS 1ST CAVALRY,

Camp on Cedar Creek, June 28, 1856.
DEAR Sm: I have sent Major Sedgewick with two companies to Toto prevent the assemblil'lg of the so-called Topeka legislature.
am decidedly of opinion that that body of men ought not to be
'tted to assemble. It is not too much to say the peace of the
depends upon it. In this affair it is proper that the civil
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authorities should take the lead, and I would respectfully suggest
whether it will not be better (if you find they are bent on meeting)
to have a justice of the peace and the marshal in person join Major
Sedgewick, and have writs drawn and served on every one of them
the moment they get together. I suppose it would be a bailable
offence. If you think there is a possibility of having any difficulty
in carrying out this measure, I will thank 30u to apprise me of it in
time for me to get there; for it is right that I should take all the
responsibility whenever we have to use force.
I do not think they will assemble when they find we are determined
not to permit it.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
E. V. SUMNER,
Col. 1st Cavalry, Commanding.
D. WooDsoN, Esq.,
Acting Governor of Kansas.
I have reason to expect important orders from Washington in a few
days.

E. V. S.
HEADQUARTERS,
Fort Leavenworth, K. T., June 29, 1856.
Official:
R. RANSOM, Jr.

HEADQUARTERS 1st CAvALRY,
Fort Leavenworth, K. T., July 1, 1856
CoLONEL : I enclose a . letter from the acting governor, with my
reply thereto. I shalJ. march in a few hours to Topeka. If they persist in assembling as a legislature, and should be supported by any
considerable number of people, it will be a difficult and delicate
operation to disperse them. I shall act very warily, and shall require
the civil authorities to take the lead in the matter throughout. If
it is possible to disperse them without violence it shall be done.
I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
E. V. SUMNER,
Colonel 1st Cavalry, Commanding.
Col. S. CooPER,
Ad;jutant General.

HEADQUARTERS 1st CAVALRY,
Fort Leavenworth, K. T., July 1, 1856.
DEAR SrR : I have received your letter, dated yesterday. I shall
march in a few hours for Topeka, with a company of cavalry, and
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shall have another company march from the camp at Cedar creek,
making four companies in all that will be concentrated at Topeka.
I shall move up on the north side of the Kansas river, to intercept
any bodies of men that may be coming from the north. I shall be in
camp at Topeka on the 3d instant. I deem it very important that
the civil authorities should take the lead in this matter, and I will
sustain them in all that is right. I should wish Mr. Donaldson, the
marshal, to be there in person.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
E. V. SUMNER,
Colonel 1st Cavalry, Commanding.
D. WoonsoN, Esq.,
Acting Governor.

A true copy:
E. V. SUMNER,
Colonel 1st Cavalry.

ExECUTIVE OFFICE,
Lecompton, K. T., June 30, 1856.
DEAR CoLONEL: Your despatch of the 28th came to hand last evening. There is now no ground to doubt that the bogus legislature will
attempt to convene on the 4th proximo at Topeka, and the most ex've preparations are being made for the occasion. The country
the vicinity of Topeka is represented to be filled with strangers,
are making their way towards that point from all directions.
evening I received information, through a gentleman residing
wrence, that a despatch had been received in that place the night
to the effect that General Lane was on his way to Topeka
very large force, and was then somewhere between that place
Nebraska line.
receiving this information, I sent a despatch to Colonel
requesting him to place all his available forces in the field at
and scour the country between Fort Riley and the crossing opTopeka, placing a detachment at all the principal crossings
Fort Riley and above Topeka, for the purpose of intercepting
invaders and driving them back.
is deemed important that you should be at Topeka in person
at least two more companies, if they can be spared from other
Judge Cato will be on the ground, and I have addressed a
to the United States district attorney, Colonel Isaacs, requesthim to come over at once, and attend in person to getting out the
legal processes.
sentiments of esteem, I am, very respectfully, yours,
DAN. WOODSON,
Acting Governor Kansas Territory .
. E. V. SUMNER, 1st Cavalry,
Fort Leavenworth, Kansas Territory.
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Colonel Sumner will please see that the United States district attorney, Colonel Isaacs, receives the despatch forwarded by the messenger who takes this to him.

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE WEST,
St. Louis, July 3, 1856.
CoLONEL: I informed you by telegraph on the 1st instant of my
arrival here, and having assumed command of the department on that
day. I go up to Fort Leavenworth to-day, no boat having left yesterday. I do not regret the delay, for I learned, after my despatch
of the 1st to you, that Governor Shannon was still here, and I saw
him twice yesterday. He is awaiting the arrival of his family, which
he expects in a day or two, and will then return to Kansas.
The persons chosen under the new constitution as members of the
legislature of the "State of Kansas" were adjourned to meet on the
4th of July, and their assembling, if it takes place, may cause some
disorders; but I have no means of knowing what probability there is
of it. I presume, if the governor thought there was anything serious
to be apprehended, he would not be absent from the Territory; so
that I think there is not much probability of violence on that occasion.
With regard to the general affairs of the department, I can give
no information of value before I have the assistant adjutant general's
books and papers at Fort Leavenworth; everything seems to be well
arranged and conducted.
As a new fiscal year has begun without any appropriation, and
the entire responsibility of all kinds is placed on the department commanders, especially in the new quartermaster's department regulations, I think it proper to say that I shall incur no responsibility for
expenditures, no matter how pressing the necessity, that are not fully
authorized by law and provided for by appropriations, but will await
directions from higher authority.
With the highest respect, your obedient servant,
PERSIFOR F. SMITH,
B1·evet MaJor General Commanding Department.
Col. S. CooPER,
AdJutant General U. S. Army.

HEADQUARTERS 1sT CAVALRY,
Fort Leavenworth, K. 'I'., July 7, 1856.
CoLONEL: I returned from Topeka yesterday, and have the honor to
submit the following report:
I concentrated five companies of my regiment at Topeka on the 3d
instant, and brought up two pieces of artillery on that night. I was
informed on my arrival that the legislature would not meet if I would
give an order forbidding it. I said that that was the province of the
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~vernor, and that he would issue a proclamation to that effect, and
ihat I was particularly anxious that they should yield to it, and not
me to use force. On the morning of the 4th the proclama(enclosed) was read to the people by the marshal, and also that
from the President. A part of the members complied with them,
and did not assemble; but a number of both houses determined to
meet at all hazards, and I was obliged to march my command into
the town, and draw it up in front of the building in which the legislature was to meet. I then went into the house of representatives,
had not organized, and said to them that, under the proclamaof the President and the governor, the Topeka legislature could
11ot assemble and must disperse. They had the good sense to yield at
and to say that they should not array themselves against the
....,~t:hn,.,.l'ties ofthe United States. I then went into the upper house,
· , and made a few remarks to them, and they at once coin- •
with the lower house ; and thus the Topeka government was
ght to an end. There were about five hundred men present, and
was a more delicate affair from the fact that it happened amidst
festivities of the 4th of July. I consider myself very fortunate in
accomplished my object without using an angry word or regone in the slightest degree disrespectful.
I have this moment received General Harney's order for my regito patrol on the Oregon route till further orders. In my letter
you of the 28th of May last, I asked you what should be done in
event of my receiving orders from General Harney to move before
Kansas difficulties were settled. To this I have received no re; and if I do not receive orders from your office that conflict with
Harney's orders by this day's mail, or that of the 9th instant,
feel it to be my duty to disregard at once all Kansas affairs,
concentrate my regiment at this post immediately to prepare for
march.
am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
E. V. SUMNER,
Oolonellst Cavalry, Commanding.
S. CooPER,
Adjutant General U. S. Army.

''!,........ , ...... ..,.., ..

PROCLAMATION.

fhe acting governor of the 'I'erritory of Kansas :

we have been reliably informed that a number of persons,
legislative powers and authority over the people of the
of Kansas, are about to assemble in the town of TopP-ka
of adopting a code of laws or of exercising other
IUilCti'cms, in violation of the act of Congress organizing
ro,.,.,.1'\,•..,., and of the laws adopted in pursuance thereof, and it
t a military organization exists in this Territory for
of sustaining this unlawful legislative movement, and
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"thus, in effect, subvert by violence all present constitutional and
legal authority;" and whereas the President of the United States
has, by proclamation, bearing date the 11th February, 1856, declared
that any "such plan for the determination of the future institutions .
of the Territory, if carried into action, will constitute the fact of insurrection," and therein commanded "all persons engaged in such
unlawful combinations against the constituted authority of the Territory of Kansas, or of the United States, to disperse and retire
peaceably to their respective abodes; and whereas satisfactory evidence
exists that said proclamation of the President has been and is about
to be disregarded by the persons and combinations above referred to:
Now, therefore, I, Daniel Woodson, acting governor of the Territory of Kansas, by virtue of authority vested in me by law, and in
pursuance of the aforesaid proclamation of the President of the United
States, and to the end of upholding the legal and constitutional
authority of the Territory, and of preserving the public peace and
tranquility, do issue this, my proclamation, forbidding all persons
claiming legislative powers and authorities as aforesr...id, from assembling, organizing, or attempting to organize, or act in any legislative
capacity whatever, under the penalties attached to all wilful violators
of the laws of the land and disturbers of the peace and tranquillity
of the country.
In testimony whereof I have hereunto subscribed my hand and
caused to be affixed the seal of the 'ferritory this fourth
day of July, in the year of our Lord eighteen hundred
[ L. s. J
and fifty-six, and of the independence of the United States
the eightieth.
DANIEL WOODSON,
Acting Governor of Kansas Territory.
1
The proclamation of the President and the order under it require
me tv sustain the executive of the Territory in executing the laws
and preserving the peace.
I therefore hereby announce that I shall maintain the proclamation
at all hazards.
E. V. SUMNER,
Colonel 1st Cavalry, Commanding.

HEADQUARTERs, FoRT LEAvENwoRTH, K. T.,
July 7, 1856.
Official-true copy.

E. V. SUMNER,
Colonel 1st Cavalry.

FRENCHMAN's ISLAND'
Oneida Lake, N. Y., August 11, 1856.
CoLONEL: I see in the proceedings of the Senate a letter addresse
to me by yourself, dated July 21, 1856, containing the Secretary o
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War's remarks on my report of the dispersion of the Topeka legislature. As it will be some time before that letter will reach me from
Fort Leavenworth, I think it better to address t.he department at once
on this subject.
The free State legislature of Kansas, elected and organized without
law, was considered by the governor and myself as '' insurrectionary,''
and under the President's proclamation of February last, we felt
bOund to suppress it. If it had been suffered to go on it must have
led to the most serious consequences. Even if they had not attempted
to put their laws in force, the very enactment of them, together with
the other proceedings of an organized legislature, would have encouraged the free State party in a still more decided resistance to the
Jaws that the President had determined must be maintained. Under
these circumstances I felt it to be my duty to maintain the proclamation of acting Governor Woodson. The marshal was sent into
Topeka to read this proclamation, and also the President's, and I had
previously informed the people that I was very anxious that they
ihould comply with them and not compel me to display force on the
occasion. When the marshal returned to my camp he reported to
me that the legislature would assemble in defiance of the proclamations. I knew there was a large body of men there to sustain this
act. I was therefore compelled to march a command into the town ·
and say to the members of the legislature that they could not organize
and must disperse. A convention or mass meeting was in session
titere at the time, and a committee waited upon me to inquire if I
1•11ntend€~d to disperse them. I said " No, by no means ; our citizens
a right to assemble in convention whenever they please. It is
the illegal legislative body with which I have anything to do."
that I have been misunderstood by the government. From
ning to end I have known no party in this affair. My measures
necessarily borne hard against both parties, for both have, in
instances, been more or less wrong. The Missourians were
y satisfied so long as the troops were employed exclusively
the free State party; but when they found that I ~ould be
impartial, that lawless mobs could no longer come from Misand that their interference with the affairs of Kansas was
t to an end, then they immediately raised a hue and cry that
were oppressed by the United States troops.
am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
E. V. SUMNER,
Colonel 1st Cavalry.

[Endorsement.]

President's proclamation having been sent from this departto Colonel Sumner, as a part of his instructions, a general refto that paper is no compliance with the requirements of the
addressed to him, dated July 21, 1856. If any portion of that
I&Dllat:'Lon was understood as directing military officers to use the
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force under their command for the dispersion of an illegal legislative
body, that part of the proclamation should have been specially cited.
If the "serious consequences," anticipated by the colonel commanding 1st cavalry from the convention of the free State legislature of
Kansas had been realized, it might have been necessary for him to
use the military force under his command to suppress resistance to
the execution of the laws, and he would have had no difficulty in
finding his authority, both in the President's proclamation and in the
letter of instructions which accompanied it. But if the exigency was
only anticipated, it is not perceived how authority is to be drawn from
either, or both, to employ a military force to disperse men because
they were "elected and organized without law."
The reference to the dissatisfaction of the Missourians seems to be
wholly inappropriate to the subject under consideration, and the de·
partment is at a loss to understand why that reference is made; the
more so, because, in answer to an enquiry from Colo.;:;.el Sumner, he
was distinctly informed, by letter of 26th March, 1856, that the department expected him, in the discharge of his duty, to make no discrimination, founded on the section of the country from which persons
might or had come.
JEFF'N DAVIS,
Secretary of War.
WAR DEPARTMENT, August 27, 1856.

ADJUTANT GENERAL's OFFICE,
Washington, July 21, 1856.
SrR: Your letter of the 7th instant, reporting your return to Fo
Leavenworth and the measures adopted by you, under the proclam
tion of the acting governor of Kansas Territory, dated July 4, 1856
has been recei vcd and laid before the Secretary of War, by whom i
has been returned to this office, with the following endors,ement
which is communicated to you for your information and government
''The communication of Colonel Sumner, and the proclamation en
closed, indicate that circumstances, not disclosed in previous reports
existed to Justify him in employing the military force to disperse t
assembly at 'lbpeka. Though thus indicated, it is not yet made full
to appear that the case was one in which, by his instructions, hew
authorized to act, viz : that the governor had found the ordina
course of judicial proceedings, and the powers vested in the Unit
States marshal, inadequate to effect the purpose which was acco
plished by the employment of the troops of the United State
Colonel Sumner will be called upon to communicate upon this poin
"JEFF'N DAVIS,
"Secretary of War.
"WAR DEPARTMENT, July19, 1856."
I am, sir, respectfully, your most obedient servant,
S. COOPER, AdJutant General.
Colonel E. V. SuMNER,
1st Cavalry, Fort Leavenworth, K. T.
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N. Y., August 31, 1856.

i received yesterday your letter of the 28th instant, with

the Secretary of War's endorsement on my letter in reference to the
dispersion of the Topeka legislature. In reply I would respectfully
refer to my remark in that letter, that both acting Governor Woodson
and I did consider the Topeka government ''insurrectionary'' under
the proclamation of the President, and under that proclamation we
felt bound to suppress it. Surely, were we not bound to consider it
ao, when the principal officers of the Topeka government had been
arrested for treason by the highest judicial authority in the Territory,
and were still held as prisoners under that charge, with the sanction
ef the government? It is true we might have waited till the action
of this legislature had led to some overt act of treason; but, as I understood the letter of instructions of February 18, 1856, it was expected that peace would be maintained in the Territory by the moral
force of the presence of the troops; and in order to do this, it was necessary to be very vigilant in anticipating combinations that would have
become uncontrollable. When the circumstances arose that compelled
Governor Shannon to issue his proclamation placing himself between
the two parties, and calling upon me to maintain it, I dispersed imlnediately several large armed bodies of both parties; and that, too, ..
when they were on the point of coming in collision.
Under that proclamation all things had become quiet, with the exof a few brigands, belonging to no party, who were prowling
the Territory.
this was done by the moral influence of the troops alone, for
not a shot was fired. I supposed that my letter of the 11th
would be satisfactory; but as it is not, I would respectfully
to the proclamation of acting Governor Woodson, a copy of
was forwarded to the War Department, and which was issued
to prevent the assembling of the Topeka legislature, deamong other things, that this unlawful legislative movement
ctionary. He made no written requisition upon me to enit to which I can refer; for the reason that he was personally
t in my camp desiring the interposition of the troops, as the
had returned, and informed us that he had read the proclato the people, and that they would be disregarded. Under
circumstances could I have acted differently without a palpable
· of my letter of instructions of February 18, 1856, which rethe commanding officer to interpose the troops whenever called
by the governor to do so ?
I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
E. V. SUMNER,
Colonel First Cavalry.

S. CooPER,
.AdJutant General U. S. A.
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REPORTS FROM THE DEPARTMENT OF THE WEST.

July 14, 1856: From General P. F. Smith.
July ~6, 1856: From General P. F. Smith.
August 1J 1856: From General P. F. Smith.
August 1, 1856: From General P. F. Smith.
August 6, 1856: From General P. F. Smith.
August 11, 1856: From General P. F. Smith.
August 22, 1856: From General P. F. Smith, enclosingLetter from Governor Shannon to General Smith, August 11,
1856.
Letter from General Smith to Governor Shannon, August 19,
1856.
Letter from Major John Sedgwick to Major George Deas, Au·
gust 17, 1856.
Letter from Major George Deas to Major John Sedgwick, Au
gust 18, 1856.
Letter from Major George Deas to Lieutenant Colonel P. St.
George Cooke, August 18, 1856.
Instructions of General Smith, August 19, 1856.
Letter from W. Richardson to General Smith, August 18
1856.
Argus, extra, August 18, 1856.
August 29, 1856: From General P. F. Smith, enclosingLetter from Captain D. B. Sacket to Lieutenant Colonel J.
Johnston, August 24, 1856.
Letter from Dan Woodson to General Smith, August 26, 185
Proclamation of acting governor of Kansas, August 25, 185
September 10, 1856: From General P. F. Smith, with endorsement
Secretary of War, enclosingLetter from Major George Deas to Lieutenant Colonel J.
Johnston, August 24, 1856.
Letter from Lieutenant Colonel P. St. George Cooke to Maj
George Deas, August 24, 1856.
Letter from Major George Deas to Lieutenant Colonel P.
George Cooke, August 28, 1856:
Letter from Lieutenant Colonel P. St. George Cooke to Maj
George Deas, August 27, 1856.
Letter from Lieutenant Colonel P. St. George Cooke to Maj
George Deas, August 30, 1856.
Letter from Major H. H. Sibley to Lieutenant Colonel P.
George Cooke, August 30, 1856.
Letter from Major George Deas to Lieutenant Colonel P.
George Cooke, August 30, 1856.
Letter from Lieutenant Colonel P. St. George Cooke to Ma
George DeaR, August 31J 1856.
L etter from Lieutenant Colonel P. St.
George Deas, September 2, 1856.
Letter from Daniel Woodson to Lieutenant
George Cooke, September 1, 1856.
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Letter from Lieutenant Colonel P. St. George Cooke to Daniel
Woodson, t;eptember 2, 1866.
Letter from Lieutenant Colonel P. St. George Cooke to Daniel
Woodson, September 1, 1856.
Letter from Daniel Woodson to Lieutenant Colonel P. St.
George Cooke) September 1, 1856.
Letter from Captain D. B. Sackett to Lieutenant Colonel P.
St. George Cooke, September 1, 1856.
Letter from Major George Deas to Lieutenant Colonel P. St.
George Cooke, September 2, 1856.
Letter from Major George Deas to Lieutenant Colonel P. St.
George Cooke, September 3, 1856.
Letter from Lieutenant Colonel P. St. George Cooke to Major
George Deas, September 3, 1856.
Letter from H. M. Moore to Lieutenant Colonel P. St. George
Cooke, September 3, 1856.
Letter from chief of Delaware nation to Lieutenant Colonel
P. St. George Cooke, September 3, 1856.
Letter from Major George Deas to Lieutenant Colonel P. St.
George Cooke, September 5, 1856.
Letter from Lieutenant Colonel P. St. George Cooke to Major
George Deas, September 4, 1856.
Letter from Lieutenant Colonel J. E. J obnston to Lieutenant
Colonel P. St. George Cooke, September 4, 1856.
Letter from Major George Deas to Lieutenant Colonel P. St.
George Cooke, September 6, 1856.
Letter from Lieutenant Colonel P. St. George Cooke to Major
George Deas, September 5, 1856.
Letter from Lieutenant Colonel .P •• St. George Cooke to Major
George Deas, September 7, 1856.
Letter from Captain D. B. Sacket, to Lieutenant Colonel P. St.
George Cooke, September 6, 1856.
Letter from Lieutenant G. B. Anderson to Lieutenant T. J.
Wright, September 6, 1856.
ber 10, 1856: From General P. F. Smith, enclosingLetter from Captain G. H. Stewart to Captain H. W. Wharton, September 1, 1856.
Letter from Captain G. H. Stewart to Captain H. W. Wharton) August 27, 1856.
Letter from Captain G. H. Stewart to Adjutant General, (extract,) with endorsement of Secretary of War, September 8,
1856.
Letter from Captain H. W. Wharton to Major George Deas,
September 27, 1866.
ber 15, 1856: From General P. F. Smith, with endorsement
Secretary of War, enclosingLetter from Captain D. B. Sacket to Lieutenant T. J. Wright,
September 9, 1856.
Letter from Lieutenant Colonel P. St. George Cooke to Major
F. J. Porter, September 13, 1856.
Letter from Captain W. J. Newton toLieutenantT. J. Wright,
September 10, 1856.
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Letter from Lieutenant Colonel P. St. George Cooke to Major
Deas, September 10, 1856.
Inaugural address of Governor John W. Geary, September 11, ·
1856.
Proclamation of Governor John W. Geary, September 11,
1856.
September 17, 1856: From General P. F. Smith, with endorsement
of Secretary of War, enclosingLetter from Lieutenant Colonel P. St. George Cooke to ·Major
F. J. Porter, September 16, 1856.
Letter from Lieutenant Colonel P. St. George Cooke to Governor J. W. Geary, September 16, 1856.
Letter from Captain T. J. Wood to Lieutenant Colonel P. St.
George Cooke, September 16, 1856.
Letter from Lieutenant Colonel P. St. George Cooke to Captain
T. J. Wood, September 14, 1856.
October 14, 1856: From General P. F. Smith, with endorsement of
Secretary of War, enclosingNo. 1. Letter from General Smith to Governor Geary, September 22, 1856.
No. 2. Letter from Major F. J. Porter to Lieutenant Colonel
P. St. George Cooke, September 26, 1856.
No. 3. Letter from Major F. J. Porter to Lieutenant Colonel
J. E. Johnston, September 29, 1856.
No. 4. Letter from General Smith to Governor Geary, Sep·
tember 28, 1856.
No. 5. Letter from Governor Geary to General Smith, October 4, 1856.
No. 5. Letter from Green P. Todd to Captain Sturgiss, October 6, 1856.
•
No. 6. Letter from Major F. J. Porter to Lieutenant Colonel
P. St. George Cooke, October 5, 1856.
No. 7. Letter from Lieutenant Colonel P. St. George Cooke
to Major F. J. Porter, September 27, 1856.
Orders No. 11, September 26, 1856.
Letter from Lieutenant T. J. Wright to Lieutenant Colone
George Andrews, September 26, 1856.
No. 8. Letter from Major F. J. Porter to Lieutenant Colone
P. St. George Cooke, October 8, 1856.
No. 9. Letter from Major F. J. Porter to Lieutenant Colone
P. St. George Cooke, October 8, 1856.
No. 10. Letter from Major F. J. Porter to Lieutenant Colone
P. St. George Cooke, October 10, 1856.
No. 11. Letter from Lieutenant Colonel P. St. George Coo
to Major F. J. Porter, September 20, 1856.
No. 12. Letter from Lieutenant Colonel P. St. George Coo
to Major F. J. Porter, September 24, 1856.
No. 12. Letter from Governor Geary to Lieutenant Colonel
St. George Cooke, September 23, 1856.
No. 13. Letter from Lieutenant Colonel P. St.
to Major F. J. Porter, September 28, 1856.
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No. 14. Letter from Lieutenant Colonel P. St. George Cooke
to Major F. J. Porter, September 29, 1856.
No. 15. Letter from Lieutenant Colonel P. St. George Cooke
to Major F. J. Porte-r , October 3, 1856.
Proclamation of Governor Geary, September 30, 1856.
Letter from Governor Geary to Lieutenant Colonel P. St.
George Cooke, September 28, 1856.
No. 16. Letter from Lieutenant Colonel P. St. George Cooke
to Major F. J. Porter, October 7,1856.
No. 17. Letter from Lieutenant Colonel P. St. George Cooke
to Major F. J. Porter, October 8, 1856.
- No. 17. Letter from Lieutenant Colonel P. St. George Cooke
to Lieutenant Colonel J. E. Johnston, October 7, 1856.
No. 18. Letter from Lieutenant Colonel P. St. George Cooke
to Major F. J. Porter, October 10, 1856.
No. 18. Letter from William J. Preston to Lieutenant Colonel
P. St. George Cooke, October 10, 1856.
No. 18. Letter from Lieutenant Colonel P. St. George Cooke
to William J. Preston, October 10, 1856.
ber 11, 1856: From General P. F. Smith, enclosingLetter from Governor Geary to General Smith, November 11,
1856.
Orders No. 14, November 12, 1856.

HEADQUARTERS, DEPARTMENT OF THE WEST,

Fort Leavenworth, July 14, 1855.
: I arrived here on the evening of the 7th instant. Majen·
with the office books and papers, has not yet arrived. I delayed
since my arrival because Colonel Sumner goes on leave to~
, and will convey the letters in one-third of the time requilied
Sumner had already dispersed the people ass(·mb1ed at
on the 4th of July to organize a government in opposition to
blished by law; he succeeded in his object without resorting
violence, and since then no active measures have bee-n taken
'ng parties in the Territory; but lawless people from each
g over the country, robbing, and even murderi:r.g, and
but the display of military force prevents the violent of both
resuming, their organizations when most lamentable colmust follow.
, they are repressed for a few weeks their numbers will
y, and the funds by which they are supported (furnished
t) will be exhausted, and the Territory then left, in a
mO!H!n•ra, to those who actually reside in it; but among them
lately sown will long produce bitter fruit.
hear of any new violence threatened from any quarter, I will
and effective measures to support the civil authority in
n of it.
ol. ii--5
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On the 28th of June, at Iowa City, Colonel Lane raised $2,000 by
subscription, and had about two hundred and fifty men, whom h
said he would march, with a large reinforcement from Chicago, aero
Iowa to Council Bluffs. I presume he found more difficulties than h
anticipated, for I have not yet heard of his arrival on the Missou ·
With high respect, your obedient servant,
PERSIFOR F. SMITH,

Brevet MaJor General, Commanding Department.
Col. S. CooPER,

Aqjutant General of the Army.

HEADQUARTERS, DEPARTMENT oF THE WEsT,
Fort Leavenworth, J~tly 26, 185().
CoLONEL: Everything has been tranquil in the department since
assumed the command. In the Territory of Kansas there have bee
no disturbances, but emigrants are coming in armed, as though the
were prepared to begin again when an opportunity offers. -

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

With high respect, your obedient servant,
PERSIFOR F. SMITH,

'*

Brevet MaJor General, Commanding Department.
Lieut. Col. S. THoMAS,

Assistant Aqjutant General, Headquarters of the Army.

..

[Extract.1

..,.

*'

HEADQUARTERS, DEPARTMENT oF THE WEsT,
Fort Leavenworth, August 1, 1856.

CoLONEL:
*
*
*
*
*
*
Judge Lecompte, of the United States district court of this Ter
tory, had heard that a party of men who had come from Iowa wi
Lane had threatened to prevent his holding a court in Doniph
county, where some indictments of persons accused of usurpation
office in the Territory were to be tried. At his request a compa
has been sent to take a position convenient to the place of holding t
court, (Whitehead, four miles above St. Joseph,) to act under
authority in securing the peaceful administration of justice.
I hear of no disturbance anywhere in the Territory.

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

With high respect, your <:>bedient servant,
PERSIFOR F. SMITH,

*

Brevet Ma}or General, Commanding Department.
Col. S. CooPER,

.Adj'utant General of the .Army,

67

SECRETARY OF WAR.

HEADQUARTERS, DEPARTMENT OF THE WEST,

Fort Leavenworth, August 1, 1856.
Things remain apparently quiet in Kansas Territory, and
of no threatened hostilities from Indians.
judge for the United States court for this Territory (Kansas)
rd that threats were made that a term of his court, to be held
head, in Doniphan county, near St. Joseph, would be prefrom sitting, by violence from a party of men just conducted
to the Territory, and that the execution of the process of the
be resisted by the same party. At his request I have dea. company of the 1st cavalry to station itself near the place
the court is to be held, and to act under the judge's authority
len,amg the administration of justice .
. J. Wood's company marched this morning for this purDLOl!iEL:

*'With high
* respect,
*
*
*
*
your obedient servant,

*

*

PERSIFOR F. SMITH,
Brevet MaJor General, Commanding Department.
Col. L. THoMAS,
.A. A. General, Headquarters of the Army) New York City.

HEADQUARTERS, DEPARTMENT OF THE WEST,

Fort Leavenworth, August 6, 1856.
Major Deas arrived here a few hours after my last comwas written. Nothing of interest has happened since.
mst;an<~e of Governor Shannon, some change has been made in
of the troops along the eastern line of the Territory. I
the necessity of any change ; but as it was made before I
I would not remove the companies again.
a deputy of the marshal came with a letter to the chief marthe governor, directing him to remove the prisoners under
of Captain Sacket's company (Robinson and others) to this
ed the marshal that I would not receive them here; it
rise to a clamor against the military imprisonment of
there is no place here to put them without displacing
garrison. I told him that if the governor should procure
for a prison and put the accused there under the charge of
, I would furnish such a guard as would insure their safe
I would not notice reports I see in the papers of committees
lied to me for protection and my refusal to grant it, and
things) if I did not see that the objects for which such
circulated are being carried out by members of Congress
of inquiry. The whole are gross fabrications; there is
for any of them.
applications made were by individuals asking me to send
them to recover property they alleged to have been ille-
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gally taken from them. I referred them to the civil authority for
dress; but told them if the civil authority found itself too
enforce its writs, assistance would be furnished them. There
been two such applications by individuals, and one for an es
accompany him to the judge of the United States court of the
tory, (about 3 miles off;) but as he rode by the judge's door
to me, I declined, as he evidently was not sincere in his appl'
The troops have not done any act since I have been here that
the least like any attempt to interfere with a citizen, except
guarding the prison€rs charg€d with treason and in the custody
marshal.

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

With high respect, your obedient servant,
PERSIFOR F. SMITH,
Brevet MaJor General, Commanding
Colonel S. CooPER,
.AdJutant General of the .Army.

HEADQUARTERs, DEPARTMENT oF THE WEsT,
Fort Leavenworth, August 11,
CoLONEL: I have received a letter from Governor Shannon,
me to take the field with the whole disposable force in the Ter
to prevent the ingress of "Lane' B party" by the northern b
of the Territory. The information given to the governor has
exaggerated and is, to my knowledge, so incorrect, that I
making a movement that w-ould introduce as much disorder as
&ix weeks ago. Captain T. J. Wood., with his company of 1st
is upon the northern frontier, and I shall depend on his
govern my action.
Some of the companies along the Kansas W€re sent by the
ing officer there, at the governor's request, to break up
armed men at several places he designated. On the arrival
troops at the points designated nat only were no camps f
DQne had ever existed there, or anywhere else in their neig
I know th,at each party is trying to engage the action of the
expelling their adversaries, and I place no dependence on the
that do not come hom what I consider good authority.

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

With high respect, your obedient servant,
PERSIFOR F. SMITH,
Brevet JYiaJor General, Commanding
ColonelS. CooPER,
AdJutant General of the .Army.
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HEADQUARTERS, DEPARTMENT OF THE WEST,

Fort Leavenworth, K. T., August 22, 1856.
Late in the evening of the 18th instant I received from
gewick and from Governor Shannon the letters enclosed.
heatd previously various rumors of outrages committed by
armed men about the neighborhood of Lawrence, and had
bills published in other towns purporting to give an account
and messengers came to me on two occasions to relate what
seen of an attack on Lecompton on the morning of the 16th;
all this must have happened near some of Major Sedgwick's
and I received no information from him, and as much of the
· n I had received I knew to be false, I placed no confidence
whatever, especially learning that up to the 17th no attack at
had even then been made on Lecompton. Major Sedgwick alin his despatch enclosed to an attack on Franklin. This is all
mation I have as yet on the subject that is authentic; the date
particulars are yet unknown. But on the assurance of both the
110·ver:nor and Major Sedgwick that there are eight hundred armed
assembled in Lawrence, who can be increased in twelve hours to
hundred, andJ;hat it is expected they would attack and destroy
'tal of the territory, Lecompton, I have ordered Lieut. Col.
.,.nnston, 2d cavalry, to go there with all the troops at his post, exa small company, and have ordered all the men from Fort Riley,
a small garrison, to the same place. I have sent down to have
troops, recruits, or others at J e:fferson barracks, to be sent
and will send them and any companies of the 6th that may arreinforce the command on the Kansas, if necessary. A large
may prevent any violence; a small one might tempt to the comof it.
enclose my instructions to the officer who may command the
He is to confine his action to the cases specified in the Conand provided for by the acts of Congress of February 28,
and March 3, 1807. I could not tell that Congress had this
restricted the action of the troops-as far as was in their power,
to the constitutional provision.
also a communication from an officer of the militia on the
border of the Territory, showing how contradictory and intare the accounts spread over the country; for the party that
brought from Iowa is on the northern border and on the Kansas
same time.
Sumner's regiment cannot now muster four hundred men,
Captain Stewart's company, on its way to Fort Laramie,
detachment under Lieutenant Wheaton, en route for Fort Kear'th the Sioux prisoners .
. Col. Cooke's six companies have a little more than one h nhorses.
With high respect, your obedient servant,
PERSIFOR F. SMITH,
Brevet MaJor Gene1·al, Commanding Department.

S.

CooPER,

.AdJutant General of the Army.
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EXECUTIVE OFFICE,

Lecompton, K. T., August 17, 1856.
SIR: This place is in a most dangerous and critical situation at t
moment. We are threatened with utter extermination by a la
body of free State men.
The report of Major Sedgwick) which will accompany this, will '
you the particulars of the various outrages which this body of ar
men have perpetrated within the last few days. I have just retur
from Lawrence, where I have been this day, with the view of p
curing the release of nineteen prisoners that were taken. I saw
that place at least eight hundred men, who manifested a fixed p
pose to demolish this town. I know that they intend an attack, a
that, too, in a very short time. I have correct information that t
have five hundred men over in the Ossawattomie country, some fo
miles south; about three hundred in the valley of the W akar
and a large body above this place, variously estimated at from th
to six hundred. There can concentrate at this place, in a very sh
time, some :fifteen hundred or two thousand men, well armed, ·
several pieces of artillery. It would seem that the business of '' wip'
out," as it is called, of the pro-slavery party'has been commen
This heavy force has most unexpectedly sprung into existence,
made its appearance within a few days past The women and child
have been mostly sent across the river, and there is a general pa
among the people. The force here is small-say eighty or a hund
dragoons, and some hundred and twenty citizens poorly armed,
badly supplied with ammunition. Under these circumstances, I
to request you to send from the fort all your disposable force. A.
companies of infantry would be very desirable, and some light artill
Permit me to express the hope that whatever force you can despa
to the relief of this place will be sent as soon as possible. De
may be ruinous.
Yours, with great respect,
WILSON SHANNON
General P. F. SMITH.

HEADQUARTERS, DEPARTME:NT oF THE WEsT,

Fort Leavenworth, August 19, 1856.
SIR: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter
he 17th instant, by Major Sedgwick's express. I have sent Colo
Johnston down to Lecomptonj,with all the troops here, except as
c pany, and have ordered Colonel Cooke to send from Fort Ri
all the men there, except a small garrison. There is no infan
within reach.
I have given to the commanding officer of this force instructi
founded on those of the Executive to Colonel ~umner, and since
myself.
It will be necessary that you should make some arrangement
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custody of the prisoners th.at will take them out of the hands of
troops.
A small guard cannot be left with them safely ; a large one cannot
spared, and they cannot be marched with the troops, whose movets they would retard and embarrass.
·
After the many false reports that have been brought here, under the
watlCtJ'lon of the civil officers in the country, I can place no more reliance
such information, and will only act on official reports from officers
intelligence from persons I know personally to be reliable. And
my own action. and responsibility is to depend on the value of all
information as to its truth, I must have it before me before I
judge of the confidence to be placed in it.
With high respect, your obedient servant,
PERSIFOR F. SMITH,
Brevet MaJor General, Commanding Department.
To his Excellency WILSON SHANNON,
Governor of the Territory of Kansas.

CAMP NEAR LECOMPTON, K. T.,
August 17, 1856.
MAJOR: As the governor wishes to communicate with the general
anJ[lmamdJ'mg the department, I avail myself of the opportunity to
within the last few days parties of armed men have been
_.,cu.nJJ..Lug in various places, committing many depredations, and
now become so bold as to attack a house within two miles of the
After the attack on Franklin by the free-soi]ers they attacked
said to contain about forty, who had banded themselves
for protection. After dispersing them and burning the
, they marched on this town. The governor requested me to
in with all the <lisposable force I had, which amounted to only
men. After remaining in town till after daylight, I returned
camp, and had just reached it when I heard the report of a
) and soon ascertained t~at the house of Colonel Titus, in
he had twenty men, was the place attacked. I placed my combetween the house and town, and, the governor soon after joinus, we moved in the direction of the place attacked. By this time
house had been destroyed, one man killed, Colonel Titus and one
dangerously wounded, the others carried off prisoners.
morning I received from the governor a communication directo proceed to Lawrence and demand the prisoners, and, in
refusal, to take them by force, firing upon the resisting party.
llll€i<lla~tely called upon the governor, and at the suggestion of Dr.
, a gentleman of high standing, we proceeded to Lawrence,
an interview with the persons holding the prisoners. After
consultation, (in which I took no part,) the governor made an
t to exchange some that he held, and some other stipulathat there are eight hundred men (armed) in Lawrence,

..
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which can be increased in twelve hours to twelve hundred; they a
in a state of high excitement, almost incontrollable, and I believeth
will attack this town and destroy it, if every part of the agreement ·
not carried out, which I fear cannot be done. I think if any troo
are needed it will be a larger number than I have at my dispo8
At the request of the governor I have ordered Captain Andrews' co
pany from the Wakarusa, and Captain Newby's from Palmyra,
this camp. They arrived yesterday. This increases my effective for
to about ninety.
I should very much like to have the advice of Colonel Johnston£
a few days. I would also say that I have received no instructio
how to act in a conflict with citizens, or when an officer is authoriz
to fire upon them, except the President's proclamation of Februa
16) 1856.
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JOHN SEDGWICK,
MaJor 1st Cavalry.
Major GEORGE DEAS,
AdJutant General, Department of the West.

HEADQUARTERS, DEPARTMENT OF THE WEsT,
Fort Leavenworth, August 18, 1856.
Sm: I have to acknowledge the receipt of your communication
the 17th instant, and to inform you that Captain Howe's compa
of artillery and two companies of cavalry will leave this post to-morro
morning to join you, and that all the disposable force at Fort Ril
has been directed to proceed without delay to Lecompton.
~ I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
GEORGE DEAS,
Assistant Aqjutant General.
Major J 01IN SEDGWICK,
First Cavalry, Lecompton.

P. S.-Captains De Saussure and Beall have been directed to jo'
you.

HEADQUARTERS, DEPARTMENT OF THE WEsT,
Fort Leavenworth, A ,ugust 18, 1856.
SiR: The general commanding the department directs that you wil
with the utmost despatch, organize a force of one complete squadro
of dragoons, to be selected from the most efficient for mounted servic
to proceed to the town of Lecompton, the seat of government in t ·
Territory, now threatened with attack and destruction. The r
mainder of your command, wit n. the exception of the (lismounted m
of the two weakest companies, who will be left as the guard to t
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will accompany the squadron on foot' as riflemen, the officers to
nted. On arriving at Lecompton the officer in command will
the presence of the troops to the executive of the Territory of
and will then be governed by the instructions which will be
from these headquarters. The senior officer present with the
to be concentrated at or near Lecompton will command the whole.
lam, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
GEORGE DEAS,
Assistant AdJutant General.

Lieut. Col. P. ST. G. CooKE,
Second Dragoons, Fort Riley, K. T.

HEADQUARTERS, DEPARTMENT

OF

THE WEST,

Fort Leavenworth, .August 19, 1856.
• J•sllirtl.f'.t1,n?1J1for the officer in command of the detachment of United States
troops ordered to assemble in the neighboThood of Lecompton, the capital of Kansas TeTritory, on the Tequisition of the governoT thereof, to
repress insurrection.

Sm: The whole of the 1st regiment of cavalry (except one company
Fort1 Leavenworth and one at Fort Kearny,) with Captain Howe's
of the artillery, and a squadron of the 2d dragoons, and a
n;ac11mEmt of dismounted men of the same regiment,- will be assemunder your command, and will be re-inforced, if necessary, by
detachments of infantry and recruits as may arrive here in time.
· force you will keep concentrated as much as possible, making
ments except as scouts and patrols, unlese in case of absolute
of which you will be the judge ; and all the men, horses,
will be kept in a perfect state of readiness for instant action
times.
governor of the Territory has required the presence of these
to aid the civil authority in suppressing insurrection, and in
· g the peaceable inhabitants of the Territory from the lawless
of armed bodies which he represents as arrayed for that
you may have a distinct idea of your powers and duties in this
, the following official instructions from the Executive of the
States are referred to, and you will be governed entirely by
therein laid down :
The proclamation of the President of the United States, dated
lth day of February last.
d. The instructions of the Secretary of War to Colonel E. V.
and Lieut. Col. Cooke, dated the 15th of Februa-ry .
. A letter from the Adjutant General of the army to Colonel
dated March 26, 1856, in answer to a request of the latter
the views of the department in relation to the course to be
towards armed bodies coming into the Territory, particularly
wing paragraph:
is only when an armed resistance is offered to the laws, and
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against the peace and quiet of the Territory, and when, under suchc'
cumstances, a requisition for military force is made upon the co
manding officer by the authority specified in his instructions, that
is empowered to act."
.A.nd last. To the following extract from the instructions of the S
retary of vVar to the general commanding the department, dated t
27th June last:
'' EncloPed you will find a copy of a proclamation o,f the President
the United States, and of a letter of ins~ructions directed to the co
manding officers of Forts Leavenworth and Riley, to which you a
referred for the views of the Executive, and for the government
your conduct in the contingencies therein contemplated; and if,·
such contingencies, you should be called upon to use any portion
the troops under your command to aid the civil authorities in arre
ing offenders, a detachment of troops for that purpose will be direct
to accompany the civil officer charged with the process, and to a'
him in the execution of his duties, both in making the arrests, a
in conducting prisoners to places where they may be safely kept
the civil authorities. In discharging the delicate functions arisin
from the peculiar condition of affairs in Kansas, you will carefull
abstain from encroaching upon the proper sphere of the civil autho
ties, and will observe the greatest caution to avoid any conflict
tween the civil and military power."
As a great responsibility will rest on the officer in command oft
troops, he must, in assuming it, act on his own judgment and on i
formation perfectly satisfactory to his own mind. After the exa
ples we have had daily, of late, of the gross falsehoods, misrepr
sentations, and exaggerations spread over the country under wh
was said to be the most reliable authority, it will not be safe to tr
to any intelligence the source and channel of which are not satis
tory to yourself.
You have the entire command and control of the troops, and are'
no case to commit them to any other than the regular military a
thority. Send, as soon as your command is assembled, and weekl
thereafter, field returns of its strength, even though the commandi
general should be absent trom Fort Leavenworth. Send also to
graphical sketches of the country around you, with distances marke
To avoid weakening your command, you will hire such expr
men as you may think necessary, and will keep a constant commu ·
cation with the headquarters.
In conclusion, the general begs and directs you to avoid as long
,
possible any appeal to arms; use every endeavor in your power
bring those who are in opposition to the law to a sense of their error
especially avoid small conflicts) and consider the shedding of a fello
citizen's blood as the greatest evil that can happen except the ove
throw of law and right which must end in civil war. But when t
necessity of action and the employment of force does unhappily aris
employ it at once with all the power and vig.or at yeur eemma-nd,
continue it only until you have suppressed the insurrection, and th
interfere to prevent any cruelty from others. The governor oft
Territory should, if possible, take means to keep the prisoners a
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rested under his authority, and such as hereafter may be taken. Their
custody embarrasses the troops and diminishes their efficiency.
With respect, your obedient servant,
PERSIFOR F. SMITH,
Brevet MaJor General, Commanding Department.

HEADQUARTERS, FIRST DIVISION KANSAS MILITIA}
Doniphan county, Kansas, August 18.
SIR: In addition to the extra herewith enclosed, I have received
reliable information that a state of actual war exists in Douglas
county, and that in other parts of the Territory within this division
bberies and other flagrant violations of law are daily occurring by
bodies of men from the northern States. In the absence of all
r.........v ............... tion from the governor of the Territory, I have taken the libof exercising the authority in me vested in cases of invasion, by
tor~[lerJ'mg out the entire strength of my division to rendezvous at varipoints of the division to receive further orders.
The object of this is to ask of you, as commandant of this district,
far your orders require interference with the militia of the Terriand whether or not their being thus assembled to repel such
'ons is in violation of your instructions.
I am, sir, your most obedient servant,
WILLIAM P. RICHARDSON,
MaJor General First Division Kansas Militia.
Brigadier General PERSIFOR F. SMITH,
Commanding, Leavenworth, K. T.

ARGUS-&~TRA.

-.al'n{y,rf.mrd.from Kansas.-Civil war and rebellion.- Women and children
flying from their homes for their lives!
WESTON, A~tgust 18, 1856.
From sources of unquestioced credit we have learned, and now
IJlll'Oin'cJe, the following highly important and exciting news from
~~~ourli:t.l:S Territory.
notorious Jim Lane is now at the head of from 600 to 1,000
outlaws and robbers, busily engaged in the work of destruction
devastation on the sout.h side of Kaw river, in the neighborhood of
k:ODlPt<m. Their depredations thus far have resulted in the breakand total destruction of the Georgia settlement on the Meria large settlement of Al,abamians in the same neighborhood,
attack upon the town of Franklin, robbery of the post office at that
and violent abuse of the postmaster and his wife; tbe burning
town, or at least the best portion of it; robbery of citizens of
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everything on which hands could be laid. It seems that these cow
ardly assassins, in an attack on a log cabin containing fourteen arm
men, met with quite a warm reception. With about 200 men the
made three assaults, and each time were driven back with a loss o
killed and wounded that have since died, amounting to 26 in number
Failing in the third assault, these chivalrous demons then proceede
to the prairie, loaded a wagon with dry hay, and, pushing it befor
them to the doomed house, set the hay on fire, which soon fired the house,
and compelled its brave occupants to surrender; but without the lo
of a man! Having subdued the defenders of Franklin, the abolition·
ists then turned their attention to the destruction of isolated housesresidences of pro-slavery settlers, whom they have sworn to driv
out of the Territory or exterminate. Having found by experien
that the inhabitants of these houses are dangerous customers to deal
with, they made their assault upon them with cannon, planted at a
safe distance, out of rifle shot. Colonel Titus' house fell first, and i
is believed that he fell a bloody sacrifice in itt; defence. Secretar
Woodson's house was bombarded and burnt next; Colonel Clark'
almost simultaneously shared the same fate, the colonel and his fa
ily having just barely made their escape as the inhuman bandits a
plied the torch. In every direction the black smoke was seen la
Saturday night ascending from private dwellings. Secretary Woo
son has either been killed or is a prisoner in the hands of the aboli
tionists; Colonel 'l1itus is undoubtedly killed, together with man
others who bravely fought for their homes and their families.
Colonel Clark is now here with his family, where he has sought a
asylum from the merciless fury of the abolition outlaws. Governo
Shannon, when last heard from, had fled from Lecompton, and w
wending his way on foot towards the Missouri, to escape the vengean
of his pursuers. To sum up the whole the facts are these: The whol
pro-slavery party south of Kaw river have either been killed or hav
fled to places of safety. All the pro-slavery towns in Douglas count
have been pillaged and destroyed; women have been violated, an
children driven from their homes to make room for bloody monsters
Robinson and the other prisoners in the custody of the law have bee
rescued, and the reign of terror has been regularly installed. So sud
den and unexpected has been the attack of the abolitionists that th
law and order party was unprepared to effectually resist them. To-da
the bogus free State government, we understand, is to assemble a
Topeka. The issue is distinctly made up: either the free State or pr
slavery party is to have Kansas.
Above, fellow-citizens, we have given you the facts, as far as
have learned them, of this recent unprovoked, inhuman, and unparal
leled attack upon the peaceable citizens of Kansas Territory by a ban
of as arrant traitors as ever cursed the soil of any country; an atta
premeditated and planned in the north to destroy your rights, or
UlSSO\Ve tb.e 1Jn\on. Jtven now, wb.ile We write, OUT beloved. 1Jnio
purchased. by the blood. of our ancestor£, may be no more. Misso
riansJ th_e__war_ rages upon your borders-at )'our very threshol
Your brethren and friends in Kansas are this day being butchered a
driven from their homes, and they now call upon you for succor a
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trotectwn. The Constitution of your country, and the laws unrtler
you have so long lived, as well as your own rights, menaced
reckless and abandoned a foe as ever erected its bloodv crest to
b the repose. of society' demand that you should rise up as one
and put an instant and effectual quietus to the hired tools of
a:auoLHl.lm, disunion, and aggression, now roaming rampant over the
s of Kansas with firebrand and sabre.
Citizens of Platte county! The war is upon you, and at your very
doors. Arouse yourselves to speedy vengeance, and rub out the bloody
naitors. Recollect that, although this unholy and unnatural war is
carried on in Kansas, it is against you and your institutions. By a
prompt and vigorous action you may put it down and save the Union;
but if you lay supinely on your backs, and allow the black treason to
get a firm hold in Kansas, you will find, when it is too late, that you
have allowed the golden moments to pass, and a long and bloody war,
involving all the States of the Union, will be inaugurated; and then
you will have to fight, not for your rights, but for your very existence; not for the Union and Constitution-for they will have been
destroyed in the onset-but for some sort of an existence among the
nations, either as slaves or abject dependants of some power, pethaps,
of Europe. While you are inert, the powers of the Union, north
and south, will be slowly mustering for the mighty conflict that is to
follow; and all Europe will look on· with satisfaction at the termination of this republic and the end of liberty. Rouse up, then, and
ltrangle the demon of disunion and destruction. Patriotism aad the
love of country, law and liberty, demand it at your hands.

Stilllater.-A despatch, extra, just received this morning from Inde;peJlaence, signed A. G. Boone and others, corroborates the above
nts.
Lecompton is burnt down.

HEADQUARTERS, DEPARTMENT OF THE WEST,

Fort Leavenworth, August 29, 1856.
Lieutenant Colonel Cooke, 2d dragoons, arrived at Lecompabout five days since, and took command of the troops assembled
; their strength is about five hundred men. Since the companies began to be assembled there, all has been quiet in that neighborhood; but armed men have been collecting near the border, and
neighboring State of Missouri has been excited by reports exagted to the highest degree, that the men who were conducted to
Territory by Lane, joined to others already in' it, and of the same
were engaged in robbing, murdering, and driving out of the
y all those who were of different opinions from themselves,
expeditions seem to be preparing on all hands to enter the Terriand revenge the wrongs inflicted on their friends. Exaggerated
false as many of these rumors have been, there is some truth in
foundation of them. A large number of the men brought by
from the east have entered Kansas in small parties, and with
CoLONEL:
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their arms concealed. They arrived mostly at Lawrence, where
completed their organization. They robbed all the country
their reach of the horses, and finally attacked the house of the
master at Franklin, probably with a view of getting posse:ss1cm
some arms issued to the militia, and deposited there. They . . .T,....,,""'"~"'1 ,
some and made prisoners of others defending the house, and set fire
to it, having robbed the post office. A detachment of the opposite
party captured some of these, and held them as prisoners. Shortly
afterwards a party, regularly organized into three companies,
marched from Lawrence and attacked the house of Colonel Titus,
near Lecompt:m-about two and a half miles from it-killed one
man, wounded Colonel Titus and another, and took them and 19
others prisoners. Governor Shannon made an exchange of the prisoners taken at Franklin for Colonel Titus and his companions. A11
soon as these facts were made known to me, which was after the capture of Colonel Titus, I ordered all the troops disposable to this neighborhood, and since then there has been no further act of violence, but
tranquillity is not likely to continue. I do not think it was proper to
prevent citizens from the neighboring border of Missouri coming over
to aid and protect their relatives and friends from the outrages offered
by the parties from Lawrence and Topeka. On the contrary, I should
consider it a duty they owed. But many who entered with that view
are now preparing for other operations, and just at this juncture Governor Shannon was reported to have resigned his office, and left the
executive duties to the secretary of the Territory, who became acting
governor. Of this I had no official information until yesterday, when
a communication from the acting governor of the Territory, about the
keeping of the prisoners under indictment, made me indirectly acquainted with it, and to-day I received from an officer a proclamation of the acting governor, calling out all the military force of the
Territory, which I enclose. In the force thus called out, and which
will be acting under the regular government of the Territory, will
undoubtedly be incorporated all the parties that come armed from
Missouri, raised under the excitement I have already spoken of, and
when they feel themselves strong enough they will, undoubtedly,
attack their opponents, who are prepared to resist them. As the
army can only act in aid of, and subordinate to, the civil authority,
at cannot ar ay itself against the representatives of that very authority,
and I see no way in which it can prevent a collision brought about by
the government of the Territory itself, and in the exercise of its functions. It is a gross absurdity to pretend that the men brought in here
lately are bona fide settlers ; they are hired and paid to get possession
of the country, but the result will be a national calamity. When
blood is shed once it will be impossible to say where it is to stop.
In regard to the prisoners under the hands of the troops, placed
there for their security by the United States marshal for the Territory,
an embarrassment has arisen in this. The marshal has not paid for
their subsistence, and the persons who contracted to board them refuse
to do so any longer. Captain Sackets, in whose charge they are, cannot do it, and unless some provision is made they must be placed
again in the hands of the marshal, who will have no place to keep
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, and may be obliged to turn them over to a guard of the terrimilitia. As soon as affairs approach nearer a crisis, I will
to the seat of the disturbance with all the force I can collect,
I cannot oppose it to the action of the regular territorial authoriWith high respect, your obedient servant,
PERSIFOR F. SMITH,
Brevet Major General, Commanding Department.
Colonel S. CooPER,
Adjutant General of the army.

IN CAMP' NEAR LECOMPTON'
August 24} 1856.
CoLONEL: I am requested by Mrs. Gains Jenkins-- to addres~ you
respect to the pay for boarding the prisoners now under my
Jenkins has been boarding the prisoners since the 26th of
. On the 22d June Marshal Donaldson paid her sixty dollars;
that date nothing has been paid, and there is now due her the
of "two hundred and seventy-two dollars."
letter has been sent to Marshal Donaldson asking for funds; his
was, to the person who delivered the letter, "that he had no
and could not raise any."
. Jenkins does not feel willing to board the prisoners much
, without the least prospect of pay.
Respectfully, your obedient servant,
D. B. SACKET,
Capt. 1st Cav., comd' g prisoners in camp .
. Col. J. E. JoHNSTON,
First Cavalry, Commanding.

LECOMPTON, KANSAS TERRITORY,
Executive Office, August 26~ 1856.
: In reply to your letter to Governor Shannon, requesting him
some provision for keeping the prisoner~ now in charge of
army near this place, I have to say, that those prisoners are in
custody of the United States marshal for the Territory, Colonel
Donaldson, and that the executive has no power to interfeJ;e
duties.
1 Donaldson is, I understand, at Leavenworth city at this
DAN. WOODSON,
Acting Governor Kansas Territory.
ier General SMITH,
Commanding Army of the Weet.
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Proclamation by the Acting Governor of the Territory

of Kansa6.

Whereas, satisfactory evidence exists that the Territory of . u.._a,uo••
is infested with larg~ bodies of armed men, many of whom have
arrived from the States, combined and confederated ,together, and
ply supplied with all the munitions of war, under the direction
common head, with a thorough military organization; who have
and are still engaged in murdering the law-abiding citizens of
Territory, driving others from their homes and compelling them
flee to the States for protection, capturing and holding others as
oners of war, plundering them of their property, and in s
stances burning down their houses and robbing United States
offices and the local militia of the arms furnished them by the
ernment, in open defiance and contempt of the laws of the Tern
and of the Constitution and laws of the United States, and of
civil and military authority thereof; all for the purpose of su
ing by force and violence the government established by law of
gress in the Territory.
Now, therefore, I, Daniel Woodson, acting governor of the T
tory of Kansas, do hereby issue my proclamation, declaring the
Territory to be in a state of open insurrection and rebellion; and I
hereby call upon all law-abiding citizens of the Territory to rally
the support of their country and its laws, and require and com
all officers, civil and military, and all other citizens of the Terri
to aid and assist by all means in their power in putting down the
surrectionists, and bringing to condign punishment all persons
gaged with them, to the end of assuring immunity from violence
full protection to the persons, property, fl.nd civil rights to all pe
able and law-abiding inhabitants of the Territory.
In testimony whereof I have hereunto set my hand and caused
be attached the seal of the Territory of Kansas. Done
[L. s. J the
city of Lecompton this 25th day of August, in the
of our Lord eighteen hundred and fifty-six and of the indepencteiJ4•
of the United States the eightieth.
DANIEL WOODSON,
Acting Governor Kansas Territory.

HEADQUARTERS, DEPARTMENT oF THE WEsT,

Fort Leavenworth, September 10, 1856.
CoLONEL: The events that have transpired in the Territory of K
since my last communication, and which are connected with the
tions of the army, will be found recited in full in the reports
corresi'ond.ence enclosed. l1erewitb. in documents numbered from
to sixteen inclusive.
In explanation of the position of affairs lately and now, I
remark that there are more than two opposing parties in the
tory._ The citizens of the rrerritory who formed the majority in
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ganization of the territorial government and in the elections for its
gislature and inferior officer, form one party. The persons who or
nized a State government and attempted to put it in operation
ainst the authority of that established by Congress, form another.
party, at the head of which is a former Senator from Missouri, and
hich is composed in a great part of citizens from that State who
ve come into this Territory armed, under the excitement produced
reports exaggerated in all cases and in many absolutely false, form
e third. There is a fourth, composed of idle men congregated from
rious parts, who assume to arrest, punish, exile and even kill, all
ose whom they assume to be bad citizens; that is, those who will
ot join them or contribute to their maintenance. Every one of these
s, in his own peculiar way, (except some few of the first party,)
rown aside all regard to law, and even honesty, and the Territory
nder their sway is ravaged from one end to the other.
Among those who have entered from Missouri are many who were
d by the false report spread among them) and came here hastily, as
ey supposed, to protect their neighbors from murder. Many of these
ave returned, having discovered the fraud practised on them, and
at their leaders had motives personal and peculiar to themselves, in
hich the honor of the government and the good of the country had
share. Lieutenant Colonel Cooke, you will perceive, thinks they
e generally disbanding and going home. But I think some intend
maining, and the most urgent efforts are making by the leaders of
is party, by the same means they used at first, to draw in reinforceents to keep up and even augment their strength.
The party organized at Topeka set themselves up openly in opposin to the law and constitution, and you see their last reinforcements
e everywhere called c-' Lane's regiment'' among their own friends
d newspapers. Until the day before yesterday I was deficient in
ce to operate against all these at once; and the acting governor of
e rrerritory did not seem to me to take a right view of affairs. If
r. Atchison and his party had had the direction of affairs, they could
have ordered them more to suit his purpose. I approve,, therefore,
'ghly of Colonel Cooke's refusal to send a command to Topeka, which
ot only would or might have resulted in the death of two or three
undred citizens on the mere vague denunciation of the acting goveror, but would have insured the absence of the troops from the neighrhood of Lawrence at the time when the Missourians and Kansas
ilitia, under the authority of the acting governor) proposed attacking
. The position of the troops b8tween Lawrence and Lecompton, while
ncentrated, is such as to keep the main bodies of both parties in
k. It could not, however, prevent a detachment from being made
m the Missourians to attack a party under Brown, at Ossawatomie,
ere thirteen men of the latter were killed. Though there is
hing to regret as to those who suffered, yet the act was a grossly
awful act, and deprives those who took part in it of all consideration
the future.
The day before yesterday, the four companies of the 6th infantry,
er Captain Todd, arrived; this is a fine battalion, nearly full, and
bles me to extend the plan of operations. Governor Geary, too,
Vol. ii--6
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arrived yesterday, and one very great cause of embarrassment is r
moved, for we shall act entirely in concert. Major Emory, 1st cavalry
also arrived with him, with the despatches from the Secretary of \Var
After consultation with the governor, we think it will be unnece
sary to call out the militia of other States, and this is to be first r
organized after being entirely disbanded.
The governor permits me to join his entreaties with mine, that fun
be sent to the quartermaster here to buy horses to mount the 2d dr
goons and the 1st cavalry, and to fill these regiments with recruits. I
the funds are deposited with the quartermaster, I can send officers o
the regiments to buy them in Missouri, especially as many are now on
the border. And a few officers recruiting for the regiments will soon
fill them up at St. Louis and in the western States. I would urge,
too, very earnestly, that a new battery of 12-pounder and 24-pouncler
howitzers be sent, with full harness and equipments, and the 6-pounder
battery now here be turned into the arsenal-it is worn, and in con·
stant need of repairs. A battery of small pieces on prairie carriages
would be of the greatest service, but the axles of the carriage must be
double the strength they are now. I do not advert to the hostilities
of the Cheyenne Indians here, because every effort will be used to settle
affairs in this Territory, without reference to other operations. The
plan agreed upon by Governor Geary and myself will surely succeed,
and, I think, without ot.her force than we have, with 750 additional
horses for the two regiments. The ruin of horses in the 1st cavalry
last fall is greater than could be supposed, and many now here mus
be condemned.
You will see by the enclosed papers that a party from Lawrence
threatened to attack Lecompton, and were prevented by Lieut. Col.
Cooke. The embarrassments arising from the combinations of differ·
ent parties can hardly be estimated away from here; but the arrival o
Governor Geary puts an end to them. I approve most fully of Lieut.
Col. Cooke's conduct in all these difficult matters, and hope the Presi·
dent will take the same view of it.
I beg to assure the Secretary that I am aware of the importance of
the crisis, and shall venture everything to secure the supremacy of
the constitution and laws.
There is a fact that has struck me as a coincidence, if nothing else,
that the moment it was ascertained in \Vashington that the army
appropriation bill would fail, the outrages and devastations of the
party opposed to the laws here began as though they thought they
oould no longer have the army to interrupt them.
I had ordered Major Deas to St. Louis to inspect some horse shoes,
&c., in the quartermaster's store, reported unserviceable, but 1 now
direct him to proceed to Washington with these despatches, and one
from Governor Geary. I refer to him for many details, and as fully
advised of the state of affairs here; he has my views and plans to present to the department. As Major Emory will probably visit Lecompton in a day or two to complete his information, it will still be
some days before he can start on his return, and in the meantime
the department will be prepared, by Major Deas' information, to see
clearly the position of things here. I entertain, myself, not the
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slightest doubt as to the result. Surely the governor and myself,
animated by the same desire of restoring the dignity of the constitution and laws, and acting in perfect concert to that end, can, as soon
as the requisite force is organized and the plans ready for execution,
overcome the temporary reign of violence and disorder, and restore
to the people of this beautiful country the peaceful rule and administration of the laws.
With the highest respect, your obedient servant,
PERSIFOR F. SMITH,
Brevet MaJo-r General, Commanding Depar't.
Col. SAMUEL CooPER,
Adjutant General of the Army.

[Endorsed. J
wAR DEP ART.l\-IENT'

September 23, 1856.
The only distinction of parties which, in a military point of view,
it is necessary to note, is that which distinguishes those who respect
and maintain the laws and organized government from those who
combine for revolutionary resistance to the constitutional authorities
and laws of the land. The armed combination of the latter class
come within the denunciation of the President's proclamation, and
are proper subjects upon which to employ the military force.
Instructions of the executive for the complete organization of the
militia of the Territory, and the authority given to the general commanding to make requisition for such of that militia as he might require, did not look, under the circumstance, to the delay incident to
a total disbandment and new organization of the militia; and it is to
be feared that with the time thus lost will pass the opportunity for
that full protection of unoffending citizens, and for that exemplary
vindication of the supremacy of the laws which the reputation and
dignity of the government demand.
The requisition for a heavy field-battery was anticipated, and such
a one as within described was, s~me time since, ordered to be sent to·
Fort Leavenworth. The defect of the prairie gun-carriages having
been discovered, new carriages of greater strength have been constructed, and will probably soon be received.
Instructions have been given for the supply of the requisite number
of horses, and for the recruits for the mounted regiments_, as recommended.
The address and good conduct of Lieutenant Colonel Cooke is fully
appreciated and highly approved.
The department has unabated confidence in the zeal and singleness
purpose with which the general commanding devotes himself to the
elicate duty with which he is charged, and is encouraged by his
assurances to hope that his success will be as great as the exigency
requires.
JEFF'N DAVIS,
Secretary of War.
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(No. 1.]

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE WEST,
Fort Leavenworth, August 24, 1856.
SrR : The newspapers received by the boats from St. Louis yester·
day evening assert that the President has directed the prosecution
against prisoners in the case of Captain Sacket to be discontinued.
Ar;, their means of receiving intelligence by telegraph are much more
prompt than any at our disposition, they may be correct; and if so,
the order directing a "nolle prosequi" to be entered would reach you
through the civil officers of the Territory. Under these circumstances,
it will be prudent to retain possession of the prisoners until the time
bas elapsed in which such order might be received. If received, the
General directs that the prisoners should not only be released, but
should be protected by a sufficient escort from your command to such
place, within a reasonable distance, as the majority of them may indicate, in order to secure them from any violence in the present unsettled state of the country, and to carry out bona fide the kind intentions of the President.
By the same papers it is asserted, with great probability, that Congress adjourned on the 18th instant, without passing the army appropriation bill, and that the President re-assembled both houses by
proclamation on the 21st.
This communication will be considered as strictly confidential until
you shall receive the order to release the prisoners, or further orders
from these headquarters ; and it will be turned over as such to your
successor, if you should be relieved from command.
I have the honor to be, your obedient servant,
GEORGE DEAS,
Assistant Adjutant General.
Lieut. Col. Jos. E. JoHNSTON, 1st Cavalry,
Commanding Troops near Lecompton.

[No. 2.]

HEADQUARTERS,
Camp near Lecompton, August 24, 1856.
MAJOR: I have the honor to report my arrival at 8.30 this morning,
my detachment having marched from Fort Riley about noon the 20th
instant. The march was much retarded by hard rains, and being
accommodated to the gait of the dismounted men.
The last company of the 1st cavalry arrived in the vicinity about
noon. The whole force will be concentrated in one camp at 9 o'clock
to-morrow.
The General's instructions, dated August 19, are received.
I enclose a field return for my command of this afternoon.
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I have witnessed no disorders, but there is much uneasiness and
apprehension among actual settlers.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
P. ST. GEORGE COOKE,
Lieutenant Colonel2d Dragoons.
Major GEORGE DEAS, Assistant Ad(j'utant General,

Department of the West) Fort Leavenworth, K. T.

[No. 3.]

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE WEST,

Fort Leavenworth, August 28, 1856.
SIR: It has heen rumored for several days past that large numbers
of persons from the State of Missouri have entered Kansas, at various
points, armed, with the intention of attacking the opposite party and
driving them from the Territory, the latter being also represented to
be in considerable force.
If it should come to your knowledge that either side is moving upon
the other with the view to attack, it will become your duty to observe
their movements and prevent such hostile collisions. But it will not
be within the province of the troops to interfere with persons who
may have come from a distance to give protection to their friends or
others, and who may be behaving themselves in a peaceable and lawful manner.
The General commanding directs that you will make every exertion in your powe!', with the force under your orders, to preserve the
peace and prevent bloodshed. And you will interfere in all instances,
as before directed, without regard to the party from which the hostile
movements may emanate.
I have the honor to be, your obedient servant)
GEORGE DEAS,
Assistant AdJutant General.
Lieut. Col. P. ST. GEoRGE CooKE,
2d Dragoon.<;, commanding U. B. Troops,
In camp near Lecompton) K. T.

HEADQUARTERS, CAMP NEAR LECOMPTON'

August 27, 1856.
MAJOR: An express goes chiefly for documents necessary to making
ter-rolls in the 1st cavalry.
There is little change in the affairs here. I have, however, reason
believe that Lane passed down to Lawrence, within two days, with
al hundred men.
Some chief men, amongst others Babcock, postmaster of Lawrence,
been up, endeavoring to sound my objects and intentions. They
s apprehension of being starved out, by their supplies being cut
from Missouri.
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It is known, I suppose, that the territorial militia had been ordered
out, north and south, by the acting governor.
I enclose some requisitions to supply losses in crossing the Kansas
by company "G," 4th artillery, which I request may be sent out.
With great respect, your obedient servant,
P. ST. GEORGE COOKE,
Lieutenant Colonel 2d Dragoons.
Major GEORGE DEAS, Assistant .Aqjutant General,
Department of the West, Fort Leavenworth.

HEADQUARTERS, CAMP NEAR LECOMPTON,
August 30, 1856.
MAJOR: Your letter of August 28th was received the same night.
Under my instructions, I could not prevent sudden and partial encounters and outrages, and only by accident collision of main bodies;
for with the information of their approach, would come one truth among
a hundred false reports.
I received yesterday forenoon a requisition from the acting governor
for assistance to a deputy of marshal and sheriff to make legal
arrests. I sent Brevet Major Sibley with three platoons 2d dragoons,
and enclosed his report of the result.
I have just returned from Lecompton.
Brigadier General Marshall, from the Blue: has arrived there with
two hundred and fifty mounted militia, northern division. I asked
Governor Woodson what he was going to do with the militia ; he
answered, suppress the insurrection, as soon as enough of them were
collected. He said that Marshall had reported to him that fully fifteen
hundred armed organized men had passed down from the north.
As advised, I cannot interfere with the movements of the Kansas
Territory militia. They are called out by the territorial executive; if
formally or illegally, I am not the judge.
The acting governor informed me that the marshal Donalson, there
present, had called on him for assistance to make another attempt to
serve writs to-morrow (Sunday) in Lawrence, including two more men
illegally detained. For reasons, I induced a postponement of the call
on me until to-morrow for Monday morning early.
My present judgment is., that my whole force should go, if only to
prevent probable bloodshed; but this would probably lead to the
evasion of the criminals. I should place the main force in a commanding position, and give the immediate assistance of a small party. If
this party is resisted, fired on, I see no other than the necessary
course of attacking the crowd-the town.
A Mr. Hutchenson, merchant of Lawrence, and two others, called
on me yesterday for assistance to go to Leavenworth to recover property, wagons, &c.-drivers believed killed or prisoners. I answered,
if they sought redress throught the civil authorities, and I was applied
to by them for assistance, I should give it, and would not otherwise,
under instructions and law.
[No. 5.]
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I hear nothing particularly of the approach of Missourians, and
begin to believe they are not coming ; they probably cannot starve out
the opposite party, but subject them to great privation, including
breadstuffs.
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

P. ST. GEORGE COOKE,
Lieutenant Colonel 2d D1·agoons, Commanding.
Major GEORGE DEAS, Assistant A.rYutant General,
Department of the West, Fort Leavenworth.
DRAGOON CAMP'
Near Lecompton, August 30, 1856.
CoLONEL: Agreeably to your written instructions of yesterday's date
"to proceed immediately with seventy-five of my squadron to assist
the deputy marshal of the Territory and sheriff of this county in the
execution of certain writs," &c., viz : writs of habeas corpus for one
Marks, and another, unlawfully detained in the town of Lawrence,
and also writs against James H. Lane and Captain Walker, and
others, I proceeded to the town of Lawrence.
Forming my command upon the edge of the town, I detached an
officer with ten men as a safeguard to the marshal. They were
immediately surrounded by a crowd of men estimated from 350 to
400, with shouts and groans and denunciations of the rrl'arshal and
the laws of Kansas. His authority having been read, as also the writ
of habeas corpus, the two men unlawfully detained presented themselves. They stated that they had been set at liberty the moment
my command appeared in sight. The marshal then returned to the
main force with the escort and the two persons thus delivered to him,
when it was ascertained that the most conspicuous person in the
crowd and the one most active in suppressing the excitement-volunteering to hunt up and deliver the horses belonging to the prisonerswas Captain Walker. General Lane was also said to be in the crowd.
This information was derived from the men delivered into my hands.
The marshal said he had not recognised either. The marshal then
asked for a larger force to protect him in making a search for those
men for whom he had writs. I gave him thirty men, under Lieutenant Green, who had previously accompanied him, and who, having
seen Walker in this camp a few days before, now that this name was
for the first mentioned as a person aga.inst whom a writ had been
issued, recognised the person most conspicuous and officious in the
crowd, as the same, and proffered to point him out. The second
search was unsuccessful. I then marched my whole command through
the town, uninterrupted, to water, and back again; Lieutenant Green
riding by his (the marshal's) side to point out vValker, but he did
not appear in the street.
Though a stranger in the town, I am satisfied there must be an
excess of five or six hundred men over the permanent population.
The ruins of a large stone hotel destroyed some months since have
been used to construct a rude bastion of four sides, some forty yards
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in extent, the salients pierced for four guns each. The rubb1
stone of which this work is constructed would withstand but a sh
or two, and the splintered rock would prove more destructiv-e tot
occupants than the shot. Besides this, there are two trifling earth
works-one a complete circle, with a shallow ditch-at the head of th
main street entering the town.
I have no positive information of the fact, but I have every reason
believe the permanent population would gladly be rid of the adven
turers crowding the streets.
I have thus given you an account of the manner in which the duty
devolved upon me was executed. I have also endeavored to give you
as Tequested, an idea of the state of affairs in the town of Lawrence.
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
H. H. SIBLEY,
Captain and Brevet MaJ.O'i' 2d Dragoons,
Commanding Squadron 2d Dragoons.
Lieut. Col. P. ST. GEORGE CooKE,
Second Dragoons, Commanding.

[No. 6.]

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE WEsT,
Fort Leavenworth, August 30, 1856.
SrR : It appears that the acting governor of Kansas has called out
the militia of the Territory to suppress insurrection, &c., and by vir
tue of which proclamation it is understood that that description o
force is now in the field. I am instructed by the commanding genera
to say that the troops under your command will not be used in any
manner to interfere with the operations of the militia, whatever they
may be, acting as they will be under the constituted authority of the
Territory.
The General desires that you will occasionally send out detachments, of at least the strength of a company, to cover a large extent
of country, and with a view to gather reliable information as to what
movements are taking place by the armed bodies of men who are here
reported to be in various quarters and in considerable numbers. The
people in this vicinity are all in arms, and reports are continually
received that they are to be attacked; but in no instance, as yet, have
their apprehensions been realized, nor can any reliance be placed on
these idle stories. The General expects from you full information in
regard to whatever may come under the observation of your command.
I have the honor to be, your obedient servant,
GEO. DEAS,
Assistant AdJutant General.
Lieut. Col. P. ST. GEo. CooKE, 2d Dragoons,
Commanding U.S. Troops, in camp near Lecompton, K. T.
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HEADQUARTERS, CAMP NEAR LECOMPTON'

August 31, 1856-night.
I have just received yours of yesterday. 1\-Iine of yesterday
. 4) should have been received long before your express man left
t Leavenworth. I enclose a copy. I also enclose a field return
the end of the month; also a sketch of the country drawn by
1 ..., ..v..._~,,.~ant E. Gay, 2d dragoons.
A large additional force of militia joined at Lecompton to-day-said
be 400. I have also nearly certain information that some 200 new
from the north crossed the Kansas in the Pottawatomie reserva.yesterday, and have gone down towards Lawrence.
anticipated the last letter of instruction as to the militia, and
disagreeable circumstances a house was ransacked and stable
nt between my camp and Lecompton. I sent a lieutenant and
of the guard to protect them against a mob. It was reported to
been done by the militia-certainly by people from Lecompton
uncling camps. I also sent a hasty note to the governor in the
of a remonstrance. The governor answered, that General Mar. , if clone by the militia it was against his orders; that he
inquire into it and correct it. The party was then withdrawn.
after, one or two hundred mounted men in martial order appeared
the hill this side of the house, marched off out of sight, and soon
another house was burnt in that vicinity.
I have received no written requisition alluded to in my letter of
ay. I doubt if it will be made. I doubt, too, the propriety
complying with it, if now made, under the strong irritation
apparently impending collision.
I suspect that my presence emboldens the militia and others to the$6
ges.
~;·" 1 'hal'a is a great scarcity of water in all this vicinity, and I expect
-.mn.l'l'f\W to move my camp to the Wakarusa, at a point about equit from here and Lawrence-it must be the point marked Bloomon the map. There is a road to Lecompton, and also one to
MAJOR:

I have established to-day a small hospital in Lecompton, which a
•lmpetent citizen physician will attend to if my camp becomes too
m unfortunately suffering from a slight attack of chills, which
rather prevalent.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

~leCoiml· ng

P. ST. GEO. COOKE,
Lieutenant Colonel 2d Dragoons,
Major GEo. DEAS, A. A. General,
Department of the West, Fort LeavenwO'I'th.

Com1T~tanding.
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HEADQUARTERS, CAMP NEAR LECOMPTON,

September 2, 1856-1 a.m.
I received last night your letter of the 1st September.
I was in town yesterday, by request. I found the governor, Gene
Richardson, and all profoundly regretful at the outrages mentioned
my letter, No. 5. Strong orders were issued on the occasion by
acting governor.
General Richardson told me there were about 300 militia on th'
and 400 on the opposite bank of the Kansas, close by; I heard}'
report to Mr. Woodson that the most of the militia could not be ke
here, or long, as nearly every man of the north of his district h
come) leaving their homes defenceless.
I received at 8 p. m. last night the enclosed letter from the acti
governor. I have sent to him my answer, a copy of which I enclo
I also enclose copies of a correspondence with him on another su
ject. In this case, as with regard to the outrages of the 31st, I, a
the representatives here of the "army," are likely to be belied in t
public prints. My former statement as to the outrages might be m
minute, but cannot be connected.
I place in the general's hands the means of our prompt defen
and with entire confidence.
I enclose, for information, the report of a patrol made by Cap ·
Sacket, 1st cavalry.
I have reason to believe that the pro-slavery citizens of Tecum
have had to abandon it. Some two days ago they had been ab
equally divided there in politics.
*
*
~
*
*
*
*
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
P. ST. GEO. COOK"E,
Lieut. Col. 2d Dragoons, Commanding.
:Major GEo. DEAS,
.Assistant AdJt. Gen., Dept. of the West, Fort Leavenworth.
MAJOR:

EXECUTIVE OFFICE,

Lecompton, K. T., September 1, 1856.
SIR : The marshal of the Territory having officially reported to
that "the ordinary course of judicial proceedings and the powe
vested in him as United States marshal are wholly inadequate fort
suppression of the insurrectionary combinations known to ex'
throughout the whole extent of the Territory," it becomes my dn
as the acting executive, to make a requisition upon you for your ent'
command, or such portion of it as may in your judgment be consi
ently detached from their ordinary duty to aid me in suppressing the
insurrectionary combinations and invasive aggressions against t
organized government of the Territory of Kansas.
Your command, or sucb. -part of it as :nay be deemed ~ecessar
will therefore proceed at the earliest practicable moment to Invest t
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bwn of Topeka, and disarm all the insurrectionists or aggressive inagainst the organized government of the Territory to be found
or near that point, retaining them as prisoners; subject to the order
the marshal of the Territory.
All their breastworks, forts, or fortifications should be levelled to the

d.

It is very desirable to intercept all aggressive invaders against the
ent on the road known as ' ( Lane's trail,'' leading from the
I(IVV''""""...., line to Topeka.
If, therefore, your command is sufficiently
to admit of it, a detachment should be stationed on the road
orders to intercept all such "aggressive invaders" as they may
their appearance.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
DANIEL WOODSON,
·
Acting Governor of Kansas Territory.
Lieut. Colonel P. ST. GEo. CooKE,
Commanding U. S. Dragoons) near Lecompton.

HEADQUARTERs, CAMP NEAR LECOMPTON, K. T.,
September 2, 1856-6 a.m.
: I received last night your letter of September 1, informing
that the marshal of the Territory had officially reported to you
"the ordinary course of judicial proceedings and the powers vested
him as United States marshal are wholly inadequate for the suppresof insurrectionary combinations known to exist throughout the
extent of the Territory," and you therefore make requisition to
you ''in suppressing these insurrectionary combinations and invaaggression" by marching to invest the town of Topeka, "disarmall the insurrectionists or aggressive invaders, retaining them as
, subject to the order of the marshal," and to level to the
all breastworks, &c.
my instruction(from the Secretary of War, (February 15,) I
instructed by a letter from the Adjutant General to Colonel Sumdated March 26, 1856, in relation to the course to be pursued
armed bodies coming into the Territory, that "it is only when
resistance is offered to the laws and against the peace and
the Territory, and when under such circumstances a requisia military force is made upon the commanding officer by the
specified in his instructions, that he is empowered to act.''
her instructed by General Smith (August 28, 1856,) that
should come to my knowledge "that either side is moving upon
other with a view of attack, it will become my duty to observe
movements and prevent such hostile collision. But it will not
· the province of the troops to interfere with persons who may
come from a distance to give protection to their friends, or others
may be behaving themselves in a peaceable or lawful manner.
further, "to make every exertion in my power with the fo:tce
my orders to preserve the peace and prevent bloodshed.''
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It is evident, both under the laws and my instructions, that
last resort-the effusion :of the blood of the citizens by the mili
power-must be induced by a special act of resistance to the civil
cer in the execution of his legal duty when assisted by that po
In no case yet has the marshal of the Territory, thus aided, bee
sis ted. No specification of resistance by the people of Topeka is
in your requisition, nor is my aid asked to assist the marshal in
execution there of any law or the process of any court. It is si
a call upon me to make war upon the town of Topeka, to "invest'
"make prisoners," level defences.
Your request that I should station troops on "Lane's trail"'
intercept aggressive invaders," would be clearly inconsistent with
last instructions "not to interfere with persons who have come fro
distance," &c., as well as those of March 26.
In my best judgment I cannot comply with your call.
army be useless in t.he present unhappy crisis, it is because in
constitution and law civil war was not foreseen, nor the conting
a systematic resistance by the people to governments of their
creation, and which, at short intervals, they may either corre
change.
Your letter will be forwarded by express to Major General S
for his consideration and action.
With great respect, your obedient servant,
P. ST. GEO. COOKE.
Lieutenant Colonel 2d Dragoo
His Excellency Acting Governor DANIEL WooDSON,
Lecompton, K. T.

true copy:

P. ST. GEO. COOKE,
Lieutenant Colonel 2d Dragoo

HEADQUARTERS, CAMP NEAR LECOMPTON,
September 1, 185
SrR: August 29th a Mr. Hutchinson and two others from Lawr
oalled on me in the camp, seeking redress or assistance for all
wrongs on their property and the person of their employed han
the vicinity of Leavenworth City. I answered (as by memoran
made at the time) that, if they sought redress through the laws,
the civil authority being resisted, and application was made tom
the executive, I would lend him military assistance.
Something may have Leen said, by them at least, about "se
the governor;" at any rate, it appears they went to Lecompton
out my knowledge, and I learn to-day that they are detained.
I beg to know if this is legally done? If not, I feel it, unde
the circumstances, my duty to use all my influence for their libera
or safe return to my camp. If it be answered that the people of
renee have also prisoners, I respectfully suggest that an exampl
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of forbearance and obedience to the law from so high a source
Lave a beneficial effect.
, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
P. ST. GEO. COOKE,
Lieutenant Colonel 2d Dragoons.
Excellency DAN'L WooDSON,
Acting Governor, Lecompton, K. T.

P. ST. GEO. COOKE,
Lieutenant Colonel 2d Dragoons.

LECOMPTON' KANSAS TERRITORY'
Executive Office, September 1, 1856.
: I have just received your lette~in reference to the Rev. G. W.
'nson, grand general of the secret military organization of outin this Territory.
applied to me for information in regard to redress for alleged
. I received him with the greatest courtesy, and pointed out
the legal remedy; assuring him, at the same time, that if the
officers were resisted, I would call on your command for military
subsequently arrested as a spy, by order of Brigadier Genewho, in the present insurrectionary state of the Territory,
t to retain him as such. He is well provided for, and is
· h the greatest courtesy and kindness.
simply add, that with the wagons, which he alleged to have
were found a large number of letters and papers of the most
ble and insurrectionary character.
Very respectfully,
DANIEL WOODSON,
Acting Governor K. '1.
lent,ena,nt Colonel P. ST. GEo. CooKE,
Commanding U. S. Dragoons, near Lecompton.

IPJUU::l,mul,

P. ST. GEO. COOKE,
Lieutenant Colonel 2d D1·agoons.

CAMP NEAR LECOMPTON'
September l, 1856.
In pursuance of your instruction, received this morning,
with my company to McGee's crossing of the Wakarusa,
ence to the town of Lawrence.
's I learned that seven wagons containing about five m-en
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each, had passed along the Bloomington road this morning in the
recti on of Lawrence.
On arriving near Lawrence, sentinels were to be seen on all the
vated points in the neighborhood of the town. As near as I co
learn, there must have been between one hundred and :fifty and t
hundred men in that town.
On my return from Lawrence I met about one hundred armed
State men, escorting some twenty loads of wheat and oats into
renee. The grain was the property of a Mr. Wakefield, who
moving in his family and all his property, fearing his house would
burned.
About four miles and a half from this camp, on the California r
I met a party of about twenty pro-slavery men going in the direc
of Lawrence, and a half mile nearer camp, met a party of some fo
pro-slavery men in positions on a height near the road. A shortt'
afterwards, I saw a party of men going in the direction of Lecomp
which I supposed to be the last-mentioned party.
I found that nearly every hovse that I passed, within :five or
miles from Lecompton, had been deserted.
'
Respectfully, your obedient servant,
D. B. SACKET,
Captain lst Cavalry
Lieutenant Colonel P. ST. GEORGE CooKE,
2d Dragoons, Commanding.

[No. 9.]

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT oF THE WEsT,
Fort Leavenworth, September 2, 1856
SrR: Your despatch No. 5, of August 31, with the topograp' ·
sketch. was received last night.
There is nothing of importance to communicate to-day, excep'
that there exists a very high degree of excitement in the town
Leavenworth, from which place some "free State" people have
expelled.
The position of your camp is left to your own discretion, having
consideration only the objects for which the troops have been orde
out.
Judge Lecompte will shortly hold court at Lecompton, and
very probably call upon you for the services of your command.
which event, the commanding general directs that you will com
with the requisitions made according to the legal forms.
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
GEORGE DEAS,
.Assistant Adjutant General.
Lieutenant Colonel P. ST. GEORGE CooKE,
Commanding U. S. 'l'roops in camp near Lecompton, K. T.
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HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE WEST,

Fort Leavenworth, September 3, 1856.
Your despatch (No. 6) of yesterday's date was received by
last evening, and, with its enclosures, submitted to the COing general, who fully approves of the views expressed in your
ondence with the executive of the Territory, as well as your
as commander of the troops. I am instructed to reply as folin regard to the subject of insurrections and other political disces which may call for the exercise of military power:
paragraph fourteen of the 8th section of article 1st of the con. n of the United States, Congress has power "to provide for
forth the militia to execute the laws of the Union, suppress
lllA1:1rr1il~t.,· ons, and repel invasions;'' and by act of Congress appr:oved
wnr, ..,.,,.u- 28, 1795, section 1, it is set forth that "in case of an insurin any State against the government thereof, it shall be lawfor the President of the United States, on application of the legis..
of such State, or of the executive, (when the legislature cannot be
ned,) to call forth such number of the militia of any other State
States, as may be applied for, as he may judge sufficient to supsuch insurrection ;'' and section 2 of the same act enacts ''that
.n.~nP.vP.r the laws of the United States shall be opposed, or the exethereof obstructed in any State by combinations too powerful
be suppressed by the ordinary course of judicial proceedings, or by
powers vested in the marshals by this act, it shall be lawful for
President of the United States to call forth the militia of such
or of any of the United States, or States, as may be necessary
ress such combinations and to cause the laws to be duly exeand the use of the militia to be called forth may be continued,
•leCE~ss~Lrv, until the expiration of thirty days after the commenceof the then next session of Congress;" "provided always, (sec,) and be it further enacted, that whenever it may be necessary,
· gment of the President, to use the military force hereby
to be called forth, the President shall forthwith, by procla' command such insurgents to disperse and return peaceably to
respective abodes within a limited time."
the act of March 3, 1807) it is defined" that in all cases of
· n or obstruction to the laws, either of the United States
individual State or Territory, where it is lawful for the Presithe United States to call forth the militia for the purpose of
sing such insurrection or of causing the law to b& duly exet shall be lawful for him to employ for the same purposes such
the land or naval force of the United States as shall be judged
ry, having first observed all the prerequisites of the law in
respect.''
ars from your despatches that you have been officially inthe acting governor of Kansas, in his communication dated
tant, that the ordinary course of judicial proceedings and
vested in the United States marshal are wholly inadequate
suppression of the insurrectionary combinations known to
"lhroughout the whole extent of the Territory," and the executive
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then commands you to proceed to invest the town of Topeka, to di
aTm all the "insurrectionists or aggressive invaders" there to
found, to retain them in custody, subject to the orders of the marsha
and to level to the ground all their breastworks, forts} or forti£.
tions.
In the opinion <!>f the commanding general, you were perfectly jus
fied in declining to use the force under your command for the purpo
of carrying into effect instructions or requisitions of so vague a natu
The prerequisites enjoined on the President of the United States
the act of March 3, 1807, have been observed by him in his proclam
tion of the 11th February last, and it would be clearly lawful forth
military power to be used, under proper instructions, for the suppre
sion of insurrection. But in the instance under consideration, an o
der is given by the executive of a Territory to a military command
to lay siege to a town, destroy fortifications, &c., to fire upon ind'
criminately and kill people who may be unoffending, and thus to rna
war upon a community, leaving to him alone to judge of the cri
nality of the individuals whom it is proposed to arrest. It is rna
festly not intended by the laws here quoted that the United Sta
shall act in conformity with such instructions. To proceed to extre
ities) it would be necessary to receive the direct order of the Preside
himself, after it shall have come to his knowledge and conviction th
insurrection really exists. Then it would be well to have the advi
and assistance of the executive of the State or Territory.
If it be considered (which is a fair construction) that this is a co
tinuation of the same insurrection alluded to in the proclamation
the President of February 11th last, the prerequisites of the law ha
been fulfilled by the President, and the troops are now prepared to a
but they are to act directly under the orders of the President, tra
mitted to them through the proper channels. As the responsibili
finally rests upon the officers who command them or control th
movements, they must be satisfied by ample testimony of the neccssi
/ for action, and to have pointed out to them who are the offende
where they are to be sought for, and what are their offences.
In your correspondence with him, you will impress upon the acti
governor the difference between the cases: first, where the troo
may be required to aid the marshal or his deputy in the arrest
specified individuals, and in the execution of the law when obstruc
by combinations too powerful to be suppressed by the ordinary cou
o:f judicial proceedings; and, secondly, when they may be called
the President to suppress an insurrection.
The present practice of marching about organized bodies of arm
men, except they be the militia, properly called out by the govern
is strongly presumptive that they are unlawfully engaged. But
present the suggestion of Judge Lecompte-the probable holding
his court at Lecompton-is of paramount importance, and until t
is over, it is deemed better to keep the troops together. They a
expected to be held in readiness to act at short notice.
For your information and guidance I enclose a copy of a 1e
opinion, given by Mr. Attorney General Cushing, relative to tt.e ci
disturbances which have taken place in California; wherein, in rega
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the use of the army in civil commotions, you will find many points
similarity to the state of things now existing in Kansas.
In the case of Mr. Hutchinson, the commanding general has no
ntrol. But the assertion that he was a spy, under which charge he
been arrested and held in confinement at Lecompton, is, under
e circumstances, a mere absurdity. No man can be with justice
lled a spy who makes his appearance, as in this case, openly and
'thout disguise. His visit to your camp, and his intercourse with
u, should of itself have been a presumption in his favor.
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
GEORGE DEAS,
Assistant Adjutant General.
Lieut. Col. P. ST. GEORGE CooKE,
Oom'g U.S. Troops, in Camp near Lecompton, K. 1'.

HEADQUARTERS, CAMP NEAR LECOMPTON,
September 3, l856-night.
MAJOR: I sent yesterday a company to Tecumseh by the outer Lawnee road; nothing was observed of importance.
I find I have never mentioned that I found, under orders from Oolo1Sumner, that pretty free ~ntercourse was allowed with the political
isoners; hesitating to stop it, your letter of August 24 decided me
t to do so. This morning the wife of one who supplies prisoners
ired escort to Lawrence ; I sent an intelligent corporal, who reined there several hours. He reports that there were about four
dred armad men there, and not Lane. In returningi he met the
itia from Lecompton, an advance guard of thirty men, who pursued
drove in the pickets or scouts from the town, and about four hunmen following them, about five miles from Lawrence. He was
that they expected as many more to-night from below ; that they
not expect to attack Lawrence to-night.
e governor, in reply to a note sent in to-night for information to
rt to you, says, that General Richardson has ordered the militia
encamp to-night about five miles from Lecompton, on the California
, (lfading to Lawrence,) to intercept marauding parties, and to
iVe camp in the morning to a point about three miles east of Lepton. I suspect, from the fact of marshal Donelson being with
m, and his not having applied to me for assistance to make arrests
erve writs, which he was to have done, that the intention was to
the militia at Lawrence, if strong enough, and enforce obedience
arms.
enclose a letter received this afternoon, (marked A.) I sent it to
governor for his information. He expresses his "obligations" to
and says he will answer it, and wishes his answer filed with it,
reported to the " department."
he writer's official signature, as secretary of "Kansas State cencommittee,'' besides its bitter tone, seems to preclude my answerit, or further than to give the reasons.
enclose, also, another from :Mr. :Moore, received later, (marked B ;)
Vol. ii--7
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also another letter from a Delaware chief, which was handed
my corporal in Lawrence by an Indian. It may be very ·
but not knowing the place of the disorders, how far towar
Leavenworth, the badness of the ferry here _prevents me from
a company to-morrow ; particularly as I have reaAon to expect a
forcement of infantry recruits from Fort Leavenworth who could
to them on their route. Second Lieutenant Merrill, who, after
refnsed for some days, I allow to go on three days' leave in the
ing, will be directed to make inquiries, and direct the atten
the officer commanding, if met, to the matter.
The governor, in his note to·night, also says, incidentally,
intelligence has been received this evening that marauding bands
Topeka have robbed the citizens of Tecumseh of their all.
With great respect, your obedient servant,
P. ST. GEORGE COOKE,
Lie,ut. Col. 2d Dragoons, l.iu~rrurtun,ut1i~Q~
Major GEORGE DEAS,
Assistant .AdJutant General, Dep't of the West,
Fort LeavenwoTth, K. T.

A.
LAWRENCE, SeptembeT 3, 1
.SrR: The free-State men of Kansas are now in arms for the
of protecting their property from destruction, and the lives
selves and families from the inhuman atrocities of organized
assassins from an adjacent State. Appeals to the civil authorities
proved fruitless. As a last resort, and to avert the impending
we appeal to the authority you possess. We respectfully
that our ranks are composed of bona fide citizens of Kansas, a
other. To satisfy you of the truth of this averment, we invite
person to visit and inspect our ranks.
If any other method of proof of this fact would be more
to yon, it will be equally convenient .to us. We ask you to
protection for our lives and property, and to that end, that
disperse, or cause to be dispersed, the band of house-burners,
thieves, and men-scalpers from Missouri) known as the Kansas mi
now assembled at Indianola~ on the Fort Riley ' road, at ..uvt..v.Luv
near your camp, at some point on the Santa Fe road, at Easton,
other places.
If this shall be done, we will lay down our arms, and than
return to our ordinary occupations.
If you do not possess the power to do this, perhaps you might
at liberty to insist that the war be conducted on principles gen
recognized among Christian belligerents as just and honorable,
hibiting the destruction of the property of inoffensive persons,
the assaosination of prisoners and defenceless people.
·
Yours, respectfully. By order of the Kansas State central
H. MILES MOORE, Secre
Col. CooKE,
Commander of United States forces at Lecompton.
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P. S. Should we deem it necessary to decide this question by an
peal tc ·rms, would you deem it your duty to interfere in case of
ntlict?
Yours, &c.,
H. M. M., Sec. K. S. 0. 0.

B.
September 3, 1856.
DEAR SIR: We ask your immediate protection, as we have been inaded, and our stock taken by force, and our men taken prisoners, and
ey threaten to lay our houses in ashes. We wish an answer immeiate1y from you to know whether you will protect us, or whether we
ill have to protect ourselves ; for we have had a despatch from headuarters to remain neutral, but we cannot do it if we are not protected.
Yours, respectfully, from the chief of the nation,
DELAWARE NATION,

his

CAPTAIN

+ SOCKCOCKSEE,

mark.

Of Delaware Nation.
Colonel CooKE,
Commander of the U.S. Troops.

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE WEST,

Fort Leavenworth, September 5, 1856.
Sm: Your communication of the 3d instant was received last eveng ; one of the enclosures (B) left out.
The commanding general approves of your not answering the letter
l\Ir. Moore; but the sentiments expressed in the draught of the reply
hich you at first had it in mind to give him, are considered correct.
The State of Kansas is not recognized by any portion of the general
overnment, and the commanding general could therefore hold no offial correspondence with Mr. Moore in his assumed position, or office,
indicated in his communication to you.
To assure yourself of the state of affairs reported by the Delaware
ief, you will send a small force under an officer to his neighborhood
a guard to prevent disturbance, and to remain as long as you may
m their services necessary.
I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,
GEORGE DEAS7
Assistant Ad;jutant Ueneral.
~icut. Col. P. ST. GEo. CooKE,
Commanding United States troops,
In camp near Lecompton} K. T.
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[No. 13.]

HEADQUARTERS, CAMP NEAR LECOMPTON,
September 4, 1856-night.

MAJOR: As I was informed would be the case, the militia camp
moved this forenoon nearer to Lecompton.
Between 10 and 11 o'clock this morning, requisition was made on
me by the governor for assistance to the United States marshal to
cute writs and make arrests in Lawrence ; 200 men was the num
askedfor, which the governor and marshal said was sufficient. This,
with the lateness of the hour, caused me reluctantly to forego my intention to break up camp, and march with all the troops, and I
Colonel Johnston, with six companies of his regiment, which were j
returning from drill. He returned at 6 p. m., and I enclose his report,
showing the usual failure.
I rode around to-day, and visited town ; information had been
ceived, which was manifestly credited by all, that a body of ·
rians, who, it appears, had approached Lawrence from the other
had retired to their State; and I found that the· militia force in
vicinity, who had numbered about 550, were breaking up and p
ing the river. General Richardson told me they would be all gone
morrow. He promised me that Hutchinson and two other prisoners,
the su~ject of my letter to the governor of September 1, should be
released.
I feel uneasy about the Delawares-the moment of militia disp
ing being likely to be that of the greatest disorders. I shall
Captain Sacket's company there in the morning through Lawr
The chief's house is four or five miles beyond. He will have
to continue his patrol no longer than shall appear necessary.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
P. ST. GEO. COOKE,
Lieutenant Colonel 2d Dragoons.
Major GEORGE DEAS,

Assistant AdJutant General, Department of the West,
Fort Leavenworth.

CAMP NEAR LECOMPTON, September 4, 1856.
SrR: I have the honor to report that, in obedience to your ord
I, with Major Sedgwick and six companies of the 1st cavalry,
accompanied the marshal of the Territory to Lawrence to aid him
making certain arrests. On reaching Lawrence my party was l1al
in the outskirts of the town, and Captain Wood, with his company,
was directed to accompany the marshal in his search for the persons
to be arrested. At the end of an hour and a quarter the marshal expressed himself convinced that the perRons in question were not to be
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found-that the arrests were impracticable; and I immediately set
out with my party to return to camp.
Your obedient servant,
J. E. JOHNSTON,
Lieutenant Colonel First Cavalry.
Lieutenant Colonel P. ST. G. CooKE,
Second Dragoons, Commanding, &c.

[No. 14.]

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE WEsT,
Fort Leavenworth, September 6, 1856.
SIR: Your communication of the 4th instant and your note to General Smith were received this morning.
It is not deemed advisable at present to withdraw any considerable
ber of your force; and the general prefers that you will remain
in the field and maintain a reconnoisance of the country until it becomes more evident that the services of the troops may be dispensed
with, and .especially as difficulties may arise during the term of the
court which Judge Lecompte is about to open.
There is nothing in this neighborhood of an important nature to
unicate.
I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,
GEORGE DEAS,
Assistant Adjutant General.
Lieutenant Colonel P. ST. GEORGE CooKE,
Commanding U. 8. Troops, Camp near Lecompton.

HEADQUARTERS, CAMP NEAR LECOMPTON'
September 5, 1856.
MAJOR: Captain Sacket marched this morning, at 7 o'clock, for the
ware district, opposite Lawrence. At 9.30 the express arrived
despatches of the 2d and 3d instant and enclosure. At 12
the acting governor particularly requested me to send troops
seh, the people of which he states had been robbed, and were
threatened, and had petitioned for protection. At 3 o'clock I
a platoon of 2d dragoons to return to-morrow.
At 3.30 some citizens entered camp in haste, reporting a large
approaching Lecompton from below. I sounded "boots and
. '' In a few minutes I received a note from the governor, rethe same, and asking my protection for the town, &c.
tely ordered the sergeant of the guard to be sent, with the
of the guard kept saddled, to endeavor to interpose between the
and threatening force, [which was well executed by Corporal
, company C, 1st cavalry.] At the same time I sent off Captain
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Anderson with the dismounted dragoons. Some minutes after,
marched in person at the head of a squadron of 2d dragoons, orderin
the 1st cavalry and artillery to follow, as their preparations we
completed.
About a mile from town I joined the dismounted command, and
rising the hill prairie above the town, came upon the flank of abou
60 mounted men in line, who remained motionless. Ordering th
dragoons to halt nearly in open column, I rode in front of the Law:
renee men, and accosted Captain Walker, who was in command, ask
ing what he came after. He answered, that they came to relea
prisoners, and have their rights. He said they had sent into town
treat with the governor. I asked him if that was all their men. H
said, oh no, there were 700 more close by. I told him it was a very
unfortunate move on their part that the prisoners had been order
to be released; and, among other things, said if they attacked th
town, I should attack them. He asked me if I would go with him
the main body. I consented, and sent an order to Colonel Johnston
then arriving on the hill, to remain there in command of the troo
until I returned; and taking Lieutenant Riddick, acting assista
quartermaster, an orderly, and bugler, rode with him towards th
woods) near the town.
Discarding all personal feeling, I had then in mind the instructio
of August 28, viz: "If it should come to your knowledge that eithe
side is moving upon the other with the view to attack, it will becom
your duty to observe their movements, and to prevent such hostil
collision," and to "make every exertion in your power, with th
force under your orders, to preserve the peace and prevent blood
shed.''
I arrived, with Mr. Walker in rear ofthe main force, on an abru
eminence commanding the town, over a wooded and rocky ravine
within long gun-shot; they had two pieces of artillery in position
and their visible numbers might not have been above three hundre
men.
I asked Mr. Walker to collect the officers in front of the line, anli
some twenty or thirty approached me lill.onnted. At the moment thera
was an altercation with Mr. Cramer, treasurer of the Territory, whom
they had just made prisoner, who appealed to me, stating that he Wat
a United States officer, and that he had been sent to me. I addressed
these principal men: I said, "You have made a most unfortunate
move for yourselves; the J\1:issourians, you know, have gone. an
the militia here are nearly gone, having commenced croHsing the river
yesterday morning, to my knowledge. As to the prisoners, whilst 1
will make no terms with you, I can inform you that they were promise
to be released yesterday morning; and the governor this morning tol
me he would order the release of all of them, and was to send m
word at what hour I should send a guard to escort them to my camp;
that, therefore, I could assure their prompt return to their homes·
that everything was going in their favor, and that it apparently would
be so if they would refrain entirely from reprisals or any outrages,
return to their occupations, and show moderation." I required the
release of the prisoner, Mr. Cramer, and their return to Lawrence.
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I was asked if I could promise that affairs would be set right at
eavenworth, and they have power to go and come? Mentioning
veral cases of murders or killing, even this morning, I answered, "I
uld only answer for this vicinity; that things could not be settled in
moment; that General Smith was close to Leavenworth, and that
is powers and views, I believed, were the same as mine." I was
en asked the ever-recurring question, if I should attack them if they
tempted there to redress themselves or defend themselves? I relied, "I give no pledges; that my mission was to preserve the
eace.''
Great regret was expressed by them that they had not been informbefore of these events; said they had waited long; that their mesngers were killed or made prisoners, and mentioned that a regiment
as then over the river, and apprehended it would lead to bad results,
nd I was asked to send to them to go back to Lawrence. I sugested that a written order should be sent, and one was afterwards
anded me; they then released three prisoners, and marched off to
turn, whilst I rode over to the town with the released prisoners. I
undone or two hundred militia, whom I had previously seen oppo'te, among the walls of the new capitol, under General Marshall.
I found the governor, and informed him of my action and its results.
e said the prisoners had been released, but, in fact, the order had
ot yet been executed. Mention was made of prisoners that had been
ken by a Lawrence force over the river; I asked the governor to
nd over the order for that force to retire. He found difficulties;
hen Mr. Riddick volunteered to go, and was instructed also to obtain
e release of any prisoners. Lane had evidently been in real or
minal command, but had not presented himself to rue. Mr. Sheriff
nes and others now clamored for his arrest; he was then gone with
's force about him. The governor spoke of writing a requisition. I
ld them, on an impulse, that I should make no arrests this night;
t soon after took the governor aside and told him I recalled that
ecision, and said, "If you want him arrested, write your requsition,
ut I think, on reflec ·on, you will hardly make it.'' He replied,
would not if I advised against it, and the matter dropped. I then
alloped over to my troops, and sent a platoon to request the govnor to send to my camp the released prisoners; and they have been
nt here.
I arrived in camp a little before sunset, and sent back a company of
t cavalry to encamp close to the town.
Lecompton and its defenders were outnumbered, and evidently in
e power of a determined attack. Americans thus stood face to face
hostile array and most earnest of purpose.
As I marched back over these beautiful hills, all crowned with
ving troops and armed men ; whilst I reflected that my command
uld easily have overwhelmed any and all that might have defied it,
rejoiced that I had stayed the madness of the hour, and prevented,
almost any terms, the fratricidal onslaught of countrymen and felw-citizens.
Anxious speedily to inform the general of these important events,
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I have taken but little time for this report, which I shall send at
light.
With great respect, your obedient servant,
P. ST. G. COOKE,
Lieut. Col. 2d Dragoons, Commanding.
Major GEORGE DEAS,
A. A. Gen., Dept. of the West, Fort Leavenworth, K. T.

[No. 16.]

HEADQUARTERS, CAMP NEAR LECOMPTON,
September 7, 1856.
SrR: I received last night your two despatches dated September
I removed my camp yesterday morning to a fine comma
ground, a long half mile from the town.
I received in the afternoon reports from Captain Sacket and
Lieutenant Anderson, 2d dragoons, enclosed, marked 1 and 2. I
an order to the former to return here on the lOth, when his ra
will be out, unless circumstances should allow him to leave sooner.
I returned Lieutenant Anderson's messenger with orders to
when his rations were exhausted; he was, or should have been,
vided until this forenoon.
The depredations there (Tecumseh) have been exaggerated.
gested to Adjutant General Strickler, who lives there, and came to
me this morning, and said that the robberies had been committed
citizens of Topeka-that proper steps should be taken for their ar
Doctor Prentiss and two other citizens of Lawrence called last a
noon, with a lett~r to the governor and myself, on the urgent subj
of supplies from Leavenworth, from which, it asserts) they are cut
I refused to receive it, as signed by officials claiming under the
of Kansas. They apologized, as being mere messengers, that had
observed the objectionable feature of the communication.
I sent down yesterday Mr. Hutchinson and friends. He pro
me that all prisoners should be released, and that the people
return to their occupations.
In town nine other prisoners, 1·eleased by order of General Ri
son, were delivered to me. Some had been taken, as teamsters I
lieve, near I.Jeavenworth, ten or twelve days ago. I sent them with
small escort to Lawrence. General Richardson went with t
he had intended to go without escort. The sergeant of escort ,.a..-'""tathat soon after his arrival, he rode out on the Franklin road
General Lane and Captain Walker, perhaps to insure his
A large number of the militia went off undischarged for their
others, with some organization, pretending that they would re-s
themselves and return. A large company remains in town, wh1
objected to. General Marshall says they are a company from
Blue.
Last evening a citizen who lives close by reported that four or
horsemen had chased him when be was going to his house. I
the accuracy of this, but sent a patrol to arrest any parties 1
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bout. After dark it returned_, bringing five prisoners, who repred themselves as a sergeant and privates of the company in town,
ng a lost horse. I sent them to their captain with the mes' that if any parties were found in reach of my patrols, threatg any sort of citizens, that I would make prisoners of them-firing
them, if necessary to do so-and keep them in confinement until
court could try them.
There were at least three hundred militia and citizens in position
the 5th, and quite a number of shots were exchanged between ad~ ·"'""o:'u. parties. The opposite party, in coming or going, sacked, it is
teQnn<Iently asserted by responsible persons, the house of Mr. Clark,
agent.
I enclose a field return of my command for September 7.
Lieutenant Anderson has returned, and reports thai a demonstrawas made against Tecumseh, yesterday, from Topeka, by a party
two wagons; which, some pretence being made, were taken back
• ALilUla,u.

ty.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
P. ST. GEORGE COOKE,
Lt. Col. 2d DTagoons, &c.
Major GEORGE DEAS,

A. A. Gen., Dept. of the West, Fort Leavenworth.

SocKcocKSEE, September 6, 1856.
CoLONEL: I learn from Sockcocksee, and from others, that small
parties of horse-thieves are constantly roaming over their lands.
e parties have threatened to burn all the Indians' houses in this

n.
w horses have been stolen just about here, but the chief reports
an Indian cannot go near the town of Delaware without having
horse taken from him; most of this work has been carried on in
t neighborhood. Delaware is about ten miles from Fort Leaven! hardly think it was your intention I should go so far in
direction. I leave immediately on a scout in the direction of the
ger, leaving my camp in charge of a few men.
I learn that the bodies of three men, murdered a few days since a
miles this side of the Stranger, are still unburied. I shall pass
way, and cause them to be interred.
pectfully submitted.
D. B. SACKET,

Captain 1st Cavalry .
. Col. P. ST. GEORGE CooKE,
2d Dragoons, Commanding.
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TECUMSEH, September 6, 1856.
SrR: I have the honor to report that I arriv:ed here yesterday
noon with my command.
The town has been visited twice by armed parties from Topeka,
a considerable amount of property taken away.
The few citizens who remain are so apprehensive of another
bery, and apparently on such good grounds, that I do not feel at liberty to leave without further orders.
I have the honor, therefore, to ask for orders on the subject
the commanding officer ; and, if I am to remain longer, that
tional provisions may be sent for my men.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
G. B. ANDERSON,
1st Lieutenant 2d Dragoons.
Lieutenant T. J. WRIGHT,
./l({jutant 2d Dragoons, Camp near Lecompton.

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE WEST,

Fort Leavenworth, September 10, 1856.
I have the honor to transmit, herewith, a report
Captain H. W. Wharton, 6th infantry, commanding Fort Kea
accompanied by a report of Captain Geo. H. Stewart) 1st cava
giving an account of an attack of the Cheyenne Indians on
mail train, and of murders committed by them on a small party
l\1ormon travellers; of the spirited and successful pursuit and a
of the marauders by Captain Stewart) resulting in his killing
wounding eight or ten, and capturing horses, arms, equipments,
I beg to present the conduct of Captain Stewart, Lieutenant
ton, and Lieutenant Mcintyre, as highly meritorious and honorable
themselves and the service, and to connect with them those non
missioned officers and men who aided them so effectually.
Captain Stewart's dispositions were skillful, and his execution
them prompt, vigorous, and effectual.
This tribe must be severely punished, and but that the troops
disposable are engaged here, I would instantly march with the
garrisons of this post and Fort Riley to chastise them; but not
or partial punishment will suffice, and as no one can be spared
this neighborhood, I will postpone extensive operations until
spring. In the mean time, if necessary, I can send some of the
from the posts above this to strengthen Fort Kearny and reEder
secure for the winter, and, by throwing forward forage and pro · ·
there, to prepare for an early movement in force on the springing
the first grass. We could, indeed, hardly count on enough of
season now, (since the winter may be expected in November,)
C0LONEL:
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remain to march several hundred miles, and then

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

With the highest respect, your obedient servant,
PERSIFOR F. SMITH,
Brevet MaJor General, Commanding Department.
Colonel SAMUEL CooPER,
AdJutant General of the .Army.

FORT KEARNY,

N. T.,

September l, 1856.
CAPTAIN: I have the honor to report that I proceeded from this post
on the morning of the 28th ult., with my company K, 1st
, and the detachment under Lieutenant Wheaton, (forty-one
all,) to the place where the depredations were committed on a
trail, on the north side of the Platte. Assistant Surgeon R.
Alexander, United States army, 1st Lieutenant E. G. Marshall,
infantry, Mr. John Heth, several citizens, the post interpreter,
four of the Sioux Indians as guides and trailers, accompanied the
mand. A train of six wagons was taken along to bring in the
y conta'ned in those attacked. We crossed the different
ches and islands of the Platte opposite the post, then struck the
leading to Council Bluffs, followed it across Wood river, thence
point on the Cottonwood fork of that stream, about thirty-three
from this point, and found it to be the place where the attack
made. There were found the bodies of two white men and a child
tly covered up. Graves were dug and the bodies properly in. The wagons and all the property had been removed apa short time before ; their tracks were found on the road,
, from appearances of lariats, dragging, &c., &c., been
over by a body of Indians who had come from some distance up
river. The Sioux Indians and parties of men were sent out in
direction in hopes of finding the trail of the attacking party to
m the place, and any traces of the Mormon women said to have
carried off, but without success, as there was no appearance of
trail except the one I before referred to as coming down the Cotfork, thence along the road; and recent rains had washed out
made at the time the attack was committed. I next folthe trail on the road about five miles, and came upon a camp of
Indians, (ninety-six lodges.) As soon as possible I held a
with the chiefs and principal men. They stated they had been
the Cottonwood fork, hunting buffalo ; on their return the day
had passed the place of attack, when they saw the bodies, felt
as if they had been their own brothers, buried them as well
means at hand would allow, put all the loose and scattered
they could find in the wagons, and brought them along in orrestore them to their owner. They had, in fact, caused a notice
written, fastened to a board, stating what had happened, and that
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they would carry the wagons to Bellevue and other places.
that everything they had done was right and proper, that I w
port it to you, that their Great Father would hear of it, &c., &c.,
They claimed no reward, and turned over the four wagons, pro
three yoke of oxen, (four yoke that were wild had broken
They saw no other oxen or any of the mules. There were
and many loose articles in the wagons, and from all we
d
learn they had not appropriated any to themselves. The a
Indians had broken open a box of law books, and opened a roll
carpeting. The Omahas think the train was attacked by six or
Indians, (Cheyennes,) and we found the wagon-covers to have
perforated with balls. We understand that the party of four
started with only a rifle and a revolver; the rifle was broken and
back, and another was purchased the day of the attack.
Two of the principal Omaha chiefs were Tecumseh Fontenelle
Soe-La-Fleche.
I returned to this post day before yesterday with the wagons,
meeting no other Indians, and seeing no trails or sign of them.
I am, sir) very respectfully, your obedient servant,
G. H. STEWART,
Captain 1st Cavalry, Commanding Co. "K."
Captain H. W. WHARToN,
6th Infantry, Commanding Fort Kearny.

FoRT KEARNY, N. T., .August 27, 1856.
SrR: I have the honor to report that, in accordance with post o
No. 50, I proceeded, on the afternoon of the 24th instant, with a
tachment of sixteen men, of companies E and G, 1st cavalry,
manded by First Lieutenant Frank Wheaton, and my company K,
the same regiment, (forty-one men in all,) in pursuit of a party
Cheyenne Indians, who had fired upon and wounded the conductor
the mail.
The Fort Leavenworth road was followed to the point where
Indians abandoned their pursuit of the mail party. Night conam1•
on, I was compelled to halt here and wait until daylight, when
trail was discovered. We followed it about five miles before eros
a branch of the Platte to Grand island, and at 11! a. m. reached
deserted Indian camp. Buffalo meat was found cooking at s
fires, and the camp had evidently been abandoned but a few
before. We found the frame work of twelve lodges standing.
Indians, from all appearances, had occupied this hiding place
several days, and left this point to attack the mail party.
Leading from this camp, we continued, on a broad and fresh
down the island, and, in the course of fifteen miles, crossed
· branches of the Platte.
At 4! p. m. we found ourselves within a quarter of a mile from
Indians, who were encamped on the edge of a thick grove. Divi
my command, Lieutenant Wheaton charged the camp on the rig
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ieutenant Mcintyre and myself on the left. The Indians were
iven from the ground and scattered; about fifteen, who kept together,
ere pursued six or seven miles. The frequent islands, ridges of
ber, and dense undergrowth, rendered further pursuit impractible. Ten Indians were left dead on the fields; eight or ten, who
ere badly wounded, effected their escape. Twenty-two horses and
o mules were captured, f6urteen saddles were destroyed, a number
shields, lances, bridles, buffalo robes, &c., were found. Our Indian
ide (Standing Elk) estimated the number of Cheyennes at seventy
r eighty. There were about forty-five men in all, and, fr01n some
ticles of dress taken, there must have been women with the party.
lost no men, and not a wound was received. One man's horse fell,
jured his rider slightly, ran off, and could not be recovered. I
turned to this post yesterday at 2 p. m., with my horses in tolerable
der.
Before closing this report, I cannot speak in too high terms of the
allant manner in which Lieutenants Wheaton and Mcintyre led the
arge, closely followed by the non-commissioned officers and men,
hose praiseworthy conduct deserves special notice. Every man
ught well and endeavored to do his best. I feel under obligation to
r. Edward Dill or, residing at this post, for valuable assistance in
e search and pursuit; also to l\1r. Alexander Steward, who, with
e released Sioux prisoner, Red Leaf, and Standing Elk, enabled me
keep the trail and come upon the Indians with so little delay.
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
G. H. STEWART,
Captain 1st Cavalry, Commanding Detachment.
Captain H. vV. WHARTON,
6th Infantry, Commanding Fort Kearny.

[Extract.]
FoRT KEARNY,~N.

T.,

September 8, 1856.

~:
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
I would likewise state that the Cheyenne Indians have been com'tting a series of depredations for some months past, the commencent of which I reported in June to the headquarters of the Sioux
edition. On the 24th ultimo they firEd upon the mail party when
in a few miles of this post, and wounded the condrctor of it
'ous1y in the arm. I immediately sent a mounted command in
suit of them, and they fortunately overtook and punished them.
the 25th ultimo, a small train of four wagons, belonging to Mr.
W. BabDitt, secretary of Utah, was attacked during the night,
ile encamped on the north side of the Platte, about thirty miles
w this place, by a party of Cheyennes. They killed two men and
child, wounded one man, and, what is most to be deplored, carried off
s. Wilson _, from St. Louis, mother of the child killed, and a pas-
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senger in the train. They also drove off Mr. Babbitt's mules and
strayed much of his property. Again, on the 30th1 ultimo, some of
same tribe rode up to a small party of emigrants, about eighty
above this post. They :fired upon them, killed one woman, wounded
man, and carried off a little boy, about four years old; they
drove off aU their animals. These Indians are now openly
and there is no possible safety in travelling through this
except with a large and well-armed force; all small parties will d
less be sacrificed. There is a combination of the Cheyennes of
Arkan~as with those of the Platte in this matter, and most
do they need summary punishment. They are emboldened by
delay. There is an urgent and immediate necessity for a large
rison on the Arkansas, near the old site of Fort Atkinson. The
yennes have been troublesome ever since the abandonment of that
Besi«les being the location of several bands of this tribe, it is
the congregating ground of the Arapahoes, Comanches, and s
other troublesome tribes. It is likewise absolutely necessary
this post should be garrisoned by a mounted force; at least three
parries of cavalry are needed here, with one company of infantry,
the protection of the public property. Had it not been for the
company now here, I should have been unable to punish the I
for the recent attack upon the mail party.
The islands where they secrete themselves are inaccessible
wagons, which is the only way of transporting an infantry
in pursuit of them; as they are all well mounted, it would be
than useless to attempt to overtake them on foot-it would be to
merely an exhibition of our desire to punish them without the a
to do so. ] f the mounted company now here and" I" company,
infantry be filled up with recruits, I shall then be able to give
and protection to the mail until such time as operations shall be
menced against the5e Indians. I made a full and detailed report
the recent outrages to the commanding general of the department.

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
H. W. WHARTON,

*

Captain Sixth Infantry) Commanding.
ColonelS. CooPER,
AdJutant General U. S. Army, Washington, D. 0.
P. S., September 9.-A discharged soldier from Fort Laramie
in last evening, and reports that he left there in company with
Mormons, who were returning to the States; that on the 6th ·
he was out hunting buffalo, a short distance from his camp, and
returnin~ to it he found the Indians had killed two men, one
and a child, and carried off one woman ; they also drove off all
animals, and set fire to the wagon. This man is the only one
party that escaped. A small party is also reported to have
murdered on the "Little Blue." Depredations have for years
frequent in this last named vicinity; and as it is the grand rer1uezvo1
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:Or several tribes, a military post is much needed there ; it would have
'decided influence in checking these outrages.
H. W. WHARTON,
Captain 6th Infantry, Command,ing.

[Endorsement.]
"WAR DEPARTMENT,

" October 24, 1856.
''The evils resulting from the hostility of the Cheyennes, as reported
ithin, were anticipated by the department, and, in accordance with
he recommendations of General Harney, it was proposed to have
nt out last spring the first regiment of cavalry, with a view to
hastise these Indians for past offences, and otherwise to impress upon
hem the necessity of future good conduct. The demand for troops
rising from the disturbed condition of the Territory of Kansas,
eprived the department of the power to execute its plans in relation
the Cheyenne Indians ; and it now only remains, in accordance
ith the long-entertained design, to make a campaign, as soon as it
practicable, against those Indians, that they may be reduced to subission, and be compelled to release the captives held by them,
estore the property taken, and deliver up the criminals by whom
hese offences were committed.
"The commander of the department will look to the needful arrangeents for the execution of this purpose.
"JEFF'N DAVIS,
" Secretary of War."

FoRT

KEARNY,

N. T.,

September 27, 1856.

Srn: 11r. A. W. Babbitt, secretary of Utah Territory, and owner
the train that was attacked by the Cheyennes, on the 25th ultimo,
ear this post, left here on the 2d instant, in a light carriage, accom- .
anied only by "two men, for Salt Lake. He bad with him an amount
f public money, and valuable papers. I represented fully to hi1n
e great danger of travelling with so small a force, and urged upon
im the absolute necessity of remaining a few days, when he would
ave the advantage of Captain Stewart's escort. He, however, difed with me in opinion, thought my apprehensions groundless, and
y suggested caution altogether unnecessary; and accordingly started
ith his small party. The Salt Lake mail) which arrived here on
nday last, left Laramie on the 17th instant, up to which date, Mr.
abbit had not arrived there, although he had more than ample time
do so. Yesterday a train came in from Green river, a point some
'stance beyond Laramie. Mr. Archambeau, the owner of it, inrms me that about one hundred and twenty miles above this post,
the north side of the Platte, he found the place where the Indians
e upon Mr. Babbitt, and killed him and all his party. They
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buried his carriage, and either buried or carried off his trunk,
contained his money, papers, and clothing. Some of the papers
scattered about the prairie, near the spot. All of which were col
by Mr. Archambeau, and delivered to me. Among them were
some treasury drafts and valuable notes. The Indians took off
Mr. Babbitt's animals.

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
H. W. WHARTON,
Captain 6th Infantry, Commanding.
Major G. DEAS,
A. A. Gen., Headquarters Dept. ofthe:West, Fort .Le,avt:nworth

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE WEST,
Fort Leavenworth, September 15, 1856.
CoLONEL : I have the honor to enclose the reports received since
last communication, showing the state of affairs in this Territory.
large body of Missourians, variously estimated from 1,000 to 1,
men, assembled on the 13th, within the limits of the State of Misso
and on that day entered this Territory, marching towards Law
announcing their intention to attack it. Colonel Cooke's
near it prevented their near approach, and I hope, in conform1ty
the governor's proclamation, and his wish and order expressed
tinctly to them, they will retire. If they persist, the Kentucky
Illinois regiments will be c11lled in, and much time will be lost,
their presence nails our force to a point where they and the opposin
party can be observed and controlled. I cannot decide to
one, without leaving the other unchecked; and it will be more th
month before the other regiments of militia can be formed, equi
and arrive. If the Missourians retire-and the character of many
them leads me to hope they will-it puts an end to all complication,
and we can decide and act as may be necessary at once. I refer you
to :Major Emory for many details, and for information of all my plans.
I received the secretary's telegraphic despatch of the lOth. I had
fortunately anticipated, in my arrangements with Governor Geary,
your directions, which are in a course of execution.
If I receive the authority asked for, I can mount all the men in ten
days.
With high respect, your obedient servant,

PERSIFOR F. SMITH,
Brevet MaJor General, Commanding Department.
Colonel SAMUEL CooPER,
AdJutant General of the A~rmy.

WAR DEPARTMENT, September 27, 1856.
Authority has been given to cover all the wants which hav.e. been
communicated in relation to arms and ammunition. The reqms1
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re not only anticipated, but in some respects exceeded. Orders
ve been given for the purchase of horses, and enlisting recruits, as
ommended. The horses heretofore purchased under a previous auority, th.ough intended for the mounted riflemen, may be assigned
the dragoon and cavalry regiments, if the wants of the public ser'ce should require it. The authority given to make requisition on
e governor of the Territory for such part of the militia as may be
quired in military operations was intended to avoid the delay which
represented as the consequence of drawing additional troops from
linois and Kentucky.
JEFF'N DAVIS,
Secretary of War.

CAMP NEAR LECOMPTON,

September 9, 185ft

SIR: While in the Delaware country I made a trip with my company

far as Stranger creek. I could find nor hear of any armed parties
that direction then. There is no doubt that quite a number of
orses have been taken from the Delawares, and that their lives and
roperty have been threatened.
'fhe Indians are very much frightened. All the houses between
ck-cock-see and Stranger creek are deserted, and from appearances,
ould think the Indians left in a burry, as they have left their beds,
bles, chairs, &c., all exposed. I stated in my last letter that three
en had been reported murdered near Singa-rock-sies. I could find
ut one. I had him interred.
By instructions f1 om the lieutenant colonel commanding, I sent one
an of my company as escort to a Mr. Southerland to Colonel Payne's
mp on the Little Stranger.
Respectfully, your obedient servant,
D. B. SACKET,
Captain 1st Cavalry..
Lieutenant Tnos. J. WRIGHT,
.AdJutant 2d dragoons.

HEADQUARTERS, CAMP NEAR LECOMPTON'
Septembe'r 13, 1856-nig~t.

SIR: My last report was on the lOth instant.

Next morning, the governor having arrived, I rode into town with
e most of the officers and called on him. Yesterday morning he
'sited my camp while the troops were being exercised., and a salute
as fired.
On the 11th, about 100 men passed up by the outer road, two miles
ff. They were spoken by a patrol-Lane's men well armed.
At 1.45' o'clock this morning, I received a letter from Governor
ary, asking me to send or go immediately to Lawrence, to prevent
Vol. ii--8
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bloodshed ; enclosing me a report from an agent he had sent
representing the town imminently threatened with attack from
forces. I marched at 2.20' with 400 men, leaving the guards
dismounted dragoons. The governor joined me, and we reached
renee as the sun rose.
I marched right up to a small fort of rough dry wall, by which
have sought to secure a spur of bluff which commands the town.
governor talked to the guard of thirty men who had slept there)
I descended the hill, and sent Colonel Johnston to form a line
ridge swell of the low grounds favorable for all arms, and 400
from the town. I rode in with the governor and some of the
He conversed much, and with apparent effect, to the principal
The town has some ridiculous attempts at defences, with the two
streets barricaded with earth-work, which I could ride over.
horses were watered at eight o'clock, marched by squadron
the town for that purpose, and at nine o'clock, the governor ha
made a short speech, we rode off, with three cheers for the gover
and three for myself, apparently heartily given.
They represented that a force of some 300 men, who had app
within three or four miles, had retired, or been made to retreat in
night, and there was no apparent apprehension of molestation.
There were not above 200 or 300 men in the town; two cannons·
the fort without were all that were visible; few of the people had
in their hands. They were understood by the governor to pledge
selves to stop aggressions and conform to the spirit of the address
proclamation; and even to drive out some of the" Lane's men" w
they thought a nuisance. The governor had received in the ni
report from "General Heiskill," who was below with 800 or ,
militia, whom he represented eager for action, and asked orders.
Osawkee, ten miles north, was robbed two days ago; and even
receipt given Mr. Dyer for some arms taken.
I had a corporal's party above yesterday and to-day, with a deputy
marshal. He reports but few people in Topeka or Tecumseh, and
nothing stirring, except a small party from Lawrence was a little
ahead of him, and he was informed that Lane crossed with them abov~
Topeka to the north side yesterday.
I had determined to arrest him at all hazards, if to be found in Lawrence this morning, the governor concurring ; but all we could learn
there confirms the corporal's report.
With high respect, your obedient servant,
P. ST. GEO. COOKE,
Lieutenant Colonel 2d Dragoons.
Major F. J. PoRTER,
Assistant Ad:jutant General, Department West,
Fort Leavenworth.
CAMP NEAR LECOMPTON'
September 10, 1856.
SrR: On leaving camp on the morning of the 8th I proceeded to
Lawrence. While there, in a conversation with Captain Walker,
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ne of the most prominent of the freesoil party, he informecl me that
had always urged the necessity and justice of not interfering with
ose of either party who in acts were neutrals ; and that so far as
had control or influence he would protect all such in their rights
d homes. Proceeding then to the settlements on the Wakarusa,
found that the numerous farm-houses were deserted, commencing
om the suburbs of the town to a considerable distance up the vVakasa, much higher up than my limited time permitted to go. After
aking a considerable detour I came again to the Lawrence road.
From our camp, in a distance of seven miles on the Lawrence road,
ere have been some six or seven houses recently burnt, and a large
umber on either side of tho road are deserted. I understood that
e same state of things existed above Lawrence on the river. I found
ui~t so far restored on this side of Kansas river that many were
oing out from the town to secure such household property as reained. These persons would return to Lawrence or leave the country.
I have reason to believe that a body of one hundred and fifty freeilers had crossed the river at Lawrence with a view, most probably,
sustaining their party on that side of the river. As regards the
ain object of my march, I have the honor to inform you that I neither
et with nor heard of any marauding parties in the part of the route
aversed by my command.
I am) sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
W. J. NEWTON,
Captain 2d Dragoons.
Lieutenant T. J. WRIGHT,
.AdJutant 2d Dragoons, in camp.

HEADQUARTERS, CAMP NEAR LECOMPTON)

September 10, 185B ..
Sm: On the 8th instant I sent Captain Newton, 2d dragoons, with
"s company, on a patrol. I enclose his report.
Yesterday morning Captain Sacket returned with his company
om the Delaware nation. I enclose his report also.
I received your communication of the 6th instant the night of the
th, by Lieutenant Stanley. Captain Sturgess, 1st cavalry, who did
ot cross the Kansas with his company, marched next morning, I unerstoocl, to look after the Delawares. Their chief has prevented his
oung men from defending themselves, on the ground that a contest
ce begun they would not discriminate between whites, whether
·endly or not.
The promises by principal men of Lawrence to refrain from excesses,
eported in my last, 7th instant, have not been well kept; possibly
wing to excesses reported to the north and east of the Kansas. Some
them came to see me about the liberation of prisoners, (which had
n promised them by the authorities, but who were beyond the
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river.) I informed them of complaints just made by persons req ·
to leave their claims, and tuld them that if these things went
Congress having adjourned without taking part ·with them) they ·
expect to see 5)000 troops, or possibly militia from a State, sent
the rrerritory by the President. I thought, too, that he had n
bausted his powers, but might and would provide that armed
be disarmed and imprisoned for punishment, or shot down.
this as an instance of my custom on proper occasion to make the
1'\opeless use of the moral influence of cool remonstrance and ad
Judge Lecompte has held his court without any trouble. It
not necessary even to send a party into town.
The court has adjourned and I send an escort of a sergeant's
with the judge to-morrow morning. The State prisoners have
bailed and released. I have none in camp. I showed to some of
your letter of August 24J provided them with transportation
turn train to Lawrence. A small escort, which they at first d
went with them.
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
P. ST. GEO .. COOKE,
Lieufenant Colonel 2d Dragoons, Commanding.
Major GEORGE DEAS,
Asst. AdJt. General, Dept. West, Fort Leavenworth.

Ina,ugural Address of John W. Geary, Governor of I(ansas
Delive1·ed at Lecompton, September 11, 1856.
FELLOw-CITizENS: I appear among you a stranger to most of
and for the first time have the honor to address you as ~over
the rrerritory of Kansas. The position was not sought by me,
was voluntarily tendered by the present Chief Magistrate of the
tion. As an American citizen, deeply conscious of the blessin
which ever flow from our beloved Union, I did not consider myself
liberty to shrink from any duties) however delicate and onerous,
qui red of me by my country.
With a full knowledge of all the circumstances surrounding
executive office, I have deliberately accepted it, and, as God may
me strength and ability, I will endeavor faithfully to di~charge
varied requirements. When I received my commission I was solem
sworn to support the Constitution of the United States, and to
charge my duties as governor of Kansas with fidelity. By r
to the act for the organization of this Territory, passed by Congress
the 30th day of March, 1854, I find my duties more particularly
fined; among other things, I am ''to take care that the laws be fai
fully executed.''
'I; he Constitution of the U nitcd States and the organic law of tLis
Territory will be the lights by which I will be guided in my execmi
career.
A careful and dispassionate examination of our organic act
satisfy any reasonable person that its provisiohs are eminently j
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d beneficial. If this act has been distorted to unworthy purposes,
iR not the fault of its provisions. The great lE'ading feature of that
ct is the right therein conferred upon the actual and bona fide inhabants of this Territory "in the exercise of self-government, to deterine for themselves what shall be their own domestic institutions,
ubj ect only to the Constitution and the laws duly enacted by Conress under it." The people, accustomed to self-government in the
tates from whence they came, and ha~ring removed to this Territory
ith the bonafide intention of making it their future residence, were
upposed to be capable of creating their own municipal government,
nd to be the best judges of their own local necessities and instituions. This is what is termed "popular sovE'reignty." By this
hrase we simply mean the right of the ma.iority of the people of the·
everal Sta.tes and Territories, being q nalified electors, to regulate
heir own domestic concerns, and to make their own municipal laws.
bus understood, this doctrine underlies the whole system of republican government. It is the great right of self-government, for which
our ancestors, in the stormy days of the revolution, pledged "their
lives, their fortunes, and their sacred honor."
A doctrine so eminently just should receive the willing homage of
every American citizen. When legitimately expressed and duly ascertained, the will of the majority must be the imperative rule of civil
action for every law-abiding citizen. This simple, just rule of action,
has brought order out of chaos, and by a progress unparalleled in the
history of the world has made a few feeble infant colonies a giant
confederated republic.
No man conversant with the state of affairs now in Kansas can
close his eyes to the fact that much civil disturbance has for a long
time past existed in this Territory. Various reasons have been assigned for this unfortunate condition of affairs, and numerous remedies have been proposed.
The House of Representatives of the UnitP.d States have ignored
the claims of both gentlemen claiming the legal right to represent
the people of this ':rerritory in that body. The TopP-ka constitution,
recognized by the House, has been repudiated by the Senate. Various measures, each in the opinion of its respective advocates suggestive of peace to Kansas, have been alternately proposed and rejected.
Men outside of the Territory, in various sections of the Union, influenced by reasons best known to themselves, have endeavored to stir
up internal strife, and to array brother against brother.
In this conflict of opinion, and for the promotion of the most unworthy purposes, Kansas is left to suffer, her people to mourn, and
her prosperity is endangered.
Is there no remedy for these evils? Cannot the wounds of Kansas
be healed and peace be restored to all her borders ?
Men of the north-men of the south-of the east and of the west,
in Kansas-you, and you alone, have the remedy in your own hands.
Will you not susper.d fratricidal strife? Will you not cease to regard
each other as enemies, and look upon one another as the children of
ta common mother, and come and reason together?
Let us banish all outside influences from our deliberations, and as-
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semble around our council board with the Constitution of our count
and the organic law of this Territory as the great charts for our g ·
dance and direction. The bonafide inhabitants of this Territory a
are charged with the solemn duty of enacting her laws, upholdi
her government, maintaining peace, and laying the foundation for
future commonwealth.
On this point let there be a perfect unity of sentiment. It is t
first great step towards the attainment of peace. It will inspire con
ficlence amongst ourselves, and insure the respect of the whole coun
try. Let us show ourselves worthy and capable of self-governmen
Do not the inhabitants of this Territory better understand wh
domestic institutions are suited to their condition-what laws will
most conducive to their prosperity and happiness-than the citizens
distant, or even neighboring States? This great right of regula tin
0nr own affairs and attending to our own business, without any i
terference from others, has been guarantied to us by the law whic
Congress has made for the organization of this Territory. This righ
of self-government-this privilege guarantied to us by the organi
law of our Territory, I will uphold with all my might, and with th
entire power committed to me.
In relation to any changes of the laws of the Territory which I
may deem desirablP- I have no occasion now to speak; but these are
subjects to which I shall direct public attention at the proper time.
The Territory of the United States is the common property of the
several States, or of the people thereof. This being so, no obstacle
should be interposed to the free settlement of this common property,
while in a territorial condition.
I cheerfully admit that the people of this Territory, under the
organic act, have the absolute right of making their municipal laws,
and from citizens who deem themselves aggrieved by recent legislation I would invoke the utmost forbearance, and point out to them a
sure and peaceable remedy. You have the right to ask the next legislature to revise any and all laws; and in the mean time, as you value
the peace of the Territory, and the maintenance of future laws, I
would earnestly ask you to refrain from all violations of the present
statutes.
I am sure that there is patriotism sufficient in the people of Kansas
to lend a willing obedience to law. All the provisions of the Constitution of the United States must be sacredly observed ; all the acts
of Congress having reference to this Territory must be unhesitatingly
obeyed, and the decisions of our courts respected. It will be my imperative duty to see that these suggestions are carried into effect. In
my official action here I will do justice at all hazards. Influenced by
no other considerations than the welfare of the whole people of this
Territory, I desire to know no party, no section, no north, no south,
no east, no west ; nothing but Kansas an(l my country.
Fully conscious of my great responsibilities in the present condition
of things in Kansas, I must invoke your aid and solicit your generous
forbearance. Your executive officer can do little without the aid of
the people. With a firm reliance upon Divine Providence) to the
best of my ability, I shall promote the interests of the citizens of the
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erritory, not merely collectively but individually; and I shall expect
om them in return that cordial aid and support, without which the
overnment of no State or Territory can be administered with benefint effect.
Let us all begin anew. Let the past be buried in oblivion. Let
ll strife and bitterness cease. Let us all honestly devote ourselves
o the true interests of Kansas; develope her rich agricultural and
ineral resources, build up manufacturing enterprises, make public
oads and highways, prepare amply for the education of our children,
evote ourselves to all the arts of peace, and make our Territory the
anctuary of those cherished principles which protect the inalienable
ights of the individual and elevate States in their sovereign capacities.
hen shall peaceful industry soon be restored; population and wealth
will flow upon us ; '' the desert will blossom as the rose,'' and the
tate of Kansas will soon be admitted into the Union, the peer and
ride of her elder sisters.

JOHN W. GEARY.
PROCLAMATION.

Whereas, a large number of volunteer militia have been called
into the service of the Territory of Kansas, by authority of the late
acting governor, for the maintenance of order, many of whom have
been taken from their occupations or business, and deprived of their
ordinary means of support and of their domestic enjoyments; and
vVhereas, the employment of militia is not authorized by my intructions from the general government, except upon requisition of
he commander of the military department in which Kansas is emraced; and
\Vhereas, an authorized regular force has been placed at my disposal, sufficient to en~ure the execution of the laws that may be
obstructed by combinations too powerful to be suppressed by the ordinary course of judicial proceedings; now
Therefore, I, John W. Geary, governor of the Territory of Kansas, do issue this my proclamation, declaring that the services of such
volunteer militia are no longer required, and hereby order that they
be immediately discharged. The secretary and the adjutant general
of the Territory will muster out of service each command at its place
of rendezvous.
And I command all bodies of men, combined, armed, and equipped
Mith munitions of war, without authority of the government, instantly
disband or quit the Territory, as they will answer the contrary at
their peril.
In testimony whereof I have hereunto set my hand ancl affixed the
seal of the Territory of Kansas. Done at Lecompton
[ L. s.]
this 11th day of September, in the year of our Lord one
thousand eight hundred and fifty-six.

JOHN W. GEARY,
Governor of Kansas.

By the governor :
D.ANIEL

WOODSON,

Secretary.
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PROCLAMATION.

Whereas, it is the true pol icy of every State or Territory to
prepfred for any emergency that may arise from internal disse
or foreign invasion:
V\Therefore, I, John W. Geary, governor of the Territory of
sas, do issue this my proclamation, ordering all free male citi
qualified to bear arms, between the ages of eighteen and fo
years, to enrol themseh·es, in accordance with the act to organize
militia of the Territory, that they may be completely organized
companies, regiments, brigades) or divisions, and hold themselves
readiness to be mustered, by my order, into the service of the U ·
States, upon requisition of the commander of the military
ment in which Kansas is embraced, for the suppression of all
nations to resist the laws, and for the maintenance of public
and civil government.
In testimony whereof I have hereunto set my hand and the seal
the Territory of Kansas. Done at Lecompton this el
[L. s.] day of September, in the year of our Lord one thous
eight hundred and fifty-six.
JOHN. W GEARY,
Governor.
By the governor :
DANIEL WooDSON) Secretary.
In accordance with the foregoing proclamation, the comm.,., .... ,'""~~~•
officers will take notice, and in compliance therewith report
enrollment~ and organization to me at my office at Tecumseh, on
before the first day of October next.
By order of the governor.
H. J. STRICKLER,
AdJutant General.
LECOMPTON, September 11, 1856.

HEADQU.ARTERs, DEPARTMENT OF TIIE WEsT,
Fort Leavenworth, September 17, 1856.
CoLONEL: I take advantage of the opportunity of a messenger from
Governor Geary to Washington to send you copies of Colonel Cooke'
and Captain T. J. vVood's reports, which will sufficiently explain
themselves. The operations of Captain Wood were very well con·
ducted, as the result shows.
The effect of Colonel Cooke's presence with his force, though
much less than those around him, had no doubt its proper influence.
The good sense and respect for law which has been evinced by the
companies from Missouri has made the prompt and energetic action of
Gov~ruor Geary entirely successful, and the road is now clear for our
operations, (already begun,) without waiting for or req_uiring tb.e
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resence of other troo-ps. I want now only the horses, recruits, and
rtillery first asked for. They will, if authorized, arrive about the
ime th~y will be most needed; for I shall not wait for them to begin,
hough they will be here to finish. As Mr. Adams (Governor Geary's
essenger) expects to leave every minute, I will close this package;
ut if he be delayed waiting for a boat, I will write more fully.
With high respect, your obedient servant,
PERSIFOR F. SMITH,
Brevet lJ!laJor General Commanding.
Colonel 8. CooPER,
AdJutant General of the Army.
[F.ndorsemcnt.]

October 3, 1856.
Read with satisfaction, as fnrnishing better -prospects for the restoration of peace and good order in Kansas. The conduct of Captain
Wood is very commendable.

JEFF'N DAVIS,
SecTetary of War.

HEADQUARTERS,
Camp near Lecompton, K. T., September 16, 1856.
MAJOR: The afternoon of the 14th instant I received a report from
Governor Geary that great outrages were being committed by marauders at or in the vicinity of Osawkee beyond the Kansas, and
making requisition for a military force to accompany the deputy marshal. I sent Captain T. J. Wood, commanding a squadron 1st cavalry. (A copy of instructions enclosed.)
At sundown same <iay I received a pressing call from the governor
to march wjth my whole force to Lawrence to prevent an impending
"collision." Being very unwell, I sent Colonel Johnston immediately
with the light battery, 4th artillery, squadron 2d dragoons, and his
five companies 1st cavalry, then present. Very early yesterday I
waited on the governor, and rode with him down to Lawrence, arriving at 10 o'clock. I found my force distributed in strong positions
near the town; beyond, about two miles on the Franklin road, the
advance of a large forJe was to be seen, banners flying. After a momentary communication with Colonel Johnston, I pushed on with the
governor to meet it. It was a mounted company uniformed and well
armed, which at a word accompanied our carriage as a guard of honor
to the main body in Franklin. Here about twenty-five hundred men,
armed and organized, were drawn up, horse and foot, and a strong sixpounder battery. The generals and principal officers were collected in
a large room, and very ably and effectively addressed by Governor
Geary. Eloquent speecl•es were made by General Atchison and General Reed, and calculateJ to produce submission to the legal demands
made upon them. Some other inflammatory addresses were also made;
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so that I felt called upon to say some words myself, appealing to
militia officers as an old resident of Kansas and friend to the
saurians to submit to the patriotic demand that they should
assuring them of my perfect confidence in the inflexible justice of
governor, and that it would become my painful duty to sustain ·
the cannon's mouth. Authority prevailed, and the militia
submitted to march off to be disbanded at their place of rennor.nrrYna
I returned then to the town of Lawrence, which was in great
citement, and the governor spoke to the principal men, and the
to the bivouac of the troops, who slept under arms after two ·
marches with scant provision.
Captain Wood had reached the river at Lecompton on his r
as I left yesterday morning with prisoners. Leaving there this
ing at sunrise Colonel Johnston to send out strong patrols, a
return to camp this afternoon if possible, I hastened back with
governor, following on the traces of Colonel Clarkson's regiment,
were marching by the Lecompton crossing, en route to Leaven
We found little appearance of any depredation, but a man had
shot down for refusing to deliver a horse. We stopped a few mom
for Judge Cato to take the affidavit of the man, mortally wounded,
fear.
I found Captain Wood in camp with one hundred and one
prisoners, horses, arms, property, &c., including a piece of ar
said to belong to the State of Missouri. (Captain Wood's report
closed.) I then addressed a letter to the governor, (copy encl
calling on him to take charge, by the proper civil officer, of t
prisoners. Lieut. Col. Johnston returned at 4 p. m., and rep
that the main body of militia, or Missourians, having passed
Wakarusa six miles beyond Lawrence yesterday evening , were
where to be seen by the patrols this morning on the other side at
or another point above.
Judge Lecompte arrived this afternoon, with escort; he will pro
bly hold an "adjourned court." Night. I have received the
spa.tches of the 15th and 16th.
A reinforcement of as many infantry as can be spared is now to all
appearances important.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
.L.I.VJL<VL,a.u

P. ST. GEORGE COOKE,
Lieut. Col. 2d Dragoons, Commanding.
Major F. J. PoRTER,
A. A. Gen., Dept. of the West, Fort Leavenworth, K. T.
P. S.-I should have mentioned that Colonel Johnston, as authorized, left Major Sedgwick with a squadron to come to-morrow morning. Captain Wood's report is just received. He deserves great
credit for the energy, management, and success with which he conducted his e~terprise.

P. ST. G. COOKE,
Lieut. Col. 2d Dragoons.

SECRET .A.R Y OF W .A.R.

123

HEADQUARTERS, CAl\IP NEAR LECOMPTON,
September 16, 1856.
DEAR SrR: Captain T. J. Wood, 1st cavalry, commanding a squadn, was sent out on the 14th instant with the deputy marshal, to
ve the military aid for which, on the same date, you had made foral requisition.
Having just returned to camp from important duties near Lawrence,
find that they have brought into camp as prisoners 101 men.
I find in my instructions from General Smith, August 1!), that
the governor of the Territory should, if possible, take means to keep
e prisoners arrested under his authority, and such as may hereafter
taken. Their custody embarrasses the troops and diminishes their
ciency." This now proves so true that I am forced to ask that the
oper civil officer shall take them into his keeping. I should be able,
requisition, founded on necessity, to afford marshal and sheriff,
mporarily, some aid, supposing that the place of their keeping will
ot be further than Lecompton,
With high respect, your obedient servant,
P. ST. G. COOKE,
Lieut. Col. 2d Dragoons.
His Excellency Col. J. W. GEARY,
Governor of Kansas.

HEADQUARTERS, CAMP NEAR LECOMPTON'
September 14, 1856.
SIR: Requisition having been duly made on me by the executive for
'din the arrest of certain criminals, against whom writs will be
laced into the hands of the deputy marshal, and to protect the setements of peaceable citizens north of the Kansas from robbery and
utrage, you will proceed with your squadron to Osawkee and Hickory
oint (or '' Hardtville' ') to give such legal aid and protection. I
xpect it will require two or three days before your return to this
mp. You will not remain longer without reporting by express the
ecessity of the case.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
P. ST. G. COOKE,
Lieut. Col. 2d Dragoons.
Captain T. J. WooD,
1st Cavalry, Present.

IN CAMP' NEAR LECOMPTON'
September 16, 1856.
SIR: In pursuance with your instructions, dated 14th instant, and
o.nded me at 12m., to proceed with my squadron (companies "0 and
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H" 1st cavalry) to Osa.wkee and IIickory Point (or" Rn""'r:"1'iJ
to aid in the arrest of certain criminals against whom writs
the hands of the d puty marshal, and to protect the st:ttlem
peaceable citizens north of the Kansas river from robbery and ou
I marched with my squadron at 1 o'clock p. m. of that day.
I learned at the ferry at Lecompton that a large band of a
marauders, commanded by a person named Harvey, and who is
ported to hold the rank of colonel among the organized disturbe
the peace of the rrerritory, had marched from Lawrence the p
night for the purpose of attacking some settlement or settlements
the district in which I had been ordered to afford protection.
Finding I would be detained some hours in crossing the
river, 0wing to the very limited ferry arrangements, I desired
Dyer and Dr. Tebbs, who were named in my instructions as
to my command, to send forward a person to Osawkee and
Point each, with a view to determining the position of Harvey's
wh:ch request was complied with.
After getting my command across the K.ansas, I proceeded to
Leaven worth crossing of the Grasshopper, where I halted to
the return of the messengers sent out to gain information. I
advantage of the halt to graze the horses two or three hours, and
the men to get their suppers. About nightfall the messenger wh
been despatched to Osawkee returned, and reported that he had
:fired on by four men, and driven back.
About an hour later the messenger who had been sent to Hie
Point returned, and reported that Harvey's party had attacked H
ory Point at 11 o'clock in the forenoon, and were probably still
where in that vicinitL as the attack, from all the information he
obtained, had been made by a force of some three hundred and
men, provided with artillery and baggage wagons.
At 9 o'clock I moved towards Hickory Point, marching very
idly.
About 11! o'clock I met an armed party, numbering about t
:five men, on the road leading from Hickory Point to Lawrence.
halted them, and asked who they were, whither they had been,
whither they were going.
To these questions they replied that they were "a part of Colo
Harvey's command; that they were returning to Lawrence from
ory Point, and that they had been engaged in the attack that day
the latter place.''
They were well armed with muskets and Sharpe's carbines) and
with them three wagons, in one of which there was a man who
been wounded in the attack.
The deputy marshal arre"ted them in the name of the United Sta
and required them to lay down their arms, which requirements I
forced.
After the party had been disarmed, a person who gave his name
Leuhler, and who represented himself as a physician, and that
had accompanied Harvey's party in the capacity of surgeon, info
me that he was returning to Lawrence as the medical attendant
the wounded man, and requested to be permitted to go on. He
1
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ed to do so, and two men were permitted to accompany him to
n taking care of the wounded man.
ing the arrested men and two of their wagons with me, I proin the direction of Hickory Point, as they had informed me
the arrest that Harvey was encamped on the road two miles from
the first arreRts were made.
r marching some half mile I met two other men, who admowthemselves to be of Harvey's band, and to have been engaged
attack on Hickory Point. The deputy marshal arrested them.
About a half a mile from Harvey's camp I detached two p:uties,
to approach the camp on the right flank and rear, the other on the
flank and rear, while I moved with the greatest portion of my
ron on the front of the camp. By a rapid movement the three
concentrated on the camp before there was time to make any
..,.~~nnl·!'ltion for resiAtance or to escape.
I immediately rode into the
p, accompanied by the marshal.
The men in camp acknowledged themselves to belong to Harvey's
rty, and that they had been engaged in the attack on Hickory
'nt, which fact was well attested by the presence of several wounded
in the camp ; and furthermore, they acknowledged that they had
hed from Lawrence the previous night to make the attack.
e marshal arrested all of them in the name of the United States,
required them to lay down their arms, which I enforced.
hey laid down their arms with considerable hesitation, and would
JS have not done so at all, but that they found themselves eny surrounded by a force sufficient to eniorce the marshal's orders.
A person who gave his name as Bickerton, and who represented
self to be in immediate command of the camp, reported that Harwas sleeping in a log cabin a little distance off; a party was debed to examine the house, but no one was found.
The marauders were well armed with muskets, and Sharpe's car' hunting rifles, revolving pistols, bowie knives, &c, and had
piece of artillery, a 4-pounder.
In order that no charge could be made by the persons arrested,
t their property had been sacrificed by hurrying them off, ample
was given them to collect all their horses and wagons, and to
re them for the march.
'ng so many prisoners in custody. amounting to a hundred and
, I considered it proper to return hither as soon as possible, and
sequently commenced the return mar.:::h at 2 o'clock in the mornof the 15th.
reached this camp at 10 o'clock a.m., having been absent twentyhours, nineteen of which my command had been in the saddle,
]~ad marched thirty-six miles, including two crossings of the Kanver.
rom all I could learn, Harvey's commancl was about 200 strong
it marched from Lawrence; the other J 50 men of the attacking
y came, from the best information I could get, from r:ropeka.
I woulu have proceeded to look after this portion of the marauders
f~,r the trammelled condition of my command, charged with the
of so many persons.
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I brought into camp 47 Sharpe's carbines, 38 muskets, 6
rifles, 2 shot guns, ~0 revolving pistols, 14 bowie knives, 4
and one piece of artillery, with a large supply of ammunition
arms.
I also brought in twenty-seven horses in addition to the h
horses.
Doubtless many arms were thrown away by the marauders, as
of those brought in were picked up in the grass by men. The
captain of my squadron, Newby, and the 2dlieutenant of my
pany, Church, were very acti1e and useful in carrying out the
sitions I deemed it proper to make, to enforce the marshal's
The men of both companies behaved excellently, obeying all
promptly but quietly, without noise, disorder or confusion,
staining from all violence, when the reverse might so readily
happened in the hurry of rapid movements at night.
I had with me 46 enlisted men of company "C" and 36
pany "H."
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
THOMAS J. WOOD,
Captain 1st Cavalry, commanding 2d squadron.
Lieut. Col. P. ST. GEORGE CooKE,
2d Dragoons, Commanding, &c.

HEADQUARTERS, DEPARTMENT OF THE WEST,
Fort Leavenworth, October 14, 1856.
CoLONEL: I have the honor to enclose, for the information of
Secretary of War, various communications in relation to the affairs
this Territory, which give the history of what has happened since
last ad vices to you .
.Another armed party, brought to the limits of the Territory
Lane, has entered. They represented themselves as coming
objects entirely peaceful, and on these representations some of the
were encouraged by the governor to enter; but, upon examination,
was found their revresentations were false. They had no implements
of agriculture or other industry, and were provided with a full supply
of arms, ammunition, drum, and other implements of war. Colonel
Cooke, upon the requisition of the deputy marshal, very properly
aided him in arresting them, and will have them conducted to the seat
of government to be examined by the judicial authority. *
* *
No disturbance took place any where in the Territory at the late
election.
It is announced that the "State party" intend to order an election
shortly, at which a member of Congress, &c., are to be chosen.
\Vith high respect, your obedient servant,
PERSIFOR F. SMITH,
Brevet .1~fa}or General., Commanding Dep't.
ColonelS. CooPER,
.AdJutant General of the .A1-my.
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[Endorsement.]
WAR DEPARTMENT,

November 8, 1856.
Reacl. The discrimination and good judgment displayed by Lieut.
lonel Cooke receives unqualified commendation. Embarrassed as
naturally was by the seeming conflict between the letter of the
vernor addressed to him on the 28th September and the circular
tter of September 30, the course which Lieut. Colonel Cooke pursued
anifests that energy and great discrimination which, under the cirmstances, could alone have prevented a secret armed invasion, and
rther disturbances to the peace and good order of Kansas.
JEFF'N DAVIS,
Secretary of War.

HEADQUARTERS, DEPARTMENT OF THE WEST,

Fort Leavenworth, September 22, 1856.
SIR: I return the requisitions signed by John Donaldson, captain,
d Colonel Titus, commanding, for provisions and clothing, and
ose for forty volunteer cavalry.
No corps less than a company can be mustered into service, as the
mpany is the smallest body organized. Each company has one
ptain, one first lieutenant, and one second lieutenant. If you take
fraction of a company of men, how will the proportion as to a cap'n be determined? You cannot divide an officer, and a captain or
eutenant cannot be received unless with a company, of which they
e component parts.
When a company is mustered into service, it comes immediately
der the command of the officer commanding the troops of the army
militia, as the case may be, in the service of the United States ; and
ll requisitions are made, not on the commander of the department,
ut on the proper officer of the staff, and must be passed through and
pproved by the commanding officer of the troops, who) in this case,
Lieut. Colonel Cooke.
Colonel Cooke has instructions to dispose of the troops under his
mmand according to your wishes and in conformity with the law,
d will, accordingly, furnish detachments for any particular purpose
ou may think necessary for the public service; but all the returns,
quisitions, reports, &c., required by orders or regulations, must be
de through him. His quartermaster, commissary, apd other staff
cers, will furnish all the camp and garrison equipage and supplies
ammunition, provisions, &c., that may be needed.
As to the forty mounted men, they cannot be mustered into service
less their number be increased to a full company.
All these are subjects regulated by positive law, which leaves no
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one any di~cretion, the law must be exactly complied with or
"\vho]e proceeding is il1egal and void.
With the highest respect, your obedient servant,
PERSIB'OR F. 8MITH,
Brevet MaJor General, Commanding Dep
His Excellency JOliN W. GEARY,
Governor of the 'Territory of Kansas.

[No. 2.]

HEADQUARTERS, DEPARTMENT OF THE WEsT,
Fort Leavenworth, Stptember 26) 1856.
CoLONEL : Your letter of the 24th instant, with its enclosure,
received this morning.
You were right in suspending the execution of Special Order
134 until information and circumstances render the movement
sary.
In order that the commanding general may act entirely in
with the governor of the Territory, and that no misunders .
may arise between you and him, he directs, lest you have not sou
stood your instructions, that you will conform your movements
those of the troops to the wishes of the governor.
In regard to supplies, &c., for the militia infantry under your
mand, the following extract from the general's letter are fur
for your guidance: "All the returns, requisitions, reports, &c.,
quired by orders or regulations, must be made through l1im, (y
His (your) quartermaster, commissary, and other staff officers will
nish all tbe camp and garrison equipage, and supplies of amrnuni
provisions, &c., that may be needed."
I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
F. J. PORTER,
.Assistant .AdJutant General.
Lieut. Col. P. Srr. GEORGE CooKE,
Commanding U. S. t?·oops in camp near Lecompton, K. T.

[No. 3.]

HEADQUARTERS, DEPARTMENT oF THE WEsT,
Fort Leat·enwO'i·th, September 29, 1856.
CoLONEL: Your despatch of the 27th instant is received, and ·
reply to your inquiries I have to give you the following inst.ruc ·
from the commanding general:
You will continue to report to Colonel Cooke, receiving from h'
such instructions as may from time to time be given, and k
him, as well as the general, constantly informed of all matters
importance connected with your expedition.
The length of time you will remain upon the frontier depends
circumstances. Instead of your command returning immed·
reports just received, if true, indicate the necessity of prolonging 1ts
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and of increasing its strength. It is very desirable, whatever
time employed, that your expedition may be attended with success,
that all organized armed parties may be secured and disarmed ;
hich purpose, and to carry out your other instructions, if you
it necessary to pass the boundary of the adjacent Territory, that
"'""'tin,." must not be regarded as an obstacle.
The Territory is
the authority of the federal government, and forms no part of
mdependEmt State.
ngements are made for provisioning your command from this
that, should you find. it probable your journey will be pro' a timely notice of the supplies needed, and of their place of
aestana.tJ'lon, will insure their arrival.
I am, Colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
T. J. PORTER,
Assistant AdJutant General.
L'ieut. Col. J. E. JoHNSTON,
Commanding U. S. Troops
en route to northern frontier of Kansas.

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE WEST}
Fort Leavenworth, September 28, 1856.
GovERNOR : The enclosed letter from W. P. Richardson reached me
night; its envelope was addressed to me, or "the Governor."
am not acquainted with the persons from whom the information of
s movements is derived, and do not know what faith is due to
When the four companies of cavalry under Lieut. {Jol. Johnston
ordered, a few days ago, to the northern frontier of the Territory,
the troops that could be spared from this post were sent down to
n, so that all the disposable force is now there, and at your
· n. If you think the information sent is even probable, it
to me proper to employ every means to capture Lane. The
he has been guilty of here point out his intentions now, and,
with his armament of cannon, show those intentions to be
:oontimtation of his former illegal and insurrectionary acts.
the highest respect, your obedient servant,
PERSIFOR F. SMITH,
Brevet MaJor General, Commanding Department.
Excellency JoHN W. GEARY,
Governor of the Territory of Kansas.
8.-Since writing the foregoing, I have received from Lieutenant
Johnston his report of his departure towards Nebraska City.
send to Colonel Johnston, through Colonel Cooke, and to me
information necessary to direct Colonel Johnston's movements ;
beg you will supply him with guides, &c., whom the quarterwill pay.
the highest respect, your obedient servant,
PERSIFOR F. SMITH,
Brevet MaJor General, Commanding Department.
Vol. ii--9

130

REPORT OF THE

(No. 5.]

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT,
Lecompton, K. T., October 4, 1
DEAR SIR: As there is great reason to believe that distur
will take place at the election on Monday next, the 6th instant, at
town of Leavenworth, unless precautionary measures are taken to
vent the same, and as it is of the highest importance to endea
every possible means to preserve the public peace at every point,
especially on that occasion, I request that you station in Leaven
City a sufficient force of United States troops to guard the polls
prevent the commission of outrages.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JOHN W. GEARY,
Governor of Kansas Territory.
:Major General P. F. SMITH)
Commanding U. 8. Forces, Department of the TVest.

OcToBER 6, 1856.
SIR : I apprehend no difficulty here to-day. The election is
off quietly. I do not think I will need any military assistan
carry out the law. ~hould there be an outbreak I shall certainly
upon you for assistance at the fort.
Very truly yours,
GREEN D. TODD.
By H. D. McMAcKIN,
Deputy Sheriff.
Captain STURGIS.

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE WEST,
Fort Leavenworth, October 5, 1856.
CoLONEL: Your letter, with its four enclosures, was received to
This is the first communication received from you since you
Lecompton, and the first official notification of Colonel Joh
position since he left Indianola. The latter fact has been a matter
surprise to the commanding general, as ·non-commissioned officers
other persons have been sent from his camp to this station.
It is very desirable that you should be frequently heard from,
therefore every opportunity should be taken advantage of by you
by parties detached from your command to communicate pro
the position of the camp, the number, strength and character
parties met with, &c., &c.
The General directs you not to trust to the appearance and pr
sions of parties claiming to be peacable bona fide emigrants, but,
the use of spies and other means which may be at your disposal,
procure all possible information of their character and intentions,
[No. 6.]
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a careful examination to insure yourself that they form no part of
. .·gayn':zcd armed bodies or of Lane's men. Should they enter the
-~rrrtory with cannon, or form any portion of Lane's command, you
not believe their professions, but take them prisoners and disarm

our command will probably be needed on the frontier for some time
so that the General directs that in sending to Lecompton any parof your command, y<!U will he guided only by the requisitions of •
governor, or by further orders. Supplies will be forwarded to you
w, and hereafter you are desired to give notice of your wants
time to be supplied at the proper period. Your quartermaster has
~,llt1'111flt.,·ons from the quartermaster here with regard to purchases,

., &c.
I enclose a copy of a communication to Lieutenant Colonel John' in case it has not reached him.
I am, Colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
F. J. PORTER,
.Assistant .AdJutant General.
Lieutenant Colonel P. ST. G. CooKE,
Commanding U. S. Troops, Kansas.

HEADQUARTERS, CAMP 1iEAR LECOl'lfPTON,

September 27, 1856-night.
The battalion of sixth infantry arrived on the 25th. That
I went to town, at the request of the governor, to consult on
bnsme,ss of the utmost importance.'' I found he had information,
he gave full credit, that a Mr. Redpath was approaching
from the north with 200 men, and it was considered advisable
Lieutenant. Colonel Johnston, with four companies of first cavcarry out special department orders No. 184. I was also reto send a company of infantry to J..Jawrence, with one objectprotect the returning inhabitants of Franklin.
Accordingly, Colonel Johnston marched yesterday morning, by way
Topeka; expressing some doubt and discontent as to his right or
of executing the special order, under the circumstances somechanged, I enclose a copy of my order. The governor had
that a force should for some time be stationed at Topeka.
also enclose a copy of my instructions to Brevet Major Woods,
infantry, who marched yesterday to Lawrence. After Colonel
n had gone a few minutes, a deputy marshal came with a
requisition of the governor, asking that 150 cavalry should be
to carry out the object, expressed somewhat differently, but persub~tantially the same as the special order. I sent it off to
Johnston with the marshal, who was to accompany him.
governor told me yesterday afternoon that the prospect of reorder was greatly brightening; all will depend upon the
keeping back the northern invasion. l have received this
a letter from the governor, communicating information,
MAJOR:

132

REPORT OF THE

which he considers important, of the approach of large num
1,000 men. I shall consult with him to-morrow, and propose
decided or stronger precautionary measures, if reports receive
firmation.
The first militia company is not yet reported entirely complete.
A sergeant's party returned last night from the north of the ri
with a deputy marshal, having made eight arrests.
• Captain Sacket arrived with his company this afternoon .
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
P. ST. GEORGE COOKE,
Lieutenant Colonel Second Dragoom.
Major F. J. PoRTER,
Assistant AdJutant General, Department qf the West,
Fort Leavenworth.

[ORDERS No. 11.]

RE.Al>QUARTERS, CAMP NEAR LECOMPTON'
September 26, 1856.
Lieutenant Colonel Johnston, 1st cavalry, will march
morning, at 8 o'clock, in command of four companies of his re
to carry out special orders No. 134, from headquarters departm
the west, dated September 22, 1856. He will take the route by
peka, where he will return and make report to these headq
.after the performance of the prescribed duties.
By order of Lieutenant Colonel Cooke:

Tn_"YYl,.,. ... ,.,.

T. J. WRIGHT,
Lieutenant Second Dragoons, and Adjutant.

HEADQUARTERS,
Camp near Lecompton, K. T., September 26, 1856.
Srn: The 6ommanding officer directs that you detail a company
be detached this morning, to march and take post in the vicinity
Lawrence. The officer in command will be instructed to select
camp ground with the double view of repressing the ingress or .
from Lawrence of armed bodies of men, and of affording
to the inhabitants about to return to the village of Frank iin ,a
three and a half miles below Lawrence. To accomplish this
object., he will, if he finds it absolutely necessary, station in Fr
a small detachment.
The commanding officer of the company will forward a field
for the 30th instant.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
T. J. WRIGHT,
Lieutenant 2d Dragoons, and .Adjutant.
Lieut. Col. GEORGE ANDREWS,
Commanding Battalion 6th Infantry.

SECRETARY OF WAR.

133

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE WEST,

Fort Leavenworth, October 8, 1856.
VV.LIV.L'~""'"': Your letter of the 7th instant was received this morning
presented to the commanding general. He directs me to say to
that the "fort" referred to should be destroyed, and that
parties engaged in fortifying themselves should be arrested. .All
s who are inclined to maintain the laws and organized governwill be protected by the laws and government they respect, and
no such accessories. Considering the fact that parties have
formed to resist the constituted authorities and laws of the
such acts as the erection of forts, &c., only furnish prima facie
of a league with that class, and come within the denunciation
President's proclamation, and are proper subjer.ts upon which to
the military force.
provisions and forage were forwarded to you on your requisition
the 3d instant, no supplies have been sent to Lecompton to fill
requisition this time. You will, however, find sufficient there
meet your wants till the return of the messenger, by whom be
to send your requisition.
I am, Colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
F. J. PORTER,
Assistant AdJutant General.
Lieut. Col. P. ST. G. CooKE,
Commanding United States Troops, Kansas.

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE WEST,

Fort Leavenworth, October 8, 1856.
CoLONEL: Your letter of the 7th instant was received this morning
presented to the commanding general. He directs me to say to
that the ''fort '' referred to should be destroyed, and that all
· engaged in fortifying themselves should be arrested. .All
who are inclined to maintain the laws and organized governwill be protected by the laws and government they respect, and
no such accessories. Considering the fact that parties have
formed to resist the constituted authorities and laws of the
such acts as the erection of fods, &c., only furnish pTima facie
of a league with that class, and come within the denunciation
President's proclamation, and are proper subjects upon which to
the military force.
provisions and forage were forwarded to you on your requisition
the 3d instant, no supplies have been sent to Lecompton to fill
requisition this time. You will, however, find sufficient there to
yoqr wants till the return of the messenger, by whom be pleased
your requisition.
am, Colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant.
IF. J. PORTER,
A.ssistant AdJutant General .
. Col. P. ST. G. CooKE,
Commanding United States Troops, Kansas.
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[No. 10.]

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF TIIE WEs'.f,
Fort Leavenworth) October 10, 1856.
CoLONEL: Your two communications of the 8th instant are
The commanding general instructs me to say you are at li
pursue your route to Lecompton; but he wishes the fort and i
fences destroyed, and those engaged in erecting them taken pri
On these points the views of the general are expressed in my
the 8th instant, and he wishes Colonel Johnston made aware of
I have nothing of importance to communicate. There are
at Lawrence of troubles at the south.
I am, Colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
F. J. PORTER, A. A. &
Lieutenant Colonel P. ST. G. CooKE,
Commanding Troops in the Field.

[No. 11.]

HEADQUARTERS) CAMP NEAR LECOMPTON'
Septembe1· 20, 1856-night.
MAJOR: Your despatches of the 18th and 19th instant are
At noon the 17th I received a requisition from the governor
"200" dragoons to accompany him and the United States marshal
make arrests in Topeka. I was quite unwell, and sent Lieu
Colonel Johnston with two squadrons-1st cavalry and one of the
dragoons-(one squadron 1st cavalry, under Major Sedgwick,
·
iust returned from Lawrence, leaving everything quiet.) This
mand encountered a very severe storm of rain and wind, and
Topeka the morning of the 17th, where I soon after joined it.
teen arrests of "captains" and others of the marauding party
robbed Osawkee and others were made, and some property reco
Colonel Johnston marched back, whilst I crossed the Kansas wi
company and made a rapid n~connoissance of the disturbed district
yond. I passed Indianola, Osawkee, and Hickory Point, wh
returned, 25 miles, to this camp this morning. I found that in
last week no marauding operations or large parties had passed in
part of it. Lane attacked the assembled neighbors of both 'Ylf1. 1~mp_~~...
assem,bled for protection at Hickory Point-on Saturday, a.ernarH1llli
their surrender on pain of no quarter being shown them.
ceedings were cowardly, and he sent to Lawrence for "~"~" 1'n+i'• 1""~"TnilntJ
and on Sunday, he probably being gone, one hundred and fifty
from Lawrence, with a four-pounder, fired on some fifty men and
women five hours. A dozen or more cannon balls struck the
log houses. They killed one man, and are all guilty of
About one hundred .of these men are still in my camp.
are being assembled, and court will be held on Monday.
At the moment of leaving camp, at sunrise the 18th, I sent a
pany of 1st cavalry to make a reconnaissance on the route
militia who retired from theW akarusa. The lieutenant comman
who returned this afternoon, reports that he had sent to you a
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as authorized and required if anything of importance was obat that distance; and, further, that no depredation or disorder
bserved going or returning, which is creditable in the militia.
governor informeJ me to-day that one company of militia was
and Major Sedgwick was sent to muster them into the service.
doubt if another company be offered.
Governor Geary reports to me that matters are improving, and that
had but one important application for redress-some sixteen bandits
· g robbed some Indian traders at the Sac and Fox agency, about
miles to the south) one of them as guide; and a deputy marshal
since called on me with writs. This man informed me that he
tracked them up, being assisted by indignantfree-soilers; and I
despatched a lieutenant's party to assist in their capture.
Seven of the prisoners escaped from guard last night, and I have
·
on the marshal taking charge of them to-morrow; and the
is making arrangements for a place of more safe keeping.
company of militia will guard them in the edge of the town. My
mp was moved to-day two miles for fresh grass.
On :Monday the governor has promised both parties, at several
, that the road should be opened for supplies to Leavenworth;
at his pa.rticular request, I have promised a cavalry company to
it out, and, as it were, to inaugurate this return to peaceful comintercourse, so essential to all the inhabitants.
September 21.-It is a common and probable report that Lane has
out of the Territory, and some of his men; whether to return
500 men, as some add, remains to be seen.
would inquire whether the company of militia are to be necessarily
my orders? I presume, of course, that they are to be rationed
my acting assistant commissary of subsistence.
Shall I, if asked by the governor, continue to issue rations to the
· prisoners ?
.

a;IIA'I'V•Prl

*

*

*

*

*

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
P. ST. GEO. COOKE,
Lieutenant Colonel 2d Dragoons, Commanding.
Major F. J. PoRTER,
Asst. AdJt. General, Dept. ofthe.. West, Fort Leavenworth.

HEADQUARTERS, CAMP NEAR LECOMPTON'

September 24, 1856-night.
Nothing of much importance has occurred since my report
21st.
t,...l~~~tt.J.,u

Sacket marched with his company, 1st cavalry, on the 22d
the road to Leavenworth, for which the governor made a
application.
our despatch of the 22d, with special department order No. 134,
were received at 11 p. m. the same date. Lieutenant Colonel
prepared for the march in the morning-yesterday-whilst
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I sent a note to Governor Geary informing him, and asking
information which I knew he was expecting. In reply, I received
communication enclosed, when I ordered Colonel Johnston to
his encampment.
I visited the governor this morning. His information r
indicated that) instead of arriving, there were parties retiring
the Territory by the north; and I understood him to desire
instead of the special order being carried out, future movements s
depend upon his future requisition, according to information and
cumstances.
The order appearing to have been issued at his request, and
having been a misunderstanding, as he states, I felt authorized
the new instructions to let it go unexecuted.
The effort to form a second company of foot militia at La
seems likely to fail.
.All the prisoners, including many new arrests, were delivered
the keeping of the marshal on the 22d instant. The militia
not yet complete, guard them in town.
The battalion, 6th infantry, has not yet arrived ; it encamped
miles beyond Lawrence last night. At the governor's request, I
establish their camp two miles from here, close to the town.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
P. ST. GEO. COOKE,
Lieutenant Colonel 2d Dragoons, Commanding.
Major F. J. PoRTER,
Asst. Adjt. General, Dept. of the West, Fort Leavenworth.

£lf\Tnl'"""

ExECUTIVE DEPARTMENT,
Lecompton, K. T., September 23, 1856.
SrR: I have received your communication of this morning;
one from General Smith-both relating to the movement of
Johnston, with four companies of cavalry, upon the northern fron
As this expedition is to be guided entirely by instructions to be
tained from me, I can now merely say, that I have several per
employed in that region of the 'rerritory to obtain and report to
any information concerning operations that might affect the peace
the government; and having as yet received no reports from them,
desire that the departure of Colonel Johnston be deferred until I
receive and communicate to you authentic accounts that will ·
the'movement of the troops.
Yours, truly,
JNO. W. GEARY,
Governor of Kansas Territory.
Colonel P. ST. GEORGE CooKE,
· Commanding United States Troops.
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HEADQUARTERS, CAMP NEAR LECOMPTON,
September 28, 185.6.
MAJOR: Your several communications of the 26th instant and this
are received.
I have a very good understanding with the governor) being disto second him to my utmost in his important and difficult un_........ r .... IL'

g,

I have received no report from Colonel Johnston, but the deputy
marshal has returned with Redpath, and reports that the large party
met near Topeka are real immigrants. No definite information has
been received of the approach of the large armed body, but the Colonel
will probably be instructed to remain near the northern boundary until
after the election on the 6th proximo.
Many men are reported to be leaving the Territory, and it is believed that the free-soil inhabitants will not vote at the election. I
encJ ose a field return for this week.
With much respect, your obedient servant,

P. ST. GEORGE COOKE,
Lieutenant Colonel 2d Dragoons.
Major F. J. PoRTER,
.Ass't .Ad;j't Gen'l, Department of the West,
Fort Leavenworth.

P. S.-In relation to your letter of the 19th, last paragraph, I
would desire that First Lieutenant John Buford, regimental quartermaster, who is acting commissary of subsistence at Fort Riley, should
be one of the inspectors, but apprehend that, unless notified by you,
or I receive notice with reference to his distance, he w.ould not appear
in convenient season.
Respectfully,
P. ST. GEORGE COOKE.

HEADQUARTERS, CAMP NEAR LECOMPTON,
September 28, 1855.
MAJOR: I march to-day for the northern boundary, with about 364
rank and :file-artillery, sabres, and muskets-taking one company of
infantry. I shall cross at Lecompton, to do which, after an issue of
provisions, will consume the day.
I have, in Lieutenant Colonel Andrews' camp, including sick,
about 202 men.
The governor's requisitions did not specify any amount of force, and
believing that I have a sufficient force here, includi11g militia-I judge
about 500 effective troops, Colonel Johnston's squadrons included.-
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none too large a force to meet "six or seven hundred" invade
with a battery, particularly as my object is not-bloodshed.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
P. ST. GEORGE COOKE,
Lieutenant Colonel 2d Dragoons.
Major F. J. PoRTER,
Ass't Ad:ft Gen'l, Department qfthe West,
Fort Leavenworth.

[No. 15.]
HEADQUARTERS,
Camp on northern road, three miles north of the Kearny road,
October 3, 1856-night.
MAJOR: I arrived here this afternoon, joining Colonel Johnston.
sent Lieutenant Armstrong with a select party to make reconnoissan
to the west of the Soldier creek; he rejoined me to-day, and repo
none arriving by that section.
I enclose a copy of the governor's a requisition," which may b
found rather sweeping ; and also of a letter handed me yesterday b
two men passing northward, whom I had stopped. It may be though
not to be inconsistent with the first, but gave passport to the beare
of information of my force and motions, which may enable almo
any party by management, division, concealment, &c., to pass m
ordeal. I hear of a piece of cannon left and concealed a little nort
of this by Redpath's party, which was allowed passage by Colone
Johnston and deputy marshal. I send a spy forward to-morrow.
l tb.ougb.t ot senC\.ing Colonel J obnston back from bere, with h'
tbree smaller companies; the governor wants some cavalry as soon
it can be spared; but have ordered Captain De Saussure's compan
back to-morrow morning; only sixteen men, and six left sick at L
compton, who may be recovered by the tiJ?e he returns,. I write
Goverp.or Geary by Captain D. "I have sa1d I have supphes for abou
ten days; and can foresee nothing to prevent me from being back
L. in that time.
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
I may very probably find it advisable to leave Colone
J ahnston with five cr six companies, and probably the artillery, with
out hearing from you.''
Lane passed here about twelve days ago, and said that he had give
the business up.

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

With great respect, your obedient servant,
P. ST. GEO. COOKE,
Lt. Colonel 2d DragoortJ.
Major F. J. PoRTER,
Ass't .Adj. Gen., Department of the West, Fort Leavenwortlt.
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ExECUTIVE DEPARTMENT,

Lecompton, Kansas Territory, September 30, 185.6.
To all whom it may concern :
'
The bearer of this note, Robert Morrow, represents himself as the
t of certain peaceable bona fide immigrants about entering the Tern tory, through Nebraska, under the escort of Colonel Eldridge, assisted by General Pomroy and Colonel Perry.
I welcome all such accessions to the population of this Territory,
come from whatever quarter; and I request all good citizens to afford
.shelter and protection to every person entering the Territory for
peaceable and lawful purposes.
If the party under Colonel Eldridge come in this way without
threats, or in a hostile attitude, I hereby request all military officers
in the Territory to give them a safe conduct, and to permit them to
pass without interruption.
JOHN W. GEARY,
Governor of Kansas Territgry.

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT,

Lecompton, Kan8as Territory, September 28, 1856.
SIR: Having received reliable information that James H. Lane,
with a large armed force, with three pieces of cannon, is now about
to invade this Territory, he having contracted with the ferryman at
Nebraska City for the transit of six or seven hundred men across the
Missouri river, commencing on the 26th instant: This is to authorize
.and request you, with such force as you may deem necessary, to cause
the said James H. Lane to be arrested, if he be found within the
limits of this Territory, and to capture his cannon and any other munitions of war, together with any armed body of men entering this
Territory, jn violation of my proclamation of the 11th of September
inst., and to bring the said James H. Lane, with his cannon and munitions of war, together with any other prisoners, before me at this
phce, to be dealt with according to law.
Your obedient servant,
JOHN W. GEARY,
Governor of KansaB.
P. ST. GEoRGE CooKE,
Commanding U. S. Forces near Lecompton.

HEADQUARTERs, CAMP NEAR NEBRASKA BoUNDARY,

October 1, 1856.
I arrived here yesterday, at noon. I just missed the arrest
the notorious Ossawatomie outlaw, Brown. The night before,
ving ascertained that after dark he had stopped fo.r the night at

MAJOR:
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a house six miles from the camp, I sent a party who found
o' clock that he had gone.
From apparently reliable information and appearances, the
ing are the state of affairs on this frontier: When Lane went out
two weeks ago, he met, and his news stopped, the entrance of
parties coming to reinforce him, and they have gathered at T
Iowa, about twenty-five miles beyond Nebraska City, and eigh
from here. This is Eldridge's party. There were, at most,
five hundred; about one hundred have passed, in or are expected
pass in-in small parties-even by twos and threes, and we have met
number.
The rest, so says an express man (and they frequently _pass up
down from Lawrence and Topeka) met by a spy, are prepared to,
say they will, winter there. ·Redpath, whom I left in Lecompton,
was present going out, said he did not believe it; but they would
come in as long as there were troops up here. Those that come in
they will build, and pass the winter at different places, from _._._._ ....
tan down. The whole movement, being of " Lane men" mercen
with the primary obiect now of being at hand to prevent by
the hanging of the prisoners at Lecompton, taken near Hickory
Lane himself, they say, is at "Plymouth Head," Iowa, six or
miles beyond Nebraska City, and doubtful when, if ever, he can safely
enter the Territory. It is said that a piece of cannon was taken
through, or by Colonel Jvhnston's camp, in a wagon the day before
I joined him; Redpath said there were four small pieces at Tabor.
So much for their own confessions, as reported by a spy.
Two men afoot that I met just here, said that they left Tabor last
Thursday; that there were about one hundred and fifty there, and saw
one piece of artillery.
There are seventeen of these men at a house on the road, about tW1>
miles back, but without Sharpe's rifles or regular armament; they say
they are settlers, and are going to build a town here called " Plymouth." They have no families, present at least; and near by there
is a small mud redoubt, built, perhaps, some time; but very receni
work has been done towards erecting a block-house at it of very stout
hewn logs, and they say they are to be built every fifteen miles down
to the Kansas.
I shall put the company of infantry and the dismounted dragoons
en 'route to-day for Lecompton, and shall march to-morrow with the
second dragoons, leaving Lieutenant Colonel Johnston with three
squadrons first cavalry and the company of light artillery. They will
0
remain until further orders.
*
*
*
*
*
Colonel Johnston can execute such orders as may be thought proper
to send him with regard to this fort.
A party sent eight miles to the west yesterday report no other roads
or trails leading to the south.
With much respect, your obedient servant,
P. ST. GEORGE COOKE,
Lieutenant Colonel Second Dragoons, Commanding.
Major F. J. PoRTER,
.Assistant .Adjutant General, Department ofthe West,
Fort Leavenwo'rth, Kansas Territory.
llJ..L-
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HEADQUARTERS, CAMP NEAR NEBRASKA FRONTIER, K. T.,
October 8, 1856.
MAJOR: As indicated in my last despatch, company K, 6th infantry,
the dismounted dragoons, marched yesterday morning; the latter
ave been directed to proceed to Topeka, and remain until further
Ca-ders.
No parties coming in were within ten miles of my camp yesterday.
From observation and information, I consider Lieutenant Colonel
Johnston's command, of his six largest companies 1st cavalry ar.td the
battery, quite equal to the duties required for that station, and in this
the lieutenant colonel agreed with me.
In my most recent interview with the governor, I understood him
as needing what troops could be spared from the north; he wished
eome stationed at Topeka; he was anxious for the Ossawatomie dist.rict; and thence to Council Grove, where recent outrages and robberies had been committed ; and he habitually expressed apprehenaion of an attempted rescue at Lecompton ; my last letter indicated
10me confirmation of this. Under these circumstances, I left Colonel
Johnston with his command, this morning, (a copy of his instructions
enclosed,) and marched with the squadron of 2d dragoons. At the
house mentioned in my last, near the fort, and which I found itself
fortified and flanked by rifle-pits, I stopped to assist a deputy marshal
to make search for cannon, arms, &c. I found and brcught away
thirteen muskets, with bayonets, four kegs of powder, and a box of
lead; the men were working on the block-house in the redoubt.
I then met, on my march, a sergeant-major with your communica'ons of the 5th instant and several orders. At the first suitable spot
I have encamped for the day.
An opportunity occurring at the moment, I wrote to Governor
ary informing him that I should probably not return until further
orders, or requisition, for I hesitated, but have concluded that your
oommunication is imperative to remain.
LieutenP..nt Colonel .Johnston, to whom I showed my letter of the
7th, misunderstood, as implying censure, my report of information,
oommunicated by a spy, as to a piece of cannon passing his camp conooaled; it served to illustrate my apprehension, expressed on the 3d,
that almost any party, by management, division, and concealment,
"would be able to pass my ordeal," as hitherto my instructions have
related to armed ''bodies of men," "combined," &c., (in the governor's proclamation, and his requisition of the 28th September.)
Fifteen men passed my camp to the north this morning.
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
P. ST. G. COOKE,
Lt. Col. 2d Dragoons, Commanding Forces.
Major F. J. PoRTER,
A. A. Gen., Dept. of the West, Fort Leavenworth, K. T.
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HEADQUARTERS, CAMP NEAR NEBRASKA FRONTIER, K. T.
October 7, 1856.
SIR: You will remain in this vicinity until further orders, in
mand of the three squadrons of 1st cavalry present, and light
pany "G," 4th artillery.
It will be your duty to repel invasion of the Territory here, or
where, by the north, within your reach-carrying out the orders
instructions received, copies of which are herewith furnished, to
1st. Proclamation of the governor of the Territory of Septem
11, 1856.
2d. Department special order, No. 134, f f September 22, 1856.
3d. The requisition of the governor of the Territory for my
to this point, dated September 28, 1856.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
P. ST. G. COOKE,
Lieut. Col. 2d Dragoons.
Lieut. Col. J. E. JorrNSTON,
1st Cavalry-Present.

A true copy:

P. ST. G. COOKE,
Lieut. Col. 2d Dragoons.

HEADQUARTERS, CAMP NEAR NEMAHA RIVER) K. T.,
October 10, 185'6.
:MAJOR: I recei~ed last night your letter of the 8th instant, &c.
I ascertained yesterday that a large party were at Archer, a town
twelve miles north. My camp was very near the '' fort'' and fortified
house. I brought Lieut. Colonel Johnston early this morning with
his command, which was three miles north, and the camp of my combined force covered the road. Between 9 and 10 o'clock, the party,
with twenty wagons, approached, and were halted by the guard ; the
troops were all disposed ready for service, 1st cavalry near the road,
dismounted. I rode to meet the mounted bodies of the party, Colonel
Eldridge, General Pomroy, and several others. Whilst I was questioning them, Colonel Preston, United States deputy marshal, who
had come up, produced the governor's proclamation, (of September 10,)
and told them it was hili! duty to search the wagons for arms and munitions of war. There were about five women of marriageable age;
and the men in wagons and walking, 240 in number, as reported to
me by Colonel Eldridge, a few of them only with arms in their hands.
There was at first much temper shown at the search, and some show
of a disposition to resist. I for bade trunks or any ordinary packages
to be opened. There was none of the ordinary baggage of emigrants ;
not a chair or other furniture; but one tool chest; no agricultural implements. There were, however, boxed, many new saddles, and about
~£\:~ "\)~!C\l~~i()n. IDU.I:jKljts, 1la\\' s musK.ets, anu Sharpe's carbines; 2 offi-

[No. 18.]
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cers' and 61 common sabres; about 50 Colt's revolvers, boxed; 4 boxes
ball cartridges, &c., &c.
The deputy marshal said he recognized a number of former Lane's
en and leaders.
At the request of the deputy marshal for my opinion, I gave him
e enclosed, that they were a combined body, furnished completely
'th ar:mtJ and munitions of war. I requested a catagorical answer
om Lieut. Colonel Johnston, Major Sedgwick, and Brevet Major
ibley-their opinions if they were "a combined armed party?" ThB
wo latter answered yes; and Colonel J., "armed, don't know if comined."
Colonel Preston, deputy marshal, wished to give the party escort
wards their destination, they gojng voluntarily to meet the govnor, expecting to get the assent and promise of their leaders to conorm. I assented ; Colonel Eldridge wished it, but, consulting with
's people, could or would give no definite answer; when the deputy
arshal arrested them all.
It was late, and had been raining for two hours ; so near 2 o'clock I
nt them with a guard into camp, near mine.
I shall send Brevet Major Sibley, 2d dragoons, with his squadron,
conduct them to the governor, at Lecompton, taking along their
ms, agreeably to the requisition on me of September 28.
Before he arrested them, the deputy marsht:tl gave me the enclosed
uisition for assistance. '
,
I found the deputy marshal and some others very much staggered
ythe governor's letter as to Eldridge's party, of September 30, which
as produced. I considered it, as I have reported, as not bearing on
e merits of the question.
The leaders of this party reported to me that from 60 to 75 others
ere coming several days behind with ox teams.
The officer of the day reports the number of the party 223 .

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

With great respect, your obedient servant,
P. ST. G. COOKE,
Lieut. Colonel 2d Dragoons.
Major F. J. PoRTER,
Assistant AdJutant General) Department of the West,
Fort Leavenworth.

PLYMOUTH, KANSAS TERRITOEY'

October 10, 1856.

Sm: I wish your assistance, as the officer in command of the United
tes troops stationed on the nbrthern frontier of the Territory, to
ist in taking the arms from a large body of men entering the Terry under the command of Colonel Eldridge and others ; and furrmore, to see that in conducting said pjt.rty before Governor Geary,
t I am unmolested, and that they are safely conducted before him.
Your obedient servant,
WM. J. PRESTON,
Deputy U. 8. Marshal.
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HEADQUARTERs, CAMP

PoNY cREEK, K. T.,
October 10, 1856,
SrR : I give you my opinion that this party of two hundred a
forty men, more or less, under Colonel Eldridge, " General Pomroy,
&c., is a combined party or body, furnished completely with arms a
munitions of war.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
P. ST. G. COOKE,
Lieut. Colonel 2d Dragoom.
Col. W. J. PRESTON,
Deputy Marshal-Present.
oN

HEADQUARTERs, DEPARTMENT oF THE WEsT,
Fort Leavenworth, November 11, 1856.
OoLONEL: Since my last communication nothing of importance
happened in the department. After the success of the measures tak
some weeks since to prevent the gross outrages on the law then threa
ened, and to suppress the disorders then existing in this Territor~
order and tranquillity have gradually resumed their legitimate sway
the laws have again been put in operation, and the administration
justice revived. Deserted farms are again occupied, fences rebuil
fields put under cultivation, and the ruins of houses destroyed by fi
replaced by more durable habitations; the roads are covered wi
travellers unarmed and secure, and the towns thronged with perso
selling their produce and purchasing from the stores. All these e
dences of restored order have enabled me, with the concurrence ofth
governor of the Territory, to recall the troops from the active duty o
which they have been employed, and to establish them again at the'
proper posts where they are to pass the winter. As there are nos
cure prisons yet built for the territorial authorities to use in the ad·
ministration of justice; at his request there will remain at the disposition of the governor a few men to guard prisoners in the custody o
the law) and for other such contingencies.
I am happy, then, to be enabled to announce to the War Department
and through it to the President, the entire success of the measures
they directed to be taken for the suppression of insurrection andremoval of obstruction to the regular administration of justice, and
that this end has been attained without the shedding of blood or the
exertion of any force beyond the ordinary arrest of persons accused o
CTimes. The troops in the field have been under the immediate com·
mand of Lieutenant Colonel Philip St. G. Cooke, second dragoons
the sound judgment he has displayed, and his promptness, energy
and good management have had a large share in producing the happ
state of affairs at present existing, for there were moments when th
want of either of these qualities might have led to the most fatal an
extended disasters. And the officers and men of the second dragoons
under Brevet Major H. H. Sibly ; first cavalry, under Lieutenan
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one] Joseph E. Johnston and Major John Sedgwick; and of the
ion of the sixth infantry, under Lieutenant Colonel George Ancommanding that regiment; all partake of the credit attached
their good conduct and labors in the duty just concluded.
The winter has commenced with severity, much earlier than usual,
it is now too late to send the companies of the sixth infantry to
posts further west, their original destination; from necessity they
be crowded into the quarters at Fort Leavenworth, the great rein the number of men in the first cavalry will render this
sible now, which it would not be if the latter regiment were full.
Being no longer occupied with the affairs in this Territory which
ve caused so much uneasiness, undivided attention can be paid to
tions for punishing the Cheyenne Indians. In pursuing them
spring, the great want will be forage and transportation for
es; pasturing animals in rapid movements is impossible, nor
orses perform a regular day's work on grass ; in short daily jourgrass is sufficient, for there is time to pasture and very little
r to undergo; additional appropriations will therefore be necesto provide for the expedition, which must be chiefly of mounted
, and ought to be ready by the middle of April. The details of
force and the direction of the operations cannot now be determined,
a general appropriation of an additional sum, much less, however,
that given to the Sioux expedition, will be advisable.
will again repeat, that I consider tranquillity and order entirely
in Kansas, I foresee nothing in the shape of disorder that
ordinary means in the hands of the civil authority, directed by as
and energetic hands as those of the present governor, are nDt
y sufficient to control; and the whole time and efforts of the
here can henceforward be devoted to the protection of the
With the highest respect, your obedient serYant.
PERSIFOR F. SMITH,
Bvt. MaJ. Gen'l., Commanding Department.
l. SAMUEL CooPER,
AdJutant General of the army.

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT'

Lecompton, Kansas Territory, November 11) 1856.
: Peace prevails throughout the Territory at this time ; an<l, as
season of the year is now so far advanced into autumn as to make
emely uncomfortable for the encampment of troops and the
ng of horses, I have the honor to inform you that I can, at
dispense with all the troops which you have been pleased to
at my disposal for maintaining the peace of the Territory, with
tion of a squadron of dragoons and one company of United
infantry, to be left at Lecompton subject to my orders.
cannot forbear, on this occasion, to thank you most cordially for
very efficient aid you have rendered me during the late disturbVol. ii--10
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ances, and for the truly magnanimous conduct of all the officers
soldiers placed by you at my disposal, the services of whom, I
will never again be required under similar circumstances.
With high respect, your friend and obedient servant,
JNO. W. GEARY,
Governor of Kwnsas Terri
Major General P. F. SMITH,
Commanding Department of the West.
True copy.

ORDERS,

GEO. DEAS,
.Assistant .AdJutant General, Department of the

m

No. 14.]
HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE WEST,

Fort Leavenworth, K. T., November 12, 18
The governor of Kansas has announced to the general com.m
the department that peace prevails throughout the Territory at
present time, and that the services of the troops for the main
of order can, in a measure, be dispensed with. In consider
therefore, of this announcement, and in view, also, of the ap
winter, the several commands now in the field will return to
respective permanent stations at once, but by easy marches, with
exception of two companies of the 1st regiment of cavalry and
company of the 6th regiment of infantry, to be designated by
senior field officer of each corps, under instructions of Lieu
Colonel P. St. Georye Cooke, 2d dragoons, commanding the troops
the field, and to be by him reported to Governor Geary. Each
pany will constitute a distinct and separate command, to be
subject to such orders or requisitions as they may, from time to
receive from the executive of the Territory.
By order of Brevet :Major General Smith.
GEO. DEAS,
.Assistant .Ac{jutant General.
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No.4.
REPORT3 FROM THE DEPARTMENT OF THg PACIFIC.

une 17, 1856.-From General John E. Wool; enclosingLetter from Captain D. R. Jones to Lieutenant Colonel R. C.
Buchn.nan, June 16, 1856.
Letter from Lieutenant C. H. Rundell to Lieutenant F. H.
Bates.
Letter from Colonel G. Wright to Captain D. R. Jones, ~fay
30, 1856.
uly 1, 1856.-From General John E. Wool; enclosingA. Letter from Lieutenant Colonel R. C. Buchanan to Captain
D. R. Jones, June 24:, 1856.
B. Letter from Colonel Silas Casey to General J. E. Wool,
Juno 2, 1856.
C. Letter from Cclonel Silas Casey to Captain D. R. Jones,
June o, 1856.
D. Letter from Colonel Silas C~:tsey to Captain D. R. Jones,
June 20, 1856.
E. Letter from Colonel G. vYright to Captain D. R. Jones,
June 11, 1856.
F. Letter from Colonel G. Wright to Captain D.. R. Jones,
June 20, 1856.
G. Letter from Captain E. D. Townsend to Colonel G. Wright,
January 19, 1856.
Special orders No. 6, January 19, 1856.
uly 4, 1856.-From General John E. Wool; enclosingLetter from 1\fajor W. W. Mackall to Colonel G. \Vright, July 3,
1856.
uly 19, 1856.-From 1\Iajor vV. W. 1\'fackall.
ugust 14, 1856.-From General J. E. Wool; enclosingNo. 1. Letter from lY1ajor \V. vV. 1\fackall to Colonel G.
vVright, August 2) 1856.
No. 2. Letter from Major W. W. M:ackall to ColonelS. Casey,
August 2, 1856.
Letter from ColonelS. Casey to Major vV. W. Mackall,
July 21, 1856.
Letter from Governor I. I. Stevens to Colonel S. Casey.
Letter from ColonelS. Casey to Governor I. I. Stevens,
July 18, 18fl6.
No. 3. Letter from Tancller & Co. to General J. E. Wool,
July 29, 1856.
Letter from Major 0. Cross to Tandler & Co., July
30, 1856.
No. 4. Letter from ColonelS. Casey to :Major W. W. Mackall,
July 11, 1856.
No. 16. Letter from Colonel G. Wright to Captain D. R. Jones,
July 7, 1856.
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No. 17. Letter from Colonel G. Wright to Captain D. R. J
July 9, 1856.
No. 18. Letter from Colonel G. Wright to Major W. W.
all, July 18, 1856.
No. 19. Letter from Colonel G. Wright to Major vV. W. M
all, July 18, 1856.
August 19, 1856.-From General J. E. Wool; enclosingReport from Captain H. M. Judah of an engagement
Medoc and Des Chutes Indians, August 7, 1856.
September 19, 1856.-From General J. E. Wool; enclosingLetter from Colonel G. Wright to Major W. W. Mackall,
tember 8, 1856.
September 3, 1856.-From General J. E. Wool; enclosingNo. 20. Letter from Colonel G. Wright to Major W. W.
all, July 25, 1856.
No. 21. Letter from Colonel G. Wright to Major W. W.
all, July 27, 1856.
No. 22. Letter from Colonel G. Wright to Major W. W.
all, August 3, 1856.
Letter from Colonel G. Wright to Major W. W. Ma
all, August 17, 1856.
Letter from Colonel G. Wright to Major W. W. Mack·
all, August 24, 1856.
Letter from Colonel G. \Vright to Major W. W.
all, August 24, 1856.
Letter from Major vV. W. Mackall to Colonel
Wright, September 1, 1856.
October 4, 1856.-From General J. E. \iV ool; enclosingLetter from Colonel G. Wright to Major W. W. Mackall,
tember 20, 1856.
October 19, 1856.-From General J. E. Wool; enclosingLetter from Colonel G. Wright to 1\1ajor W. W. :Mackall, Oc·
tober 2, 1856.
Letter from Colonel E. J. Steptoe to Colonel G. Wright, Sep·
tember 18, 1856.
Letter from Colonel E. J. Steptoe to Colonel G. Wright, Sep·
tember 20, 1856.
Letter from Colonel E. J. Steptoe to Colonel G. Wright, September 26, 1856.
Letter from Governor I. I. Stevens to Colonel E. J. Steptoe.
Letter from Governor I. I. Stevens to Colonel E. J. Steptoe.
Letter from Major W. W. 1\1ackall to Colonel G. Wright, October 19, 1856.
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HEADQUARTERS, DEPARTMENT OF THE PACIFIC,

Benicia, June 17, 1856.
CoLONEL: For the information of the Lieutenant General of the
and t4e \.V ar Department, I have received a report in detail,
the 22d May, from Lieutenant Colonel R. C. Buchanan, in
mmand of the troops in southern Oregon, of his operations against
Indians in Rogue River valley. It would appear from the conIIeJt·ences which he had with the several tribes in Rogue River valley,
he became impressed with the belief that all would surrender at
tdtscn::Jtl·cm, excepting the band of the chief Old John, including the
maths, numbering 26 or 29 wartiors.
The chief, Old John) is very hostile and appears determined to hold
t to the last. He says the whites are determined to kill him and
his band, and he may as well die fighting as in any other way.
Captain Smith with his company of dragoons, 90 strong, under
the impression that several of the tribes were prepared to surrender,
ordered by Colonel Buchanan to the Big Bend on Rogue river to
•"""''n·ra and escort them to Fort Lane. Soon after his arrival he was
nt;ta<!Kcd by a considerable force of Indians, which was continued from
morning of the 27th to the afternoon of the 28th, when he was
-c·•,a•rrar• by the timely arrival of Captain Augur, 4th infantry, with
company, and the Indians were repulsed. Captain Smith lost
1 killed and 18 wounded. The number of Indians killed was not
rtained. On the 4th and 5th of June Brevet JYfajor Reynolds and
tain Augur had two skirmishes with the Indians, when twenty
latter were killed and several taken prisoners, with four canoes,
es and ammunition. These facts, however, have not been commuted officially, but from private letters from officers.
On the 29th May, Captain Ord with his company had a brush with
he Indians, when five warriors were killed on Pistol river, near
tioe, some provisions taken, with four horses, a quantity of fish,
toes, and other food, besides some ammunition.
On the 5th June Lieutenant Colonel Buchanan wrote to Lieutenant
lonel Coffee, paymaster, that "he had with him more than two
ndred Indians, more than sixty-five capable of bearing arms, and
expected to treble that number from below." He further remarked
that" he expected 28 men, and a proportionate number of women,
the next day, which. would include the whole of the upper Indians,
excepting the band of Old John and the Klamaths, numbering 26
warriors.'' (See letter addressed herewith to the colonel, relating to
hanging of an Indian, markod No. 1.)
Colonel Wright was on the 30th l\fay still on the right bank of
hchess river, not being ableto cross on account of high water.his letter, No. 2, herewith forwarded.)
Lieutenant Colonel Cctsey considers the war in Puget Sound nearly
Major Garnett, with two companies of the 9th infantry, has
ed Colonel Wright. I trust by the next steamer, the 5th July,
able to report the war nearly or quite at an end in Oregon ancl
ashington Territories.
I herewith forward a letter relating to the condition of the IndianR
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on Klamath river from Second Lieutenant C. H. Rundell, 4th ·
try, dated June, 1856. This communication, No. 3, like many o
transmitted, shows how little attention is paid by Indian agents
the condition and wants of the Indians in northern California.
one-half of the money appropriated for tl1e Indians in California
properly and judiciously expended, it appears to me we ·should
no trouble with them.
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JOHN E. WOOL,
Mc!J'or General,
Lieutenant Colonel L. THOMAS,
Assistant AdJutant Gene1·al,
Headqua·rters of tlw Army, New York City.

HEADQUARTERS, DEPARTMENT OF THE PACIFIC,
Benicia, June 16, 1856.
CoLONEL: I have the honor to acknowl~dge the receipt of your
of the 17th ultimo, with enclosures, in regard to the hanging
Indian at Fort Orford, &c., and the following is the general's emwrs:e-·
mant thereon: ''The proceedings in the case referred to in trying
hanging an Indian by citizens in a summary manner, sanction .
the sub-Indian Agent Olney, is disapproved; and hereafter no
commanding a post, or otherwise, will permit either the sub-Indian
agent or citizens in so gross a manner to yiolate law. Each and all
ought to be punished. The sub-Indian agent ought to have been
arrested and confined for permitting or sanctioning so great an out~
rage.''
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
D. R. JONES,
Assistant Adjutant General.
Lieutenant Colonel R. C. BucHANAN, 4th Infantry,
Commanding District Southern 01·egon and Northern California.
[Copy sent to the commanding officer, Fort Orford.]

CAMP AT CAP-ELL,
Klamath, California) June, 1856.
SrR: I have the honor to report everything quiet as yet in this section of the country. Since J have been here, I have been under the
necessity of employing an interpreter to enable me to converse "\Yith
and make myself understood by the numerous Indians who are continually visiting the camp. Through him, and by other means, I have
endeavored to ascertain their wishes and feelings. This "point," at
the beau of wbat is called tbe "reservation," is about thirty-five miles
from the mouth of the river. There are between here and the mouth
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bout two thousand Indians, men, women, and children. They can
aise about six hundred good fighting men, armed with bows and
rows; as far as can be learned, there are not more than three or four
ns among them. From here to the mouth of Salmon river, about
rty miles, (including Hoopa valley, eight miles from the mouth of
rinity river, which is ten miles from here,) there are about fifteen
untlred Indians in all. They can turn out full five hundred fighting
en, with about one hundred guns in fighting order. The Indians in
oopa valley nearly all have guns, and they know well how to use
hem. Since this has been called a reserve, there has not been, to my
ertain knJwledge, a solitary Indian moved on to it from the country
hove here. A party of nearly one hundred from the mouth of the
almon river came as far as Weitch-peck (ten miles above here) about
year ago, but finding no provisions, houses, or any preparations
ade to receive them, returned discontented to their homes. The
ndians on this river are dissatisfied; they say that lies have been told
hem; that they have been told that this "reserve" had been chosen
or them to live on; Jhat if they came here they would be protected
from the whites ; that they would be given fisheries on the river to fish
in, helped to build new houses, and that they would be fed until they
could get well settled ; but that no such thing had been done, that no
preparations have been made, and that they (those who live above)
will not leave their fisheries and ranches to come down here to freeze
and starve; that they own no land on this portion of the river, and
hat if they fish at the fisheries of other Indians they will be killed.
All the cultivation that has been done on the "reservation," that I
am aware of, is a small piece of land at Wak-ell, near the mouth of
he river, and the produce of which might support ahout twenty per8ons. The mule trail to the Klamath and Salmon mines crosses the
river about six miles above here and follows the river up. The Indians
h-e on or near it, and are continually exposed to the brutal assault of
drunken and lawless white men; their squaws are forced, and, if resented, the Indians are heated and often shot. So great is their dread,
that upon the approach of whites the young squaws immediately run
to the mountains to hide, and remain until the whites have left. A
great many cases of ill-treatment might be mentioned, and they are
so common here as scarcely to excite comment. I arn satisfied that
nothing but a want of combination among Indians above here prevents
an outbreak; and that the death of a white man by an Indian, which
would be immediately followed by the killing of some Indians, would
create a war from which it would be almost impossible to prevent the
Indians on the "reservation" from joining, which would result in a
large loss of life and property, and cost a large amount of money to
quell. The country about here is of the most mountainous character,
.and to pursue and fight Indians in it would be a task of no ordinary
difficulty; whilst the Indians, by their superior knowledge of the
country and quickness of movement, would waylay every trail, and
materially injure, if not totally destroy, the business of a large section
of northern California. The only course which I see to prevent such
a result, is to make the necessary preparations and move the Indians
on th·e reservation, which could have been done easily last summer,
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and may yet be done without great trouble, unless from the
Hoopa valley.
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
C. H. RUNDELL,
2d Lieutenant 4th Infantry, Commanding ue1:acJ'~mem,
Lieutenant F. H. BATES, 4th Infantry,
Commanding Fort Humboldt, California.

HEADQUARTERs, NoRTHERN DisTRicT,

Department

of the Pacific, Camp on the Na-chess river,

Washington Territory, May 30, 185
SIR: Since my last communication, which I addressed to you on
18th instant, nothing has occurred to change the position I then
pied in Telation to the Indians. The river is now, and has been at
times, impassable. The Indian~ cross over by swimming their
mals, and by this means I collect what news I can as to their
ments and designs.
'l'he salmon have not commenced running in any numbers,
hence the Indians are compelled to go to the mountains to seek
sistence. It is reported that Kamiakin has gone over to see s
the Nez Perces chiefs who were engaged with him in getting
war, and is expected back in three days from this time. I
that most of these chiefs desire peace, but some of them hold b
fear of the demands that may be made upon them for their mu
and thefts.
They seem to think, and say, that they had strong ancl good
sons for the murders they have committed, both of the miners
Indian agent; the outrages of the former and the injudicjous and
temperate threats of the latter, if true, as they say, I doubt not,
dened the Indians to murder them.
Colonel Steptoe joined me yesterday with four companies; his p
tram returns immediately to Fort Dalles to bring up supplies, es
by Captain Patterson of the ninth infantry, with his company.
Exclusive of detachments with pack-trains, I have about five h
dred men with me, and as soon as I can cross the river I shall adv
to the We-nass and the fisheries; and if I do not bring tho Ind'
terms, either by a battle or a desire for peace on their part, I s
endeavor to harass them so much that they will find it impossible
live in the country.
I am now throwing up a field-work of earth and gabions of eli
sions sufficient to contain a company or two and all our stores.
depot will enable me to move unencumbered with a large pack
Very respectfully, your most obedient servant,
G. WRIGHT,
Colonel Ninth Infantry, Commanding.
Captain D. R. JONES, Assistant Adfuto.nt General,
Headqu.arters, Depa'rtment of the Pacific, Benicia, CalifoTnia.

Official.

"D. R. JONES,
Assistant Adjutant General.
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HEADQUARTERS, DEPARTMENT OF THE PACIFIC,

Benicia, July 1, 1856.
For the information of ihe Lieutenant General commandthe Army, and the War Department, I would report that the
er Columbia is in from Oregon, which brought me the pleasing
~.a•u.o;;u•>:.vnce that the Indian war in Oregon and Puget Sound ''is
"
Lieutenant Colonel R. C. Buchanan, of the 4th infantry, commanding in southern Oregon, where the war existed, and nowl1ere else in
Oregon, informed me on the 24th instant, that all the Indians, excepting a very few who would come in as soon as the volunteers had
Jeft in Rogue River valley, had surrendered and were, or would be,
their way to the coast reservation, where they would be protected
_.,.;+.,",..,.. the whites. There are but three passes leading from the intethrough the mountains to this reservation; these will be guarded
by regular troops, commanded by intelligent, experienced, and hu·
'Dlane o:fficers.-(See Lieutenant Colonel Buchanan's)etter, herewith
transmitted, marked A, dated 24th June.)
The colonel sent me a verbal report by Captain Clary, that Governor Curry's troops left their mark near Fort Orford before their departure, by alarming very much the citizens and destroying several
honses by fire.
Lieutenant Colonel Silas Casey, 9th infantry, commanding in Puget
Sound, reports that the war in that district is " certainly finished."
He, however, says that it may be renewed by reinforcements from the
Yakima country, which I do not the least apprehend, and by "the
outrages committed" by citizens and Governor Stevens' troops "on
the person of friendly Indians) from revenge or mere wantonness."
''There is no necessity," he says, "for the independent (territorial)
military organization in this district.'' Such a necessity has never
existed either in Puget Sound or in any other part of Oregon and
Washington Territories. And if there had been the same desire to do
justice to tl1e Indians and to maintain peace by the two governors,
as well as other persons holding prominent s'tations under the United
States, as there was to make war and plunder the Indians of their
lands, horses, and cattle, we should have been relieved of all trouble,
and the United States of a very large expenditure of money.-(See
Lieutenant Colonel Casey's letters, marked B, dated the 2cl June; C,
dated the 6th; and D, dated the 20th, herewith forwarded.)
Colonel George Wright) of the 9th infantry) with eleven companies)
well appointed and well prepared, is in the Yakima country. He
says, in a communication of the 8th of June, "I have a force sufficient to crush these Indians at once, if I can only bring them to battle.
I shall pursue them, and they must fight or leave the country." In
bsequent communications, dated the 11th and 20th June herewith
nsmitted, marked E and F, he reports that he has had ~everal inviews with a number of the chiefs, who appear to be anxious for
. Tn his letter of the 20th he remarks that, "I believe the Ins desire peace, and I must find out what outside influence is operato keep them from coming in." · It is reported to me that Governor
CoLOXEL:
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Stevens had ordered two hundred volunteers to the Yakima country
and that they arrived in the vicinity of Colonel Wright's camp
the N a-chess river about the 17th June. Ift his should be true,
should consider it extremely unfortunate, for they are not wanted ·
that region ; certainly not, as there is not a settler or a white man
the Yakima country to protect or defend. Colonel Wright req ·
no volunteers to bring the Indians to terms, and he has so info
Governor Stevens. The latter~ however, as I believe, is determi
if possible, to prevent the regulars from terminating the war. N
theless, I think it will be accomplished very soon, however much
may oppose it.
It will be perceived that thus far my "plans" for prosecuting and
bringing to a speedy termination the In<li<tn wars in Oregon
Washington have been completely successful, notwithstanding
assertions of General Lane, Governor Curry, and the unfo
Governor Stevens, that I was wholly unqualified to conduct a
against Indians . As evidence of the fact, with other false and
aggerated reports, they referred again and again to the massacres
the Cascades and at the mouth of Rogue river; all of which was n
sary in order to divert public attention from the determination of
two war governors to plunder the treasury of the United States,
the pretence of enriching the people of the Territories, and to pr
their own ambitious schemes and that of pecuniary speculators.
The reference to the massacres at the Cascades by these wouldmilitary chieftains will turn out no less unfortunate for them, when
all the facts are made known ; then I think it will be discovered that
they were the cause of that disaster, which came near producing what
they most desired, a long war.
By the enclosed Order No. 6, and my instructions dated the 19th
January, 1856, marked G, it will be seen that I marked out for
Colonel Wright two points as the base of operations, as soon as they
could be commenced, against the Indians east of the Cascade range
of mountains. These were followed by detailed instructions, dated
the 29th January, a copy of which was sent to the headquarters of the
army, with sketches and a memoir of the country, embracing distances, by Captain rr. J. Cram, of the topographical engineers. At
this time I had not seen Colonel Wright; we happened to pass each
other on the Pacific, he going to Vancouver and myself to San
Francisco.
Not long after the colonel arrived at Vancouver, Governors Curry
and Stevens condescended to call on him; when, after representing my
conduct in l1ars\1 ancl severe terms, they strenuously urged the colonel
to disregard my instructions, and to adopt Stevens' magnificent plan
of campaign, by way of the Walla-Walla country. The colonel declined, after much urging, to comply with their wishes. It would
seem, however, that they had imbued the colonel so far with their
plan of campaign as to induce him, 'vithout my kr:owledgc: ~r communicating his intentions, to disregard my instructiOns; and mstead
of sending two columns, one to the Walla-vValla country anc.l the
other to the Seelal1 fisheries with an intermediate 1)ost between the
Dalles and fisheries, he con'centratecl all his disposable forces, nine
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companies, on the south side of the Columbia, and commenced his
march for Walla-\'Valla the 26th March; but fortunately proceeded
only five miles and halted, leaving the Yakima country and his rear
to the enterprises of the Yakimas, at the same time stationing
nine men in a block-house to guard the portage of the Cascades,
which all his supplies had to pass ...;,,, The Yakimas became apof the colonel's intended m0vement, and prepared a descent on
Cascades) it being a great salmon :fishery. About 100 Indians
made the attack on the same day he commenced his march for WallaWalla. Fortunately he received the news in time to return and
chastise the Indians before their expected reinforcements reached
them, when he killed two warriors and hung ten prisoners. If the
., ~uw .ue1 had left, as he intended, four days earlier, the consequences
might have been disastrous in the extreme. This is the only error
that has been committed, and this, I cannot doubt, was adopted at
instance of Governors Curry and Stevens, in disregard of my plain
and unequivocal instructions.
The causes of the massacre at the mouth of Rogue river I menin a former report, and therefore it is unnecessary at this time
fer to them. I will simply remark, that the death of the subltJ.l[ldum Agent Wright, who was represented by General Lane, in dein the House of Representatives, as being very friendly to the
'ans, was caused by an old grudge against him for attempting,
he was appointed agent, to poison a whole band of Indians.
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JOHN E. 1NOOL,
MaJor General.
Lieutenant Colonel L. THOMAS,
.Asst. AdJt. Gen., Headquarters of the Army,
New York City.
1

[Endorsement. J

Indian a.ffairs.-Important.-Respectfully submitted, with full conence in the views of General Wool.
WINFIELD SCOTT.

A.
HEADQUARTERS, FoRT ORFORD, 0. T.,
District S. Oregon and N. Cabfornia, J 'u.ne 24, 1856.
: I have the honor to report that General Palmer, superintenof Indian affairs, left here on the 21st, in the steBmer Columbia,
the Port Orford and other friendly Indians, who have been on
reserve at this post for some months past, and all of the lower
River Indians, who came in with me, except 18, escorted by
Augur's r.ompany "G," 4th infantry, for the coast reserva-
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tion. They go by the way of Portland and Dayton, 0. T., to
portion of the reservation allotted to them by the superinte
On the previous day) one of Old John's sons, a nephew and
others, came in to say that Old John and his band desired to sur
der, and wished permission to do so. I told them that they might
so, and they said that they would meet any command that I mi
send out for them at the place where I encamped the night before
arrival here. Captains Ord and Reynolds' companies arrived
yesterday with 242 Indians who had come in to him at the mouth
Rogue river. Some of these Indians came up in canoes by sea,
the others by land. To-day I have sent back the same command
meet Old John, as this is the day on which he promised to be at
rendezvous. When these people get in there will only remain
Chetcoes, who have been driven into the mountains by the volun
and who will come in as soon as these gentlemen go away, which
probably be within a few days, as I understand that Gov. Curry
ordered them to be disbanded at once.
Agreeably to the instructions of General Wool, received by
steamer on the 21st instant, the following is the assignment of
for the posts required near the coast reservation: Captain Smith,
dragoons, and Captain Floyd Jones, 4th infantry, with their co
nies, will garrison the upper post; Captain Augur, the middle;
:Major Reynolds, 3d artillery, the lower, about the mouth of the
selaw. I have directed Captain Augur, on his arrival at the post
occupied by Lieutenant Sheridan, to leave his company there te
rarily, and proceed to select his own post, which he will have don
the time that Captain Floyd Jones will reach his destination.
Indians remaining to be sent to the reservation will be divided
nearly as convenient into two parties: one, consisting of George
Lumpy's people and some others, will be escorted by Captain
Jones and the detachment of company E, 4th infantry, under
Chandler; and the other by Captain Ord and 1\1ajor Reynolds'
panies. Captain Smith, with Lieutenant Sweitzer and Assistant
geon Crane, will proceed with part of his company to Fort Lane,
the purpose of getting his horses and settling their property
and thence to his new post, which it is expected he will reach n
as soon as Captain Floyd Jones. The detachment of "D" and "
companies, 4th infantry, will then rejoin their proper posts, and
detachment of' 'F,'' 4th infantry, under Lieutenant Garber, at Or
City, will join that company via Vancouver.
"\Vith regard to the posts of Forts Orford, T.Jane, and Jones, if
Rogue river war be considered by the General as closed, I do not ·
any necessity for the two jormer, and would respectfully reco
that they be broken up. The next Indian difficulties likely to
out between this and the Sacramento may be looked for in the v
ity of the Klamath; and Fort Jones is therefore, perhaps, in a
good position, and may be advantageously occupied. I shall
quently leave l\fajor Wyse at that post, to be disposed of hereafter
the general may think fit.
Assistant Surgeon Milhau will accompany the detachment un
Captain Ord, and will be left with 1\fajor Reynolds' company at
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until he can be relieved by some other medical officer. After
of the Indians shall have started there will be nothing further for
to do in southern Oregon, and I believe everything to be quiet in
California. I suppose that the district 'vill be broken up,
en I shall be ready to receive such orden;;, in relation to my own
ents, as the commanding general of the department may be
to issue. I should be happy to receive them by the return of
steamer.
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
ROBERT C. BUCHANAN,
Bvt. Lieut. Col., MoJ. 4th Infantry, Comd' g District.
Captain D. R. JoNEs,
Asst. AdJ't General, Department of the Pacific,
Benicia, California.

D'tnsel1t1W

B.
HEADQUARTERS, PuGET SouND DrsTRICT,

Fort Steilacoom, W. T., June 2, 1856.
Since my communication of the 21st instant, which I had
honor to address to you, I have received from Major Garnett his
of a scout which I directed to be made in the Green and Cedar
region, enclosing the reports of the officers who commanded the
nt detachments. Both officers and men deserve commendation
the zeal and activity displayed. I have enclosed them to thP. headtors of the department.
The squaw taken by Major Garnett, and sent to me, says there are
t seven men, with a number of women and children, in that region.
have sent her out to, if possible, bring them in.
On the 31st ultimo, a messenger, whom I sent out with regulars to
Puyallup, returned with six hostiles, who are now at the reserva. They were found in a very destitute condition.
There are but few hostile Indians in this district at present, and
war is certainly finished. It may, however, be renewed at any
by reinforcements from the other side of the mountains. Anr source, from the effects of which there may be a renewal of hoses, is the outrages which are committed on the persons of friendly
· us from revenge or mere wantonness. There is no necessity for
independent military organization in this distrjct.
:Major Garnett, with companies "B" ancl "K," 9th infantry, left
the 28th ultimo for the purpose of joining Colonel Wright in the
by the way of the Cowlitz landing. I have sent an express to
Vancouver, requesting Colonel Morris to have a steamer sent to
mouth of the Cowlitz for the purpose of taking the companies to
Cascade~, merely stopping at Vancouver a few hours to obtain
clothing.
Since taking the field on the 13th of February, I have sent to the
ation about three hundred Indians, including men, women) and
ren, besides those killed in battle and the prisoners now confined
the guard-houses. I have built five block-houses, and constructed
GENERAL:
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seven bridges, besides making more than twelve miles of road.
have scouted over a country full of obstacles, and in all our opera
have not lost an animal by the enemy. This success must be,
great measure, attributed to the zeal, energy, and faithful ptjrfo
of duty on the part of the officers and men engaged.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
SILAS CASEY,
Lieut. Col. 9th Infantry, Com'g P. S. District.
l\1ajor General J. E. vVooL,
Commanding Department of the Pacific, Benicia, Cal.

c.
HEADQUARTERS, PuGET SouND DrsTRicT,

Fort Steilacoom, W. T., June 6, 1856.
CAPTAIN: I have the honor to enclose, for the information of
commanding general, two communications from Dr. Tolmie, of
Puget Sound company, on the subject of the murder of a friendly
dian by a volunteer.
A few days since an old Indian was most wantonly shot by a vol
teer in the town of Steilacoom. He had been employed by a wh
man to bring over a horse from one of the neighboring islands,
was just getting out of his canoe. The man was taken up by the
authorities, and I confined him in the guard-house. Inasmuch as
Indian is in a fair way of recovery, the man was bailed out on the 4
instant.
Not long since, two Indians, while in chains, were shot down ·
Olympia; and a few days since, three friendly Sno-qual-mie In
were most wantonly shot down near Seattle; it is supposed by a
named Collins. These several murders have caused great excitem
among the Indians on the reservation.
I have exerted myself to quiet them, and have offered to the ci
authorities the use of my guard-house for the confinement of any
these lawless desperadoes, who are constantly endangering the
of this frontier, regardless of the liability of the Indians retalia
upon innocent persons.
The squaw whom ! __ mentioned as having sent out from Seattle
returned. Eight men, six women, and a number of children
brought in by her means. They have gone to the reservation.
I expect to leave on the 9th in the steamer Hancock or Mas
setts for Bellingham bay, Fort Townsend, and the northern
of the Sound. I shall be absent only a few days.
Very respectf1Illy, your obedient servant,
SILAS CASEY,
Lieut. Col. 9th Infantry, Com' g P. S. District.
Captain D. R. tTO~Es,
Ass't AdJ't Gen'l, IIeadq'Ts Dep't Pacific,
Benicia., Calij01·nia.

SECRETARY OF 'VAR.

159

P. S. The recruits for the two companies of the 4th infantry at this
post have not yet been sent over. I would like very much to have
them, as my command has been lessened so of late.
·S.C.

D.
HEADQUARTERS, PuGET SouND DrsTRICT,

Fort Steilacoom, W. T., June 20, 1856.
I have the honor to report, for the information of the
general commanding the department, that nothing especial has transpired since my last communication. Eleven Indians, including men,
women, and children, who have been hidden on the Puyallup, were
brought in yesterday; I shall send them to the reservation.
Governor Stevens still retains a portion of his volunteers in service
in this district. I signified to him, some time since, my readiness to
occupy all those points now held by his men, and which I consider) in
any wn,y, necessary for the protection of the country within the region
of recent hostilities. I do not consider the service of any volunteers
as having been at all necessary for more than two months past.
On the 14th of 11arch last, as will be seen by my communication
of the 19th of that month, transmitted to department headquarters,
I requested Governor Stevens to issue his proclamation calling out
two companies of volunteers to be mustered into the service of the
United States for four months, unless sooner discharged, and informing the governor at the same time, that I considered the volunteers
asked for sufficient, with the regular troops, for all required purposes;
my call was refused. Time has shown that my views were correct,
and I should have disbanded them some time since. I do not know
the exact amount of the fort;es which have been kept up in this district
by Governor Stevens, but I believe it ha[l! amounted to several hundred men, with a due allowance of field and staff officers, &c.
I have heard that the militay liabilities already foot up to $1)400,000.
r.I.'he men who committed the atrocious murders of three friendly
Sno-qual-mie Indians near Seattle are still at large, one of them a
volunteer. The -Indians were employed at the time by two white men
to paddle them up the river in a canoe. \Vhile the men were absent
on some business, the Indians, as I have been informed, were murdered while begging for mercy. A fnendly Chehalis Indian was
killed on ·the 14th instant at the Mound prairie by one of the
volunteers.
I have enclosed a map of the scat of hostilities in this district so
far as known at present.
I returned from Bellingham bay and the northern part of the Sound
the 14th inRtant.
A map of vVashington Territory west of the Cascade range of
tains is now being prepared. When finished I will enclose it,
at the same time point out the situation for the permanent post,
CAPTAIN:
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which I consider necessary for the defence and security of this port'
of the rrerritory.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
SILAS CASEY,
Lieut. Col. 9th Infantry, Com'g. P. S. District.
Capt. D. R. JoNES, ·
.Ass't AdJ't Gen'l, Headq'rs Dep't Pac~lic,
Benicia, California.

E.
N ORTIIERN DISTRICT, DEP'T OF THE pACIFIC,
Camp on the Na-chess River, W. T., J1tne 11, 1856.
SIR: On the 8th instant a party of Indians, numbering thirty
men, with a chief at their head, paid a visit to my camp. These
dians are living high up in the mountains, on the branches of
Na-chess. They do not consider themselves under the: authorit.y
any of the great chiefs of the Yakima nation. They have not been
engaged in hostilities, and evinced tho most friendly disposition.
On the 9th instant a party of fifteen Indians, with their chief, from
the neighborhood of the Priests' rapids, came to see me. '_llhe ch'
presented me a letter from Father Pandosy. It appears that these
Indians at the commencement of the war were living at the Atah-num
mission, and fled immediately to the north. The chief has numerous
testimonials as to his firm attachment to the white people and his unwavering fidelity in our cause.
I also receiYed deputations, headed by chiefs, from several other
smaller bands, one of them living far to the north, near the British
possessions. They all expressed the strongest desire to cultivate our
friendship. They have had nothing to do with the war thus far, and
do not wish to be involved in it should hostilities continue in the
Yakima country. They doubtless foresee that in all probability their
own country might become the theatre of operations. I have made
perfectly satisfactory arrangements with all these Indians.
For several days no signs of Yakima Indians had been seen; every
thing was quiet when, on the evening of the 8th, two men came to me
from the chief Ow-hi, saying, that himself and other chiefs would come
in on the next day. rrhese men brought in two horses belonging to
the volunteer express recently sent over from the Sound. The men
remained with us, and on the evening of the 9th Ow-hi, Kamiakin,
and Te-vi-as encamped on the opposite side of the river.
The chiefs
all of them sent the most friendly messages, declaring that they would
fight no more, and that they were all of one mind for peace. I answered them, that if such was the case, they must come and see me.
After a while Ow-hi and Te-vi-as came over, and we had a long talk
about the war, its origin, &c. Ow-hi related the whole history of the
Walla-Walla treaty, and concluded by saying that the war commenced
from that moment; that the treaty was the cause of all the deaths by
HEADQUARTERS,
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fighting since that time. Ow-hi is a very intelligent man. H e speaks
with great energy, is well acquainted with his subject, and his words
carry conviction of truth to his hearers. I spoke to these chiefsasked them what they had to gain by war? and answered them by
enumerating the disasters which must inevitably befal them: their
warriors all killed or driven from their country, uever to return; their
women and children starving to death far to the north where the snow
never melts; but if peace was restored they could live happily in
their own country, where the rivers and ground afford ample food for
their subsistence, &c. I was determined to assume towards these
chiefs a tone of high authority and power. I said, if they all desired
peace they must come to me and do all that I required of them; that
I had a force sufficient to sweep them from the face of the earth, but
that I pitied the poor Indian; that I was willing to spare them to
make them happy, provided they would comply with all my demands,
&c. I have never seen Indians apparently more delighted than
these chiefs were. They expressed their highest satisfaction with
everything I had said to them. We have fixed upon five days as
the time to be allowed for the Indians all to assemble here, prepared
to surrender everything which bas been captured or stolen from the
white people, and to comply with such other demands as I may then
make.
With regard to Kamiakin, be did not orne over, but remained
during the conference on the opposite bank. He sent me the strongest
assurances of friendship, and his determination to fight no more.
This was confirmed both by Ow-hi and Te-i-as.
I am fully persuaded that all three of the chiefs are for peace, and
doubt not I shall soon settle everything satisfactorily. But I am in
hurry; they must be made to see and feel that they are corny in my power; that they are, as I told them, ''children in my
ds."
I told the two chiefs to say to Kamiakin that if he wished to unite
'th them, and make a peace, he must come to me; if he did not do
, I should regard hiw as an enemy, and pursue him with my troops.
said to them that no Indian should be a chief in this country, withcoming to my camp.
Skloom and Show-a-wy, the two other chiefs in this country, have
...... .~v"'"'"' ..... the Columbia, and gone to the Palouse country. They propbelong in that country. Their people have remained here, and
incorporated with Ow-hi's band.
I think' everything bids fair for an early and satisfactory terminaof this war. Kamiakin says but little, is proud, and very jealous
his rights. Heretofore he has always been friendly to the white
, but habitually distant and reserved in his intercourse with
I must humble him, and make him feel that hereafter his
n as chief can only be maintained by his faithful adherence to
cause.
had reached me, some days previous, that Leschi, with a
of Nisqually Indians was on this side of the mountains, and I
trying to communicate with him, when I found he had come in
t any agency on my part. He came with Ow-hi and Te-i-as.
Vol. ii--11
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He says he came over with about twenty warriors, with their wo
and children. He is decidedly for peace. This man Leschi is
nected with Ow-hi's people by marriage; and if peace is made, he
perfectly willing to go whocever I say-either to the Sound, or
remain with Ow-hi. I think he would prefer the latter, and p
that would be the best disposition that could be made of him.
After very great labor, the bridge over theN a-chess is this day
pleted. The river is broad, at one part twelve feet deep, and a velo
of eight or nine miles an hour. It is made on trestles, and mays
for a Ion€: time; but shonld the water rise very high, the fioati
logs would much endanger its safety.
Very respectfully, your most obedient servant,
G. WRIGHT,
.
Colonel 9th Infantry, Commanding.
Captain D. R. JoNES, A. A. G.,
Headquarters Dept. of the Pacific, Benicia, Cal.

F.
HEADQUARTERS, NolW'HERN DISTRicT, DEPT. oF THE PAciFic,
Camp on the Yakima riveT, W. T., Kittetas Valley, June 20, 1856.
SrR: In my last communication (No. 11,) which I had the honor
address to department headquarters on the 11th instant, I r
the visit of the chiefs Ow-hi and Te-i-as and their promise to
at the expiration of five days. I have no question as to their
and strong desire for peace, and I am at a lo~s to know the
their failure; however, such is the fact. I have not ~een any of
Indians since. The chief told me that they had sent a messen
to the Sound, and they seemed very anxious to hear from there
they came in; but whether they did or not, they were to come in
the expiration of five days.
I now learn from Governor Stevens that Ow-hi and Te-i-as
three months since made overtures of peace and desired to pass
into the Sound district; that several messages have passed b
\hem, and that the governor's last message invited them to meet
at a point west of the Cascades. After the last visit of the chiefs
my camp I did not relax my labors on the bridge across the Na-cb
The difficulties were greater than I anticipated; after bridging
main stream, a dense undergrowth of six hundred yards had to
cut through and :five or six smaller bridges made. However, on
evening of the 17th the road was opened.
On the morning of the 18th I crossed theNa-chess with eight
nies, (one dragoons, one artillery, two of the 4th infantry, and
the 9th infantry,) 450 rank and file, and marched north over a
country nine miles, and encamped on the W e-nass. Yesterday
ing I marched at sunrise, and still pursuing a northerly course,
two ranges of mountains over a very rocky and steep trail, where
mountain howitzer had to be dismounted and packed, and ~rrived
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's valley (17 miles) at 2 p. m. On our march I saw no Indians toay. I have scouting parties out exploring the country. This is a
ery fine valley, some twenty miles in diameter, several branches of
he Yakima flowing through it. It is almost entirely surrounded by
gh mountains, some of them now covered with snow.
I have made a personal examination of the N a-chess to its mouth,
om thence up the Yakima to the fisheries, the military road and the
e-nass river; and I now occupy with my troops all the great valley.
1\'Iajor Garnett joined me on the 13th, with companies B and K, 9th
fantry .• I left Brevet Lieutenant Colonel Steptoe, with three comnies of the 9th infantry and a mounted howitzer with artillerymen,
occupy "Fort Na-chess." This is an important point as a depot,
nd within easy marches of the great fisheries.
I do not despair of ultimately reducing these Indians to sue for
ce. I believe they really desire it, and I must find out what out'de influence is operating to keep them from coming in. I 3hall
obably stay in this valley several days. This is an unknown region,
d I have to feel my way; but when the campaign is over I hope to
sent a good sketch of the country.
My men are much in want of some articles of clothing, especially
oes, stockings and overalls; I pray that the quartermasters may be
le to keep a supply on hand. Shoes, particularly those pegged,
t but a few days, marching over sharp rocks.
Very respectfully, your most obedient servant,
G. WRIGHT,
Colonel 9th Infantry, Commanding.
Captain D. R. JoNES, A. A. G.,
Headquarters Dept. of the Paci,jk, Benicia, Cal.

G.
HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE pACIFIC,

San Francisco, January 19, 1856.
IR: Herewith you will receive special order No. 6 for your present
'dance.
he general commanding expects to be at Fort Vancouver before
season for operations against the Indians commences, when he
1communicate his plans and instructions more fully ; meantime
wishes you to gather all the information possible about the country
be occupied in the spring, taking as a basis one military post somere near Walla-Walla, and one near the Seelah fisheries, to be th~
cipal ones, and perhaps a smaller post somewhere between tht
ah fisheries and Fort .Dalles-say at the Yakima mission, or on
Simcoe river. By the next mail the general will sencl you a map
e country and some reliable topographical information concernthe principal points, from which the fisheries and grazing grounds
be so guarded as to keep the Indians from them.
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Acting Assistant Surgeon Hammond will be discharged on
arrival of Assistant Surgeon Suckley at Fort Dalles.
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
E. D. TOWNSEND,

Assistant AdJutant General
Colonel GEo. WRIGHT,

9th Infantry.

P. S.-The commanding general desires me to add, that he has
authority to recognize any volunteers or to receive them into service.
trusts the number of regular troops in the department wilf be am
without them.
E. D. TOWNSEND,
.Assistant .AdJutant General..

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT

OF

THE PACIFIC,

San Francisco, January 19, 1856
[SPECIAL ORDERS No. 6.]

1. Colonel George Wright, 9th infantry, is assigned to the
mand of Fort Vancouver, where he will for the present make
headquarters. He will also exercise a supervisory control over F
Dalles and Steilacoom, and the section of country on the Colum
river and Puget' s Sound.
.
2. As soon as practicable after his arrival at Fort Vancou
Colonel Wright will make a critical inspection of all the public
plies, including horses and mules at Forts Vancouver and Dal
Should he discover that any supplies or animals are wanting for
efficient campaign in the Indian country east of the Cascade mo
tains, he will cause the proper staff officers to make requisitions for s
supplies or animals, to be approved by himself, on the chiefs of
at department headquarters-Major Cross, chief quartermaster, 'M
Lee, chief commissary, Lieut. Colonel Ripley, chief of ordnance,
Surgeon Byrne, medical director. He will also report fully upon
these points to the commanding general.
3. It having been reported that department special orders No.
of November 16, 1855, has not been complied with in regard to
quartermaster's department, the particular attention of Colonel vVri
is directed thereto that its provisions may be promptly comp

,
4. Captain Ord's companyB, 3d artillery, will be ordered tore

w~.

without delay to Benicia barracks. The detachment of company
3d artillery, will be ordered to return with it to the Presidio of
Francisco.
Lieutenant Colonel S. Casey, with two companies 9th infantr
assigned to Fort Steilacoom. Lieutenant Colonel Casey will
himself acq_uainted with the state of affairs on Puget' s Sound, and
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soon as possible, report through Colonel Wright a plan of operain that quarter, the force required, and points at which it may
expedient to establish temporary or permanent posts, keeping in
w, for instance, Bellingham bay and White river. It is expected
t the most active, efficient measures will be adopted with reference
a speedy termination of the war.
By command of Major General Wool :
E. D. TOWNSEND,
Assistant AdJutant General.

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE pACIFIC,

Be1ticia, California, July 4, 1856.
For the information of the Lieutenant General commandthe Army, and the War Department, I herewith transmit a copy
letter of instructions to Colonel George Wright_, 9th infantry,
manding in the Yakima country, in the Territory of Washington.
It was my intention to have returned to that region to superintend
military operations east of the Cascades, but I have been prevented
ill health, which rendered me incapable of sustaining the fatigue.
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JOHN E. WOOL_,
MaJor General.
Lieut. Col. L. THOMAS, A. A. G.,
Headquarters of the Army, New York.

CoLONEL:

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE PACIFIC,

Benicia, California, July 3, 1856.
Wool, commanding the
the 8th, 11th, and 20th
. He says ''that whils the anticipated, by your letters of the
and 11th, a speedy termination of the war with the Yakimas, he
surprised to learn by the letter of the 20th of their sudden dis•1pea~ra11ce from the Na-chess river, and, as it would seem, although
sing a large force, their whereabouts, or the direction they had
to elude your vigilance, had not been traced.
'It would appe.llr, however, from yours of the 20th, that an outinfluence had been exerted to prevent the Yakimas from coming
as you previously anticip~ted. The commanding general, in his
unication of the 16th June, cautioned you against the whites in
rear, from whom he thinks you have as much to apprehend as
Indians in your front. He thinks you ought to have discovered
your first interview with Governor Curry and the unfortunate
or Stevens that it was never their intention that the war with
Indians should be brought to a close by regular troops. Hence

CoLONEL: I am directed by Major General
•~~·nj:l.l't.ml~nt, to acknowledge your letters of
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their keeping in the field volunteers when there was not the s
necessity or cause to justify it.
"Lieut. Col. Casey notified Governor Stevens some time since
volunteers were not needed for the defence of the inhabitants of
Sound, and that he had a sufficient force to guard all the points
sary in that district. Still, as it appears, Stevens has now several
dred men in the field; and by the mail which brought your l
the 20th the general received information that two hundred volun
under Col. Shaw, had been ordered from Puget's Sound to theY
country, and although you had previously notified Shaw that
were not required, that they passed through the Na-chess Pass
the 17th June, which might account for the unexpected disaom:anmt
of the Indians in your front. Although this information was
from a reliable source, the general does not believe it to be true,
from the fact that you have made no allusion to any movement of
volunteers under Col. Shaw or any one else in your last comm
tions.''
" The general, however, with the ample forces under your coiJo.mfml
apprehends no other evil than delay to bring the Indians to
Yet he would forewarn you that you cannot be too cautious
of your double enemy. If a defeat, or if any serious disaster s
happen to your command, it would be a source of great rejoicing
scrip holders, and especially to those who are anxious for a long
and who have proclaimed it a God-send to the people of the Terri
of Washington and Oregon.''
The general commanding also "calls your attention to in
rep-orts which have reached here, that your main depot of sup
the Dalles has been left unguarded. except by a few sick and
men. This the general does not believe to be true. With your
forces there would be no necessity for leaving so importa.nt a
the Dalles unprotected or without troops to defend it. A ""'YI"Y\o·n,..
he thinks, would not be too large a guard for that post."
In conclusion, the general says "as the war 'is finished' in
Sound and in southern Oregon, it only rem.ains to you to give it
finishing stroke. This the general does not doubt will soon be
complished by the activity) enterprise, and gallantry of yourself
of those under your command.
"You will recollect that you have nothing to do with volunteers
Governor Stevens. If you should find them or any citizens in
way, you will arrest, disarm, and send them out of the Y
country."
Lieut. Col. Morris, commanding at Vancouver, has been ordered
send the recruits now at his post to increase the guard of the Dal
unless he has information that you have left a company for
purpose.
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
W. W. MACKALL,
.A. A. General.
Col. GEORGE WRIGHT, 9th Infantry,
Com. District of Columbia River and Northern Oregon.
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HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE PACIFIC,

Benicia, Cal., July 19, 1856.

8IR: In the abs~nce of Major General Wool, confined by severe inl$P!)Sl't 1'o n

at Napa Springs, I am directed to report that the Indians
tile) in northern California and southern Oregon, have all
mrrtena.en~u, to the number of 1,225, and are now under the guard
protection of the troops on their way to the coast reservation.
The three passes from this reservation will be closed and held by as
posts-one, on the Yamkill, 25 miles fromJDayton; the second)
near Cowallis; and the third, near the mouth fof the Sinsclaw.
From the Upper Yakima river Colonel Wright reports (July 1)
some sixty Indians have sought his camp, consented to go with
families to such place as he would designate, and have been elito Fort Na-chess. From these Indians he learns that the peace
increasing, and that the most influential of the hostile chiefs,
-LU.HAin. .•Lu, with difficulty keeps his party together.
The colonel continues his march to the mountains, beyond which,
a. large river well stocked with salmon, this chief has established
people .
.Affairs on Puget' s Sound are in the same state as at the general's last
soon as his health permits, the general will send a detailed remaking mention of such officers and troops as deserve commen' and showing the continuing mischief from the double negoand war with the Indians by the authorities of the Territory
those of the United States.
I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully,
Your obedient servant,
W. W. MACKALL,
Assistant AdJutant General.
Lieut. Colonel L. THOMAS, A. A. General,
Headq·uarters of the Army, New York.
20.-The health of the general is so much worse that he yesy sent out orders for the return of Surgeon Byrne to the Springs.

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE PACIFIC,

Benicia, August 4, 1856.
Owing to ill health, with which I have been affiicted for
five weeks, I find myself unable to fulfil the promise conin the communication of Major Mackall, dated the 19th ult.
therefore do but little more than forward the enclosed correce, which I would commend to the attention of the Lieutenant
commanding the Army, and the Secretary of War. It will
, to some extent, the difficulties imposed on the regular officers
the efforts on the part of Governor Stevens to prolong the war
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against the Indians, who are peaceably inclined, and would not m
war on the whites if the latter would exhibit towards them the
mon feelings of humanity, and the authorities of Washington T
tory would treat them with ordinary justice. Governor Stevens
crazy, and does not know what he is doing; and Governor
satellites go for exterminating the Indians. Between the efforts
two governors and their coadjutors to defeat the regulars in
endeavors to restore peace and maintain it, by a judicious di
of the troops, they have a very arduous and difficult task to
Although Governor Stevens has been again and again noti
his volunteers were unnecessary to protect or defend the inha
of Puget's Sound, he still keeps several hundred volunteers in the
and recently has sent Colonel Shaw with, it is said, two hundred
unteers to the Walla-Walla country. In doing this, his object
there are no whites in that country to protect or defend,) was to
voke a continuance of the war with the Walia-Wall as, &c.,
plunder the Indians of their horses and cattle. I have order
nel \Vright, as soon as he completed his arrangements with the
mas and Klikatats, to hasten with all possible despatch to the
Walla country) and to order Stevens's volunteers out of the
In case they refused to go, to arrest, disarm, and send them out of
country. See my instructions to Colonel Wright, marked No. 1;
my instructions to Lieut. Colonel Casey, with his correspondence
Governor Stevens) enclosed, marked No. 2; also a correspondence
Messrs. Tandler & Co., marked No.3, which will show that Go
Stevens is making arrangements to continue the war in his Terri
also Colonel Wright's correspondence, marked Nos. 16, 17,18 and
giving a history of events from the 3d to the 18th of July, which
tains much interesting and valuable information; and, finally,
Colonel Casey's report) marked No. 4, in reference to the esta
ment of posts, and the best means of effecting a permanent defence
Puget's Sound country. All of which I could hope might claim
tion, and especially so much as related to permanent posts, which
have no right to establish without the sanction of the Secretary
War.
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JOHN E. WOOL,
Ma;jm· General.
Lieut. Colonel L. THOMAS, .A . .A. General,
Headquarters of the .Army, New York.
P. S. Notwithstanding Governor Stevens's volunteers, I have
the slightest apprehensions that Colonel Wright will have any
culty with the Walia-W allas, or neighboring tribes.
JOHN E. WOOL,
MaJor General.
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[No.1.]

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE PACIFIC,
, Benicia, Cal., August 2) 1856.
Sm: I have to acknowledge the receipt of your letters of the 7th,
9th, and two of the 18th of July.
:Major General Wool congratulates you on your successful termination of the war with the Yakimas and Klikitats. He directs that
two (instead of one) posts be established in the Yakima country; one
of these be garrisoned by three (3) com parries, the other by one, and
this latter to be in the vicinity of the Atahman mission.
As soon as you have arranged matters with the Yakimas and
Klikitats, the general desires you, with the least possible de1ay, to
conduct an expedition of five or six companies against the WallaWallas &c. Having arranged all difficulties with those tribes, then
establish the post, as before directed, in the Walla-Walla country,
and direct the dragoons to make excursions to give protection to
emigrants approaching Oregon or Washington Territory.
'(No
emigrants or other whites," says the general, "except the 'Hudson
Bay Company,' or persons having ceded rights from the Indians) will
itted to settle or remain in the Indian country, or on land not
by treaty, confirmed by the Senate, and approved by the Presiofthe United States."
These orders are not, however, to apply to the miners engaged in
•·""''U."'"' V~· ng gold at the Colville mines." The miners will) however,
notified that should they interfere with the Indians "or their
ws, they will be punished and .sent out of the country.''
"It appears that Colonel Shaw, from Puget's Sound) with his volun'has gone to the Walla-Walla country. His men can only be
by plundering the Indians in that country."
Colonel
right will order them out of the country by the way of the Dalles.
they do not go immediately they will be arrested, disarmed, and
tout.
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
·
W. W. MACKALL,

Assistant AdJutant General.
Colonel GEo. WRIGHT,

9th Infantry, Com'g Expedition against the Yakimas,
Washington Territory, (via Dalles.)

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE PACIFIC,
Benicia, Cal., August 2, 1856.
SIR: Your letters of July 11th and 21st, the latter enclosing yoUT
•.u{;,.,IJ,_,u.dence with the governor of Washington Territory, have
mitted to Major General Wool, who directs me to give his
al of the selections you have made for tbe permanent posts of
district, viz: Steilacoom and Billingham bay, and either LudTownsend, or DiscoYery, as may finally seem best to you. Five
· s are all that can be spared for your district, and you will
the garrisons of these posts accordingly.
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The major general directs me to express the surprise he felt after
reading the above letter of the 11th, in which you report "everything
quiet, and no indications of hostile Indians," and "the time has
now arrived when a disposition of the troops should be made for
permanent defence," &c., and name the three posts above specified
proper and sufficient to that end, to find you on the 18th ·
offering to occupy the posts at Montgomery and Selim prairie,
being among your specified points,) about to be abandoned by
volunteers from Washington Territory.
No new acts of hostility appear to have made this change in
dispositions either necessary or judicious, as none such are men ·
in your still more recent letter of the 21st, where you "reiterate
that there "has been no necessity for any volunteers in the Puget'
Sound district for many months past."
The major general cannot see why you should occupy posts on
18th instant which you thought unnecessary on the 11th, and
had been held by volunteers whose services were deemed unne1ces.sa11
as late as the 21st.
In conclusion, I am directed to say, "you will recollect that
have nothing to do with Governor Stevens or volunteers, and
after all communications from governors of Territories must be
mitted immediately to the major general for his decision.''
The general desires Captain Keyes, 3d artillery, to be ordered
you to resume his station at the Presidio of San Francisco, so soon
you can spare his company.
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
W. W. MACKAJ_JL,
Assistant AdJutant General.
Lieutenant ColonelS. CASEY,
9th Infantry, Commanding District of Puget' 8 Sound,
Fort Steilacoom, W. T.
HEADQUARTERS, PuGET's SouND DISTRicT,
Fort Steilacoom, W. T., July 21, 1856.
MAJOR: I have the honor to enclose, for the information of
general commanding the department, a copy of a communication received by me from Governor Stevens on the 18th instant, with a copy
of my reply.
I will reiterate what I have already communicated to , ..... ,. ...... "'""~ ·
headquarters, viz: that there has been no necessity for any volun
in the Puget' s Sound district for several months past; and further,
there never has been, since my arrival here, on the 31st of Jan
last, any necessity for more than two companies of those troops,
they been organized according to the infantry of the regular
and mustered into the eervice of the United States.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
SILAS CASEY,
Lt. Col. 9th Infantry, Com' g Puget' 8 Sound District.
Major W. W. MAcKALL,
Ass1 t Adj1 t Ge'Th., Heo.,dq rs Dep't of the Puciftc,
Benicia, California.
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EXECUTIVE OFFICE,
Territory of Washington.
SIR: I am desirous to turn over to you Fort Hicks, (Montgomery's,)
and have directed Captain Swindall to confer with you in relation
to it.
Quartermaster General Miller will move the stores to the town of
Steilacoom.
The Steilacoom company will be mustered out of service as soon aB
F(1I't Hicks, of which it constitutes the garrison, is received by you.
Orders have been issued to muster out of service the guard at the
Nisqually ferry block-house, the company at Skookum bay) the com. at the Cowlitz, and in Clark county.
I am desirous that you should occupy with your command the posts
till the line of the Snoqualmie, at present held by Major Van Bokkelin
his command of about ninety men. Their terms of service will
in some few weeks. A company of fifty men will, I think, be
te to the duty.
it will be incompatible with your views to occupy that line, I
on the expiration of the term of enlistment of Major Van
s command, to organize a new company of about fifty men
hold the line.
Truly and respectfully,
ISAAC I. STEVENS,
Goverrwr and Commander-in-Chief.
Lieutenant Colonel SILAS CASEY,
Commanding Puget' s Sound District, Fort Steilacoom.
.AIVJI>.J.>.vuu.'

RICHARD ARNOLD,
First Lieutenant Third Artillery, A. D. 0.

HEADQUARTERS, PuGET's SouND DISTRICT,
Fort Steilacoom, W. T., July 18, 1856 .
.... u.nn.l,VH. : Your communication respecting Fort Hicks and other
has just been received.
the 1st of June I informed Colonel Shaw (and a short time after,
communication, yourself) that I was ready at any time to octhe stations at Montgomery's and the Yelin prairie when you
prepared to give them up. I am ready now to carry out that
and early next week will send troops to Montgomery's.
not consider any other points within the regffin of recent hosthan those occupied by me at present and the stations at Mont'sand the Yelin, in any manner necessary for the protection
tier.
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Not considering any troops necessary on the Snoqualmie
present, I decline ordering any there.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
SILAS CASEY,
Lieutenant Colonel Ninth Infantry,
Commanding Puget' s Sound District.
His Excellency I. I. STEVENS,
Governor of Washington Territory, Olympia, W. T.
True copy:
RICHARD ARNOLD,
Lieutenant, and A. D. 0.

[No. 3.]
SAN FRANCISco, July 29, 1856.
DEAR SIR: Lieut. Colonel H. R. Crosbie, aid to Governor
of Washington Territory, is in our city to make purchases on
of the present Indian war in that Territory. Will you be
enough to advise us whether we would be safe in selling them $20
worth of goods? Would the general government at Washington
nize the debt? Excuse our audacity in so addressing you.
Your most obedient servants,
TANDLER & CO.
Major General WOOL.
True copy:

RICHARD ARNOLD,
1st Lieutenant 3d Artillery, A. D. 0.

CHIEF QuARTERMASTER's OFFICE, DEPT. OF THE PACIFIC,
Benicia, July 30, 1856.
GENTLEMEN: In reply to your letter of the 29th instant, the
manding general has directed me to say that he knows of no
Washington Territory in which Governor Stevens is engaged, as
are sufficient United States troops in the Territory to quell Indian
tilities. Any contract that Governor Stevens may make under
circumstances will be illegal, and in his opinion will not be san
by Congress.
Very respectfully,_gentlemen, your obedient servant,
0. CROSS,
MaJor and Quartermaster
Messrs. TANDLER & Co.,
San Francisco.
True copy:

RICHARD ARNOLD,
1st Lieutenant 3d Artillery, A. D. 0.
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HEADQUARTERS, PuGET SouND DrsTRicT,

Fort Steilacoom) W. T., July II, 1856.
MAJoR: I have the honor to report that I shall transmit, for the

information of the general commanding the department, the map of
the Territory mentioned in a former communication. • Inasmuch as
it would be injured by folding, I shall send it by express.
I have just returned from visiting the statiOns of my district, (seven
in number.) I find everything quiet, and no indications of hostile
Indians. Muckle Shute has two block-houses, and an excellent
stockade, and I have directed that log quarters for one company be
constructed at that place. We have an excellent road from 1_\,.fuckle
Shute to Thomas' Ferry, and I have caused a bridge to be constructed
across White river, near the forks of that and the Green river, the
only point where one could be erected without great labor and expense. After the quarters at the Muckle Shute are finished, and a
new trail opened to Porter's prairie, one comp:;my will be sufficient t()
py that post, and the dependent block-houses.
The Indians at the fish-weir appear happy and contented. I have
directed another weir to be made on the Black river, to prevent fish
from ascending the Cedar river. The war in this district has ceased,
and will not be renewed unless induced by the whites. I think the
Indians here have an acute appreciation of kind and just treatment.
Inasmuch as the time has now arrived when a disposition of the
troops should be made for the permanent defence and security of this
Territory west of the mountains, I will indicate in a brief manner
those points which, in my opinion, should be occupied. First, there
should be a post in this vicinity, of fonr companies. As regards its
locality, in my opinion Nisqually would be the most ad vanplace. A post could be there erected, within one mile of a
'ng on the Sound, where a wharf might be built. For further
"""'r .....•tion with regard to it I refer to my communication of the 13th
February last.
I am not prepared to say that a permanent post will be necessary at
1\Iuckle Shute or vicinity. By keeping a good supply of land
rtation at the post in this vicinity, (and especially after the
shall have become improved,) in my opinion, the necessity of a
pennartent post at or in the vicinity of that ~oint will be obvia~ed.
It will, however, be prudent to occupy that point and the two nmgh. block-houses for some time yet; while so occupied, they can
cons ered as dependencies of this post.
In the next place, I would recommend a post either at Fort Lud' Fort Townsend, Port Discovery, or some point in that vicinity,
further examination may determine. This post will have regard
the northern Indians who may come to the Sound for depredating
as well as to the numerous tribes who inhabit between those
and the Pacific.
The third post should be at Bellingham ?ay, as ncar the. c.oal !llines
a good location could be found. One Important conditiOn In the
· of these posts should not be o:erlooke~ ; they should be at
easy of access for vessels at any time of tide, and at the same
)
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time well protected from the winds and waves. A steamer of five or
six hundred tons burden, capable of a speed of fifteen miles per hour,
I consider indispensably necessary, in connexion with the posts, for
the proper defence of the Sound. This boat should be subject to too
orders of the senior officer stationed on the Sound, and would be employed in tran·sporting troops to any threatened point for the pur
of repelling any irruption of the northern Indians, or of
quelling any disturbance which might arise with our own I
All the supplies requisite for the posts, from San Francisco,
be transported on this boat, and coal and wood for her use
obtained on the Sound cheap, and in abundance. It would be the
economy to have a boat built in Naw York expressly for the pu
required
In the end it will prove a great extravagance on the part of
general government to neglect in any manner the proper defence of
remote frontier like this.; and one chief reason is, that if so ne
a pretext will always be afforded to a territorial executive to incur
extravagant and unnecessary expenditure of the public money.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
SILAS CASEY,
Lt. Col. 9th Infantry, Com. P. S. Dist.
Major W. W. MACKALL,
A. A. Gen., Dept. of the Pacific, Benicia, Cal.
True copy:
RICHARD ARNOLD,
Lieut., and A. D. 0.

[No. 16.]

HEADQUARTERe, NoRTHERN DISTRICT, DEPT. oF TIIE WEST,

Camp on the Wenatcha river, W. T., July 7, 1856.
SIR: On the 3d instant I broke up my camp on the Upper Y ·
near the "Snoqualmie" Pass, forded the river without
marched five miles, and halted for the night. Marching at
on the 4th, our course lay eaBt of north, following a tributary of
Yakima until I reached the base of the mountains. During
day's march the repeated crossing and recrossing the stream re
our progress slow, and, after marching twelve miles, finding
at the point where the route deflects from the water-courses nd
a direction north over the mountains, I encamped for the ni 11t.
suming our march early on the 5th, we began to experience some
the difficulties which our Indian guides had enumerated. The mou
ains are very high ; the trail fi·equently obstructed by masses
fallen trees, which had to be removed by a pioneer party. Again
trail runs along the sides of a mountain, with barely room for a
gle animal, and occasionally, the stones and gravel yielding to
pressure, a mule with its pack would roll down the
After marching twelve miles, we encamped in the mountains.
\.n.~ at da-yli~h.t on the morning of the 6th, for the distance of fi
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the trail was far worse than that of the preceding day. Howwe soon struck a stream and) following its bed and crossing it
tly, at last ascended a high mountain which overlooks this
, into which I descended, and encamped at 1 p. m.
I approached, the chiefs who had visited me on the Yakima
out to meet me, also the priest, Pendosey. They assured me that
thing was progressing favorably, and that a large number of
, with their families, were on the other side of the river fishAfter I had encamped, the chiefs and a number of warriors
over to have a talk ; they appear to have no fear, and seem willdo all I may require. They say that they will all go at once
Klikitats if I require it; but they express great apprehension
their subsistence, and would. prefer to stay here for awhile, until
n lay up a good supply of salmon, when they would all go to
'ttitas to winter. I have examined all the fishing places south
, and there are none to compare with thi~, at this season of the
. These Indians have always been in the habit of fishing here,
moving further south to winter. This river is considered as the
ern boundary of the Yakima country. But few Indians are livof this point as far as the British possessions.
consent for these Indians to remain here temporarily to fish,
require hostages for their good behaviour and compliance with
promises.
iakin has :fled to the Palouse country, and Ow-hi has gone bethe Columbia, and, in all probability, will not attempt to come
before next winter.
have sent word to the nations beyond the Columbia that they must
harbor these renegade chiefs ; that if they do they will suffer for
the war may be carried into their country.
chief Te-i-as is in my camp, and I shall keep him and his family
Although he is a brother to Ow-hi, and father-in-law to
·n, he is, and has always been, our good friend.
Very respectfully, your most obedient servant,
G. WRIGHT,
Colonel 9th Infantry, Commaic,ding.
•\Japt;aJ'm D. R. JoNES,
Assistant AdJutant General,
Headquarters Department of the Pacific, Benicia, Cal.
RICHARD ARNOLD,
1st Lieutenant 3d A.Ytillery' A.. D.

a.

N. DISTRicT, DEPT. oF THE PAciFIC,
Camp on the Upper Columbia 'river, W. T.,
July 9, 1856.
I marched from my camp on the W enatcha river at sunrise
morning. Our route along the right bank of theW enatcha was,
HEADQUARTERe,
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at times, almost impracticable, the trail passing over rugged
ains, and but a few inches wide, where a single false step would
cipitate man or beast into the roaring cataract, five hundred
low. By working at the trail, and then leading each animal
carefully, I succeeded in crossing over the whole command, with
gage, pack-train, and three mountain howitzers, safely; at 3 p.
encamped on the right bank of the Columbia.
Previous to marching, I made arrangements for the IndianR,
their families and baggage, to follow immediately in rear of our
train, with a company of infantry and a detachment of dragoons
guard. It was nearly 9 o'clock before the Indians could all
They have probably a thousand horses, and extended some five
with their women and children of .course they move slow. It is
possible to say at this moment how many there are in all. I
many to fish, and others will cross over by another trail. They
all willing to come with me now if I said so; but as they desire to
main a .short time at the fisheries, I had no objections; my · ·
object being to carry off the large mass of . the Yakima nati
locate them permanently,_and beyond the possibility of their
operated upon by their former chiefs. Such a large number of
people as I now have will not be able for awhile to subsist inclep
of aid from the government. Di~persed over the whole country,
can get along very well; but then we should have no hold on them
their good behaviour. They have, heretofore, had but little i
c<mrse with the white people, and that little has been anythin
satisfactory to them. They have usually kept their women and c
remote as possible from our people, and it has been a work of
delicacy and labor to allay their fears and convince them that I
the power and will to protect them from insult and injury. Our
cess in quieting their apprehensions has exceeded my highest
tations.
During my halt on the W enatcha, I was visited by several
parties of Indians living on streams to the north and east of the
lumbia, most of whom had been in, or sent to me, when I was on
Na-chess. These Indians live outside of the Yakima country, are
friendly to us, and appear very anxious to cultivate a good
standing. I have given them good advice, and told them they
not be molested.
In all my operations recently, the aid I have received from Fa
Pendosey has essentially contributed to our success. He has great
fluence with these Indians, and has exerted himself, bot night
day, in bringing matters to their present state.
Kamiakin, who plunged these people into war, and was con tin
boasting of what he would do, has basely deserted his people
fled, probably, to the Palouse country. His career on this ·
the Columbia is ended. I have two or three good and in
chiefs with those Indians. A new government must be
which will unite all their hearts, and place them in deadly
to the refugee chiefs. This can all be accomplished by the ju

SECRETARY OF WAR

177

of the military commander who ruay be left 1n this
respectfully, your most obedient servant,
G. WRIGHT,
Colonel 9th Infantry, Commanding.
'n D. R. JoNES, .A . .A. G.,
Headquarters Dep't Pacific,
Benicia, California.

RICHARD ARNOLD,
F:rst Lieut. Ildrd Artillery, .A. D. C.

18.]
HEADQUARTERS, N. DISTRICT, DEP'T OF TIIE PACIFIC
Camp on Yakima r·iver, Kittitas valley, W. T., July 18, 1856.
I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your com'on of the 3d instant, and the pleasure of reporting that, not:ttn~ltantaing the numerous difficulties and embarrassments I have
aeount:en~d, the war in this country is closed.
I last had the honor to address department headquarters, on
9th instant, I was on the Upper Columbia, at the mouth of the
na-cha, en route for this valley. Resuming my march on the
· of the 10th, three days brought me to the Yakima river, and
the 13th I encamped at this place. Since leaving Fort Na-chess,
command has marched one hundred and eighty miles, principally
a rugged mountainous country hitherto unknown to us, and
ed impracticable for military operations. But the patient enduof the officers and men overcame every obstacle; we have penthe most remote hidingplaces of the enemy, and forced him
for mercy. Deserted by their chiefs, and perseveringly purby our troops, the Ind~ans have no other course left them but to
. I have now about five hundred men, women and children
· place, with a much larger number of horses and cattle. These
· s of their own accord brought in and delivered up all the horses
mules in their pof;session belonging to the government, about
ty in number. vVere it advisable, I could. assemble a much
number of Indians at this place, but the difficulty of subsisting
makes it necessary to allow them to occupy separate districts of
try.. where fish and roots can be obtained in abundance. This
affords them but few fish at this season of the year; when the
commence their fall run they will prepare their winter supply.
e people now with me) I am compelled to issue at least two hunand fifty pounds of flour daily, to enable them to get along.
I think it better to do this, than to send them far away beyond
immediate control. Other Indians are constantly coming in; this
is the nucleus, the central point around which they will all
er in the fall. I have had interviews with nearly all of the
ima nation, and they are fully impressed with all the folly of
Vol. ii--12
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their continuing the war; they have been made to feel the incon
of it. So long as troops simply moved through their country
retired, it had but little effect; the Indians were generally the ·
by it. But a steady advance over their whole country, rend
necessary to move their famHies and stock, has had a diffierent
understanding as they do that the country is to be permanently
pied.
I have examined this country pretty thoroughly, and I am
what at a loss to fix upon a position for a perma,nent military
The whole country should be given to the Indians; they require
they cannot live at any on J point for the whole year. The roots,
berries, and the fish make up their principal subsistence ; these
obtained at different places and different seasons of the year.
they are frequently changing their abodes, until fall, when they
scend from the mountain districts and establish themselves in
lower valleys for the winter. There is but little timber on the
and after the rainy season sets in, early in December, the
lands all overflow, and the plains are covered with a deep snow.
from this, the most eligible point for a post is· a short distance
the "To-ponish," where there is good timber for building, grass
water in abundance. This point is on the southern boundary of
Simcoe valley, and at the point of intersection of the trails from
Dalles and the Kamas prairie. The Kamas prairie or lake, it
be recollected) is about thirty miles from the Columbia river,
reached by ascending the Klikitat. It is the habitation of the
kitats, and it was from that point came the war party which att
the people of the Cascades. The point above referred to has
vantage also of commanding both routes to the Columbia, and h
in check the Klikitats, who would not be likely to commit any h
acts with a military force in their rear. The season is rapidly
away, and arrangements for the winter must be made as soon as
ticable. The Indians, during the coming winter, must occ
warm valleys, and I would suggest that one military post, o
companies, would be ample until next spring.
Very respectfully, your most obedient servant,
G. WRIGHT,
Colonel 9th Infanb·y, Commanding.
1\f:ajor vV. W. 1\fACKALL,
Assistant Aqjutant Gene1Aal.

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE PACIFIC,

Benicia, California.

True copy:
RICHARD ARNOLD,
1st L ·ieutenant 3d Arl'ille?Ay, A. D. 0.
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N. DISTRICT, DEPT. OF THE PACIFIC,
Camp on Yakima River, Kittetas Valley, W. T.,
July 18, 1856.
Recurring again to your communication of the 3d instant, I
remark, that my letter of the 18th gave you all the information
ssed in relation to the movements of the volunteers under
Shaw from Puget's Sound. My prompt reply to Colonel Shaw's
, before he commenced his march, declining all aid, and informhim that I had an ample force of regular troops for operations in
country, led me to presume that the expedition would be aban. Subsequently Colonel Shaw crossed the mountain, and passed
the We-nass; since which I have heard nothing from him. When
country, I receiyed no message from him whatever.
have not overlooked from the first the evident determination to
..-"'""'''"'U\J with the regular forces in bringing this war to a close, and
steadily resisted all advances. My efforts have been retarded,
ot defeated, by what was done.
miakin has gone far away, and probably will never again come
Ow-hi has gone to the upper Columbia, and probably to the
o country. Old Te-i-as, with his family, is still on the ColumHe is an old man and very timid, but our very good friend.
sons and daughters were very anxious to come with us, but the
man insisted upon keeping them with himself until he comes in.
Before I marched from Fort Na-chess, I sent an Indian to ascertain
whereabouts of the "Klikitats," what they were doing, &c. The
ger has returned and informs me that they are at the Kamas
digging roots; that they are desirous of meeting me, and only
ted for me to fix upon the time and place. I have sent messenfor them to meet me at the Ah- ta-mim Mission on the 25th
t.
friendly Indians belonging at the Cascades, who joined the
party in the attack, fled when I retook that place, and are now
the Klikitats. They must be given up, and additional security
the future good conduct of the whole band.
The Indians who murdered the Agent Bolon are not here; they
probably fled from the country.
I shall march for the Ah-ta-mim on the 21st instant with three
nies, leaving Major Garnett here with four. As a post of ob. , this point must be occupied until the Indians move to their
residence.
th regard to my depot at Fort Dalles, it is, and always bas been,
ly safe. When Colonel Steptoe left there, he left a detachment
equal to a company, and besides Captain Jordan had more than
undred employes at his comlliand. I directed Colonel Steptoe
ve one company entire if he deemed it necessary. He reported
the guard he left was ample.
Some time since I received an application from Lieutenant Derby,
h Captain vVinder, commanding at the Cascades, for a guard
party at work on the military road. I directed Captain
to furnish a small guard, if practicable, from his company
HEADQUARTERS,
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informing him that it was my design to send an additional com}l
to that point at an early date. The occupation of the block-houses
Captain Winder's company left him no men to spare for the
and I had determined, before I received the application of
Bache, with the endorsement of the general, to send down a co
as soon as I returned from my expedition to the north.
On the 16th instant Brevet Major Lugenbeel, with compa
9th infantry, marched from this place, with orders to proceed
with to Fort Dalles ; the major to assume the command of tha
and then to detach a subaltern and seventeen men to occupy the
house at the upper Cascades ; Captain Winder to occupy the
block-house, detailing a subaltern and thirteen men to remain
stantly encamped with the party under Lieutenant Derby. The
central block-house I have ordered to be abandoned, on the relJ~resent.a
tions of Captain Winder that it is entirely unnecessary, an that
people living there keep the party of soldiers drunk all the time;
his best men cannot be relied upon.
Very respectfully, your most obedient servant,
G WRIGHT,
Colonel 9th InJantry, Commanding.
Major W. W. 1\iACKALL,
A . .A. Gen., Headquarters, Dept. Pacific, Benicia, Cal.

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE PACIFIC,
Benicia, .August 19, 185'6,
CoLONEL: By some accident I received no letters from
Wright by the last mail from Oregon.
As I anticipated in my report of the 4th instant to the Lieu
General and the War Department, Governor StevenR' volunteers
ceeded in their mission to the vValla-Walla country. From t ·
ports, as published in the Oregon papers, it appears that they at
a party of Indians at Grande Ronde, some thirty or forty miles
Walla-vValla, in Oregon Territory, when they defeated the In ·
destroyed their supplies, and captured tl-.ree hundred horses.
whole object being to plunder the Indians and prolong the war,
onel Wright was ordered with all possible despatch to that cou
with orders to arrest, disarm, and send the volunteers out of
country.
Although their attack and plundering of the Indians may i
our troubles, I do not apprehend any difficulty in bringing the I
to terms. The Indians are anxious for peace. Governor Stevens
the satellites of Governor Curry are not for peace, but a lonO'0
and a war of extermination.
Herewith I transmit a communication from Captain Judah,
August 7th, by which, now that the Rogue River Indians have be
moved, it will be perceived that some of the whites in northern
fornia are for making war against the Indians in that section of
country.
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If the officers of the army could have the expending of half the
oney appropriated for the benefit of the Indians in California, I
cerely believe they could prevent all difficulties between the whites
d the Indians. From the complaints from all quarters against the
dian Department in California, I can arrive at no other conclusion
an that the affairs of the department arc not judiciously nor efficitly managed.
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JOHN E. WOOL,
Ma}or General.
Lieutenant Colonel L. THOMAS,
Asst. AdJt. Gen., Headquarters of tl~e anny, New York city.

FoRT JONES, CALIFORNIA,
August 7, 1856.
Srn: I have the honor to report that the command of this post was
linquished to me by Brevet Major Wise, 3d artillery, this morning,
d that shortly thereafter I received a copy of the Yreka Union of
is date, an extract from which I take the liberty to enclose.
As a truthful statement o£ occurrences, I cannot believe the artie referred to is at all to be relied on, its inconsistencies being too
rominent to require notice, particularly that which makes a large
ely of Indians, flushed with victory, and through which twentyree volunteers were forced to cut their way for several miles, retreat
fore General Cosby and ten men. The statementt hat the voluners pursued and endeavored to attack the first body of Indians they
countered is significant, and entirely sustains me in my opinion of
e character of the entire expedition. I communicated to Colonel
ffee, pay department, while on his recent official visit to this post,
y views upon the objects of, and necessity for, the military moveent of General Cosby, and would respectfully refer to him, should
e commanding general desire it, for information inappropriate to
n official communication. That the expedition was unauthorized by
e circumstances upon which the necessity for it was based, is the
inion of eYery candid and honest citizen with whom I have conersed upon the subject. It was possible, through the exercise of a
roper discretion and judgment, to have ascertained the perpetrators
the murders upon the Siskeyon mountain (two white men) as of
at in the Shasta valley (one white man), the more readily so through
e assistance of the chief of the Klamath Indians, Alsk, who has
lways evinced a most friendly disposition towards the whites, and an
xious desire to maintain peaceful relations with them. When last
Yreka," he stated to Mr. Rusborough (late Indian agent) that among
many Indians as he attempted to control, there were necessarily some
ho were maliciously disposed, and, as I was informed, evinced a desire
aRsist in bringing them to justice should they ever be guilty of any
trages against the whites. From all the information I possess, it
apparent to me that the volunteer force under General Cosby had
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no intention of discriminating between Indians; neither ·would it
been possible to have done so, in view of its character, had its
mander been so disposed. Tho Indians in the vicinity of Kl
lakes are numerous, and if forced into a permanent hostile
towards the whites, would be unusually difficult to subject, t
the vast extent of marshes or tule in which they are enabled to
themselves, and which are almost unapproachable. Destined as
volunteers are to meet with reverses, or at least with inco
able success, it is possible that they may relinquish any further
cution of hostilities. Should this not occur, their prompt re
at least a temporary cessation of their operations, with a view to
peaceful settlement of existing difficulties, which I believe to be
ticable, and can be made satisfactory, is necessary to avert an
war of a serious character. I have resolved to take no ac ·
reference io the disturbances referred to, without instructions
the general commanding, believing that in this incipient stage
hostilities the satisfactory and peaceful termination is possible,
the volunteer force be rendered inert, at least until an attempt
negotiation has been fairly made.
The detachment of my company recently operating under L'
ant Colonel Buchanan, 4th infantry, in Oregon, has not yet
but is daily expected.
Should it be decided to attempt the settlement of the difficu
referred to by peaceful means, I would respectfully suggest that J
Rusborough, of Yreka, formerly Indian agent, be empowered by
Indian Department, if possible, (should he be disposed to uncle
the duty,) to co-operate with the commander of the United S
troops. His assistance would be invaluable, and go far to in
success.
H. M. JUDAH,
Captain 4th Infantry.

-raf·n-r·nrut l

[From the Yreka Union of August 7, 1856.]

First intelligence from the war against the Modocs-A series ~f engage•
ments-Death of Lieutenant Warman and Sergeant Alban-Tht
killed and wmtnded-Narrow escape of General Cosby-Loss of tht
Indians-Th~ Indians numerous and r;ager for the fight-Brave deatA
of Se1·geant Alban-Incidents, &c., &c.
Adjutant General Templeton, in company with several of General
Cosby's command, arrived in town last eveni_n g from the scene of o~
erations against the :1\fodoc and Des Chutes Indians. On the 25th of
July General Co~by despatched Captain Williams with forty-one men
to the eastern coast of Klamath lake. On the evening of the 29th
the main body encamped at the natural bridge at Lost river.
At this place the Indians were prowling around the camp during
the night, and shot several arrows inside of the guard) but without
doing any damage.
·
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Tlwfirst engagement.-The next morning, whilst on the march from
ost river to Camp :Martin, on Clear lake, the advance guard descried
body of Indians about two miles distant, in the direction of Tule
ke. The guard started in immediate pursuit. On arriving at the
ke they found a rancheria on an island about six hundred yards
om shore, and about fifty or sixty Indian warriors drawn up for
attle. The guard here dismounted, and charged on foot through the
atcr, which was about three feet deep. Before reaching the island,
e Indians made their escape in canoes. Their village, together with
lot of provisions, was burnt and destroyed. One Indian in this
akirmish was killed.
Second engagement.-On regaining the road, a body of mounted
warriors were seen descending from the mountain on the east, doubtless attracted by the burning of the island. 'rhe main command overtook the guard at this place, and Captain Martin with twenty-seven
men started in pursuit. The Indians were well mounted, and for a
distance of about fourteen miles the chase was hotly contested. They
nnally succeeded in gaining some high bluffs, where they concealed
themselves among the rocks, and the chase was abandoned-not, however, until Captain Martin's command had killed one Indian and shot
the horse from under another.
A man missing.-On reaching the encampment on the evening of
the 30th, it was ascertained that John Alban, of company B, was
missing. He had separated from the main command, and had been
cut off by the Indians. Scouts were immediately despatched to the
mountains, and during the following three days and nights the most
diligent search was made for the missing man. On the 2d instant his
body was found horribly mutilated, his gun and revolver lying by his
side broken to pieces.
Third engagement.-On the afternoon of the 2d instant a detachment of twenty-three men, under command of Lieutenant Warman,
were surrounded near Bloody Point-where the lamented Coats lost
his life in August, 1852-by nearly two hundred Indians. The savages immediately opened a heavy fire upon Lieutenant Warman's
command, who were compelled to cut their way through them for
a distance of several miles.
The loss in this engagement was:
killed, Second Lieutenant H. Warman; wounded, N. C. 1tfiller and
A. McAllister. The Indians lost eight killed, and several were supposed to be wounded.
Fo'urth engagement.-General Cosby, whilst on his way from Yreka
to rejoin the command, with an escort of ten men, di~covered the Indians named in the preceding engagement returning from the battle.
General Cosby and party gave them immediate chase. They broke
and fled to the mountains, but, finding they were being rapidly gained
upon, they took up a position in a small grove of cedar near the base
of the mountain. H ere they maintained their position until they
were driven to the bluff of the mountain. In this engagement one of
Cosby's command was badly wounded. Eight horses were captured
from the Indians, and several of their number wounded. 'rhe Indians
were well armed with rifles, and mounted on fine horses.
On the 3d instant General Cosby reached the camp on Clear lake,
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named Camp Martin; here he found Captain Wil Iiams and the
tachment that was sent from Willow creek to Clear lake. These
travelled :five days around the lake, and during the expedition f
a large body of Indians on the north side; but as they were near
water, and supplied with boats, they succeeded in making their
to an island. Two horses were captured at this point.
Incidents of the .fight.-Dennis Fitzpatrick shot the Indian
killed Lieutenant vV arm an.
General Cosby took from the Indians Warman's hat, and also
gun of a Mr. Miller, which was lost when his horse was shot
under him.
General Cosby was shot through his pantaloons and shirt, in front
near the thighs.
A private letter received from Major P. Murray states, among
eight horses that were captured, one was found belonging to
Howland. The saddle of the person murdered at the head of
valley a short time since was also found.

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF TilE pACIFIC,

Benicia, California, September 19, 1856.
CoLONEL: For the information of the Lieutenant General comma
ing the Army, and the Secretary of War, I herewith forward a copy
of a letter from Colonel Wright, 9th infantry, dated September 8,
1856. He has gone to the Walla-Walla country to superintend the
establishing of a post in that country, to be under the command of
Lieutenant Colonel Steptoe, and to visit the seYeral neighboring tribes,
to ascertain their feelings and disposition towards the whites. I,
however, apprehend no difficulty whatever with them, and certainly
not if the volunteers can be kept out of the Indian country. The
object hitherto has been plunder-on the one hand, the treasury of
the United States; and on the other, the extermination and plunder of
the Indians, who have a large number of horses and cattle. I do
not believe Governor Curry could have :fitted out a winter expedition
against the Walla-vVallas, but from the fact that they had a great
number of horses and cattle, by the capture of which the volunteers
expected a large remuneration. This information is from sources not
to be doubted.
By the next steamer I will transmit a report of the treatment and
management of Indian affairs in California. It was my intention to
have transmitted it by the steamer of the 20th instant, but delayed
in consequence of not receiving i91portant information anticipated.
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JOHN E. vVOOL,
JJ1aJor General.
Lieut. Colonel L. THOMAs, A. A. G.,
Headquarters of the Army, New York.
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Department of the Pacific, Fort Vancouver} W. T., Sept. 8, 1856.
MAJOR: Since my last communication, on the 25th ultimo, all of
Indians both at this place and the Cascades have been removed to
vVhite Salmon river, where they are fishing, and making preparafor the coming winter. An agent will remain with them.
Everything is perfectly quieti 1 the Yakima country. From Colonel
Steptoe I have received no official information; I learn, however, by
the express from the superintendent of Indian affairs, that the colonel
had proceeded without any difficulty, and would doubtless reach his
position on the 3d instant ; possibly I may hear from him before the
steamer leaves.
Governor Stevens was on the Mill creek with a small detachment of
volunteers unrler Colonel Shaw. A pack-train despatched by the
governor for vValla-Walla, in advance of the command of Colonel
Steptoe, had been captured by the Indians. It appears that the train
(a small one) was accompanied by forty· one men, and at the time of
£eing attacked by the Indians was within a few miles of the camp of
Colonel Shaw, and wil;hin view from his camp. It is reported that
the Indians numbered seventy-five, and belonged to the tribes engaged
in the affair with Shaw's volunteers in July. Bad management
caused the loss of the train; no effort was made to drive off the Indians; the men sheltered themselves behind their packs and animals
after dark, and then made a precipitate retreat to Colonel Shaw's
eamp, leaving everything in the hands of the enemy. I learn that
a detachment was advanced from the camp to succor the train, but
from some unknown cause it did not reach its destination.
The superintendent of Indian affairs has taken up to Walla- Walla
supply of provisions and presents for the Indians, and Nez Perce8
and other Indians were coming to a council to be held about the time
of the arrival of Colonel Steptoe with his command.
Notwithstanding all these little contre-temps, I doubt not of the
timate success of our arrangements for the pacification of all the
ian tribes.
Very respectfully, your most obedient servant,
G. WRIGHT,
Colonel 9th Infantry, Commanding.
:Major W. W. MAcKALL, A. A. G.,
Headquarters, Department of tlw Pacific, Benicia, California.

HEADQUARTERS, DEPARTMENT OF THE pACIFIC,

Benicia, California, September 3, 18561
Since my communication of the 19th of August, I have
'vecl communications from Colonel George Wright, 9th infantry,
the 25th and 27th of July, and 3d, 17th, and 24th (two) of August,
· of which are herewith enclosed; all of which I would commend
the attention of the Lieutenant General commanding the Army and
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the Secretary of \Var. I also enclose a copy of instructions to
\Vright, dated the 1st instant.
By Colonel Wright's letter of the 17th August, it will be p
t11at "Governor Stevens has countermanded his requisition for
additional companies of volunteers, and those now in the field wil
required forthwith to leave the country." Se8 my communi
addressed to the headquarters of the army, dated 4th and 19th
gust; also a copy of instructions, already forwarded to the headq
ters of the army, to Colonel \Vright, dated the 3d of July. It
also be seen by the letter of August 24th, that Colonel vVrjght
recovered uninjured the howitzer abandoned by Major Haller.
I have never doubted for a moment that as soon as the volunteers
ceased. their depredations and savage barbarities on the Indians, ar
rangements could be made satisfactory to all concerned. Nothing it
required but common justice and the ordinary feelings of humanity
be extended to the Indians, to keep them quiet and to preserve
peace of the country. The object of the war has been, from the
mencement, one of plunder of the Indians and the treasury of
United States, p1ompted by political and pecuniary considera ·
not doubting, in consequence of the appropriation of $900)000 on
count of a pretended Indian war in California, and the appropria
of $70,000 on account of a small Indian fight in the Rogue river coun
try, that Congress would, no matter how great the expense, pay the
bill. The advocates of the war, in reference to the expense, have uni·
formly referred to the California appropriation as conclusive evidence
that the expenses of the recent war would be paid by the U nite<l States.
Hence, powers not conferred on the President of the United States
were assumed by Governors Curry and Stevens in raising volunteers
and marching them beyond their own jurisdiction, and making war
on Indians peaceably inclined, and who would not have made war on
the whites if they had not been attacked. All of which is respectfully
submitted.
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
·
JOHN E. vVOOL,
MaJor General.
Lieut. Col. L. THOMAS, A. A. G.,
Headquarters of the A1·rny, New York.

[No. 20.]

N. DISTRICT, DEPT. OF THF PACIFIC,
Carnp on the Atah-narn Creel~, TV T.,
July 25, 185\3.
Sm.: On the 21st instant, I marched from the "Kittetas," with one
carnpany of artillery, two of infantry, and a detachment of dragoons,
leaving :Major Garnett with three companies and a detachment of
tTfenty-five dragoons. I brought with me a party of Des Chutes In·
dians, with their families, whom I have permitted to fish at the Colurn.bia river, on the north side, above the Dalles. I also brought a party
HEADQUARTERS,
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Klikitats, with their families. They are to halt on the To-po-nish,
short distance below, where the road crosses. They can obtain subtence by fishing, digging roots, &c.
I halted two days at Fort Na-chess, at which place I was visited by
party of Nisqually Indians, who were temporarily living upon the
pper waters of the Na-chess. Eight of the princip~l men came in;
e number of men, women, and children in their camp is probably
venty. They are poor, having lost nearly all their horses and
roperty, when they crossed the mountain last winter. They are
ery anxious to return to the "Sound," either to the reservation, or
ny other point which may be decided on.
At my camp on the "Kittetas," I lef~ Leschi, Nelson, and Kitsap,
ith a small party of Nisquallies. Leschi is the recognized chief of
ese people, including those on the Na-chess. They are all desirous
returning to the Sound, provided they can do so in safety. \Vith
egard to the three named, I some time since received a letter from Govnor Stevens, suggesting that no terms should be granted them; but
asmuch as they came in and departed in security previous to that
'me, and appeared determined to be our friends, I would not tal~e
y harsh measures, without having proof of their guilt. I can
tablish nothing against them worthy of death. I haYe no doubt
that they have, during the course of the war, committecl many murderst least so we would designate their acts; but they look upon the
killing of men, women, and children as a legitimate mode of warfare;
en of this, I have no evidence. I have written to Colonel Casey, to
~acertain from the superintendent of Indian affairs for this Territory
he will receive all these Nisquallies on the reservation, and guaranty
their safety. If the answer is in the affirmative, I will then send
ese Indians under a guard to the nearest military post west of the
mountains, to be from thence forwarded to the reservation.
Since I have been in this country I have marched over its entire
length and breadth, from the Dalles north to the We-nat-cha, and all
the rivers have been examined from the mountains to the Columbia
river. I have seen all the Indians, and they are now living only at
points which I have designated, either near military stations, or
higher up on the streams, to enable them to gain a subsistence.
They are all at this moment very happy, and fully convinced that their
true policy is to abstain from war, and remain forever our friends. I
have also dispelled their fears of Kamiakin, who has oppressed and
robbed them for many years, and should he ever return to this country,
these Indians will all unite against him.
Yesterday morning I left this camp at 3 o'clock, and, with a detachment of dragoons, made a reconnai~::~sance of this creek to its junction with the Yakima; also up the Yakima, &c. It is twelve miles
to the Yakima; there is no timber at all on this creek. From the
mouth of this creek to the mouth of the Na-chess, it is ten miles.
The Yakima presents the same appearance throughout; cotton·wood
all.(l willow in abundance, but no building materials.
T,b.is is the day I fixed upon to meet the Klikitats at this point.
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Our messengers have been gone nine days. If they do ·not come
to-morrow, I shall march on the next day for Kamas lake.
Very respectfully, your most obedient servant,
G. WRIGHT,
Colonel 9th Infant?·y, Cornmandina.
1\'Iajor w. vV. l\1:ACKALL, .A . .A. Gen.,
"
Headquarters, Dept. of the Pacific, Benicia, Gal.

[No. 21.]

N. DisT., DEP'T oF THE PAciFic,
Camp on .A-tah-num Creek, W. T., July 27, 1856.
SIR: On the afternoon of the 25th instant, the "Klikitats" all
into my camp, headed by their venerable chief Tow-a-tax, com
called Ni-ka-tan-i. They are direct from the Kamas lake, and n
ber about forty men. I have been in council with them for
days, and their conduct throughout has given me the highest
faction. Their promptness in coming in, and the frankness of
speeches, and ready compliance with all my demands, assured met
hereafter we may rely upon their permanent friendship.
The chief Ni-ka-tan-i and the sub-chiefs related the whole
of the attack at the Cascades ; it corresponds with what I had al
heard-that Kamiakin Lad sent a party of Yakimas to Kamas
and commanded that the Klikitats should join them with their
n1en, and proceed to the Cascades, communicate with the Cascad
dians, and; if practicable, gain them over ; then availing thems
of the moment when both steamboats shoulJ be there, to burnt
and, at the same time, make a simultaneous attack on the whole
kill all the white inhabitants, and hold possession of the place
K.amiakin should arrive, which he promised to do with a large
comprising all the Indians in this country and the borders of the
lumbia. They say that the design of Kamiakin was to hold the
cades permanently. By threats and persuasion, Kamiakin indu
twenty of the Klikitats to join the Yakimas ; the latter numbered
thirty. The whole party of fifty then went to the Cascades, and held
secret meetings with the friendly Indians, gained over the chiefs
Chenowith and Bannahar, and then made the attack. It does not
appear that there was any chief with the party attacking at the Cascades. Tho chief Ni-ka-tan-i says that the Klikatats have been suffering for a long time the oppref:lsions of Kamiakin and Ow-hi. They
have been forced to give up their horses and women, and suffered
every species of maltreatment withnut the power to make a successful
resistance.
I demanded of these Indians the immediate surrender of three Cascade Indians who fled with the Klikitats at the time I recovered that
line. They were promptly brought in and delivered to my custody .
.After a minute and careful investigation of their cases, I can :frnd
nothing against them worthy of punishment. Their own story, corroborated by many witnesses, satisfies me that they did not engage
in the murders. rrhat they fled, is true; but the defection of their
HEADQUARTERS,
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led them to believe that, if taken by us, they would all be hung.
it proved by the concurrent testimony of all the-;c Indians, that
Cascade, chiefs, Chenowith and Bannahar, set fire to their own
with the view of naking us believe that the enemy hacl done
I next demanded tee restitution of all the property in their pasbelonging to the wh ite qe, pie; that they should. live at the
I should de designat; not roam over the country without au; promise inviolable friendship towards the white people, and
oppose with all their forces any attempt of the refugee chiefs to
b the quit of the country; and, finally, to deliver hostages to
insure a faithful compliance with their agreement. These
· ns were all instantly and cheerfully complied with.
When I came over from my camp to the KittetasJ I brGught with
aoout one hundred Klikitats, who had been for some ttme kept
the Yakimas. I have now reunited them with those from Kamas
and over the whole of them placed the chief Ni-ka-tan-i and five
The main bo<ly of these Indians will live at the Kamas lake during
summer. In the winter they will move down on the Klikitat
, where there is but little snow. Another party I have located
the valley of the To-po-nish, below where the road from the DalleJ
Soon after I arrived in this country, quite a party of Klikitats
from Kamiakin' s people and came to my camp. They were
s to go back to Oregon, where they had lived before the treaty;
in the then unsettled state of the country, I had no place to~put
in safety; accordingly, I permitted them to go to the Dalles.
will now be brought back and incorporated with their "'own
e. The Klikitats at Vancouver will also join the head chief at
lake. By this the whole Klikitat nation will be reunited,
have the strongest faith in the friendship of the chiefs and.
I will guaranty that they will be on our side in any war we
be engaged in.
Very respectfully, your most obedient servant,
G. WRIGHT,
Colonel 9th Infantry, Command,ing.
Major W. W. MACKALL, A. A. Gen.,
Headquarters Dept. of the Pacific, Benicia, California.

HEADQUARTERS, N. DISTRICT, DEPT. OF THE pACIFIC,
Camp on the 1o-pon-ish Creek, W. T., August 3, 1856.
MAJOR: On the 29th ultimo I marched from the A-tah-num to this
, and since that time I have carefully examined the Simcoe valand I have come to the conclusion that my present position is the
desirable one for station for the winter.
front of us is an open plain to the Yakima river; and both up
down that river there is a good trail over a level country-one
· to the Selah and Kittetas, and the other in the direction of
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the Walla-Walla. On the To-pon-ish there are oak and cotton
and at a distance of four miles west of us there is an abundant
ply of the best of pine timber accessible with wagons.
This valley is much warmer in winter than any of those
north, and the Indians now at the Kittetas, and on the Yakima,
chess, &c., will all winter here. This is a central point. The
from the Dalles, Kamas lake, and from the north, all unite her
also from Walla-\Valla. The Simcoe valley is extensive, ........ ,J~\J.Jllll
grass for our animals and sufficient good land for gardening.
'J.lhe express has just arrived from the camp on the Yakima.
companies are there under Brevet :Major Haller, and everything
quiet.
I have received your communication of the 19th ultimo, and I s
c.arry out the instructions of the general as soon as practicable.
have abandoned the camp on the N a-chess, and ordered ColonelS
toe with his command to this place.
The company of dragoons will proceed to Fort Dalles to escort
.supply train to \Valla- Walla; and after its departure the infan
companies will march from this point direct for Walla-Walla,
reach there at the same time as the train.
Supplies are now coming up to enable the troops here to begin
onre to build huts for the winter.
It is out of the question to confine the Indians in this countr
certain district, unless the government furnish their entire su
ence. The whole country between the Cascade mountains and
Columbia river should be given to the Indians; it is not necessary
the white people. The Indians can subsist themselves if they have it
the mountains, the plains, and the rivers, each in turn affords th
food. In the winter they are compelled to live in the valley, and
strong military post will insure their good behavior.
Very respectfully, your most obedient servant,
G. \VRIGHT,
Colonel 9th Infantry, Commanding.
:Major vV. \V. :MACKALL, A. A. Gen.,
Headq~twrlers Dept. of the Pacific, Benicia, California.

HEADQUARTERS,

N.

DIST., DEPARTMENT OF THE PACIFIC,
Ji'ort Dalles, 0. T., Aug~tst 17_, 1856.

SrR: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your communication of the 2d instant.
After the receipt of instructions from department headquarter~,
under dat0 of tbe 19th of July, I immediately organized a command
to proceed to the Wa1la-Walla country and establish a post. Although the instructions only required three companies to be sent ro
Walla-\Valla, yet the aspect of affairs in that country induced me to
order .four. Company L, 3d artillery, company K, 4th infantry, and
company K, 9th infantry, were ordered to march from the Simcoe
valley, direct for the mouth of the "\Vall a-Wall a, under the command

SECRETARY OF 'VAR.

f!: Captain Russell of the 4th infantry.
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Company E, 1st dragoons,
as ordered to this post, to accompany the supply train to the same
· t. The troops in the valley have already been concentrated, and
march will commence on the 20th. The supply train from this
t will leave on the same day, escorted by the dragoons and a few
under orders to join their companies; the whole commanded by
t Lieut. Col. E. J. Steptoe, 9th infantry.
The companies now in the field have become much reduced, and
four companies I have ordered to the vValla-Walla, being the
equal in number the five remaining in the Yakima country.
r, as the general has directed that five or six companies be
I shall prepare another company to go up with the next train.
latest accounts from Walla- Walla represent everything as
quiet, and no further difficulty is apprehended after a milipost shall have been established there. Governor Stevens is now
on his way to Walla-Walla, with goods and provisions for the
ns. The governor has countermanded his requisition for two
al companies of volunteers, and those now in the field will be
forthwith to leave the country.
have made arrangements to remove all the Indians ncar Fort
to the Yakima country, and, if possible, I propose also oo
the Cascade Indians with them. I shall return to Vancouver on
20th, and as soon as arrangements can be made, forward the
· ns to White Salmon river, where they will be landed, and, after
g, up the river to Kamas lak~; they will winter in the Simcoe
. rl,here will probably be three hundred Indians to be sent up
ancouver and the Cascades, and as soon as I have a moment's
, I shall ascend the White Salmon and make an examination
that portion of the country, and also settle some little difficulties
existing between the Klikitats and Dog River Indians, with
to the fisheries on the \Vhite Salmon.
my presence in this quarter could not be dispensed with at this
ent, and the Walla-Walla expedition had been organized under
former instructions, I do not deem it proper to delay the movement.
Lieutenant Colonel Steptoe I have confided the expedition. Knowthat the general has the highest confidence in Colonel Steptoo,
bted not that my course would be approved.
have now one company of the 4th infantry and two of thB 9th
y encamped on the Yakima, at the Kittetas valley, under
of Brevet Major Haller, 4th infantry. In the Simcoe valley,
the To-po-nish, I have two companies of the 9th infantry under
or Garnett. lHajor Garnett is erecting temporary quarters for
accommodation of jour companies. On the A-tah-nam and streams
the north no timber suitable for building can be found in season
use this winter, and, as· most of the Indians would winter in the
valley of the Simcoe, I had intended to have bnt one post in
try for the ensuing winter. The camp under :Major Haller
proposed to break up this fall, and the companies to tall back
Simcoe; one of them, if necessary, halting at the A-tah-nam
hutting for the winter. Captain Dent, with his company "B,"
infantry, is now at work on the road from this place to the Simcoe,
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and it is expected that by the end of September we
wagon road all the way.
Very respectfully, your most obedient servant,

G. WRIGHT,
Colonel 9th Infantry, Commandin
Major W. W. MACKALL, .A . .A. G.,
.iJ)zp,.dg_uarters Dep't of the Pacific,
Benicia, California.

HEADQ.JARTERS, NoRTHERN DISTRICT,
DEPARTMENT OF THE PACIFIC,
Fort Vancouver) W. T., .August 24, 1856.
SIR T '8 commauJ
or WalL -Walla, under Brevet Lieuten
Colonel Ste •tne, will probably reach that country by the end of
month. Our latest news from there represents everything as qu'
I have sent twenty-five thousand rations of subsistence to Wa
Walla, with a good supply of quartermaster's and medical stores, a
.directed Colonel Steptoe to proceed at once with the erection of tern
rary building~ for the winter.
On the 21st instant I received at Fort Dalles a party of Ti-ah
dians, numbering some two hundred and fifty. Elet-Pamah, w
other chie£'3 of these Ti-ah Indians, were in my camp soon after
reached the Na-chess, and they say that they are determined, from t
moment, to collect as many of their people as possible and come ·
The party brought in six or seven hundred horses, and all their pr
erty of every description. Their arms were given up to :Major Luge
beel, and the Indians transferred to the immediate charge of the age
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

G. WRIGHT,
Colonel 9th Infantry, Commanding.
:Major W. W. MACKALL, A . .A. G.,
Headquarte1·s Department of the Pac·ific, Benicia, Califo'rnia,

HEADQUARTERS, NORTHERN DISTRICT,
DEPARTMENT OF THE PACIFIC,
Fm·t Vancouver, W. T., August 24, 1856.
SIR: I have this moment received your communication of the 18
instant.
:My letters of the 17th and 19th instant will have informed you
the measures I had taken to carry out the wishes of the general.
]}fy latest advices from the Kittctas and Simcoe valley assure
that all is quiet in that quarter. From the Walla-Walla countryt
accounts are all favorable. Governor Stevens is now there, and t
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teers are coming down by detachments. Colonel Steptoe's comwill reach the Walla-Walla about the last of this month.
deem it necessary to post an additional company at Fort Dalles
early date, as we have in that vicinity" some fifteen hundred Inor Haller's company will be ordered to Puget Sound at the
time.
leaving the Simcoe valley, I succeeded in recovering the
howitzer abandoned by Major Haller. I brought it to Fort
; it was uninjured.
go to the White Salmon river as soon as the Indians in this
borhood can be prepared to move. Had I been advised of the
of the general that I should go in person to the Walia-Walla
before I left the Simcoe, I should have gone to that place dit having made all the arrangements, and deeming my presence
uarter yet necessary, the expedition was, as I have previously
confided to Colonel Steptoe. I trust my action in this matter
be approved by the general.
Very respectfully, your most obedient servant,
G. WRIGHT,
Colonel 9th Infantry, Commanding.
jor W. W. MAcKALL, .A. A. G.,
Headquwrters, Department of the Pacific, Benicia, California.

HEADQUARTERS, DEPARTMENT OF THE PACIFIC,

Benicia, California, September 1, 1856.
:JVIajor General Wool directs me to say tha.t he approves of
arrangements with the Yakimas and Klikitats ; that it is imt you should go to Walia-Walla as soon as possible, and attend
the establishment of the post in that vicinity, as previously
is also of the highest importance, says the general, that you ,
senior officer, (the chief man,) should see and talk to all the
in tha~ region, in order to ascertain their wants, feelings, and
"tion towards the whites. It is indispensable, in order to asthe causes that brought the volunteers against those tribeR ~
conduct towards them during their occupation of the Waliacountry, and. how the friendly Cayuses have been affected. He
you to ascertain what became of the property taken from Fort
vValla.
considers it equally important that you should learn the feeland dispositions of the Nez Perces towards the whites,
expects you to see that a sufficient supply of short forage for
dragoons at Walla-Walla, and the supplies for all your posts, be
lhAnorh>.rt to the posts, while the transportation is em;iest.
general thought three companies a sufficient garrison for Walla. You suggest four. He thinks that when you have seen true
Vol ii--13
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Indians in that district and ascertained their feelings, you will
to his opinion. Should you then, however, adhere to your p
opinion, he leaves the question for your decision.
The object of establishing a post in the vicinity of the A
:Mission was, that the troops might be in communication with
Pandosy. If the post at Simcoe is so placed as to secure this o
the general does not insist on a winter station at the Mission.
He hopes the officers, particularly the commanders of these
will treat Father Pandosy with kindness, and keep alive in him
dispositions by which we have so much profited in information.
Your letters of July 25, (two,) August 3, 6, 1 '7, 19, (two,) 24, (t
and 25, have been received.
I am, sir, respectfully, your obedient servant,
W. W. MACKALL,
Assistant AdJutant
Colonel GEORGE WRIGHT, 9th Infantry,
Commanding N. Dist'rict W. T., Fort Vancouver.

HEADQUARTERS, DEPARTMENT OF THE PACIFIC,
Benicia, Oal1jornia, October 4, 185
CoLONEL: Herewith I transmit, for the information of the
ant General commanding the Army, and the Secretary of War,
of a letter dated the 20th September, 1856, from Colonel
Wright, 9th infantry, relating to Indian affairs at or near Fort
Walla.
I do not apprehend any further difficulties with the Indians
Oregon and Washington Territories, and certainly not if the
of Governors Cuny and Stevens can be kept out of the field.
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JOHN E. WOOL,
MaJor t..:LJIY>L>~··nl
Lieutenant Colonel L. THoMAS, A. A. G.,
Headquarters of the Army, New York city.

HEADQUARTERS, CoLUMBIA RIVER DISTRICT,
Fort Vancouver, W. T., September 20, 1856.
:MAJOR: I have received full advices fi·om Colonel Steptoe as late
the 15th instant. The colonel has selected a position on Mill
for the military post. It is five miles below Whitman's old mi
is directly on the trails from the Nez Perces, Spokane, and
country, and controls the entire valley. Colonel Steptoe considers
p osition preferable to any other in that section of the country.
The volunteers have all been disbanded, and are now en route
the Dalles, except a portion retained with the Indian supply
but not as an organized military body.
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The superintendent of Indian affairs, Governor Stevens, was holding
ouncil in the immediate neighborhood of Colonel ~teptoe's camp;
ere were some four thousand Indians present, embracing the Nez
rces, Cayuses, Walla-Wallas, and the bands of Kamiakin, Schloour,
dOw-hi.
The Indians visit Colonel Steptoe without reserve, and he has been
ite successful in restoring their confidence in white people, which
s much shaken by the recent conduct of the volunteers. The govor was acting solely as superintendent of Indian affairs, and as
missioner to treat with the Indians, by the appointment of the
esident; and the moment the council is closed, he with his attendts will start for the Dalles, leaving with Colonel Steptoe fifteen or
enty thousand. pounds of flour for issue to the Indians.
Colonel Steptoe says that it is impossible for him to foresee the
ult of the council, but he apprehends nothing of much importance,
r any injury to our existing friendly relations.
From the best information to be had, Colonel Steptoe is of opinion
t there are no emigrants en 'route to WaRbington or Oregon Terri~
y via Fort Boise. The Nez Perces and Snakes know nothing of
being on the road. However, the moment the council adjourns,
ich would probably be on the 16th or 17th, the dragoons would be
ton the road to make inquiries.
n the whole, everything wears a favorable aspect, and I doubt not,
en the regular troops are once permanently established in the
ntry, that a good understanding will be had with all the Indians,
peace established on a firm basis ; and to no one could this imt~mt duty more safely be intrusted than to the present commander
"fl all a-Wall a.
n the Simcoe valley all is quiet; Major Garnett is vigorously pushforward the erection of quarters and storehouses for his eommand
ensuing winter. Brevet Major Haller, 4th infantry, with his corny, will probably reach here within five days; a vessel awaits his
'val to transport him to Port Townsend. I designed, at first, to
d Major Haller, with his company, to Puget Sound by land; but
the representation of Colonel Casey that he wished the company to
eed by this route to Port Townsend for the purpose of establishing
ew post, and to take six months' supply with it, I so ordered it.
cost of sending the company by this way will be no more than it
uld to transport the supplies to the new post.
t is respectfully suggested that the post established by Colonel
ptoe be called" Fort Walla-Walla," and that of Major Garnett
ort Simcoe.''
ery respectfully, your most obedient servant,
G. WRIGHT,
Colonel 9th Infantry, Commanding ..
ajor vV. w. MACKALL, A. A. G.,
lleadqu,arters, Department of the Pacific,
Benicia, California.

W. W. MACKALL, A. A. G.

196

REPOR•r OF THE

HEADQUARTERS, DEPARTMENT OF.THE PACIFIC,
Benicia, Oaliform·a, October 19, 185o.
CoLONEL: For the information of the Lieutenant General couam~Lnj
ing the Army, and the Secretary of War, I have the honor to
a letter from Colonel George Wright, dated the 2d October, 1
three from Lieutenant Colonel Steptoe, dated the 18th, 20th, and
of September; two from Governor Btevens, without date; and a
of instruction to Colonel George Wright, dated October 19, 1856.
By the correspondence it will be perceived that Governor S
by attempting to enforce upon the several Indian tribes assembled
council at Walla-Walla the treaties he negotiated with them last y
produced-a collision between the governor's party, regulars, and
dians.
Although the governor harangued the people of Portland, where
denounced the regulars and all connected with them, and may
caused a panic among the people, and possibly induce volunteers
to take the field against the Indians in Washington Territory, I
apprehend any serious difficulty. I cannot doubt if Colonel
conducts his operations, which he should have commenced
weeks before he left for the \Valla-Walla country (about the 3d
tober) with energy and efficiency, that the Indians will be
brought to terms, and peace and quiet will again be restore
department of the Pacific.
The white settlements, however, are in no danger whatever
the Indian tribes in and about the Walla-Walla country. rrhey
not be reached from that direction. If the volunteers and the
tlers will only let the lndians alone) and keep out of their
they will not be molested.
It is, however, not to be disguised that every means will be
in the power of the political and pecuniary speculators of the T
tories to renew the war, in the hope that they may by such
induce Congress to make an appropriation to meet their en
scrip debt, amounting, as it is said, to five or six millions of d
In conclusion, I will simply remark that I arp. unable to
hend why Colonel Wright did not leave before the 3d of Octo
Walla-WaHa. By an examination of my instructions of the 2d
8th August and the 1st September, it will be perceived that he
ordered to conduct .an expedition of five or six companies toW
Walla as early as the 2d of August;
I -a m, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JOHN E. WOOL,
MaJor Geneml.
Lieut. Col. THOMAS, A,. A. G.,
Headquarters of the Arn~y, New Yorlc.
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HEADQUARTERS, CoLUMBIA RIVER DISTRicT,

Fort Dalles, 0. T., October 2, 1856.
SIR: I have the honor to enclose herewith communications from
Lieutenant Colonel Steptoe,:dated on the 18th, 20th, and 26th
September, which will advise the major general commanding of
state of affairs in the \Valla~ Walla country.
I fully concur with Colonel Steptoe in the opinion that it was unte that the governor should have held his council at this time .
....,.,,_LI.J.,,~"·,ug so large a body of Indians in their present disturbed
'on only gave them an opportunity of talking over their grievand forming coalitionA against us.
t the Indians required was rest, quiet, and a feeling of safety
our general protection. I allude to the Nez Perces more parly-a strong nation whose controlling influence is immense
hout the whole country; a nation which has been the steadfast
of the whites for more than half a century.
The Nez Perces are divided; "Lawyer" and people are, I believe,
y attached to our cause, but Looking-glass and his party
been drawn off by Kamiakin, Ow-hi, &c.
I am going up the country immediately; I shall take Brevet Major
beel's company with me. I have sent to Fort Simcoe for one
ny to be detached for temporary service at this post.
nnot say what course it may be found necessary to pursue after
· g the Wall a-Wall a. If the hostiles can be struck a blow, it will
done, and no effort will be spared to put a final end to this war.
All is quiet in the Yakima country.
I am not very well, but I trust to getting better in the field.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
G. WRIGHT,
Colonel 9th Infantry, Commanding.
'or W. W. MAcKALL, A. A. G.,
HeadquaTters, Dept. of the Pacific) Benicia, Cal.

CAMP ON MILL CREEK,

w.

T.,

.SeptembeT 18, 1856.
CoLONEL: The council with the Indians closed to-day.
I attended
''"'""'"'~"..... y, and was satisfied that Governor Stevens had effected no
assembling the tribes. The Nez Perces showed generally a disn to annul the treaty of last year, while the Cayuse chiefs were
defiant in tone. The governor admitted to me to-day that he
failed to accomplish what he hoped, but he charged his failure to
want of support he had received from the regular army.
cannot help feeling gratified that the treaty of Walla-Walla has
yet been ratified, because it is plain to me that an attempt to exeit now would be attended by resistance at once on the part of most
the Nez Perces, and ultimately by combined resistance amongst the
tribes,
0

I"VU,UU.JLUg
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Several of the Nez Perces and Cayuse chiefs came to my tent
day, and I told them plainly that my object in coming here
establish a military post, and thereby to preserve the peace;
would protect the good and punish the bad; that I would defend
rights against all aggression whatever; and that I had no dem
make of them or their people for anything that had occurred in
recent war with the whites. I told them, moreover, that they
cease fighting instantly, and forget their animosities towards the whi
What impression was made upon their minds it is impossible
declare ; but it seemed to me that they regarded us rather as si
and well-meaning friends, and not responsible for what evils they
to complain of.
One thing is evident to me; the minds of the Indians through
this region are much unsettled, and I do not question that they
plunge into open hostilities with us for a very insufficient ca
imaginary grievance, for instance.
The opposite policy of the regular and volunteer forces cannot
to have impressed them strongly, nor can that impression be fa
to peace, at least just now.
I must confess to you that, in my judgment, it is unfortunate
Governor ~tevens should have appointed this as the time for
his council, or that I should have been sent here while it was
unfortunate that he did not wait till the post was established a
influence felt; or that I did not wait tjll he had perfected what he
begun. As it is, he complains that I have, by not aiding him, or
not co-operating heartily with him, actually opposed him. This
be so, but I certainly have done for him all and more than my
structions warranted. It is equally plain that, by remaining here
long in council with the Indians, he has thoroughly embarrassed
and frustrated thus far the immediate ends I had to attain.
If it be possible, I hope you will let me have another company
riflemen at the earliest day. The necessity of controlling by a
force the Nez Perces and Spokane tribes cannot be overestimated.
they remain peaceful, those nearer the coast can be easily restrain
if they begin war, every inner tribe will necessarily unite with
I remain, colonel, with respect, your obedient servant,
E. J. STEPTOE
Brevet Lieutenant Colonel United St 1te8 Army.
Colonel GEORGE vVRIGHTJ 9th Infantry,
Commanding Northern District, Department of Pacific.

FoRT WALLA-WALLA, WASHINGTON TERRITORY,
September 20, 1856.
CoLONEL: I regret to inform you that a collision has taken
between the troops and portions of the Cayuse, Walla-Walla
Yakima Indians, assisted by a band of the Nez Perces. Tho cause
it was this:
I had designated an hour of yesterday when I wished to see
Cayuse and Walla-Walla chiefs, with a view to mutual ex]Jla:nat.wns
and a thorou.gh understanding for the future. Early in
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a messenger from <e Kamiakin" came and informed me that hiB chief
also be in attendance. But when the hour arrived, only Stickand Hugh-mow-lish made their appearance.
I discovered at the same time that the Cayuses, Walla-Wallas, and
tly two or three hundred, were busily employed setting on fire
only grass remaining to us on the hills, or encouraging others to
so. (You must bear in mind that these same Indians had already
all the grass near my camp and on the hills, for miles away,
a small pakh which waA saved by a party of soldiers sent ogt;
that I had complained of it to the chiefs as an unfriendly act.)
I called the attention of the two chiefs to the matter now, and stated
I regarded it as evidence of decided hostility, nor would I
talk" to them in consequence of it. They replied that they had
all in their power, but some of their young men would not listen
· counsel~ that th€y were in despair, and .would go off theminto the Nez Perces' country.
This last mentioned tribe had broken up their camp early in the
ing, and Lawyer's party were now on their way home, but that
Joseph (a rival chief) still lingered around.
Things \overe in this state when I received, about sunset, a note from
r Stevens,(enclosed,) who ha also started in the morning for
Dalles. I answered it by stating that in my present condition
dragoons could hardly be spared; I might let him have Captain
's company, but suggested that, as I had no train, and the
n of the grass made it necessary for me to move my camp
lll'll"lll/J~>•:·p, he should return at once, and I would use his train to get
the Umatilla, and place him beyond danger at the same time.
about 11 o'clock I received an answer (the other paper enclosed).
tenant Davidson was immediately despatched with half of his
ny, a howitzer under Lieutenant Turner, and fifteen riflemen
Lieutenant Wickliffe, with orders to attack the Indians sur. g the governor, and bring him back to my camp; which duty
dsomely performed, and the whole party returned about four
this morning. Lieutenant Davidson was assailed by the enemy
the way back, but he drove them promptly from their positions
sustaining any loss. Soon after daybreak the India,ns estabthemselves on the heights around, and beyond the reach of shot,
soon go into the bush and fired into the camp, but without doing
harm. A shell and a few riflemen dispersed them at once. They
all mounted, and, with such a start as they would have, I knew
be worse than idle to pursue them.
therefore directed a block-house to be commenced immediately, and
.. vv ....u ....
• .•vu. to have one company and a howitzer in it, with the stores,
move with the other two companies, and all our stock, towards
tilla.
seemed to be the only way of putting Governor Stevens beyond
, and at the same time of preserving our animals.
am, colonel, with respect, your obedient servant,
E. J. STEPTOE,
Brevet Lieutenant Colonel U. S. Army.
l GEORGE WRIGHT, 9th Infantry,
Commanding Northern District, Department of the Pacific.
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CAMP ON THE UMATILLA, September 26) 1856.
CoLONEL: The block-house to which I alluded in my last letter
finished in two days. Captain Fletcher's company was left for
garrison. One howitzer with twenty-five rounds and a detail
Lieutenant Piper's oompany were also left. I sa:w everything arra
properly, and then marched at ten o'clock on the 23d. ':rhe bl
house is very strongly built, with loop-holes and embrasures; a ·
encloses the quartermaster and company stores and one face of
house. Captain Fletcher would have no difficulty, in my opinion,
defending himself against all ~ the Indians in Washington and
Territories combined.
I must express my thanks for the aid given to me by
Stevens in constructing the block-house. He took a lively interest
the matter, and loaned oxen to haul the logs, and sent some carpen
to assist ours. It was thus that so little time was required for
work, and wt:; were enabled to quit a spot where there was no food
our animals.
I have with me the six wagons retained at the post. It is my·
tention to stop Captain Russell at John Day's river, to leave with
Lieutenant Piper's company, and to push on to the DallAs with
six wagons (empty) and a detachment of the dragoons. These w
I have supposed it best to load with oats for the post at Wall
I desire much to meet you and understand your views in the
conjuncture. There are many things I wish to say to you, to en
you to comprehend fully what has occurred, and to determine ari
what course should be pursued. In general terms, I may say that
my judgment we are reduced to the necessity of waging a vigorous war
striking the Cayuses at the Grande Ronde, and Kamiakin wh
ever he may be found, or of sending out for the chiefs and endea
to arrange matters satisfactor]y. Now that the volunteers have
the field, you must be the judge.
I send this by an express, and hope to hear from you before I
John Day's river. Pardon me for addressing you directly; not
ing whether Lieutenant Owen will be certainly with you, I
preferred to write direct, and so avoid danger of delay.
Truly and respectfully yours,
C. J. STEPTOE,
B1·evet Lieutenant Cvlonel .U. S. A.
Colonel GEo. WRIGHT, 9th Infantry,
Commanding Northern Dist,rict.

9!, P.M.
DEAR SIR : Your note has just come to hand. I think your
gestion of moving to the Umatilla good, but it is impossible for
to move back without assistance. We have around us over 300
dians. Send your dragoons and a portion of Fletcher's company
soon as possible, and I will go back to your camp.
* * *
Yours, &c.,
I. I. S'J.lEVENS,
Governor and Sup't Indian Affairs.
Lieutenant Colonel STEP'rOE.
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[No date.]
DEAR SIR: My party was attacked by the Indians about two and a
half miles from your camp. I am now halted on a little stream some
hree and a half miles from you. vVe have killed and wounded sevral Indians, and one of my men is badly wounded.
The Indians, who are now in our front, number, I think, about
250. This is the best estimate I can make. I shall move in the
morning and endeavor to make a day's march. But my train is large,
and there are a number of loose animals, which leaves but a small
force to charge the Indians. 1rhe attack was commenced by the Indians. I think your dragoons could do good service, and will suggest
that you despatch them.
Truly, yours,
ISAAC I. STEVENS,
Governor and Sup't Indian Affairs.
Lieutenant Colonel STEPTOE.

HEADQUARTERS, DEPART1IENT OF TilE PACIFIC',

Benicia, California, October 19, 1856.
Sm: Major General Wool has received your letter of October 2d,
enclosing those of the 18th, 20th, and 26th of September from Col.
Steptoe, and those of Governor Stevens, not dated.
He directs me to recall to your notice certain instructions heretofore given you, extracts from which are here presented, viz: those of
July 3d: '' You will recollect that you have nothing to do with volunteers or Governor Stevens.'' ''If you should find them or any
citizens in your way, you will arrest, disarm, and send them out of
the Yakima country." Those of July 19th: " The Hudson Bay
ompany and the present settlers at that place (Walla-Walla) will
not be disturbed, but you will preYent any others from settling in the
Indian country until further orders on the subject are received from
the government. The General wishes the instructions heretofore received to govern your conduct towards the two governors.'' Those
f August 2d: " As soon as you have arranged matters with the Yakimas and Klikitats, the General desires you, with the least possible
delay, to conduct an expedition of five or six companies against the
Walla-vVallas. No emigrants, or other whites, except the Hudson
Bay Company, or persons having ceded rights from the Indians, will
be permitted to settle or remain in the Indian country, or on lands
not ceded by treaty, confirmed by the Senate, and approved by the
President of the United States." "rrhese orders are not, however,
to apply to miners collecting gold at the Colville mines. The miners
will, however, be notified that, should they interfere with the Indians
r their squaws, they will be punished and sent out of the country.''
~hose of August 18th: "He further directs that you proceed in peron with a command to the Walla-Walla country, and, having done
so, made peace with those Indians, established a post there, as before
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directed, and cleared. that country of volunteers, you can then
to your headq narters." Those of September 1st: " He approves
your arrangements with the Yakimas and KlikitatR." "It is·
portant you should go to Walla-Walla as soon as possible, and
tend to the establishment of the post in that vicinity, as pre ·
directed. It is also of the highest importance that you, the
<>fficer, (the chief man,) should see and talk to all the tribes in
region, in order to ascertain their wants_, feelings, and disposi
towards the whites. It is indispensable, in order to aseertain
causes that brought the volunteers against those tribes, their c
towards them during their occupation of the Walla-WaUa co
and how the friendly Cayuses have been affected. He wishes y
ascertain what became of the property taken from Fort WallaHe thinks it equally important that you should learn the feelings
dispositions of the Nez Perces towards the whites."
On reviewing these instructions and your action under them,
General sees nothing wanting to the completeness of the former,
is at a loss to account for the latter. "Were you not aware,"
says, "that when hostilities had begun, and the troops been
to suppress them, the duties of an Indian agent (though a
ernor) ceased; that the power of regulating the Indians then
from the civil to the military? Your instructions were too p
be misunderstood. How, then, could you permit the agent to
cede the march of your column to Walla-Walla, to treat with I
you had been ordered to subdue?"
"You did not go in person, although again and again ordered;
to what end and with what instructions did you send Lieu
Colonel Steptoe to attend on the Indian agent, to wait his m
ments, and then enforce the revival of treaties, that you could
know had already led to war with the Yakimas ?''
"Were you not yet persuaded of the fatality attending every
of Stevens? whether as agent he made treaties with the Indians,
as governor he attempted to enforce them; that by the former he ·
cited them to hostilities, and by the latter protracted the war?
General has so often apprized you of these things, (the fatuity
Stevens and your authority,) that he cannot understand that
would permit him to assemble the Indians as an agent likely to
ther your viewfil, or hesitate to prevent him as an intruder certain
thwart them."
But this has been done; and the General earnestly hopes that
annoyance thus given to him may be the greatest cause of re
either you or he may have from the past. Warned by what has
curred, the General trusts you will be on your guard against
whites, and adopt the most prompt and vigorous measures to crush
enemy before they have time to combine for resistance: close the
and prevent further trouble, by keeping the whites out of the Ind
country.
He has sent 111:ajor Wyse's company by the boat which carries t
to reinforce you.
•
He has directed Mr. Robert Newell to report to you as a guide
interpreter. He is well acquainted with the Indians and the coun
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you are operating, and will prove highly influential, and in
useful. You will allow him per month whatever you may
te for the services he may render.
sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
W. W. 11ACKALL,
Assistant AdJutant General.
GEORGE WRIGHT, 9th Infantry,
Com. on Columbia river, via Fort Dalles, Oregon.

No.5.
REPORT OF CAPTAIN A. A. HUMPHREYS, TOPOGRA.PITICAL ENGINEERS,

the progress of the Pacific Railroad Explorations and Su'rveys.
WAR DEPARTMENT,

Office Pacific Railroad Exploration Surveys,
Washington, November 29, 1856.
At the date of my last report, November 29, 1855, the party
ten :tnt John G. Parke, topographical engineers, had just reto Washington from the field. Since then it has been occupied
l1lrj~nar1'ng the reports and maps of the survey, which are now nearly
instructions from the department, of October 2) 1854, Lieutenrke was directed to make explorations to determine the practiof constructing a railroad from the waters of the Bay of San
Cisco to the pl~in of Los Angeles by the Salinas river valley,
through the spurs of the coast range, which extend to the seacoast,
Point Conception ; or, if that was found to be impracticable, by
coast route ; to make certain explorations in the Great Basin, in
ion with the route of the 35th parallel, and to explore the
between the Pimas villages on the Gila and the Rio Grande.
ntion of the party being particularly directed to such examiin the latter region as would show the degree of practicability
structing artesian and common wells.
survey was commenced at San Jose, California. The route
through the Santa Clara, or San Jose valley, to the Pajaro river;
the valley of this stream to near its debouche into the bay of
; around the foot hills of the Gavilan range of mountains
Salinas plains, and the valley of the Salinas river, and up the
river to Santa Margarita, at the base of the San Luis Pass.
far, no rna terial obstacles were presented to the construction
1road; the Santa Clara valley and Salinas plains affording a
1y favorable location for it. A bridge across the Pajaro and
light earthwork at the terminal spurs of Mount Gavilan, and in
valley of the Salinas, between the mouth of the San Lorenzo and
Margarita, constitute the heaviest portion of the work for this
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distance of one hundred and seventy-seven miles. The maxim
grade required will be seventy feet per mile, for two miles.
A month was devoted to a thorough examination of the headwa
of the Salinas river. Reconnoitring parties were sent forward
examine the main stream and its largest tributary, the Estrella a
the Cuyama plain, or valley of the Rio de Santa 'Maria, beyo
while a detailed survey of the San Luis Pass was being made.
explorations about the heads of the Salinas· and the Cuyama pla'
prove that a line through this country would be impracticable .
.extensive basin was discovered-the Llano Estero-a tributary
the Tulare valley, which affords a very favorable pass from that vall
to the bays of :Monterey and San Francisco ; the elevation of t
summit being about 1,800 feet above the sea. The approach fro
the Tulare valley is over a plain for about forty miles. The dista
from this pass to Kern lake is sixty-five miles.
The elevation of the lake above the sea, according to Lieutena
vVilliamson, is three hundred and ninety-eight feet. It is believ
that a grade of sixty feet per mile will accomplish the descent fro
the summit westward to the Estrella. The average grade of Estrel
creek to its mouth at San Miguel is about twenty feet per mile.
The route was continued across the Santa Lucia mountains, throu
the San Luis Pass) to the seashore. A detailed survey of this p
was made. It is a sharp divide, composed of slightly metamorphos
sandstone and serpentine rock. The elevation of the summit w
found to be 1,556 feet above the sea. It is proposed to tunnel t
pass for three-fourths of a mile, commencing at a point about 200 fe
below the summit. The maximum ascending grade would be 80 fi
per mile. The San IJuis creek heads on the seaward side of this pas
and descends rapidly to the plain through a wide valley, flanked
either side by rib-like spurs from the mountain. The descent oft
stream is too great to admit the location of t~1e r.oad through or ne
San Luis Obispo; but, four and a half miles below its source, there·
a lateral ravine, from the summit of which the line may be carri
along the slopes of the mountains to the small divide between Corr
de Piedras creek and Arroyo Grande, a stream running to the Pacific
whose slope, from the point where it is reached, admits a railroad lo
tion as far as its mouth. From the summit of the San Luis Pass
the ocean, a grade of 100 feet per mile would be required for fourtee
miles. This section constitutes the boldest feature of the route b
tween San Francisco and Los Angeles. Lieutenant Parke is ofopinio
that for temporary purposes this pass can be surmounted · without
tunnel, by resorting to a system of short curves and heavy grades..:......th
greatest 200 feet per mile-similar to that adopted in the location
the Virginia Central Railroad across the Blue Itidge at Rockfish Gap
where the maximum grade is 275 feet per mile. The examinations i
the vicinity of San Luis Obispo having been completed, the regio
lying between the ocean, the plains of Los Angeles, the western edg
of the Great Basin, and the heads of the Tulare and Salinas valley
was thoroughly explored. The line adopted as most favorable com
mences at the Arroyo Gran<fe; traverses the Guadalupe Largo;
cends the Zados Santos summit; descends to the Rio de Tres Alamos,
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the spur between Rio de Tres Alamos and the Santa Inez river;
to the summit of the Gaviote Pass at Santa Cruz-elevation,
feet-and, through the lower portion of the Gaviote Pass and
' to tho coast. rrhe maximum grade upon this line is 100 feet
'le, for 5! miles, through the Gaviote canon. From the Emmmit
e Gaviote Pass (at Santa Cruz) to the ocean, the location will be
; requiring heavy work in earth and rock (sandstone) to keep up
grade. A lofty structure will be required across the Gaviote
, and a heavy cut through a salient point at its mouth. The
around Points Purisima, Arguello, and Concepcion is 14 miles
. It lies wholly on the terraced shore, and at no point is over ,
feet above the sea.
·
From Gaviote creek to San Buenaventura-60 miles-the character
the location will be the same as that of the route around Point Con~
'on, being near the shore, and on the terraces.
most favorable route from San Buena ventura or the Santa Clara
, follows the Semi plain and pass to the San Fernando plain.
Semi Pass divides the San Fernando plain from the Santa Clara
. A tunnel is proposed here, which will not exceed three-fourths
mile in length, and, upon closer survey, may be materially short. The rock is sandstone of easy cleavage. The summit of this
is 1,577 feet above the sea ; the summit of the grade, 976 feet
that level. The ascending and descending grades are light.
San Fernando and Los Angeles plains are separated by a narrow
The route from San Jose, on the waters of the bay of San
co, to near Los Angeles, is divided into nine parts. The
of each division, the maximum grade, and approximate cost
presented by Lieutenant Parke, as follows:
Maximum grades, &c.

45.50
71.50
24.50
32.50
33.50
58.50
70.00
396.00

18 feet per mile.
11 feet per mile.
6b feet per mile.
70 feet per mile.
100 fMt per mile.
63 2 feet per mile.
100 feet per mile.
60 feet per mile.
63 feet per mile.
A>erage cost per mile ..

Cost per mile.
$00,000
5f:l,OOO
30,000
50,000
117, 142
30,000
80,000
60,000
30,000

00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00

Total cost.
$1,177,500
1, 14L,250
1,365,000
3,575,000
2,870,000
975,000
2,680,000
3, 510,000
2, 100,00~

00
00
(JO
00
00
00
00
00
00

------ ----49,163 00

19,463,750 00

For the line via Point Conception, lSi miles longer, the maximum grade is 60 feet per
the average co~t per mile $60, 000. This makes the cost of the entire division
which exceeds the above $155, 000 and increases the total cost to $19,f23,750.

above estimates are exclusive of equipment. If we take a pro. al amount for this distance of 400 miles of the entire amount
for the 32d parallel route, for first equipment, we shall have
$1,200,000 to add. to the above, gilring $20,823,750.
examinations of the coast route having been completed, the
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Mojave river ancl basin were explored and found to have no co
with the Colorado river and basin.
Proceeding to the Pimas villages, the initial point of the "l"Clt'f'\nn,o~
sance, a division of the party was made; one-half proceeding
son, San Xavier, and the Cienega de los Pimas, to the river San
and the other up the Gila and San Pedro valleys. In his
1854, Lieutenant Parke suggested the probability of finding a
route fi·om the Valle de Sauz to the Gila valley, by passing between
Chiricabui mountains and Mount Graham, and continuing th
a northwesterly direction, along the western base of Mount
to the Gila. His views in this respect were fully confirmed by
examinations of the division of the party retained under his
command. Following the Gila river to the mouth of the San P
a favorable route was found for nearly the entire distance. The
of the San Pedro proved to be wide and open; presenting no·
ment to a rail or wagon road. There was an abundance of
grass, and excellent soil, but no growth suitable for timber,
sufficient for fuel. Twelve miles from the mouth a large tri
was encountered, coming in from the east, and a party was orga
for its examination. This party, descending the San Pedro for
miles from the Quercus canon, crossed the mountains on the ·
bank to the plains west of :Mount Graham, and pursuing a north
erly course for 36 miles, found the head of the "Arivaypa," as
newly discovered stream was called. The springs mentioned by
gent, in his notes of Hay's trip, were found in the Plaza de los p·
and a reconnaissance was made of Nugent's Pass. The main de,
ment passed through the Puerto del Dado, and the smaller t
the wide pass between the Chiricahui mountains and Mount Gr
the two uniting on the Rio Sau.z, about 15 miles below the c·
Examinations made eastward, across the Peloncillo (Sugarloaf)
tains, resulted in the discovery of an excellent pass for a railroad
a more direct line than that of the route of 1854. From this
of mountains an easterly course was pursued, and connexion mad
the former survey about 15 miles west of the point where
Cooke's emigrant road diverges to the south west.
The route between the Rio Grande and the Pimas villages may
divided into three parts-from the Rio Grande to the Valle de S
from the Yalle de Sauz to the mouth of the San Pedro ; and from
mouth of the San Pedro to the Maricopa wells.
lsr DIVISION. FTom the Rio GTande to the Valle de Sauz.-From t
Rio Grande the line ascends the mesa on the right bank by a grade
60 feet per mile, and pursues a nearly direct westerly course, passing
north of Sierra Florida, and 12 miles south of Cooke's spring, crossing
the Mimbres bed 21 miles below the sink of the water, and pa ·
through the lowest p9ints of the great depression which char
the plateau of the Sierra Madre upon this route. The summit of
plateau is crossed near Cooke's emigrant road. The line then
ceeds due west to the Sauz valley, through a pass in the Pv .. u·u.v,, .... ;
range, (Sugarloaf,) about 4 miles south of the Sugarloaf Peak.
maximum grade upon this d ision is 64.4 feet per mile. The
elevation of the plateau is about 4,400 feet above the s~a. The
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af the Florida Pass of the Sierra 1\'ladre, and of the Peloncilla
, are respectively 4,600, 4,600, and 4,481 feet above the sea. The
urn grade (64.4 feet, is from ~the Peloncilla summit to the Sauz
DIVISION. From El Sa~tz to the mouth of the San Pedro.-From
Sauz the line is projected through the Railroad Pass-the wide
'ng between the ChiricahuiandPinaleno (Mount Graham) ranges' northwesterly, along the Pinaleno plain to the Arivaypa
y; down this valley to the San Pedro and to the Gila. The sumof the Railroad Pass is 4,600 feet above the sea, 582 feet lower
the Puerto del Dado, and is without doubt several hundred feet
than any other Pass through this range of mountains, south of
Gila. The Pinaleno plain has a mean elev<'1tion of about 4,400
The descent of the Arivaypa to the canon through the Calitro
ins is about 40 feet per mile for 31 miles ; the grade through
canon and the San Pedro is 60.3 feet per mile, and thence to the
14.4 feet per mile.
DIVISION. From the mouth of the San Pedro to ]faricopa wells.division passes along the valley of the Gila, and presents a favorlocation, except at about four points where salient spurs obstruct
stream. These are thin, and can be easily removed by blasting.
maximum grade on this division is 15 feet per mile, and it may
'bly be increased to 20 feet per mile, in a final location, for a short
The distance from the Rio Grande at Fort Fillmore to the
wells is 345! miles ; being about 23 miles shorter than the
by the former survey. The highest elevation attained is 4)600 feet.
For the purpose of comparing this route with others, and to form
approximate estimate of its cost by an assimilation to roads albuilt, Lieutenant Parke has divided the country through which
s into three characteristic portions, viz: prairie, rolling or
, and mountainous. The prairie section comprises that portion
will require but little more work than the adjustment of the
for the reception of the rails ; the hilly or rolling, that portion
will require light earthwork and little or no rock cutting ; and
mountainous, the bolder features of the line, where side locations
heavy earth and rock work will be necessary. The respective
of these divisions are :
Of prairie ................. ............................... . 230 miles.
Of rolling ................................................ .
65 "
Of mountainous ....•....................................
50 "

Total .......................................... .

345 miles.

e longest line of continuous prairie route is 130 miles, and the
t 25 miles.
longest ]jne of rolling route is 30 miles, and the shortest 5
longest line of mountainous route is 25 miles, and the shortest
estimates for the final reprot are not yet completed.

According
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to these estimates, so far as they have been made, the cost ofthe
sections will not exceed $30,000, $60,000, and $90,000 perm·
spectively, including equipment; making a total of $15,300,
an average cost per mile of the whole line of $44,000.
With reference to the supply of water between the Rio Grande
the Gila, Lieutenant Parke is of opinion that an abundance can
delivered on the line, at suitablA distances, by conduits from the
lowing localities: Cooke's spring, Hio J\riimbres, Ojo de la V
.Agua Fria, Ojo de Inez, Cienega de Sanz, Croton springs, at
Plaza de los Pimas, Antelope) Dove, and Castro springs, and
springs, at the head of the .Arivaypa. The above localities are
manent watering-places, and have never been known to fail, no.
standing the drains upon them by evaporation, by large
stock en route for the Pacific coast, and the frequent visits of
wandering Apaches. It is well known that while little ra·
delivered upon the plains and valleys during the rainy season,
clouds are nearly always hovering over the mountains, di
copious showers, furnishing abundant supplies to the springs
streams enumerated. The longest distance between the points
can be supplied with certainty from permanent water, is fi
n1iles. This occurs between Ojo de Inez and Ciencga de Sauz;
there are two points in the Pyramid Basin-one east and one w
the Pyramid Range-where. there is every reason to conclude
ample supplies of water can be procured by common or artesian
The distances between the water· stations proposed along the line
as follows:
From Rio Grande to station 1, 35 miles.
From station 1 to station ..,2, 19
"
<l, 15
"
" 2
"
''
4, 22
"
"
"
" 43
5, 17
"
"
"
" 5
6, 10
"
"
"
"
7, 20
"
"
"
" 6
8, 21
"
"
" 87
"
9, 28
"
"
"
" 10,
29
9
"
"
"
"
The supply of timber along this route is scanty. Cedar and
are found in the Coppermine mountains and near the sources
Mimbres. The valleys of the Santa Cruz and the Gila contain
groves of mezquite, which, particularly in the former locali
furnish a large number of excellent cross-ties. Cottonwood in
quantities is found in nearly all the valleys where watercourses
There is not timber enough along the line, within fifty miles
way, to supply its demands.
The improvements in the former route made by this survey
be stated in brief to be : A more direct railroad line between
Pimas villages and the Rio Grande, with lighter grades, fewer
mits, less elevation, greater supply of water, avoidance of a
jornada, and the introduction of cultivable valleys. It is pro
from the form and geological structure of the basins and plains,
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wells may be made to furnish abundant supplies of water at
not too great for the economical working of passenger trains.
been indicated that in some localities artesian wells may be reto if needed.
a post-route, Lieutenant Parke is of opinion that the route of the
-second parallel presents many advantages. By the construeof water stations at suitable distances, and by providing relays
various points, the mails C·' uld be transmitted from the Mississippi
San Diego in less than thirty days.
In addition to the results of his own examinations near the thirtyparallel, Lieutenant Parke presents those of a detailed instrusurvey from the bay of San Diego through Warner's Pass to
Colorado desert, made by Uharles Poole, esq., civil engineer,
the direction of the San Diego and Gila Railroad Company, orunder the authority of the legislature of California. Beginat San Diego, this line ascends the San Diego river to San Isabel,
through the valley of San Isabel and San Jose to Warner's
and to the Indian villages of San Felipe, and from this point
a canon, to the desert. The maximum grade-107 feet per
at the approach to the San Isabel summit. The grades to
summit of Warner's Pass are 102 and 106 feet per mile. The
nee from San Diego to Fort Yuma is 189.1 miles. The whole
is divided into two portions, the prairie and mountainous. As. gin his estimate that the two are equal in length--stating,
, that "the cheaper is largely in excess "-Mr. Poole says:
have ten miles at the western, and eighty-five at the eastern sec' to be estimated at the lower rate.''
probable average cost of a single mile of the cheaper
· , to put the road in running order, including
8QUipn1ent, he estimates to be................................ $14,515 00
for ninety-five miles ........................................ 1,388,425 00
for the more expensive portion, the cost per mile... 65,085 00
for ninety-five miles is ................................... 6,183,075 00
Making a total of............................................ 7,571,500 00
estimates of cost per mile are very much less than those for
ground in the report of Lieutenant Parke, and in other vVar
ent reports.
standa'r d applied to the two routes-the route to San Diego
arner's Pass, and that to San Pedro by the San Gorgonio Passgive about the same total cost for each. If the object is to reach
of San Francisco, the route through the San Gorgonio Pass
ble, since after reaching San Diego through Warner's
, at a cost equal to that of the route through the San Gorgonio
to San Pedro, there would remain the distance between San
and San Pedro-nearly 100 miles-over which it would beneto build the road.
· ce to instructions from the War Department, dated May
5, a party was organized by Lieutenant R. S. Williamson,
of topographical engineers, to examine the country lying 'JeVol. ii--14
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tween the Sacramento and Columbia rivers, with a view to ascer '
the practicability of connecting their valleys by a railroad.
The first 200 miles of the route-from Benicia to Fort Reading,
the Sacramento valley-pass through a settled country. The ave
grade could not exceed five feet, and bridges would form the only
pensive item in the .construction of a railroad. Timber and water
abundant.
From Fort Reading two routes to the Columbia river were ex
ined-one east of the Cascade range, and the other between it and
coast range. The former crosses the western branch of the Sie
Nevada by Noble's Pass-a difficult location for a railroad, as th
is an ascent. in a distance of 40 miles, of about 6,000 feet. A be
line for crossing this range can be had by ascending Pitt river along
route surveyed by Lieutenant Beckwith. A careful examination
the two canons of this river developed results less favorable than th
obtained by Lieutenant Beckwith, but nevertheless demonstrated
practicability of constructing a railroad near them.
The route beyond the upper canon of this river lies for about 250m
over a plateau-mostly sterile, though well supplied with wate
elevated between 4,000 and 5)000 feet above the sea. This pla
extends from the western chain of the Sierra Nevada, north ward,
yond the Columbia, gradually declining towards that river from
head of the Des Chutes valley.
Where timber is wanting in the immediate vicinity of the ro
which rarely occurs, the mountains bordering it on the west will
nish an abundant supply.
For nearly the whole distance the average grade will be less t
25 feet, though in a few instances it rises to 100 feet per mile. D'
cult work will be found near Upper Klamath lake, and between
and Klamath marsh, where some heavy cutting and filling will
requisite. At the latter place it will be necessary to follow the ca
of Klamath river for about six miles. Near the head of the
Chutes valley the party divided. Lieutenant Williamson, after
careful examination of the Cascade range in this vicinity, crossed
near Diamond Peak by a pass through which a wagon road has
made. Both the ascending and descending grades were found to
very abrupt. By the road the ascending grades were for 2! m'
231 feet; for 4-f0 miles 72 feet, and for 2 miles 42 feet per mile. T
descending grades were for 5 miles 23 feei; for 3-f0 miles 512 £
and for 2! miles 311 feet per mile. Below this point they were
less than 125 feei per mile, and they continued to diminish rapid
The above grades might be reduced by a side location to an ascendi
grade of 150 feet per mile for 7 miles, and a descending grade of
feet per mile for 16 miles) and perhaps even still further. There
be great difficulty in cutting through the dense forest. The sum
of the pass is 5,600 feet above the sea.
After crossing the Cascade mountains, the Willamette valley
followed for 150 miles to the Columbia river, the route being favora
and the grades light. The total distance from Benicia to Fort V,
couver by this route is 760 miles.
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Lieutenant Abbott, corps topographical engineers, examined the
Des Chutes valley to the Columbia river. The impracticability of
•~ 1constn1cting a railroad across or along the deep canons cut in the
by that river and its western tributaries was fully demonProceeding to Vancouver, the Cascade mountains were
-.icro!l:seu a short distance south of Mount Flood, through a pass discovby the party, which is practicable for a railroad, though probainaccessible on the eastern side. Through this pass an ascending
grade of 100 feet per mile would be required for 14 miles, and a descending grade of 123 feet per mile for 30 miles. The summit is
4,500 feet above the sea. For about 55 miles the construction would
be difficult and expensive. The pass is a good one for a wagon road.
Lieutenant Williamson was compelled by the lateness of the season
to return by water to San Fr "ncisco to prepare for a second survey in
the Sierra Nevada, near the head of Carson river. Orders were left
Lieutenant Abbott to survey the route to Fort Reading lying between the Cascade and coast ranges. After Lieutenant Williamson's
departure, hostilities were commenced by the Indian tribes on this
route, which rendered an escort for the small topographical party abtely necessary. The exigencies of the public service in that region
such, however, as, in the opinion of the commanding officer at
Vancouver, to require him to attach the escort that had accompanied the party from California to his command, and it was therefore necessary either to abandon the duty or pass without an escort
through a hostile Indian country. The latter course was adopted,
and, although the absence of the escort rendered it impossible to make
side explorations, the result of the survey proved the route to be more
vorable than was anticipated. With the means to make side extions, it is thought that a route might have been found through
fertile and settled country better adapted to a railroad than the
traversing the sterile region east of the Cascade range.
Through the Calapooya mountains, which separate the Willamette
from the Umpqua valley, an excellent pass was found; giving, without difficult or expensive construction, an ascending grade of 31 feet
per mile for 2 miles, and a descending grade of 66 teet per mile for 5
miles. The summit is 900 feet above the sea. In the Umpqua valthere are a few hills where the work would be difficult, but it is
ht that these may be avoided and a good location obtained to
mpqua canon. This pass, a serious obstacle to the construction
railroad, leads through the Umpqua mountains to Rogue River
Its summit is 2,000 feet above the sea. An ascending grade
be required of 207 feet per mile for 7 miles, with some heavy
cutting, and a descending grade of 192 feet per mile for 2 miles.
side location the latter might be greatly reduced. It is possible
an examination of Cow Creek canon might have developed a more
ble route.
In Rogue River valley the Grave Creek hills present the principal
e. By following Wolf creek to Rogue river they might probabe turned, but this examination could not be made. There is a
from the valley to the great plateau east of the mountains, which,
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if as favorable as reported, would make a good connexion with
route surveyed by Lieutenant Williamson.
Through the Siskiyon mountains, which separate Rogue River
Shasta valleys, the construction of a railroad would be very
The summit of the pass surveyed 'is 4,500 feet above the s~a.
ascending grade of 130 feet per mile for ten miles, with a tunnel
miles long, and a descending grade of 106 feet per mile for t
miles would be required. A better pass was reported, but again
want of an escort prevented the necessary examinations.
A recent survey made by a number of gentlemen from Shasta
determine the practicability of constructing a wagon road from Sh
valley to Fort Reading, by the valley of the Sacramento river,
that project to be quite feasible. This route was not examined
to the lateness of the season, there being no grass upon it at
time, and the animals being nearly broken down. 'rhe Trinity
which crosses Scott's mountain and Trinity mountain, was foll
and it proved utterly impracticable for a railroad.
By the return route the distance from Vancouver to Fort Re
is 470 miles.
Of the two routes surveyed from Benicia to the Columbia river,
east of the Cascade range may be considered practicable for a
road. Three hundred and fifty miles of it lie through a fertile
settled region, where the construction would be easy. Two hund
miles are through an unsettled and barren country, but where no
heavy work would be required. The remainder of the route,
side locations would probably render 250 miles long, passes th
a wilderness, and would require difficult and costly construction.
By the actually surveyed line west of the Cascade range, there
500 miles where the construction would be easy, 100 miles that
be difficult and expensive, and 80 miles impracticable.
The field work terminated at Fort Reading, the season being
far advanced to admit of the intended· exploration of the Sierra Nevada
near the sources of Carson river.
Lieut. Williamson and party reached Washington in January,
1856, and have since been engaged in preparing the maps, drawin
and detailed reports of the survey. These are now in an ad
condition.
The party under the direction of Captain John Pope, topographical
engineers, organized by the instructions of the department of Janu·
ary 5, 1855, to ascertain the practicability of constructing artesian
wells upon the arid plains of Texas and New Mexico, has continued
its labors during the past year. The region selected for the field of
its first operations is described by Captam Pope as extending from the
Rio Grande east to the headwaters of the Canadian, the Red river,
the Brazos, and the Colorado, with their tributaries. It is included
between the parallels of 30° and 36° N. latitude, and comprises an areaof abqut 100,000 square miles. The river Pecos flows through it in a
general SSE. direction, dividing it into two nearly equal parts.
Three chains of mountains generally, parallel, averaging 3,000 feet
above the plain and about fifty miles apart, lie to the west of the
Pecos, the easterly range (called at the crossing of the 32d parallel
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the Guadalupe mountains) being fifty miles distant from that river.
The strata of the valleys between these chains have been broken
through by the up-heaved mountains, and the ruptured edges lie
along their sides at altitudes from 600 to 2,000 feet above the lowest
lines of the basins between. From the notes accompanying the meteorological observations, it appears: that the amount of precipitation
for the year in rain and snow is from four to five times as great upon
the mountains as it is upon the plains. Descending upon the summits, it is shed along the faces of the hard rock until it reaches the
upturned edges of the broken and porous strata, through which it
percolates. The water is thus intercepted from running over the
country below, and forms reservoirs beneath the earth, which, if
reached by boring -at any point lower than the source, must rise and
overflow the surface of the ground. The division of the region referred to lying east of the Pecos is a vast undulating prairie, called
the Llano Estacado, or Staked Plain. It is a table-land., about 3,500
feet above the level of the sea, with a dip towards the southea5t.
There is neither timber nor water upon its surface. -It is subject to
the same influences as the valleys above referred to, except that there
is no mountain range at the east to correspond wit.h the Guadalupe
mountains, along the base of which the western edges of its strata
outcrop.
The first point selected for boring was near the 32d parallel and
about :fifteen miles east of the Pecos. The party reached this position
in the latter part of May) 1855, and the boring was commenced about
the first of June. In three and a half months the well was sunk to
a depth of 641 feet, through sandstone, marl, and clay. At a depth
of 360 feet pure and clear water was reached, which rose to within
290 feet of the surface of the ground. About 200 feet lower, water
was again met with; and at the lowest point attained, a third supply
of water forced its way up through the sandstone in which the boring
was being carried on. Here the rapid rising of the water so softened
and undermined the beds of clay and marl that the well caved in, and
it was found impossible to clear it. The details of these operations
were given in my last annual report. It was mentioned in this report
that the supply of tubing taken with the party, (500 feet,) which,
from the character of the formation, had been deemed ample for all
the trials to be made, had been found insufficient for this well, and
that Captain Pope was obliged to suspend further boring upon the
Staked Plain until he could receive additional tubing, and had in the
mean time proceeded to the ex<Ccution of the second duty assigned
him-that of ascertaining t e practicability of constructing artesian
~nd other wells upon the route explored by Lieut. Parke between the
Rio Grand-e and the Gila rivers.
The point selected for trial was ten miles distant from Fort Fill:more, on the plain west of the Rio Grande. The operations were
oogun about the 1st November, and continued until the 15th Februry, at which time a depth of 293 feet had been bored through a porJ>hyritic detrital deposit, slightly united by calcaceous cement, with
occasional beds of tenacious yellow and red clay. The boring, which
was very difficult, had not passed through this formation when the
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party moved to the Pecos to meet the new supply of tubing, the
val of which at that stream was expected to take place about the
of April. While the operation of boring was going on west of
Rio Grande, a reconnaissance was made to ascertain the pn:tet:LCaltnllj~y~
of boring artesian wells upon the J ornada del Muerto.
the opinion of the geologist, made it probable that, to be
they must be carried to the depth of 1,500 feet, where the carbon
strata would be found that outcrop on the mountains east and
of the J ornada. From this opinion Captain Pope dissented, and
reasons, connected with the thickness of the detrital deposits
stratified rocks, composing in part these mountains, which in
him to think that it would not be necessary to carry the wells to
than half the depth assigned by the geologist.
The point west of the Rio Grande, where the boring was made,
in the continuation of the basin of the Jornadadel Muerto; the
ness of the formation varying from those found in and near that
nada.
The party of Captain Pope arrived · on the Pecos the second
about the last of March, 1856, and resumed the borings for an ar
well at a point five miles east of that where the work had been
on the previous year. Commencing to bore on the 5th of April,
depth of 245 feet was reached by the 16th. Here water was en
tered, which rose 25 feet in the well, and remained at the level
which the first water met with the preceding year rose. The
supply of tubing was now needed, but it had not arrived. In my
portio the department of November 29, 1855, it was stated that
your directions measures had been taken to supply additional tub·
to Captain Pope in order that he might resume the work on the artesian well near Pecos in accordance with his instructions.
This tubing was prepared in Philadelphia, and, after being ins
by me, left there about the 20th January. It consisted of 1,2
of wrought-iron tubes, 3 inches interior diameter, with a thickness
little exceeding 1\- of an inch, cut in lengths of 9 feet, with
joints. As a precaution, 400 feet of 1!-inch wrought-iron pipes, in
lengths of 9 feet, with screw joints, such as are used for boring rods,
were sent with the tubing, as they wuuld doubtless be of use for other
purposes, if not wanted or not suitable for boring-rods. The tub·
and pipes reached New Orleans on the 5th February, and were s ·
in the steamer for Indianola on the 7th of that month. Long
occurred between Indianola and San Antonio, the roads being almost
impassable, and the supply of tubes, uipes, &c., did not leave San
Antonio until the 27th March, arrivin g at Captain Pope's camp on
the Pecos on the 29th April. As before stated, on the 16th April
the boring had been carried to the first water-bearing stratum, 245
feet below the surface, beyond which it could not be sunk without
the .tubing. With the tubes a depth of 450 feet was soon attained,
when the third piece of tube from the bottom gave way, spreading
outside of and partly enveloping the piece below, and rendering it
impra~ticable to continue the well further.
As much of the tubing
as could be got out was withdrawn, and the work again commenced
at the surface on the 20th May. At the depth of 676 feet the lo~er
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ttresm, nearly approached the preceding year, was met with, the water
to within 110 feet of the surface;
The supposition formed last year, upon piercing a stratum of dark
shale, that the carboniferous strata of the Guadalupe mountains
be entered near this depth, proved to be unfounded. On the
uly a depth of 809 feet was attained. 'rhe report upon the
lnd.1t1'cm of the work at this date states that 1,200 feet of boring-rods
had been taken originally with the party, but at that time
been reduced by breakage, &c., to 860 feet. The hope was
expressed that, with the use of the ash tent-poles of the
and command, (the country not affording supplies of suitable
) the depth of 1,000 feet would be attained by the close of
. .,n,.,·n ct if water~ was not sooner reached.
This anticipation, however,
realized. At the depth of 830 feet, the boring, after passing
• ar01:tgh strata of clays, marls, and soft sandstones, entered hard sand. On the 26th of August Captain Pope reported that the work
been brought to a close at the depth of 861 feet, as his boring-rods
been exhausted and all the boring material in his possession conThe tubing sunk during the boring was left in the well, which was
secured that the work may at any time be resumed. No new supply
water had been encountered below that met with at the depth of
feet.
It is to be regretted that the boring could not have been continued
the depth of about 1,000 feet, since there is great probability that
e supply of water, overflowing at the surface, would have been
, at or near that depth, coming from the permeable carboniferous
lying on the flank of the Guadalupe mountains. No informahaving reached this office of an anticipated deficiency of boringor boring material other than tubing, no supplies were sent by
except those already mentioned. · Previous to the arrival of the
· at the Pecos, some apprehension was expressed that it differed
sions from that taken to the field by the party, and could not
with the same drills. The diameters of the two sets of tubing
, however, to be nearly identical.
Geological and topographical surveys were made, in connexion with
· work, on the lines traversed by Captain Pope's party. The route
the 32d parallel, between the Pecos and the Rio Grande, was re' and the proposed railroad line modified and improved. 'The
,.....~.......... "'v mountains were examined for 75 miles, from the Southern
Peak to the Lymphia mountains, but no pass found so favorable
now traversed by th E- oad, (the Guadalupe pass.) A new exn of this pass has led Captain Pope to the conclusion that the
l&X1m11m grade, in following it, may be reduced from 108 feet to less
80 feet per mile. Water is to be found at intervals of less than
miles, from this pass nearly to Ojo del Cuerbo. Forests of pine
the summits of the range for 30 miles north of the pass, and are
found upon the adjacent mountain chains.
KAt.w"'~'n Ojo del Cuerbo and El Paso two new lines have been sur; the first passing the 'Vaco mountains, with a maximum grade
ao feet, and with a summit•level 200 feet lower than that of the
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route pursued in 1854; the second line lengthening the route 10
but reducing the maximum grade to 40 feet, and avoiding the
mountains.
It is reported by Captain Pope that an examination of the
Estacada has developed an unfailing source of fuel in the me
root which exists there in great abundance. The wood thus .........
is of a hard and compact structure, and varies in size from three
six inches in diameter, affording a superior charcoal. Specimens
the wood and charcoal have been brought in for examination.
A topographical as well as geological survey was made of the J
nada del Muerto and the country between the Rio Grande and
Mimbres, aud the mines of the Organ mountains examined.
Astronomical positions were determined at different points
the routes traversed, and from data collected by many months'
vations, a point was fixed in longitude near the intersection of
thirty-second parallel with the Pecos river, and a stone mon
erected to mark its position.
Elaborate magnetic and meteorological observations were
during the time that the party was in the field. These observa
embraced a period including the different seasons of the year, and
tended over lines connecting the low lands near the Gulf of 1\f
with the high table-lands of the interior.
The party of Captain Pope has recently returned to Washin
and is now employed in preparing detailed reports of the opera
that have been conducted under his direction.
The geological and other sub-reports which accompany the
of the various surveys will form the subject of future notice.
tain material valuable in its bearing upon the construction and
ing of a railroad, and in a scientific point of view. They are
referred to here; the object now being to present only those
topographical features which will be looked for with most interest,
chiefly solving the question of the comparative practicability of
different routes.
Certain maps, drawings, and scientific papers that were still in progress at the date of my communication of November 29, 1855,
which are intended to form part of the reports submitted by the
exploring parties, have been, with one exception, completed.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Captain Topographical Engineers, in charge.
Hon. JEFFERSON DAvrs,
Secretary of War.
ll,IJllll'll!
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ON THE CAPITOL EXTENSION, RE-CONSTRUCTION OF THE DOME, AND
POST OFFICE EXTENSION.
OFFICE OF THE ExTENSION oF THE CAPITOL,

Washington city, November, 1856.
I have the honor to report ~he progress during the past
of the works of the extension of the United States Capitol.
t the date of my last annual report, the marble facings of the
had been carried up to the average level of the attic windowa few pilaster capitals of the exterior had been set, but some
of the work were not above the level of the windows of the
pal story, and gaps, particularly in the eastern fronts, were unN one of the entablature had been set.
roof arches of the attic had been begun, and part of the iron
trusses of the Representative hall had been set up.
During the past year, the marble work has been levelled up to the
of the architrave. Much of the frieze and lower course of cornice
been set, and upon the north and south fronts of the south wing
upon the south front of the north wing a considerable portion of
cornice has been finished, and the blocking course of the balustrade
been begun.
large quantity of work has been cut for the connecting corbut it is considered better not to begin the erection of these
until next spring, when it is hoped that during th9 long rethe materials being prepared, they can be put up without interg with the convenience of Congress.
marble columns of the corridor in the basement of the south
ve been all set, and the cast-iron entablature and ceiling com-

DEAR SIR:
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e marble work of the vestibule of the Senate has been nearly all
and the workmen are now engaged in completing this apartment.
pilasters and their capitals, with the architrave resting upon
) are in place. The setting of the bases of the columns is begun.
work will be finished in a few weeks. The steps of the lower
of one of the principal and four of the pnvate stairs of the north
have been set, but the want of the large platforms, ordered more
a year since, has interrupted the work. There are a number of
cut, which will be set as soon as the platforms, daily expected,
here and are worked.
Some of the polished marble panelling, hand-rail, and balusters of
the principal stairs have been prepared.
Capitals for the columns of the House vestibule, and for the Senate
· · g-room, have been carved.
large quantity of polished marble skirting has been set in the
l4tittol't>n+. committee rooms and corridors of the building.
All the mantelpieces for the basement are finished, and most of
have been set. A number are prepared for the rooms of the
1)llrte:'tpal story.
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These mantels are made from original designs. Some of them
of Italian marble, and others of native colored marbles. None of the
Vermont marble, or of the Frederick county (Maryland) marble, referred to in my last report, has yet been received.
The beautiful variegated Frederick county marble does not exist
quantities sufficient to justify the attempt to quarry it, and the
prietors of the Vermont quarries have not yet succeeded in fillin
order given more than a year since. .As I write this, I hear
them that they have succeeded in quarrying a few blocks of a suitable size, and are about to forward them to the Capitol.
Messrs. Rice, Baird & Heebner had delivered, under their con
for the marble of the exterior, at the date of my last annual report,
184,433 cubic feet of marble, costing $287.851 40. There had al~~>
been purchased of them, for the work of the interior and for the statu..
ary of the pediment, not included in their contract, 8,166 cubic
costing $13,596 95.
There bad also been received 2,255 cubic feet of Tennessee marble
the stairways, and 1, 727 cubic feet of Italian marble. During the
ending 30th September, 1855, the whole quantity received was 7
cubic feet, costing $131,015 16. During the year ending 30th
tember, 1856, the whole quantity received is 76,286 cubic feet,
$169,055 12. Of this, 54,018 cubic feet, costing $97,082 60,
delivered under the contract of Rice, Baird & Heebner. Of the
maining 22,268 cubic feet (costing $71,973 52) 3,892! feet are
marble, and 14,911 feet are Italian marble for interior work.
remainder is colored marble, principally Tennessee, of which 2,925
feet, costing $20,474 43, have been received during the year.
The work done under the contract of Messrs. Provost, Winter &
Co., during the year ending 30th September, 1856, has amounted oo
$254,981 55.
Brickwork.-This has consisted in completing all the floor and roof
arches of the wings, building the cross-walls to support the metal
roof over the attic ceiling arches, backing up the marble in the exterior walls, preparing foundations for the marble columns, setting
mantels, building air-ducts in the cellars, and levelling up the floors
to receive the tile pavements.
Six stairways of granite, four desending from the basement to the
cellars, and two leadjng from the attic to the roof, have been built
during the year.
There have been received during the year 569) 786 bricks, in ad·
dition to 1,662,841 which were on hand at the time of my last annual
report, of which 2,012,627 have been laid 1n the work during the past
year, and there are now on hand 220,000. The whole number of
bricks laid in the building, thus far, is 18,346,658.
Plastering.-"!:t1any rooms in all the stories and many of the corridors have received the first coats of plaster. The last coat it is better
to reserve until the :final finishing and decoration of the rooms is to
be begun.
Floors.-Considerable progress has been made in laying the tile
floors ; designs of many floors in the principal story have been pre-
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and the manufacture ordEl!'ed. Those laid thus far are confined
basement story.
store-rooms of the south wingJ and the exterior ranges of comrooms of the basement of both . wings, are nearly all floored.
of this work, however, remains to be done.
manufacturer and patentee of the chalcedon, referred to in my
report as a beautiful material for flooring, has failed to fill the
for two small pavements given to him to test its fitness and his
to make it in quantity.
-The whole of the two wings have been covered with metallic
roofing during the year.
covering is of corrugated copper, secured to iron purlins.
the arches of the committee-rooms, the purlins rest upon thin
walls. The spaces between these walls will be used as store4

Over the Senate chamber iron trusses of 83! feet span, and over the
entative chamber of 96 feet spanJ support the corrugated copper
and the glass skylights.
·
ys will be roofed with glass supported on iron trusses
span, of simple and light construction, which are in place
IJortion of the skylight of the Senate is yet unglazed, and the
for the stairways has not yet been received, though expected
. It is being manufactured in this country, and the delays
accidents incident to a new manufacture have interfered with its
y at the time agreed upon.
rrn'YII.-?Ill'l?'l~ -The ceilings of the Senate and Representative chambers
cast iron have been completed. They are very rich in design and
light construction. They are supported by the iron truss frames
the roof. Those for the members' retiring-room and the rooms
the House and Senate are in progress.
The gallery fronts of both House and Senate are being made of cast
. Parts of them have just been shipped from the manufactory in
York, and will be here in a few days.
door frames throughout the building are of cast iron. Those
the basement are nearly all in place. Those for the other stories
in hand, but have not yet been delivered.
The window-casings of all the stories are also of cast iron. All
for the basement and many in the principal story are set. Those
attic are now being delivered.
:m·~()P.nf'I·?J,-The window frames of all the windows have been comand set. The sash of the lower and principal stories are glazed
set, and part of the sash of the attic is completed. The making
putting up of centring and scaffolding, making of doors and winframes and sash, have employed during the year a large force of
ters.
•"imJ•{,nt·u.rP-,-The models of the Pioneer and the America for the
t, both colossal, have been received during the year; the
for the Pioneer is here, and that for the America is on its way
the quarry. The remainder of the models have arrived in New
, but have not yet reached Washington.
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The Mechanic has been completed in marble-the group of Y
will be finished this month.
The Commerce, Instruction) and War are well advanced in
marble.
The bronze work for the doors of the galleries of the legislative
is well advanced.
Painting.-rrhe room of the Committee on Agriculture, in the
wing, has been painted in fresco with appropriate subjects. The
style of decoration, so far as possible, is being carried out in other
In the room of the Judiciary Committee of the Senate the
has been painted in distemper, with four small paintings in fr
the arches. The walls have been colored in encaustic, reserving
spaces for fresco paintings. This room is temporarily occupied by
Court of Claims.
~rhe room of the Committee on Foreign Relatione has been
pleted, with the exception of four spaces reserved for fresco pain
The ceiling here is distemper, the wall encaustic.
In the Post Office and Post Roads Committee room the ceiling
is finished. It is in distemper. This room is now occupied by
superintendent of the folding-room as a store-room for books.
The Senate Naval Committee room is being painted, the ceiling
distemper and fresco, the walls in oil. The decoration of this
is in the style derived from the remains of ancient painting in
baths of Titus and the excavations of Pompeii. Panels on the
are being filled with pictures of our naval battles.
The room of the Committee on Commerce is also in hand.
In the south wing the decorators are at work upon the rooms of
Committees on Public Lands and Territories.
The iron ceiling of the Representative hall is being painted
decorated. The beams and panels are being painted with posi
colors, and the mouldings generally of the ceiling and cornice
riched with gold and bronze, relieved by strong colors.
The effect, as far as the work has progressed, is very rich and
ni:ficent.
Warming.-The wrought-iron pipes for heating the buildin
nearly all delivered, and workmen are now employed in putting
together in coils, and in laying. the brick air-ducts for the supply
air to the various coils, and through them to the committee-rooms.
The boilers will be placed outside the wings, in vaults to be constructed under the pavement between the new and old buildings.
The plans for these vaults are arranged, but, as the boilers cannot be
completed before next spring, it is not intended to commence their
construction before the adjournment of Congress. They could not
have been commenced before this time without interfering with the
progress of the marble-work of the wings.
The following list shows the labor applied during the year:
Architect ................................................•..•.•......... . ..
Clerks ..................................................................... .
Draughtsmen ............................................................ .
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Days.

and assistant ................................................. .
8 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ••••••••••• ••.•••.•.•.•••••••

orkers ......................................................... .
ll,.no·n 'tll1'8,,, ,, , ,,, •••.,, ,, , ,, •••• , , , , , , , , , ,, ,, , ••••••,, ••••••••• , , , , ,,, •••

ers ......................................... ······ ·· · ······· ·· ······
·ve painters .................................................... .

291
3,533
628
791
710
618
5,352
14,468
1,832
760
3,040
575
340

gineer .......................................................... .
ists ............................................................... .
smiths .......................................................... .

teurs of asphaltum .......................................... .

378
1,159
1,234
7,608
7,631
2,957
1,353
191
575

s .................................................................. .
and carts ......................................................... .

33,193
363

' helpers ......................................................... .
·erre workers ................................................. .

6~

93,67'9

By contractors.
1,330
10,014
1,312
47,636
3,572
2,318
s .................. ·············· ·····················
23,472
1) 762
----

91,416

Total number of days......................................... 185,095
CASH ACCOUNT.

t available 30th September, 1855 .................... $747,918 80
appropriated 1st August, 1856. .. ...... .... ... .. .. . 750,000 00
1,497,918 80
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Amount in treasury undrawn 30th September, 1856 ...................................... . $635,000 00
Deposited with Treasurer of the United
States at Washington, and assistant
treasurers at New York and Philadelphia, subject to checks of superintendent,
on 30th April, 1856 ........................ .
71,537 51
Cash in hand for pay-roll .................... .
158 40
Amount available 30th September, 1856 .................. ..
Amount expended in year ending 30th September, 1856
The following appropriations have been made for the extension
the Capitol, viz:
Appropriation of 30th September, 1850 .................... .
Joint resolution of 14th April, 1852 ........................ .
Deficiency bill for year ending 30th June, 1853 .......... .
General appropriation bill for year ending 30th June,
1854 ...................................... , . .................... .
General appropriation bill for year ending 30th June,
1855 ... , .......................................................... .
General appropriation bill for year ending 30th June,
1856 ········· ..................................................... .
General appropriation bill for year ending 30th June,
1857 ........ , ..................................................... .
Total appropriated ......... ~ ............................. 3,425,000
Of which there has been expend.ed to 30th September,
1856 ............................................................... 2, 718,304
Leaving available for the fiscal year ending 30th June,
1857 ...................................... : ....................... .
Amount required for the service of the year ending 30th
June, 1858 ...................................................... .
All of which is respectfully submitted by your obedient servant,
M. C. MEIGS,
Captain of Engineers, in charge.
Ron. JEFFERSON DAv"'S,
Secretary of War.
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OFFICE OF EXTENSION OF UNITED STATES CAPITOL,

Washington, November 13, 1856.
DEAR SIR: I have the honor to report the progress of operations for
rebuilding the dome of the Capitol.
At the date of my last annual report, the temporary roof over the
rotundo was in place, and required only painting to be finished. The
upper and wooden portion of the old dome was partly demolished.
~he iron work and other parts of the derricks and cranes were nearly
ready.
As the removal of the lower part of the old dome, composed of
atone and brick masonry, would necessarily be attended with great
noise and dirt, and was not without danger to the occupants of
the rotundo, it was not thought proper to attempt it during the session of Congress.
There was also much misapprehension in Congress in regard to the
lans and estimates for the stone, and some disposition was indicated
n the committees to recommend a change in the plan which had been
dopted by Congress. For these reasons the work was confined to
completing the derricks, cranes, and other machinery, and to the casting
Of the columns of the peristyle of the dome. These could all be made
useful in any plan which might be finally adopted by Congress.
At the end of the session the machinery was all complete and in
place. One of the iron columns was hoisted to the top of the eastern
portico, for the purpose of testing the working of the derricks and
steam-hoisting apparatus, and showing the effect of the colonnade at
that height.
The full consideration given to the matter in Congress resulted in
an appropriation of one hundred thousand dollars for continuing the
work upon the plan first adopted by them. Immediately after the
adjournment, in August, the demolition of the masonry was commenced.
The exterior facing of the dome and of the rotundo wall, above the
oof of the Capitol, was of cut sandstone. The arch of the inner
orne itself, for about two-thirds of its height, was of brick, with a
heavy stone curb at the top, in which the wooden structure rested.
The stone work has been removed down to the broad projecting
exterior cornice, which, at a height of sixty-four feet above the rotundo
floor, terminates the vertical wall.
The brick lining has been removed down to the level of the interior
cornice, forty-eight feet above the floor. The back of the stone work
of the wall above the interior cornice is thus exposed. The stone
proves to be well cut, but badly set. The joints are not well filled
with mortar, and that which partly fills them is not of good quality.
The use of hydraulic cement was unknown in the country when
this masonry was laid. Many of the stones are broken by the unequal
settlement, and unequal bearing to which they were exposed from this
faulty construction. Below this level the wall is composed principally
of brick, with an interior facing of cut stone.
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In order to secure a firm and solid foundation for the iron
the brick lining which has been removed is being replaced by
work laid in cement mortar, and tied together with ho
bands.
The joints of the stone work are being cleaned out and filled
a grout, composed of cement and water, without sand. This
can be injected, so as to perfectly fill the joints and secure a
support for every stone.
The brick and stone will be connected by numerous iron cr
and by heavy iron ties let into the stone, in addition to the
iron bands) used in the brick work.
By this means I expect to make a capping to the wall of some
twenty feet in height, perfectly solid, and so tied together that it
act as one mass to distribute the weight of the dome over the
of the lower wall. Of the strength of this construction there can
no doubt.
The sandstone of which the outer facing is eomposed
under a weight of 750,000 pounds to the square foot. The
vary in strength from 360,000 to 1, 772,000 pounds to the square
Experiments which I have made upon small cubes of brick
mortar taken from the works of the Capitol extension, only two
old, gave a strength of 192,000 to 339,000 pounds to the square
Those five years old bore 700,000 pounds to the square foot.
These results so far exceed the strength required for resisting
crushing weight of the iron work, as to leave no room for anxiety
that point.
The most striking example of the tenacity given to brick work by
the use of hoop iron bond, is the experimental arch built by Brunei
the Thames tunnel. This was a semi-arch projecting from the face
a pier to a distance of sixty feet.. A corresponding projection on
other side of the pier served to balance it. By the skillful use of
iron in the horizontal joints of the spandrils, and of hard brick
cement throughout, an arch was thus projected from the side of a pier
e9-uivalent to the half of an arch of 120 feet span, with only ten feet
rise.
Part of the iron work for the dome is already delivered. The M
columns of the peristyle, 27 feet in height, with their caps and ba~es,
have been received. 'rhe shafts, caps, and bases have all been turned
and fitted together. Some of the caps have been fitted with their foliage and volutes, but this work is not yet completed.
There are two cast-iron cornices, with a row of enriched panels, 1xl
be built into the brick wall below the colonnade. The brackets which
support the lower cornice, and part of those which support the upper
cornice, have been received. Part of the panels are also delivered.
The plates and foliage which these brackets support, and which
make the profile of the cornice, are being manufactured in New
York.
The heavy brackets, weighing two and a half tons each, upon which
the wall and columns of the dome will rest, are about to be cast in
Baltimore.

225

SECRETARY OF WAR.

columns, capitals, bases, and shafts were cast in Baltimore,
fitted up in the work-shops here.
· g the approaching winter, the working drawings for the whole
will be prepared, and the castings made, to carry the frameup to the height of about one hundred feet above the rotundo
, and it is hoped that this work can be set soon after the resumpof operations in the spring.
will be required for the service of the fiscal year ending 30th
1858, the sum of $500,000.
Cash .Account.
t available 30th September, 1856 ................... .
ppropn'a ted in 1856 ............................................ .

$93,826 26
100,000 00

ed in year ending 30th September, 1856 ........ ..

193,826 26
36,911 41

ble for service of year ending 30th June, 1857....

156,914 85

nired for service of year ending 30th June, 1858. ....

500,000 00

total estimate for the dome is.............................
llmronn'ated in 1855.. ..... .. . ... .. . .... .. .. ... ... $100,000
100,000
1856.. .... .. .. .... . .. . . . ... . .. . . . ...

945,000 00

200,000 00
to be appropriated...........................................

745,000 00

which there will be required for next year $500,000.
Respectfully submitted.
M. C. MEIGS,
Captain of Engineers .
. JEFFERSON

DAvis,

Secretary of War.

OFFICE OF EXTENSION

u. s. CAPITOL,

Washington, November 15, 1856.
SIR: I have the honor to report the progress of the work upon
continuation of the Post Office building during the past year.
the date of my last annual report the cellars had been excavated
the foundations laid, and the cellar walls generally raised to a
to receive the marble and granite superstructure, except on that
of the east front then and still occupied by the city post office.
During the past year the basement story of that part of the building
ced has been raised to its full height.
Vol. ii--15
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The marble work of the basement on the west front is com
and the basement cornice set. On the north front the piers of
arcade of the post office delivery are not yet finished, owing to the
of some few blocks of stone not yet delivered.
On the east front the work is delayed by the necessity of lea ·
the buildings now occupied by the r.ity post office.
The granite facing of the court yard has been raised to the level
the floor of the principal story, and a small portion of the cornice
The granite piers and arches of the inner arcade of the post
delivery are completed and set.
The gateway into the court yard through the west front is
The gate arch is decorated with sculptured figur€s on the span
and a mask upon the keystone.
The cast iron ceiling of this gateway, and the cast iron beams
support the floor and partition w:;1lls above, are now being set.
The floors of the lower story have been constructed of brick
wrought irun beams, and part of those of the principal story are
finished.
A large quantity of marble has been received and worked, but
not yet be set for want of blocks to occupy lower places in the walls.
Some of the work of the attic story is completed.
The cellar of the pavilion in the court yard has been exca
the foundation of concrete laid, and the cellar walls are now b
built. The construction of the iron roof of thi~ pavilion is begun.
The cast iron ceiling for this room, and for the large upper room
the centre of the north front, are now being manufactured, and
be ready by the time the walls are prepared.
Cast iron door and window casings are also in progress.
The supply of marble and granite has not been as regular as
desirable. Much greater progress could have been made in the
had we been able to obtain materials regularly and abundantly.
The marble for the east and west fronts comes from the quarries
J. F. Connolly, Baltimore county, Maryland. Of this there
been delivered, on the 30th of September, 15,485 cubic feet.
The marble of the north front is from the quarries of the Lee
Quarrying Company, Berkshire county, Massachusetts. They had
delivered, on the 30th September, 5,418 cubic feet.
The granite is from the quarries of Sumwalt & Green, on the
Patapsco. They had delivered on the 30th of Ssptember 14,164 cubic
feet.
There was received, also, from Maine 4)346 cubic feet of granite of
an inferior quality, which was used in the cellar walls.
There have been received 883,527 bricks, (including 33,362 cornice
bricks,) of which all but a small number have been laid in the walla
and floor arches.
There will be required for the service of the next year the sum of
$200,000.
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Gash account.
vailable 30th September, 1855.......... .... .. ... ......... ... $248,799 24
ppropriation of 1856... .... ... . . . . . . .. .. . . .. . .. .... . ... .. . . . . ... 300,000 00
• J\iXp€mUE3U

. . . . . ,,.LI..LVU.U.V

in year ending 30th September, 1856..........

available 30th September, 1856....................

548,799 24
168,974 O'T
379,825 1 'T

--------!PlJifOTJirJ'tation necessary for the service of the fiscal year
g 30th June) 1858 ....................................... $200,000 00
Respectfully submitted.
M. C. MEIGS,
Captain of Engineers.
Hon. JEFFERSON DAvrs,
Secretary of War.
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No.7.
COMMUNICATION FROM THE COMMANDING GENERAL AND S'rATEMENTS FR01
THE ADJUTANT GENERAL.
HEADQUARTERS OF THE ARMY,

New York, November 18, 1856,
In conformity with usage the undersigned, the immediate comma
der of the army under the President, submits, through the Depar
ment of War, his annual report on the general condition and wan
of the service.
In a similar report, 1849, I observed that "considering the presen
distribution and employment of the army, it would be quite ami
nomer to call it a peace establishment." During the seven yea
which have elapsed, nearly all our corps have been, as before, co
stantly on the alert, and much of the time engaged in hunting an
fighting Indians in the midst of difficult forests, swamps, and moun
ains, with a great loss of life and health from wounds and disea
On the part of many officers who have survived those conflicts, the
have been frequent djsplays of conduct and courage which, in m
judgment, it would be just, as well as politic, to honor by brevets.
The general state and distribution of the army will have been r
,p01·ted from the office of the Adjutant General. In regard to certa'
,;of its wants which have already, to some extent, attracted legislati
..attention, though, as yet, without success, I proceed hopefully
,r~iterate, in part, views and recommendations which may be found
Jf:lr~.g,e in my former reports.
1,. It has been grati(ying to observe, within the past year, that th
.reoe.ut legislation for the benefit of enlisted men, increase of pay, wit
.the offer of conditional promotion to sergeants, &c., have been a
;tended with the good effects anticipated, an improvement in the cha
, acter of the rank and file, &c. A further benefit of the same kin
.would, it is believed, result from a change to the system of recruitin
,heretofor.e proposed by me, each regiment to keep two of its compani
i (assigned alternately) on depot service for filling its own ranks.
2. That the efficiency of the army would be greatly promoted by
1provision for the retirement of superannuated and other disabl
, officers, is a proposition already so repeatedly urged by the W
D~partment and by military committees of Congress, as well as b
the General-in-chief, that it need not be here further dwelt upon.
3. The want indispensable to the well being of the army, and no
the most pressing of all-pressing when first presented and yearl
becoming more so-is an increased compensation to commission
officers (such as has already been accorded to the rank and file) pr
portional to the altered condition of our country and times, or t
great depreciation of money since the present tariff of pay and su
sistence was established. Originally this was deemed quite madera
and had, for many years, been undergoing a slow diminution; b
our recent s11ccesses in arms, adding immensely to the territory an
wealth of the Union, have suddenly diminished the necessaries an
1
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qmnforts C1f officers thirty per centum more, making, in all, forty or
fifty per centum, by a corresponding diminution in the value of their
stationary receipts, while in every other department of life, public and
·vate) the rewards of labor, talent, and science have, by an equiadvancing scale, remained as before. It certainly seems apehardship upon our officers who contributed so much labor,
science, and blood towards those successes, that they should
have reduced themselves to a state of comparative poverty.
hope, though long deferred, still confides in the justice of Conmy last report I presented a plan of moderate relief for the
. Its features were an addition to the monthly pay, an increase
the commutation price of rations, and a service-ration for every
(instead of as now every five) years on duty. Except in the
point, this scheme is approximated by the plan of the House bill
551, (second section,) which was before the present Congress at
session, and which, if it passes, would) no doubt, afford very
·al relief to all in commission.
In considering the policy and equity of such relief, it is but just to
ber that the military profession absolutely separates the officer
every pursuit of private interest-that it claims despotic control
his time and movements and energies. As he belongs to the
entire, upon it alone he must depend; and hence it should
him a reasonable support. Nothing more than this has been
at in any quarter, as no augmentation that has been suggested
.,,,.v.a...L· ............. tes to that (four-sevenths of the former pay) recently acto all under the rank of lieutenant.
4. In this connexion, I again suggest an amendment of the pension
so as to place the army on the same footing with the navy, the
· g discrimination of law being greatly against the army.
effect such equalization would involve scarcely any change in
of the present code beyond some such provision as the following:
The cases of officers, non-commissioned officers, and enlisted men
the army who have died or may die by reason of injury received,
ty incurred, or of disease contracted while in the line of their
to be placed on the same footing with those of the several ranks of
vy in like cases, as by law now established in 'respect to pensions,
ting the various ranks equitably for the purpose.
Respectfully submitted.
WINFIELD SCOTT.
Hon. JEFFERSON DAvrs,
Secretary of War.
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A.-OrganizaNon of the regular army

General officers .••••......•..•..
Aids-de-camp to general officers .
.Adjutant general's department .. .
Judge advocate's department ... .
Inspector general's department ..
Quartermaster's department. ...•
Subsistence department .•••••...
Medical department .•••••.•.•...
Pay department ....•........•...
Corps of engineers ............ ..
Corps of topograpical engineers ..
Ordnance department. •..••.•.•.
1- 1 - 1- l- -:- - - l - -

1st regiment of dragoons •.......
2d regiment of dragoons ...•....
l- l - l-- l ---·l--l·--- l -· l - l- l -l-- l -- :--- l --- l --- l -- l ---·1 -l- l -l --1-~~

Aggregate of dragoons , ••••••
1st regiment of cavalry •.••••••..
2d regim~nt of cavalry .••..••••.

I-I -- I-- I --J---J--- J - J - J --l--J- J - : --- J --- I -- I --- I ---I -I- J --J--J~1

Aggregate of cavalry ....••..
l-l- l-- l ---· l -·- l ---- :-· l - l - l -l-- l-- : ---l!--- l--- l --- l --- l -l:-1-- 1--l-·~

Regiment of mounted riflemen ..
1st regiment of artillery .........
2d regiment of artillery .....•...
3d regiment of artillery ..•......
4th regiment of artillery ..•......

I-I--I- -I--J--- I---:- I- I--I- -I-I- :---I---I--I---I- --l- l- 1--l-l-h

l -l- l·- l ---- l -- l ·---: -· 1 - l - l -l--l -- : ---l--- l --- l --- l ---· l - l- l - l--l-·~

Aggregate of artillery ..•....
l-l- l--l---l-- l --- l -l-l-l·-l-- l -- : ---l---l--- ll--- l --- l - !- l--1--l-~

1st regiment of infantry. o o o o • • • •
2d regiment of infantry .....••..
::ld regiment of infantry. . . . . . . .
4th regiment of infantry ..•..•••
5th regiment of infantry ..••...•.
6th regiment of infantry ........ .
7th regiment of infantry ........ .
8th regiment of infantry .••......
9th regiment of infantry ........ .
lOth regiment of infantry ......•.
0

l -l- l-- l ---· l -- l ---· : -·l-.l - l -l-- l-- ! ---1!--- l --- l --- l --- l- : -l·- l --l-·l~

.Aggregate of infantry .......
l-l- l-- l ---· l -- l ---· : -l-!l -l -l-- l-- : ---l--- l --- l --- l --- : - : - 1 ·- l--l-·~

Non-commissioned staff, unattached to regiments. o o • o •• o • • •
Grand aggregate ............ l -l- l--l --- l --l---· :-l-l -l·-l--l --:---l--- l --- l --- l --- l - ! -l ·- l--1-·~
*The five aids-de-camp being taken from regiments, in the strength of which they are included, are, to
counting them twice, excluded from the columns "total commissioned" and "aggregate."
t Two of the assistant adjutants general, (captains by brevet,) .foU1· of the twenty-eight assistant qufLrterma•ll•
ters, and two of the eight commissaries of subsistence, (captains,) belonging also to regiments, and hf'in,.,.,n,,rt.M
in their strength, are, to avoid counting the!I!. twice, excluded from the columns "total cornmissi:on<ed"
gregate" of their respective departments. The regimental and staff commissions held by these
unequal grade, and hence they are not affected by the provisions of the 7th section of the act of
The like remark is applicable to the judge advocate of the army, who is also a captain in the ordnance
f By the act of March 3, 1853, section 9, a lieutenant of engineers, topographical engineers and
having served" fourteen years continuous service as lieutenant," is en titled to promotion to the rank of
but such promotion is not to increase the whole number of officers in either of said corps beyond the
previously fixed by law.
§Under the 4th section of the act of April 29, 1812, " making further provision for the corps of engineers,"
brevet second lieutenant is allowed to every" company." The number authorized is consequently 199.
number attached to the army was 34, on the 1st of July, 1856, since when 24 have become entitled to
II The adjutants of artillery and infantry, (14,) and all the regimental quartermasters, (19,) being
the subalterns, and accounted for in their several regiments as belonging to companies, are excluded
mental staff officers from the columns "total commissioned" and "aggregate "
'If By the act of June 17, 1850, "to increase the rank and file of the army," &c., the President is autiltori:~·
whenever the exigencies of the service require it, to increase to 74 the number of privates in any con1pat1111•
"ser ;:l,ng at the several military posts on the western frontier, and at remote and distant stations." In the
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4

12

2
35
10
95
28
147

37
303

or fixed organization is given, viz: 50 privates to a company of dragoons, 64 to a company of light
and riflemen, and 42 to the artillery and infantry. Under the authority conferred upon him, the Presidirected that the number of privates be carried up to 74 in the several companies serving in the peninof Florida and on the island of Key West, in the s>tme State; in Texas, New Mexico, California, Oregon,
Washington Territories, as well as those stationed at Forts Sneliing and Ripley, on the Upper Mississippi;
Ridgely, on the Minnesota river; Fort Riley, on the Kansas; Fort Gibson, on the Arkans as; ];' ort Arbuckle,
False Washita river; l!'orts Kearny and Laramie, on the Oregon route; the several companies engaged in
Sioux expedition, and all the companies of the 1st regiment of cavalry, destined for distant frontiet· ser·
being 181 companies serving at, or in route to, these distant stations, the authorized increase in
of privates is 5,164, making the" total enlisted" (as the troops are posted or in route,) 16,823, and the
17,896. If all the companies belonging to" regiments" (198) were serving at the distant stations
the additional number of privates allowed would then be 5, 620, thus increasing the " total enlisted" to
the " aggregate" to 18,352.
companies in each of the four regiments of artillery being equipped as light artillery are allowed, in con ·
thereof, "64" instead of 42 privates p er company. See act "to increase the rank and file of the army,"
June 17,1850, section 1.
act of April 5, 1832, section 2, "providing for the organization of the ordnance department," the
of ordnance sergeants cannot exceed" one for each military post." The number actually in service is 67 .
S. COOPER, .Adjutant Geneml.
GENERAL's OFFICE, Washington, Nflven~be1· 25, 1856.
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Aggregate ofinfantry ............................ , ................. ~ ......

J ..... .

.. ..

........

Non -commissioned staff unattached to regiments ...... · /· ....................... [..... . .............. .

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - -1-

1\:'Iilitary Academy detachments ....................... , " ........................... . ............. ..
Cavalry recruiting depot, Carlisle barracks, Pa ............... , ...................................... .
Principal recruiting depot, Fort Columbus, N.Y .. , , , , , , •••.. , ...... , , , • , , •.. , •••••• , , .............. ..

i~~~~{~~n~~~~~t~z~~~?~~tli~~~~~~:.~~.':::::::::

:::::: ::.::: :::::::::::::::::::::::: :::: :::: :::· :::

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - -1-

Aggregate of detachments, and at depots, rendezvous, &c ........••..•. . •.•••.•.....•....••••..........•••..••••. ·••••·
Grand aggregate... • . . . . • . . • . . • . • • . . • • • . . . .

/

······ i ' ' ' ' ' ' •·•• ·••• ··•· ··•

- - - - - - - - - - - ---~~--- -

1

2

1

1

4 /

*8

*1

2

1

1-

2

q:a

*Two of the assistant adjutants general, (captains by brevet,) fo ur of the twenty-eight assistant
reported in their strength, are, to avoid counting them twice, excluded from the columns "total commission
~ re of 1tnequal grade, and hence they are not affected by the provisions of the 7th section of the act of June, t
department.
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and two of the eight commissaries of subsistence, (captains,) belonging also to r egiments, and being
aggt·egate," of their r espective departments. The regimental and staff commissions held by these officers
The like rema rk is applicable to the judge. advocate of the army, who is also a captain in the ordnance
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Medical
department.............................
Pay department.
..............•• , .... , •. , •••. , , .
Corps of engineers . . . . . ........• . , • . • , . . • . . . . .
Corps of topographical engineers. .. .. .. .. .. • . .. . .
Ordnance department........... .. .. . .. .. .. .. ..
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. ..• , ..................... .
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• ·.·.· .....·.·.· ...... :::·.·.·. ·.·.·.·.·.·. 1, ·.·.·.
6
4 ...•........ , .. .
5
1
2
2
15 .. .. .. ..

I .. ·.. ·........

1st regiment of dragoons ................... , ... , . 1- -:· - - ·;- - -l· - - l - - - l- - -

~~ --1-, ...

2d regiment of dragoons ................. ,.......

.. .. . .

1

Aggregate of dragoons ................ , ... .
lst regiment of cavalry.,., ..... , •........•..••. .
2d regiment of cavalry ................. ,, .. , , ... ,

1---:----1---- 1-----:----1-- - -l·---1----·:--

Aggregate of cavalry ..................... ,
Regiment of mounted riflemen ...............•. , .

1--.- - - -1- - - 1 · - -

1st regiment of artillery ........................ ..
2d regiment of artillery ....... ~ ................. .
3d regirneut of artillery ........................ ..
4th regiment of artillery ........................ .
Aggregate of artillery .................... . .

1- - · - - ·1- - - - 1
l--·--·l---l---

1st regiment of infhntry ......................... .
2d regiment of infantry ........................ ..
3d regiment of infantry ...•.•.............. , .... .
4th regiment of infantry .... , . . . . . . .. .. .. . ..... .
5th regiment of infantry ..................... .. ..
6th regiment of infhntry ........................ .
7th regiment ofmfantry ......... ............... .
8th regiment of infantry ........................ .
9th regiment of infvntry ..... " .. . ...... , ....... .
lOth regiment of infantry ...................... ..
Aggregate of infantry ...................... .
Non-commissioned staff unattached to regiments.
1--------1--- 1 -----! ---- 1---- 1·---jl ---- ; --~

Military Acarlemy detachments ................ ,.
Cavalry recruiting drpot, Carlisle barracks, Pa ... .
Principal recruiting depot, Fort Columbus, N. Y ..
Recruiting depot, Newport barracks, Ky .••......
Recruits in rendezvous and in route ...•..........
Aggregate of detachments, and at depots, rendezvous, &c .................................... .
Grand aggregate.. . . . . . . . . . • • . . . . . . . ...•.

*The five aids-de-camp, being taken from regimentq in the strength of which they are included, are, to
counting them twice, excluded from the columns" total commissioned" and "aggregate."
t The adjutants of artillery and infantry (14) and all the regimental quartermasters, (19,) being taken
the subalterns, and accounted for in their several regiments as belonging to companies, are excluded as
mental staff· officers from the columns" total commissioned" and" aggregate."
t The " number of r ecruits required" is calculated for each regiment according to the stations of the
companies on the 1st of July, 1856-the number of priv2tes varying according to 3tations, as explained in
('IT) to table A, showing the legal organization of the army.
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10
95
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10
95
28
139
37
297

8

6
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729
666
778
768
548
759
676
728
670
691

168
233
401

150
213
l01
' 'r12
331
120
203
151
209
188
l, 778

67
142
80
391
105
390

..................
24 ••••••......

2
2 •..•...••••.

51

34

4

29

804

721

102

277

989

1,108

1, 108 .....•..

1- - - - - -1---·--- 1- - - - - -·-

67

53

97

12, 058

244

1' 072

14, 490

15, 562

§2, 332

of enlisted men necessary to complete the military establishment is obtained by deducting from
of recruits required to fill up all the regiments, the several detacbwents at the Military
three depots, (Fort Columbus, Newport barracks, and Carlisle barracks,) and the recruits at renin route. The number required for regiments and corps is 3,440; the number at the Military
depots, and in route, is 1,108; leaving 2,332 as the number of recruits required to fill up the estabthe 1st of July, 1856.
GENERAL'S OFFICE, Washington, ~Ncrvember 25 1856.
S. COOPER, Adjutant General.

236

REPORT OF THE

C.-Position and distribution of the troops in the Depw·tment of the
2d artillery.-Headquarters
GARRISONS.

PO ST:.~ .

SITUATION.

COMMANDING OFFICERS.

REGIMENTS.

--------1----

Headquarters, 4th ar- Baltimore, Md ........... Col. and Bvt. Brig. Gen. J. B.
Walbach. 4th artillery.
tillery.
Fort Brady.. . ........ . Sault de Ste. Marie, Mich. Capt. F. N. Clarke, 4th artillery.
Fort Mackinac ....•... Michilimackinac, Mich .. ·J Capt. and Bvt. Major T. Williams, 4th artillery.
Fort Ontario ........ .. Oswego, N.Y ............ Capt J.P. McCown, 4th
Fort Independence ... . Boston harbor, Mass ..... Capt. and Bvt. Maj. J. B. Scott,
4th artillery.
1
Fort Hamilton ....... . ~ Na 0 , , N Yo k lla bo 5 Major W. W. Morris, 4th ar- ~
r
r r ~
tillery.
5
Fort Lafrtyette ....•... 5 rr v~, .
J<'ort :\icHenry ....... . Baltimore harbor, Md .... ·1Maj. and Bvt. Lt. Col. F. Taylor, l st artillery.
Fort Monroe ......... . Old Point Comfort, Va .... Lieut. Col. and Bvt. Col. J. S.
Gardner, 4th artillery.
Fort Moultrie .•....... Charleston harbor, S.C., . Maj. and Bvt. Col. J. Dimick,
1st artillery.
Fort Pickens. . . . . . • • . . ~
Fort McRee . . . . • . . . . . Pensacola harbor, Fla ...
J. Totten, 2d artillery.
Barrancas Barracks ...
Baton Rouge Barracks. Baton Rouge, La .•.•.•... Capt. W. F. Barry, 2.1. artillery.

~Capt.

~

Aggregate of the department. •••.•.•.••.. ..
NoTE.-The seven companies of the 4th artillery and four of those of the 1st artillery, re
placed by two companies of the 1st and six of the 2d artillery from the latter department; by one
respectively, from the department of the west. The force in the department is thereby raised from
ADJUTANT Gil:NERAL's OFFICE,

fVashington, November 25, 1856.
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by Colonel and Brevet Brigadier General James Bankhead,
Maryland-June 30, 1856.
PRESENT.

ABSENT.

PRESENT AND
ABSENT.

on the 30th of June last, have been since transferred to that of Florida. They are being refrom that of Texas, and by one company of the 2d, one of the 3d, and one of the 4th artillery,
companies.
S. COOPER, .lldjutant General.
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D.-Position and distrib1ttion of the troops in the department of Florift
Headquarters Fort Broal
GARRISONS.

POSTS.

SITUATION.

COMMANDING OFFICERS.

REGIMENTS.

·s~
s
0
ctl

~

C)

.....

0
...
"'

~

::i

----

z

Department staff.
F ort Brooke .......... Tampa, Florida •••••••••. Maj. and Bvt. Col. J. Munroe,
2d artillery.
Fort Myers .••..•••••. Caloosahatchee river, Fla. Maj. and Bvt. Col. H. Brown,
2d artillery.
Fort Deynaud .•..•••.. Caloosahatchee river, 28 Capt. and Bvt. Maj. L. G. Armiles from Fort Myers.
nold, 2d artillery.
Fort Dallas ........... Key Biscayne, Florida ..•. Capt. B. H. Hill, 1st artillery •..
Fort Capron ••.•••.••. Indian river, Florida .•... Second Lieut. S. Breck, jr., 1st
artillery.
Aggregate of the department .•.••..•••.•

..

Detachment 2d a11
lery.
5 1st and 2d artillei'J

2 2d artillery........
2 1st artillery ...... ~
l 1st artillery ...... ~

-

................................. 10 ..................

All the companies reported as servrng in this department on the 30th of June last have been since relie~
by four other companies of the 1st artillery, ten of the 4th artillery, and by the 5th regiment of infantry, il
ADJUTANT GENERAL's 0FFICE 1
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REPORT OF THE

E.-Position and distribution of the troops in the department of ~
Clarke, 6th infantry.-Headquart~
GARRISONS,

POSTS.

SITUATION.

COMMANDING OFFICERS.

REGIMENTS,

g"'
-----------------(--------------------1-----------------------

2:
---------~

Department staff.. ,
Fort Ripley....... . . . . Upper Missis;sippi, Min- Maj01 H. Day, 2d infantry.....
nesota.
Fort Snelling ...•••... Near St. Paul, Minnesota. Lieut.Col. and Bvt. Col. C. F.
Smith, lOth infantry.
Fort Ridgely ....••••. , Minnesota river, 90 miles Col. E. B. Alexander, lOth infrom Fort Snelling.
fan try.
Fort Leavenworth ..•. Missouri river, Kansas ... Col. E. V. Sumner, 1st cavalry.
Jefferson Barracks .... Near St. Louis, Missouri. Second Lieut. H. H. Walker,
6th infantry.
Fort Gibson•••••••..•. Cherokee Nation, west of Col. H. Wilson, 7th infantry. . .
Arkansas.
Fort Smith........ .. . . Arkansas ..... , ......... . Capt. and Bvt. Major R. C. Gatlin, 7th infantry.
Fort Arbuckle........ Wild Horse creek, west Liem. Col. P .Morrison, 7th infantry.
of Arkansas.
Fort Washita ......... False Washita, west of Capt. and Bvt. Major H. G.
Hunt, 2d artillery.
Arkansas.
Col. and Bvt. Brig. Gen. W. S.
Harney, 2d dragoons.
Fort Pierre ........... . Upper Missouri, Nebraska Col. F. Lee, 2d infantry ••......
Cantonment above F't Twelve miles above Fort Major A. Cady, 6th infantry ....
Pierre.
Pierre, Minnesota.
Camp near old Fort Missouri river, 60 miles Capt. and Bvt. Major L. P. GraLookout.
ham, 2d dragoons.
below Fort Pierre, Nebraska.
Fort Randall ..•. , , ••.. Missouri river, 65 miles First Lieut. D. S. Stanley, 1st
cavalry,
above L'Eau-qui-cout,
Nebraska.
Capt.
W. Steele, 2d dragoons ..
Camp on Big Sioux Mouth Big Sioux river,
river.
Minnesota.
Maj.
and
Bvt. Lieut. Col. W.
Fort Laramie ....... . Oregon route, Nebraska ..
Hoffman, 6th infantry.
Camp at Platte bridge. 120 miles above FortLar- Capt. H. Heth, lOth infantry...
amie, north fork of
Platte.
Fort Kearny •.•• ,,,., Or• gon route, Nebraska.. Capt. H. W. Wharton, 6th infan try.
Fort Riley •....••. , • , • Republican fork of Kan- Lieut. Col. P. St. G. Cooke, 2~
sas river.
dragoons.

2 2d and lOth

infan~

4 3d artillery and I!Jt1
infantry.
8 2d and lOth infantry
tO 1st cavalry ... , .....
.. Recruits and band6d
infantry.
2 7th infantry ........ .
2 7th infantry ....... ..
4 7th infantry ..•.. , .. ,
2 2d and 3d artillery ,
St~ff of Sioux expedi.
tton.
6 2d infantry ........ ..
~ 6th infantry ........ .

..

2 2d dragoons .........
. . Recruits 2d infantry.
2 2d dragoons .........
5 4th artillery and 6tb
infantry.
1 lOth infantry ....... ..
1 6th infantry ....... .

7 2d dragoons and 6th
infantry.

Aggregata of the department .• , • , , • • . . . • ............................... 62 ..................... .
The force in this department has, since the 30th of June last, been increased by one company of light artil
ments, respectively,) transferred to the department of the east. The number of companies now belongillj
ADJUTANT GENERAL'S OFFICE,
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, commanded by Colonel and Brevet Brigadier General N. S.
Louis, Missouri, June 30, 1856.
PRESENT.

.4-BSENT.

Texa~, a!ld ~educed hy tlue~ compani~s of the same arm, (belonging to the 2d, 3d, and 4th regidepartment IS s1xty, therefore, mstead of siXty-two.

Vol. ii-16

S. COOPER, .tldjutant General.
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REPORT OF THE

F.-Position and distribution of the tToops in the department of Tcxw.
ters, San Antonio, 1'exaj
GARRISONS.

POSTS.

SITUATION.

COMMANDING OFFICERS.

REGIMENTS.
-

~

~

'§
.,_
8

0

<:.>

....0
....

Q)

.G

8

:l

z

-Department staff••

Fort B-elknap ........ .. Red Fork Brazos river,
Texas.
Camp Cooper ••••••... Clear Fork of Brazos, 41
miles s.w. of Fort Belknap.
Fort Chadbourne •••••. Oak Creelt,30miles above
its mouth.
Fort McKavett•.•••••. San Saba river, 95 miles
from Fort Chadbourne,
Texas.
Fort Lancaster .•••... Live Oak Creek, El Paso
road, Texas.
Fort Davis .......... .. Limpia river, 475 miles
N.W. of San Antonio,
Texas.
Fort Mason .••....••.. Llano river, 110 miles
W.N.W. of San Antonio.
Headquarters, 2d cav- San Antonio, Texas ••••..
airy.
Camp Conquista...... Conquista cro~sing of San
Antonio river.
Camp on the Leona ... Headwaters of the Leona
river, Texas.
Can1p Davant ••..••.. Near Bandera Pass, Texas

Capt. and Bvt. Maj. G. R. Paul,
7th mfantry.
Lieut. Col. and IJvt. Col. ,R. E.
Lee, 2d cavalry.

4 1st and 7th infantry
4 2d cavalry .........

Capt. S. Eastman, 1st infantry . 2 1st infantry ........
Lt. Col. H. Bainb1idge, 1st infantry.
Capt. R. S. Granger, 1st infantry.
Lt. Col. W. Seawell, 8th infantry.
Major G. H. Thomas, 2d cavalry.

2 l st infantry ........
2 1st infantry ...... ..
6 8th infantry ........ ,
6 2d cavalry ......... ..

CQl_. 4. S. Johnllton, 2d cav- . . 2d cavalry .......... .
alry.
Capt. J. G. Walker, mounted 1 Mounted rifles ... ..
rifles.
Lt. Col. and Bvt. Col. W. W. . . Headquarters ll.lOtmLoring, mounted rifles.
ted rifles.
2d Lieut. J. H. Edson, mounted 1 Mounted rifles ...... .
rifles.
Capt. T. G. Rhett, mounted 1 Mounted rifks ...... .
rifles.

Camp Stewart ....... . On the Hondo river,atits
junction with the Quihi, Texas.
Port Clark ........... . Head of Las Moras river, Capt. and Bvt. Lt. Col. J. B.
Magruder, lst artillery.
Texas.
Fort Duncan .••.••.... Eagle Pass, Texas ..••.••. Capt. and Bvt. Lt. Col. A. Porter, mounted rifles.

3 Mounted rifl~s and
1st artillery.
5 Mounted rifles, 1st
artillery, and lit
infantry.
FQl't McTntosh .....••. Laredo, Texas ....•..•.. Capt. 1L B. Marcy, 5th infu.n- 7 Mountt~d rifles, 1st
artillery, and 5th
try.
infantry.
Ringgold Barracks.... Rio Grande City, Texas .. Lt. Col. and Bvt. Col. C. A. 7 Mounted rifles, 4th
Waite, 5th infantry.
artillery, and 5th
infantrY,.
.Fort Drown . . . . . . • . . . Brownsville, Texas ••• ,.. Major G. Porter, 4th artillery .. , 3 4th arti_liety .........
Aggrrgate of

the department ................ .........................

54i................... ..

Two companies of the 1st artillery, from the department of Florida, have, since the 30th of June last, be~
ment of mounted rifles, transferred to the department of New Mexico; three companies of the 4th artillery;
dl'-pnrtment of the East; and a light company of the 4th artillery to tll:tt of the 'Veilt. The number of co~
ADJUTANT GENERAL's 0F¥ICE 1 Washington, Novemher 25, 18.'>6.
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anded by Colonel Albert S. Johnston, second cavalry-Headquar30, 1856.
PRESEJ(T,

ABSENT,

PRESENT AND
.A.BSEIIIT.

17

238
238
173

1A6
156

4
88

3·1
82

85

strength of this department, and the fol10wing troops have been withdrawn from it, viz: the rcgithe 5th infantry, transferred to the department of Florida; one company of the lst artillery to tlJ
tlle dcp:trtment has thereby been reduced from fifty-four to thirty-two.
S. COOPER, .lldjutant l:enllTal,
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REPORT OF THE

G.-Position and distribution of the troops in the Department of
Garland, 8th infantry.-Hen.nl"f?l.fl''Y't/14
GARRISONS,

POSTS.

SITUATION.

COMMANDING OFFICERS.

Fort Massachusetts .. , Utah country, 85 miles First Lieut. L. Beale, 2d artilfrom Taos, N. Mexico.
lery.
Cantonment Burgwin. Near Taos, New 1\lexico. Capt. N.C. Macrae, 3d infantry.
Fort UnioR, .......... Moro river, New Mexico. Col T. T. Fauntleroy, 1st dragoons.
Fort Marcy. , ..••. , , • . Santa Fe, New Mexico ... Capt. and Bvt. Major W. T. H.
Brooks, 3d infantry.
Fort Defiance......... Navajo country, 190 miles Capt. and Bvt. Major H. L.
west of Albuquerque.
Kendrick, 2d artillery.
Albuquerque......... . New Mexico ........... .. Capt. and Bvt. :Major J. H.
Carleton, 1st dragoons.
Las Lunas •••• ,. . • • • • • 25 miles below Albufiuer- Capt. R. S. Ewell, 1st dragoons.
que, New Mexico.
Fort Craig ............ Near Valverde, N. Mexico. Major E. Steen, 1st dragoons .. .
Fort Stanton.......... Bonita river, 20 miles east Capt. and Dvt. Major J. Van
of White mountains.
Horne, 3d infantry.
Fort Thorn •.•.••••• , Santa Barbara, N. Mexico. Lieut. Col. D. S. Miles, 3d infantry.
Fort Fillmore ....• ,... Brasito, 40 miles above Col. B. L. E. Bonneville, 3d
El Paso, New Mexico.
infantry.
Fort Bliss ............. Near El Paso, Texas ... .. Major '1'. H. Holmes, 8th infantry.
Escort to Pacific rail- On the Pecos river, near Capt. C. H. Stevenson, 5th inroad survey.
to where it is intersectfantry.
ed by 32° parallel of
latitude.
Recruits in route.. .. • . • • .. • . .. ................ .. Captain J. H. Whittlrsey, 1st
dragoons.
Aggregate of the !depar·tment .............................................. .
The force in this department has, since the 30th of June last, been increased by the regiment of
department of the Pacific, and by one company of the 5th inihntry, which has joined its regiment in
A new post, of four companies ot' the 1st dragoons, has been established at Tueson, in the Mesilla.
ADJUTANT GENERAL's OvrrcE, Washington, November 25, 1856.
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SECRETARY OF WAR.

, Commanded by Colonel and Brevet Brigadier Gene1 al John
New Mexico, June 30, 1856.

Fe,

PRESENT.

ABSENT.

.um

£NT
..&.BSI!iNT.

the department of Texas; and reduced by three companies of the 1st dJagoons, transferred to the
The nwnber of companies in the department has, therefore, been raised from twenty-four to thirty.
B. COOPER, .l.ldjutant General.
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H. -Position and distr·ibution of the t-roops in the department of
Wool.-1-ler:tdquarters, B
GARRISONS,

POSTS.

SITUATION.

New post on Muckle- Near the junction of\Vhite
and Green rivers, \Vashshute prairie.
ington Territory.
(•'ort Steilacoom ..•.•.. Puget's Sound, Washington Territory.
11 miles from the junction
Vamp on Nachess ri
of the N achess with the
Yakimn river.
Camp on the Yakima Near Snowqualmie pass,
Washington Territory.
river.
Fort Vancouver...... . Vancouver, Washington
Territory.
New post at Cascades. Cascades of Columbia,
\<Vashington Territory.
Camp near Dayton ... . Dayton, Oregon Territory
fl'ort Orford ........... . Port Orford, Oregon Territory .
.Camp near Rhiine:hardtsl 11 miles from Fort Orford,
Oregon Territory.
Fort Lane............ Smiles from Jacksonville,
Oregon Territory.
Camp at Cap-Ell .•.•.. On the Klamath river,
California.
l."ort Jones .......... .. Yreka, California .•••••••
Fort Humboldt........
~enieia barracks......
Presidio San
Fort Miller.........
l"ort Tejon .....••••.•.
1\.tission of San Diego..

Fflrt Yuma ...........
Aggregate of

COM:\:IANDING OFFICERS.

REGUlENTi!.

Capt. E. D. Keyes, 3d artillery.
Lieut. Col. S. CasPy, 9th infantry.
Major and Dvt. Lieut. · Col. E.
J. Steptoe, 9th infantry.
Col. G. Wright, 9th infantry ....
Lieut. Col. T. Morris, 4th infantry.
Capt. c. S. Winder, 9th infantry.
Capt. C. !J. Augur, 4th infhntry.
Major and Bvt. Lieut. Col. R.
c. Buchanan, 4th infantry.
Capt. E. 0. C. Ord, 3d artillery.

First Lieut. E. Underwood, 4th
infantry.
Second Lieut. C. H. Rundell,
4th infantry.
Capt. and Bvt. Major F. 0.
Wyse, 3d artillery.
Major G. J. Rains, 4th infantry.
Humboldt Bay, Cali
Benicia, California ..•..•. Major and Bvt. Lieut. Col. G.
Nauman, 3d artillery.
Near San Francisco, Cal- First Lieut. H. G. Gibson, 3d
itorrtia.
artillery.
San Joaquin river, Cali- First Lieut. J. Stewart, 3d artillery.
fornia.
Ncar Tejon pass, Califor- Lieut. Col. B. L. Beall, 1st
dragoons.
nia.
:Near San Diego, Califor- Capt. H. S. Burton, 3d artillery.
nia.
Mouth of Gila river, Cal- Capt. and Rvt. Lieut. Col. M.
l:lurke, 3d artillery.
ifornia.
department ..•••••• ; ...

Three eompanies of the 1st drago0ns have, since the 30th of June last, been transferred to this
new p<7sts have been established, likewise, in the Puget's Sound district, and in tt.e Yakima, WallaADJUTANT <'iE!IlERA.L'a OFFICE,

Wash.ington, November 25, 1B56.
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SECRETARY OF W .A.R.

E-Paci.fic, commanded by BTigadier and Brevet MaJor General John E.
f'(Jalij(jrnia, June 30, 1856.
PRESENT.

PRESENT AND
ABSENT.

ABSENT.
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~ th~t of New ~exico; thereby raising the number of companies from thirty-three to thirty-six.
~e nver countnes.

Several

S. COOPER, .1/.djutant Ge11eral.
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I.
ADJUTANT GENERAL'S OFFICE,

Washington, November 25, 1856.
Statement showing the wlwle number of recr?l/l:ts enlisted in tJ~p, army
from the 1st of October, 1855, to the 30th of September, 1856.
I.-GENERAL RECRUITING SERVICE.

Major E. Backus, 3d infantry, general superintendent.
Boston, Massachusetts............................................
New York, New York............................................
Oswego, New York............................................. .
Brooklyn, New York.............................................
Albany, New York.............................................. ..
Buffalo, New York................................................
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania............................... .....
Pittsburg, Pennsylvania ....................................·....
Harrisbu1·g, Pennsylvania......................................
Baltimore, Maryland.............................................
Columbus, Ohjo ......... .. . ... . . . ... ... . ..... . . .. ... . . .......... ..
Newport, Kentuclry.. ...... ... . ........ ....... ......... .. .........
Louisville, Kentucky.............................................
Chicago, Illinois . . ... ...... ... ... .. . .. ...... ... ... . ..............
Indianapolis, Indiana.......................... .................
Detroit, Michigan.................................................
Washington, District of Columbia...........................

303
825

3
1
16
59
846
22

7
96
12
143
15
146
45
60

2

Number of recruits enlisted for the general service............. 2,601
II.-MOUNTED SERVICE.

New York, New York................. ......... ...............
Albany, New York...............................................
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania....................................
Pittsburg, Pennsylvania.........................................
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania............................. ..........
Carlisle, Pennsylvania...........................................
Baltimore, J'viaryland. ........... ...... .. ........ .. . . . ... .. . .... ..
Richmond, Virginia..............................................
Cleveland, Ohio...................................................
St. Louis, Missouri................................................
Jefferson Barracks, Missouri....................................

214
13
41
13
19
22

105
53
81
23
4

Number of recruits enlisted for mounted service.................
m.-REGIMENTAL SERVICE.

1st regiment of dragoons.......................................
2d regiment of dragoons.......................................

9
16

588

249
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1st regiment of cavalry..........................................
2d regiment of cavalry... . . . . . . .. . . . . . .. .. . . .. .. .. .. . . . . . . . . .. ..
Regiment of mounted riflemen................................

96
87
298

Total mounted troops..................................................
1st regiment of artillery........................................
2d regiment of artillery........................................
3d regiment of artillery........................................
4th regiment of artillery........................................

69
38
54
62

Total artillery........................... . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . .. .. . . . . . ..
1st regiment of infantry........................................
2d regiment of infantry........................................
3d regiment of infantry........................................
4th regiment of infantry........................................
5th regiment of infantry........................................
6th regiment of infantry.......... ..............................
'th regiment of infantry........................................
Sth regiment of infantry........................................
9th regiment of infantry ..................................... ·~·
lOth regiment of infantry.......................................

506

•

223

8
2
47
10
41
64

55
41
142
26

Total infantry............................................................

436

orps of sappers and miners.............................................
etachment at West Point............ .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. . . .. .. . ...... ..

36
50

otal number enlisted from the 1st of October, 1855, to the
30th of September, 1856.. ... .. . .. .. ... .. .. .... .. .. .. .. ... .... . .. . .... 4,440
IV .-RECAPITULATION.

or the general service . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . ................................ . 2,601
588
lor mounted service ...................................................... .
506
Dragoons, cavalry and mounted riflemen ... .
223
y regiments.
Artillery ............................................. .
Infantry ........
43.6
86
ppers and miners and detachment at West Point ............. ..

~

OL • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •

4,440

v.
mount of recruiting funds in the hands of officers of
the army, September 30, 1855..............................
mount of recruiting funds advanced to recruiting
officers from the 1st of October, 1855, to 30th September, 1856 ...................... :··-··························
Carried forward.....................................

$46,022 03
77,328 61
123,350 64

250
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Brought forward................................... $123,350 64
Amount of funds accounted for from October 1, 1855,
to 30th September, 1856......................................
73,115 29
Balance in the hands of recruiting officers September
3.0, 1856 ......................................................... .

50,235 35

Of 10,034 persons who offered for enlistment during the year ending September 30, 1856, only 4,440 were accepted. A principal cause
of rejection was minority, yet th,number of discharges for this cause
under. the act of September 28, 1850, continues to be very large. The
utmost care cannot guard against imposition, and it is greatly to be
desired that additional legislation be had on this subject, as heretofore
recommended by the honorable Secretary of War.
A serious loss to the service arises from the custom reported to prevail at the depot, Newport Barracks, I{entucky, of civil magistrates
discharging enlisted men on writs of habeas corpus on pretext of theu
having been enlisted contrary to the army regulations. If this be legal,
there can be no end to the imposition which may be practised by false
representations in behalf of the men seeking discharge through the
civil courts.
The recruiting service is actively and successfully prosecuted, and
the class of men received is superior. Several reports of inspections
show an unusually large proportion of Americans among the detachments recently sent to regiments. The number of recruits required
to fill the army is about 2,301.
Two majors, one a superintendent, the other commanding a principal depot for recruits, and seventeen subalterns are now employed on
the general service, and one major, as superintendent, and seven subalterns on the service for mounted regiments. Funds are also placed
in the hands of one or more officem of each regiment, for use at the
posts in re-enlisting old soldiers and for chance recruits.
In the cases of enlistments and re-enlistments made at remote stations) much inconvenience is experienced from the absence of magis·
trates duly qualified to administer the oath of allegiance ; and from
this cause it frequently happens that the affidavits demanded at the
t-reasury in the settlement of public accounts are obtained with great
difficulty. It is therefore recommended that the commanders of posts
so situated that resort cannot readily be had to the civil authorities
for the purposes mentioned, be empowered by law to administer such
oaths as persons belonging to the military service may be required to
subscribe to.
Respectfully submitted,
S. COOPER,
.Ad,jutant General.
Hon. JEFFERSON DAvrs,
Secretary of War, Washington.
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No.8.
REPORT OF THE QUARTERMASTER GENERAL.
QuARTEP.MASTER GENERAL's OFFICE,

Washington city, November 26, 1856.
SrR: In obedience to your order of the lOth instant, and in compliance with the provisions of the regulations, I submit a report of
the operations of the Quartermaster's department during the fiscal
year commencing on the 1st of JJ!y, 1855, and terminating on the
30th June, 1856.
At the date of my last report 't he balances in the hands
of officers acting in the department in the preceding
year amounted to............................................

$923,615 86

To which are to be added1. Remittances, 3d quarter 1855 .... .. $2,487,891 44
"
4th quarter 1855 ... .. 1,492,014 00
"
1st quarter 1856 ... .. 1,282,453 00
"
2d quarter 1856 ..... . 1,556,161 90
6,818,520 34

2. Remitted by Secretary of War to Major H. C.
Wayne, Colonel D. D. Tompkins, and Lieutenant
Colonel A. C. Myers, (purchasing camels and on
account Pacific railroad survey) ........................ ..

21,300 00

3. Sales and rents of public property, viz:
4th quarter 1851... ... ...... ...... ......
$266 57
3d quarter 1855.........................
91,077 15
4th quarter 1855........................
21,164 61
1st quarter 1856 .................. ... ...
28,462 85
2d quarter 1856......... ....... .........
11,658 57
152,629 75
Total to be accounted for............................
From which deduct expenditures in previous fiscal
years, received since last report, viz:
1. Expended in 4th quarter 1851. .. ..
$2,747 36
"
3d quarter 1852 ..... .
6,639 20
"
4th quarter 1852 ... .,
5,817 10
1st quarter 1853 .... ..
"
9 55
"
2d quarter 1854 ..... .
44 00
4th quarter 1854 .... .
"
110 33
"
1st quarter 1855 ... ..
6,575 91
2d quarter 1855 ..... ,
"
395,294 71
417,238 16

7,916,065 95
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Brought forward.................................... $7,916,065 95
2. Expended in fiscal year 1856, viz:
3d quarter 1855......... ........ ....... $1,886,578 71 ·
4th quarter 1855........................ 1,877,925 21
1st quarter 1856........................ 1,494,917 33
2d quarter 1856 ............ ......... ... 1,300,130 57
3. Cancelled drafts........................

6,976, 789 98
10)045 00
6, 986,834 98

Leaving to be accounted for ................................ .

==============

Twenty-eight officers and agents, who have been employed in the
department, or who have received money on account of it, and whose
joint accountability amounts to $47,621 47, have failed to render their
accounts, or to credit sums of money placed in their hands.
IJieutenant M. R. Stevenson, who was reported in my last report,
is still indebted the whole sum then due-$7,494,49. He has been
dismissed from the public service.
Lieutenant W. A. Slaughter, who was also reported, has since
been killed in battle by the Indians in Washington Territory. .Although disbursements are believed to have been made by him, no
accounts or vouchers have as yet been received, and the balance of
$8,055 99 charged against him remains as then reported.
The balance which stands charged against Captain F. Steele
($2,900 50) remains as stated in my last annual report; he is said to
have been robbed by a sergeant left in charge of his tent and money,
while absent on duty) and is understood to have applied to Congress
for relief. The balance for which Lieutenant L. Loeser was reported
also remains as then stated, ($565 09.) He reports that his vouchers
and public funds were lost at the time of the wreck of the steamer
San Francisco, and it is recommended that he be relieved by an act
of Congress from his accountability.
Captain E. P. Scammon stands charged with the sum of $350,
which he received on account of tranrDportation; as he performed the
journey for which he received it, it is probable that he expended it,
but as he has not accounted for it, it remains as a charge against him.
He has been dismissed from the service.
The remainder of the sum in the hands of officers who have failed
to render their accounts, it is believed, will all be accounted for. The
greater part of the amount has been received by them during the last
fiscal year.
Of the balance of the sum unaccounted for, in the hands of officers
who have rendered their accounts, about $356,500, though remitted
within the fiscal year, could not have been received at its termination.
The balance was distributed among one hundred and ninety officers
and agents, and will be applicable to the payment of ou_tstanding
claims in the last and preceding years, and to the serv1ce of the
present year.
The amount paid during the year, including purchases made in the
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preceding year and not included in my last annual report, so far
accounts have been received, wasFor fuel .......................................................... .
$149,529
For forage ....................................................... . 1,253,968
For straw ........................................................ .
4,471
For stationery .................................................. .
16,446

as
54
06
02
55

Making a total of..................................... .
For incidental expenses during the same period ....... .
For the purchase of horses for dragoons, cavalry, rifle
regiment, and for the companies •of mounted artillery ............................................................ .
On account of barracks and quarters
the expenditures for rents were" ...
$95,958 46
For repairs and construction .......... .
744,836 31

1,424,415 17
471,100 67

Making a total of..................................... .
The amount paid for mileage or transportation of officers and their baggage when travelling on duty
without troops .............................................. .
The amount paid for transportation of troops, subsistence, quartermaster's ordnance and ordnance stores,
medical stores, clothing, camp and garrison equipage ................................................... ···········
The amount paid for materials and expended in the
preparation of clothing, camp and garrison equipage
for the arn1y , ................................................ .
The sum expended from special appropriations for
barracks, &c ................................................. .
The sum paid for other departments, which will be
brought to the credit of the quartermaster's department on the settlement of the officers' accounts at
the treasury ................................••., .............. .

840,794 77

326,224 28

120,759 2.8

2,862,583 28
896,015 05
44,621 66

6,463 34

Total expended ........................................ .
From which deduct amount of ascertained errors in
officers' accounts during the year ....................... .

6,992,977 50

Leaving the accountability of ............................. ..

6, 976,789 98

16,187 52

Clothing, camp and garrison equipage has been 1~rovided and furnished to all the troops throughout the Union in the quantities in
which they were due. Owing to the different, distant, and dispersed
state of the troops, it is necessary to have depots of clothing in Texas,
Kansas, New Mexico, and on the Pacific coast. To keep those depots
properly supplied to meet the wants of the service as they arise, it is
necessary to have a larger supply on hand than was formerly the case;
hence the necessity for appropriations to provide a portion of it in
advance; consequently the whole sum estimated for under that head
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will be absolutely necessary to provide it in time for distribution.
Owing to the impossibility of keeping the account and distribution of
articles provided for the four additional regiments separate from those
provided for the army prior to the raising of those regiments, some
transfers of balances may become necessary. If these cannot be made
ut the treasury they should be made by Congress.
Clothing, often from causes beyond the control of the officers who
have charge of it, owing probably to their frequent changes and removals, becomes damaged or injured, sometimes in a slight degree; it
is then examined by a board of survey) condemned as unsuitable, and
turned over to the quartermaster ~f the post to be disposed of at public sale. When sold it brings but a small part of its real value. 1
recommend that some arrangement be made, by law or otherwise, to
have it issued or sold to the troops at the value placed upon it by the
boards of survey, to be charged on the muster rolls and paid for at
each regular payment. This course, if properly carried into effect,
would produce a saving of expense, and the soldier be as well clad as
at present.
r:rhe various regular supplies, viz: fuel, forage, straw and stationery, have been promptly furnished to the several officers, corps, and
branches of service to whom they were due at the different posts and
stations.
Transportation was furnished during the year for all the supplies
required for the army, at the different posts; for the troops operating
in the field; for about 4,500 recruits, from the recruiting depots to
the regiments and companies to which they were assigned; for six
companies of the 2d dragoons from Texas to Fort Riley, Kansas-Territory; for the 2d regiment of cavalry from Jefferson Barracks, Mo.,
to Texas; ·for three companies of the 7th infantry, returning from
Bent's Fort, on the upper crossing of the Arkansas river, back to
Fort Gibson; for the 9th regi!Ilent of infantry from Fort Monroe,
Virginia, to Orgeon and Washington Territories, on the Pacific; for
nine companies of the lOth infantry from Carlisle Barracks, Pennsylvania, to the Upper Mississippi river; and for the different companies
engaged in the expedition of Brigadier General Harney against the
Sioux Indians in Kansas and Nebraska; in addition to which there
were made numerous movements of troops engaged in Texas, New
Mexico, California, Oregon and W a.shington Territories, in their various operations against the Indians of those States and Territories.
The expenditures of the last year for forage and transportation have
been very great, owing to the numerous and extensive movements of
troops which have been necessarily made to and within the States of
Texas and California, and the Territories of New Mexico, Oregon,
Washington, Kansas, and Nebraska, on account of the cont· nued depredations and disturbed state of the Indians in those sections of our
country.
When the estimates for the present fiscal year were presented, they
were stated to be minimum estimates. It was hoped that most of the
Indian difficulties would have ceased, and that the sums appropriated
might bfl sufficient for the year; but those in Oregon and Washington
Territories have been increased and continued, and the Indians in
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Texas, New Mexico, and west of the Missouri, are kept in check only
The appropriations for these
items, it is now thought, will not be sufficient for the wants of the
service, and a deficiency will probably have to be applied for at the
next session of Congress.
As stated in my last annual report, the expenditures under these
]leads can be controlled no further than by an economical and faithful
disbursement of the money appropriated. The amount of expenditure
must depend upon the circumstances of the service as they arise, which
are entirely beyond the control of this or any other department; and it is
in vain to suppose that they can be much reduced so long as our troops
are compelled to operate upon so extensive a theatre, in parts of our
country so difficult of access and possessing so few resources that most,
if not all, the supplies have to be purchased frequently at high prices,
and must even then be frequently transported a great distance by land
to the points where they are wanted for consumption.
As stated in my last annual report, additional accommodations had
to be prepared for the increase of the army, by act of March 3, 1855.
The quarters for officers and soldiers, and stabling for horses of six
mpanies of mounted troops, had been commenced at Fort Riley,
and for ten companies of mounted troops at Fort Leavenworth. These
uildings have been steadily progressing, as far as the appropriations
ave admitted, and can probably be completed with the annual approriations for the pre~en t year.
A new post (Fort Randall,) has been established on the Upper Misuri river, at which part of the troops who wintered at Fort Pierre
ave been stationed. Comfortable buildings have been erected, or are
course of construction, to enable them to winter at the post.
Additions have been made to the barr~cks and quarterril at Fort
aramie, Kansas; but further and extensive additions to them will
necessary, should the force stationed there at present be maintained.
Additions have been made to those at Fort Kearny.
Additions and repairs have been made at the various posts in Texas
d New Mexico, but as they are all situated on lands rented, not
wned, by the public, none but temporary buildings can be erected;
nsequently, the troops are not quart~red as they should be. I again
peat the recommendations made in my last and previous annual
ports, that application be made to Congress to authorize the Secrery of War to purchase such sites in that State and Te1~ritory as the
curity of the country and the protection of the people require
hould be permanently occupied.
Various additions have been made to the different posts occupied in
lifornia, and Washington and Oregon Territories; but as most of
he posts ha · been occupied but temporarily, and frequently changed,
permanent buildings have been erected, except at Benicia, Caliornia, and at Vancouver, in Washington Territory.
I again repeat the recommendations made in former reports, and
at application be made to Congress to authorize them :
That, owing to the dispersed state of the army, it has become necesry to employ, by detail, more than a hundred regimental officers,
the duties of the department. Some of them are assistant comissaries of subsistence, who, in that capacity, receive additional pay;

by a continual display of military force.
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but such as are not of the subsistence department receive nothin
for their services, and often greatly increased expenses and heavy
responsibility. Justice requires that they should receive the same addi·
tional compensaation allowed to assistant commissaries of subsistence
That, as it has become necessary to have permanent depots of clOo\
thing, camp and garrison equipage, in Texas, Kansas, New Mexico,
California and Washington Ter:ritory, six military storekeepers
added to the quartermaster's department, with the same compen·
sation as is now) or may be, allowed to the two already attached to it.
That four clerks of the 1st class be added to the number now authorized to be employed by law in the Quartermaster General's office.
The increase of the army, and of the number of disbursing officers
who have accounts to settle with the office, renders it absolutely neces-:
sary for the prompt and critical examination of their accounts, returns,
and reports.
That as the extra compensation allowed by law to ordnance sergeant
was based upon the extra pay allowed to other enlisted men at the da
of the act creating the office, it be increased to ten dollars a month.
That the enlisted soldiers employed on extra duty, as clerks in t
several staff corps, whose services are as important and as valuable
those of mechanics, and who, not being technically such, are paid
laborers only by the act of Congress approved the 4th of August,
1854, be classed by law with mechanics.
By the legislation of Congress, the Quartermaster's departmen
is charged with a heavy money and property accountability, the ac
counts and vouchers for which must be separated, and sent for settl
ment to the Second and Third Auditors of th.e Treasury. Officers o
the frontiers and in the field cannot keep appropriation accounts
and it often happens that not only vouchers in the same account, b
items in the same voucher, have to go to the two auditors; and ever
officer of the department, as well as every officer commanding a com..,
pany or detachment of mounted troops, is obliged to make to th
Quartermaster General's office two property accounts every quarter
one for the Second and the other for the Third Auditor.
Such is the state of things now, that if canvas be taken from the
same bale to make or repair a wagon cover, and to make or repair a
tent or tent fly, the quantity used for each must appear upon a separate return, because the quantity used in the latter case must be
accounted for to the Second Auditor, and in the former to the Third;
and if plank and nails be taken to make a floor and bunks for the
accommodation of the sick in a hospital tent, or for the troops in an
encampment, these materials must be accounted for on one return to the
Third Auditor, while the tents, tent poles and flies must be accounted
for on a separate return to the Second Auditor. I have no preference
as to the auditors, but I do hope that one or the other of them may
be authorized by law to receive and settle all the accounts of the officers
of the Quartermaster's department, without reference to the other.
We have now on the regular military establishment five mounted
regiments and four companies of horse artillery, requiring constantly,
either in service or in preparation for service, upwards of three thousand horses; and we have constantly employed in the trains, and at
the several garrisons, about five thousand horses and mules; and there
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a single veterinary surgeon authorized by law. There should
nized, and placed under a competent head, a veterinary corps,
of a competent surgeon and two assistant surgeons, to each
of mountecl troops, who should be assigned to duty at depots,
with mounted regiments, squadrons, detachments, cavalry and
lery schools of instruction, and trains. More is lost every year,
sacrifice of horses and mules for want of proper veterinary aid,
would support the expense of such a corps for two or three years.
mend that such a corps be employed, and that a veterinary
be established, where commissioned officers and non-commisofficers of dra~oons, mounted riflemen, and light artillery,
1 as the candidates for the veterinary corps, may receive comt instruction in all that relates to the care, management and
of horses and mules.
Recurring to the expenditnres for forage and transportation within
fiscal year, it will be seen that these two items have amounted to
than four millions of dollars. That, at first view, seems to be an
sum for only two items; but when we take into view tbe
that our small army covers a territory equal to the. w.hole of En' from Russia to France, including those two powerful empires,
that its operations are carried on in sections of the country enwithout resources, it seems not so strange that the expenditure
be so much, but that it is not greater. Should operations
nue upon a similar scale, the only way to make the 'expenditure
'th any probable degree of certainty, will beJ as stated in my last
report, to adopt a system of railroad communications between
distant points of our territory without the boundaries of the States.
it my views on the subject to territpries without the organized
J to keep clear of all constitutional difficulty, though I am aware
under the first clause of the eighth section of the Constitution
alone has the power to provide for the com1non defence; and a
too, not modified by any ~mbsequent amendment. Now, comtions by which fortresses may be supported, or frontiers rein' are as necessary to the common defence as the fortresses themor the troops that defend the frontier.
Unless we possess the means of rapidly reaching the Indians who
between the western States and the Pacific, they will continue
and keep our troops in constant and rapid movement, and at
expense perhaps greater than heretofore; and without a railway
unication to the Pacific, we shall continue to hold our possessions
as we hold them now, at the will and by the courtesy of the two
maritime powers of Europe. We have no means of rapid com-.
IIIUll.lva.v,·,vn with those possessions but through a neutral ienitory,
would not be available in war. rro render them sooure, wo
, at once, have communications direct to the prinoipa1 p.oints .
the Pacific.
I have the honor to be, sir, most respectfully, your obedient. servant, .

TH. S. JESUP,
Quartermaster General.

Hon. JEFFERSON DAVIS,
Secretary of War, Washington City.
Vol. ii--17
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No.9.
REPOR'l' OF THE COMMISSARY GENERAL OF SUBSISTENCE.

CO)Ur!ISSARY GENERAL OF SUBSISTENCE,
T1 ashington, October 30, 1856.
SIR: I have the honor to submit the following report of the ope
tions of this department during the past year, and to transmit an est{
mate for the subsistence of the army during the fiscal year endin
June 30, 1858.
Advertisements for proposals to supply the troops with subsisten
Juring the fiscal year 1857 were duly made, but the bids receiv
were at such high rates., that, by your instructions, no contracts we
made. The army has, therefore, been supplied by purchase-publi
notice being given of the wants as they occurred-and it is believ
with saving to the government, whilst the troops have been furnish
with a better quality of provisions.
N otwithst~nding the active operations of far the greater part oft
army, and its wide distribution, no instance is known of su:fferi
from the want of subsistence.
Some cases of scurvy occurred at Fort Pierre during the last wi
ter, due to the impossibility of procuring fresh vegetables in that di
tant and barren country. An effort was made to cultivate a gard
on Farm island, a few miles below Fort Pierre, but drought and t
crrasshoppers caused it to fail.
0
In presenting the estimate for the coming year, I have sub mitt
the cost of the ration at 27l cents, including therein all expenses i
curred by this department until it is issued to the soldier.
I would again most earnestly ask your attention to the evils oft
contract system when applied to the subsistence of the army. T
expense is greater to the government than by the Rystem of purcha
The provisions furnished are not of as good quality, and consequentl
the decay is greater. The contractors, as a general rule, are n
dealers in the articles, but speculators, with not the same inclucemen
to produce good articles as the regular dealer, but satisfied to produ
an article which will pass inspection.
No care in such inspection will determine how long the perishabl
articles will keep good; and generally, these inspections must be m
many months before the articles are to be used. By the system o
purchase the officer can select the best and freshest articles from the
whole market, and, in their first packing, has the best opportunit
for a thorough inspection. Time must be allowed the contractors fo
their preparations and deliveries; during this time changes may occ
in the positions of the troops, rendering the stores unnecessary, and
compelling their sale at great sacrifice to the United States. Ther
is an uncertainty in the contract system, particularly at our distant
posts, where the failure of the contractor to make his deliveries, or ro
furnish articles which would pass inspection could not be remedied
and much suffering might ensue to the troops. During my experien~
of thirty-eight years, I have failed to find a single benefit to the
OFFICE
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States in this department from the contract system, whilst its
have increased with the greater dispersion of the troops, and
distances from the points of supply.
would, therefore, most respectfully ask your recommendation for
repeal of the 7th section of the act, approved April J4, 1818, thus
· with the Secretary of War to supply subsistence to the army,
contract or purchase, as he may deem most advantageous.
ery respectfully, your most obedient servant,
GEORGE GIBSON,
Commissary General of Httbsistence.
Ron. JEFFERSON D tWIS,
Secretary of T¥ar.

No. 10.
REPORT OF THE PAYMASTER GENERAL.

PAYl\fASTER GENERAL's OFFICE,
November 10, 1856.
: I have the honor to submit herewith a report of the transacof the pay department for the fiscal year ending the 30th June,
'11 be seen by the tabular statement herewith, that there rein the hands of paymasters on the 30th June, 1855, applicapayments due in the first quarter of the laHt fiscal year, the sum
49,057 78; in addition to which they have received from the
and other sources, exclusive of amounts transferred from one
, the sum of $.3,~70,456 35, making a total to be accounted
$4,519,514 13, expended as follows:
ts to regular troops.................................. $3,861,463 09
to volunteers.......................................
17,135 62
the l\iilitary Academy...........................
106,464 96
Total expended ... ....• .. . . .. .. .... . . .... . . .. ... . .. .. . ...

3,985,063 67

ving a balance to be accounted for of $534,450 46.
balances, with few exceptions, have been expended and accounteJ
the commencement of the present year.
the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
BENJ. F. LARNED,
Paymaster General .
. JEFFERSON DAVIS,

Secretary of Wa'r.

Statement showing the amount remaining in the hands of each J.f the di~flursing officers of the Pay Department, and unaccounted for, on the 1st of July, 1855, the amount
re.tnitled to tKLd• j;·ou' t1te t1·eru1cry, m· turnetl ooer by other agmts, during the fi.ual year ending 30th June, 1856; the amount accmmtedfor by accounts and t·ouchers of
e:Ependitw·e, or bt.J tran:!}"er or nplacemen~ in the treastn·y, and the balance unaccounted for o be applied to payments in the flr~t quarter of the next fiacctl year.
- - - - - - - - - - - - ·-
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344,4::16 89
J.R. Hagner.........................................
8,404 47
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SECRETARY OF WAR.

No. 11.
REPORT OF 'fHE SURGEON GENERAL.
SuRGEoN GENERAL's OFFICE,

November 13, 1856.

: I have the honor to submit to you the usual annual report on
financial and other transactions of the medical department of the
during the fiscal year ending the 30th of June, 1856.
amount of the appropriation for the medical and hospital de_.. .......,, .... t remaining on the 30th J nne, 1855, was :
hands of disbursing agents .•••••••••••••••
treasury of the United States ••••.••.•••••.
appropriated per act approved March 3,

$7,160 93
18,132 50
52,500 00

Of this sum there has been expended on account ofand other claims of private physicians conin 1846 ..•••.••.•• • •• • • • • •· • • •• • • •• • • •
Do .•••.••••• do .••••••••. do •••••••••• 1847
Do ••••.••••• do .•••.••••• do ••••.•••• ,JP.48
Do ..•.•••••• do •••••••••• do •••••••••• :850
Do •••••••••• do ••••.••••• do •••••••••. 1851
Do ..•••••••• do •••••••••• do •••••••••• 1852
••••.•••••do •••••••••• do •••••••••. 1853
.......... do •••..••••• do ••••.••••• 1854
Do ..•••••••• do •••••••••• do ••••.••••• 1855
Do ..........do •••••••••• do •••••••••• 1856
of medical supplies, &c., &c., in 1842
••••.••••• do ..........do •••••••••• 1844
•• , ••••••• do •••••••••• do •••••••••• 1848
•••••••••• do •••••••••• do .••••••••• 1849
..•..••••• do •••••••••• do ••••••••• 1850
.••..••••. do .•••.••••• do .••••••••• 1851
•••••••••• do ••••.••••• do ••••.••••• 1852
Do .......... do •••••••••• do •••••••••. 1853
Do .••••••••• do .••••••••. do .••••••••• 1854
•••••••••• do .••••••••• do •••••••••• 1855
Do ••••.••••• do •••••••••• do •••••••••• 1856
in the hands of disbursin2' agents, &c •••••
treasury of the United Rtatcs •••• , •••••••••

--------1--------1

$77,793 43

116 50
116 50

3,811
540
996
1,773
155
1,274
2,391
9,288
22
7
10,360
50
28
66

63
63
125
2,188
38,598

76
66
10
47
66

38
24
12
75
94
34
00
50
85
70
72
07
96
45

2,151 62
3,601 13

$20,464 40

51,576 28
5,752 75
77,793 43

---'------------------

the preceding tabular statement, it appears that the entire
of funds available for the service of the medical and hospital
t of the army during the fiscal year ending June 30, 1856,
ty-seven thousand seven hundred and ninety-three dollars
three cents, ($77, 793 43 ;) and that the total expenditure
to seventy-two thousand and forty dollars and Aixty-eight
($72,040 68 ;) leaving a balance applicable to the service of the
t year of five thousand seven hundred and fifty-two dollars and
five cents, ($5, 752 75.)
whole sum expended during the year, twenty thousand four
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hundred and sixty-four dollars and forty cents (20,464 40) were p
on acc.ount of the pay and other claims of private physicians;
fifty-one thousand five hundred and seventy-six dollars and twen
eight cents ($51,576 28) on account of medical and hospital snppl'
Ample supplies of medical and hospital stores have been provi
for the sick and wounded of the army; and notwithstanding the lo
devious, and difficult lines of transportation, the supplies have b
as far as I have learned, regularly distributed to the various mili
stations throughout the country, and with much less destruction
loss of articles than usual on the transit to the most distant posts.
The tabular statement of the sick and wounded of the army fort
year ending June 30, 1856, compiled from reports of the medi
officers, and herewith transmitted, gives the following statistical
sults.
There were 898 officers and enlisted men remaining on the sick
port on the 30th of June, 1855, (457 sick and 441 convalescent,) a
during the succeeding twelYe months there occurred 46,319 cases
wounds and disease, making an aggregate of 47,217 cases of in
position treated during the year ending the 30th of June, 1856.
this number 45,508 were" returned to duty," 21 were placed"
furlough," 252 were "discharged the serYice," 52 "deserted,"
358 died; leaving 502 '(sick," and 524 conYalcscents; in all,
thousand and twenty-six men still under medical treatment.
From the returns in this office it appears that the mean strength
the army for the year ending on the 30th of June last, was 14,4
and there having been 46,319 cases of sickness reported as occurr'
during the year, it follows that the proportion of cases of diseas
the number of officers and enlisted men was 3.20 to 1, so that on
average each individual was sick or wounded three and one fifth ti
during the year. Again, as the number of deaths reported amount
three hundred and fifty-eight (358) it will appear that the ratio
deaths to the number of men in the army (14,434) was as 1 to 40.
and the proportion of deaths to the aggregate number of cases of
disposition treated (47,217) as 1 to 131.89.
A medical board was convened at Newport barracks, Kentucky,
the 1st of August of the present year, to examine assistant surgeo
for promotion, and candidates for appointment to the medical staff
the army.
Six assistant surgeons were examined, all of whom, having come
to the standard of merit required, were reported qualified for pro
tion.
Thirty-nine invitations were sent to applicants for appointment
the medical staff of the army ; of this number seYenteen were e
amined, (the others did not report in person to the board, or havi
reported declined an examination,) and ten were approYed; all
whom have since been appointed assistant surgeons in the army.
The medical corps, however, is still deficient by three officers-t
surgeons and one assistant surgeon; and in order to provide for th
and other vacancies that may occur during the year, another medi
board has been convened at St. Louis, Missouri, and it is now engag
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in examining candidates for appointment to the medical department
ofthe army.
There are but three medical officers at this time on leave of absence,
and these are disabled by disease from performing their ordinary
duties.
The duty of taking meteorological observations at the various military posts is rigidly enforced; and the medical officers are required
also to make, as far as practicable, contributions to all the branches
of natural science.
From the act of Congress of the lGth of August of the present year,
authorizing the appointment of hospital stewards distinct from the
rank and file of the army, and awarding to the nurses and other attendants in hospital a small amount of extra compensation, ' the
same that is accorded to the soldiers performing extra duty or labor,
much benefit to the service is anticipated.
The hospital steward, knowing that his position in the hospital is
somev.·hat permanent, and being confined to one sphere of action or
line of duty, will feel proud of his station, and be disposed to devote
best energies of his mind and body to the duties of his office, and
this with the hope, too, of future preferment. \Nhile the hospital attendant or nurse, a position often forced upon the enlisted man, feelthat his services are duly recognized-the same as those of the
· engaged on other extra duty-will become reconciled to his
·on, and of course will be in a better frame of mind to dischargJe
,ithfully the duties assigned him in the hospital.
Since my last annual report, the publication of the Army MeteoroloRegister, therein referred to-a quarto volume of ma-re than 700
has been completed, and the work has been very generally
ibuted to senators and representatives in Congress) to colleges
public libraries in this country and abroad, and to individuals
· y interested in the science of meterology.
A statistical report on the sickness and mortality in the army of the
'tecl States, embracing a period of sixteen years, from January,
, to January, 1855, which had been for some time in course of
tion, was completed during last year.
report has been printed by order of the Senate of the U nitecl
, and will, in a few days, be ready for distribution.
All of which is respectfully submitted.
TH. LA\VSON,
Surgeon General.
Hon. JEFFERSON DAVIS,
Secretary of War.
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Diseases of the organs connected with the digestive
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The serous exhalent! The fibrous and muscular structures.
vessels.

The urinary and genital organs.
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Annual repo1·t of the sick and wounded of the army-Continued.
MEAN STRENGTH.
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TH. LAWSON, Surgeon General.
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No. 12.
REPORT OF THE CHIEF ENGINEER.
ENGIXEER DEPARTMENT,

TVashington, November 25, 1856.
SIR: I have the honor to lay before you my annual report on t
condition of those branches of the military service that are committ
to this department.
"
FORTIFICATIONS OX THE SEATIOARD AND NORTHERN FRONTIER.

Giving briefly the state of adv~ncement or efficiency of the fort'
cations in the remarks that follow under their. respective heads,
shall, on the general subject, do little more than refer back tot
arguments that I have heretofore earnestly and often pressed, in beb
of the system of national defence, and in explanation of the urge
necessity for bringing it promptly to completion. ·
'rhe arguments heretofi.>re addueed in support of this system by s
cessive boards of officers in reply to calls from Congress and theW
Department, and in answer to objections or in refutation of groun
less theories that were shaking the public confidence therein, ha
received such full and perfect confirmation in the events of the w
lately ended in the Old World, as to need no further amplification.
those eYents have not established beyond all cavil the efficiency-t
sufficiency-of the defence o_f harbors by ·fo.rtifications against them
formidable naval means ever concentra~4, it would be hopeless
attempt to do so by words.
· ·
It is the object of the estimates for. fortifications now submitted
Congress, to provide either by specific grants or under the gener
head of "contingencies of fortifications," for the maintenance
existing forts in a state of efficiency, and for pushing forvvard th
that are under repair or in course of construction. And I have gre
satisfaction in reporting that with the grants made of late and tho
that the Executive now calls for, very good progress will have be
1nade in the defensive system.
But there are yet to be begun fortifications inrlispensable to t
security of several points of great importance. These having b
often urged upon the favor of Congress, I now mention merely t
1nost important of them, referring to my previous reports for reaso
in support of each case.
Stating them in geographical order, the new forts first required are
A fort at the entrance of New Bedford harbor, Massachusetts.
In New York harbor, a fort at 8andy Hook; another at a poi
opposite Fort Schuyler on rrhrogg's neck, and a third on State
Island, being the rebuilding of old Fort Tompkins.
A fort on Ship Island, Mississippi., which will exercise a powerfl
control over the eastern avenues to New Orleans, and also overt
wn.ter communication between New Orleans) :Mobile, Pensacola an
the eastern coast of the Gulf of Mexico.
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On the Pacific coast new fortifications for the defence of the en trance
San Francisco bay.
The above are of the greatest urgency. But of almost equal necesare:
new fort at the mouth of the Kennebeck river, Maine;
or three forts on the coast of Texas ; and
or three on the Pacific coast; besides the additional works
, as before stated, at the entrance of San Francisco bay.
the subject of the proposed new fortifications, I shall beg to lay
you a separate communication, including estimates of the approns recommended for the commencement of the works.

Maclcinac, Michigan.-A personal inspection lately made by
exhibited the old fort in a very. ilapidated condition as regards
defences. It is the intention, if an engineer officer can be spared
· the coming year, to apply a small sum from the appropriation
tingencies of fortifications to the repairs most urgently deed.
TVayrw, Detroit, Michigan; in charge of Lieutenant C. E.
This work is generally in good condition, though some parof the timber scarp require repairs, which will be applied forth. The buildings are in the same unfinished condition as reported
year.
Porter, near B1if!alo, New York). in charge C!f Lieutenant 0 .
.-Some small operations necessary to maintain the tower in
'tion have been executed; others have to be taken in hand,
with some repairs in the officers' quarters.
in hands of agent, October 1, 1856 .................. $14,921 &2
Niagara, New York)· in charge of Lieutenant 0. E. Blunt.-A
of repairs and renewals have been made during the year.
cribs for shore protection have been built and others repaired,
of the scarp and block-houses have been pointed. A 'series of
in the river and lake have been made, to obtain data for the
protection of the shore.
ce in treasury October 1, 1856 .............................. $3,579 00
ble amount to be expended by June 30, 1857 ... . .. . .. 3,579 00
Ontario, Oswego, New York). in charge of Lieutenant 0. E.
-Nothing has been done during the year. The decay of the
scarp and gun platforms (reported last year) is steadily prog. rrhere is a necessity for considerable repairs to this work if
to be maintained.
lJfontgomery, Rouse's Point, New York)· in charge of Lieutenant
Blunt.-The small balance available at the commencement of the
season, and the delay of the annual appropriation, have
the amount of work done during the year. The scarp and
of one bastion and curtain have been completed, and the last
Vol. ii--18
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lower story arch on the curtain turned and partially floored. Th
escape of drainage water from the piers of this curtain has been pr
vided for. In the ditches 800 cubic yards of earth have been ex
vated to low-water level and embanked behind the counterscarp, 1
piles driven, capped and grillaged, and 220 running feet of counte
scarp wall carried up three courses ; that wall being now raised to
mean about five feet above low water throughout its whole lengt
The total amou!lt of masonry in these items is 528 yards.
Balance in treasury October 1, 1856 ........................... $23,984 1
Probable amount to be expended by June 30, 1857......... 23,984 1
Estimate of amount required to be appropriated for the
fiscal year ending June 30,· 1858 ........................... .

Fort Knox, Narrows of.the Penobscot, Maine; in charge of Maj
JV. D. Fraser 'Until December 31, 1855, J. J. Lee, civil agent, u
JJ:farch 31, 1856, Captain J. D. Kurtz since that date.-The work
the last year embraces the following objects: completion of t
counterscarp of the fort, except a small portion in front of the pia
ing casemates; completion of the roofs of the galleries and casemat
and covering them in part with asphalt and earth; continuation
the southeast retaining wall, and completion of battery A.
The work yet to be executed this season is the' completion oft
counten;carp, covering and embanking its roof; completion oft
retaining wall, regrading the banquetts and terrepleins of the t
exterior batteries; covering the roofs of their flanking caponiers wi
mastic and earth, and opening the terreplein of battery B, to
flanking fire by the completion of its reverse slopes.
Next season it is designed to construct the ' nineteen gun and
howitzer embrasures on the water-front, and complete the scarp on t
side, including the preparation of one or both magazines. Also,
construct the battery ot the north covered way, provide shot furna
for the interior batteries, and build battery C.
The next step will be the construction of the piers, great arch
and terreplein of the water-half of the fort) of which as much will
accomplished as our means will allow.
The work is in all respects in a favorable condition for advanceme
and it is hoped that the necessary means will be obtained for vigoro
operations next season. The stones for the embrasures will be p
pared during the winter so as to be ready for laying in the spring.
Balance in treasury October 1, 1856 .......... _................. $45,209
Probable amount to be expended by June 30, 1857......... 44,209
l stimate of amount required to be appropriated for the
fiscal year ending June 30, 1858 ............................. .
Fort Preble, Portland harbor) Maine; in charge of MaJor W.
Fraser until December 31, 1855, J. J. Lee, civil agent, until Man
31, 1856, Captain J.D. K1trtz since that date.-The roof of the rna
zine of this work being of wood, and having become decayed, it
been removed and a slate roof substituted, due precautions bei
taken to secure good ventilation to the . roof-frame. Some alterati
have been made also to the magazine with the view of securing bet
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tion of air. The grassed surfaces of the work have been mowed
fort-keeper, who was employed about the middle of the season,
who also has attended to the ventilation of the buildings.
The next season it is expected to make some changes having referto an improved armament, and to effect other repairs contributing
efficiency, occupation, and preservation .
.,.lan<~e in treasury October 1, 1856.......... ...... ............ $1,786 59

_, ..,, .. ,. _ .. ,,_,amount to be expended by June 30, 1857.........

1, 786 59

Fort Scammel, Portland harbor, Maine; in charge of MaJor W. D.
until December 31, 1855, J. J. Lee, civil agent, until March
, 1856, Captain J. D. Kurtz since ,that · date.-Tbis work has been
charge of a fort-keeper, whose time lias been employed in attention
the rassed surfaces and in other labor upon and care of the work.
repairs are needed, and a portion of the work remains un-

•1an(~e

in treasury October 1, 1856 .......................... .
able amount to be expended by June 30, 1857 ........ .

$2,584 71
2,584 71

F01·t Constitution, Po'rtsmouth harbor, New Hampshire; in charge of
· W. D. Fraser until December 31, 1855, J. J. Lee, civil agent,
March 31, 1856, Captain J.D. Kurtz since that date.-This work
in charge of an ordnance sergeant, who has done what he
in attending to engineer matters. Though the fort is generally
an efficient state, some repairs are deeded, and much must be done
the quarters and barracks to put them in good condition. ChaNges
to be made with a view to improve armament.
McClary, Portsmouth harbor, New Hampshire, in charge of
W. D. Fraser until December 31, 1855, J. J. Lee, civil agent,
March 31, 1856, Captain J.D. Kurtz since that date.- This work
charge of a fort-keeper, who gives his time to the care of the
surfaces and preservation of the property. Repairs are needed
the furnace, buildings, and slopes.
Fort Winthrop, Boston hwrbor, Massachusetts; in charge of MaJor 0.
Ogden until July 1, 1856, Colonel S. Thaye1· until November, 1856,
then of Captain H. W. Benham.-The height of the scarp wall
been increased about five feet; sixteen piers have been carried up
feet, and all the others about seven feet. All the floor arches
second story have been turned, their spandrels filled with con' the stairway carried up seven feet, and the three magazines in
oasE~mEmt built.
The masonry laid during the ye:;tr comprises 748
yards of stone, 227 cubic yards of brick, and 163 cubic yards of
: total, 1,138 cubic yards.
balance now in band will be applied to the masonry of the
which it is proposed to continue with the appropriation asked
in treasury October 1, 1856 ............................ $10,000 00
amount to be expended by June 30, 1857 ......... 10,000 00
of amount required to be appropriated for the
yoor ending June 30, 1858..... ...... .............. .... 30,000 00
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Fort Independence, Boston harbor, JJfassach~tsetts; in charge of Jfajfll
0. A. OgdenuntilJuly1, 1856, ColonelS. Thaye1·untilNovernber,
since then qf Captain H. W. Benham.-No work has been done at
fort since the date of last annual report. Certain operations) how
are necessary he~e, which have been deferred because difficult to carry
on in the rresence of the garrison, and because an engineer officer
could not be spared to give them his personal attention.
Balance in treasury October 1, 1856 ............................ $10,000 00
Probable amount to be expended by June 30, 1857... ... . .. 10,000 00
Fort TVarren, Boston harbor, JJfassachusetts ). in charge of ColonelS.
Thayer.-The breast-height wall of curtain, front No. 2, is now in
progress and will be up this year. When finished, all the breastheight walls will be completed for the main and out works.
Six pintle-stones for barbette guns have been laid on front No.3,
and forty-four traverse circles for bar bette guns on fronts Nos. 2 and 3the guns for forty of these bearing on the main channel. All the
pintle-stones for bar bette guns. bearing on the main channel are iu
place, except thirteen for the curtain of front No. 2.
Eight casemate gun-rooms for :flank howitzers on front No. 3
nearly ready for the plasterer, and the guns eould be mounted at s
notice. These will complete the arrangements for mounting all
caRemate :flank howitzers required for the work.
Casemate quarters for soldiers-that is, ten on front No. 1,
29' by 17'; ten on curtain of front No. 2, each 50' by 17'-have
plastered, and the finish is being put up. Of officers' casemate
ters, thirty-four large rooms, with fire-places, and twenty-six
without fire-places, have been plastered, and in some of these the :fi
is nearly completed. Six others have received one or two coats
plaster, (making in all about 10,000 square yards of plaster put
this season).
Fourteen large rooms, with fire-places, and twelve smaller, ·
out, will soon be ready for the plasterer. The brick arches for
proof floors, and the brick linings of the two service magazines
front No. 3, have been built; also, the brick lining of magazine
curtain of front No. 2.
Balance in treasury October 1, 1856 ........................... $24,000
Probable amount to be expended by June 30, 1857........ 24,000 00
Estimate amount of required to be appropriated for fiscal year ending June 30, 1858 ................................. 10,000 00
Fo'rt .Adams, Newport harbor, Rhode Island; in charge of Lieutenant
E. B. Hunt. The appropriation of $15,000 for this work
been applied to the operations of two years, during which
banks and glacis slopes have been brought into good
dition. During the last year the redoubt, scarp, and coun
scarp have been finished, and its breast-height slopes have been relaid with sa.lt-marsh sods. The case:nate quarters and gun-rooma
have been generally cleared and cleaned. The west front curtain arch
joints have been picked out for pointing, and considerable repairs have
been applied to the brick terreplcin. The north and west front breast-
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heights have been in great part repainted. Numerous minor opera
tions for the completion and preservation of the fort and redoubt have
been carried on, and the east and west shores have been provided with
a field stone enrockmen t.
The gale of January 5, 1856, made a large breach in the breakwater
intended to protect the southwest glacis coupe. As a consequence,
every storm is now eating into that embankment, and adding to the
ultimate cost of repairs. It is of especial importance that this destruction should be arrested, and this necessitates the construction of
a sea-wall. As no appropriation was made for the work at the last
session, this sea-wall must wait the granting of appropriations. Various other urgent needs of the work must participate in the injuries
due to inadequate resources for operations. The small remaining balance will simply suffice to finish some n11nor constructions now in
hand.
Balance in treasury October 1, 1856
- $4,500 00
Probable amount to be expended by J nne 30, 1857
4,500 00
Estimate of amount required to be appropriated for the
15,000 00
fiscal \ear ending June 30~ 1858
Fort Griswold, N ew London harbor, Connecticut; in charge of Cap-

tain George Dutton until Septernber 30, 1856, since then of JJiaJor J.
G. Barnard.-Nothing has been done on the work, which is in good
order, and ready for the mounting of its armament.
Fort Trurnbull, New London harbor, Oonnecticttt; in charge of Cap-

tain George Dutton until September 30, 1856; since then of MaJor J.
G. Barnard.-Is in good condition, and in charge of a very efficient
fort-keeper.
Fort Schuyler, East river, New Yorlc; in charge of Captain George
Dutton until Septernber 30, 1856, since then of MaJor J. G. Barnard.The services of one man as fort-keeper have been engaged during the
year to attend to the proper police of the work. The wharf, which
had become entirely unserviceable from decay of the wood work, has
been thoroughly repaired, a good crane capable of raising the heaviest
guns erected thereon, and everything placed in complete working
order. Most of the flagging in front of the quarters has been laid,
and other small jobs executed within the fort.
During the summer two, and sometimes three, men have been employed in keeping the glacis and other gra.ss slopes in good order.

Balance in treasury October 1, 1856
Probable amount to be expended by June 30, 1857
Estimate of amount required to be appropriated for the
fiscal year ending June 30, 1858

$34,176 88
34,176 8~
20,000 00

Fort Wood and sea-wall of Bedlow's island, New York harbor; in
charge of Captain George Dutton until September 30, 1856, since then
of MaJor J. G. Barnard.-The services of one man as fort-keeper have
been engaged to attend to the proper police of the work, assisted at
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times by one and two men in painting iron work and cutting the
grass on the glacis and rampart slopes.
The sea-wall should be continued around the western side of the
island, the remainder of the coping put on the scarp, and the lower
terreplein graded.
, Estimate of amount required to be appropriated for the
fiscal year ending June 30, 1858
- $5,000 00

Fort Richmond, Staten Island, New York harbor j in charge of Captain George Dutton until September 30, 1856, since then of Major J.
G. Barnard.-The operations on this work during the past year have
been pushed forward energetically, and satisfactory progress been
made therein. The arches covering the casemates of the lower tier
have been completed, and the traverse stones and flagging laid for
the lower tier of guns. rrhe lower tier of embrasures, 33 in number,
have all been put in. The piers of the second tier mostly carried up
to the springing line of the third floor arches, and the scarp carried
up 23' 4'' above low water all rollmd, and on the north and east curtains three courses higher, and the sills of several of the embrasures
of that tier laid.
Balance in treasury October 1, 1856
- $79,000 00
Probable amount to be expended by June 30, 1857
79,000 00
Estimate of amount required to be appropriated for fiscal
- 150,000 00
year ending June 30, 1858
Battery Hudson, Staten lsla'fld, New York harbor j in charge of Capfain George Dutton until September 30; 1856, since then of JJiaJor J.
G. Barnard.-Since the date of my last annual report some work has
been done in the way of preparing composition doors, &c., for magazine, ready for hanging, and rendering the magazine dry and serviceable.
It is indispensable, in order to secure the rear of this and the other
works on Staten Island, that the United States should be the owner
of a controlling position on the high ground behind. This has been
urged upon Congress for many years; an opportunity now offers to
purchase the necessary land at a reasonable price, and an appropriation is now again asked for the purpose.
Estimate of amount required to be appropriated for the
fisool year ending June 30, 1858
- $42,300 00
Fort Lafayette, New York harbor j in charge of Captain George
Dutton until September 30, 1856, since then of Ma}or J. G. Barnard.-Tbis work is in an efficient condition; but the wooden roof, much decayed, required to be at once replaced by corrugated iron, and some
other expenditures are necessary.
·
Estimate of amount ~equired to be appropriated for fiscal
year ending June 30, 1858 - $10,000 00
Governor's island, New York harbor j in charge of Captain George
Dutton until September 30, 1856, since then of MaJor J. G. Barnard.The work on the new officers' quarters and the repairs of the soldiers'
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rracks on Governor's island, in progress at the date of my last annal report, was continued until the soldiers' barracks and ono of the
ew frame buildings outside of Fort Columbus, containing two sets of
cers' quarters, were finished and occupied. The casemates in Case Williams have been cleared out, and all the batteries on the island
laced in a state of efficiency. The roadway leading across the ditch
to Fort Columbus has been thoroughly repaired. The changes in
e soldiers' barracks have added much to the comfort and accommotion of the troops quartered on the island. A further appropriation,
owever, is necessary to complete the plan partly executed, as above
ated.
alance in treasury October 1, 1856
- $4,500 00
robable amount to be expended by June 30, 1857'
4,500 00
atimate of amount required to be appropriated for the
fiscal year ending June 30, 1858
- 14,000 00

Fort Hamilton, New York harbor ; in charge of Captain George

/Jutton until September 30, 1856, since then of Major J. G. Barnard.is fo re, generally in an efficient state, has need of some repairs,
pecially in the renewal of the wharf, now quite dilapidated.
a.lance in treasury October 1, 1856
robable amount to be expended by June 30, 1857'
timate of amount required to be appropriated for fiscal
year ending June 30, 1858

$10,000 00
10,000 00
10,000 _00

Fort Mijfiin, Delaware river; in charge of MaJor John Sanders ~tntil
ober 31, 1856, since then of Captain G. Dutton.-Is in a state of
ciency, and has received no works of repair during the past year.
Fort Delaware, Delaware river; in charge of MaJor John Sanders
il October 31, 1856, since then of Captain George Dutton.-During
he present year so much progress has been made towards bringing
is work to a state of efficiency that, on an emergency, its first tier of
guns might be mounted. The operations of the year have been
chiefly directed to carrying up the scarp and piers of the curtains;
turning the floor arches of the second tier, and small service magazines; constructing the gun embrasures of first tier, of which twentythree have been finished, and the remainder now ~n progress, and will
be completed by the close of this season's operations. The flagging
of the pavements in ten of the gun casemates of the lower tier has
been laid, and four of the stair towers leading from the parade to the
terrepleins have been carried up to the first landing, 24 feet above
low water.
This work is now in condition to allow of vigorous prosecution of
operations on all its parts, and the judicious application of the appropriatio~ asked for the next fiscal year.
Balance in treasury October 1, 1856
- $125,000 00
Probable amount to be expended by June 30, 1857'
125,000 00
Estimate of amount required to be appropriated for
fiscal year ending June 30, 1858
200,000 00
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Fort Carroll) BalleTs' Point flats, Baltimore harbor, Maryland;
chaTge of JJiaJor H. BTewerton.-The small portion of the sea-wall
front 6, which was unfinished, has been completed. During
year ending on the 30th September 2,102 piles have been driven
the foundation of the scarp wall and piers, leaving 495 piles to
driven to complete this part of the work, which it is expected to
complish in the course of the month of November, with the ex
of that portion on front 5 opposite the opening left in the sea-wall
facilitating the filling in the area of the fort. Seven hundred
twelve piles have been driven, in rebuilding the temporary
and in the construction of platforms for driving the foundation piles.
The upper surface of the concrete, in all the sections of the sea-wall,
has been graded down level with the top of the seventh course, ready to
receive the eighth course of scarp wall stones. One hundred
sixty-three blocks of granite have been laid in the scarp-wall.
three thousand two hundred and forty-two cubic yards of sand
other suitable material have been excavated from the bed of the
by means of steam-dredges, and placed within the area of the
towards the formation of the parade, &c.
The progress of the work has been considerably retarded by
difficulty of procuring piles of sufficient lengths for the founda
and also in consequence of the destruction last spring by the ice of
greater portion of the existing temporary wharfing.
The appropriation asked for the next fiscal year is for the s
structure of the work, which may be pushed forward rapidly as
as the foundations are completed.
·
Balance in treasury October 1, 1856
- $150,004
150,004
Probable amount to be expended by June 30, 1857
Estimate of amount required to be appropriated for the
fiscal year ending June 30, 1858
'UThlll'V.l"t

Fort Madison, Annapolis harbor, Maryland; in charge of Oaptai'l
M. C. 1J1eig'~.-Since my last annual report, coping stone for the seawall of the fort was received, but not set for wan.t of funds-the work
having been suspended in the beginning of November last.
Estimate of amount required to be appropriated for the
fiscal year ending on June 30, 1858 - $20,000 00
Fort Washington, Potomac river, Mm·yland.-This fort continues
as reported in 1854. No work has been required thereon the past
year.
Fort Monroe, Old Point Comfort, Virginia; in charge of Brevet
Colonel John L. Smith.-'l1 he magazines of front No. 6, including the
mask, are nearly finished. The boards for furring two of the magazine rooms, all the doors, all the shutters of the ventilators, and the
grated doors of the mask wall, had been finished, but were destroyed
at the burning of the carpenters' shop.
The pipes for leading off drainage fi·om roofs of 43 casemates having
become choked with rust, have been removed, and will shortly be replaced with others of larger bore, which have been engaged. Th.e

SECRETARY OF WAR.

281

loor of the bridge of front No. 7 has been renewed, and the sluice beeen Mill creek and the ditch of the redoubt has been finished, except
e gates. The stone piers of the permanent wharf have been essen. lly completed, and the platform will be finished in a few weeks.
The prosecution of the experiment, which has been partially tried
y direction of a former Secretary of War, for the procurement of
ter by means of an artesian well, will require a further appropri'on, as will also- the prosecution of work on the redoubt, and making
rtain indispen sable repairs of the main fort.
lance in treasury October 1, 1856
- $41,500 00
robable amount to be expended by June 30, 1857
41,500 00

Fort Calhoun, Hampton Roads, Virginia; in charge of Brevet Colonel
. L. Smith.-About 25,000 cubic yards of the stone loading has been
en down during the past year, and the remainder will probably be
moved by the 1st of April next, when a wharf for receiving materials
:till be built, and the construction of the work commenced.
A recent examination shows that no further settling of the founda'ons has vccurred within the last four years.
lance in treasury October 1, 1856 ........................... $68,500 00
obable amount to be expended by 30th June, 1857...... 68,500 00
timate of amount required to be appropriated for the
:fiscal year ending 30th June, 1858 ........................ 100,000 00
Bridge over JJ!lill creelc, Old Point Comfort, Virginia; in charge of
revet Colonel John L. Smith.-This bridge, and the causeway leadto it, were built by the United States; and it is understood to be
ntial to the reception of necessary supplies from the country that
ey be in a serviceable condition. The bridge is so much decayed
d dilapidated that, in the opinion of the engineer officer in charge,
would be better to rebuild than repair. The causeway ma.y be re'red at a moderate expense.
Fort Macon, and prlJservation of its site, Beaufort harbor, North Oar-

ina; in chaTge of Captain D. P. Woodbttry until 13th March, 1856,
'nee then of Lieutenant W. H. 0. Whiting.-The condition of the
ork is very good. The breast-height of the covered way requires
ew shingling. A few repairs of iron work are needed.
Thejettees require repairs for the protection of the site. These jeta were cut off from the beach by the gale of last August, and it is
ential that they should be built into the land again.
lance in treasury October 1) 1856......... ......... ............ $600 00
robable amount to be expended by 30th June, 1857........
600 00

Fort Caswell, and preservation of its site, Smithville, North Carolina;
charge of Captain D. P. Woodbury until 13th March, 1856, since
of Lieutenant W. H. 0. Whiting.-A small amount assigned to
's work from the appropriation for contingencies of fortifications has
n applied to repairs. A fence to inclose the glacis is required for
e purpose of keeping off cattle. The slopes of the glacis need repair.
e shingling of the breast-height and the plank roadway of the
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bridges should be renewed. The arches of galleries, casemates, a
gateways require pointing. The roofs, to some extent, need repai
Traverse circles are recommended on the south-southeast and sout
west faces and their corresponding covered ways. The wharf, no
entirely useless, should be extended~ and the team-way to the fo
renewed.

Repairs of Fort Moultrie, Cha'rleston harbor, South Carolina
in charge of Captain George TV. Oullum.-Excepting the erection
a shot furnace, no work has been done, the balance on hand not bein
sufficient to procure and put down the masonry platforms for the
columbiads designed to take the place of lighter guns on the chann
fronts of the fort.
Balance in treasury October 1, 1856 ............................. $1,883 8
Probable amount to be expended by 30th June, 1857....... 1,883
Preservation of the site of Fort Moultrie, Charleston harbor, So
Carolina; in charge of Captain G. W. Cullum.-Th~jettee for the pr
tection of Sullivan's island is nearly half finished. Its completion
been suspended till the effect of the constructed part is determin
and the sand has accumulated on its prolongation, whereby a consi
erable quantity of stone will be saved in building the remaining pa
The estimate for this jettee having been made when materials we
considerably lower than at present, and the existing jettees havin
been much damaged by the severe storm of September, 1854, the ba
ance now available will not be sufficie~t to complete the works.
Balance in treasury October 1, 1856 ............................. $7,554
Probable amount to be expended by 30th June, 1857...... 7,554
Fort Sumter, Charleston harbor, South Carolina; in charge of Geor
W. Cullum.-This work has been constantly advanced during the p
year to increase its efficiency for defence. The attention of the e
gineer in charge has been chiefly directed to the building of two sh
furnaces; turning all the lower communication casemate arches
coping parade wall; erecting three small octagonal buildings ov
the stairways leading to the upper batteries ; embanking rampar
and forming terrepleins for the barbe£te guns; laying the pintle ce
tres and traverse circles of all the barbette batteries, except the
lumbiad platforms, which are now ready to .be put down ; construe
ing the brick banquetts on the faces and gorge of the work ; comple
ing the masonry of officers' quarters and soldiers' barracks; roo:fin
them, putting in iron water-tanks, and furring them in part; pe
fecting drainage, and attending to many minor details of constructio
A considerable quantity of materials are on hand for future operations
The work remaining to be done is, to construct the platform arch
and embrasures for the second tier of guns; complete the parapet wall
pave the first and second tiers of casemates ; lay the traverse circl
for the guns of the second tier, and columbiad platforms of the third
complete quarters and barracks; rebuild the end of the stone wharf
and attend to various minor details.
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Balance in treasury October 1, 1856 ............................ $68,123 03
robable amount to be expended by 30th June, 1857...... 68,123 03
stimate of amount required to be appropriated for the
fiscal year ending 30th June, 1858 .......................... 100,000 00

Preservation of the site of Fort Johnson, Charleston harbor, South
in charge of Captain George W. Cullum.-Since the compleof the new wharf, to supply the place of the one destroyed by the
•-reeuwlllher gale of 1854, nothing has been done to the repairs of the
much injured by the same storm-the small balance in hand
inadequate to complete any portion of the work.
nee in treasury October 1, 1856 ............................. $1,132 30
Probable amount to be expended by 30th June, 1857...... 1,132 30
rn~:....~urm.1'.'n',n;

. . ....IAR-'W!ll

,

Repairs of quarters and barracks at Fort Johnson, Charleston ha'rbor,
South Carolina; in charge of Captain George W. Cullum.- These re. :which were commenced some years since, should be completed
once. The work already done cannot be availed of for use in its
• :JJncotnplete state, and the buildings are suffering for want of further
Repairs of Castle Pinckney, Charleston harbor, South Carolina ; in
of Captain George W. Cullum.-There being no appropriation
repairs of this work, nothing has been done here this year.
The appropriation of $10,000, now available, will suffic~ for all the
t necessary repairs of this work) and therefore no further approis asked.

Fort Pulaski, Savannah river, Georgia; in charge of Captain J. F .
.-The labor of the past year has been applied to rebuilding
enlarging the dykes that inclose the southern and eastern sections
island; renewing the wooden bridges connected with the drawj completing the wood-work of north wharf, and covering a
the timber with copper as a protection against the sea-worm;
g the sluice gates and cleansing the surface drains of the island ;
g and cultivating grass on the embankments of the fort; and
repairs to quarters and to the heavy doors closing the rear of
n casemates.
e work yet to be done comprises the following particulars, viz:
an advanced battery, giving more guns on the main channel ;
the barbette gun platforms to suit the proposed change in the
nt of the fort; renew the pointing of the masonry where
.rr11eea,Ba; remove a large quantity of mud which has accumulated in
'tches of the main work and demi-line; cultivate Bermuda grass
e fort and enclosing dykes; replace the wooden portion of north
with masonry, and build a carpenter shop to replace the one
rtltP.At.rov1~r1 by the gale of September, 1854.
in treasury October 1, 1856 ............................ $19,000 00
le amount to be expended by 30th June, 1857...... 19,000 00
mate of amount required to be appropriated for the
fiscal year ending 30th June, 1858... ... . . .. . . .. .. .. . .. . .. . .. 26,000 00
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Repairs qf Fort Jackson, Savannah river, Georgia; in charge
Captain J. F. Gilmer.-These repairs were resumed in November
and continued until June of this year, when the unhealthiness of
locality made it necessary to suspend all work for the season. The
labor of the year has been applied to establishing the grillage foundations for sub-scarp walls along the western and northwe8tern fronts·
to building these walls, the double walls between the wharf and
entrance to the fort, and the pier for supporting the outer end of
drawbridge; to laying the coping on the new scarp and on a por
of the counterscarps; covering the masonry around the pintle cewtr•:~•
with asphaltum; putting the machinery of the drawbridge in place,
excavating a part of the ditch; and to renewing some of the doors of
the storerooms that were much decayed.
The principal items of work yet to be done to complete these
are, to put down the grillage foundations for the permanent
and build the masonry of the same; complete the masonry of
counterscarp; establish the gun platforms for the flank batteries,
to build the officers' and soldiers' quarters.
Balance in treasury October 1, 1856 ........................... $17,800
Probable amount to be expended by 30th June, 1857...... 17,800
Estimate of amount required to be appropriated for the
fiscal year ending 30th June, 1858 .......................... .
Fort Clinch, entrance to Cumberland sound, Florida; in cha'i'ge
Captain J. F. Gilmer.-Operations were suspended at this work
spring for the want of funds, and a large part of the most fav
season of the year was in consequence lost. The expenditures of
year were applied to the construction of the curtain wall between
north and northwest bastions; to putting down the concrete fou
tions for the east bastion, and for the curtain wall between the
and the north bastion ; to building this curtain wall fo within a
three feet of full height; to excavating the foundations for, and
structing the cistern in, the east bastion; to buildi'ng the guardand prisons, and putting an asphaltic coyering on the arches of
north bastion; to the extension of the sea-wall east and west, and
ing the coping on the centre branches of the ·same; to embanking
ramparts of the gorge, and to some extent along the other fronts;
the erection of a small frame building for mechanics' quarters; to
completion of a temporary wharf; and purchasing large quantities
materials for current and future use in the construction of the fort.
It is proposed to apply the small appropriation for the current fi
year to the construction of the southwest, northwest, and east
tions; to building the masonry of the curtain walls between these ba•
tions; to embanking the ramparts and parapets of the same fronts;
building the remainder of the sea-wall and the storehouses and
houses that will be first required in the progress of the work; and w
purchasing and receiving the necessary materials.
For continuing the construction of this work an appropriation
$75,000 is respectfully urged; for this sum can be economically
plied within the period of a year, and the fort more rapidly aclv
to completion.
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ce in treasury October 1, 1856 ............................ $24,000 00
amount to be expended by 30th June, 1857...... 24~000 00
of amount required to be appropriated for the
fiscal year ending June 30, 1858............................. 75,000 00

Fort Pickens, Pensacola harbor, Florida; in charge of Captm~n Jno.
-During the past year many of the casemate traverse circles
taken up and relaid with foundations; new traverse irons were
down on the barbette tier; many traverse irons were taken up and
'ela!;terteu, and the stone circles rectified where necessary ; pavements
e broken up; iron water-pipes taken down, cleaned, and
; one cistern cleaned and repaired; some pointing and repairs
onry in the galleries of reverse fire and elsewhere; gates, doors,
tilators, and fastenings for posterns, magazines, galleries, and the
made or repaired; the small drain in the ditch cleaned out;
whar built; and sundry small jobs of painting, &c. All th e posis for guns are in serviceable condition. The quarters require
gh repairs, and other repairs are necessary in different parts of
work.
· te of amount required to be appropriated for the
fiscal year ending 30th June, 1858 ............. · ............ $15,000 00
Fort Barrancas, Pensacola harbor, Florida; in charge of Captain
Newton.-Nothing has been done on the fort itself, except some
work on the glacis.
the redoubt, since the date of last report, operations have been
d to masonry chiefly, earth-work being only undertaken when
ensable in itself, or when made necessary by the progress of the
y. There have been laid during the year 1,554 cubic yards
masonry, and 863 cubic yards of concrete; and 1 ,043!- days of
r have been d~voted to earth work. The scarp-wall all around is
brought to the reference (39'.) The upper casemate arches of
scarp galleries are completed; the counterscarp of the gorge is
hed, and all the breast-height wall of the covered way, except a
of 193 feet, necessarily left open until completion of work.
in treasury.October 1, 1856 ............................ $23,000 00
le amount to be expended by 30th June, 1857...... 23,000 00
te of amount required to be appropriated for the
fiscal year ending 30th June, 1858............ ..... ......... 33,000 00
Fort McRee, Pensacola harbor, Florida; in charge of Captain Jno .
...,,,.vvv.,.,.-During the past year operations have been directed to sethe site of fort and battery; to repairs of asphalt covering of
.erreLaeJ.. u; to repairs of gatee, doors, and ventilators of magazines,
•tf\1'' ''"·"TnS, and gateway ; to putting down new traverse irons in
and second tier of channel fronts ; to taking up and refastening
se irons of barbette tier) besides rectifying, when possible, the
se stones of this tier; to repairs of gun platforms of second tier;
building a wharf for discharging lighters ; and to painting, repairembrasures, pointing, &c.
barbette, lower tier, and ten casemates of second tier of chan0
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nel fronts are now serviceable. Several other casemates, not .on c
nel fronts, are nearly serviceable.
Balance in treasury October 1, 1856 ........ ~ ................... $38,000
Probable amount to be expended by 30th June, 1857...... 38,000

Fort lJiorgan, Mobile Point, Alabama; in charge of Captain D.
better.-The coping throughout the scarp and parade walls have
relieved from accumulated expansion; the repairs of the terren.leim
pavement, by insulating small areas with asphaltic joints, continuedd
the breast-height walls, wherever cracked, have been repaired; an
twenty-six new pintle-holes for howitzers at the embrasures of flanks
and curtains have been drilled and leaded. The funds now available
will be applied to the repair of the terreplein and its pavement, to the
construction of a new fence around the glacis to keep cattle from ita
slopes, and to the repair of the damages suffered by the permanent
wharf from the late gale.
The citadel of this work, affording quarters for the garrison,
constituting, as its name implies, a part of the defensive system,
be completed ; for which purpose another appropriation is necessary.
Balance in treasury October 1, 1856 ........................... $25,013
Probable amount to be expended by 30th June, 1856...... 25,013 00
Fort Gaines, Dauphin island, Mobile bay, Alabama ; in charge
Captain D. Leadbetter.-During the year eight permanent buildin
and three large cisterns have been under construction. Their mas
has been completed, the roofs are being covered, and most of them
will probably be available for the accommodation of a working force
early in the ensuing winter.
The balance now on hand will suffice to complete these buildings,
to construct a wharf and railroad for the receipt of materials, and
probably to build two bastions and one curtain of the fort.
The officer in charge asks for the next year the sum of $100,000;
with which he proposes to construct three bastions and four curtains,
thus completing the masonry of the body of the place.
Balance in treasury) October 1, 1856 ........................... $67,000 00
Probable amount to be expended by 30th June, 1857...... 67,000 00
Estimate of amount required to be appropriated for the
fiscal year ending 30th June, 1858 ........................... 100,000 00
Fort Pike) Rigolets, Louisiana; in charge of Lieutenant W. H. Stevens.-General repairs in progress at this time last year are completed, and tho fort is in excellent order. Some small jobs, yet to be
attended to, will be chargeable upon contingencies of fortifications.
Fort Macomb, Chef Menteur, Louisiana; in charge of Lieutenant W.

H. Stevens.-General repairs in progress last year are completed.
For works for protection of site (much needed) an'd new arrangements
of drawbridge, the sum of $7,000 is :il.sked.
Estimate of amount required to be appropriated for the
fiscal year ending June 30, 1858.......... ................... $7,000 00
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Battery Bienvenue, Bayou Bienvenue, Louisiana,· in charge of Lieunt W. H. Stevens.-The work has been in charge of a fort-keeper,
dis in an efficient condition.
Tower Dupre, Bayou Dupre, Louisiana; in charge of Lieutenant W .
. Stevens.-Some damages by storm to cistern and levee wiU need a
all expenditure, which should also provide a fence around the
ounds as protection against cattle. An expenditure is also found to
necessary to perfect the title· to the site.
'
timate of amount required to be appropriated for the
fiscal year ending June 30, 1858 ............................. $12,000 00
Defences at Proctor's Landing, Lake Borgne, Louisiana; in charge
MaJor P. G. T. Beauregard.-Preliminary operations were comenced in March last, by constructing a canal and levee around the
mediate site of the work, a wharf for the landing of materials, temrary quarters for the officer in charge and overseer, and collecting
aterials for constructing the tower and battery. The foundation
iles of the tower and of the permanent quart3rs have been driven, and
eir platforms are being constructed. The piles for the breast-height
alls of the main battery are being driven, and the exterior ditches
ave been excavated to a width of sixteen and a depth of six feet.
The balance now available will be applied to the continuing the
nstruction of the defences, which it is hoped may be completed with
e appropriation now asked.
alance in treasury October 1, 1856 ........................... $63,000 00
robable amount to be expended by 30th June, 1857.. .... 63,000 00
stimate of amount required to be appropriated for fiscal
year ending June 30, 1858..................................... 25,000 00
Fo'rt Jackson, llfissi8sippi river, Louisiana; in charge of MaJor P. G .
. Beauregard.-This work has been under the charge of a fort-keeper,
e balance available being too small to justify the commencement of
e exterior battery. With the appropriation granted at the last sesaion, it is proposed to construct the exterior battery with its magazine,
and to apply any balance that may remain to indispensable repain of
the main work. There is a necessity for raising and enlarging the
citadel, for the purpose of giving additional strength and additional
room for the garrison.
Balance in treasury October 1, 1856 ........................... $12,150 00
Probable amount to be expended by"June 30, 1857........ 12,150 00
Fort St. Philip, Mississippi river, Louisiana; in charge of MaJor P.
G. T. Beauregard.-During the last year the repairs of this work, with
the means available, have consisted in constructing two communication arches under the parapets and terrepleins of the main work; a
1carp wall across the gorge of one of the salients; finishing some of
the terrepleins, and the parade of the interior ; constructing gun recesses in breast-height walls of water front; filling and ramming earth
on parapets and terrepleins on some of the land-front faces; loading
breast-height walls and parapets of upper exterior battery.
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With the means at present available the repairs of the interior
be completed-that is, finishing the breast-height and parade w
parapets and terrepleins ; repairing some of the communication
of the northeast bastion, and setting the traverse circles and pi
blocks of its armament.
The exterior batteries, the excavation of the main ditch, and
construction of the covered way and glacis, the sum of $25,000
asked.
•
Balance in treasury, October 1, 1856 ........................... $33,850
Probable amount to be expended by 30th June, 1857...... 33,850
Estimate of amount required to be appropriated for the
fiscal year ending the 30th June, 1858 .................... .

Fm·t Livingston, Grand Ter1·e island, Louisiana; in charge
tenant W. H. Stevens.-This work has been in care of a fortOwing to some damages to the site by hurricanes last summer,
estimate of last year has been increased to $80,000, to be expended
follows : Placing coping on unfinished walls; building breast-h ·
walls and gun platforms; finishing storerooms and magazines; ·
raising bottom of ditch; raising floor of counterscarp gallery;
ing parapets and glacis, and works for preservation of site.
Estimate of amount required to be appropriated for the
fiscal year ending 30th June, 1858 .......................... $20,000
Fm·t Taylor, Key West, Florida; in charge of JJiaJor Wm. H.
until February 16, 1856, when MaJor Wrn. D. Fraser assumed
and continued in charge until his death, 27th August, 1856 ). since
in charye of JJir. Felix Senac, civil agent.-The following are the
sults of the operations carried on during the year, viz: The arch
the first tier of casemates, remaining unfinished at the date of the
annual report, have all been turned. The northwest and sout
magazines have been fitted for the reception of powder. The
of the southeast bastion are finished, and the floor of the second tier
casemates raised 19 feet 6 inches above low water to reference (19' 6".)
The floors of casemates of first tier, with three exceptions, have been
prepared from the traverse stones to the line of parade front wall.
The floors of the southeast and northeast bastions, and that of four
casemates adjoining each on the south and north curtains have been
raised to reference (6' 611 .) The piers of soldiers' barracks carried up
to reference (21') and (211 3'' ,) and the gorge wall completed to reference (20'). The parade front of soldier's ' barracks has been raised its
entire length to reference (19 1 611 .) The granite blocks flanking the
inner arched entrance of drawbridges have been laid, and the hoisting
machinery is ready to be placed in its position. On the south, west,
and north fronts the first section of arches of second tier of casemates
are completed to reference (37') 8 feet depth; and the 8 feet 3-inch
piers of casemate arches are completed to the spring of the a:ches of
galleries dividing the casemates. Pintle-blocks for howitzers have
been laid in the northeast and southeast bastions, and the scarp wall
between the blocks raised to reference (22'.) The faux-coupe of each of
the bastions has been finished, and the bastions raised to reference (22'.)
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northwest magazine and tower are completed. All the soffits of
have been pointed, except three in the south and one in the
curtain first tier. Necessary repairs have been made to the
-...nl\r~.rv buildings, and the injury dohe to the bridge by the late
has
repaired, and the repairs to the wharf begun preparatory
extension. Shutters have also been fitted during the year to all
asure openings in the south curtain and adjoining bastions.
the funds now available for expenditure there is about $138,000,
whole of which can be advantageously applied by the 1st July
in the construction of the casemates of the second tier; the
•llra;sures of the first and second tiers; completion of three magaunfinished; the flagging of the casemates of the first and second
; traverse stones for second tier of casemates and barbette guns,
finishing soldiers' barracks, and to the extension of the wharf bein 1853, which, with the old wharf_, was partialy destroyed by a
of wind on the 27th August, 1856.
view of the great importance of this fortification to the commerce
r country, good policy seems to demand that it should be pushed
pletion as rapidly as possible, and an appropriation is asked,
will be applied to preparing the main work for its entire armaand the commencement of the cover-face.
in the treasury, October 1, 1856 .............. ·....... $153,598 43
le amount to be expended by the 30th June, 1857, 153,598 43
te of amount required to be appropriated for the
fiscal year ending 30th June, 1858........................ 200,000 00

Jefferson, Garden Key, Tortugas island, Flo'rida)· in charge
Captain H. G. Wight until 12th January, 1856; since then in charge
Captain Woodbury.-The labors of the year have been devoted
'pally to the scarp-wall and adjacent piers and arches, and to
collection of coral and sand for future operations. The remainarches, 52 in number, covering cisterns and supporting the lower
, have been turned and covered. The scarp-wall of the six bashas been raised to the level of 7 feet, and the scarp-wall of the
ins, generally, to the level of 9! feet above low water; the
s to support the 110 lower casemate guns of the several curtains
been covered with concrete, and the casemate piers between these
built up to the level of 10! feet above low water.
balance still available will be applit'd to the iron embrasures
other preparations for mounting the greater part, say 90 of the
lower curtain guns) and to the scarp and piers of the work as far
the means will go.
To save what has already been expended and to enable this work,
case of war, to play the great part for which, by its remarkable
IOSlt.'wn and other causes, it will be peculiarly fitted, it is highly imt that it Rhould be made fully defensible in the least possible
An appropriation of $300,000 is earnestly requested; more
be expended with advantage. This appropriation will complete
er part of the work; mount all the guns of the lower tier ;
all the arches req nired to support the second tier of guns, and
a balance for other work.
Yol. ii--19,
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Balance in the treasury, October 1, 1856 ................... .
Probable amount to be expended by 30th June, 1857 .. ..
Estimate of amount required to be appropriated for fiscal
year ending 30th June, 1858 ............................... ..

Forts on the western frontier of Texas.-Operations are still a ·
the purchase of the requisite sites.
Balance in treasury, October 1, 1856 .....•...... ···••n··· $150,000
Fortifications on Fort Point, entrance to San Francisco Bay,
nia; in cha'rge of Lieutenant Colonel R. E. DeRussy.-The
made on this work, since the annual report of the 30th Sept
1855, consists ih the construction of the four remaining arches
the cisterns; the construction of the entire first tier of store
magazines on the gorge, including their respective arches; the
way, and the spaces between the arches brought up with co
the level of the keys of the arches.
All the stone piers on the water fronts, including those in the
bastions, have been constructed to the springing line of the
cation arches. The two service magazines, on the lower tier, are
structed and arched over. The main staircase is built up to
height of seven steps.
The foundation of the scarp-wall on the southwest angle, left
finished last. year, has been excavated and built up to its required
The superstructure of the entire length of the scarp-wall, on the
fronts, is commenced and has reached an average height of one
six inches. The pintle-stones and tongue-holes for the em
are laid.
("
The service magazine for the ten-gun battery has been comp
and an area wall constructed to protect its entrance.
The unusually heavy gales, experienced on this coast last
destroyed much of the plank-road constructed from the wharf to
fort.
This had to be repaired; and, to secure the storehouses,
penters' shop, and the mortar-mill from the further action of the
an apron of heavy stone was constructed, at considerable expense,
the slope in front of them.
Balance in treasury, October 1, 1856 ...................... ..
Probable amount to be expended by 30th June, 1857 .. .
Estimate of amount required to be appropriated for the
fiscal year ending 30th J nne, 1858 ....................... .
Fortifications on Alcatrazas island, San Francisco bay; in charge
MaJor Z. B. Tower.-During the year ending September 30, 1856
the south caponnier has been built to the coping ; the terreplein paved·
the banquette formed; the casemate finished, and the 8 :flank gun
mounted. The magazine under the gun casemate has been finished,
ready to store powder. The area wall at the entrance to the magazine
has been topped-out and coped; 5 circular containing walls have been
huilt, the platforms laid and the guns mounted. The wing-wall, to
edge of bank on the right face of this battery, and the prolongation of the scarp of the left face, have been completed, excepting the
coping; 25 guns are mounted in this battery, besides the 8 flanking
holYitz8rrc
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he terreplein of the north battery has been widened; the breast'ght wall built; the parapet filled in; 21 circular containing walls
structed; the platforms laid and the guns mounted.
he excavations for the north caponnier foundations have been made,
d the caponnier built to the coping; the gun casemate is finished,
epting drawbridge at entrance, and 7 flank howitzers mounted ;
e frame-work of magazine floor and furring is set up, and the lining
d doors and windows are ready for the finish of the magazine as
n as the walls are dry. One set of stone steps to the magazine ennee is laid; a road-way to the north battery has been opened; the
vation made for the foundations of the scarp of the 10-gun battery,
the right of the north caponnier, and the concrete foundation for
is wall laid ; the excavation for the scarp of the 16-gun battery, on
south side of the island has been commenced aBd about threerths of the shore-line of escarpment of the south battery to the
arf executed. The wharf has required some repairs, due to the dection of the piles by worms. The coping for the south battery,
the south caponnier, is dressed ready to be set upon the wall.
he appropriatiOn asked for will be applied to the construction of
16-gun battery, on the south side of the island; the 10-gun
ery, on the north side; the prolonging the defensive line from the
h eaponnier to the guard-house, and. the soldiers' barracks.
nee in treasury, October 1, 1856 ........................ $180,000 00
bable amount to be expended by 30th June, 1857.... 180,000 00
ount required to be appropriated for the fiscal year
ding 30th June, 1858...................................... 200,000 00
CORPS OF ENGINEERS.

relation to the necessity of an increase in the number of officers,
ust refer back to several previous reports, especially to that of last
very year's experience shows, more and more conclusively, the
ssity for the increase in reference to the interests of the nation in
matters confided to its hands.
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The report of the Board of Visitors, appointed to attend the a
examination in J nne last, transmitted herewith, exhibits so fu
organization and condition of the institution, that little remains
said.
The course of study, which was extended in 1854 to five years,
is now applied to four of the five classes with satisfactory results,
permitted the introduction of several branches, not 1)efore
which will be very useful to the graduates in their profession.
of these new subjects of instruction, the Spanish language, is
upon for the first time, this year, under the charge of the pr
French, to whom this new department has been temporarily assi
but whose own appropriate duties should not be interfered ·
this additional demand on his time ; I would therefore r
the establishment of a professor of the Spanish language, to
should be attached the pay and allowances now granted by law
professor of French.
I would also again invite your attention to the importance
viding the duties now under the charge of the chaplain and
of ethics, providing for the greater portion of them by the
ment of a new professorship) leaving snch only to the chaplain
can perform without interference with his duties as a clergyman.
I also repeat my recommendation of last year, that cavalry·
tion be separated from that of artillery, with which it is n
ciated by law ; and also, that the instructors of artillery have
and allowances which are given to officers of artillery serving
the light batteries.
The principal items of the estimate for the support of the
for the next fiscal year are as follows :
Current and ordinary expenses .. .............................. .
Increase of libra,ry ................................................ .
Expenses of Board of Visitors ................................. .
Forage for artillery and cavalry horses ..................... .
Replacing dead and worn-out horses ........................ .
Hospital of cadets, furniture, &c ............................. .
Barracks for dragoon detachment ............................ .
Clock tower and bell ............................................. .
Gnn pendulum .................................................... .
Repairs and additions to officers' quarters ................ ..
Models for department of cavalry ............................ ..
Extension of water pipes, and increase of reservdir ...... .
rrargets and batteries for artillery practice ................. .
Gas pipes, gasometer, and retorts ............................ .

A communication from the superintendent of the academy,
natory of the foregoing estimate, is appended; also a statement,
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from the cadets themselves, exhibiting the condition in life of
cadets for the last fifteen years, and a list of the officers and proof the institution on the 30th September, 1856.

UNITED STATES MILITARY AcADEMY,

West Point, N. Y., October 23, 1856.
: I have the honor to transmit herewith annual estimate of
required for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1858:
the item of "transportation" of cadets discharged from service
is added, and has become indispensible from the increased disfrom whence cadets are now appointed, to wit: California and
western localities.
item f' chalk and sponges," (miscellaneous and incidental ex,) for black boards, used for academic instruction, an additional
of$10 is necessary; and for scrubbing the public buildingR and
· rooms, the services of another woman being needed, $120 is
the department of civil and military engineering, last year,
of $500 was granted ; this year I ask for $100, only.
the department of natural and experimental philosophy, an inof $190 is asked for; being for an air-pump, a rotoscope, callight magnifying apparatm;, and Fresnel's wave surface.
the department of chemistry, &c., $650 was granted last year,
this year $300, only, is asked for.
the department of mathematics, $350 is asked for to procure a
models illustrating problems of descriptive geometry, a most
subject to the comprehension of the student, and best exby models, beiug an increase of this sum.
the department of ethics, a deduction of $100 is made. In the
t of drawing, a deduction of $115 is made. In the departFrench and Spanish, there is an increase of $75 to procure
··,uvlutvuci:lill·es and text books for the professor of this new branch of
. In the department of infantry tactics is a decrca'3e of
In the department of artillery and cavalry, including fencing,
decrease of $370 ; and for the department of practical engineerfor which heretofore little has been done, I now ask for an inof $700.
omiting and reducing every item that the interests of the
'on will justify, and increasing those of urgent importance,
g a total increase for the year of $6,785.
the items now called for, and for which nothing was granted
year, that of the most importance is the extension of water pipes
increase of the reservoir. The supply of water is now so limited
scant that in summer it fails some seasons altogether, and at
has b0 be economised by cutti11g off the use of it for several
of every day. No time should be lost in making provision for
ent supply, which can be procured by the construction of a
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stone dam, 175 feet in length, by 20 feet in height, across a m
tain valley, with connecting pipes.
The next in importance may be barracks for dragoons. At pres
these men are crowded into two rooms 28 x 28, 20 men in
while fourteen others have to occupy the garret, in which they
8tand up in only a part of it. No troops should be called upon
live permanently in such apartments; health and every other con'
eration forbid it. The desire is to provide these men with the sa
quarters as the engineer soldiers, the appropriation for barracks
;hom was made in 1850 and 1852, and ultimately to ask the sum
the artillery detachment.
Next in importance is the item for gas pipes, gasometer, and
torts. The intention is to light the caclets' barracks and all
buildings for instruction with gas, instead of oil, for economy
cleanliness. Since the pay of the cadet was reduced four dollars
month, the ayerage indebtedness of the corps on the 31st October,
eleven years past, has been $5,118 18* It would seem to be im
sible, with the best exertions of every superintendent during
period, so to limit the expenses of the cadet, as to reduce this ind
edness. Out of the $24 per month, allowed a cadet, he has to
and clothe himself, purchase the bedding-room furniture, text bo
military equipments in part, mathematical instruments, and
tionery of all kind~. Instead of asking an increase of cadets' pa
ask the means of effecting a saving in their expenses for oil, char
them for the gas they may use at city rates; obtaining, at the
time, greateT cleanliness in their quarters. The 'reduction of
cadets' pay, since 1845, is equal to not less than $10,000 per ann
If this sum be granted for two or three years, I certainly
effect changes that will ensure a saving ultimately) not only to
corps of cadets, but the institution generally) and assist in kee
down the constant tendency to increase the annual expenses.
quantity of oil consumed averages 650 gallons for the cadets,
320 gallons for the public buildings, annually.
The next item in importance, "models for cavalry," "targets
artillery,'' and '' repairs to officers quarters,'' stand in such light
'

11

" Orders received, August 22, 1845, reducing pay of cadets $4 per month.

Corps of Cadets in debt.
October 31, 1845 .••••.•••••. ------ ••••....••••. ------------

"

1846.---- .• ---- .. ---- .• ---- ... ---- .• ---- .. ----.
184 7 .• --- ---- • -- .. ----. ---. ---- .••. -- ••••••• - ••
1848_ -----· ·--··· ---- .•...... ---- ............... .
1849 .•.•• ---· ---------- ·•••·· ---------- •....•..
1850 .. - .• - ••.. - •. ---- •..•••.... --- .•... --- •....
1851.---------------- ............•... ---- ···•··
] 852 ... ---- .• -.-- ... --- .. --- •.. -.-- .. ---- .. ----.

1853. -----· ---- ---· •••......... -------- ---· ••••
18:i4. ------------ -----· .••••...•••••. ---- ·----1855 .• --- -.- . --- ..• - ..•. -- ...•..•.•• - ..••..•...

$4,603 65
7,82!:1 9~
5,137 17

3, 913 91)
2 925 28

4:709 29
3, 383 27
6,110 95
5, 367 54
6, 631 98
5, 686 98
56,299 99

Average of eleven yenrs $5, 118 18.
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to admit of preferences. They will all have to be provided sooner
later; until when the purposes of the institution are in these
•aspE}cts thwarted.
ery respectfully, your obedient servant,
RICHARD DELAFIELD,

JiaJor of Eng'rs, Sup't Military Academy.

Statem(j~~t exhibiting

th<J condition in life qf tlw ca.dets of the llfilitm·y Academy, JVest Point, New Ym·k, for the last fiJtee1~
years, from 1842 to l85H, inclusive,
1842. 1 1843.

-P-a-re_n_t~s~a~r-e_o_r_'i_ve_r_e_t_a~rm~e~rs--o-r_p_la_n_t_e-rs~.-..
Parentsareorwercmechanics ..... _____
Fathers are or were judges or lawyers .. __
Fathers arc or were merchants .. _. _.____
Fathers are or were boarding house or
hotel keepers.
Fathers are or were physicians._ ••• _. __
Fathers are or were in the army, navy,
or marine corps.
Fathers are or were clergymen __ ••••• __
Fathers are or were in the civil employment of the general or State government.
Miscellaneous, as bank officers, editors,
professors, engineers, masters of vessels, &c.
Occupation not stated, or no occupation.

1

59

1

-~-l-8:- 18~6. ' 1847. 1 1848. 11M9.

1844..

1850 .

I

:·

22 1
29
:.ll
4

21 1
23
38
2

21

17

1851. 1 1852.

I

1853.

I

,

I

14
34
35 •
3

3.)
35
3 11

1854. , 1855. 11856 .
I

12
25 ,
15
2 1

15
30
23
4

22
35
37
3

12
14

15
16

15

13
13

16

4

G

6

5

15

16

H'l

11

I

15

G
9
1

I

22
33
29
7

25
30
29
G

21

19
13

11
I

23 ,

9
28

8
22

20

5
11

414

6
13

18

26

14

25

13

14:
22

14

13

24
}Q

4

!)

o.J

7

4
7

4
8

3~

36

41

24

32

30

I

27

18
18

3

I

26
25
30
2

17

2

I

l7
26
40 I
2 1

21

3

I

12
36 ·
39
5 :

14
33
38
2

5
5

I

1~

16
3436
2

1

1

I

3
I

34

26

22

5

30
1

I

1s

1

15

21

20 l

18

1

--~~

15

223
~--

1G

26

17

19

li

15

9

6

..

1 --- l-.~- ~ --~ :~--. ~-- -~-: ------: --- ;-~ -. -~.~~ -~- -----.-: - ~~-- ~-- -~-~

· Total orphans ••••• -- ••••• ---.--

48

G2

0.3

t;tj

0

~

8

64

i

l'tj

::=

1

~' -:-j -:- , -:;-:-, --:- -:-1~-:--~-:--1 ~~~
1G

~

"tj

8

,

I
8

~~~ --~ ~--~~ ---~ --~ -~- ~~~

the~e numbers, there were without
fathers Jiving.
Without father or mother living _ . __• __

!l

0

I

23 I 17
1
2
2
7 I
11
13 I
7
10
19
Tott>.l.- •• ··---····-·····-····-- 221212'224-l zs6u12321
-2-12 -240- 2,1 { -233---u:7----z32l---;;- 23a
--------1-----1

Of

~

~-6-1~ ~~~ --6~ ~-~7-2- -~6~7~ ~--6-9-~--7-5-! ~-7-0- -~6-3- --6-7 --~ --5-8-: --6~ 1 --(i-2-,--G-0

14
27
18
5

48

tC

e.o

(j(l

62

55

4'1

.1.2

39
196

t;oj

Of th10sc numuerf;, the parents arc stated
tn Lc in independent circumstances.

Of thesB numbers, the parents are stated
to ue in unknown circumstances.

1------r

6

10

12

18

19

lG

18

1

:l9

- - ___ ,___ ,__ _
-I:-. -221-:23G
241
I 212
1

'l'otal ________________________

224

232

I 2-!2

24:0

UJ

33!)

247

233

1

237

239

223

00

t_.j.

c

l:d
l;!j

1-3

>
l:d
~

0

~

~

>

l:d

,
~

c:o

'-1

l

List of officers and professors of the United States Military Academy, September 30, 1856, showing the name, rank, where
born, and State or country from whioh appointed.

Rank.

Corpsorregiment. l

'Where born.

Appointed from.

Richard Delafield_________ l\iajor ____ __ __ ___ _ Engineers _____ - ~ New York.----- ~ Mil'y Academy__
Dennis H. Mahon
. , LLD ••. Professor .. ________ -----:·---------- ____ do-------.--- E~~ineer corps ..
John G. Foster---------- 1st lt. & bvt. capt. Engmcers ------ New Hampshue M1l y Academy ••
James St. C. Morton______ 1st lieutenant _________ .do._______ Pennsylvania -- - i----- .do.------Wm. H. C. Bartlett, LLD. Profe~sor. ________ -------.--------- New York------ ~· Er:-~ineer corps .•
John M. Schofield ___ • __ __ 1st lieutenant____ lst .arhllery. _______ .do. _______ -. 1'1111 y Academy-David C. Houston ________ Bvt. 2dlieutenant. Engineers------ .•.. do ________________ do ________
Albert E. Church, LLD __ _ Professor. __________ • ____ • ______ . _ Connecticut. ___ . 3d artilery---- . Absolom Baiid, AM _ __ __ lst lieutenant.____ 1st artillery.____ Pennsylvania.___ Mil' y Academy-James Thompson _______________ do __________ 2d artillery .•.•• New York .••••• ______ do ________
Alexander J. Perry _____________ do ________________ do-------- Connecticut .•••• ______ do________
Adam J. Slemmer-------- ______ do __________ lst artillery ..•.• Pennsylvania ___ •••••• do________
Matthew M. Blunt, AM ••• ______ do __________ 2d artillery ••.•• New York ______ •••••• do________
John C. Palfrey---------- Cadet·--------------------------- Massachusetts ••• ______ do........
Henry M. Robert _______________ do __________ ------·--------- Ohio _________________ do________
Jacob W. Baily, AM. ______ Professor .. _____ ,_ __ ---------------- Massachusetts ___ 1st artillery .•...
Caleb Huse.---- --- •• ---- lst lieutenant_____ lst artillery. __ --- ..• do. _________ Mil'y Academy __
Francis J. Shunk._.-.-_. ______ .do._._______ Ordnance corps._ Pennsylvania ___ •••••• do._______
Wm. H. Hardee. __ ••• -.-_ Major and bvt. coL 2d cavalry _____ - Georgia ______ • _ ___ . . _do____ _ ___
JohnGibbon _____________ 1st lieutenant_ ____
Cadmus M:. Wilcox. __________ •• do._________
Wm. H. Wood ____________ .•••• do __________
Charles W._ Field _______________ do __________

00

.
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Names.

t:-0

(.0

4th artillery ____
7th infantry __ __
3d infantry _____
2dcavalry ______
2d a r t'll
1 ery _ __ __

1
Pennsylvania _________
do ________
North Carolina. _____ .do._______
Massachusetts _________ do________
Kentuck.7 ------ ______ do ________
George L. Hartsuff_______ ------ do ---------N ew Y 01·k ________ •••• d o __ __ __ __
G
~:.~.!,.!!;. ~~~----- -~:..:.;_:~.?_:---------- 2d ca.valry ______ 1 ~entucl~y -.-------:---do ________

n ... t-....f'C'..... lu~hia.

Department.

Superintendent and commandant.
Proressor of civil and mili~ary ~ngineering.
Assistant professor of engmeermg.
Acting assistant professor of engineering.
Pro!. ofnn.turalandexpe:;imental philosophy.
Ass1stant prufessor of philosophy.
Acting assistant professor of philosophy.
Professor of mathematics.
Assistant professor of mathematics.
Acting assistant professor of mathematics.
lJo.
do.
do.
Do.
do.
do.
Do.
do.
do.
Do.
do.
do.
Do.
do.
do.
Prof. of chemistry, mineralogy, andgeology.
Assistant professor of ditto.
Acting assistant professor of ditto.
Commandant of cadets and instructor of artillery, cavalry, and infantry tactics.
Assistant instructor of artillery.
Assistant instructor 6f infantry tactics.
Do.
do.
d0.
Assistant instructor of cavalry.
A8S1S
' · t·an t 1ns
· t rue t or of ar t'll
·
1 ery.
Assista?-t instructor of cavalr~.
.

_Q~.ill2.!!1!l..ll

p.pd_profes.s_o!

p[.~th1c8

a.nd English

l:d
t'j

~~
l:d

1-3
0

bj

1-3

=
trj

Joshua. W. SilL __________
George W Rose.__________

Asei~nt

------dO---------2d lieutenant ____

-I Top. Engineers._

Robert "'\V. Weir, N. A---- Professor .. ________ ---------------Thomas H. Neill_ ________ 1st lieutenant. ____ 5th infantry ____
Hyacinth R. AgneL _ __ _ ___ Professor . ---- __ -- __ ----- ____ - ___ Samuel H. Chalfin._______ 1st lieutenant.____ 1st artillery. __ -Edward R. Platt--------- ______ do __________ 2d ~rtillery _____
Andrew J. Donelson._ •. ___ • ___ .do __ ---- __ .- Engmeers .. ___ -Thomas L. Casey _________ 2d lieutenant----- ______ do ________
Patrice de Janon --------- Instructor ..••. --------------------

professor of

Acting assistant professor of ditto.
New York. ____ _
Do.
do.
do.
____ do _________ _
ProfeRsor of drawing.
Pennsylvania __ _
Assistant professor of drawing.
N cw York _____ _
Prof. of the French and Spanish languages.
Illinois __ __ _ ___ Mil'y Academy __ Assistant professor of ditto.
Vermont. ______ ------d0-----·--- 1 Acting assistant professor of ditto.
Tennessee ___________ .do _______ _ Instructor of practical military engineering.
New York ______ ...... do. _______ , Assistant instructor of ditto.
Carthagena _____ New York _____ _ Sword master.

I

rll
t;rj

MILI'fARY STAFF.

c

IX'
lst lieutenant •. ___ 1st artillery.--. -1 Illinois ____ ----Surgeon. __ .______ Med. departm't South Carolina.Assistant surgeon •...•.•. do ________ Penm;ylvania --1st lieutenant _____ 4th artillery ________ do __________
I
Andrew J. Donelson------ ______ do __________ Engineers ..•••.• : Tennessee------

Ja.mes B. Fry _________ .__
Samuel P. Moore, M. D _ __
Joseph K. Barnes, M. D ___
John Gibbon. ____________

Mil'y Ac..1.demy --1 Adjutant.
South Carolina.Pennsylvania--Mil'y Academy •• ~ Quartermaster and assistant commissary of
subsisteiJce.
______ do ________ Treasurer.

t;rj
~

~

IX'
to<l

0

ej

~
P>
~

•
~
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REPORT OF THE WEST POINT VISITORS.
UNITED STATES MILITARY AcADEMY,

rVest Point, New York, June 17, 1856.
SrR: The undersigned, composing the Board of Visitors of
United States Military Academy for the year 1856, having met
organized at this place on the second day of June) and having
charged the duties committed to them by your letter of invitation
1
by law, beg leave to make the following report:
To faciliate them in their various duties, committees were appoi
and charged with a minute inquiry into the particular suujects brou
to the attention of the board. The reports of these comrn·
together with the journal of the proceedings of the board, acco
this report, and furnish the fullest information relative to the ''
state of the discipline, instruction, police, ad ministration, fiscal affai
and other concerns of the institution," " to all of which your a
tion is pecially directed." Subjects of a general nature, involv
in an eminent degree the usefulness of the academy, were taken
by the board, acting as a committee of the whole, and it will be
embraced in the report.
The attention of the board hr s been most deliberately given to
administration of the academy, and, in preEenting the result of
deliberations upon the important questions connected therewith,
have kept steadily before them the distinctive objects conte
and so successfully accomplished in the operation of the institutwn.
As first in importance, they have considered the propriety of enla
ing the field of selection for the superintendency of the academy,
embrace all arms of the military service. To a right unclerstancli
of this most delicate question they would remark that, for a period
fifty-four years, the superintendency of the academy has been
:fided by law to the corps of engineers; and this has been the
although the range of the institution has been extended from its o
nal and limited design, as a school of engineers, to embrace the
of the topographical and ordnance corps, and of the artillery, i
and cavalry services. It cannot be supposed that this exclusive
has been the result of mere accident, or has proceeded from any par
consideration in favor of the corps of engineers. They know otherwise.
Looking to the peculiar composition of this corps, it is perceived that·
essentially represents the highest scientific elements of the mi
service, and it may be fairly presumed that this fact has mainly
trolled the provisions of law with regard to the superintendency
Important as are the qualities of high military and admini8trati
talents, which may be possessed alike by officers of all departments
the army, the main design has been, while securing these as far
possible in the superintendent, to make them, however, at all times,
subordinate to that higher and more essential quality in such a school
as this, viz: scientific merit. It is believed that this principle is found
in wisdom and justice. 'rhat which has given to this institution
eminent character is its high scient1fic standing. Its reputation in
respect is not national mere1y-it is world-wide; for the graduates

SECRETARY OF WAR.

301

this school have commanded the respect and distinction of every enlightened nation, even with regard to those arms of service not strictly
· tific. It cannot be doubted that the distinction which they have
gained for themselves, and the honor they have won for their country,
have their foundation, essentially, in the scientific bases upon which
their military education has been founded.
The board would most earnestly suggest, therefore, great caution
in any change which should, in the least degree, depreciate the high
· tific character of the academy. It should be most carefully preserved and maintained, and, if possible, elevated.
The superintendent is president of the academic board. He directs
the academic exercises. His position should give prominence to the
"n characteristic basis of the institution, and his personal qualificas should be such as to command the confidence and respect of those
are trained for all the branches of the public service.
ith these principles clearly directing the administration of the
emy, it is the opinion of the board that, as the corps of the army
at present organized, officers possessing the necessary qualifications
this special service may be obtained from all the scientific corps;
they are persuaded that the efficiency of the academy may be
tly promoted by extending the range of selection for its superinnt, so as to give the academy the advantage of their services;
they would most earnestly press upon the department the imporof subordinating, in this selection, military and administrative
ts to the essential one of scientific character.
The successful issue of the late war has had a tendency to give a
"nence to the military element, to the neglect or depreciation of
true cause of that success, viz: the discipline of the mind in the
scientific training of the Military Academy. How the present
tive rule may be removed, without a sacrifice to the institution,
are not fully prepared to say, unless it may be done by confining
inspectorship to the chief of the corps of engineers, as at present,
by such legal conditions as shall limit the selection to those graduof the academy who belong to any of the scientific corps, and who,
the same time, possess the highest military and administrative qual. Or, considering the rapidly increasing boundaries of our extended
try, and the need of all the appliances nf genius and of art in the
•••.., .. t-t, ...... service which a just regard to its fu .. l defence may demand, it
s to the board, as an alternative proposition, which may at no
t day be found absolutely necessary, and which would solve the
difficulty in this complicated question) to "establish another
academy with speciol refeTence to the necessities of those arms
the military service not strictly scientific, while this academy shall
exclusively appropriated to the preparation of officers of the scier~r
corps." The board have been sensible that the subjects ofinstruchere have been too much crowded, and that the time and attention
to the military exercises have materially interfered with that
ly due to the severe scientific course of the academy. It is easy
the youthful mind, by the attractive duties of the cavalry and
drills, from the labor of the student life; and while they are
made to the eye of the casual observer better soldi<:>rs, they are
T
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really less efficient for all the higher and more important demands o
the military service. The suggestion bears the prestige of the exam
ple of European services, and may be worthy of consideration.
Whether either of these recommendations be carried out or not, i
is considered essential by the board that a local rank of colonel be
assigned to the superintendent. This measure would remove a difficulty which has frequently existed, and which presents an anomaly
in the military service, important to be avoided, of command being
exercised by the superintendent over officers of higher military rank.
Considering, also, the position. of the superintendent as commanding
officer of a post so much visited by distinguished strangers, the board
would further recommend that the pay and emoluments of the superintendent correspond with thoAe of a colonel of cavalry.
As connected with the above subject, the board are of opinion th
an error was made in the law which established an equality of academi
rank among the professors of the academy. Seniority of commission
is a just, and may be the only safe rule for the military service; bu
in an academic board, controlling an essentially scientific school, the
departments not strictly scientific, should be kept as they originally;
were, subordinate to the scientific departments of the academy.
The report of the Committee on Finance, with the very full tabula
statements supplied by the superintendent, Major Barnard, presents a
comprehensive exhibit of the fiscal affairs of the academy, and atten
tion is specially directed to the recommend:ttion of the committee i
reference to an increase of the pay of the cadets. ·
The committee to whom was referred the state of military discipline
police, &c., have presented a report which, with the recommendations
contained therein, has received the unanimous approval of the board
The subjects of inquiry embraced in this report have been more or le
brought to the attention of all the members of the board in the cour
of their general as well as specia' visitations, and they would expre
their high satisfaction with the state of military discipline and police.
The recommendation of the superintendent for an appropriation
$20,000 for a supply of gas for the institution, commends itself so
strongly by every consideration of propriety as well as economy, that
it is hoped Congress will at no distant day make provision for it.
The construction of the cadet barracks seems to be singularly un·
fortunate in all the qualities which secure comfort and discipline to
the cadets. Besides being ill adapted for police, there seems to be a
want of good ventilation, and the suggestion of the acting commandant of cadets, Lt. Wilcox, for the construction of piazzas, is
deserving of special consideration. To this the board would further
recommend that the system of warming the barracks by hot-air furnaces
be substituted by the more improved method by steam or hot water.
This latter system has been generally adopted in the hospitals and
asylums of the United States, and seems to be the best adapted for
the healthful supply of pure air at proper temperature. It frees the
institution from coal dust, the disadvantages of high temperature in
the heating surface, and risk from fire, and affords the most adv-antageous method of introducing thorough ventilation into the building.
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tis believed that the sum of $30,000 would meet both of these recomendations.
Considering the important command of the instructor of infantry
ctics) who is also commandant of cadets, as well as that of intructor of artillery and cavalry and practical engineering) the board
eem it proper and just that each of these officers Rhould be placed
pon equality with the other members of the academic board, and
ecommend that the local rank, pay and emoluments, of a major of
cavalry be assigned to each.
Much inconvenience results from the insufficiency of quarters for the
assistant professors, and the scientific departments of the academy
ave been somewhat embarrassed in consequence. The assistants in
these departments, being for the most part taken from the graduates
of more recent date, and not having the rank to secure the selection
of quarters, are either thrown upon the courtesy of their brother
officers, if they should be married men, or are compelled to board at
the hotel. It is desirable that every facility should be afforded to
these officers for the proper study of the important branches of inruction as5igned to them, and it is believed that an appropriation of
10,000 w1ll enable the superintendent to construct four or five comortable cottages for their accommodation.
Paragraph- of the regulations of the academy, which makes the
mmandant of cadets the inspector of the cadets' commons, reuires modification, so as to make it the duty of that officer, or one of
is assistants, to visit the mess-hall at stated periods to see that the
dets are at all times supplied with clean and wholesome food.
The board are also satisfied that the regulations which limit the
umber of demerit to the cadets, and which prescribe special penalties
hen this limit is exceeded, require material modification. They
ould recommend that the limit of demerit for a cadet be fixed at
00 for any period of the same academic year prior to the 16th of
December, and also 100 hundred for any period of the same academic
ear from the 16th December to the 16th June; and that whenever a
cadet shall exceed this limit, it shall be the dnty of the superintendent
to lay his case before the academic board, that he may be reported
to the War Department for discharge.
They are satisfied that "suspending" or "turning back" a cadet
for excessive demerit is a pernicious rule for the academy. If a cadet,
with full knowledge of the penalty attached to excessive demerit,
continue to neglect his duty until he exceeds the prescribed limit, he
is not only an unworthy subject for the academy, but his example
and influence become injurious to others, and he should be dismissed.
Suspension and turning back are half-way places, into which many
are tempted to retreat. The best interests of the institution demand
ummary dismissal.
The report of the committee on instruction presents in a clear and
comprehensive manner the views of the board on the important branch
of their duty, and attentive consideration is respectfully invited to the
Jtiggestions contained therein.
The department of chemistry) mineralogy, and geology, ought not
to be restricted in the range of selections for its assistants to the "line
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of the army," but authority should be given to secure the services
the best officers in either corps of the army.
Nor should the library be limited by the small annual appropriati
now made for its support. Books are the working tools of the schol
and should be supplied without stint. The board would recomme
the annual appropriation of $3,000 for the library, and a provision
an assistant to the librarian equal to that of the clerk to the adjuta
While the board fully approve the "four yeaTs rule," as it is term
and believe it just and proper for the militay service, they wo
recommend such occasional relaxation of it as may seem to the dera
ment to be called for by the special wants of the scientific departm
of the academy with respect to their principal assistants. These
partments have been materially damaged during the past year by
application of this regulation ; and if the claims of the public ser ·
elsewhere justify the exceptions referred to, the efficiency of the ins
tution would be promoted by them.
It seems to the board that in the new progrnmme of studies adopted
the academic board to accommodate the course to the extended te
of five years, the essential idea which made the fifth year necess
has been in part overlooked. Deficiency in the elementary departme
of knowledge in the candidates for admission suggested this as a p
tial remedy, by affording opportunity for instruction in those Engli
studies which should constitute the foundation of the education of
American officer. rrhe mathematical studies of the fifth class no
embrace as extensive a range as the former fourth class, while t
present fourth completed the full mathematical course formerly clos
in the third. The board would recommend a change in this arrang
ment, so that the fifth class shall be instructed exclusively in tho
branches properly embraced in an elementary English course of studie
and that, should any candidates for admission, on examination
the academic board, be found qualified to enter the fourth cla.s., th
be permitted to do so.
The separation of the duties of chaplain from the department e
braced in the instructions of English, recommended in this repor
will afford the means of carrying out this suggestion.
The special attention of the department is directed to the rep0rt
the committee on the moral and religious condition of the institutio
The board have been deeply pained at the limited provision mad
by regulation, and by actual practice, for the religions instructio
of the cadets; and the recommendations of the committee are deser
ing of most mature deliberation. Whatever differences of opinio
may prevail among the Yarious Christian denominations, all believ
that the true foundation of individual morality and national prosperit
lies in tb.e divine precepts of theW ord of God. Every facility shoul
be afforded to those who are receiving, at this school, the educatio
which shall fit them for the service of their country, to be early traine
in all the duties which pertain to them in their relations to the Suprem
Law-giver. rrhe Bible, as a text-book, opens a "department of kno
ledge which, like an ample palaeo, contains within itself mansion
for every other knowledge; which deepens and extends the interes
of every other; gives it new charms and additional purpose," a.n
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ught not to be withheld from the cadets of this institution. Rights
f coa~cience should be most sacredly guarded ; but this may be done
the means suggested by the committee in Sabbath Bible instruction,
nder the limitations and conditions contained in their report, and
y such regulations as shall protect this place from -being made a gala
y, by military displays, for the admiring multitudes who throng it
the ~-.: t:tbbath day for this purpose. Whatever good policy may dicte as required for the common soldier does not necessarily apply to
e cadet, and, under a proper system of religious instruction, would
ot apply.
There are special considerations which make this a subject of grand
portarice. ~iany of the graduates of this institution are stationed at
r frontier posts, a.nd are, in a great degree, removed from the stated
eans of grace. Let them leave this academy without the principles
the pure morality of the Bible, and they soon fall a prey to the
mptations which there beset a soldier's life. But let them be furished with the blessings of our holy religion, and how much would
eir influence be felt, through the Bible class and the Sabbath school,
pon the rank and file of the army; and how mightily would it tell
pon the virtue and intelligence of our people! To give, then, the
llest efficiency .to these important suggestions, the board would
rnestly recommend that the duties of chaplain be separated from the
rofessional department of the academy, and that a professorship of
oral and political philosophy and belles lettres be established.
A review of the extensive field of inquiry committed to the board
convinced them that, for a full discharge of their duty, much
ought and patient and laborious ex:amination are required. ~lost of
ose who usually constitute these boards of visitation come here enrely unacquainted with the practical operations of the institution,
d just as they begin to understand their work their duty terminates.
has hence occurred to the board, that if three members of the preing board were invited, in connexion with the regular appointees of
y one year, each board would possess the advantages to be gained
'1 their experience and knowledge. They would also recommend, as
n important auxiliary in their duty, that the superintendent be
irected to prepare each year, and in advance of the meeting of the
arcl, a detailed report of the operations and wants of the academych report to embrace the reports of the heads of the various departents, and to be laid before the board on its organization.
It is presumed, also, to be the intention of the law, that the actual
penses of the members of the board should be met by the provision
ade for them. In the experience of this board this provision is infficient; and they would recommend that the law be modified, so as
provide an allowance for mileage at the rate of ten oents per mile,
d for current expenses eight dollars per clay during the session of
e board.
The board would take this occasion to express their obligations to
e superintendent, professors, and officers of the academy, for the
urtesy which they ha.ve on all occasions extended towards tlwm.
very facility has been afforded to enable them to acquaint themselves
"th the condition and wants of the institution.
Vol. ii--20
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And now, in closing the <iuties which have engaged their attenti
during a laborious session of sixteen days, the board cannot sepa
-without the expression of the high satisfaction which their visit
given them. Representing, as they do, fOlnteen distinct States oft
great confederacy, coming together as strangers to each other to co
sult over the interests of an important national institution, they
with sentiments of profound and honest pride-sentiments which t
are sure are responded to by their constituents-that their coun
has established so noble an institution as the United States Mili
Academy. While differences of opinion have occasionally existed'
their consideration of the various questions of public policy w •
relate to the conduct of this great school, their session has be'en one
the greatest harmony and satisfaction ; and the views which they
leave now to present are the result of their united and concurrent labo
We have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servan
]fRANCIS H. SMITH, of Virginia,
President of the Board.
F. B. SAXTON, of Texas,
Secretary of the Board.
WM. H. DUNCAN, of New Hampshire.
JOHN WHEELER, of Vermont.
LITTLETON KIRKPATRICK, ofN. J.
JOHN B. SPOTSWOOD, of Delaware.
R. T. SIMPSON, of South Carolina.
Wlrf. B. READ, of Kentucky.
E. G. EASTMAN, of Tennessee.
JOHN HENDRICKS, of Indiana.
W. vV. HOMAN, of Illinois.
JNO. J. LOWRY, of Missouri.
·wM. T. BARBOUB., of California.
A. E. BURNSIDE, of Rhode Island.
Hon. JEFFERSoN D.Avrs,
Secretary of War.

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON FISCAL AFFAIRS.

The committee to whom was referred the duty to examine the :lis
affc1irs of the United States Military Academy, and also the qualit
of the books and clothing furnished the cadets, having performed th
duty assigned them, beg leave to report:
.,. That they have been politely furnished by the superintendent wi
all the papers necessary to a full view of all the fiGcal operativns
the institution.
Paper A is a statement of the rank, pay, and emoluments of th
officers, professors, instructors, cadets, and employes of the Unite
States Military Academy, from the 1st of l\fay, 1855, to 30th June
1856, which (except for an additional ration to certain officers oft
army) amounts to the sum of $60,989 60, concerning which we ar
satisfied, and have no recommendation to make.
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Paper B contains a full statement of boardin~, books, clothing, and
other necessaries furnished the cadets, by order of the superintend' for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1856, which shows that the
rd, clothing, books, &c., required by the regulations, amount to
than their monthly pay, which, being avera·ged for the past year,
~111\~>J:::s the charges against each per month $2 74!, and by the year
94 more than their pay. This paper further shows that this excess
charges over the pay has bee a regular and continued; and that the
~il:ce:ss of ch&rges over-averaged, for the seven years previous to the
$6 90 every two months, making the average annual excess
9 60 ?-gainst each cadet.
We take it for granted it is not only the intention of Congress, but
desire of the American people, to pay the actual necessary ex-~nsj~s of the cadets while at the institution.
ngress by law directs the superintendent and faculty to adjust
regulate the supplies, the number and kind of books for each
and to direct all other articles necessary for them while in the
stitution. By the regulations of the board of officers, all these things
are required to have, and the proper officers are required to furthem. Board is supplied and charged to each at cost. Clothing,
, are also furnished, and charged to them, at an advance only of
tis necessary to pay freight and expenses of 'clerk hire.
e have examined with some care the commissary's department,
how it is conducted; and from the manner of checks, arranged to
against peculation, and the general clearness and correctness
which all the vouchers for purchases and disbursement are kept,
are sH-tisfie(l that a system of economy, as well as of security that
n,rticlcs furnished are good; has been acquired, which we need
ly expect now to amend; especially when we reflect that this
has been gradually approaching its present condition by the
rience of year by year for fifty years, and now has the sanction of
e officers concerned, and, so far as we know, is satisfactory to the
We have therefore no alteration to recommend in this depart-

But the fact referred to a,bo\'e, that the charge against the cadets
been annually greater than their pay, seems to demand alleviation.
And we recommend that Congress increase the pay so as to cover this
nnual deficit, and thereby enable the destitute as well as others to
the rich advantage of an education from an institution the value
which has been so fully proven both to the cadet and country.
We do not, however, desire to recommend any increase of pay bewhat will be suificient to meet the charges f<)r board, clothing,
, which. the board of officers may think necessaries, and require ti1e
to have; and this, we think, will be secured by an addition of
month to the present pay. This will make the monthly pay
instead of $24, as it is now.
The average deficit of the past year being $32 90, and for the preseven years being $39 60, the recommended increase of $48 will
the average deficiency for the last eight years, and it is believed
·
continue to do so for the future.
We have examined the clothing furnished the cadets, and believe
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the quality of the articles is good and as cheap as the same artie]
can be procm·ed. As to this item, we have nothing to condemn n
any alteration to suggest.
Paper 0 exhibits a full account of all the fundB available for tbe
of the United States Military Academy, and the disbursements rna
by the superintendent for the same during the fiscal year ending Ju
30, 1856, from which it appears the expenditures for the pa~t ye
amounted to $65 7 619 32, and the balance unexpended io $38,173 2
Paper D exhibits a detailed q,nd very satisfactory account of ho
the mess commons is supplied, and by whorn the purveyor (otherwi
steward's) account is examined and passed. This officer ia the age
for the cadets, and is paid out of their money, and accounts every t
1nonths to the board.
Also a full and detailed account of how the commissary (anoth
agent of the cadets) makes his purchase21 of clothing; how it is rna
up and supplied to the cadets; how the rates of charges are arrange
what board examines all these accounts, and how often; and wh
checks are arranged to detect fraud.
Also how the vegetable garden, the cows, and poultry belonging
the cadets, are managed, and the nett proceeds shown; all of whi
is so satisfactory we have no alteration to suggest.
In conclusion, we are gratified to be able to report that we find
complaints in any way connected with the fiscal affairs of the instit
tion, but, on the contrary, believe them well arranged and faithfu
executed.
All which is respectfully submitted.
•
R. F. SIMPSON, Chairman.

JOHN J. LOWRY.
WM. H. DUNCAN.
Col. F. H. SMITH,
President Boa'r d of Visitors U. S. JJ1 . .Academy for 1856.

A.-Statement of the '1"ttn1c,

No.

Ofi1ce.

Rank.

Army pay I Academic
per annum.
pay.

Pay.

1

-1-/ Superintendent. ____ ---------------- Brevet major. -----·---------------- $2, 076 00 ------·--- $2,076,00
1 Professor of engineering •••.••.•.••••. ---··-··-··-·--··-······-··--·--··---··-···--- $2,000 00 2,000 00
1 Assbtantprofcssorofenginecring •••••• 1st~ieut.enginee~sandbrevetcaptail'l •• 1,029 96
200 04 1,230 00
1 .... do ..•.••••.••• do--------:-··---- 2dheutcnar..tengmeers -------··----- 1,029 96 --·----··- 1,029 96
1 Professor of natural and expenmental -----·-··-···----···-··-····-···-·-- ----···--- 2,000 00 2,000 00
philosophy.
1 .A.ssistautprofessorofdO---····------- lstlieutenantinfantry...............
882 00
348 00 11 230 00
1 .... do .••••• dO---------------------- lstlieutenantartillery •••••••••••••••
882 00 ---··--··882 00
I .... do •••••• dO---------------------- 2d ...•.•.. do •.••• -----------------834 00 -----···-834:00
1 .... do •..••• dO---------------------- 2dlieutcnanttopogmphical engineers •• 1,029 96 ---·--···- 1,029 96
I
Professor of~a.thematics ••••••••••••• -----------------------------·-·---· ---------- 2,000 00 2,000 00
1 .AssistantprofessorofdO-------------- lstl~eutenanttop~graphicalengineers •• 1 1 029 96
200 04 1,230 00
3 .••• do •••••• dO---···------·----···-· 1st heutenants artillery, each----·---882 00 ---·--···· 2, 646 00
1 .... do .••••• do .••••••••••••••••.••.. 2d .••••••••• do.....................
834 00 ---••••••·
834 00
1 Professor of chemistry, &c ••••••••••.. ------·---------·--·--··-·------····-····-··-- 2,000 00 2,000 00
882 00
348 00 1,230 00
I Assistantprofessorofdo •••••••••••••• lstlieutenantartillery...............
1 .... do •••••• do ••.••.••.••••••.•••••. 2dlieutenn.ntordnance ••••••••••••••• 1,029 96 -----····- 1,029 96
1 Professor of ethics, &c----·-·--------- -----------·--·-----·-····-·-······· ---·--·--·· 2,000 00 2 000 00
1 Assistant professor of do •••••••••••••• 1st lieutenant ordnance--·--····----- I, 029 96
200 04 1:230 00
882 00 --·-··--·- 2, 646 00
3 .••• do ••••• do ••• ------------------- 1st lieutenants artillery, each--------1 .... do .•.••• dO.--------------------- 2dlieutenantordnancc ••••••••.••••.. 1,029 96 ·-··-·---- 1,029 96
1 Professor of drawing •. ----·---------------·-··-------------------·----------------- 2,000 00 2,000 00
1 Assit;tant professor of do-------------- 1st lieutenant infantry ••• -----------882 00
348 00 1, 230 00
1 _. __ do ____ • _do •. - • - •• - • - - - •••• - • - - • . (Vacant. ) • __ •••• - • - - - - ••••• - - • __ - • __ _ . __ _ _ _ __ _ ______ • ___ _• _______ _
Professor of French---------·--------·------------·--·-------------------··-------- 2,000 00 2,000 00
1 AssistantprofessorofdO-------------- 1st lieutenant infantrY--------------882 00
348 00 1,230 00
882 00 ---·------ I, 76·1 00
2 .... do .•..•. dO---------------------- lt;t lieutenH.nts artillery, each--------1 Instructor of practical engineering-.--- Captain engineers, commanding company I, 350 00 __ • _. _•• _ _ 1, 350 00
I AssistantinstructorofdO------------- lRtlieutenant engineers-------------- 1,029 96 ------·--- 1,029 96

2 ___ .do. ____ .do. __ ----- •••••••••••••• 2d lieutenants engineenl, each ••••••• ..11, 029 96 •••••••• •• 2, 069 92

Remarks.

1
rJ)

tyj ·
~

~
~

1-3

~

:;d
~

I

l

0

~

Diebursed by Pay Department.

~
~

~

J
~

0

(0

STATEMENT-Continued.

t.A:I

......
0

No.

Rank.

Office.

Army pay
Ijper
annum.

Academic
pay.

Pay.

Remarks.

- - -1
-----------------------------1 Instructor of infantry tactics •••• _•••• _ •••• _•• _. __ • __ •••• _•.••••••••••••••••••••.•• , .•••• __ •••• i$2, 000 00
$120 00 1 3,006 00
3 Assistant instructors ••••••••••••••••• 1st lieutenants infantry, each--···---- $882 00
1 .••. do ..•••. do •••••••••••••••••••••• 2d liel!tenantinfantry................
877 00
120 00
997 00
1 Instructor of artillery and ca.valry...... 1st lieutenant and brevet captain .• _...
882 00
348 00 1, 230 00
882 00 --········ / 882 00
1 Assistant instructor of artillery •••••••. 1st lieutenant artillery-------------··
1 Assistant instructor of cavalry •••••••• 1st lieutenant dragoons •••••••••••••• 1,125 96 ·--·~----- 1,125 96
Disbursed by Pay De1 •.•• do .••••. do .••••• do .••••••••••••• 2d lieutenant cavalry ••••••••••.••••• , 1, 125 96 ---------- ~ 1, 125 96
partment.
1 Instructor of fencing .•••••••••••••.••.•••••.••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 1, 200 00 1, 200 00
228 00 ....•.••••• 1
Uadets, eachU ••••••• •• _•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• - ~ - _...•••• 1 Surgeon .•.••••••••••••••••••••••••• ----····························--·· 1, '7'88 00 --········ 1, 788 00
1 Allsi.stantsurgoon ••••••••••••.••••••.
1, 518 00 .•••••.••• 1 1 51£ 00
1 Adjutant •. ·-----------------------· 1st lieutenant artillery...............
882 00
363 9G 1,245 96 1
1 Clerk to disbursing officer and quarter- --····-···--·------····-······-····-~ ·-···----900 00 --·····--- ~ }
master.
Disbmsed by Superin1 Clerk: to treasurer •••••••••• ,.. •••••••• ····-----··-·······-················..........
~00 00 ;--·······tendent.
1 Clerk to adjutant·--·················r·~··••••v•• ....................... w • • • • • • • .••• v•····
600 00 ~ --····---- ~

--------·-··---------------·········j'

1

u See treasurer's report for det01.iled li\tatement of accounts.
NoT~t.-In addition to army pa.y, all officers receive an additional ration for evei'y five year~' service; the value of whioh is commut8d at S6 per
mouth. 'fhe officer acting as commissary of sullsfstcnoe receives, in addition the snm of $14: per month. 'l'hese two items of additional compensation
are not poculiar to officel'il on duty at the Military Academy, but apply to officer~~ of tho army wberevel' litationed.
Q. A. GILLMORE,

Qv.ur.cEn.lu.srEit'FJ On-roE,

u. s.

Lieutena11t Engirw::~·:~, and Quartmnastm· U. S. Jfilitarv Acadomy.
Mrr,rTAn.Y AcADEMY,
Wl:.!t Point, New .York,

June 9, 1856.
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Statement of authorized amounts paid by the treaswrer of the United States Military Academy, exhibiting fl~e annual total
amottnts, the average amounts for two months, together with the average amount applicable for each cadet, for all articles, from May 1, 1855, to April 30, 1856.
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4, 264 64

4, 139 87 24,175 43

4,029 23

18 10

923 93
1,529 80

1:168 35
1,546 92

834 54 5, 2.59 94
1,031 89 10,619 28

882 65
1, 769 88

4 00
7 97

2,694 9-:l

1,901 80

2,047 00

1, 775 40 13,709 79

2,284 96

10 29

1,111 98

699 65

618 53

2 76

64 50

111 68
212 07

Board at mess commons .. . . 3,403 28

4,343 20

3,920 34

4,10-t 10

790 89
640 74

927 65
3,686 15

!150 58
2,183 78

2,294 23

2,996 44

481 18
100 77
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Commissary store ...• • • , • • .
Commissary clothing depanmcnt.
Commissary shoemaker' s
department.
Postage of! etters and newspapers.
Barber, shoe-blacking, an;i
varnishing.
Sundries ....... . ...........
Daths taken by cadets ......

176 58

!J<J8 54

··········
86 60

544 155
11 52

...

64 00

Iron bedstead and table fund

'lS 00

Dialectic Society •••••

41 50

Rul es and triangles ....•••. .

Lithographic dtlpartment... j ... ,., , •••
I

359 37

408 15

3,678 86

613 14

3Q

33 71

3 98

411 94

68 67

31

170 76

150 28

175 77

1;186 00

197 68

89

185 6'l
84 95

115 00
99 90

845 'l7
41:16 24

140 87
8t 04

63
36

139 00

203 00

33 83
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163 01

27 18
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101 15 ··········
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$0 95

$1 40

$21 59 j

$2 6!S

$39 49

$13 04

2!l 25

28 98

18 70

2 75

95 42

26 02

11 92

1!J 68

46 57

21 78

126 00

)faking fires and policing
barracks.

144 19

18 50

18 70

Dentillt................... ..

!lll 88

151 26

21!2 40

~10

10 74

28

1~

97

30 I 1, 056 03
~0

iG 45

Dancing master .••• , .•••.•.

500 00

soo

Cotlllon pilrties, ••.•.••.•.. ' · •. · · · ·• • ·

342 12

342 12

lT 60

India-rubber capes •..•• , ••.
MonumenterectedtoCadet
Frost.
Cash on account and sundry subscription~.
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320 00

31 50 ; ......... q
1. . . . . . . . . .
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15 90
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. 176 00
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12 76

5

8333

37

~7

25

02

49 10

8 18

3

3:.10 00

53 33

24

701 56

116 94
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This embraces damages of barracks, breaking window glass,
&c.
Chargr. for damages of arms and accoutrements, Joss of the
same, &c., whiC'h reverts to the United States.
Char~e for darnal{es of tumhlerR, plate~, dishes, knives and
tork~, &c., wh1ch is signed by the cadets when the s:\Hl
damages are dono, agreeably to the :regulations of the
mess commons.
Distributing fuel, policing barracks, attendance on furnaces .
The amount is arranHed at each settlement according to
the number of cadets at muster.
For professional services, when recommended by the army
surgeon of the United States Military Academy.
Amount subscribed by tho cadets of the Military Academy
for instructions in dancing.
I Volunt.uy subscription llY the corps of cadets fur the M1litary Academy lor a ball and cotillon parties given by them
during the months of July and Angnst.
I Purchased lor the use of the cadets; a small amount charged
semi-annually for their use.
Subscribed by the members uf his clas8,

1

3'.!~ 97

116 47

35 62

67 46

73 40

Balance of cash paid cadets: 4,427 32 _ _ : : - - = - - 7 = _ : ' 68
1

1

83 64 j

Subscrlption to new!papers, express fioeigl1t, &o., as o.utharl10C<! by th() Superintendent.
When graduating they receive tbe balances due tllcm, in·
eluding their equipment fund; and the furlough clnss r& .
ceive the balance that m14y be dqe them ~a me lit Juty.

_:_~::::~=~-=1

Total amount ......... 113,4!13 48 ,J5,Bi3 18 11,350 e5 10,61:!0 95 10,625 82 1 9,382 42 :71,406 70 111,901 11

I 53 49

Amount received from the aovernment of the United States on account of each cadet for the two months' pay.
Dl1Tl'rf'n«;e between his pay for two month~ and the amount expended on ; o ·ount of Pnch cadet, which must
be hquidatctl by bim cith<~r after araduat.ina, or from his deposhe on entering tho llnited StatoR 1\lilitary

.Academy ....................... • ..................................................................... i
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Recapitulation of disbursements made by the treasurer of the United Stales Military Academy on account of cadet8
from JJ1ay 1, 1848, to .April 30, 1855; seven years.
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Amount of cadet's pay for two months............................................................................................
Average difference between his pay for two months and the amount expended......................................................
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$13,006 55 $56 62 1 Average number Qf cadets.
11 , 92li4 l 5572 ..... do .......... do ..... ..
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Q. A. GILLMORE,
TREASURER's 0FFICE 1

JVcst Point, June 9, 1856.

Lieutenant Engineers, and Trea.&urer United Stutes Military .l.lcademy.

<:.¢
<:.¢

u.

00

Statement of funds available, and disbursements made by the Superintendent qf the United Slates ]Jfiz.itcwy Academy,
d'ttring the fiscal year ending June 30, 1856.
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Ourrent and ordinary apensu.

Repairs and improvements.
Fuel ____________________ •

~

a$94: 48

Forag~

_ • _. ___ - .• -- _.-.- •• -------------------Postage ..
Stationery.
Transportation. _____________________________ • __
Printing. _- _• - -- - -- •••• -.- •• - - - --- • - ______ • ___ _
Clerks---------------------------------------Miscellaneous and incidental expenses. ______ ••• -_.
Department of engineering_ •.•• __ • ___ ._-.- ••• _..
Department of philosophy, _____________________ _
Department of mathem~\tics. __ •• ____ • __ •• __ • ___ .
Department of chemistry, &c ___________________ _
Department of ethics. __ • _______ --. ____ .----_-_.
Department of drawing _____ • ____ - ___ ._--_-_.--Department of practical engineering ________ • ____ _
Department of infantry tactics. _________________ _
Dcp1~1 tmcnt o( artillery and cavalry ______ • _____ _
ImproveiDeDt and additiona to ofticera' quarter•---

.-..

b 18

c 18 00

$1G,578
6.460
2;524:
100
547
1,996
3,05G
2,000
1,949
3,463
346
405
1,251
160
495

93
88
55
91
99
67

83
00
48
74
58
8::!

94:
07
31

$12,409
6,424
2,097
34:
251
1,451
195
1,750
1,721
208

23
77
92
98
30
27
92
00
07

$-!, 169 70

7!l

54 60

3
34-0
112
179

70
94:
62
76

3G 11

a For manure __ _ $23 50

t-3

Old iron ____ .--

70 98

0

94 48

t-3

426 !i3

93
69
70
91
00

b Overpayment ou Yoncher

41

c Refunded by sentence of

3,25:! 95
291 98
402 13
911 00
47 45
315 58
5!l6 50

court-martial for one
trnmpet brr.•ken by Musidu.n Ha.ack.

65
296
545
2,860
250

us

27! 02
677 60
241 78

16, 3d quarter 1855.
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~

Stables for &rtillery-~..;d-c:;;v·ai;y·h;~~; :::·::::::::.
s
520 41
Purchase of artillery and cav11.lry horses.-- •• _. ___ _
9,387 32
Forage for artillery and cavalry horses.--- ___ ••• __
2,000 00
Replacing artillery and cavalry horses. __ ••• - __ •• _.
2,500
00
Apparatus for warming buildings. __ .-- .•..•••••.
Cavalry exercise halL._ ..•••• ___ •••••••• _. _____ _ . 13, 313 03
New equatorial telescope_ • _•• ___ • __ •• _ ••• __ • _ • _
4,722 29
Erecting barracks for engineer troops.- •.. _••• _••• 10,000 00
Enlarging and improving hospital of cadets •• _•• __
26 82
500 00
Furuishing
hospital
of cadets----------------~---_
Cadet
barracks
.• ______________________________
152 34,

'906 43

819 41

9,387 32
2,000 00
2,500 00
13,303 03
/1,000 00

5,722 29

1, 144 91
20 41

------------1
2,500 06
1
g; ~;~ ~~ -----572"29"
f For old equatorial tele-

10,000 00 · ----------26 82
2G 82
500 00
475 23
152 34:
89 00

10,000 00

scope.

24 77
63 34:
00

102,375 77

1,4:16 82

103,792 59

65,619 32

38, 173 27
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QuA-RTERMASTER's OvFICE, UNITED STATES MrLITAnY AcADEMY,

West Point, New York,

June~'

>

1856.
Q. A. GILLMORE,
EJngineer, and Qum·tmnaster .Military Academy.

Brevet Major J. G

BARNARD,

Cmps of .Engineers, and Superintendent

of United State& .Military Academy.
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D.
REPORT OF THE COM:NilTTEE ON FINANCE.
TREASURER'S OFFICE,

West Point, N. Y., June 11, 1856.
SrR: In reply to your request for information concerning the
ganization of the commissary department of cadets and mess cornmonti
and the manner in which those establishments are conducted
the honor, by direction of the superintendent, to submit as
viz:
1st. The commissary department is carried on by a commissar
salary fixed and controlled by the superintendent. The
paragraphs in the Military Academy regulations refer in particular
the duties and functions of this establishment, viz:
Paragraph 16. "A commissary shall furnish the cadets with
articles as the superintendent may direct, charging every article at
time of its delivery (with the price fixed by the superintendent) in
account book kept by the cadet to whom it is delivered. He
present his accounts to the treasurer for settlement immediately
every muster.''
Paragraph 17'. "A board of inspeCtors, consisting of three
appointed by the superintendent, shall examine and compare wi
proved patterns all articles of cadets' clothing and materials for
the same; and the board shall also examine the supplies furnish
the commissary, and shall report to the superintendent at such
as he shall appoint on the quality and suitableness of the articles
mitted for their inspection. No clothing shall be issued to the
nor shall the commissary sell them any article, which has not
first approved by the board of inspectors."
Paragraph 345, (extract.) "The board of clothing inspectors
consist of the commandant of cadets and the two senior assistants
the department of infantry tactics."
*
*
*
Paragraph 246. "No cadet shall be furnished with any article
the commissary without an order in his account book approved by
initials of the superintendent's name."
Paragrah 347. "Cadets receiving any articles from the com ·
with which they are not satisfied, will, before using the same,
the matter to the commandant of cadets."
The commissary furnishes the cadets with room furniture, (e
iron bedsteads and iron tables,) beds, bedding, equipments, (
arms)) all articles of uniform, clothing and under clothing, belts
sashes, text-books, drawing materials and instruments, sta ·
oil, candles, &c.
The purchases are generally made in open market, upon the
advantageous terms) usually for cash. 'rhe principal articles,
ever, such as the gray cloth, kersey, white drilling, duck, &c.,
the uniform shoes, made to measure) are secured by written co
The clothing is made by tailors residing at West Point or in
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· te nejghborhood, the cutter being paid by the day and the
by the piece.
The selling price of the various articles supplied by the commissary
fixed by the superintendent, and is determined by adding to the in. price a small per centage to cover the expenses of the establishsuch as tbe salary of the commissary, clerks' and journeymen's
, fuel, lights, &c., and the preservation and repair of the building.
schedule of the prices of all articles of clothing is kept hung up
a conspicuous place for reference.
Cadets going on furlough are supplied with uniform frock-coats,
taloons, and vests, and articles of citizens' dress, on account of their
while absent .
. The "mess commons" is in charge of a purveyor appointed by
perintendent, under the immediate direction of a permanent
of officers. The duties of this board are prescribed in the regu' and are as follows, viz:
aragraph 348. "The commandant of cadets, the treasurer, ancl
quartermaster of the post, unless otherwise ordered, will compose
ent board to audit the accounts of expenditures for subsistof the cadets. The board shall assemble within three days after
regular muster, and report to the superintendent as soon thereas practicable.''
ph 349. ''The board is charged with the special supervision
duties of the purveyor, and will see that the strictest econois practised and observed throughout every department of his
· ess; examining into the mode of procuring, issuing, and preserof the subsistence stores, mess furniture and other property;
whole culinary process and apparatus ; the books of receipts and
, and the accuracy of the statements of property on hand at
muster day; the number of cooks, waiters, and other persons
and the necessity therefor; and shall report to the superinnt) within three days after each regular muster, any irregularities
these particulars that may exist, and recommend any change it
think calculated to promote the interests of the corps of cadets.
At all the sessions of the board the purveyor must exhibit vouchers
all purchases of provisions, and other expenditures, since the last
-~ttl<3mEmt. From these data the board establishes the amount to be
by each cadet for his monthly board, in which is included the
rata proportion of the salary of the purveyor, the wages of cooks
waiters, and other current expenses of the establishment. When
of the board shall have received the approval of the super•ilnenu<mlJ, each cadet is charged with the assessed amount, and the
-~~r·cg-~::~,te sum is placed in the hands of the purveyor.
monthly expense for the commons of each cadet, for the year
_..""."'"' June 30, 1855, was as follows:
llnn'IATI"lH'I)

$7 65

_.,vuu.,ugencies, including compensation to purveyor, cooks, and
waiters, fuel, lights, &c ............................................. .
'ture .................................................................. .
Average monthly cost per cadet..............................

1 66
28

9

5~
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With a view to lessen the price of board, and supply the
with fresh and wholesome vegetables at stated periods, which
almost entire absence of a well supplied market on this post, or in
vicinity, would otherwise render extremely difficult, a portion of
public lands, comprising several acres of tillable ground, is set
for a cadets' garden. It is in charge of the purveyor, and the
working it is embraced in his accounts for boarrl.
The value of the garden to the corps is shown in the following
ment of the results of two consecutive years, viz:
Cost of cultivating the garden during the year ending
June 30, 1854 ......................................•..•............
Cost for the year ending June 30, 1855 ....................... .
Aggregate cost for two years ...................................... .
:Market value of the vegetables produced during the year
ending June 30, 1854 .......................................... .
Same for the year ending June 30, 1855 ...................... ..
Aggregate market value of produce for two years ........... .
The cows, also, which supply the mess with milk, are
the cadets.
The cost of kcepin .~ t.wc1ve (12) cows duriog the year end-

ing ,June 30, ld54, was ......................................... .
The cost of keeping ten (10) cows during the year ending
June 30, 1855, '\vas ............................................... .
Aggregate cost of keeping cows two years .................... .
Market value of milk and calves produced during the year
ending June 30, 1854 ................................. , .......... .
Same during the year ending June 30, 1855 ................ ..
Aggregate value of milk and calves produced in two years,
The cadets also have money invested in poultry and swine ·
similar way, with results quite as favorable, proportionally, as
shown above.
vVith great respect, I have the honor to be, your obedient ser
Q. A. GILLMORE,
Lieut. Engineers, and Treasurer M.A.
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TREASt'RER'S OFFICE,

West Point, New York, J -une 9, 1856.
SIR: I have the honor to transmit herewitb, for the information of
e Board of Visitors, an annual statement of the authorized expenses
the cadets of the United States :Military Academy, paid by the
asnrer from the 1st of May, 1855, to the 30th of April, 1856; also,
the same sheet, a condewsed recapitulation of similar payments for
e seven years ending on the 30th of April, 1855, as compiled from
e records of this office.
It will be seen, from the annual statement of payments for the year
ding on the 30th of April, 1856, that the average expense of each
det for two months' support, exceeds~ by the sum of five dollars and
rty-nine cents, ($5 49,) the amount of pay which he receives from
e government. This deficiency, which has to be cancelled by funds
awn from private sources, woulcl be much larger were it not that
any of the cadets resort to their friends at home for necessary supies, such as under clothing, white pants, white gloves, stationery,
c. Eighty packages of this nature have been received by cadets
ring the past year.
The method of keeping the accounts of the cadets is briefly as folws, viz:
Upon joining the academy, each cadet is supplied with a pass-book,
which he is credited with the amount of his deposite, to go there
'th his monthly pay, and charged with such articles connected with
wants as a cadet as are not supplied by government, for the purase of which he previously receives authority fi·om the superindent.
Immediately after each muster-that is, once every two months-all
e pass-books are turned in for settlement to the treasurer of the
ilitary Academy, whose duty it is to enter the various authorized
rges, (except those of the commissary of cadets, which are entered
the time the articles are delivered:) and to balance the account of
h cadet. The balance, whether in favor of or against 1\ cadet, apars on his pass-book, and as carried to his account on the next
ttlement.
Statement books, exhibiting, in detail, the account of each cadet,
e kept in the treasurer's office. At the close of each settlement, a
ll statement of the results of the transaction is made out and subitted to the superintendent, showing either the balance in favor of
ch cadet, or the amounts due his different creditors ; including, also,
abstract view of the fiscal condition of the corps for the correspondg months of previous years, compiled from former statements.
\Vith great respect, I have the honor to be_, sir, your obedient sernt,
Q. A. GILLMORE,
Licnl. of Engineers, and Treasurer U. S. M. A.
Ron. R. F. SIMPSON,
Oha,irrnan of the Committee of Finance.
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REPORT OF THE COj.DllTTEE ON DISCIPLl:NE, POLICE, QUARTERS, AND
ARRANGEMENTS.

The committee to whom was referred the state of the military discipli
police, quarters, and mess arrangements of the United States Milit
.Academy at West Point, having carefully inq1tired into and exami
the same, beg leave to report:

That upon entering upon the discharge of our duties, the seve
officers whom we found in command have furnished us with all
necessary information and facilities to enable this committee to in
tigate the subjects referred to them.
We have been witness~s to the high state of military discipline w
prevails throughout the whole corps of cadets. Ijittle need be said u
the subject. 'fhe system of rewards and punishments practised
enforced here, together with the influences and example exerc'
upon the cadets by their superior officers, are eminently adapted
make them soldierly and gentlemanly in their deportment.
The rules and regulations governing this branch of the instructi
which has been so long established in the institution, by wise a
experienced instructors, when strictly enforced, are deemed suffici
to make it, as it is, an almost perfect system.
The committee would earnestly recommend one change, which t
think is of great importance. It is this: when the demerit of a ca
has reached the point prGvided by the regulations of the academy
his dismissal, it should be the duty of the commandant to report h'
to the Secretary o::' War, and recommend that he be dismissed
academy. This, in no case, should be del:1.yed beyond a period wh
the commandant is convinced that the cadet has justly received
demerit marks, and that his conduct admits of no excuse. The
is, that the cadet who receives over one hundred demerits in hal
year is subject to be dismissed. The half year commences on
16th of June, and ends on the 16th of December. Now, if the
receives over one hundred demerits in one month, say by the 16th
July, he is, by the existing regulations, kept at the academy u
the end of the half year. He knows, of course, that he must be s
off, and the result is, that he loses all incentive to apply himselffi
ther to his studies, and neglects to perform his usual military duti
his remaining longer will only keep other cadets from pursuing th
studies, more especially their room-mates. It must be apparent t
t'he better policy would be to dismiss such df linquents without wait'
the expiration of the half year, particularly when the conduct of
offender is ascertained to be of such a character as to preclude
possibility of injustice having been done him. We are aware, h
ever, that in many cases this becomes a question of the utmost delic
with the superintendent, and that it is necessary to clothe him w'
great discretionary powers.
In order to fix a limitation as to the time when a cadet should
relieved of the effect of a demerit, the committee would recomme
that no reconsideration should be had after the expiration of onemo
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m the time tl1at the same is recorded against him, except it be in
reme cases. One of the chief objects of the government in estabhinO' and maintaining this school is to secure for its service the
ucation of young men of the best intellects, selected, as they are,
every portion of the country ; and when from any cause the object
the government's munificence becomes wilfully derelict in his
ties, deficient in mind, or who may so deport himself as to get over
e hundred demerit marks in six months, then justice to the public
ice, and the character of the instructors and officers of the academy,
uire that he should b.e removed, and his place filled by some more
rthy person.
The committee have no other suggestions to offer in connexion with
is subject.
In view of this recommendation of the "finance committee" to inase the pay of cadets, it is recommended earnestly that the quality
the food furnished by the purveyor be improved. The articles of
gar, coffee, tea, butter, bread, meat, potatoes, rice, beans, &c.,
ould be of the best quality. We do not recommend any change in
e bill of fare, a plain diet is all that is necessary ; but every article
ould be sound and wholesome, and as good as the market affords.
he mess hall is kept in good order, its construction admirable, and
swers all the purposes for which it was intended.
The committee cannot too strongly urge the imperative necessity for
ore quarters for the accommodation of officers stationed at this post.
sufficient number of substantial buildings should be erected for
e quartering of all. Many officers are compelled, for want of
oms, to board at the hotel, at an expense altogether too great
r persons drawing small salaries. we therefore recommend a
ecly appropriation to be made that this evil may be corrected. Much
ifficulty has occurred with reference to the mode of choosing and seting quarters. Some contend that academic rank should be con'dered, while others allege that reference should be had to their
mmissions. The latter method is manifestly correct, and would.
eet the sanction of nearly every officer of the army. But this diffiulty would be wholly avoided by constructing enough rooms for all.
n order to effect this most desirable object, we are of an opinion that
the sum of twenty thousand dollars should be appropriated. The
letters of Captain H. F. ~lark, in~tructor of artillery and cavalry:
and Lieutenant C. M. W1lcox, acting commandant, accompany this
report, and are entirely concurred in by thr. committee. The necessity
for dragoon quarters is very much felt, and an appropriation of twel .;e
tl10usand dollars should be made for that purpose. That portion of
Captain Clark's letter relating to the erection of an artillery hall is of
the greatest importance, and is particularly recommended to the attention of the board. That the barracks require alteration, in order
to keep up the proper discipline, is made fully to appear from tho
communication of Lieutenant Wilcox on that subject, which is fnll~r
concurred in by the committtee. The Board of Visitors for last year
recommended an appropriation of fifteen thousand dollars, for the·
furnishing of gas for the use of the academy. We are satisfied that
Vol. ii--21

322

REPORT OF THE

.

this should be furnished in lieu of the oil now used for that pu
and we renew the suggestion of our predecessors.
All of which is respectfully submitted.
WM. T. BARBOUR
W. B. READ
A. E. BURNSIDE
F. B. SEXTON.

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON HEALTH.

WEST PoiNT, June 10) 1856.
The committee on health and moral and religious instruction
leave to report, that upon examination they find the general health
the post during the past year to have been almost interrupted.
disease of an epidemical character had appeared, and the few cases
sickness that have occurred, except in a few instances, were such
are incidental to the mode of life pursued by the cadets. The co
mittee visited and carefully inspected the hospital for the cadets, a
were highly gratified at the cleanliness, system and good order t
were apparent in every department.
'rhe reforms recommended by the preceding Board of Visitors ha
been partially made, and they recommend that they be completed,
that this department of so much importance to the institution may
as perfect as possible, especially that the remaining rooms which
quire it be covered with oil-cloth, and that warm water be int
duced into the bathing-room, both of which can be done at a trifi n
cost It is also recommended, at the suggestion of the surgeon, th
the water-closets be removed out of the main building to some mo
suitable place.
The hospital for the enlisted men attached to the post was also vi
ited and inspected by the committee, and found to be in excellent con
dition, and in every respect adapted to the wants of the sick. Th
only improvement they have to recommend is that the floors entire o
the sick wards which are made of soft and porous wood, and cons
quently imbibe and retain moisture, be covered with oil-cloth. Th
committee, before leaving this part of their report, would bear their
testimony to the efficiency of the accomplished gentlemen, the surgeon
and assistant surgeon, having charge of this department.
An appropriation of $400 is asked to defray the expenses of th"
improvements above recommended.
J. B. SPOTSWOOD
J. HENDRICKS
W. W. ROMAN.
The PRESIDENT of the Board of Visitors.
3

ADDE~DUM.

After the preceding report had been adopted, the attention of the
board was directed to the importance of giving the cadets some in-
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in hygiene. Officers in the army, while on duty on the
, are frequently called upon to prescribe remedies for sickness
wounds, and the efficiency, if not the lives of the men under their
, may depend upon the correctness of their advice. It is
recommended that the medical officers attached to the acaddirected to deliver a series of lectures on physiology, and the
principles of health, to the first class during the last winter
their connexion with the academy.

WEST PoiNT, N.Y., June 7, 1856.
According to your request, I have the honor to state, that the
·ation called for 1ast year for furnishing the cadet's hospital
cloth is only sufficient to cover the lower wards, and I
out to the committee of police that the upper wards and pasquire oil-cloth, to make them uniform, as well as to hide the
tly old white pine floors. Two wards of the soldiers' hospital
oil-cloth.
and cold water baths are absolutely necessary to the welland comfort of the inmates of an hospital. I therefore called
ttention of the committee to the want of wann water in the
hospital baths. There is no way by which water can be heated
conducted to the bathing-rooms.
likewise suggested that a change be made in the water-closets,
they be placed outside of the building as they are at present
it is impossible to keep them sweet and clean. If this is
, drains should be made running. from them towards the
; there are none existing at present, consequently the contents
closets remain on the ground, under the hospital, until they
absorbed.
would therefore request that an appropriation be asked f0r to
out these views, say of $400.
ery respectfully, your obedient servant,
S. P. MOORE,
Surgeon.
Rev. J. B. SPoTswooD,
Ohai1·man of Committee.

WEST PoiNT, June 10, 1856.

Sm: According to your "circular," I have the honor to state,
the appropriation called for the last year for furnishing the
hospital with oil-cloth is only sufficient to cover the lower
and I pointed out to the committee of police that the upper
and passages require oil-cloth, to make them uniform, as well
hide the unsightly old white pine floors. Two wards of the
s' hospital require oil-cloth.
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Warm and cold water baths are absolutely necessary to the we
being and comfort of the inmates of an hospital. I therefore call
the attention of the committee t.o the want of warm water in t
cadets' hospital baths. There is no way by which water can be hea
and conducted to the bathing rooms.
I likewise suggested that a change be made in the water-close
that they be placed outside the building; as they are at pr
ent situated, it is impossible to keep them sweet and clean.
this is not done, drains should be made running from them towar
the river; there are none existing at present, consequently the co
tents of these closets remain on the ground, under the hospital, un
they are absorbed.
I should therefore request that an appropriation be asked for
carry out these views, say $400.
Very respectfully, .your obedient servant,
S. P. MOORE,
Surgeon.
J...Jieutenan t J. B. FRY,
Buperintendent Military Academy.

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON INSTRUCTION.

The committee on instruction have attended to the duties assign
to them, and beg leave to report as follows:
rrhat the examination of the cadets, as a whole, seems to the:w:
have been exact and thorough, and highly creditable both to tli1
and to the academical department of the academy.
The examinations in the pure mathematics, and also in their app
cation to civil engineering, to military tactics generally, to natm
philosophy, chemistry) optics, and astronomy, were worthy of spec'
praise for their exactness and excellence. The suggestion made
the committee last year, in regard to practical mineralogy and geo
ogy, has been attended to, and with happy results.
The examination in F.rench, considering the time devoted to it, a
the circumstances under which the study is prosecuted, was very sat'
factory.
The superiority and excellence of the department of astronomy an
philosophical instruments generally, call, of necessity, for such minu
and accurate knowledge in their construction and use, and such watc
fulness, care, and tact in the experimental observations, that the co
mittee earnestly recommend that two of each graduating class
detailed to perfect themselves in the use of these instruments. A
<#ne who thoughtfully considers the importance, nay, the necessity
observations and positions made scientifically exact to perfect the g
graphical and topographical knowledge of the newest portions of o
country, may at once understand the expediency of this recommend
tion.
·
In this connexion the committee beg leave to recommend that t
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w for appointing the first assistant in chemistry be so modified as to
llow his being ''taken from the officers of any corps of the army,''
stead of being, as the law now reads, "taken from the officers of the
ne or cadets."-(Military Laws, page 265, sec. 19.)
~he reason of this proposed change is, that the department is now
eprived of the chance of obtaining some of the best talent in the
my, while officers of the engineers, ordnance, and topographical
rps, to whom a thorough knowledge of these subjects is of equal, i±
ot greater importance, have not the opportunity to serve as first
sistants in the department of chemistry.
An examination of the condition of the library shows that it is very
deficient in the standard works of English literature; and that the
nnual appropriation, after paying for repairs and periodicals, is altogether inadequate to supply its wants. The committee, therefore, remmend that the estimate made by the librarian last year be adopted,
nd that an annual appropriation of three thousand dollars be made;
nd that in the selection of books special reference shall be had to the
wants of the library in the department of English literature.
They also recommend that the librarian be permitted to employ an
ssistant librarian, with the salary of a clerk, instead of an enlisted.
ldier. The additional expense would be very slight.
It is desirable that a systematic classification of the library should
be made, and that its future increase should have respect to the perfection and completeness of that system. If the appropriation recomended should be granted, it would be impDrtant to commence the
ncrease with a system carefully arranged in relation to future growth.
The committee are of opinion that the interests of instruction have
fl'ered, and are likely to suffer more, from the operation of what is
lled "the four years rule," by which the first assistants in the deartments of instruction are not permitted, in any case, to re:nain
onger than that period) however competent they may be to the perfection of instruction. There may be benefits in this system to the
general interests of the army, of which the committee are not apprized;
but they need to be very great to counterbalance the evil that may
arise from comparatively inadequate teachers, either as to number or
character. They would, therefore, reiterate the recommendation of
the committee of instruction last year, that the Board of Visitors ask
a relaxation of the order in question in favor of the "first assistants"
of instruction.
The examinations in the English branches of study, such as rhetoric, logic, international law, ethics, &c., were, for various reasons, less
complete than in the more exact studies: First, because these studies
are not susceptible of the same forms of exact demonstration; secondly,
because being ranked as relatively inferior in estimating the general
standing of the cadets, they do not excite as much emulation; thirdly,
because they are not regarded as being of such practical importance
in the life of a military man. These form reasons why these examinations are always comparatively inferior. Still the committee are
of opinion that there was a want of familiarity with the fundamental
principles of law and ethics which was unexpected, and a want of exactness in making the instructions in rhetoric, and in the recollection
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of historical events, which was scarcely excusable. The c
are aware that it is a question of much practicable difficulty to
these studies so as to accomplish their full purpose. 1\.fore
be effected than appears to have been done, either by ado ·
forms of teaching, or by more vigorous and watchful atten
those already in use.
The committee find that elocution and rhetorical composition
become almost stereotyped subjects of complaint by previous co
tees of instruction. Either the complaints are well or ill foun
well~ the evil should be rectified, or instruction in these studies
cloned as useless in such an institution; if ill founded, the com
should cease.
In the opinion of this committee, the elocution is, in many i
positively bad-the pronunciation is often incorrect, and the
cialisms of the different parts of the country are almoBt co
heard, either in public or private. The very words of command
given, and the public orders read, oftentimes, without any app
knowledge of the power and necessary modulation of the human
in the open air, or the way in which energy, strength, and
may be given to it.
In 1850 it was said by an eminent professor of rhetoric, in a
to the Board of Visitors, that "a proper master of elocution
six months time, so transform these young men that we should
know their voices.''
A practical drill in elocution is needed, which should be given
some teacher who has studied it and understands it. The rna
pronunciation and purity of English in common speech is more
cult of attainment. It will never be accomplished by the nice
of a teacher. Every instructor must teach it by his own
and by his corrections in the daily recitations and intercourse
those under his charge; and mutual watchfulness and
among the cadets themselves should be constantly encouraged.
the evil cannot be otherwise corrected} a system of demerit
should in some form be applied to it.
A fifth year has been added to the course of study, the general
pose of which is, as understood by the committee, to give oppor
for more complete instruction in those branches which serve to
and develope the mind of the man as a man, and not mainly to
crease his knowledge of military matters. This, the committee
derstand, has been only partially effected, and that more
exercises have been introduced.
The mental habits produced by an education exclusively or m
mathematical, while remarkable for precision and accuracy of
sian, and for simplicity and directness of reasoning, are not fa
either to originality or comprehensiveness of thinking. They
material existence under the relations of numbers, magnitude,
and forces as applicable thereto, but they do not teach the consti
and constructive ideas of domestic, social, political, civil, and ·
life. They ignore the humanities of the race, and forget its gro
in goodness and excellence ; but an education is partial and inco
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te which does not embrac~ these, and does not fit the man for his
ies as a man as well as for those of a soldier.
n the opinion of the committee the '' English studies,'' as they are
ed, should be so arranged (and it is not, in their view, difficult to
it) as to accomplish this, and thus give the course of study here a
pleteness which it does not at present possess.
o accomplish this it is necessary that some strong and highly culated mind should give earnest attention to the subject, 9.nd introe a system or course of study which should have unity in its pure and a proper adaptation of particular studies to accomplish that
pose. It must be mainly the work of some single mind that can
ng the accumulated stores of various and high culture to his aid,
who will devote himself to the labor of commencing and carrying
ward and perfecting the system in actual practice as he may be able.
or this end the committee are decidedly of opinion that a professor
uld be appointed, who should devote all hi~ mind and all his time
the accomplishment of this purpose. He might be styled Professor
English Literature. His department should include elements of
eral grammar, logic, rhetoric, chronology, history, intellectual
ilosophy, principles of government, and of the fine arts. Under
se general heads various important details could arrange themves.
This suggestion makes no provision for teaching moral philosophy
oper, and the evidences of natural and revealed religion. The comttee would recommend that the duties of the present professor of
ics be confined to instruction in these subjects and to his labors as
plain of the institution.
here are one or two studies which ought, in the opinion of the
mittee, to be introduced, and which the additional year now given
ders possible, namely : physical geography and physiology both
etable and animal. The present state of mental progress in this
ntry seems to demand these imperiously in any system of educan which aims at completeness in natural science. This might be
ily accomplished if an ordinary common school education should be
uired for admission to the academy, namely: reading, writing,
mon arithmetic, and geography. Neither do the committee see any
~ection to admitting students, on due examination, to enter the fourth
ss, who may have pursued their studies elsewhere, if found well
alified. It would be attended with the obvious advantage of preventg many from coming who are found durjng the first year incornpent to pursue the course of study prescribed in the academy.
In conclusion, the committee beg leave to embody their recommentions in the following resolutions :
1st. That two cadets be detailed each year from the graduating
ss for the purpose of perfecting themselves in the use of philosoical and astronomical instruments.
2d. That the ''first assistant in chemistry'' be allowed to be taken
m the officers of any corps of the army.
3d. That the annual appropriation to the library be $3,000; and
at the librarian be allowed an assistant with a salary, instead of an
·sted soldier.
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4th. That there be allowed such relaxation, with regard to the "
yea.rs' rule/' as to permit the "ji?·st assistants" in the
instruction to remain connected with the corps of instructwn.
5th. That a competent teacher of practical elocution be
for six months.
6th. That a professorship of English literature be established.
7th. That the requisitions in knowledge for admission to the
emy shall be reading, writing, common arithmetic, and geogr
8th. That students who may be found qualified, on
may be permitted to enter the fourth class.
All which is respectfully submitted by your committee.
JOHN WHEELER,
LITTLETON KIRKP ATRI
JOHN B. SPOTSWOOD.
WEST PoiNT, June 16, 1856.

Remarks by the Honorable Secretary of War.
The remarks of the committee on page-, in relation to the
assistants in the different departments of instruction are
founded on a misapprehension of the facts of the case. rrhe order
is referred to as "the four years' rule," provided for exceptions in
cases where special reason justified the leaving of a detached officer
more than five years in a particular station, and there has been
year exceptions made at the Military Academy to the req·,_·,.,.."'VI''"n.+n
the order. If there should be a general rule permitting first
ants to remain pe.rmanently at the academy, it should be after
authority had been conferred, to promote or appoint some one
form the duties appropriate to the places they occupy on the
the corps.
Special attention has been given to the report of the committee
relation to the course of English studies.
JEFFERSON DAVIS,
Secretary of War.
WAR DEPARTMENT, July 24, 1856.

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON MORAL AND RELIGIOUS CULTURE.

The committee on " Moral and Religious Culture" beg leave to
port, that divine service once on the Sabbath, and the study of
work on moral philosophy, constitute the whole of the instruction
this important subject provided for in the system of study adopted
the academy. A bible class, attendance on which was voluntary
taught for a time by the chaplain, but for reasons satisfactory to
self has been suspended. The ~adets, except those excused for
entious reasons, at the written request of their parents or guardians,
are required to be present during the service in the chapel; but the
professors and officers may attend or not, at their pleasure. The com-
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ittee have been informed, in answRr to their inquiries, that a large
jority of the staff prefer either to attend at some other place of
orship, or at none at all, and that but few are in the habit of atnding the service provided for the institution.
The Sabbath, with the exception of that portion devoted to public
orship, is occupied with parades, or spent by the cadets in their rooms,
such manner as may be prescribed by the superintendent.
It is evident, from the fact that the government has appointed
a.chers of religion and morality for the academy, that it designed
ese important branches of education should receive the attention
ey demand. To accomplish this it is indispensable that the cadets
ould have an opportunity of becoming acquainted with the contents
the sacred Scriptures. That they be taught to observe in a proper
ay the holy Sabbath, and that the efforts of the teachers of religion
nd morality to make them acquainted with the duties they owe to
od and man should be aided by the countenance and example ot
ery member of the academic and military staff.
It is therefore recommended that the battalion inspection and dress
a.rade on the Sal1bath be dispensed with, and the time that has been
cnpied by them be devoted to the study and recitation of the sacred
riptnre, nnder the direction of the chaplain, aided by such of the
of;:ssors and officers as he may request, and who may be disposed
volunteer their services. It is also earnestly recommended that the
3cl regulation for the academy, in reference to attendance on divine
rvice on the Sabbath, be complied with by all connected with the initution.
All of which is respectfully submitted.
J. B. SPOTSWOOD,
W. W. ROMAN,
JOHN HENDRICKS.
WESr PoiNT, J1tne 14, 1856.
To the PRESIDENT OF THE BoARD OF VISITORS.

UNITED STATES MILITARY AcADEMY,
West Point, N. Y., June 10, 1856.
Sm: For the sake of brevity and convenience I combine in one
atement and report such information as it appears proper to give to
he board respecting the condition and wants of the Military Academy,
well as the answers to the various calls upon me by the board or
s committees.
'fhe statement herewith will exhibit, under the proper heads, the
ount of funds disbursed, under my direction, for the :l\Iilitary Acaemy during the fiscal year ending June 30, 1856, together with the
lances of old appropriations remaining available.
A brief inspection will render it sufficiently intelligible, and any
rticular explanation from me unnecessary. Of extraordinary obts of expenditure, the cavalry exercise hall, for which some $13,000
represented as remaining on the statement of June 30, 1855, has
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been entirely completed. So much of the stables for artillery
cavalry horses as the appropriation would enable me to undertake
been completed, and a balance o£ $1,037 remains available, w
together with the appropriation of $10,000 recently made by
gress, will be immediately applied to the completion of the buil
which will then be adequate for all the horses at present belonging to
academy. An appropriation of $2,500 has been available for
past year for an apparatus for warming by heated air the recita
rooms, &G., of the academic building, which has not yet been app
as I have felt some doubt as to the propriety of circulating hot
through the building otherwise than by flues built in the walls, w
cannot now be made. A new equatorial telescope has been mou
in the place of the old and worthless one, which, when fully adju
will prove, it is believed, a very superior instrument.
Most of the other items of this statement will explain themsel
That headed "Repairs and Improvements" is applied to maintai
in order the buildings, roads, &c., of the academy, and one or
cottage residences for officers' quarters are, each year, usually
structed therefrom. The items for the ~Efferent departments of
struction are applied to procuring books, maps, models, appara
&c., for instruction in the several departments.
The statement by the treasurer exhibiting the amount paid by
each fiscal period of two months on account of the corps of cadets,
being the recipient of their pay and disbursing agent for them,)
exhibit, with brief explanatory remarks, the principal heads of tb
expenditure. It will show, also, that the average expenditure
each cadet, each two months, exceeds by $5 49 the amount of
pay-the balance being necessarily supplied by the parent or guardi
In the above expenditure, however, is charged whatever may be
the cadet from his equipment fund; which is a reserve of $2 permo
made from his p,ay to accumulate into a fund to be paid him on
duating or leaving the academy.
A statement is also presented by the quartermaster, exhibiting t
rank, pay, and emoluments of the officers, professors, instructo
cadets, and employes of the academy.
I would call your particular attention to the accompanying letter
the librarian. My own views of the absolute necessity of a lar
appropriation than our usual one of $1,000 per annum were strong
stated to the last Board of Visitors, and they have since been m
than confirmed by subsequent experience in making purchases fort
library during the past year. It will be seen that we have paid durin
the year for periodicals alone $250, (and yet our collection is n
large,) and for binding about $300. It has never been the intentio
to swell the library beyond the scientific and military demands oft
institution; but it should keep up with the times in all the scienti
and military branches of knowledge, and should contain at least t
standard literary and historical works, as well as the most valued pr
ductions of this nature of the day. This cannot be accomplished wit
$1,000 per annum. A large production of scientific and milita
works are very costly. From want of means to purchase, we a
obliged to omit, in our annual purchases, many most desirable a
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; and for this cause it is at the present moment most desirthat the amount asked by the librarian should be granted.
recommend to your attention the recommendations contained in
panying letter of the acting commandant. His reasons for
g the alteration in the cadet barracks are so forcibly and clearly
, and the evils he wishes to remedy so generally recognized,
I need add nothing thereto. Still, as the cost of the change will
considerable, and I am not able at present to estimate for it
e requisite accuracy, I will only commend the subject to your
notice.
fitting up of a portion of the old riding hall (basement of the
'c building) as a gymnasium, with bow ling alleys, is esperecommendecl; the want of some means of winter amusement
exercise is so much felt. Its supply would be conducive to health
good morals, while the means here suggested are conducive to
•,gorous development of the physical system.
necessity of a permanent sink for the cadets' encampment is
obvious. This, with a culvert to lead to the river, will cost
0.
letter herewith, of the instructor of artillery, recommends the
g up of a portion of the same basement, for a room in which to
practical instruction "in what relates to the inspection of cannon
projectiles-to the mechanical manamvres of heavy artillerynomenclature of artillery carriages, &c., during the winter
"-a proposition which I think most judicious.
addition to the above uses for this basement, a room specially for
use of courts martial, is much needed; and for all these objects
t of $1,500 will be required.
·ty of the proposed new dragoon barracks is so clearly
by the instructor of artillery as to need little comment
If the change in locality in the stables were not in itself a
and. sufficient reason, the absolute unsuitableness of the
gs now occupied by this department to accommodate both
and the artillery detachment, would demand the new con_.U,VH'-'Ll•
It has had the approval of the last Board of Visitors and
the Secretary of War.
The recommendation of the instructor of artillery, that the assistinstructor in that department should be placed on the same footin regard to pay as lieutenants of light batteries, for reasons
d, meets my cordial approval.
letter herewith from the surgeon explains the wants of the two
s, and gives an estimate of means required, which I approve.
item of $20,000 was recommended by the last Board of Visitors,
included in the last annual estimate for the Military Academy,
a building for officers' quarters. It did not receive the sanction
the Secretary of War, and was stricken from the estimate.
Additional officers' quarters are, however, much needed, for reasons
are fully stated in my published communication to the last year's
. Instead, however, of the costly building then proposed, I ask for
,000, to be applied to the construction of four or five small cottages.
of those recently constructed have 'been of too large dimensions
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to be allotted as a single set of quarters. It is proposed to
these much smaller.
An item of $15,000 for gas-works, for lighting the cadet ba
t1Je public buildings and grounds, was recommended by the last
of Visitors; approved by the inspector of the academy and
of War, but was stricken out of the academy bill, on its pres
to the House by the Committee of Ways and Means; and
subsequently restored by an amendment of the Senate, it
receive the concurrence of the House. As a measure conducive
cleanliness and good order in the cadets' barracks, and of high u
.to the academy and post generally, I urgently recommend it.
is thought necessary to increase the item to $20,000.
The above are the only objects of expenditure for which it is
necessary to ask your special consideration and recommendation.
I have consulted with the heads of the different depar
instruction, with regard to the wants of their several d""''""+"I'Y\""
but there is nothing to which I deem it necessary to Invite
attention, (the communications of the instructor of artillery
commandant of cadets having been already noticed,) except
communication of the professor of chemistry, mineralogy and
ogy, who urges that the law of 1838, restricting the appoin
as::;istant professor in his branches to the line of the army
modified as to admit the selection from all branches of the ·
is the case for all the other assistant professors, which I
recommend, as there appears to be no reason for this restriction.
'rhe r:ommittee on education have asked suggestions from me,
regard to the methods and courses of instruction. I would
state that the methods p·arsuecl here have been fully related in
published reports, and have had the test of long experience, and
not feel myself prepared at present to make any suggestions.
courses of study and exercises for the various classes, together
the text-books in use, were fully considered by the academic
when the additional fifth year was added to the term of studies,
previous to my connexion with the academy. It would th
seem appropriate for me at present, particularly as that re ·
riculum has not yet fully gone into effect, to suggest modi
The board have had an opportunity of examining all the textin use, and of witnessing the results of studies in each, and
doubtless be best capable of forming its own judgment.
The system of moral and military discipline has been so fully
scribed in other reports, (among which are the report of the b
June, 1855, and of the committee on discipline, of that board,)
I need scarcely dwell upon it. That it has existed unchang
long-has been adopted in all its main features by the various ·
institutions of the country, and by the United States Naval Acad
at Annapolis, is the best proof of its intrinsic excellence. A
the result of so many years' experience, and now so incorpor
the very life of the academy, can only be modified with ad
if at all, by long and patient investigation and study of its
I have therefore nothing to recommend but such patient o
and study, on the part of whoever i:nay be intrusted with its executl!OI
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a strict enforcement of its provisions, without which, no system,
r perfect, can fulfil its object. I would respectfully refer on

subject to my letter to the last Board of Visitors, and published
its annual report.
concluding, I would call your attention to .the c0ncluding
h of that letter, and quote the remark) "that while the
as been augmented, and the demand for officers has become
, the extension of the course of studies to five years will dim inthe number of graduates, before scarce sufficient to supply the
; and an increase of the number of cadets, by allowing an
al one for each senator in Congress) as well as for each
tative, is extremely desirable."
Respectfully submitted,
•J. G. BARNARD,
Brevet MaJor U. S. Army) and Sup't JJfilitary Acaderny.

F. H.

SMITH,

PTesident of the Board of Vi8itors.

UNITED STATES MILITARY ACADEMY'

West Point, June 6, 1856.
I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your commuof yesterday, informing me that at 8 o'clock this evening
board would take up in committee of the whole "the qnestion of
· g open the superintendency of the academy to the other corps
army, besides the corps of engineers, and requesting me or
othe::.· member of the academic board to present our views on the
''
, as superintendent of the Military Academy, it will give me
pleasure to lay before the board the fullest information as to the
t condition and past history of the academy, as an officer of that
of which, since its organization, the academy has been an inpart, and from which the Board of Visitors now contemplates
· g the propriety of separating it, I could not, with any pro' make myself the exponent of the intentions of Congress in
ng the law, of the interests of the academy and of the service,
w affected by it, nor of the merits of the corps of engineers, as
'ted in more than a half century's more or less faithful discharge
exalted task imposed upon it. I might, indeed, with some degree
excusable pride, remind the board of the past history of the
y; of the prominent position which it has ever he]d in the
try, in a scientific and military point of view; of the useful and
guiRhed careers of its numerous graduates; of the important inwhich it has exerted, directly and through them, in giving an
to our institutions of education, jn elevating the standard of
y character in our armies; of the unwavering testimony of the
Boards of Visitors, and of the unanimous voice of the nation,
of its success and efficiency; and, lastly, of the proud testimoto the graduates of the academy, in the handwriting of one

334

REPORT OF THE

himself not a graduate, whose name is among the most brilliant in
military annals, the most honored and cherished in the hearts of
people. The words are those of a letter to the superintendent,
senting to the lVIilitary Academy, as trophies, sections of flagof the numerous. fortifications captured by our army in Mexico.
are framed and exhibited in the library of the academy, but they
here be repeated:

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

''As, under Providence, it was mainly to the Military Academy
the United States became indebted for those brilliant achiev
and other memorable victories in the same war, I have a lively
sure in tendering the seven trophies (semi-national) to the mother
so many accomplished soldiers and patriots.

''WINFIELD SCOTT.''

I should perhaps say no more, with such evidences crowding
me on every side. Crowned by such a testimonial, I may well say
the corps of engineers needs no advocate to indicate the fidelity
which it has discharged its trust; and if such a rect>rd of the
any guarantee for equal fidelity in the future, that guaran
have ; if the very drain upon it, by its brilliant services in the
can war, the calling of its officers, thus made prominent, into
branches of the service, and the greatly enlarged range of its du
by the increase of our armies and the extension of our Territories,
given color to a pretext that it is now inadequate to all the d
imposed upon it, that should rather be an argument for restoring,
increase of numbers, its capability for discharging duties in the
formance of which it has shown itself so efficient, than for robbing
of a trust it has so unimpeachably held.
I expressed, in commencing, the delicacy I felt in making myself
advocate of the corps ; but what I may do, what I feel bound to do,
to vindicate the fidelity with which it has discharged its trust, and
deny, as I feel justified in doing, that it is now less capable, less
to discharge that trust faithfully than hitherto.
So far as individual qualifications for the superintendency are
cerned, if the board deem that the only point involved, I, every
of the corps of engineers, concedes that there are in other h~~·~,..:h ..
of the service officers of the highest qualifications; but however
alted may be the character and qualifications of the individual
holds the office of superintendent, they alone do not constitute
nphold the :Military Academy ; and I beg the board not to
themselves to be misled by so partial a view of the question.
The corps of engineers received the trust unsought; it has not
tained it by raising invidious distinctions, nor does it seek to hold
longer than the power which confided it declares it expedient that
should be retained.
I have said all that I deem it proper for me to say. The "H;;...,.,..,.......~
the academy will, one and all, doubtless communicate freely
board their views and opinions and their knowledge on the su
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these opinions and facts before them, the board will be able to
on its own action.
, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
J. G. BARNARD,
Brevet lJfaJor U. 8. Army, and S~tperintendent M. A.

F. H. SMITH,
President of the Board of Visitors.

UNITED STATES MILITARY ACADEMY,

West Point, June 11, 1856.
: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of a letter from
secretary of the Board of Visitors of June 6, asking, on behalf of
board, information on certain points which I will allude to and
seriatim, viz:
"In what manner are details of officers of the army for instruethe academic departments made?''
ever a vacancy occurs in the required number of instructors
department, or need is felt for an addition to the number, the
r or instructor at the head of the department submits to the
tendent a list of officers of the army from which he wishes the
l made, indicating always the order of his preference, and usually
· g several names for each vacancy to be filled, in order to
some latitude of selection with the adjutant general. The sudent exercises his own discretion in applying for the officers
, but, without special reason to the contrary, he usually comtes the list to the chief engineer, (inspector of the Military
y,) applying for the required detail, who foTwards the applito the adjutant general, who submits it to the Secretary of
and, with the approval of the latter, orders for duty such of the
named as be may deem it practicable to separate froni their
ental or special duties.
be remarked that, by direction of the Secretary of War,
cer of a mounted regiment can be detailed for duty at the
, exeept such as may be required to furnish at the academy
ors in cavalry tactics, and that no graduate can be detailed in
an two years from his separation from the academy.
ith these exceptions, officers are detailed indiscriminately from
the regiments or corps of the army, except the purely administrathough the strictly scientific corps seldom furnish more than
or four officers each ; rarely as many as that.
. " If made upon the recommendations and requisitions of the
of academic departments, are the officers called for supplied?"
question will be best answered (so far as my experience goes)
submitting the accompanyiug statement of applications made by
since the 1st July, 1855; with the results thereof; which statement
also illustrate my answer to the first query.
All that can be done here is to make known the wants of the acadand .to mention the names of those officers deemed best capable
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of supplying them. It is for the Secretary of War to decide
the general jnterests of the service are compatible with the
of these officers from their usual duties. In some cases the
been promptly met; in some, not; and in some, several lists have
to contain any name deemed available.
3d. "Have any officers of the army been detailed on academic
or proposed to be so detailed, whose academic rank in class
would render them unfit for the proper discharge of the duties
structors? If so, state the facts."
So far as my knowledge goes, no officer is now on duty, or has
on duty as an instructor at the Mjlitary Academy, who has not
applied for by the head of the department in which he is an ins
if, therefore, officers "unfit for the proper discharge of the d
instructors'' have been detailed, it can have been only through
error in the choice of the professor. But I am not aware that in
case such a detail has ever been made. I submit herewith a
instructors in all the departments, (except practical engineering,
lery, and cavalry and infantry tactics,) and showing their s
while cadets in the branches which they teach .. It will be o
that the standings are usually more than fair.
It may be remarked in this connexion, that the distribution of
army at the present day renders it far more difficult to meet our
tails from it than it was in former years.
Ten years ago the entire four regiments of artillery were sta
on or near the Atlantic or Gulf coast) (the latter extending only
Louisiana,) and the infantry regiments on our northern and
frontier, then extending along the lakes, and not far beyond the
sissippi, now a few detachments only of the artillery regiments r
on the seaboard, while the mass of the army is scattered
Texas, New ::&1:exico, Kansas, Nebraska, Minnesota, California
Oregon. The cause of difficulty and delay in supplying, som
refusing to supply our calls, is sufficiently obvious; and also from
fact that the first choice of the professor, the person he deems
specially adapted for the instruction, can seldom be granted. As
palliative to this evil, I would suggest that the scientific corps
requested to furnish a greater number of officers, and especially
corps of engineers, of which the Military Academy constitutes a
whose officers were intended, in the first instance, to furnish most
the instructors of the academy.
4th. ''Is the fullest efficiency in the departments of ,· .."'t-''''"f·,n·
secured in the scientific departments of the academy by the
that are made at this time? If not, what departments are most
terially deficient at this time?"
The departments of philosophy and drawing have suffered d
the past term for lack of requisite assistance.
The assistant professor of philosophy, Lieutenant Reynolds, ha ·
been relieved last July, he was succeeded by the acting assistant
fessor, Lieutenant Stockton. The original requisition for two
instructors was promptly met by the adjutant general by the
of Lieutenants Schofield and Blunt; but it happened, unfor.,,T,n~-. ....
that Lieutenant Blunt was, with the consent of the professor, ass:ign~•
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in another department; and Lieutenant Schofield, who was
n, did not arrive till February, and his health after his artted him for duty, and he finally left in March on sick leave.
department has had really but a single assistant during
entire term. Various efforts have been made to supply
,.,f\l,.lTlf'•u, but without success, until Lieutenant Rose, arriving
April though applied for in the mathematical department,
"' ..... ,Jv ............... y assigned for duty in that of philosophy.
t Smith, assistant professor of drawing, having been relast September, Lieutenant Neill, the acting assistant professor,
· ted in his place.
has been ordered here to fill the vacancy created, though
lists have been forwarded ; and the professor has felt severely
t of an additional instructor, not only for instruction, but for
· g discipline in the drawing academy.
efficiency in their expected functions, officers should be
here in anticipation of vacancies. In some departments, an
can scarcely be expected to be an efficient instructor for several
after his arrival ; and this is particularly the case in the det of philosophy, where all the text-books are new, and some
very difficult.
foregoing supplies, I believe, all the information asked.
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
J. G. BARNARD,
Brevet MaJor U. S . .Army, and Superintendent M. A.
'·VV.lVll:~~

F. H. SMITH,
President ofthe Board of Visitors.

HEADQUARTERS CoRPS oF CADETS,

West Point, New York, June 7, 1856.
Sm: I have the honor to submit the following recommendations in
to your circular of the 5th instant:
I would recommend a slight change in the present construction
the cadet barracks, to wit: that instead of having one piazza on
south side of the barracks, there be four; one for each story, and
these piazzas be connected by stairways, after the manner of the
south barra~ks ; that the present stairs be removed, and that a
be built dividing each of the halls thus left, by removing the
into two halls ; to close up the present doors of the cadet rooms
the south side of the barracks, and to cut down the present windows
those rooms into doors leading out on to the piazza. This change
, I think, add greatly to the architectural effect of the south
and at the same time give to the officer of the day and to the
in charge a controlling influence over the entire battalion of
, for not a cadet could leave his room and enter the room of
er cadet without exposing himself to the full view of both of
officers; he could not enter any room, without first coming out
the piazza to do so. With this change in the construction of the
Vol. ii-22
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barracks, a sentinel could see everything on his post; there
no visiting without his knowledge; he could then be justly
responsible for violations of the regulations while on post,
could faith lly, if disposed, obey his orders ; it is not possi
him to so under the present arrangement of the building, he
responsible for four floors, and yet walking only on one, the
one. This modification in the structure of the barracks would,
opinion, greatly promote discipline, the cadets during the day
be under the e7es of the officers on duty, and at night under
control of tHe guard.
2d. I would recommend that a permanent sink, to be of
stone, with drains leading to the river) be built under the
the cadet encampment. The privy of the barracks is between
400 yards from camp, too far to be used. For several years a
constructed board privy, without drains, has been used; this in
soon becomes offensive"to those in camp, and, from its position,
almost useless two of the most attractive walks about the post.
3d. I would recommend that the lower floor of the
building, used until recently as a riding hall, be converted i
bowling alley. It has sufficient width for seven or eight alleys,
would thus, at the same time, offer a pleasant recreation
healthful eurcise.
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
C. M. WILCOX,
First Lieut. 7th Infantry, .Acting Commandant of
~,Iajor BARNARD,

Superintendent of Academy.

WEST PoiNT, N.Y., June 7, 1856.
In compliance with the superintendent's circular of the
instant, I have the honor to present the following suggestions for
benefit of the departments of artillery and cavalry:
1st. An artillery hall, in which practical instruction in what
lates to the inspection of cannon and projectiles, to the mecnamiCI
manreuvres ofheavy artilery, to the nomenclature ofartilleryr"ll".,.,o,...,.
&c., &c., may be given to the cadets of the first class during the
months, would much improve the efficiency of the department
artillery. It would be a means of enabling the department to
the best use of the increased time given to it, by the adoption
:five years' course of studies at the academy. A portion of the
ment of the academic building, now unoccupied, could be fitted up
answer the purpose, at an expense of not more than $400.
2d. The new artillery and cavalry stables will be completed
occupied the ensuing fall; and as it is proper the dragoon detach
having charge of the horses should be quartered near them, it is
sirable that quarters for their accommodation, arranged according
the approved plan, should be erected in the vicinity of the stables.
The quarters at present occupied by t.he detachment are over
SIR:
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of a mile from the stables; so that, besides other inconveniences
to the present arrangement, much time is lost in passing
e two. Moreover, these quarters are insufficient in capacit:·.
ble, and, from their crowded state, must be unhealthy.
eta~~lln1ent consists of sixty men; the quarters of two rooms,
weiJttee:n and eighteen feet, and two small garrets.
thousand dollars are required for the erection of quarters.
gradual extension of the museum of arms, to include models
t approved small arms of our own and other countries,
to the efficiency of the department of artillery, in inthe means of imparting instruction to the cadets, and would
be useful to the country.
annual appropriation of one hundred and fifty or two hundred
would be sufficient for this purpose.
The duties of the assistant instructor of artillery, with the
at the difl'erent batteries and in the section rooms, and with
and horses, being quite as important as the duties of lieutened to light batteries, and requiring more care and attention,
seem but an act of justice that he should be placed on the
o.~Tnr.r,·,nN' in regard to pay as lieutenants so attached.
proposition has, on two or more occasions, been approved and
ded by the inspector of the academy, the engineer-in-chief.
, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

H. F. CLARKE,
First Lieutenant 2d Artillery and Bvt. Capt. D. 8. A.,
Instructor of Artillery and Cavalry.
Lieut. J.A.MES B. FRY,
First Regiment Artillery, AdJutant Military Academy.
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RIVERS AND HARBORS, ETC.

In several works of river and harbor improvement h
cnarge of this department nothing has been done during the
on account of the exhaustion of the appropriations. In
balances have been expended in prosecution or completion of
projects, while in some others works are still advancing
t.ageously. I~ a few, impediments to a promising commen1cei1lleutt
successful execution could be removed only after the loss of
time.
The improvements of the Patapsco river, Albemarle sound,
Fear river, and Savannah river have been advanced, while
results in the Appomattox river and in Charleston harbor
unavoidably delayed.
A contract has been made for opening the mouths of the
sippi, under which labors were to commence on the 13th of N

Breakwater at Owl's Head harbO'i·, Maine; in charge of M ·
until December 31, 1855, Mr. J. J. Lee, civil agent, until
1856, when Captain J. D. Kurtz assumed charge.-The season's
embraces the construction of the breakwater to the full extent
appropriatio:P... The work is substantially executed, and affords
siderable protection to the extensive commerce passing along the
and habitually resorting to this anchorage in unfavorable wea
The length of the work built is two hundred and eighty-four
'rhere remains a distance of one hundred and eighty feet
present end of the work to Eagle ledge, wh'ch it is desirable
be constructed to obtain proper security for vessels seeking the
age.
Balance in treasury October 1, 1856
Probable amount to be expended by 30th June, 1857
Improving the Kennebeck river from the United States arsenal, in
gusta) Maine, to LoveJoy's narrows; in charge of Ma;'or W. D.
'Uintil December 31, 1855, 11h·. J. J. Lee, civil agent, until March
1856, when Captain J.D. Kurtz assumed charge.-Work on this
provement can be prosecuted to the best advantage in the
season, when the waters are low. It was accordingly resumed in
last, and continued until the end of the season. The operations
ist for the most part in lifting and removing stones, some of
a very large size, which lie in the channel obstructing the naviga
very seriously. They were at one time buried up in the gravel
other drift which imbedded them; but this having been stirred
and washed away, the stones were left bare, and their removal
indispensable.
Balance in treasury October I, 1856
Probable amount to be expended by June 30, 1857
Removing the rocks obstructing the navigation near Falls
(Jobscook bay, Maine; in charge of Ma;'or W. D. Fraser until
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, Mr. J. J. Lee, civil agent, until March 31, 1856, when GapD. Kurtz assumed charge.-The small balance of the last
· n available for the year was not sufficient to authorize
g operations again. There are several rocks obstructing
tion at this point whose removal is necessary to make the
good. To effect this an additional appropriation is neceaof the Great Brewster isltlJnd, in the harbor of Boston,
'lC/1.1!lSetts; in charge of Colonel S. Thayer.-Operations have resuspended for want of funds since September, 1854. The
its present unfinished condition falls short of accomplishing
""'"'"''t-a,nt object in view, and is even exposed to be severely ingales of wind.
of Lovell's island and sea-wall on Deer island, Bosto"
Massachusetts)· in charge of ColonelS. Thayer.-The walls built
protection are nearly in the same condition as last reported.
should be repaired.
Middle rock, New Haven harbor, Connecticut; in charge of
G. Dutten until September 30,1856, since then in chaTge of Ma;'or
Barnard.-As reported last year, nothing has been done at this
since its abandonment by the contractor.
~.tw·utrl>g

the improvement of the Hudson rive1· above and below Aland not above 'Ilroy)· in charge of Captain G. Dutten until Sep30, 1856, since then in charge of MaJor J. G. Barnard.-The
s for the improvement of this river were continued from the
of the last report until December last, when they were suspended
the lateness of the season and near exhaustion of the appropriaand have not since been resumed. They were confined to dredgof shoals and repairs of dykes between Van Wie's point and
y, and 33,116 cubic yards of earth were removed from the bar
Wie's dam, and 22,500 from Cuyler's bar, near Albany; making
of 55,616 cubic yards removed, whilst 1,947 tons of rough
have been deposited towards closing a breach in the dyke near
Wie's dam and riveting its extremity. The bars at and below
poi11t, which have been operated on, were ·a t the close of operain good navigable condition, giving eight and a half feet at
low water. Over Cuyler' s lmr there had been obtained auout
and a half feet at that sLa.ge.

Repairing the public works at Little Egg Harbor, New Jersey)· in
of MaJor John Sanders until October 31, 1856) since then in
of Captain Dutten.-The great changes in progress on this l,art
coast from natural causes require, in the opinion of engineer
who have examined the locality, that further investigations be
before deciding on any process of improvement. That examinait has not been possible for this department to have made as yet.
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Improvement of the Patapsco river from Fort McHenry to
said river}. in charge of Major Henry Brewerton.-The Uni
steam-dredge constructed for the waters of the Chesapeake, &c.,
employed during the last season up to the close of the year in
ing the new channel of the Patapsco river, from its mouth to the
on which Fort Carroll is located. After undergoing extensive
this spring, this dredge resumed operations on the river on the
May. During the year ending on the 30th September, 58,134
yards of matter was excavated and removed from the line of the
channel and froiiJ. the shoals in its immediate vicinity, being an
of 12,"354 cubic yards over the quantity removed the previous
Soundings taken along the line of the new channel during the
part of the summer showed a very favorable result as to the condi
the river.
Contracts have been entered into recently for the construction
steam-dredging machines, and one steam-tug propeller for the
of the improvement of this river, which Vessels are to be COmTJ1le"L4~(1
the :first of April next, ready for operation as early as the season
permit.
Balance in treasury on September 30, 1856 ........ .......... $100,
Probable amount to be expended by June 30, 1857......... 68,0
Removing obstructions at the mouth of the Susquehannah river,
Havre de Grace, Maryland j in charge of Major Henry Kr.o.?nl~rtn4'1..
For the reasons stated in my last annual report, no progress has
made in removing the obstructions in this river.
Improvement of James and Appomattox river8, below the cities
Richmond and Pete'rsburg }. in charge of Colonel J. L. Smith.
river.-Since November last, the work has been carried on with
means furnished to a limited extent by the city of Richmond.
Appomattox river.-The dredge and appurtenances engaged by
city of Petersburg will be employed as soon as ready in excava
the channel.
·
Surrey of the Rappahannock river}. in charge of Col. J. L. Smith
Nothing has been done under my direction since last year.
Re-opening a communication between Albemarle Sound, North
lina, and the Atlantic ocean ; in charge of Captain D. P. W<
flill 13th March, 1856, since then in charge of Lieutenant W. H.
Wh~'ting. -A channel has been excavated from the deep water of
sound to the beach, 3,400 feet long and six feet deep. This cba
sixty feet wide for 1,400 feet to the turning basin, which is
feet square; from that point to the beach the channel is thirty
wide. 20,333 cubic yards of sand have been excavated and carried
Th e cut has been advanced into the main land of the "banks,"
will be carried on as far as practicable. Two dredges are required
effective "W"Ork.
Balance in treasury October 1, 1856 ............................... .
Probable amount to be expended oy 30th June, 1857 ........ .
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Cape Fear river, North Carolina, at or near its cornmuthe ocean j in charge of Captain D. P. WoodbuTy till
Mm·ch, 1856, since then in chaTge of Lieut. W. H. 0. Whiting.g the year 3, 750 tons of stone have been laid down for the purof widening the beach and the gradual filling of Zeke's Island
This inlet, which, at the date of the last report, was 1,200
wide, is now less than sixty feet, and its depth, which at low
ranged from sixteen to eight feet, averages but five feet. In
work, besides the stone jettees, 1,040 running feet of 3-inch sheet
g have been driven and secured ; the bridge, destroyed in the
of November 9, 1855, has been strongly rebuilt; 8,000 feet of
and 30,000 gunny-bags, forming an embankment of 50,000 cubic
of sand, have been laid down. A pier-head, forty-seven feet. wide
eighty feet long, has been added to the wharf, and 515 feet of
y added to the road for the transportation of stone.
Baldhead twenty feet length has been added to the wharf, and
tons of stone put down for the main jettee. This plaee is in ext condition, and requires no further work at present.
's Island inlet wiU be closed during the month of October, if
evere gales occur to undo what has been done. There remains
his important improvement the closing of New Inlet, an operation
magnitude.
ce in treasury October 1, 1856 ................................ $25,000
e amount to be expended by 30th June, 1857.......... 25,000

Jm.1'l1'nm·11'.n

w~th

Improvement of the haTbor of Charleston, South Oarolina.-(This
is under the superintendency of Captain G. W. Cullum, corps
· ers. )-In my last annual report the result of the trial of Oss dredging machine in removing the bar in Sullivan's Island, or
t's channel, was stated, and that the engineer in charge was unto make any further contract to do the work at a reasonable rate
the cubic yard or days' labor. Thus, deprived of the means of
her dredging, and not having sufficient funds to procure another
· , it was decided to try raking, though without any sanguine
of success commensurate with the expenses involved. Before,
ver, this latter was attempted, a new dredging apparatus was
devised which promised satisfactory results, and its proprietors offered
contract to excavate with it, they taking the whole risk of its succ:ess and security. A contract was accordingly drawn up ; but these
proprietors, having changed their minds, declined "contracting with
the government of the United States for dredging out the Maffit channel." After considerable delay, however, a contract has been entered
into with the commissioners of the fund appropriated by the State of
South Carolina for the improvement of Charleston harbor, agreeably
1o which a powerful dredging machine, now nearly completed, will
commence excavating on the Maffit channel bar on or before December
1, 1856, and, should the dredger operate according to expectations, the
channel will be opened by December 1, 185 7, partly by funds already
appropriated by the United States, .and partly by the State of South
Carolina.
The small amount of dredging executed last year has been produc-
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tive of good by allowing a larger volume of water to flow t
the channel, thereby deepening it. Already there has been a
siderable increase of shipping passing through it. Sh<1uld the
tions, now about being commenced, be crowned with
another year it is hoped that this great improvement, so impo
to Charleston and many of the southern States, will be completed.
Balance in hands of officer October 1, 1856 ................... $37,460
Probable amount to be expended by June 30, 1857 .......... 37,460

Removal of obstructions from the Savannah river, below the
Savannah, in the State of Georgia, placed there during the rP.?Jnt?.t.ti~
ary war for the common defence.-(This work is under the superi
ency of Captain J. F. Gilmer, corps of engineers.)-The ,. . .,...,,,~...,'~""'"
of the year have been confined to the "wrecks" and the sh
over and around them. One dredging machine has been e
throughout the greater part of the year in removing mud, sa
broken timbers; and this work has been now so far advanced
give a channel-way over these obstructions about two hundred
fifty feet wide, and eleven feet deep at mean low water, or s
at high tide. In the course of the year a new dredge-boat has
built, and since the middle of August last it has been worked
the shoals in the river, giving very satisfactory results. For
off the loaded flats, a small steamboat has been purchased,
with the addition of two flats built in course of the year, supplies
the requisites for a further prosecution of the work.
To give permanence to the channel-way which has been o
through the obstructions below the city, it is proposed_, during
coming year, to turn a part of the water from the back river to
front river_, by means of a deflecting work placed just above
Island, and to give greater width to the channel along the
edge of Garden bank and at other points of the front river,
nally proposed by the commissioners in their reports of Fe
1853. In accordance with the same plan, the dredging machines
be worked at the wrecks until the channel is increased in w'
three hundred feet. If necessary, the deflecting work at the
end of Fig island will be also built, to turn a part of the flood
the back to the front river.
Balance in treasury October 1, 1856 ........................... $104,798
Probable amount to be expended by 30th June, 1857. ..... 104,798
Improvement of the river St. John's, Flor·ida.-(This work is also ia
charge of Captain .J. F. Gilmer, corps of engineers.)-The chart of
the recent survey of the St. John's is now completed. After careful
study of the subject, the officer in charge concludes that, in the
of the deepening of the water on the sea bar by dredging or dra
the advantage resulting would be too temporary to warrant t unavoidably great expense. He is of opinion that a long line of breakwater placed on the northern side of the channel, by causing a change
in the direction and action of the sea currents into the harbor, might
probably cause the currents of the river to give permanence to a
deeper channel. Suoh construction, however, would, he estimates,
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the expenditure of not less than half a million of dollars.
reason, and because the depth of the rivP-r channel is greater
nville than it is over the bar, the department concurs in
~rrtmEmdlation that, unless Congress at its next session should
disposition to make large grants for this improvement, the
balance of the last small appropriation, $4,568 44, be exin marking out accurately, by stakes, beacons and \.uoys,
tions of the flats, shoals, and bars in the upper and wider
of the river, as much aid to the navigation can be given in

of the United States sea-wall at St. Augustine, Florida.is also in charge of Captain J. F. Gilmer, corps of engineers.
itures have been required for the repairs or preservation of
since the date of last annual report.
11move:me1~t

of the harbor of Mobile, Alabama, and the Choctaw
Dog river bar.-This work is in charge of Captain D. Leadcorps of engineers. No funds being available for the prosecuthis work, the machinery belonging to it has been laid up
the year.
last no balance remained available for the preservation of
inery and vessels, which were rapidly deteriorating and in
of totaL loss. Orders have been given to sell them at auction,
s to be applied in payment of necessary expenses already

superintendent urges the importance of continuing this imt.
~em<wtn~a

obstructions to navigation in the mouth of the Mississippi
at the Southwest Pass and Pass a l' Outre.-The superintendence
work has been placed in the hands of Brevet Major P. G. T.
d, corps of engineers.
law making the appropriation for this improvement required
to be executed by contract, proposals were invited, by adverent in the newspapers of the principal cities, for opening and
g open the passes above named) and contracts entered into with
rties making the lowest bid, who stipulate to open a channel
pass 300 feet wide and 20 feet deep to the deep waters of the
and to keep open the same four and a half years thereafter, for
sum of $322,000; the channel at the Southwest Pass to be
by the 13th September, 1857, and the Pass a l'Outre by the
February, 1858. The contractors are about entering upon the
in treasury October 1) 1856 ........................ .
amount to be expended by 30th June, 1857... .

$328,000 00
328,000 00
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Annual report of operations on the Washington Aqueduct, d'uring
year ending September 30, 1856.
At the date of the last annual report there remained available for
aqueduct......................................................... $147,790
The expenditures had been....................................
202,209
The importance of granting an early appropriation for the
prosecution of the work was set forth in my annual report, and
report of the Secretary of War. And in order to enable the w
be pursued without interruption, an appropriation wa~ asked
the deficiency bill, which passed in the month of May, 1856.
This appropriation, however, was not granted by Congress, and
funds having been exhausted, the work was interrupted in July.
has remained suspended since that time, as the appropriation
the last session was confined by its terms to paying existing lia
and preservation of work already done from injury.
It may be well to recapitulate here the history of this work,
which there has been much misapprehension in Congress, and
which the documents contain the fullest possible information.
In document No. 82, 34th Congress, first session, will be found
full information in regard to the estimates and expenditures,
repeat here a portion of that report.
'l'he 32d Congress, at its first session, appropriated five tho
dollars to enable the President of the United States to cause
made the necessary surveys, projects, and estimates for
the best means of affording to the cities of Washington and G
town an unfailing and abundant supply of good and wholesome
Under th~ order of Congress, the surveys were made in the
of 1852-53. And the report of the engineer, dated 12th Febr
1853, was, on the 22d February, ordered to be printed by the
It will be found in Senate Executive Documents, No. 48, 32d Con
second session. In this report, the former survey of Rock
Col. G. W. Hughes, is noticed; and a second survey of the
stream, with a project for introducing the whole of the available
ply to be derived from it js detailed.
As this showed that Rock cr~ek did not afford a sufficient supply
all purposes, though the readiest, and perhaps the least costly,
also in order to comply with the law, which required the best
of affording the supply to be sought, the surveys were extended to
elude the Little Falls, and afterwards the Great Falls of the Po
Projects were as carefully studied as the limited time at the d
of the engineers would allow, and careful estimates, with elab
details of the oocess8.ry constructions were prepared, showing the
mode of procuring a supply of water from each of the only three a
able sources.
These were:
First. The stream called Rock creek, which could be introduced
a dam and conduit by its natural flow.
Second. The Potomac at the Little Falls, six miles above ue1or~e.

SECRETARY OF W A.R.

347

whwh would require a dam and canal, or race, with pumping
to raise the water to reservoirs at a sufficient height to supThe Great Falls of the Potomac, fourteen miles above vVash' whence the level of the river is such as to allow of the water
taken by a dam and conduit, by its natural flow, to reservoirs
getown, whence, with a head of 145 fo-et above tide, it can be
by iron pipes to all the public buildings.
full descriptions and comparisons of these three plans, reference
to the report above cited. (Senate Ex. Doc. No. 48, 32d Conconcl session.) This report was printed by order of the Senit was also printed in the daily papers, and copies of it laid
the desk of every member of Congress.
r plans had been proposed for the consideration of Congress by
individuals, and were urged with zeal upon the attention of
s; but Congress, after a full discussion, and with the report
e enginEer before them, agreed to a provision in the general ap. tion bill, approved 3d March, 1853, appropriatingor bringing water into Washington, upon such plan as the Presof the United States may approve, one hundred thousand dolProvided, That if the water shall be taken from any place
the limits of Maryland, the consent of that State shall first be
'' This provision was adopted after a full discussion in the
, and being agreed to in the House, became a law.
President of the United States, acting under the requirements
· law, adopted the project described in the report and estimate
Captain :Meigs, as the aqueduct from the Great Falls of the Potoriver, with a conduit of nine feet diameter, as recommended in
34 of that report.
'cation was made by the United States to the State of Maryland
consent of that State, as required by the law ; and Maryland
an act granting its consent, ceding jurisdiction over the lands
acquired for the aqueduct, and authorizing the appraisement and
nation of lands in case the owners would not agree to sell them
reasonable terms. ~inch land has been taken under this law.
the next session Congress granted no appropriation ; but on the
March, 1855, an appropriation of two hundred and fifty thousand
s was made in the general appropriation bill. With these apiations, amounting to three hundred and fifty thousand dollars,
progress has been made in the work. The operations are set
in detail in the annual reports of the engineer department, have
communicated to Congress with the annual reports of i~'e Secreof War, and are printed in the documents.
ds have been purchased, or taken upon appraisement and conJ~eiJanati'on, from the Great Falls to the line which separates Maryland
the District of Columbia. The line has been cleared, grubbed,
&nd in many places considerable progress has been made with the
gradrration, tunnels, and conduit.
Most of the culverts upon that portion of the work lying within
~eState of Maryland have been begun; many of them are finished.
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The present condition of the -.z:arious works may be summed
follows:
Dam at the Great Falls.-Nothing done in building it, but q
have been purchased, and some materials have been delivered.
Excavation for river entrance to conduit at Great Falls, with
house pit, and deep cut thence to tunnel No. 1, about one-half
Passage of aqueduct under canal completed and canal restored.
Tunnels.-In addition to heavy cuts at one or both ends.
No. 1, 1,438 feet in length, is pierced 545 feet.
No. 2, 386! feet in length, is pierced 253 feet.
A, will probably be made a rock cut.
B and C, together 766 feet in length, pierced 192 feet.
D and E will probably be made rock cuts.
No. 3, 531 feet in length, pierced 224 feet.
F and G 1,160 feet in length, not commenced.
No. 4. 626 feet in length, pierced 160 feet, and arched with
Culve1·ts.-No. 1 is complete and covered; embankment
to grade.
No. 2. Pit excavated; mo~t of the material delivered on the g
No. 3. Pit excavated; masonry commenced; part of the rna
is on the ground.
No. 4. Pit excavated; most of the material is on the ground.
No. 5. Pit excavated; most of the material is on the ground.
No. 6. In the same condition as No. 5.
No. 7. Culvert completed; embankment raised to grade, but
unfinished for want of means.
No. 8. Same state; culvert finished; embankment nearly finis
but stopped for want of money.
Nos. 9 and 10. Pits excavated, in part, as far as it was safe to
oeed in view of the suspension of work.
No. 11. Culvert built, except the completion of the well and
wall.
Masonry puddled over, and covered up to natural surface of
jacent ground, and for about 6 feet above the cui vert arch.
No. 12. This is the largest culvert on the work; an arch of 30
span, which contains over 300,000 bricks.
The excavations for its foundations were deep and expensive, but
has been founded upon the solid rock.
The foundations, arch, and cross walls are completed.
walls are not quite finished.
The emba:.tkment has been commenced, but is left unfinished
want of r..J.eans.
No. 13. Culvert finished, except end walls and repairs of the
crete foundation. Puddled, and embankment up to grade.
A ravine between culverts Nos. 12 and 13, where no culvert will
built, has also been embanked up to grade, and is ready to receive
conduit. In the same way ravines between culverts Nos. 2 and
and between Nos. 19 and 22, have been prepared for laying the
duit over them.
In the original estimate, provision was made for culverts in all
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; but further study and improvement of location has enabled
dispense with them .
. 14. Which was somewhat damaged from being left in an unstate during the very severe winter, has been repaired, and
puddled and embanked to a sufficient height to secure it
further injury from frost. It is left now in an unfinished
; the head and tail walls not being completed, and the embankbeing unfinished.
15. Arch complete; head and tail walls unfinished; culvert
and covered with earth, but embankment far from being com6. Arch finished; head and tail walls unfinished; culvert
with earth, but embankment unfinished .
. 17. Pit partly excavated .
. 18. Untouched; land not yet acquired .
. 19. Arch complete; head and tail walls unfinished; culvert
with earth, but embankment far from being completed.
20~and 21. Dispensed with; embankment substituted, and up

. 22. Culvert finished, and covered with earth; embankment not
to grade.
23, 24, 25 and 26. Dispensed with, and side fillings ...substi; not commenced .
. 27. Culvert finished; covering not commenced.
o. 28. Culvert finished; embankment about 15 feet high at lower
; upper end not yet puddled over.
these two culverts would be liable to injury from the frost of the
if left in this condition, it is proposed to cover them with earth
the cold weather sets in.
Overfalls.-These are all left in an unfinished state, and are liable
injury; such work as is absolutely necessary to preserve them from
_,.•,_ ______ will be done with the appropriation of last session.
-None of them have been commenced.
tfr'ILflfl~1/ru1, mucking, and clearing.-The line has been generally
cleared, grubbed, and mucked, where the title to the land has been
uired.
vations on the line, except above tunnel N <l. 1, below tunnel
No.,2, and above tunnel No.4, have been only such as were necessary
to furnish material to cover culverts.
Below tunnel No. 2, and above and near No. 4, we have laid 2,028
feet of conduit, containing 1,105,000 bricks.
I cannot refrain from expressing my regret that we cannot go on
a.nd complete the culverts and embankments over them.
The earlier the embankments are finished, the longer time can be
allowed for their settling, and the more secure will be the brick conduit built upon them from cracks and leaks caused by settlement.
The conduit, as far as built, appears to be perfectly water-tight.
The 'rain water which collects in the cuts, stands in the conduit, and
affords the means of testing its security. The little water which leaks
Y!rough the rock into the tunnels, as No. 1, No. 2, and No. 4, flows
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out at the entrances in constant streams, showing that the
wi1l require, generally, but moderate expenditure to make
right.
DimenswWJ of the conduit, capacity, &c.-The conduit is a ·
cylinder of brick, 9 feet in diameter in the clear.
It is composed, generally, of three four-inch rings of brick,
mortar of hydraulic cement and sand.
Its descent is 9! inches per mile, which is a greater inclination
that of the Cochituate aqueduct, supplying Boston with water, and
than that of the Croton, which supplies New York.
In construction, it more nearly follows the Cochituate, which
built in 1841) to 184S, than the Croton, which was finished in 1
As l\fr. Jarvis, the constructing engineer of the Croton, was six
afterwards the consulting engineer of the Cochituate, it is fair to 1
that experience and better knowledge led him to adopt this sim
construction, in preference to the more costly one employed in
Croton-the first aqueduct built in this country.
The process of construction of the conduit is as follows: the
or rock is first excavated, with such side slopes as will stand and
room for the work; the bottom of the trench thus excavated bein
in building sewers in cities, carefully trimmed to the semi- ·
form of the reversed arch of the lower half of the conduit. T
half of the conduit is then built, the bricks being well
hydraulic cement against the earth or rock foundation thus
pared.
The lower half or reversed arch of the conduit being complete,
tres are placed, and the upper arch is turned upon them. Befo
removal of the centres) the earth or rock filling is replaced,
carefully packed with heavy rammers, so as to be perfectly conso
and brought to bear with an equal pressure against the sides and
of the arch. This earth covering is raised to a height of 3.5
above the intrados of the arch; and its weight being double that
water, will always be sufficient to prevent the giving way of the
upwards under the pres[llure of the water, which will never equal
height the height of the embankment.
Reservoirs.-The receiving reservoir (see page 27 of Doc. 48)
situated upon the Little Falls branch. It is formed by damming
that stream.
The area of the surface of the reservoir is 50.65 acres. The
of the comb of the dam is 145 feet above tide, and the contents of
reservoir above the level of 140 feet will be 82,521,500 gallons.
This reservoir being deep, with steep shores, serves not only as a
reservoir for storage of water to be used during any interruption·
the flow of water through the conduit, in consequence of accidents
for the purpose of shutting out the waters of the river when swollen
and muddy from floods, but it serves, also, for several other important
purposes.
It equalizes the flow from the conduit during the night, when little
water will be used; the conduit will supply all that has been drawn
off during the day. The water enters this reservoir by a tunnel, at
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ce of half a mile from the point at which it leaves it, and
·passage through this deep pool, time is afforded for it to
most of its impurities.
materially shortens the conduit, it saves the expense of an
aqueduct bridge over the stream, and it collects and introduces
aqueduct the water of the Little Falls branch, which is pure
, and affords a notable increase to the supply.
distributing reservoir is situated upon the heights beyond
, and is formed by an embankment of earth surrounding
site.
of the water-surface is 36! acres ; its level, when full, is
above tide ; the contents above 140 feet are 59,783,000 galtotal contents are 167,530,000 gallons. The two reservoirs
, supposing the conduit to be interrupted by floods or accir during the periodical examinations necessary for repairs,
500 gallons, without reducing the head below 140 feet; and in
ency, supposing the surface to be lowered to 131 feet
, they will yield two hundred and fifty millions of gallons,
what will be supplied during the time by the Little Falls
o reservoirs are two miles apart, and are connected by the
which is continued from one to the other. The mains which
e water from the distributing reservoir to the city are double ;
them is to be thirty, and the other twelve inches in diameter.
lead by the most direct route to the Capitol. These great mains
ble, so that in case of any accident, one may be in use, fura diminished supply, while the other is being repaired or
size adopted is considered sufficient for the supply for some
Ultimately it will be necessary to increase the mains, and the
inch main can then be taken up and relaid somewhere else, its
being supplied by one of thirty· six inches.
The double mains lead to the Capitol, where the thirty-inch main
The twelve-inch is continued to the Navy Yard.
welve-inch mains, connecting with these, lead to the Observatory,
al Post Office, Patent Office, Judiciary square, and arsenal.
twenty-inch main leads across the canal to the Smithsonian Inte, in the mall, where it stops, a twelve-inch main going thence
the arsenal.
These are all the pipes included in the estimate, w4ich will be found
page 53 of Doc. 48.
They are all that the project, as adopted by the President, under
law, includes. 1'hey are all that properly should be laid by the
States.
the distribution through the cHy, smaller pipes, connecting
these, will be laid by the city itself, which it is supposed will be
rized by Congress to make the necessary connexions, and use the
for distribution through the various streets, for supplying prihouses, hotels, steam-engines, &c.
A water rent, to be charged by the city for every house in which
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the water is int~;od~ced, will defray the expense of this
In this the city will bear its p t of the expense of the w~.T.&l,T'-"tli1'AI"I
not very great at fi,~st but u ijtbately, as the buildings ext~~n<.fl
larger piJ>es p.re laid, it wi
FOUnt to a considerable sum.
York has ~:w: om~ three h
~ miles of pipes lai.d, costing
millions of
s. It will be long before this city will require
an expendi ure. The large mains leading to the public buildin
public squares will give a supply sufficient for noble fountains,
the same time will admit of being tapped for the supply of the
buting pipes leading to the streets off their lines.
S?fPply.-The nine-feet conduit, with a slope of 0. 792 foot per
wilt convey 67,596,400 gallons in twenty-four hours .
.As the water in the reservoir rises, the discharge will be · · ·
and as it falls below the grade, owing to the greater demand
the supply will be increased. This quantity of water is greater
the city will need for many years; but an aqueduct once built is
for all time, and Philadelphia is the only one of our great cities
has planned its water-works on such a scale as to supply its
twenty years after their construction.
In Boston, a six-inch jet, under a head of about 120 feet,
four millions of gallons in ten hours. Half a dozen such j
public squares would, under the head we have of 145 feet;
probably thirty million gallons of water.
In these fountains, and in washing out the gutters and sewers,
in watering the streets, will be, for some years, the principal
tion of water in the hot months. The consumption by the inhab1
of the two cities in July, if amply supplied, would amount to a
five and a quarter millions of gallons daily.
In forty years they will probably need twenty-two and a half ·
of gallons. Upon this point I respectfully refer to the 01iginal
so often cited, where (at page 11) the matter is fully discussed.
ESTIMATES.

The original estimate for the aqueduct, a copy of which is a
to this report, and which will also be found in Ex. Doc. 48, w
for a seven-feet conduit, which would cost $1,921,244, and
36,015,400 gallons of water daily. It was found, after this ""t-nvl<....
was prepared, that an addition of two feet to the diameter of the
duit, without altering the reservoirs, would increase the supply
67,596,400 gallons, nearly doubling it, at an increase of expense
$350,000, or about one-sixth.
The supply from the river being practically inexhaustible,
larger conduit was recommended, (see Doc. 48, pages 25 and 34,)
it was adopted by the President, and is partly executed. The origi
estimate was made upon a hasty location, which, it was then sta
would probably be improved by further study and revision.
The estimate was made up upon the first location, the quanti
were carefully measured and calculated, and the conviction was
pressed, that while the work could be built as located, any \Jll"' .... ~'11f'
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in it would result in increased simplicity and security of con. n without increase of cost.
is revision has led to important, though not extensive, change~
first location and design. The dam at the Great Falls has
placed somewhat lower down the river than at first proposed.
length of conduit between the river and canal, much exposed to
, the pipe chamber involving much heavy masonry, and the pipe
ing of the canal, have been abandoned.
The aqueduct now passes under the canal, above Orommelin's, withinterfering with it. The only part of the work now exposed to
action of the river is the dam itself and the abutment walls.
gate-house is placed at some distance from the river, the aqueduct
ing to it being a deep rock cut, arched over with brick, and
·ng under the canal.
r changes of less importance have been made; two or three
tunnels have been substituted for more expensive side-hill cutin rock. The first tunnel has been increased in length.
general result of these changes has been to give us a better
more secure, shorter, and without any increase of cost.
original estimate for the seven-feet conduit was ... $1,921,244 00
· al cost of nine-feet conduit . . . . . ... .. . . .. . . . ......
350,000 00
2,271,244 00
numbers....................................

2,300,000 00

the estimates such work as admitted of it was measured and cal~
, and 20 per cent. upon all the estimates except the pipes,
'ng in the aggregate to $271, 77'{), has been provided to cover
Dtll1g'Emcu·ls, engineer service and clerks, and for the purchase of the
of way and lands for reservoirs.
amount required for engineer service will depend upon the
t of appropriations for the work and the time occupied in its
'on. Two parties are necessary to apply judiciously the
appropriation, and these, to be efficient, must have a certain
of persons. A very small increa.se of persons and expense will
e them to attend to work costing $1,000,000 per annum as easily
0,000. Five per cent. upon the work done is not an unusual
; but the present organization upon the aqueduct, now costing
4 per annum, will, it is believed, with the addition of a few pernot exceed in the whole $10,000 or $12,000 per annum, be found
able to render all the service required in expending $1,000,000,
st of from 1 to 1 120 per cent. Before any permanent construction
be made it was necessary to make extensive surveys for revising
tion, (made very hastily from original estimates,) the benefits
· hare seen in the great improvement of the line; in making
for lands, very difficult a~ 11 expensive where the old surveys
e titles conflict as they do here, and studying and perfecting
&c. These expenses, which are general, are properly chargeable
whole work. Applied to the work now don.e, they would appear
Vol. ii--23
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to be a large expense. The expense of superintendence will be atl€~ctll•
by the irregularity of appropriations, but not to the same extent.
In starting so large a work as the Washington aqueduct, and
cially in such a country as it passes through, a very large expen
must be made in preparation for work.
Cop .es of all contracts entered into will be found in document
oflast session.
The result of a careful revision of the estimates, applying to
quantities calculated from measurements upon the new location,
prices derived from experience in carrying on the work to its '"'""'~n. . .
condition where not already contracted for, and to those parts of
work under contract, at the contract prices, leads to the belief that
original estimate would be sufficient to complete the work if the
priations were granted regularly as asked for.
The failure of two appropriations has caused some increase of
pense. Stock and materials were sold. The engineer force was
disbanded and had to be re-organized upon the passage of the
priation of 1855.
New managers bad to be procured and instructed in their bus
and the appropriation when granted was only one quarter of
amount estimated for, and which could have been advan
applied.
The same force of engineers and clerks necessary to supervise
execution of the work and prepare the materials and records for
statements as Congress requires could have attended to a
expenditure.
Probably a greater loss, however, fell upon the contractors
upon the United States by these suspensions, as they were kept
ignorance of what would be required of them during the season,
could not increase their forces ·to take advantage of the healthy
of the spring.
The present suspension must be attended with greater loss than
former one.
Large preparations in machinery, boats, tools, stock, opening
stripping quarries) &c., have been made.
The contractors for the brick, after making expensive prepara
were obliged to suspend operations at a heavy loss.
The most economical and speedy mode of completing the
would be to make available at once the whole two millions needed
complete it. Contracts for the whole could then be made with
dence. The bricks could be manufactured, the pipes cast and
livered; and there would be no more of these harassing and
doubts and delays.
There are two years' work to complete the whole aqueduct. But
devoting a large force to operations on the part of the work b
the receiving reservoir and the city, by building first a tern
wooden clam at the receiving reservoir, I am of opinion that a
water supply could be introduced from the Little Falls branch
a year.
The only thing that could prevent this would be the meeting '
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difficulties in getting clear titles to some of the land necessary
work.
greater part of the land needed in 1\1aryland has been acquired.
the District none has been procured. The passage of a law
ng the United States the power to acquire lands for this purpose,
the same manner as is done for the Chesapeake and Ohio canal, is
much to be desired. , A bill for that purpose has more than once
introduced, but has failed to receive the attention of Congress.
The delays consequent upon the failure of appropriations of course
the ultimate cost of the work as well as delay the introduction
ter.
·
es the loss by interruption of work, by depreciation of stock
materials, and by the injury to contractors-who, having bid on the
of the government, are thrown out of work and subjected to heavy
.thus causing a want of confidence and a demand for higher
in subsequent contracts-the work has lain open so long that
'ty is offered for speculation in lands along its line.
ble points are seized upon and held at high prices. In these
s of ownership com plication of titles is introduced, and the
of securing the perfect title required by the United States is
increased.
the original report and estimate this language was used:
"If the work is delayed by meagre appropriations its expense will
much increased., and I hope. in that case, not to be held responsible
its cost above my estimate, which is based upon a steady and
prosecution of the work.''
appropriations for the aqueduct have amounted to ... $600,000 00
which there WclS unexpended September 30, 1856...... 244,634 45
Total expenditure to September 30, 1856.............
e application of this sum may be classed as follows:
Gene1·al expenses.-Engineer service and instruments;
office and warehouse expenses ; stationary, printing,
vertising, r ents, &c.; acquiAition of lands and law
es, and miscellaneous expenses .................... .
expenses.-Labor and its management; sub:tis,tertce; forage; powder and fuse ; fuel and lights ...
tionsfor worlc.-Buildings and building rna' centering, &c.; furniture; hardware, iron,
, &c.; boats, scows, &c.; railroad cars, wagons,
carts, &c.; harness, saddlery, &c.; machinery and
cordage ; stock, horses, mules, oxen, &c ................ .
j;Jaterialsfor, and permanent construction.-Brick, cet, sand, stone, castings, and other materials for
nent construction, and construction done by con-

355,365 55

-----

$60,011 90
1~, 700

98

51,479 02

107,173 65 .
355,365 55

---------
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SUMMARY.

Right of way and land in Maryland generally acquired. The 1
cation has been improved; passages under the canal completed.
Six tunnels have been pierced 1,374 feet. Thirteen culverts ha
been nearly completed, several others have been commenced. Gru
bing and clearing in Mary land, generally, completed. Emban
ments and excavations near the culverts have been beguq, and so
progress made with them; 2,028 feet of brick conduit, at differe
points in Maryland, have been built and finished. The line has b
prepared for the building of a large portion of the conduit, and t
whole work suspended for want of funds; the appropriation of the l
session being applicable only to paying existing liabilities, and p
serving the work (already done) from injury.
CASH ACCOUNT.

Appropriation of 1853 ........................................ :.
Appropriation of 1854 ......................................... .
Appropriation of 1855 ......................................... .
Appropriationof1856, for existing liabilities and preservation of work (already done) from injury .............. .
Total appropriations ............................ ..
Expended to September 30, 1853 ............ $14,986 70
Expended in the year ending September
30, 1854 .......... ...... ......... ............... 83,620 41
Expended in the year ending September
30, 1855 ........................................ 103,602 36
Expended in the year ending September
30, 1856 ........................................ 153,156 08

600,000

Total expended to 30th September, 1856 ............. ..

355,365

Amount remaining on hand 30th September, 1856 ....
Very little of which is applicable to the prosecution of the work.
The amount required for the proper prosecution of the work duri
the year ending the 30th June, 1858, is $1,000,000, of which it wo
be a great advantage to have a portion appropriated early in the s
sion of Congress, as, by delay, the best season for the prosecution
the work will be lost.
Respectfully submitted.
M. C. MEIGS,
Captain of Engineers, in charge.
Brevet Brig. Gen. J. G. To'ITEN, Chief Engineer.
All of which is respectfully submitted.
J. G. TOTTEN,
Brevet Brig. General, and Co~onel of Engineers.

SECRETARY OF WAR.

357

No. 13.
REPORT OF THE CHIEF TOPOGRAPHICAL ENGINEER.
BuREAU oF ToPOGRAPHICAL ENGINEERS,

Washington, November 22, 1856.
SIR: I have the honor to submit a report of the opera :ions of this

bureau since th ·last annual report of November, 1855.
The f'tations and duties of the officers of the corps have been as
follows:
Lieutenant Colonel Kearney was stationed at W shington, as a
ber of the board of engineers, also a member of 1he light-house
, until May lOth, 1856, when he was ordered to Detroit, in
charge of the survey of the northern and northwestern lakes.
Brevet Lieutenant Colonel Long has been stationed at Louisville,
.,Jlentuc:kv, in charge of western river improvec ents. The active
• c)l)eJratJlons of his command consisting in the removal of snags in the
ppi; improvement of the navigation in the vicinity of Red
raft; removal of rock obstructions in the Upper Mississippi,
the Desmoines and Rock Island rapids; also, dredging and clearaway obstacles in the Illinois river.
'or Bache has been stationed at San Francisco, California, charged
the superintendence of construction of military roads in Washand Oregon Territories; of all disbursements under the bureau
improvements on the Pacific coast ; also in cha rge of the construeand inspection of all light-houses on the same coast.
Brevet Lieutenant Colonel Graham, stationed at Cnicago, Illinois,
been in charge of harbor improvements on Lake Michigan; imnt of St. Clair flats, (recently relieved from the latter by
Whipple;) also, the construction of a light-house at Chicago,
the Treasury Department. The abilities displayed, both in the
tendence of the improvements and the investigations connected
them, are characteristic of this accomplished officer.
Brevet Colonel Turnbull has remained at Oswego, in charge of the
ement of harbors on Lakes Champlain and Ontario, and part of
Erie.
Captain Graham is on sick leave in California, subject, if well, to
under Major Bache.
in Cram has been stationed at headquarters, department of
'fie, under the command of General Wool, and, assisted by
ant MendeJl, topographical engineers, has participated in the
•rper-at1'ons of the troops during the recent Indian troubles in Wash' Oregon, and California.
v ....,~._.,·,u Stansbury, stationed at Cleveland, Ohio, in charge of the
mnrov·emtent of harbors on Lake Erie, west of Erie.
v..,~,~ ... ,.... Humphreys has remained in Washington City on special
unde'r the Hon. Secretary of War, and, in addition to nther
, has recently had assigned to him those of a member of the
house board.
Captain Macomb, early last spring, was assigned to duty in the
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militar} l"partment of New Mexico, but in consequence of not
relieved by Colonel Kearney until about the first of September,
been engaged during the past year in charge of the survey of
northern and northwes1ern lakes.
Captain Simpson, stationed at St. Paul, Minnesota, was in
of the construction of military roads in that Territory until r
by Captain Thorn in June, 1856.
Captain Sitgreaves, assigned to duty under the Treasury De
ment, has been in charge of the construction and inspection of h
houses on Lakes St. Clair, Huron) and Superior.
Captain W oodru:ff, in charge of construction and inspection of r
houses on Lakes Erie aud Ontario, under the Treasury Departm
Captain Palmer was on the coast survey, unuer the Treasury D
ment, until 21st May last; he was then assigned to duty as assistant
Lieutenant Colonel Long. He is now on that duty.
Captain Thorn, stationed at St . Paul, Minnesota, in charge of
struction of military roads in that 'rerritory, was relieved from
on Mexican boundary survey in May, 1856.
Captain Whipple, engaged until September on Pacific rail
survey, is now charged with the improvement of St. Clair :flats,
:flats of Lake George) St. Mary's river, and of Lake Superior.
Captain Meade was relieved from light-house duty in May, 1
and is now on survey of the north and northwestern lakes,
Lieutenant Colonel Kearney.
Captain l\L L. Smith is on duty in Washington) as assistant in
Bureau of Topographical Engineers.
Captain Pope, now in Washington, has been engaged) under
immediate direction of theW ar Department, in endeavoring to
water on the Llano Estacada. in Texas, by sinking artesian we
Captain Abert, relieved from duty as asHistant to Lieutenant
Long, in May, is now under the orders of the commanding officer
the military department of Florida.
First Lieutenant Franklin, stationed at Portland, Maine, is
the Treasury Department, in charge of construction and inspection
light-houses on that coast.
First Lieutenant Reynolds, relieved from duty on survey of
north and northwestern lakes, is stationed at Philadelphia, subj
orders from this bureau; also in charge of the construction and
spection of light-houses under the Treasury Department.
First Lieutenant W. F. Smith, relieved from duty as assistant
fessor at West Point Military Academy on account of ill health, is
on leave of absence.
First Lieutenant Bryan, stationed at St. Louis, in charge of the
struction of the military roads leading from Fort Riley to Big
bers, on the Arkansas, and from Fort Riley to Bridger's Pass, ·
Rocky mountains, has been actively and successfully engaged
the present season on the latter route, the :first having been s
and put under construction during the past winter.
First Lieutenant Derby, under orders to report to Colonel K
has been engaged under Major Bache in constructing military
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Washington and Oregon Territories. He is now under orders to
to Lieutenant Colonel Kearney.
Lieutenant Williamson is stationed in Washington, on Pacific
survey, under orders of the War Department.
First Lieutenant Michler, stationed in Washington, is on duty under
State Department, with Brevet Colonel Emory, on the l\1exican
survey.
Fin't ·eutenant Parke, stationed at Washington, is assigned to
as secretary of the light-house board, in the place of Captain
castle, lately resigned.
First Lieutenant Warren, on duty with the Sioux expedition under
~••"n'~l'!1. 1 Harney, has since the termination of hostilities been actively
ged in exploring the upper Mississippi and Yellowstone rivers.
is now here, preparing his report and maps.
First Lieutenant Mendell) already alluded to, served actively with
troops in the field until relieved and ordered to report for duty to
or Bache. He is now constructing military roads in Washington
Oregon Territories, having relieved Lieutenant Derby.
Second Lieutenant Rose, stationed at West Point as assistant pror in the Military Academy, resigned the 7th October, 1856.
Second Lieutenant I ves is on special duty under the War De.
ment, connected with the Pacific railroad survey.
Second Lieutenant Abbot is in Washington, completing work cond with the Pacific railroad survey.
Second Lieutenant Turnbull is on survey of the north and northlakes, under Colonel Kearney.
et Second Lieutenant Wheeler is on duty in the military deent of the Pacific, under Captain Cram, in the place of LieutenMendell.
Brevet Second Lieutenant Poe, assigned as a graduate cadet to the
in July, is on the leave of absence granted by law to graduates
the Military Academy. His orders are to report to Lieutenant
l Kearney.
glancing over the stations and duties of the officers as enumer' it will be seen that they are scattered over a large extent of ter' from the Atlantic to the Pacific; from Lake Superior to the
of Florida; and that their duties are as various and diversified
re the objects over which the general government exercises a conI.
With the activity, attainments, and devotion to duty of all, the
ment has reason to be satisfied. Many have an amount of
responsibility and control which might with advantage be lessened,
did the number constituting the corps admit of it.
As extended and diversified as are the duties of the corps, and as
· vely as it is engaged, there is still the labor of years before it.
Leaving the western borders of Arkansas, Missouri, Iowa, and Wis. , the vast region of country from that to California, covering
7° of latitude and 26° of longitude, is comparatively unknown, and
of it are absolutely as unexplored as is the interior of Africathis, too, when the space spoken of penetrates like a wedge into the
of our country. Other parts have been traversed by the hardy
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trapper, or the emigrant on his way westward; but the inform
thus obtained not being collected, or, even if collected, unaccomtDamel
as it should be by the requisite geographical data, is buried from
country at large) and is comparatively useless.
Possibly emigration and civilization may not thus far have
materially retarded; but could our western country have been
rately laid down, and its peculiarities and resources correctly d
how many thousands of emigrants would, since the discovery of
in California, have been saved from suffering, and possibly
death!
That entire region should be covered with a net-work of expl
tions and snrveys, accompanied by a series of carefully conducted
servations of every kind that will fix its geographical, mineral,
table, and climatic peculiarities.
Thus would every stream and mountain become known, and ev
nook, valley and plain be open for the settlement and enterprise of
population.
The importance of our northern and north western lakes, with t
extensive commerce, numerous harbors and commercial marine,
mands that more liberality should be shown in providing for their
vey, delineating their coast lines, and bringing to light the
reefs, shoals and rocks, which~ unknown, strew the mariner's
with dangers.
The small appropriations heretofore granted have every year · ·
the operations and activity of the officer in charge; yet, even
these disadvantages, a series of finished and accurate charts of
main points dangerous to navigation have been issued, that are in
hands of, and used by, navigators from the mouth of the St. La
to Fond duLac of Lake Superior, and eagerly sought for both
our own and the Canadian frontier.
These lakes constitute a great northern sea-board, having its
dotted with light-houses, many of its harbors improved and pro
and its vessels for the collection of revenue. Thev are dotted with
sails of our own and foreign vessels, many of its· cities carrying on
direct trade with Europe.
The entire lake coast line is about equal to that of the coast line
our Atlantic, Gulf, and Pacific possessions. The value of the
and productions yearly passing over them exceeds that of the
merce of all nations combined, yearly passing in and out of the
of Mexico; and the new Territ01:ies contiguous to them are filling
with a rapidity surprising even to those familiar with the settling
our western country.
In view of the above, it is recommended that largely increased
propriations be made both for western explorations and for the su
of the northern and north western lakes.
In consequence of the greatly increased demands of the governm
for the services of its officers as the frontier becomes more ex
and new Territories added, the number of officers of the corps
become too small to meet demands. The recommendation made
former annual reports for an increase of the corps by an addition
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captains, ten first and ten second lieutenants, is therefore again
ly urged and repeated.
rank and position of captain is one of great use to ,this branch
'ce, and he should be provided with requisite subordinate miliassistants.
beg leave to repeat the recommendation in the last report in relato the five steam dredge-boats on the lakes and their respective
· g scows. To abandon these boats to destruction for the
of proper care, would probably occasion a severe rebuke to the
u; yet for their care some expenditures are required, and unless
•vru'JJrJ•.i:I.Ll. on be made I do not perceive how this care is to be bestowed.
, therefore, respectfully recommended that appropriations be made
their repairs and preservation, or that a law direct them to be sold.
boats, scows, &c., have cost on an average rather more than
0 in each case; I doubt if a sale would bring half the cost.
iron steamer for the survey of the lakes, authorized by a law of
August, 1854, has been built and received, and is now on her
· te duty. The boat is highly spoken of.
various military roads appropriated for by Congress have been
ced and pushed forward with due energy; but while the apations for certain ones have ~een found sufficient, for others they
proved entirely inadequate to produce good results.
the early settlement of a country, common roads take the place
er kinds of internal improvement, (which grow out of populaa.nd wealth,) and exercise an important influence upon its growth
prosperity.
Minnesota several important roads are still unfinished, for which
appropriations may be necessary.
Kansas and Nebraska the appropriations are found barely sufto construct bridges over the main streams, leaving as a general
eir approaches untouched, and all minor improvements unproregon and Washington Territories the means provided by Confor roads have not only proved inadequate, but were so limited,
parison with the amount of work to be done, that a Huge inupon the original appropriations is considered necessary.
results from the nature of the country; its mountains are
and precipitous, and the vegetable growth dense and heavy
an hing known on the Atlantic coast.
r progress has been made since the last annual report
the completion of the military roads appropriated for in New
following is a brief compendium of the operations since the last
report on the various works under the control of the bureau,
out f!·om the annual reports of the officers in charge:
reports contain minute descriptions of all works, and their presition; also estimates in detail for their further progress and
n.
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LAKE HARBORS.
HARBOR OF BURLINGTON, VERMONT.

The improvement at this place consists in a breakwater, ly ·
thirty-feet water, formed of crib-work, ballasted with stone.
portion finished is 1,069 feet long and 35 feet wide, situated·
ately in fro"l of the wharves of the town, and affords very good
tection about 200 feet in length ; more is needed to carry out the
of improvements, which will bring the north end under cover
point of land, and afford better shelter from northwesterly gales.
further appropriation is required for this purpose.
HARBOR OF OGDENSBURG.

The survey of this harbor has been completed and reported, b
the absence of an appropriation, no plan for its improvement has
presented.
HARBOR OF OSWEGO.

The west pier has been completed, and is expected
five to seven years without needing material repairs. The en
reports that it will become necessary to take down the remaining
tion of the masonry, and replace it with crib-work, or els8 build
work outRide of it. The east pier is kept in repair by private
prise. The United States dredge-boat has been employed, at the
pense of the city corporation in deepening the entrance to the ·
and has worked with success.
SODUS BAY, CAYUGA COUNTY, N. Y.

Only a part of the plan of improvement adopted by the boa
engineers, and approved by the honorable Secretary of War, has
carried out, for want of funds. The work done has, however,
attended with marked success, not only in deepening the water
the bar, but in causing a rapid accumulation of shingle upon
gravelly beach separating the bay from the lake.
SODUS BAY, WAYNE COUNTY, N.Y.

With the exception of that portion rebuilt in 1853, the works
this harbor are in a decayed condition. The entire we~t pier,
the beacon-light to the beach) and the old portion of the east
require rebuilding. The appropriation has been exhausted
1854.
GENESEE RIVER.

Nothing has been done at the mouth of this river since 1853,
money appropriated having been expended. rrhe west pier, 1,
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in length, was at that time rebuilt, and is now in good condition.
east pier, 2,034 feet in length, is decayed to the water's edge, and
several breaches in it below the surface of the water. A further
priation is required for proper security of the works.
OAK ORCHARD CREEK.

appropriation for this place was exhausted in building 290 feet
the west pier, and repairing 150 feet. The remainder of the pier,
1,144 feet in length, is in a condition requiring it to be rebuilt.
HARBOR OF BUFFALO.

No work has been done this season at this harbor for want of means.
rebuilding of the protection wall, thrown down by the storms of
was completed last season.
superintending engineer recommends that the wall about the
ouse be rebuilt; and that the tow-path be renewed, as it is in
ated condition, having been freq11ently run into by vessels
·ured.
HARBOR OF DUNKIRK.

plan projected by the board of engineers, and approved by the
of War, for the protection of this bar bor, consisted of three
aters; the principal one occupying a central position; the
west, inland of, and parallel with the first ; the third to the
of, and slightly inclined to the first; and farther in the lake.
was thought best to apply the appropriation for the harbor to
nstruction of the west breakwater. This was not commenced
rather late last season, and, as the winter set in unusually early,
work was necessarily left in an unfinished condition, and considerdamage done by the icc; five out of eight cribs were wrecked
the close of the winter; one entirely carried off, and the others
down to various depths below the surface of the water. The work
been much retarded this season, caused by having to build on the
· of the old work, much of which required removal. Fair prohas, however, been made, 'and by the present time there is some
· to the length of the breakwater.
HARBOR OF ERIE.

operations of the present season have been confined) on account
small balance of appropriation on hand, to the closing the
in the peninsula: and protecting the shore from further abraby brush-work. In both cases the work has met with flattering
, and bids fair to restore the original water line. To complete
improvement of this harbor, in accordance with the recommendaof the board of engineers, will require a further and large ap-
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HARBOR OF CONNEAUT.

The work of this harbor remains in the same unfinished state as
ported last year, there being but the small balance of $251 left
expended.
HARBORS OF ASHTABULA AND GRAND RIVEB..

These harbors require further appropriations to complete the '
provements in accordance with the approved plans. The report
last year will give necessary det~ils.
HARBOR OF CLEVELAND.

The balance available for the present season's work was $5
The pier-head at the end of the west pier ,has been laid down
feet water, and carried up 8 feet above the surface. One hund
ten feet of new pier has been built, and the whole filled with
The new work, 800 feet long, continues to maintain its solidity
alignment, and has resisted all the severe storms that have
since its commencement. The east pier needs renewal in some
and repairs in others.
HARBORS. OF BLACK CREEK AND VERMILLION.

No money has been expended on either of theRe harbors during
past season.
HARBOR OF HURON.

The position of this harbor and its depth of water make it·
ant as one of refuge, and demand that its protecting piers s
kept perfect. The funds for this work were exhausted before
necessary work was accomplished.
HARBOR OF SANDUSKY.

The object of improvement at this point was to protect the
strip of land lying between the lake and Sandusky bay, and
makes the latter a harbor, from being encroached upon and
washed by the lake.
The spit is 7,500 feet in length; 3,357 feet of this has, by
crib-work, been so successfully protected that it is becoming
with bushes and increasing in width; the remainder of the spit,
eluding a small island with which it connects, 450 feet long,
·
in like manner, to be protected, else in a few years there is
that the bay will become an open portion of the lake.
A breach some 3,000 feet in length has, for some years, existed
tween the small island and the main shore, and as the water
and out, according to the direc.tion of the wind, it is thought to
an unfavorable effect upon the channel by the way of the main
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into the bay. The present season's work has exhausted the
atmr{mrl·a tion for this harbor, and to complete the necessary work
all1lca,ted will require a further and larger one.
HARBOR OF MONROE, MICHIGAN.

No work has been done on this harbor during the past season; for
ptorrr1ation in reference to it, the report of last year is referred to.
MOUTH OF CLINTON RIVER, LAKE ST. CLAIR, MICHIGAN.

The amount appropriated for deepening the entrance to this river,
,000, was quite too small to properly carry out the intended im•rovement, which consisted in confining the waters of Clinton, at its
, between two parallel rows of piles, thus continuing the concurrent across the bar into the deep water of the lake; also in
'ng the action of the water on the bar by dredging. Very debenefits resulted from the work done last season; this season's
not yet reported.
ST. CLAIR FLATS.

An elaborate and interesting report was made by Lieut. Colonel
last year upon this improvement, and recommendations made
e manner of accomplishing it, involving an expenditure of a
able amount, running through four or five years.
soon as the appropriation for it was made, at the first session of
present C<l.Dgress, a party from the lake survey was detached to
the necessary examination preparatory to adopting a p1an which
correspond with the amount appropriated, and commencing
k. The results of this examination have not yet been reported
bureau.
same objections ex1st to the amount appropriated for this work
have been so repeatedly brought forward before, viz: that it is
inadequate to do more than begin the work, and yet the work
so planned as to be complete when the appropriation is exFLATS OF LAKE GEORGE, ST. MARY'S RIVER.

'ng to the high northern latitude of this point, and the advanced

of the year when the bill for its improvement became a law, it
found impossible to have the necessary examinations made and
this year; arrangements will be made during the winter for
commencement of the work next spring.
MICHIGAN CITY BREAKWATER.

improvement planned for this place consisted in an artificial
to be formed by a breakwater of crib-work 1,070 feet long, by
wide, lying in 19 feet water, and rising to a height of 6 feet

REPORT OF THE

above the level of the lake. The position is an exposed one
storms; the waves break with great violence, rendering the
and securing the cribs a work of difficulty unless the weatb
favorable.
The work was retarded last season by the unfavorableness of
weather, and considerable damage to the crib-work by a gale
before it could be proper1y ballasted. The report of the present
son's operations has not yet been received.
HARBOR OF NEW BUFFALO.

The original appropriation for this work was small, $8,000;
after collecting materials requisite to make a commencement,
balance remaining on hand was too small to justify any further
being done until further means were provided by Congress.
BLACK LAKE HARBOR, MICHIGAN.

The small appropriation made for this improvement in 1852
soon expended, and there have been no means for continuing
during the present season.
HARBOR OF GRAND HAVEN.

The sum of $2,000 appropriated for this harbor sufficed for
little more than the necessary preliminary examinations.
was commenced under it.
For the latest reported condition of the remaining harbor
Lake Michigan, you are respectfully referred to Lieutenant
D. Graham's report of last year, printed as Senate Ex. Docs. Nos.
and 77, 1st session, 34th Congress.
WESTERN RIVER IMPROVEMENTS.

Under this head come the improvements of the Mississippi,
souri, Arkansas, Illinois, Ohio, and Red rivers.
Improvements have been carried on upon all during the past
except the Ohio, Missouri, and Arkansas.
Upon the Mississippi the number of obstructions, in the form
snags, sunken logs, and wrecks removed during the last season,
1,196.
The amount expended the same period is $3,955 42.
On the Illinois river, work has been done at Beardstown bar,
Creek bar, upper, middle, and lower French bars, and clay and
removed from the channels to the amount of 7,323 cubic yards.
disbursements on account of this work have amounted during the
to $9,183 60.
A small unexpended balance of between two and three
dollars is left on hand.
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IMPROVEMENT OF RED RIVER.

The progress of improvement has been somewhat retard!3d by unfastages oftheriver, and sickness and desertion among the laborers
work; and the cost increased by the difficulty of getting tools,
e high prices of transportation and provisions. To show more
ly the operations of the year, I extract from Agent Fuller's
report to Lieutenant Colonel Long :
"The work done during the past year in furtherance of this imt is mainly as follows :
The completion and outfit of the snag-boat Gopher, and machineat Louisville; their conveyance thence to the raft region; the reof some obstructions from the channel through Shiftail lake
Dooley's bayou to Red river; the sawing and removing, as above,
een two and three miles of solid raft; the raising and removing
y heavy snags from the channel of Red river above and near
head of Dooley's bayou; the clearing the head of Elmer's bayou
the reception of the l\fay run of raft; the burning of drift and
timber lodged along the banks of upper Red river, for a disof 450 miles; felling impending trees; cutting off and spading
protruding points; trimming off and digging down small
s, &c., between the head of Dooley's bayou and Shiftail lake,
of about 20 miles; removing stumps in Shiftaillake, and
ing trees from the banks of Stumpy bayou," &c.
has been disbursed during the last year, commencing 1st
1855, $49,827 58.
was of the appropriation on the 1st of July) 1856, $37,458 95.
is not anticipated that this improvement can be completed witha further appropriation.
THE DES MOINES AND ROCK RIVER RAPIDS.

decision of the Secretary of War dated September 4, 1854, the
of appropriation ($90,000) was divided between the two rapids
following proportions :
the Des Moines ................................................. $54,336 00
tlte Rock River rapids........................................ 35)664 00
k on the Des Moines rapids was resumed under t'he new con-

(Mr. Hager,) very late last season, and the total quantity of
removed was only 845 cubic yards.
'ng the present season the agent in charge reports the contractor
ting more successfully, the appliances introduced by him for
and br(:aking up the rock enabling under favorable circumit is believed, as many as one hundred cubic yards per day to
ated.
the old appropriation an unexpended balance remained on hand
st of September of $46,645 93.
portion of the new appropriation has yet been drawn out of the
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LAKE SURVEYS.

The past. winter was occupied in executing the charts upon the
scale, of portion of the north shore of Lake Michigan, and of the
and .other islands in that vicinity, as well as the work upon
Superior at Ontonagon, Eagle river, Eagle harbor, and Agate h
and of the St. Mary's river above the Sault Ste. Marie. The lati
Ontonagon, and the latitude and longitude of Eagle harbor, were
completed from the observations taken at those points.
Outline charts of Lakes Huron and Superior from the best auth
were also drawn for the use of the survey; these are of great value
the further prosecution of the field work.
A map of the island of Mackinac, showing the lines of seu1ara,tu
between the United States government lands and private claims
that island, was also drawn and placed on file in this bureau.
During the season of field operations a large triangulation
was erected on the heights of the north coast of Lake Huron, and
lines of view opened from it to four other stations for the pur
connecting the St. Mary's river surveys with those in the
Mackinac. The survey of Saginaw bay was also begun and
progress made with it as follows: a complete reconnaissance of its
was made, and four of the largest sized triangulation stations
thereon. Minute topographical and hydrographical surveys
the following portions of the same: commenceing about six
north of the Sable river, and working up the coast towards S
thirty-two miles, so as to include the fine harbor of Ottawa bay.
The survey was also completed in the same manner from the
of the bay around to the west and north as far as Putato river,
bracing some thirty-four miles of coast. In this section of the
there was also made with great minuteness a survey of the
Saginaw river, and of the bar in front of it, of which a chart has
made and transmitted to the Topographical bureau, together
plan and estimate for improving the entrance to that important
The details of hydrography and topography were also
for a circuit of upwards of three miles in every direction aro
Charity islands and along the southeast coast_of Saginaw bay in the
vicinity, where a base line was also selected and cleared prepa;
to its use for the general triangulation of the bay. This section
the survey includes the examination of several dangerous reefs,
develops an important channel between the Charity islands and
main land southeast of them. In the latter part of the season a
force was engaged in a thorough and minute hydrographic survey
the various channels at the delta of the St. Clair, and of the o
tivns to the same. This portion of the lake survey, like that at
head of Saginaw bay will afford exact information touching the
provem~nt of an important channel of commerce, and at the
time, by comparing the results with those obtained in the ori
survey upon which the estimates were based, will give an insight
the important question of the stability of such an improvement.
In prosecuting these varied surveys during the past season,
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soundings, a greater number than has been made
any previous season.
MILITARY ROADS IN MINNESOTA TERRITORY.

The number of roads for which appropriations have been made are
, to wit:
1. From Point Douglass to the mouth of St. Louis river.
2. From Point Douglass to Fort Ripley.
3. From Mendota to Wabashaw.
4. From Mendota to mouth of Big Sioux river.
5. From the Falls of St. Anthony to Fort Ridgely.
6. From Fort Ripley, via Crow Wing river, to the main road leadto the Red river of the North .
. From the mouth of Swan river to the Winnebago agency at
ROAD FROM POINT DOUGLASS TO THE MOUTH OF ST. LOUIS RIVER.

This road, when completed, will be one hundred and eighty-one
in length, and is considered the most important in that section
the Territory. About one hundred and ten miles are now finished,
· g seventy-one miles still to be made, including one large and
ber of small bridges, as well as culverts, to complete the road.
appropriation, with the exception of a small balance, (less than
hundred dollars,) is now exhausted.
ROAD FROM POINT DOUGLASS TO FORT RIPLEY.
I

This road is now available for travel throughout its entire length,
hundred and forty-six miles,) with the exception of about seven
, five of which the United States were prevented from locating
refusal of certain persons to allow it to pass through their
difficulty is now removed by act of the legislature.
ROAD FROM MENDOTA TO THE MOUTH OF BIG SIOUX RIVER.

This road extends from Mendota opposite Fort Snelling, southwardly
Minnesota and Iowa, to the mouth of Big Sioux river, a dis279 miles; 94 miles, including two expensive bridges, are now
,.nJ;tletEm ; there remain 185 miles, for which the necessary means is
provided, consequently requiring a further appropriation.
ROAD FROM THE FALLS OF ST. ANTHONY TO FORT RIDGELY.

T.he law appropriating for this road reads as follows:

"For cutout the timber on the territorial road from the falls of St. Anto Fort Ridgely, five thousand dollars.'' An act of the terrilegislature required the road to be located by certain commisand that it commence at Minneapolis, at the falls of St . .A.nol. ii--24
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thony, and extend by nearest and most practicable route via
shore of Lake ~1innitonka, to Fort Ridgely. On the lOth s--L---L--·1856, the officer in charge reported for the first time that the co
sioners were locating the road. Work will be commenced,
unforeseen obstacles are interposed, the ensuing season.
It is already foreseen that the sum of $5,000 will not make the
ROAD FROM FORT RIPLEY, VIA CROW WING RIVER, TO THE MAIN ROAD
TO THE RED RIVER OF THE NORTH.

.uu.a.uu•v:•

The act of Congress appropriating ten thousand dollars for
road reads : · '' For cutting out the timber on the road from Fort
ley,'' &c.
On an examination of the road, it was found to be a tortuous
accidentally cut out by a party of emigrants who had taken ad·1mnt~~.~MJ.
of every natural opening in the wood to avoid work. Under
circumstances, it was deemed advisable by the honorable i:Sec~ret;arv
War to suspend the application of the money until such a
cation of the law was obtained as would admit of the app"""n'''"t'"•
being applied on the best and most direct route. This rnv,._,,.._.."'M"'IIII
of the law has not yet been made, consequently the appropriation
mains unexpended.
rrhe engineer office in charge, Captain Thorn, in speaking of
importance of this road, says : "The establishment of new ·
posts on the Red river of the North, the great and increasing
with Pembina and the Selkirk settlement, and the rapid progress
other settlements in that direction, render this one of the most·
ant roads in the Territory to be constructed.
ROAD FROM SWAN RIVER TO LONG PRAIRIE

This road extends from the mouth of Swan river to the old W'
nebago agency at Long prairie, a distance of 28 miles, and has
completed during the past season.
ROADS IN KANZAS AND NEBRASKA.

In 1854 Congress appropriated for three roads in those 'l'cn·,..it,"";
as follows:
"For the eonstruction of a road from Fort Riley to such point on
Arkansas river as may, in the opinion of the Secretary of War,
most expedient for military purposes,1 fifty thousand dollars. 11
This route was surveyed during the summer of 1855, and a
and good route found for the road. The engineer officer's report
made the following winter, and the work put under contract.
total length will be 360 miles. The road runs generally through
open prairie country slightly undulating, crossing streams at
from each other conveniet.lt for a day's march, where both grass
fuel can be obtained, and when the main streams are bridged will
passable the entire year. But little work beyond bridging wiij
required, and this, added to expense of survey, will about exhaust
appropriation.
The officer in charge reports that the bridges have been vv .... ,... ..."'~
inspected, and received.
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For the construction of a road from Fort Riley to Bridger's pass,
Rocky mountains, fifty thousand dollars."
survey of this road was commenced this season. A strong
was required to protect the working party from the Indians;
".................·........ tions have been successfully completed along two routes
from Bridger's pass, and the party have returned to St. Louis.
has yet been made.
r the construction of a territorial road from a point on the Misriver, (opposite the city of Council Bluffs,) in the Territory of
, to New Fort Kearny, jn said Territory, fifty thousand

"
The survey for this road was commenced in June last by Captain
H. Dickerson, U. S. A. His report and estimates have been
· , and the road put under contract. There are seven bridges
be built, with lengths varying from fifty to two hundred feet, which,
finished, and the proper approaches made, will render the road
at all seasons, except during heavy freshets in the Platte,
the water backs up from the river into various sloughs, with
it connects, rendering them boggy and impracticable for loaded
FROM THE GREAT FALLS OF THE MISSOURI RIVER, IN THE TERRITORY OF
mRASKA, TO INTERSECT THE MILITARY ROAD NOW ESTABLISHED LEADING
WALLA-WALLA TO PUGET SOUND.

act of Congress, dated February 6, 1855, there was appropriated
· road the sum of thirty thousand dollars.
attempt' has been made during the past season to make a survey
route, the hostile attitude of the various Indian tribes through
it would pass not admitting of it.
soon as it can be done with safety, the proper steps will be taken
reference to it.
From the smallness of the sum appropriated, little Inore than an
ination of the route can be accomplished by it.
MILITARY ROADS IN WASHINGTON AND OREGON TERRITORIES.

the acts of 6th and 17th February, 1855, appropriations were
, as follows:
the construction of a military road from Astoria to
Salem.................................................................... $30,000
the construction of a military road from the Dalles of
Columbia to Columbia City barracks....................... 25,000
the construction of a military road from Va!lcouver to
Fort Steilacoom....................................... ................ 30,000
ROAD FROM ASTORIA TO SALEM.

The entire length of road between the two places is one hundred
thirteen miles; but along fifty-three miles of this distance, from
· plains to Salem, a settlement road already exists, leaving but
miles for the appropriation to be applied to.

372

REPORT OF THE

The character of the country along these sixty miles is unfa
being rugged, covered with a forest growth believed to be heavy
±~r that country, and an undergrowth of bushes matted together
VInes.
The road was commenced by contract about the 1st of April
and subsequently by the officer in person having charge of it,
contract having been disapproved.
It is believed that the utmost economy has been exercised,
proper exertions made, to accomplish the greatest amount of
yet only about twenty miles of road, of a low standard, n'1CllidtD
ne bridge, has been finished, and the appropriation may be re
· s exhausted.
:MILITARY ROAD FROM THE DALLES OF THE
BARRACKS.

The distance between these two points is about ninety-five
J.nd the present trail connecting them, starting from Vancouver,
on the north side of the Columbia river as far as the Cascades, a
tance of forty-five miles, where it connects with the "Portage,"
fifteen miles above the Cascades, at Wind mountain. This
m·osses the river, and thence, by a circuitous and rugged route,
to the Dalles, on the southern bank of the river.
The difficulties of this trail are occasioned by the necessity of
ing the high, rugged) and rocky range of the Cascade moun
:vhich are struck by the trail on the northern bank, about fifteen
below the Cascades, and left by it some thirty miles above the
eade on the southern bank.
It became evident, after the slightest examination of this route,
a road between the two points named was impracticable, except at
enormous cost.
The usual route of travel is from Columbia City barracks by
boat to the Cascades, thence by the "Portage" road (five miles)
the upper landing) thence by steamboat again to the Dalles.
It was considered that the intention of the appropriation would
be carried into effect in the following way, viz: that inasmuch as
· 'Portage'' road was common both to the trn.il and the river
and the small appropriation made would, in any event, make a
ticable road for a short distance only on the route between the
points, it would be better to make the Portage road practicable,
expend any balance there might be in improving the trail.
The Portage road was practicable, although very bad in good
·ons, except for a mile and three-eighths of it, along which a pri
company had built a wooden trainway three feet wide, and over
they transported freights of various kinds at high rates.
This method of applying the appropriation having been
by the honorable Secretary of War, instructions were ,..,..,..,.._,., .... ~•·
jssued, and a road wide enough for two wagons to pass has
nearly opened and properly graded between the upper a,nd l
landings. In consequence of the Indian troubles that have ex·
these Territories during the last year, labor and provisions have
tnusually high, and the former difficult to be obtained. The cost
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work thus far has exceeded somewhat the original estimate ;
the approved plan, which contemplated. the planking of such
as from the nature of the soils would become comparatively im•Jrac1~Icable during the severe rainy seasoris, cannot be entirely carried
with the present balance on hand.
MILITARY ROAD FROM VANCOUVER TO STEILACOOM.

This road has not yet been commenced ; a portion of it was relolast summer, a . better route having been found after further
· ation.
Proposals for its construction were to be opened on the 15th of last

h.
Respectfully submitted.

J. J. ABERT,
Colonel Corps Topographical Engineers

Ron.

D A vrs,
Secretary of War.

JEFFERSON

No. 14.
REPORT OF THE COLONEL OF ORDNANCE.
ORDNANCE OFFICE,

Washington, Novernber 11, 1856.
Srn: The following report of the principal operations of the OrdDepartment during the last fiscal year, with such remarks .
llll!!!:eln.·wns, and recommendations as are deemed appropriate to the
e subjects mentioned in it, is respectfully submitted:
FUNDS.

t undrawn from the treasury July I, 1855
hands of disbursing officers, same date
nt of appropriations.for the fiscal year 1855-'56
during the year for damages to arms, and
from other sources

$413,174 21
259,727 98
1,360,553 48
29,026 56
2,062,482 23

t of expenditures during the year
hands of disbursing officers, June 30, 1856
~m:!11'm'mg in the treasury undrawn, June 30, 1856

1,420,077 63
93,161 33
549,253 27
2,062,482 23

The amount expended during the year from each appropriation will
stated under the appropriate heads as they occur hereafter. The
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disbursing officers of the department have been regular in the
tion of their accounts with the proper vouchers, which have
promptly examined and transmitted to the accounting officers of
Treasury for settlement. I have but one failure to report in
respect, which is that of a military storekeeper in California,
liabilities are very small. His delinquency was made the subject
special inquiry by the senior ordnance officer in that
which resulted in finding palliating 'circumstances in reference to
past, with assurances of greater attention and regularity hereafter.
The estimates for the next year have been carefully prepared,
are believed to include nothing which is not requisite for carrying
the regular operations of the department, during that time, juai·.cl'.om.lrJIII
and economicall,y. The remarks annexed to each item are rete~rrellt• l
to for more full explanation in regard to each.
ARMAMENT OF FORTIFICATIONS.

There has been expended from this appropriation, during the
year, the sum of $164,967 09, and the principal articles
by purchase and fabrication during the same time have been as
lows, viz:
24 ten-inch columbiads.
63 eight-inch columbiads.
70 forty-two-pounder guns.
1 eighteen-pounder gun.
1 eight-inch howitzer.
30 twenty-four-pounder coehorns.
10 eight-inch columbiad barbette carriages.
20 forty-two-pounder casemate carriages.
8 thirty-two-pounder bar bette carriages.
10 forty-two-pounder upper barbette carriages.
3 thirty-two-pounder barbette chasses.
4 mortar beds.
11 furnaces for hot shot.
1,006 ten and eight inch shot.
r 7',678 forty-twc-pounder shot
10,331 ten and eight inch shells.
220 thirty-two-pounder shells.
165 thirty-two-pounder spherical case shot.
525 stands of ammunition for siege and garrison service.
The armaments of the forts have been also repaired and kept
order, and they have been supplied during the year with 75 h
sea-coast and garrison guns, anq with 20,677 shot and shells.
plan which has been adopted, of providing the armament for
forts gradually, is a good one; but the means which have been ann
appropriated to effect this object are so small as to render progress
the work entirely too slow. At the rate of appropriations for
years past, it will require some forty years to provide a
armament for the forts under construction and authorized to be
structed. To supply the entire armament which all these forts
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to mount when completed, will require about 2,300 pieces of
and 3,000 gun-carriages, in addition to those on hand at the
and arsenals; the cost of which, with the implements and equiprequisite for their use, will be about three millions of dollars.
f ~o~•u.ta.'uv that to furnish each piece of ordnance at all the forts with
dred rounds of ammunition will require, in addition to the
on hand, about 4,250,000 pounds of cannon powder, and
,000 projectiles of different kinds and calibres, the cost of which
will be somewhat less than two millions of dollars. From this will
lie seen at once the propriety of a more rapid progress in .vreparing
armament and procuring the supplies than the plan heretofore
pursued, of providing them gradually by small annual appropriations,
till permit. The proper measures to be taken to place the forts, as
respects their armaments, within a reasonable time in a proper condition to repel attacks are: to appropriate more liberally for the
armament of fortifications, and for increasing the capacity of t)le
for storing timber or other 1naterial for gun-carriages, and
· ting these carriages with their implements and equipments,
also to establish a national manufactory of cannon and projectiles.
There is another measure which should be adopted for the preserl&tion of the armament, and without which it will, if sent to the
forts, soon become unserviceable. That is, the erection at each fort
of a sufficient storehouse for the gun-carriages it will require for its
armament, with their implements and equipments, to be used solely
for that purpose. Most of our forts are usually without garrisons,
at such the armament cannot receive the constant care and attennecessary for its preservation, if mounted. The carriages and
ents, unless properly stored and protected from the effects of
and of the dampness of casemates, will soon warp or moulder
decay, and may be found unserviceabl~ on an emergency requiring
use. Besides the disastrous consequences that may thus result,
erection of proper storehouses for the preservation of the caniages,
· 'ng, as they do, considerable time, and a large outlay for their
'lnn, is a measure of economy. The difficulty of keeping
carriages in a serviceable condition at ungarrisoned posts has
to inquiry as to the propriety of making them of iron. It must,
, be determined by actual experiment; and if that be success' the iron carriages, although they do not absolutely require such
· g, will be better preserved by it; while the implements and
¥\IU.1JJU.lvuts, which are very numerous for the complete service of a
batteries, must be shelter(!d. The reports of experiments inted and carried out by this department, with a view to improve
quality of cast-iron cannon, and to apply tests of strength and
urance more reliable than the mere powder proof, have been pubduring the year. It is believed that they contain much reliable
ation, interesting and useful to all who are engaged in iron
llalnutact;ories, and particularly to cannon-founders. The information
acquired could be much more advantageously used for the inof the government at a national foundry, which would also
means and facilities for further investigations and improvein this respect.
lllnin:rTlf'T..

376

REPORT OF THE

ORDNANCE, ORDNANCE STORES AND SUPPLIES.

The expenditures during the fiscal year from this approp ·
amount to $215,426 71, and the principal articles procured by
chase and by fabrication at the arsenals are as follows, viz:
1 thirty-two-pounder bronze howitzer.
166 field carriages, caiHsons and travelling forges.
3,859 sets of infantry accoutrements.
1,02'r_sets of rifle accoutrements.
2,366 sword bayonets and scabbards.
300 sword shoulder-belts.
5,138 pistol eartridge-boxes and pouches.
5,279 sabre-belts for cavalry and horse artillery.
300 foot artillery sword-belts.
6,017 carbine-slings.
3, 779 carbine swivels.
4,225 sabre-knots.
3,381 belt holsters.
2,616 sets of horse equipments.
1,000 twelve-pounder shells.
4,544 pounds of canister shot, different calibres.
5, 728 rounds of fixed ammunition for field artillery.
3,227,400 cartridges for small arms.
5. 7~9,500 percussion caps.
267,221 friction primers.
I, 150,000 Maynard's primers.
1,500 Jocks and breech pins.
The arms, equipments, ammunition, and other ordnance s
which have been issued for the United States service during the
are specified in statement C, hereto annexed.
The reports which have been received, of the relative merits of
different kinds of horse equipments which have been tried in
mounted service, indicate the necessity of extensive mod'
·
all the patterns which have been devised for the purpose before
ing a model. The attention of the department is given to this
ject, and it will avail itself of the practical experience of officers of
mounted regiments, as well as of its own resources, for devising
best model, and for fabricating, according to it, of the best rna ·
A reduction of weight, as well as of cost, in these equipments
points ofprimary importance, which, it is thought, may be a ·
to a great degree, and which will be specially considered. The
tical test of breech-loading arms, undertaken to ascertain the r
merits of the various arms of this description, and their fitnE:lss or
fitness for military service, has made but slow progress, and
reached as yet no definite result. This is owing to the failure of
inventors and patentees to deliver the arms ordered for trial at as
a time as was agreed upon, and some of them have not yet been
ceived. The trials cannot be completed, nor can the question of
relative effectiveness and fitness of these arms for military use be
mined, and the "oest breech-loading rifle" be ascertained, until
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have been delivered and put in service a sufficient length of time
w of thorough practical tests. The alteration of flint-lock
of the model of 1822 to self-priming rifled muskets has been earon as fast as the parts supplied for the purpose would permit.
of these arms have been put in the hands of the regular troops
trial. The results so far as reported are favorable, and there
to be no room for doubt that all serviceable flint-lock muskets
by rifling and percussioning, be converted into good and efficient
range arms, such as are commonly called " Minie rifles."
NATIONAL ARMORIES.

expenditures at the armories during the :fiscal year have been
s, viz:
Harper's Ferry
armory.

Springfield
armory.

Total.

of arms, appendages, tools,
purchase of materials for the

------------------------improvements, and new

$123,376 01

$139,872 68

$263,248 69

, including buildings, &c._

39,858 00

141,757 51

181,615 51

163,234 01

281,630 19

444,864 20

work done at these establishments is stated in detail in the
, hereto annexed, of their respective superintendents. It has
applied chiefly to the completion and perfecting of model rifled
"ming arms with accurate gauges to insure the entire uniformity
of their parts. The armories have also been engaged in riand sighting for long ranges, the smooth-bored arms of former
and in preparing the requisite tools, machinery, and :fixtures
fabrication of the new model, of which many of the compohave also been forged. It is expected that finished arms of
model will be delivered in January next, after which the work
be carried on at the rate of one thousand per month at each
last report I stated that experiments had been made at the
d armory which had resulted in the adoption of an entire
of models for small arms, and a mode of altering all the old
on hand at our armories and arsenals. The great care necesto secure perfect uniformity and accuracy in the construction of
models and gauges for the new rifle-musket delayed their compleuntillast spring. During the process of their construction, the
who had been placed in charge of it made extended trials with
IICnneilS of the new arms, the results of which confirm the favorable
of their merits which led to their adoption for the service.
trials have also been made with the old altered muskets, not
at the armories and arsenals, but in the hands of the troops_,
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which show a range, accuracy, and force of penetration for this
not inferior to any other military weapon intended for the
infantry. The fire of three round balls of a size sufficiently
to allow them to be dropped into their places without the use of
ramrod has been found to afford the means of throwing a large
ber of projectiles at a distance of 200 yards with accuracy,
and force, and without injury to the rifle barrel. Against
cavalry the effect of this species of fire may be increased to 250
yards. Experiments have also been made which show that the
and accura.cy of the pistol-carbine may be increased by increasin
length of its barrel from ten to twelve inches, and that, too, ·
rendering it inconvenient to handle as a common holster pistol.
is effective, both in force and accuracy, at 500 yards. A num
these arms have been made at the Springfield armory, and are
ready for issue to the mounted troops, with the expectation that
utility for this branch of the service will be verified by actual
in the field. A report of all the important experiments which
been made by this department since 1852, touching ,·,'YlY\.l'nlronlon·t•
small arms, has been prepared and published by your auth ·
is now being distributed for the information of the army and
ARMING AND EQUIPPING THE MILITIA.

The expenditures from this appropriation for the fiscal year
to $144,842 59. The principal articles procured, on this <AIVV'"'-'UU,.,
purchase and by fabrication at the arsenals, were as follows, viz:
14 field carriages.
1,100 percusssion-rifies.
316 Colt's pistols.
2,000 cavalry sabres.
1,000 horse artillery sabres.
750 non-commissioned officers' swords.
500 musicians' swords.
33 sword bayonets for musketoons.
9,932 infantry cartridge-bofes.
6,203 infantry cartridge-box belts.
7,942 bayonet scabbards and frogs.
8,639 gun slings.
12,160 waist belts.
4)185 cap pouches.
1,050 rifle cartridge-boxes.
1,351 rifle pouches.
1,250 rifle pouch belts.
548 rifle sword-bayonet scabbards.
1,924 carbine and pistol cartridge boxes.
2,300 sabre belts for cavalry and horse artillery.
480 sabre knots.
2,527 pairs of holsters.
450 sword shoulder belts.
The apportionment of arms to the several States and Terri
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the supplies furnished to the militia during the year, on requ1s1of their governors, are shown in the statements A and B, hereto
exed.
The States and Territories probably have in their possession a large
ber of flint-lock arms,. which they have received from time to
e from the general government, under the law for arming and
'pping the whole body of the militia of the United States. Most of
e arms are susceptible of alteration to rifled long-range arms, with
cussion locks, at an expense of about three dollars each, whereby
y will be converted into as effective arms as are to be found in any
ice. 'rhe work necessary to effect the alteration can be done by
e government at its arsenals and armories much better, and more unily and cheaply, than it is possible for the States to do it. Indeed,
is doubtful if they could do it at all, save at a cost greater than the
ue of the arms when altered, as each would have to incur expenses
the requisite preparations, which would suffice for the alteration of
whole.
,
The work on the armory for the militia of the District of Columbia
been carried on during the year, and everything promises its
dy erection, according to the terms of the contract, of materials of
best description, put together in a workmanlike manner. The
'lding will then require some interior furnishing and fixtures, such
gun-racks and accoutrement presst>s, which, with painting, grading,
'ning, and enclosing the lot, and everything req nisite to make it
'table for immediate use, will cost, according to a detailed estimate
ich hat-J been prepared, seven thousand eight hundred and twenty
n dollars.
BB

ARSENALS AND DEPOTS.

The number of arsenals and depots which have been in use during
year is twenty-four, including the depots in Texas, in New 1\fexico,
din Washington Territory. These last, which are. only temporary
edients for storing and sheltering the supplies necessary to be kept
those quarters, are to be replaced by small arsenals of deposite,
th suitable permanent buildings for storage, and shops for slight
airs, for which appropriations were made at. the last session. It
not been possible to commence the erection of any of these buildgs sin~e the appropriation was made, nor can anything be done tords the construction of the arsenals until valid titles to the sites are
tained. The requisite preliminary measures for this purpose have
n taken. The expenditures from the appropriation for arsenals dug the fiscal year amounted to $45,493 77, which sum was applied to
pairs and preservation of public buildings, fences, wharves, &c., the
tion of new and additions to old buildings, and all improvements
a permanent character. The reports of the commanding officers of
Renals, hereto appended, exhibit in detail the work thus done, and
e other principal operations at each. The estimates under this head
r the next year state in detail the objects it is intended to effect.
ey contemplate additional buildings and other facilities for doing
rk at the larger arsenals only, confining those at the arsenals of
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deposite to the necessary repairs for keeping them in good order.
greater part of the estimate is for the erection of storehouses
workshops at the Benicia arsenal, the only arsenal on the
coast where it is contemplated to provide means for fabrication.
I deem it proper to repeat the recommendation in my last
report, of an increase of the compensation of military storeke
ordnance, and of the master armorers and clerks at the national
ries. 'rhese persons all receive now the salaries fixed by the
August 23, 1842, at that time scarcely adequate to their
Considering the advance since then in the cost of living, and
rates of compensation for services of all public employes, (
those in the services pertaining to the military departments of
government,) they are underpaid, and an increase of twenty-five
thirty per r.ent. would not give them now more than a fair con1petltl
tion for what the government requires and receives from them.
In every report I have made since the passage of the act of A
4, 1854, to increase the pay of the rank and file of the army, I
called attention to the exclusion of the enlisted men of ordnance
the benefits conferred on all other enlisted men of the army by
act. This exclusion, although manifestly not the intention of
law, results from its phraseology; the terms "non-commissioned
cers, musicians, and privates," used in the law, being con
to apply to ordnance men, who are enlisted and mustered as la
artificers, armorers, and blacksmiths. It is evidently unjust,
there is no conceivable good ground for making this discri ·
between the. soldiers of ordnance and those of other corps of the
The attention of Congress has been called to the matter by you,
an explanatory act recommended, extending the increase of pay
by the act of 1854. to the enlisted men of ordnance, as well as the
soldiers of the army. I trust that such an act will soon be passed.
H. K. CRAIG,
Colonel of 11"rf11nlflJ\Il.,
Hon. JEFFERSON D.Avrs,
Secretary of War.
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A.
ortionment of arms for the year 1856, under the law of 1808, for
arming and equipping the whole body of the militia, as amended by
the seventh section of the act approved lYiarch 3, 1855, and the regutions established in conformity thereto.

States and Territories.

we-------------------------------------------------------Hampshire .. _... __ . __________________ ... _... ___ ... __ ..... .
chusetts . __ . ________ - __ .. --- ___ .. ___ .. _. __ .-- .... -------eont·----------------------------------------------·-----Island.. ___ . ____ . ______ . ______ . ________________________ _
ecticut . ______ .. __ . ___________ . ________________________ ...

w York·----------------------------------------- ·-------Jersey .... ------~-----------~---------------------------nsy1vania .. _....... __ . _.. _... ______ .. ___ . ____ . __ . _.. ____ . ~ .

8
5
!3
5
4

6
35
7

27

Wbre·---------------------------------------------------land .. _. _.. __ ... _... _.. ___ . _.... _... _____ .. _... _. _.. _...

3
8

·h iaCarolina
... --------------------------------------------------__ ._. __ . ____ . ____ . ____ • ___ .. ______________ .. _. __
th Carolina .. ____ . _________________________________________ _

15
10

essee _.. _.... _......... ___ . __________ . _. ___________ . __ .. .
tucky ---------------------------------------------------'o .. -------- -. --------------------- .. ------------.----------igan . _.. _. _........ _....... _. _.. _____ . _____ • ___ . _... ____ .
na·------------------------------------------------------

0~-------------------------------------------------------

365
228
594:
228
183
274
1,599
319
1,233
137
365
686
457

8

365

10

457

3
9
6
7

411
274:

12
12
23

548
548

6

13
11
5
9

137
319

1,051
274
594
502
228
411

ew Mexico Terri tory .. ____ . _. _____ . ___ ........ _..... _. __ . ___________ _
· trict of Columbia . _ .. __ . _. ______ .. __ . _. _...... _. _. _. _.. ___________ _

183
183
183
183
137
137
137
137
137
137
137
137

i.. ------f

14, 615

4
4

·------------------------------------------------------44
'furrua.____________________________________________________
'nnesota Terri tory ... _______________________________________________ _

::~~~~:f:~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~==~=:=:;=;-!-!!!!~1 ~;;;;;;;
To tal __________________ .. ______ - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

o Apportionment according to the regulation established under authority of the 7th
'on of the act of March 3, 1855.
H. K. CRAIG, Col<mel of Ordnance.
01mNA.~CE OFFICI:, Washington, November 11, 1856.
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B.

'gtatement of the ordnance and ordnance 8tores distributed to the
from the 1st tluly, 1855, to the 30th June, 1856, under the
1808, as amended by the seventh section of the act approved
3, 1855.

15 six-pounder bronze guns.
6 twelve-pounder bronze howitzers.
16 carriages for field artillery, with implements and
ments.
13 caissons, with tools and spare parts.
28 sets of artillery harneBs for two wheel,-horses.
27 sets of artillery harness for two lead-horses.
17,749 muskets and appendages.
225 cadets' muskets and appendages.
2,887 percussion-rifles and appendages.
2 Hall's rifles and appendages.
50 long-range rifles and appendages.
430 artillery musketoons and appendages.
100 cavalrv musketoons and appendages.
150 sappers' musketoons and appendages.
410 percussion-pistols and appendages.
814 Colt's pistols and appendages.
1,134 cavalry sabres.
101 artillery sabres.
38 cadets' swords.
12 foot officers' swords.
520 artillery swords.
331 non-co~missioned officers' swords.
9,292 sets of accoutrements for infantry, riflemen) and cavalry,
200 cartridge-boxes for infantry and riflemen.
500 infantry cartridge-box belts.
1, 700 infantry waist belts .
60 waist belts for sword bayonets for musketoons.
1,890 cap pouches and picks.
104 holsters and caps.
100 belt holsters.
140 copper powder-flasks.
1, 738 bayonet scabbards.
148 sabre knots.
600 shoulder belt-plates.
812 sword belts for non-commissioned officers and artillery.
478 belts for cavalry and artillery.
7 cannon locks.
4 rifle bullet-moulds.
4,500 friction primers.
25,000 cannon percussion-primers.
,278,000 percussion caps.
62,900 cartridges for small-arms.
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100 pounds rifle powder.
300 rifle balls.
80 cones.
2 ra.mmers and sponges.
' v""'"~,.n~'v""" OFFICE,

H. K. CRAIG,
Colonel of Ordnance.
Washington, November 11, 1856.

c.
and ordnanee stores issued to the arrny and to the several
military posts for the year ending June 30, 1856.
13 10-inch columbiads.
46 8-inch columbiads.
10 42-pounder guns.
6 24-pounder guns.
4 12-pounder bronze guns.
8 6-pounder bronze guns.
2 32-pounder bronze howitzers.
9 12-pounder howitzers.
6 mountain howitzers.
3 10-inch columbiad barbette carriages.
10 8-inch columhiad barbette carriages.
6 24-pounder bar bette carriages.
16 8-inch S. C. howitzer barbette carriages.
10 42-pounder casemate carriages.
4 12-pounder carriages.
· 8 6-pounder carriages.
2 32-pounder howitzer carriages.
7 12-pounder howitzer carriages.
12 mountain howitzer carriages.
2 prairie carriages.
31 casemate upper carriages.
18 caissons.
11 travelling and portable forges.
3 battery wagons.
260 10-inch snot.
622 R-inch shot.
950 42-pounder shot.
670 24-pounder shot.
200 6-pounder shot.
940 10 inch shells.
,235 8-inch shells.
000 spherical caBe shot of different calibres.
820 stands of ammunition for siege and. garrison service
2,570 stands of ammunition for field service.
2,942 percussion-muskets and appendages.
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1,887 riflles and appendages.
470 cavalry musketoons and appendages.
1,360 Hall's carbines and appendages.
571 Sharps' carbines and appendages.
1,465 Colt's pistols and appendages.
950 percussion-pistols and appendages.
2,646 cavalry sabres.
4 horse artillery sabres.
151 non-commissioned officers' swords.
123 musicians' swords.
114 artillery swords.
2,609 sets of infantry accoutrements.
862 sets of rifle accoutrements.
2,385 sets of cavalry accoutrements.
4,500 sets of horse equipments.
641,930 cartridges for small arms.
5,800 pounds of gunpowder.

H. K. CRAIG,
ORDNANCE OFFICE,

Colonel of Ordnance.
Washington, November 11, 1856.

Statement of the principal operations at the armories and a'rsenals
the year ended June 30, 1856.
t
SPRINGFIELD ARMORY,
JAMES S. WHITNEY, SUPERINTENDENT.

rrhe operations at this armory during the year have
lows:
The Secretary of War having sanctioned a plan for extensive
provements at this armory, and having, through the Ordnance
·ment, perfected and adopted new models for rifle-muskets and
tho operations during the year have been unusually complicated
important. The principa~ of these are in brief as follows:
FABRICATED.

Model arms.

3 rifle-muskets, Maynard primers, model 1855.
3 rifle-pistol carbines, Maynard primers, model 1855, nearly
plete.
6 rifle-musket barrels, model 1855.
1 rifle-musket ramrod,
do.
3 screw-drivers,
do.
3 wipers,
do.
3 ball-screws,
do.
i tompion,
do.
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2 rear-sights, ranged from 100 to 1,000 yards, model 1842.
1 percussion-pistol, alter~d to rifle-pistol carbine, model 1855.

Musketoons.-Model 1842.
artillery musketoons.
sappers' musk~toons.

Rijle-carbines.-Cavalry.
cavalry rifle-carbines, percussion.

Rifle-pistol carbines.
1,003 rifle-pistol carbines, model 1855. An entirely new arm, with
inch barrel and false butt. Components for 3)000 more of these
s, with appendages for the same, are in an advanced state of pro-

as.
Appendages.
83 wipers, rifl.e~musket, model 1855.
14 wipers, musket, model 1842.
00 screw-drivers, rifle-musket, model 1855.
14 screw-drivers, musket, model 1842.
7 ball-screws, rifle-musket, model 1855.
72 spring-vices, musket, model 1842.
60 arm-chests.
19 packing boxes.

Musket.-Model 1842.
1 percussion-muskets, rifled and sighted with long range sights,
graduated from 100 to 1,000 yards.
08 rear;-sights for altered muskets.
A large number of components of arms have been completed to close
the manufacture of the model of 1842.

Rifle-musket.-Model1855.
,513 guard-plates, forged.
,511 guard-bows, forged.
,974 swivels, forged.
,059 cones, forged.
,493 barrels, forged.
101 middle bands, forged.
,721 middle-band swivels, forged.
48 lower bands, forged.
,926 band-springs, forged.
,021 ramrods, forged.
,177 bayonets, forged.
Vol. ii--25
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buildings have been removed. The work done on these,·,nn'•"w.MMii!
comprises chieflyAlso a large number of components in progress, with alll:>encL&~
for the new model rifle-musket.
Components of muskets.-Model1842.

A large number of parts of muskets of the model of 1842,
other arms of the same model, have been fabricated and issued to
posts during the year.
Tools.

2,571 for the current service have been fabricated.
Model gauges and tools.

7 gauges for altering muskets, model 1842, to :Maynard
1 mandril, model 1842.
2 reamers, model 1842.
196 gauges for new model rifle-musket, model 1855.
18 hand screw-drivers for new model rifle-musket, model
130 gauges for rifle-pistol carbine in progress.
1,870 tools for rifle-pistol carbine in progess.
Machinery.

1 swedge drop-hammer for components of arms.
1 shaving machine.
1 sawing maehine, (lumber,) vertical saw.
6 rifling machines, (power,) partly completed.
4 rifling machines (ha,n d) for pistol carbines.
1 curving and bending machine for pistol carbines.
:Much time and labor have been expended upon machine
the new rifle-musket ; shop fixtures for operating machinery,
arbors, hangers, &c., preparing to enter advantageously
manufacture of the new model arms.
169,000 muskets in the arsenals have been cleaned and oiled
the year.
Ground.r;, &c.

The iron fence on the east side of Union square, reported
progress at the close of the last :fiscal year, has been completed
the wooden fence around the east square.
The armory grounds on the hill, having been substan1~IallJ
permanently improved in former years, have required but little
tion and labor to keep them in order during the year just closed.
New water shops.

To prepare for the construction of the new water shops,
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,000 cubic yards of earth excavated.
,500 cubic yards of rock cutting.
,277 perches (~5 feet each) of stone masonry ±6r retaining wall at
coal-house.
,947 perches stone masonry in race-way walls.
800 perches stone masonry in race-way wall arches.
:,875 perches stone masonry ia race laid in cement for arched bridge
over Mill river and race-way.
594 perches cement stone wall for foundations of coal-house.
,000 bricks laid in cement and mortar for arches, culverts, and
coal-house.
large amount of filling and grading has been done, and much
ains to be done.
he plans, estimates, and calculations for the completion of the shops
arrangements of machinery have been carefully revised, inspected,
approved, and the entire improvement is in vigorous prosecution.
HARPER'S FERRY ARMORY,
HENRY W. CLOWE SUPERINTENDENT.

e operations at this armory during the year consisted of the fol-

g:
Musket factory.-Arms and appendages fabricated.
,000 bright percussion-muskets altered, rifled and sighted.
600 bright percussion-muskets altered, rifled, sighted, and
browned.
~02 screw-drivers for percussion-muskets.
,246 wipers for percussion-muskets.
420 ball screws for percussion-muskets.
,273 cones (extra) for percussion-muskets.
35 ball moulds, expanding balls, brass, 69 calibre.
805 long range rear-sights for percussion-muskets.
82 flint-lock muskets, rifled, sighted, and arranged for Maynard
primer.
99 screw-drivers for flint-lock muskets.
1 ball mould for North's carbine, expanding ball.
,495 tools and assorted parts for rifle musket and rear-sights-part
finished, and part in various stages of manufacture.
,684 ball screws and cones for muskets altered.
,104 rear sights for percussion-rifles.
,111 tampions for rercussion-rifles.
367 ball moulds, brass, expanding balls for percussion-rifles.
179 sword bayonets for percussion-rifles.
,426 parts of sword bayonets, in various stages.
,302 pounds wrought iron blooms and billets, made from scraps.
,836 various parts, forged for rifle-musket, new rnodel.
,825 pounds iron rolled, for machinery and components.
,458 pounds brass, cast from scrap for components.
195 packing boxes.
32 wrought iron shapes for gun-carriage axles.
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Machinery fabricated and in progress.
2
1
5
1
1
2
3
1

machines for milling lock-screws, completed.
machine for slugging barrels,.completed.
machines for rifling barrels, completed.
heavy drop-hammer for forging components, com
machine for milling breech-screws and ramrods,
machines for milling screws and guard bows,
sets of tools for fabricating rear-sights, completed.
set of tools for altering flint-lock musket to Maynard
completed.
1 set of tools for altering musket barrels, completed.
1 set of tools for bullet-moulds, completed.
2 sets of verifying gauges for rifle-musket, in progress.
2 machines for rifling barrels, in progress.
4 machines for turning barrels, in progress.
Machinery for stocking muskets and polishing barrels, being
and in progress.
One power planer, ten feet in length, and one drilling
purchased and fitted up.
Many of the tools and machines for the rifle-musket have
rica ted anew, or altered and completed, and put in operation.
tools and machines for the same purpose are in a forward state
gress. Extensive ordinary repairs of machines, machinery,
been effected: preparatory to commencing operations on the new
rifle musket. Very considerable repairs have, also, been made
tools and machines for fabricating the long range rear-sight for
muskets, for ball moulds, and altering the percussion-m
facilities of the armory, in this last respect, are very great
eating a greatly increased number of the long range
for altering the present percussion-musket.
Thirty-one feet of main line, and thirty-eight of counter
with pulleys of cast iron, finished bright, of uniform size
quality, and the· most approved construction, have been
and put in operation on the first floor of the bell shop; and
eight feet of old counter shafting removed, as unfit for service.
Sixty-five feet of main line and sixty-nine and nine-twelfths
counter shafting, with cast iron pulleys, hangers, and white
journal seats, with pans for catching the oil from the journals, oil
cone pulleys, belt shifters, &c., all complete as above; and
eight feet of the old main line, and one hundred and twenty
four inches of the old counter shafting, removed as worn
unserviceable from the second floor of the bell shop.
11 feet counter shafting, fabricated and put in operation,
of machine-shop.
5 -l'! feet of counter shafting, for driving heavy drop-ha
the tilt-hammer shop, fabricated and put in operation, and the
mers set up and put in operation.
94 feet counter shafting and machinery on second floor of
mill so improved as to allow the removal of 115i2 feet of
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pulleys, fixtures, &c.) and simplify the machinery, economize
d belting, and reducing the friction equal to the amount re. ery and fixtures for drawing head gate, at rolling mill,
been completed, and also, for drawing head gates at the tiltshop and grinding mill. These are of cast iron, and of the
permanent and duraole construction.
large number of cutting, milling, drilling, planing, and rifling
·
have been set up, their positions changed, and put in operain various work-shops of the armory. Very considerable imts have been made on the stocking-table, and machinery
to it, and the main line of shafting therefor, in the stockingnearly all the work-shops, extensive repairs have been made to
the wear of machinery con~tantly in motion; also) of the tools,
, &c., such as vice-benches, anvil blocks, pipes for air and
, and pumps for supplying water to machines, tilt-hammers, &c.

Buildings.
new stock-house, reported as nearly completed last year, has
finished, and is. now occupied.
horse shed, occupying a position in the armory yard, near the
gate, has been removed to a more suitable site, on a lot outthe yard, on North Cliff street) and disconnected with the
and one of smaller dimensions, inside of the yard, under the
and Ohio railroad) has been put up.
portion of the floor in the carpenter's shop, which was discovered
very much decayed, has been removed, and new joists and floor
t repairs have been made to the work-shops generally, as well
· ngs. The armory yard has been filled and graded in some
, and some of the coal bins, under the railroad, have been
, and stone walls built to support the embankments.
iron roofs on the shops have all been painted, and the slate
, guttering, and spouting thoroughly repaired.

Greunds.
stone foundation of fence, for protecting and improving the
y, in length about 1,820 feet, has been completed. Nearly
brick piers have been built, the greater portion of the iron
and pickets put in, and about 1,100 feet of cut stone coping
the brick walls. About 4;300 cubic yards of filling has been
and deposited upon the yard, to raise it to a proper level.
post, rail, and picket fence has been made to enclose that
of the island above, and attached to the rifle factory grounds.
is of this fence about 100 panels.
wooden bridge across the canal has been weather-boarded and
frame covered to protect it from the weather.
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The date roofs of the shops at this factory have all been
and the iron roofs newly painted.
5,823 feet of dry wall, varying from o:r:te to six feet in height
from two to four feet in thickness, and 4~895 feet of coping, hare
built and set on the armory canal.
3,000 feet of excavation and filling made on the north and
bank of the canal.
All of the foregoing walling, fiUing, and excavation was n
to protect the banks of the canaffrom injury by floods, heavy
and other casualties.

Rifle factory.-Arms and appendages fabricated.
800 percussion-rifles, steel barrels, 58 calibre, altered
range.
250 percussion-rifles, steel barrels, 54 calibre, altered for
range.
1,000 percussion-rifles, steel barrels, 58 calibre, in a forward
alteration.
3, 942 appendages for percussion-rifles finished.
35,613 components for percussion-rifles finished.
9, 761 components for percussion-rifles in progress.
Many of the tools and machines for the model rifle have been
pleted and are ready for operation; other tools and machines
same purpose are in a state of progress, in addition to the
4 first-class cutting machines completed.
1 hand turning lathe completed.
1 milling machine for screw-drivers completed.
2 stocking machines thoroughly repaired.
2 rifling machines thoroughly repaired.
Two of the old water-wheels have been removed, and their
supplied by one undershot wheel, 10 feet in diameter and
wide, designed to perform the service lately performed by the
ones. This wheel is of wood, with cast-iron shaft, flanches
irons and pillow blocks, secured with wrought-iron bolts and
It has two master wheels of cast iron, 10-feet diameter and
face. The wh0le is supported by two cut-stone head blocks 12
long, 5! feet wide, and 6 feet high, cemented. The penstock
cast-iron frame, 21 feet long, 3 feet wide, and 3 feet high, the
ing secured by bolts and nuts, with cast-iron gates, racks,
&c., the whole resting on a solid stone bed or wall, grou
cemented. This wheel drives the machinery in the new :fi
shop, and very considerable improvements have been made 1
main driving drums, shafts, pillow and head blocks of the same
40l~ feet of counter shafting and machinery in the east end of
shop have been so improved and altered as to dispense with 39l-2
with all appendages, &c., whereby great saving in oil, belting,
power is effected.
Five feet of counter shafting fabricated and put in operation in
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shop, and the fixtuTes for drawing head-gates in this shop have
fabricated and a ~tached.
•lDSJ.lderable ~epairs have been made in the various ~hops of this
to machinery, tools, and fixtures, such as t~lt-hammers,
, anvil blocks, &c.
addition to the improvements to the grounds of the armory berecited, the buildings and the fee-simple estate in the land occuby them, which obstructed the widening of North Cliff street,
been purchased, and the buildings removed, and the street opened
width to its intersection with Shenandoah street.
hill side of the reserved ground, lying immediately on and
of Cliff street, overlooking the armory between Washington and
streets, has been graded and terraced as far as the ravine dividing
from the magazine hill. The terraces have been plantad with
trees. This work embraces about 7,000 cubic yards of excavafilling, 30 perohes of stone masonry, and 430 lineal feet of
culverts and drains.
W.A.TERVLIET .A.RSEN.A.L,
COMMANDED BY MAJOR JOHN SYMINGTON.

operati0ns at this arsenal were as follows :
smiths' shop, partially finished last year, has been completed,
the painting of the exterior walls and the paving of the west
, and laying the flagging and putting up the iron forges therein.
ahop is of brick, on stone foundations, 242 feet long by 47 feet
; having, also, connected with it. brass and annealing furnaces,
office and tool room. The whole covered with metallic plates,
paved with stone flagging. Within this shop, an iron turbine
wheel, with iron penstock, has been put in operation, which
the following machines, viz: two atmospheric tilt-hammers,
rge geared punch and shears, and one la:rge shears.
hundred and twenty-two thousand feet of gun-carriage timber
, inspected, and piled in storehouses.
't)('ltli~Q!ll''Tr repairs have been made to different buildings; new
and gates made ; and fences, roads, &c., repaired.

Stores fabricated.
12 six-pounder gun carriages.
12 twelve-pounder mountain howitzer carriages.
13 twelve-pounder prairie howitzer carriages.
57 field and prairie caissons and forges.
10 forty-two-pounder casemate carriages and chasses.
2 ammunition carts for prairie service.
12 movable iron furnaces for hot shot.
10 forty-two-pounder barbette upper carriages.
The above, with implements, equipments, harness, tools, and
spare parts complete.

392

REPORT OF THE

200
102
24
500
100
50
50
150
2,480

rounds of twelve-pounder spherical case shot, fixed.
rounds of six-pounder spherical case and canister shot,
rounds of thirty-two-pounder howitzer canister shot, filled.
stands of eight-inch grape-shot.
stands of twenty-four-pounder case shot, strapped.
stands of forty-two-pounder canisters, filled
stands of eight-inch sea-coast canisters, filled.
stands of forty-two-pounder grape-shot.
cap pouches and picks.
60 cartridges for ten and eight-inch columbiads.
1,450 cartridge-bags for heavy cannon.
4,000 cartridges, musketoon ball.
3,000 priming tubes, filled.
100 signal rockets.
~
2 falls,
4 handspikes, for field and garrison guns.
2 slings,
2 sets ring gauges for shot and shells.
1 twenty-four-pounder cylinder for, shot and shells.
3 iron (hand) sling carts.
20 pounds soft solder.
40 pounds black paint.
150 pounds olive paint.
47 pick-axes.
105 boxes for battery wagons and forge stores.
95 tin cans for oil and paint.
6 sets armorers', blacksmiths', and masons' tools.
30 kegs for battery wagon stores.
438 packing boxes.
14 chisels and dies.
1 crane, 1 ratchett drill stock, 12 water buckets.
1 machine for bending rings and bands.

Altered or repaired.
1, 723 twelve and six-pounder strapped shot.
1, 729 twelve and six-pounder fixed shot.
81 3-pounder fixed shot.
176 twelve and six-pounder canisters, fixed.
534 twelve and six-pounder spherical case shotJ strapped.
3,640 cannon cartridges, various calibres.
385,733 cartridges for small arms.
WASHINGTON ARSENAL,
COMMANDED BY MAJOR W. H. BELL.

The operations at this arsenal during the year have been
on the same limited scale as for several previous years.
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The following is a list of the principal articles fabricated during
year:
4 twenty-four-pounder coehorn mortar-beds.
16 six-pounder field gun-carriages.
16 travelling forges.
20 gunners' quadrants.
23 tompions for thirty-two and twenty-four-pounder guns.
167 cap-pouches.
899 implements and equipments for field, siege, and garrison
guns.
29 implement3 and equipments for mortar-beds.
103 twelve and six-pounder spherical case shot, fixed.
10 ten-inch experimental shells.
800 six-pounder cartridges.
6,616 six-pounder cartridge bags.
31 Hale's rockets.
63 Hale's rocket cases.
15 pounds quick-match.
,000 cartridges for musket and rifle.
930 metal fuses, for spherical case shot.
,000 percussion caps.
20 spare poles, ironed.
17 pintles and wedges for barbette carriages.
2 experimental artillery saddles.
50 valises and 25 leg-guards for artillery harness.
24 iron straps for pole pads.
1 rocket conductor.
2 slings and lashings for garrison gins.
ALLEGHENY ARSENAL,
IN TEMPORARY COMMAND OF LIEUT. T. J. BRERETON.

he operations at this ar'senal during the year embrace the follow-

Articles fah'ricated.
14 six-pounder field carriages.
3 twelve-pounder howitzer carriages.
64 iron sponge, and leather watering buckets.
376 implements and equipments, for artillery.
39 oakum wads.
2,232 infantry cartridge boxes.
,590 cartridge box and waist belts.
2,913 belt plates.
,994 bayonet s,cabbards.
,356 gun slings.
3,193 rifle and carbine cartridge boxes.
,410 rifle and cavalry cartridge box plates.
1,644 rifle pouch and flask belts.
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1,163 rifle-ball pouches.
2,460 pistol cartridge boxes.
1,407 pairs holsters.
13,888 cap-pouches.
15,492 cone-picks.
6,629 cavalry and artillery sabre belts.
330 non-commissioned officers' sword belts
1,431 soft leather caps for holsters.
6,843 sergeants' and musicians' belt plates.
4,225 sabre knots.
1,866 rifle sword bayonet scabbards.
2;9'76 waist belts, with clasps, &c.
4,381 revolver holsters.
3,202 pistol cartridge boxes.
6,017 carbine slings, and 3,829 swivels.
75 forty-two-pounder cartridges.
28 eight-inch cartridge bags.
636,500 cartridges for small arms.
624,000 elongated bullets for small arms.
30 artillery bridle-bits.
1,050 coupling hooks and straps.
1 elongated bullet-press.
1 rolling machine.
1,679 packing boxes.
95 patterns for castings .
.And the usual quantity of fireworks.
In addition to the foregoing, much other work has been done,
eluding the following :
1 cistern 100 feet long, 14 feet wide, and 13! feet deep, has
constructed.
2 sheds, each 250 by 20 feet, built.
2 out-houses constructed.
3 old furnaces renewed in the foundry.
4 wells dug and walled.
180 ornamental trees planted.
110 feet of lightning conductor made and put up.
Timber-shed torn down and removed.
492 lineal feet of paling put up.
200 windows hung on hinges.
2 flights of stone steps built.
40 feet of stone coping put on walls.
1,100 feet of sewers and gutters constructed.
144 yards of road made.
650 feet water and gas pipes taken up and relaid.
2,360 cubic yards of earth, and 1,000 loads of grave],
spread on grounds
568 feet copper and tin gutters and spouts made.
Several thousand muskets and pistols have been cleaned and
and a quantity of rifle ramrods altered for elongated ball.
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FORT MONltOE ARSENAL,
COMMANDED BY CAPTAIN A. B. DYER.

The operations at this post during the year were as follows:
Buildings.
New timber storehouse. This building is 125 by 30 feet, one story
of brick, and covered with slate.
Experiment~

in firing.

shots fired from ten-inch columbiad to test carriage and stone platform.
shots fired with Dr. Read's projectiles.
shots fired from ten-inch columbiad to test Norwegian shell.
shots fired to test percussion fuse.
•not:mac~r wrought-iron gun fired 558 times and bursted.

Articles fabricated.

12 32-pounder barbette gun-carriages and chasses.
junk wads for cannon.
cartridges-proof charges-for heavy cannon.
cartridges for small-arms.
~ pounds quick match.
60 signal rockets.
1 set of fireworks.
33 iron pintles and wedges for barbette carriages.
1 set portfire drifts.
9 32-pounder pent-houses.
2 wad moulds, 10 and 8-inch.
Miscellaneous work.
extended 30 by 47 feet.
30 feet of old wharf taken up and 400 cubic yards of sand
and filled in the same.
square yards of macadamized road made, leading to ordnance
buildings moved to reclaimed ground adjoining ordnance
yard, and fitted up for laboratory purposes.
n, to contain 1,000 gallons, constructed.
battery belonging to Fort Monroe, and tin roof of shop and
repaired and painted.
753 feet white oak timber marked and piled.
·c buildings repaired and painted.
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In addition to the foregoing, many small articles, such as tools,
have been repaired for use in current service.
NEW YORK ARSENAL,
COMMANDED BY CAPTAIN R. H. K. WHITELEY.

The operations at this arsenal during the year have been as fol
Articles fabricated.
29,960 cartridges; expanding ball.
100 pass boxes.
241 chocks.
889 pounds paint and putty.
Nails, rivets, tools, chains, hinges, bolts, &c., &c.
435 packing boxes and cribs.
Improvements.

62! lineal feet of iron fence made and set on wall.
1 two-story fra~e barn built.
425 lineal feet of picket fence made and set up on west
senal grounds.
Stone curbing cut and laid down on mouth of cistern ;
placed in position and a frame house built over it.
Ma.gazine on glacis of Fort Columbus thoroughly repaired .
Miscellaneous work.

29 muskets, sabres, and swords repaired.
powder-flasks repaired.
5,151 piece~ white accoutrements blacked.
18)233 small-arms cleaned, oiled, and repacked.
3,160 bayonet-scabbards cleaned and blacked.
I, 135 lineal feet iron and wood fence painted.
47 gun-carriages and mortar-beds (iron) lackered.
430 cannon, 18,616 shot and shells, 224 pieces of skidding,
large crane lackered.
1 barge and two boats painted.
The armament of Castle Williams has been repaired and
and the guns and projectiles at batteries Hudson and Morton
oiled, and lackered.
Repairs have been made to buildings, roads, pavements,
boats, carts, and tools.
7,675 packages of ordnance stores have been received and ·
and 1,029 have been sold.
In addition to the foregoing, the commanding officer of this
has inspected and received from contractors 7, 749 small-arms,
rifles, carbines, revolvers, swords, and sabres; 15,846 parts of
arms, and 49,065 pieces of accoutrements.
4~
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FRANKFORD ARSENAL,
COMMANDED BY BREVET MAJOR P. V. HAGNER.

'The operations at this arsenal during the year have been as follows:
Fabricated.

257,421 friction tubes for cannon.
2,278 tin packing-boxes for cannon.
200 lanyards and 500 hooks for same.
150,000 Maynard primers.
2,500 tin boxes for primers.
310,000 percussioncaps.
160 canvass bags for percussion-caps.
255 fulminate of mercury, pounds of.
175 pounds of friction powder.
7,600 cartridges for musketoons.
1 set of cannon inspecting instruments.
5 sets of inspecting instruments for shells.
13 lifting-jacks for field service.
30 pendulum hausses for field guns, &c.
1,800 rifled muskets, with self-priming locks and chambered breechpieces, altered from flint lock, model 1822.
1 drilling machine for putting sights on muskets.
2 screw-presses for making primers.
2 rifling machines) with double sets of cutters, cutting three
grooves in three barrels each at the same time.
1 set of small scales for office.
Tools, packing-boxes, and office cases made and repaired.
Miscellaneous work.

6,960 flint-lock muskets received from Mount Vernon arsenal in
ugust last, (injured in transportation by leakage of the vessel)) overuled and cleaned, and the irreparable selected.
· ublic buildings and fences repaired and painted, a steam gauge
ttached to engine, and the governor altered and repaired.
A brick addition, 34 by 12 feet, with tin roof, made to coal-shed.
90 feet of river wall taken down and rebuilt.
525 square yards of brick pavement relaid.
3,600 barrels of powder, 4)000 sets of parts for altering muskets,
,000 saddle blankets, 3,339 horse brushes, and 2,593 currycombs
spected and received.
The alteration of flint-lock to "self-priming rifle-musket," comenced last year, is proceeding satisfactorily, and as fast as the new
arts can be furnished by the contractors.
The new machines and processes introduced for this work give very
tisfactory results. The breeching machine starts the thread very
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uniformly, and saves a large part of the manual labor here
necessary, and, for the first time in such work, secures a perfect
change in this part, so that no selection of pins is requisite.
champering the end of the pin, a perfect junction of the interior of
bore and chamber is obtained, leaving DO space for the collection
dirt, and keeping the screw threads perfect.
The rifling machines, receiving three barrels and cutting
grooves at the same time~ have the advantage of expediting the
performed by each man and machine, and thus saving "''"'"'J"'.... '""
shop room; and also do the work better than can be done in machil•
having a single cutter, as the lands of the barrel are untouched
the process and come out with their original polish, thus
unnecessary all subsequent polishing. Forty-eight barrels ha
completed by one machine in a little less than ten hours, and
six successive days_..:.._the attendant sharpening his cutters at
and changing his rods when necessary.
The friction tubes for cannon continue to give the best
service, and satisfactory reports have been received from those
China upon trial last year.
A few reports only have been received of trials in service of
Maynard primers as now made. These have all been as sa
as were those reported last year.
ST. LOUIS ARSENAL,
COMMANDED BY BREVET MAJOR G. D. RAMSAY.

The principal operations at this arsenal during the year have
as follows:
Fabricated.
2
10
30
40
150
12
10
59
574
818
100
300
2,254
4,442
2,101,300
54,97 4
5,320
600
542
8,082

mountain howitzer carriages, complete.
pendulum hausses for field guns.
tangent scales.
vent covers for 6-pounder guns.
cannon lock pins and screws.
lanyard hooks.
muzzle-sights for cannon.
tompions and collars for cannon.
shells and spherical case shot, strapped.
shells and spherical case shot, fixed.
picket pins.
pounds mealed powder.
cartridges for cannon.
cartridge bags for cannon.
cartridges for small-arms.
pounds elongated balls for small-arms.
priming tubes filled.
yards of quick-match.
signal rockets.
paper fuses.
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381 parts for field carriages~
1,535 irons for leather tTaces.
60 canisters for 32-pounders.
272 cartridge blocks for 32-pounder howitzer.
550 rocket cases and 800 sticks.
3,024 sabots for field guns.
5,546 cylinders and caps for field ammunition.
2,845 priming tubes, empty.
1,000 fuse plugs.
1 sling cart.
330 pounds paint, assorted.
189 tools and implements.
15 iron bedsteads.
'
1 desk.
5 lightning rods.
1 water tank.
2 wagon poles.
2,884 packing boxes.

Miscellaneous Wark.
6 12-pounder mountain howitzers, cleaned and oiled.
3 :field-carriages, painted.
A large quantity of artillery implements repaired, cleaned,
painted, &c.
12 sets harness repaired.
060 spherical case shot and shells lackered.
200 small-arms repaired, cleaned, and oiled.
200 cartridges for small-arms, altered.
3 limbers and trails, and 6 artillery wheels repaired.
150 leather traces, ironed.
1 sling-cart, 15 iron bedsteads, and I, 131 packing boxes, painted.
1 bullet machine, set up.
1 balance (16,000 lbs.) set up.
5 lightning-rods, set up.
1 rolling-machine and shafting, set up.
,~78 sets of horse equipments inspected, received, and issued.
26 boxes ordnance stores received and issued.
he amount of stores received and issued during the year has been
y large, and a great deal of work has been done in packing, examng, and counting the same.
The arsenal grounds and buildings have been improved, repaired,
kept in good condition.
WATERTOWN ARSENAL,
COMMANDED BY CAPTAIN R. A. WAINWRIGHT.

he principal operations at this arsenal during the year have been
construction of carriages for heavy artillery, the preservation and
provementof machinery, work-shops, public buildings, and grounds;
issuing and receiving of ordnance and ordnance stores, viz:
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Articles fabricated.

10
20
417
601
337
53
547
5,000
30
20
1,041
814
30
25
200
770
88
2
1
1

8-inch columbiad carriages and chasses.
42-pounder barbette carriages and chasses.
manceuvring and truck handspikes.
implements for artillery.
cannon wads.
cannon cartridges.
cannon cartridge bags.
musket cartridges.
.
elevating jacks.
sets of iron work for columbiad carriages.
8 and 10-inch sabots.
8-inch shell straps.
tompions for garrison guns.
stands of 42-pounder canister shot.
pounds of horse-shoes.
pounds of paint.
packing boxes.
hand lathes.
machine for boring heavy timber.
vertical saw frame, rebuilt.
Miscellaneous Work.

136,200
24,352
14
265
11,559
11
6,000
5,468
3,083
1, 65 6
26

cartridges for small-arms, altered.
feet. carriage timber inspected and piled.
barbette carriages and chasses repaired.
naves for carriages, turned and painted.
shot and shells, lackered and piled.
heavy cannon cleaned, lackered, and skidded.
rifle ramrod-heads, forged.
yards painting put on buildings.
yards whitewash put on buildings and fences.
square feet flooring laid in barracks.
heavy guns, and 5,461 shot and shells received
foundry ; and various stores received from other
And a great number of guns and carriages issued to
fornia, and various stores to arsenals.
BATON ROUGE ARSENAL,
CO.M:MANDED BY CAPTAIN J. T. RODMAN.

The principal operations at this arsenal embrace the following.
Fabricated.

9 sponges, rammers, and staves.
3, 752 shells, spherical case shot and canisters, fixed.
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250 six-pounder cartridges.
,000 six-pounder cartridge bags.
,200 cartridges for small arms.
,200 pounds bullets, for Colt's pistols.
,.780 paper fuses.
,500 fuse plugs.
,213 sabots and cartridge blocks.
275 parts and implements for small arms.
210 pounds paint and putty.
521 packing boxes and 19 tin cases.
A variety of tools for current service.

•.

llfiscellaneous work.
69
,000
,919
380
,340
1
'28
126
~00

025
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sabres and tools repaired.
flint-lock cartridges altered to percussion.
rounds field ammunition examined and repacked.
rifle ramrod-heads, altered.
small arms cleaned, oiled, and repacked.
set of tools for travelling forge and battery wagon, cleaned
and oiled.
pounds laboratory paper, varnished.
ammuRition packing boxes) painted.
ammunition packing boxes, enlarged.
feet lumber received, piled, &c.
Experiments made with spherical case shot.
All gun carriages at the arsenal painted and stored in new
artillery storehouse.
packages of stores issued, and 348 received.

Buildings.
artillery storehouse 200 by 50 feet, two stories high, completed.
alls of magazine painted.
CHARLESTON ARSENAL, COMMANDED BY CAPTAIN C. P. KINGSBURY.

e principal operations at this arsenal during the year may be
as follows:

Fabricated.
65 signal rockets.
3 six-pounder sponges and rammers.
2 wheelbarrows.
1 office book-case.
1 frame for turning lathe.
1 handbarrow for muskets.
1 frame for signal-bell.
o packing boxes.
Vol. ii.-26
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Other work.
360 percussion rifles taken apart, cleaned, and oiled insideof
rels and rods ; lock-plates and springs polished,
parts replaced, and the whole re-assembled and
840 per.cussion muskets taken apart ; bands, barrels
guard-bows, guard-plates, and lock-plates po
oiled, and the whole re-assembled and prepared for
350 cubic feet of earth hauled, filled into square and turfed.
550 yards of wire-fence constructed, and other fences and
repaired.
'
2 barbette carriage wheels repaired.
2 pumps overhauled, and extensively repaired.
1 choking machine added to laboratory.
40 thirty-two pounders cleaned and oiled ~t Fort Sumter.
10 turning tool handles made.
23 fence posts turned, painted, and planted.
2,100 superficial feet of enclosing wall repaired, joints cleaned
and repainted.
5 formers made for laboratory.
13 sets artillery harness for four horses cleaned, oiled,
packed.
The enclosing wall of magazine has been slightly "l'tlT>.a11''uv.
pointed ; the engine-house has received two coats of paint,
of quarters have been repaired and painted, and the joints,
fastenings of the water-pipes partially renewed.
After the abandonment of Castle Pinckney by the city, the
there were overhauled and inventoried, and the place restored to
and cleanliness. The usual guard and night watch have been
up throughout the year.
Stores have been issued to the New York arsenal; Fort
Florida; Fort Pulaski.,. Georgia; "Fort Moultrie, South va.Jcv.u1u.111
to the State of Alabama.

MOUNT VERNON ARSENAL.
COMMANDED BY CAPTAIN J. GORGAS.

The following have been the principal operations during
fiscal year :

Fabricated.
1
19
1
1
1

pile driver for piles at wharf.
pent-houses.
cart, with iron axle.
set of halrness for two horses.
set of trunnion chains with 10-inch rings.
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1 cooper's ten ace.
1 bullet mould for grooved balls.
I lock.
Table, bookcase, and desk for office .
.Altered to percussion.

,000 musket, buck, and ball cartridges.
100 muskets, second class, N. A.. Brown.
1 Hall's rifle, for trial.
Machinery.

1 foot and power lathe, with tools complete, for turning wood
and iron, and for screw cutting, has been purchased, and
put up in armorer's shop No. 2.
uarters No. 2 have been painted throughout, and are now in good
er; 30 feet new conductor made and placed there. A. new wharf
been built, with a front of 30 feet on the river, having a landing
high and for low-water, and a footway 10 feet wide, running back
he warehouse. This building has been put in good order; the old
k floor taken up, and replaced by flooring of 3-inch plank, and
ecasings to windows made; the exterior cement washed, ~ood
painted one coat, and lettering renewed.
brick culvert, 3 feet in the clear, was built last summer on the
to the landing, and swept away by the autumnal rains. This
been replaced by a small iron bridge, resting on brick abutments.
he hydraulic ram, proposed in the estimate for 1855 and 1856,
been placed in the spring outside the walls, and a cistern and
n-house built in the centre of the parade. The supply furnished
reached about 3,000 gallons in twenty-four hours ; the water is
135 feet from the ram into the second story of the quarters, and
length of the main supply-pipe is 1,200 feet.
he garden, stables, men's kitchen, officers' kitchen, barracks, and
ters No. 1, are now amply furnished with water from this source,
the surplus water supplies a fountain in the centre of the parade.
'pes to quarters No. 2, and to the guard-house and hospital, are
being laid, at a trifling expense. The cost of the whole appawill but little exceed the estimate formerly made for a cistern at
stables. Objections occur to the use of small iron pipes in conveythe water; it becomes highly impregnated with the iron.
shed for wagons and mules, 60 feet front, with wings running
30 feet, has been built of timber, a :five stalls and a carriageconstructed in the wings.
rough shed, to be covered with boards, 75 feet by 24 feet, for the
ge of timber and wood, is in progress in the lumber yard.
brick and wood floor has been laid in the blacksmith's shop, and
forge taken down and rebuilt for the welding of long pieces of
. One thousand feet of board fence, 5 feet high, has been put up
nd field out~ide of walls.
he out-houses at the stables have been repaired throughout with
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new sills, and brick pillars substituted for the wooden supports,
the stable yard fence moved and yard enlarged.
An addition has been made to the new garden, the old one hav
become almost useless from the cocoa grass. One thousand lo
earth and gravel hauled on the enclosure, and one hundred and
trees set out.
Stores have been is~med to the State of Alabama, and to the fo
Pensacola harbor,

NORTH CAROLINA ARSENAL.
COMMANDED BY BREVET MAJOR T. T. S. LAIDLEY.

The principal operations at this arsenal during the fiscal year
as follows:
Southwest tower.-Roof put on, covered with copper; floors
down; ceilings, stairs, railings, and partitions put up; walls plas
and finished with hard finish; doors made and hung; wood
painted two coats.
Officers' quarters, No. 2.-Front porticq erected; outside door f
with pilasters and cornice, put up; fan and side lights made an
in; doors made and hung; ceiling of piazza put up and pai
window sashes oiled; piazza floor painted; 553 superficial feet of
cut for main gateway.
'
New floor put in basement of officers' quarters No. 1.
12 iron clamps made for portico of officers' quarters.
824 stonecutter's tools sharpened.
403 pounds of old spikes drawn out into nails.
59 feet of brick covered drain constructed.
1, 733 feet of boundary fence repaired.
198 feet of garden fence painted.
Doors and window frames and sash of stables, carpenter's
blacksmith's shop, paint shop, carriage storehouse, and arm
shop, painted two coats.
Parapets of northeast and northwest towers pointed and pain
Carts repaired; earth hauled and put on square; powder in
zine aired and rolled; underbrush in grove cut down and cl
gra,ss in square mowed ; buildings policed and ventilated.
Night and Sunday watch kept.
ORDNANCE OFFICE,

Washington, No.vember 11, 1856.

