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28th CoNGREss, 
2d Session. 

Rep. No. 193. 

CHOCTAW ACADEMY IN KENTUCKY. 

MARCH 3, 1845. 
Read, and laid upon the table. 

Ho. OF REPS. 

Mr. BENTON, from the Committee on Indian Affairs, made the following 

REPORT: · 

The Committee on Indian Affairs, to whom was riferred a resolution 
the House of Representatives, adopted on the lOth day cif December) 
1844, instructing the said committee to inquire into the manner in 
'lehich the Choctaw academy, in Kentucky, is conducted; "whether the 
Indian youth sent there for instruction are properly attended to in re
spect to their clothing, boarding, moral$, and general education," report: 

That they have examined the papers im. possession of the committee, 
having reference to the aforesaid institution ; sundry of the most recent 
and authentic of which are annexed to, and make part of, this n~port. 
From this examination, the committee are not satisfied t~at the abuses 
alleged to have existed in the management of the Choctaw academy are 
well founded. Serious charges, however, are contained in the papers be·· 
fore the committee, against individuals connected with that inst.itQtion; but 
.they are not of a character, and not su,stained by sufficient evidence, to war-
rant the definitive action of the committee. It will be found also that the· 
information before the committee is, in many respects, contradictory. 

Believing that they nre not advised, by the information in hand, as to ·the 
condition of said academy, to an extent to enable them to recommend a 
proper remedy; and, besides, not having time at this late stage of the ses
sion to perfect any measure of reform, the committee beg leave to· be dis
charged from the further consideration of the subject. 

WAR DEPARTMENT, 

Office of lndian Affairs, January 27, 1845. 
SrR: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the· 

7th instant, enclosing a resolution of the House of Representatives of the· 
lOth Dece~ber last, mquiring into the manner in which the Choctaw acad
emy in Kentucky is conducted; "whether ~he Indian youth ·sent there for 
instruction are properly attended to in respect to their clothing, boarding, 
morals, and general education." 

In reply, I beg leave to refer you to Doc. No. 109, 2d session 26th Congress, 
which will be found in volume 3, Executive Documents of that session, as 
Blair & Rives, print. 
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containing all the information called for by the present resolution, up to 1st 
March, 1841. 

I also enclose copies of papers (numbered from 1 to 29 inclusive) which 
cover the period up to 31st Decemuer last, and which are believed to con
tain all the information called for by the resolution, in the possession of the 
department. ' 

You will perceive that these papers embrace an investigation into the 
condition of the academy in October, 1841; to which are added the quar- 
terly reports of the inspectors from the commencement of 1841 to 31st De
cember last. 

There are a great many papers on file in this office in relation to the 
academy, but what I now send are considered sufficient to answer the reso
lution fnlly. If, however, the committee should desire it, all the original 
papers (which are very voluminous) are open for their inspection, and will 
be handed to them at any moment, either at this office, or at the room of 
your committee. 

'rhe letters and resolution a,re returned herewith, as you requested. 
Very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 

T. HARTLEY CRAWFORD. 
Hon. J. M. HuGHEs, 

House of Reps. U.S. 

CHocTAW AcADEMY, October 21, 1841. · 
SIR: Your second note has been received, and I now proceed to answer 

the interrogatories in detail. 
.Question. l-low long have you been connected with the Choctaw acad

emy? 
A11tswer. Two years and ten months. 
Question~ What ·has been the condition of the school for six months 

past 1 Has it been as prosperous and quiet as usual? If not, state the par
ticular facts in relation thereto. 

Answer. The school has for the last six months been in as good condi
tion, if not better, than it has been since I have been attached to it. 

Question. Do you know of any causes of dissension existing in the school1 
lf you do, state those causes particularly. 

Answer; I am not aware of any. 
Question. What has Colonel Johnson's disposition and conduct been 

towards the students 1 Has it been kind, or not 1 
Answer. Every action of Colonel Johnson towards the students, that 

has come under my notice, has been kind and fatherly in the extreme. 
Question. Have you made known to him any causes of complaint exist. 

ing as to the school for six months past 1 And if so, has he been ready to 
remove such causes? 

Answer. For the last six months, I have had no cause of complaint of 
sufficient importance to trouble Colonel Johnson with; previous to which, 
however, 1 have called on Colonel Johnson to redress grievances, which has 

·· been cheerfully performed. It may not, perhaps: be irrelevant here to state 
, a single case in point. In the spring of 1839 some person or persons at-
tempted to burn the old academy situated on the hill, in which attempt they 
were so far successful as to injure the house materially. I applied to Col-
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cnel J., and stated that the house could not be made as com(ortable as I 
could wish, and requested that he would have the house now occupied by 
the school fitted up. (It was then used as a store and wagon .shop.) 
He immediately had the goods, &c. removed, and the house fitted as it now 
remains. I have never yet called on him for anything for the use or bene
tit of the school, but it has been cheerfully furnished. 

Question. Have you heard any person make such complaint to Colonel 
Johnson? and if so, did h.e refuse to attend to it 1 And if such complaint 
was made, state by whom, and what it was. 

Answer. I have never heard any complaint made to Colonel J., but was 
attended to. 

Question. As far as you know, what has Colonel Johnson's course been 
towards Colonel Pitchlynn, up to the time lte determined to leave the school1 

Answer. So far as it has come under my notice, Colonel Johnson has been 
very kind and friendly towards Colonel Pitchlynn; and I always thought, 
before that time, that they were on the best of terms. 

Question. During your connexion with the academy, has Colonel John
son shown a disposition to remove any reasonable complaints against his 
agents connected with the academy 1 

Answer.. I am not aware of any being made to him. As I stated before, 
I have never known any reasonable complaint made to him, but what has 
been prompt! y attended to. 

Respectfully, 
0. P.ROOD. 

W. S. CRAWFORo, esq., 
·Choctaw Academy~ 

Report. 

We, the undersigned inspector~, have root on the 5th and 6th of April, 
1842, and have examined into the condition of the Choctaw academy, and 
have read the report of the superintendent, D. Vanderslice ; and we find 
too facts as to the numbers of the students, health, progress in their various 
studies, and their accommodaticms, correctly stated; and we deem it unne
cessary to go into greater detail, having done so in the most of our quar-
terly reports. We enclose a report of a sub ·committee within the quarter. 

WM. SUGGETT,' Chairman. 
WILLIAM G. CRAIG. 
JOHN DOUGHERTY. 
WILLIAM JOHNSON. 
THOMAS JEL'r. 
WILLIS DEHONEY. 
F. C. McCALLA. 

Report of the committee of board of inspectors, .April 1, 1842. 

Tha undersigned, agreeably to the orders of th~ board, as. t_heir secret 
committee visited the academy in the interval smce the s1ttmg of the 
board, and' beg leave to report: 1.-,hat they proceeded to examine the establish-
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ment, and the progress of the students in their different rooms and classes ;. 
and it is wifh a great degree of pleasure that they found all things equal to 
their most sanguine anticipations. We were particularly struck with the 
advancement of some of the students in their classes since the last qua-r
terly examination ; many are now reading and writing, who, at the previoug 
examination, were in their spelling-books. There were no complaints, but 
all seemed cheerful and happy. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

To BoARD oF INsPECTORs, 

Choctaw Academy. 

JOHN DOUGHERTY. 
WILLIS D~HONEY .. 

CHocTAw AcADEMY, KENTUCKY, 
October 5, 1842·. 

SIR: At the annual meeting of the board of inspectors of this institution, 
ending on this day, the undersigned most respectfully report, that they have 
performed the duties assigned them, and are gratified to state that the stu
dents, though few in number, are in the enjoyment of unusual good health 
and spirits, are comfortably clad, and well attended to. 

The course of instruction is as reported by the superintendent, and the 
teacher is well qualified. 

No cause of complaint in anything has come to our knowledge; and 
we are pleased to say that the institution. is doing well. 

Very respectfully, 

Hon. JoHN C. SPENCER, 

Secretary of War. 

WM. SUGGETT. 
THOMAS JELT. 

~ WILLIS DEHONEY. 
WILLIAM JOHNSON. 
F. C. McCALLA. 
WILLIAM G. CRAIGr 
JOHN DOUGHERTY. 

SIR: The undersigned, inspectors of Choctaw academy, Kent"ucK:y, 
have met on the 30th June and 1st July, and report that the conduct of the 
students, during the past quarter, has been exemplary. T~ere is no com~ 
plaint in the school or neighborhood against the students, that we know of .. 
'l'hey are making good· progress in their various studies. For further par· 
ticulars, we refer you to the report of the superintendent, herewith accom
panying. 

Most respectfully, 
WM. HUGGETT. 
THOMAS JELT. 
WM. G. CRAIG. 
WILLIAM JOHNSONr 
WILLIS DEHONEY. 
JOHN DOUGHERTY.
F. G. McCALLA. 
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Report of the under signed, the only remaining inspector of the Choctaw 
academy, in Kentucky, for the quarter endiug Decerrt'ber 31, 1843, 
(1842.) 

JANUARY 14, 1843. 
The undersigned has been compelled to delay this report, on account of 

indisposition and the badness of the weather. I have availed myse.lf of the 
present fine weather to prosecute the examination of the Choctaw academy. 
In order to save the recapitulation of facts and circumstances, I refer you 
to the report of the superintendent, made at the commencement of the cur
rent quarter. I have found it correct in every particular which has come 
under my observation. 1 will therefore state, generally, as follows: that the 
boys are making good progress in all their studies; their general conduct 
is good; their accommodations are good ; their clothing good and suffi
cient; their rooms are well furnished, and their diet good and plenty. 

The boys are well satisfied ; and, upon particular inquiry, they make no 
-complaints. Mr. IsaacS. Gardner, the senior teacher, is a moral, talented, 
and well educated man, much beloved hy the students, and is every way 
well calculated to instruct and C<mduct a school. 

The moral deportment and . high staNding of the superintendent are, I 
presume, too well known to the department to need-.. notice from me; suf
fice it to say, he deserves the confidence ·of the government, and has both 
the interests of it and of the aborigines of our land at heart. 

I have received from the superintendent $4 for my attendance on tho 
13th and 14th January, as inspector. 

AI~ of which is respectfully submitted. 

Hon. SEcRETARY oF WAR. · 

WM. SUGGETT, 
lnspector Choctaw Academy 

Report of the inspector of thR Choctaw Academv. made this dav, the 30th. 
day o} December, (being Saturda'!J',) 1843, at the close of the quarter. 

The nndersigned has been trustee and inspector of the Choctaw academy 
in Scott county, 1\.entucky, from the commencement of the school ; and he 
is happy to find that, after proper inspection and examination on the 29th 
and 3tlth December, 1843, (Friday and Saturday,) nnd having read the re
port of the superintendent, he not only sanctions that quarterly report, but 
he rejp:ces to state, ·that at no time has he been more gratified at the pros
pect of educating usefully, mornlly, and religiously, the children of the red 
man-the nati_ve sons .of the forest. The students are promising; many 
of them have joined the temperance society, formed at the academy by the 
students and the white population of the neighborhood. 

The teachers, Mr. I. S. Gardner and Mr. Rood, are gifted, and qualified 
to do their dnty-Mr. Gardner has no superior-besides subordinate 
teachers of good character and qm1lifications. · 

The treatment of the stqdents is excellent, aRd without any complaint on 
their .part. 

Their eating, clothing, and lodging c\fe good and comfortable; and the 
boy·s are in good hea.lth, and generally admirably good spirits. 

The christian must rejoice at these good results of the Indian school 
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which has, to the personal knowledge of the undersigned, sent out to the 
world, and back to the nations sending them, young men distinguished for 
learning, for business habits, for eloquence, for their morality and religion. 

It has sent out good physicians; those who have made good merchants, 
good chiefs, and good ministers of the gospel-some of one denomination, 
and some of another. The government is referred. to the report of the 
superintendent of this date, for a more minute detail. 

All of which is respectfully submitted by me, on Saturday, the 30th day 
of December, 1843. 

WM. SUGGETT, 
lnspector. 

JULY 1, 1844. 
The undersigned, as inspector to the Choctaw academy, reports that he 

has been engaged on the 29th of June, and Monday, the 1st of July, in ex
amining into the condition of the school; and is happy to find that, in 
every department, there is care, attention, and regularity in the manage
ment of this valuable institution. 

The superintendent and teachers are devoted to their several duties; and 
the progress of the stuE!ents is ~qual to what might be expected under the 
disadvantages which attend the tuition of boys who commence without a 
knowledge of the Et1glish language, and are ignorant of a letter in the al
phabet. 

Strict attention is paid to tHe habits and rn_orals of the students, and the 
accommodation of clothing and boarding is praiseworthy, aRd equal to the 
wishes of any reasonable student. 

The undersigned has examined the. report of the superintendent, and the 
accompanying papers, which he finds correct, and recommends them to the 
consideration of the government. 

Respectfully, 

Hon. WILLIAM vVILKINS, 

Secretary of War. 

VtrM. SUGGETT, 
lnszJector. 

Report of the inspectors of the Choctaw academy, Kentucky,for the quarter 
ending on the 31st dfily of December, 1844. 

SIR: The undersigned, in accordance with his duty, has inspected the 
Choctaw academy, on the 31st December, 1844, and the 1st day of Janu
ary, 1845. 

He has been one of the trustees and one of the inspectors from the first 
establishment of this institution, and, for the last two or three years, he has 
been acting as sole inspector. The quarterly reports, for many years back, 
will demonstrate the rigid rules and excellent organization of the academy, 
and its great utility in sending from its bosom so many moral, educated ,. 
and pious students to the tribes to which they respectively belonged. 
He has seen well educated, pious, and talented preachers of the Gos-
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pel sent from the school; many useful and well-educated mechanics and 
business men, and some good physicians, and many talented, eloquent 
scholars. The clothing of the students, up to this date, has always been 
equal to that worn by the sons of independent farmers; and when ~orne of 
the students among so many have been neglectful of their clothing and 
careless, as will always be the case where so many boys are congregated, 
every rational measure has been taken to correct such carelessness; and al· 
ways extra clothing has been snpplied, so that no student should materially 
suffer. Up to this date, the greatest exertions have been made by all the 
officers of the school to lead the students in the path of morality and re· 
ligion. In addition to their own exer1 ions, preachers of the Gospel of every 
denomination have, by strong invitations, and of their own accord, been in 
the constant habit, without regard to the days of the week, of coming to 
the school, preaching to the students, and giving lectures upon morals and 
good conduct. 

The education of the boys has been more or less rapid, according to the 
industry and capacjty of the students, as well as to their condition when 
brought to this school-many being in a state of perfect ignorance of our 
language and of letters. If irregularities have existed at any time in the 
habits of the students, it is because human nature is imperfect, and prone 
to sinful practices; but in no instance have these irregularities been encour
aged hy the officers of the school, but, on the contrary, the superintendent 
and teachers have been gentlemen of exemplary deportment. There is no 
doubt that there has been less irregularity in this s~hool, than in schools of 
the same number of white scholars. For the last two years, (including this 
quarter,) there is an improvement in the general good conduct of the stu
dents. Mr. Gardner (at the head of the teachers) is industrions, punctual, 
ledrned, and a most exemplary man in his morals and condnct; and the 
other subordinate teachers are respectable. The boys are now clothed well 
for the winter; and the institution, in all respects, is in a comfortable con
dition and in good order . 
. The undersigned has examined the report of the superinteAdent of this 

quarter, and he approves of the same. And, conscientiously believing that 
no one school has ever produced one-tenth part of the benefits to the Indian 
race as this, he would be wanting in his duty to them, and to his country, 
not to recommend it to the kind patronage of the President and the Secre
tary of War. 

All of which is respectfully submitted, this 1st day of January, 1845: 
WM. SUGGETT, 

Inspector Choctaw Academy. 
Ron. W M. WILKINs, 

Secretary of War. 

LouisVILLE, K v., November 24, 1844. 
DEAR SrR: Without a commentary on the subject of the deplorable 

conditiOn of the Indian department, as managed .for the last 12 or 15 years, 
with regard to the acquisition of the lands from these children of the forest; 
the reservations for the purpose of openirlO' the doors for those choi~e 
districts, at subsequent periods, to fall into th~ hands of partisan favorites; 
the appropriation and payment of their annuities; the system of peculation 
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which has been carried on in this branch of that department of the public 
service; the total neglect of supplying the Indian with the improvements 
in the important branches of civilization and agriculture, as provided by 
the acts and appropriations of Congress to these objects; permit me to call 
your attention to the Indian institution located in this State, called the 
': Choctaw academy." 

This establishment, as you are aware, is under the patronage and con
trol of Colonel R. M. Johnson. lt would not be in my power to explain 
to you, in the hurried limits of this letter, the deplorable condition of this 
institution and its inmates. Curiosity prompted mo to visit it about the 1st 
of September last, when my heart yearned to find the young Inclian, who 
l:lad been transferred from his forest home to that (should be) hallowed spot 
for improvement in mind and morals, in, if possible, a much more degraded 
state than the most neglected" negro quarters" I ever saw. The young 
Indians were, as I was told, about 60 in number, from different tribes; and, 
instead of presenting a collection of human beings governed by rule and 
order, they were ranging about in rags and at rude plays, without a guide 
or governor, with the prospect that, when they would leave that retreat, 
they would be neither white man nor Indian. Inquire into the mode of 
this establishment. More anon. 

Hon. W. P. THOMAssoN. 
Yours, F. Jo;ycE. 

NEAR WHITE SuLPHUR, Kv., 
January 8, 1845. 

DEAR SrR: I have received yours, enclosing the resolution of Mr. 
Thomasson, and the letter of Mr. Joyce, relative to the Choctaw academy. 

The letter denounces generally the conduct of the Indian Department to
wards the Indians tor the tast twelve or fifteen years, and more particu
larly this institution towards the Indian youth educated her~. What a 
blessing it would have been to the country, and to the poor Indians, if the 
authority which has been so shamefully abused by others, had been vested 
in this good man-judging him from his own letter, as otherwise he is a 
stranger to me! It is usual for gentlemen who yisit this institution to call 
upon me, or the superintendent, or the principal teacher, who is always in 
his place; but Mr. Joyce called upon neither, as far as I can learn, when 
he visited the school, about the 1st of September, to gratify his curiosity. 
It would have given me pleasure to have seen this good man, who has so 
much sympathy for the poor Indians ; for I profess to feel some kindness for 
them also; and whatever may have been his partisan feelings, I should 
have labored to convince him that this was no partisan school, which was 
located at the request of the Choctaws, established upon my premises by Mr. 
Adams, President, aad the Hon. James Barbour, Secretary of War, without 
solicitation on my part, and patronized by each administration since. In 
the proceedings of Congress, I read the resolution of Mr. 'rhomasson a 
few days before the close of the last quarter, and I requested the officers to 
make their reports so as to give the facts as to the points involved in the in· 
quiry; which was transmitted, the 1st day of this month, to Mr. Crawford, 
Uommissioner of Indian Affairs. I refer to that report, and stand pledged 

-for its general accuracy, viz: report of the superintendent, D. Vanderslice; 
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of the inspector, William Suggett; of Isaac S. Gardner, 0. P. Rood, and 
the statement of J. W. Forbes-not an officer, but a neighbor. I also stand 
pledged that these officers of the institution are respectable and well quali
fied for their respective stations. I refer you to these papers, and to this 
communication of mine, which shall contain a faithful statement. · For the 
htst year I have personally superintended the whole institution; and every
thing has been done, and everything shall be done, as far as I have judg
ment to do it, for the comfort, the education, and the elevation of the stu
dents now here, or who may be sent here. The food of the students is 
well prepared, and in due time; sufficient in quantity, and equal in quality 
to that which supplies the tables of the independent farmers of the country; 
and tbe most perfect satisfaction prevails among the students on this point, 
although everybody knows that students are hard to please. They are en
couraged to complain, if the cooks fail in quality or quantity; and imme
diate attention is paid to such complaint, which is seldom made. The 
students are clothed for the winter in October, and for the summer 
in April; the quality as good as that which is used by the independ
ent farmers of the country for themselves and their childrefl,. and in 
quantity ample; and that portion of the students who ar~ careful of 
their clothes, are always as well . clad, as decent, and as fit for com
pany, as the white population. ,-rhat a portion of the students, principally 
the boys from ten to fifteen years of age, are less provident and careful; and 
in September, at the close of the summer, they do not look as well ; their 
clothes would be nearly worn out, even with care, just before putting on 
their winter clothes. These boys often deserve, and always receive, the 
reprimand of a parent to his child. Clean and decent clothes, put upon 
children of ten and twelve years of age, Sunday morning, may look dirty, 
and even ragged, by Saturday night, and might excite unpleasant sensa
tions in the bosom of even a good man, who did not know that, in all such 
cases, clean clothe8 (and patched, if torn) were given to each boy on Satur
day evening, for the ensuing week. I regret, as much as a man can, this 
neglect in a portion of the students, while every exertion is made to correct 
it. The power of God, alone, could prevent it; and sensible, honorable, 
and liberal men, know how to judge of these things, and make the proper 
allowance. Nearly all the Indian youth come to this school perfectly igno
rant of the English Janguage. They require more recreation each day; 
and every faculty of the human mind is called into action, to overcome the 
great difficulty to their advancement. At least one half of the child_ren are 
of ten and twelve years of age; and hence the great and controllmg a?
vantage of this school, which has separated the Indian youth from h1s 
tribe. What the student learns in books at such a school, is not equally 
influential to civilize him as the knowledge he acquires of our language, 
our habits, our manners, and of all the arts of common life. In all cases, 
without any exception, every officer connected with the school has treated 
the students (the Indian youth) as a parent would treat his child. 

I have ascertained that the informer (Mr. Joyce) made a visit here about 
the time he mentions, without the knowledge of the superintendent, the 
principal teacher, or myself; that his visit was very short. A pe~son hav
ing less sympathy for the poor Indian might have imposed upon himself. by 
appearances. Tfue :school having diminished one-half, one-half of the build
ings had been unoccupied for two years, and out of repair, and looked bad ; 
and no doubt these deserted rooms and houses were supposed to be those 
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occupied by the students. Besides, at that very time we were removjng 
the unoccupied houses half a mile, where wood is convenient, and I may 
say inexhaustible, for the comfort of the students. If his visit had not 
been so rapid, (not half an hour,) and so unknown to me and all others 
connected with the school, he would have been informed that, in October, 
all the rooms occupied by the students were annually repaired and put in 
good order for the winter. If he had done us the favor and honor of visit
ing the dining-room, he would have seen a building that cost $3,000, and 
with capacity for two hundred students to eat at the same time. If he had 
honored the principal teacher (Mr. Gardner) with a call, he would have 
seen a framed building, sixty feet long, and three rooms within, sufficient to 
teach one hundred students-wanting some repairs for the winter, which it 
has received. The buildings which the informer (Mr. Joyce) saw, are a 
small portion of the buildings which were then used for the school. 

rrhe buildings· occupied on the 1st of September wanted repairs, but were 
good enough for the children of the richest-yet not too good for the poor 
Indian, but good enough for the children of any class of society. These 
buildings have been occupied for the la:st twelve years, and at many of our 
annual exhibitions and examinations ten thousand have been called to
gether; and this is the first occasion on which a complaint has been made 
against the buildings. It is very true that it is extremely difficult to make 
the students keep their respective rooms clean, neat, and in good order
particularly in the warm season; many will abandon their rooms for the 
green grass and shady trees by day and by night, and no human power can 
prevent it; and if the informer (Mr. Joyce) had called upon the officers of 
the school, he would have bean informed that it was the most inauspicious 
time for appearances to one disposed to find fault; as, in a short time after 
he made his visit, the worn-out summer clothes were replaced by good 
winter clothing, made of as good jean and Iinsey as we use to clothe our
selves-precisely the same. It is more easy to find fault than to mend. 
Early in the spring, the whole school and its appendages will be snug and 
comfortable in new quarters. 

If Mr. Joyce had called upon me, as other visiters of the school have 
done, these and other facts, I think, would have convinced him that there 
was one per:son near this school that had as much sympathy for the poor 
Indian as he himself, whether in this school or in the far west. Everything 
has been done, and everything shall be done, to advance and elevate, to 
civilize and educate the children who are now here, or may hereafter come. 

In order to accomplish the great object of civilization and education, we 
have resorted to every expedient that reflection and experience have sug
gested; among other things, we have omitted vacations-keeping school all 
the time, except a few days in the year, such as the 4th 0f Jnly and Christ
mas day-to keep the boys from idle and dissipated habits. I have, on 
several occasions, taken students to the city of Washington, who were not 
inferior to the most polished young men from our own colleges ; and these 
were only common specimens of more than one hundred young men who 
have been educated here and sent home. Without wishing to disparage 
other schools, I will venture to assert that this has done more to elevate and 
civilize the aborigines than any other school that has ever existed si·nce the 
revolution : "the tree is known by its fruit." lt'l looking into the evils and 
irregularities incident to our best organized institutions, to teach, and which 
are above human control, as long as man is liable to err, I put in high 
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claims for this, as to order, discipline, and the happy results to those who 
have been educated here. 

'rhe informer (Mr. Joyce) says he saw the boys engaged in "rude play, 
and lounging about without a guide or governor." What does he mean by 
"rude play?" He does not specify. It is a great misfortune that we have 
not the advantage of his superior sympathy for the Indian youth, by point
ing out what he calls "rude play" as unfit for the Indian youth; and, also, 
to have pointed out what play, not rude, he would recommend. The boys 
here indulge in the bodily and athletic plays which my teachers tolerated 
in my boyhood, and no governor or guide was ever considered necessary in 
those plays. Playing baH, running, jumping, playing marbles, prisoner's 
base, and all such, are the "rude plays" in which the Indian youth here 
have indulged, and in no other. We have never permitted the boys to box. 
Since the existence of the school, I have never known more than two or 
three fist fights. Some of these plays before referred to are the "rude 
plays'~ which are condemned; and at other times they indulge in the bo\V 
and arrow. W c have indulged and encouraged these plays, and never 
have considered a guide or governor necessary to teach or control them. 
If it could be ascertained what were considered "rude plays" by Mr. Joyce, 
and what were not "rude," and his ad vice should meet the control of 
those who have the power to direct, we would with pleasure conform. I 
hope it was not intended to make the boys give up these ordinary athldic 
exercises for "sell the thimble," "hide the slipper," "sister Phebe," and the 
like. 

Col. CAvE JoHNSON. 

With great respect, 
RH. M. JOHNSON. 

ScoTT couNTY, KY., 
January 10, 1845. 

SrR: In answer to your request to state all I know about the Choctaw 
academy, and particularly how the boys are treated, I have only to say, 
that, having lived in the vicinity of the ac·ademy from its commencement, 
I have had ample opportunities to become acquainted with its management; 
and, besides, my oldest son completed his Latin studies at this school, 
which, together with my frequent visits, enable me to understand the dis
cipline of the institution. I am well acquainted with all the officers, and 
consider them every way suitable to such an establishment. I have known 
you for many years, and have witnessed your exertions since you have 
been connected with the institution, and particularly since you have been 
at its head, to inculcate mornls, the principles of religion, and the usual 
education to be had in our academies. I have listened to you with pleas
ure when publicly addressing the students, and, among other things, teach
ing them to walk in the path that would lead to happiness here and here
after. I am also well acquainted with Mr. Gardner, the principal teacher; 
and I have no hesitation in saying he is well qualified for his station, both 
as a moral man and a scholar. He has much experience as a teacher, and 
seems suited to teach the Indian youth. :M.r. Rood is also a good teacher, 
and a man of respectable standing. 

With regard to Col. R. M. Johnson , the patron of the school, his course 
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has been that of a kind father to the young Indian ; and this embraces 
everything. 

The buildings are suitable to the purposes to which they are applied, and 
appear to be comfortable. 

Frequently, when business called me to the academy, opportunities have 
offered which enabled me to see the provision issued to the cooks; and it 
was surprising what a large quantity they consumed. It is impossible that 
they have or can suffer from want, judging from the vast quantity both of 
animal and vegetable provisions that is daily prepared for them. I presume 
there is no complaint on that score. 

Their clothing is of the most comfortable kind-pretty much like that 
used by boys and young men in the neighborhood. 

My plantation joins that on which the academy stands; and, in the 
course of my business, I am often brought in contact with Col. Johnson, 
the teachers, the students, and yourself; and this enables me to say that the 
government of the students at this institution is parental. It may be proper 
to state, that, since the reduction of the number of students, a part of the 
houses have been unoccupied, and consequently have a dilapidated appear
ance. 

Very respectfully, 
RICHARD 'rHOMASON. 

To Col. D. VANDERSLICE, 
Superintendent Choctaw Academy. 

I live within a short distance of the Choctaw academy, and I fully con
cur in the above statement of my relative. 

NELSON THOMASON. 

We, the undersigned, live in the vicinity of the Choctaw academy, and 
have from its first location, or at least for twenty years. From personal 
knowledge of the facts, we fully concur with the statement made by Rich
ard Thomason respecting the management of the school and the treatment 
of the students. They are well provided for as to diet, and their clothing 
is good. The officers of the school are respectable, and of good charac
ter, and worthy of confidence. The buildings are better than those used 
by the schools in the country for white children. One of the undersigned 
studied in the academy. 

ELZEY THOMASON. 
JOSEPH THOMASON. 
JOSEPH T. THOMASON. 
'rHOMAS 'rHOMASON. 
ELIAS THOMASON. 
JAMES 'rHOMASON .• 
GRANVILL THOMASON. 
ELSA THOMASON, SEN. 

JANUARY 18, 1845. 
-By the request of Cot R, M. Johnson, I do certify that I have sold to 

him 200 yards of linsey· and jeans of real substantial quality-such as a 
great many of the white men and boys of my county wear for laboring 
clothing. This was purchased for the use of the Indian boys; for I have 
seen them wearing the same goods, which I would say is a very suitable 
article of clothing for them. 
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I do also certify that, for the last year, since Col. Johnson has been at 
home and attending to his o\Yn affairs, I have not been annoyed by the In
dian boys, nor have I heard any complaint in the neighborhood of the kind. 

SANDFORD BRANHAM. 

I am an adjoining neighbor to the colonel, and a manufacturer of woollen 
goods. 

S. B. 

It is the very same clothing that I now have on, and have all the winter. 
RH. M. JOHNSON. 


	Choctaw Academy in Kentucky
	Recommended Citation

	tmp.1516997887.pdf.6jBeh

