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IN MEMORIAM
JOSEPH F. RARICK, 1921-1989

This issue of the American Indian Law Review is dedicated to our
sponsor, Dr. Joseph F. Rarick, who died January 14, 1989. The list
of Dr. Rarick’s accomplishments and honors is long and distinguished.
During World War II he served in Patton’s Third Army. Dr. Rarick
received his bachelor’s degree with highest honors in political science
from the University of Illinois in 1943 and his Juris Doctor in 1948,
also from the University of Illinois. He received his master of law in
1949 and his doctor of science of law in 1956, both from Columbia.

Dr. Rarick came to the University of Oklahoma College of Law in
1953. In 1967 he was named a David Ross Boyd Professor and an Alfred
P. Murrah Professor in 1984. Dr. Rarick was acknowledged as the leading
Oklahoma authority on Water Law and was designated by the state
legislature as Oklahoma’s ‘‘Father of Water Law.”” Dr. Rarick began
his long association with the American Indian Law Review in 1977 as
its faculty adviser. From 1980 until the time of his death he was the
faculty sponsor of the American Indian Law Review.

Dr. Rarick, or “Roaring Joe’’ as he was affectionately known to his
colleagues and students, was one of those rare individuals who was able
to take on ten different projects at once and manage to get them all
done. Despite the hectic pace he maintained he always found time to
explain to a perplexed first-year Property student the significance of the
year 1066, and to debate the ramifications of the foreclosure of mort-
gages of Indian lands under the authority of state courts with his third-
year Indian Land Titles students.

Forever etched in the memories of hundreds of students who have
passed through the doors of the University of Oklahoma College of Law
will be the first time we saw him. For some it may have been in the
Library where our investigation of a mysterious clanging noise led us
to a man resplendent in a white jumpsuit bedecked with silver Indian
jewelry, researching assiduously. For others it may have been when we
saw him riding his Moped up to the Law Center or when we peeked
into his classroom to see where all the noise was coming from.

Those of us who were fortunate enough to have taken one of his classes
will not forget his intense respect and love of the Law that he projected
during his lectures. We who have been lucky enough to have served under
his guidance as staff members of this Review will always remember him
as a champion uf those ideals we have endeavored to promote.

With the passing of Dr. Rarick the profession he so greatly enriched
has lost one of its giants, and we who had the opportunity to learn from
him have lost a teacher and a friend. It is with great humility that we
dedicate this issue of the American Indian Law Review to the memory
of Dr. Joseph F. Rarick. We will miss him.

Kennis M. Bellmard II
Editor-in-Chief
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