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24th ·CONGRESS,
Ist Session.
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Ho. oF

REPS.

SEMINOLE HOSTILITI8S.

JIESSA.GE
FROM THE

PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES,
T RANSl\UTTING

A. supplemental report respecting the causes of the Seminole hostilities,
and tlte measures taken to suppress them.
JUNE

3, 1836.

Referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs.

WASHINGTON,

June 3, 1836.

To the House of Representatives:
I transmit, herewith, a supplemental report from the War Department, in
answer to the resolution of the House of Representatives of the 21st ultimo,
calling for information respecting the causes of the Seminole hostilities,
and the measures taken to suppress them.
·

ANDREW JACI{SON.

WAR DEP.\RTl\'IENT, June 3, 1836.
1 have the honor to· lay before yon reports from the Commissary General of Subsistence, and the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, in further com·
pliance with the resolution of the House of Representatives of May 21st,
and in accordance with the intimation in the letter from this Department
to yourself of May 26th.
It is believed that these papers, with the documents heretofore transmitted, embrace the information possessed by this Department respecting the
causes of the Seminole difficulties, and the measures taken to suppress
them.
Very respectfully,
.
Your most obedient servant,

C. A. HARRIS,
Acting Secretary of War.
To the PREsiDENT of the United States.
Blair & Rive!', printers.

[ Doc. No. Q71. ]
WAR DEPARTMENT,

Office Indian Aflairs, June 3, 1836.
SIR: I have the honor to transmit copies of correspondence in this
upon the subject of Seminole affairs, in further answer to the resolution
the Hous~ of Representatives of the 21st ultimo.
Very respectfully,
· Your obedient servant,

ELBER'r HERRTNG.

C. A.

Esq.
Acting Secretary of l'Var.

HARRIS,

[Extract.}

""VV AR DEPARTMENT,
Office Indian Affairs, May 13, 1836.
"SIR: I am instructed by the Secretary of "\Var to acknowledge the
c2ipt of your letter of the 12th ultimo with the enclosed report.
"lt is undArstood from your report that the negroes, claimed by Jo_hn
ton, rightful1y belong to Econchattamico, and that they have been
from him wrongfully by Robinson, . against whom two indictments
been found.
· "l am instructed to say, in order to prevent any misapprehension, that
legal proceedings that are in£tituted, must be c6nsidered and conducted
they would be against a citizen of th~ Territory for a similar offence;
that the expenses will not be properly chargeable to the Indian
ment."
,- - -.
ExECUTIVE OFFicE,

.

Tallahassee, Florida, Aug. 4, 1832.
SIR: l have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of
15th ultimo, enclosing a copy of a communication from the War
ment to Colonel Gadsden, relating to the purchase of ·the lands
Appalachicola Indians, &c. Colonel Gadsden is daily expected
city, and I hope he may be able to go on, and fully consummate the
ness he has hitherto so faithfully and successfully transacted. If,
he should not be able to prosecute it farther, the instructions of the
ment will be obeyed by me to the best of my. ability.
'
I am, &c.
WILLIAM P. DUV
Hon. LEwrs CAss,
Secreta1·y of T'Var.
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OF FLORIDA, TALLAHASSEE,

January 20, 1834.
SrR: . In pursuance of your instructions of the lOth instant, I imme-

diately set out to visit the bands of Indians on the Appalachicola river.
On my way I met the northern stage, with the Indian boy we expecte-d
fi·om Washington city a passenger. On my arrival at l\1ount Vernon, I
was informed that the other five boys from the Choctaw academy had preceded me a few hours, on their \vay to the sub-agent, which determined
me to change my ptevious intention of visiting the lower or Blountstown :
first, as I was desirous to make an impression on the parents favorable' to the
proP.osedreturn of their children to the academy in Kentucky, before a settled
opposition to that proposition could be matured. Pursuant to that object, I
visited Vacca Pichassie's reserve, and despatched runners to summbn the
interpreters, John Blunt, Davy Elliott, and Econchattamico, to meet me
there on the succeeding day: as that was. the most convenient point any
where near central. I could not prevail on Blunt to let his son, with two
other boys, who are subject to his and Davy Elliott's control, return to
school. Relative to Vacca Pichassie~s son, and the two other boys from that
chief's town: I had but little difficulty. By addressing to Vacca Pichassie
and Econchattamico arguments which I thought best calculated for effect: I
readily interested them, and, aided by them, finally succeeded in obtainingthe original number sent from the Seminole or Florida Indians to the institution in Kentucky. I should much n~gret the return from school of the
boys \vho are now on their way back to Kentucky, were it not for the
strikingly happy effect which their presence and improvement produced
upon the Indians generally, especially the parents and friends of the boys,
exciting very favorable impressions of the parental kindness of the Government, and the importance of education.
On delivering- Blunt's son to him, witth the other boys connected with
his band, I told him. that, as the Government had incurred considerable
expense and tronble to leave him without a pretext for further delay, he
would not be indulged in any unnecessary delay of the departure of himself and band for their intended new abode; and I called upon him to assign
an early day for the commencement ·of his emigration. I expect his arrival
here in the course ·of this and the ensuing week, to consult with you and
myself relative to conclusive arrangements connected with his intended
emigration, at which time, according to an expressed understanding, his
family, property-, and people, will be ,on their way down the Appalacli.icola
river and bay, to a designated point where I am to meet them, for the purpose of carrying the stipulations of the treaty with him and Davy Elliott
into full and final effect.
In addition to the round sum of $13,000, the United States stipulated to
pay to them a certain portion of the annuity due, or to fall due, to the
Florida Indians. I have no funds within my control applicable to the
latter object. Deeply impressed by information derived from Judge Pope,
the sub-agent, and fr0m other sources, I am compelled to fear that a systematic plan is matured . to rob Blunt on his passage. The sub-agent
informed me that the ,lawless freebooter Stafford, who robbed Blunt sometime ago, has been heard to say that Jllunt should not escape with his life
and money ; and the sub-agent, with others, express a cor~ent belief that
such an attempt will be made. The deep impression on .I::S uht's ·mind that
the attempt will be made, induces, in part, his intended visit to you, in thr
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hope that you will be able to afford him some protection until he reaches
point beyond the region of danger.
Blunt and Elliott stipulated for the removal of two hundred and
six persons. Of that number some have died, some have fled to the
and Seminole nations, while there are some, I fear, who will give us
trouble before we get them off. Out of these facts arises a question '
I beg leave to submit to your ·excellency. Bearing in mind that a vwn•hnT~
of the thirteen thousand dollars which the Unit€d States stipulated to
to Blunt and Elliott, (three thousand dollars of which- was paid at the
elusion of the treaty, and ten thousand to be paid when they commen
removing,) was in consideration of the relinquishment of their reserve
the United States, what proportion of the whole amount shall be paid
them? Justice, it seems to me, requires that the whole amount of the
of the land, as estimated at the conclusion of the treaty, (which
Gadsden informs me was six thousand dollars,) should be paid to
on their removal the United States will come into immediate and
puted possession ; and as death has more effectually relieved the Un
States from the incumbrance of those who died than the comrneilC€:men•
of their emigration were they living could possibly do, it seems to me
no deduction should be made for them. If I am right in this, then
only and true question is, shall a dedilCtion be made from the
·
seven thousand dollars for those who have fled to the Creek and ~eJmuwlt)JI
nations, in the proportion they bear to the two hundred and fifty six?
me the favor to advise me upon the subjecL
·
You are aware that a claim adverse to Econchattamico's, has been
hibited for a considerable number of slaves now in that chief's po:~sel~SIODII
and that the question of right has, in pursuance of instructions from
Department of Wnr, been referred to Judge Cameron. The question
still pending, and yet the impatient avarice of the adverse clan·nm1tSII
prompts them frequently to disturb the old chief in his possession
slaves in question. I was informed by the sub-agent, that b<:;ol1!chaLttat•
mico sent a runner for him not long since, that he immediately rep1rure•
to the old chiers town, where he arrived in the night, and found
dians and negroes greatly excited and in arms, and that very soon
after, Vacca Pechassie, with fifteen or more of his warriors in arms, arri
for the purpose of aiding in resistai1ce of a threatened violent attempt
force the slaves out of Econchattamico's possession." Persons in
in the adverse claim were frequently seen hovering about the reserve,
the chief was informed that attempts had been made to bribe cmnrr1ande11
of steam-boats on the river to aid in accomplishing the eapture of the sla
but that, to the credit of those commanders, they refused to lend their
to such a purpose.
Econchattamico inf'Orrned me, when I visited
town a few days ago, that the principal adverse claimant, Col. Milton,
there not more than thirty minutes before my arrival. Under such
cumstances, I could but approve the order given by the sub-agent to
chattamico, to defend his property by force, should a violent attempt
made to arrest it from him, but to be very cautious not. to commit
wanton aggression. Econchattamico asked me what could be done
secure him and his property against such threatenP-d aggressi<>n 1 I
much 'pains in portraying to him his situation. I pointed to the.river
tahooche~, for~jng the ea.stern boundary of his r-eserve, .1:eminded him
a step from his- reserve on the water w~uld land him in Georgia;
'-"VJ.VU"I·
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twelve or fifteen miles north of his reserve would reach the State of Alabama, ci.rcumstanc~s very favorable_ to the objects of his enemies, as by
getting the negroes on the w~ter, they could baffie all pursuit, by alternately landing on .the Alabama shore and re-embarking on the river, and
thus elude the authority to arrest them from one or the other of those
States. That although I could not recall the order given by the sub-agent,
authorizing him to defend by force his property, when violently assailed,
as I considered that a reasonable and natural right, yet it must be obvious
to him, that if an affray should occur, resulting in loss of life, that it would
be very difficult, under the circumstances by which he is surrounded, to
justify himself in a court of justice, so as to avoid a forfeiture of his reserve
·
· according to the terms of the treaty.
That a decision of the court in his favor on the question of claim, (and
there seems to be no doubt of that, as the q11estion is already settled by the
decision in Mrs. Cook's case,) will afford him but limited protection, if the
adverse .claimants are resolved, as they seem to be, to gain possession of the
slaves, right or wrong. That, for the purpose of arriving at a safe conclusion as to the plan best calculated to relieve him from anxiety and secure
his rights, he ought to bear in mind that, according to the terms of the
treaty, he, with his people, will, in three years from the date of the treaty,
be subjected to the jurisdiction of the Territory, and that all other protection will then be withdrawn from them, unless he should determine, before
the expiration of that period, to relinquish his reserve, and emigrate with
the Seminole Indians beyond the Mississippi river. '1~hat if he, with his
people, should remain on his reserve beyond that period, it was not difficult for him to imagine what his fate will be with no other protection than
will be afforded by the laws of the Territory, as often administered by his
white neighbors who may feel that they have an interest which conflicts
with his rights, when he reflects that, aided as we now are hy the laws of
the Territory, the superintendent and agents of Indian affairs cannot effectually protect him. I told him that he knows I am his friend ; that it is my
official duty to protect the rights of the Indians, a duty which I labor to pexform punctiliously, especially because the best feelings of my heart prompts
me to do so, and that I will afford him all the protection in my power ; but
that, situated as I am, my point of location, the agency in the Seminole coun- ·
try, remote from him two hundred and fifty miles, and much of my time absent under instructions on business connected with my office, it is utterly
out of my power to afford him that protection which my inclination prompts
me to afford, and which his perilous situation requires. TJrtt were he with
his people at or near the agency, he would be safe ; for it~ at any time,
his negroes, -ar a part of them, /should be forced off, he ·would have my aid
when at the agency, and the aid of Captain Graham and the troops at
Camp King to pursue them, and that, under such circumstances, the arrest
of the intruders would be inevitable, as in any direction from the agency,
except seaward, the Territory extends more than one hundred miles.
That I was not authorized to make even these suggestions, by any thing
but a sense of duty, and with a view to his protection ; and that I knew of
no place so likely to afford him efficient protection. That I would leave
him to reflect upon the importance of surrendering his reserve to the
Upited States and removing immediately to the . neighborhood of the
agency, under stipulations to emigrate with the Seminole Indians. That
if he should conclude to do so, let me know as quick as possible, as then~
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was no time to lose, and I wouid write to the Secretary of War upon
the subject. He replied that he saw my suggestions were reasonable, and
knew them to be well founded. . That he had confidence in me, and was
satisfied that J am a friend to him and and his people. That he was glad
I had presented the subject to him, for that he had already began to think
that his only safety was in removal. That the great difficulty was, re-. ·
moving at this late period of the yea.t, as py the time he could reach the
agency and get land cleared to cultivate, it would be too late _to plan~ ; and
that he was apprehensive that he would be harassed qy his enemies, on
his journey, unless he should be well protected. I told him then that I
bad, as I was informed by you, the right to use the plantation connected
with the agency for my personal benefit; that you had promised me the
privaege of returning to Georgia for the purpose of moving my family to
the agency in time to make a crop;. but apprehensive as I was compelled
to be, of the great danger he was in of losing his property; if he would
;"'come to the conclusion to make the arrangement, and the Government
should sanction it, I would give up to him and his people the plantation at
the agency, containing two hundred, and perhaps more than two hundred
acres· of good land, which would enable him to make a good crop, and
that I ·would remain and personally superintend his removal, provided
a proper allowance should be made to me. He then expressed much
anxiety for me to address his people upon the subject. I told him that I
expec;ted to be in his neighborhood again in a few days, and would then
comply with his request; and I impressed on him the importance of so
managing the matter as not to let an idea get abroad that he was thinking
of removing, for it might have the effect to induce his opponents to make a
desperate atterr'1pt to get possession of his property.
With the foregoing facts I submit to your excellency the propriety of immediately writing to the Department of W nr for definite instructions upon
the subject. By the treaty the chief has the right to surrender his reserve,
and claim of the United States $3,000 at any time within the·three years, and
he. has the additional right to hold in perpetuity. The question ~hence
arises, what shall be given him, in addition to his $3,000: as a considera~
tion for his relinquishment of his reserve, which will include a surrender
of the latter right'] On the subject of compensation it would have heen
improper for :mB to have made a suggestion to him; I was therefore silent
upon that point. If the present opportunity is to be made available, l submit
to you that there is not a day to spare.
Should we succeed with Econchattamico, Vacca ·Pechassie will, ere
long-, follow in his train.
The eight Indian boys· which I have selected for the Choctaw academy,
with the five horses and trappings used in the transportation of the Indian
boys who have recently arrived from Kentucky, are here subject to your
order. Mr. James Henderson, \yho accompaNied the boys from Kentucky,
is also with me.
I have the honor to be,
Very respectfully,
Your excellency's ob't serv't,
WILEY THOMPSON.

Agent for Florida Indians.
His Bxcellei1ey WM. P. DuvAL •.
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FLORIDA, SEMINOLE AGENCY,
'
December 21, 1833.
John Winslet, a white. Ulan, "citizen of the creek nation, west of-the Mississippi, qut for some months past located· in the Seminole nation, in the
transaction of business, makes the following statement on oath.
That having started in pursuit of thre~ negroes, which have been lately
seen in this nation, who lately ran off from Mr. James A. Everett, of Georgia, and having arrived in the neighborhood of Tampa Bay, he was there,
told that it would not be safe to pursue them much farther without force;
that a band of desperadoes, runaways, murderers, and thieves (negroes
and Indians, a majority runaway slaves) are located on an island thought to
be .southeast frorn Charlottes Harbor, the island said to be about a mile in
length.
'l.,his information he received from Indians and negroes who said they
had seen the settlem::mt, and they had no doubt that the negroes alluded to
had gone to that settlement. That the informants of said vVinslett added,
that there is another settlement of lavvless persons (Indians and absconded
slaves) on a creek between :Manatia river and Charlotte's Harbor, some
miles west of the latter.
This settlement, like the other referred to, is without the Indian boundary. He says that he critically understands the Creek language, which is
the language spoken in this nation.
That he Garefully examined his informants, and did not misunderstand
them.
JOHN WINSLETT.
Sworn .to and subscribed before rhe, this 21st day of December, 1833.
AUGUSTUS STEELE, .T. P.

TALLAHASSEE, January 1, 1834.
SIR: In obedience to your instructions of the 23d of November last, I
proceeded to the Seminole agency, and took possession of the office, ·with
all the records and papers which I there found deposited.
Informed that the Indians from Blount's ·and Davy's towns, who were
included in the stipulations by which those chiefs and their band are bound
to emigrate, were with Fuece Lusta Hajo, a chief of the Seminole tribe,
a.ncl that the Indians were generally out on their hunting expedition, I set
out from the agency on an excursion through the nation, for the double
purpose of ordering those Indians to return to thmr towns on the Appalachicola, in time to emigrate with Blount and Davy, and to impress on the
Indians generally, and the chiefs especially, the necessity of early preparation for their contemplated removal to the west, (as instructed by you) as
well as to ascertain more satisfactorily the temper of the Indians relative to
their intended emigration, with their present general condjtion.
I met Fuece Lusta Hajo at Tampa Bay, to whom I explained the propriety and necessity of his ordering the Indians from Blount's and Davy's
towns, who were then with him, ba'c k to their towns. He manifested a
temperate and respectful reluctance to do so, as one of them is his brother.
I made him u.:.1derstand that I properly appreciated the natural sentiment
w?ich would dispose him to indulge his_brother, but that his brother, having

s.
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assented to the treaty, was bound by it, and that I called upon him to act
not as a man, but as a chief ; and that if he was not capable of acting up
to the dignity of his station, he was unfit for it. That as, in all things, he
required of the President a strict compliance with his ·promises, so I, as
agent" for the Indians, under the President, required of him a prompt and
faithful discharge of his duties as a chief. He told me it should be ~one.
I saw but few of the chiefs or Indians, as they were generally out hunting. To the extent of my opportunity, I urged the necessity of their mak·
ing early preparations for their removal. I am informed that many of them
(including the principal ch\ef Miconuppe) are opposed to their contemplated
Temoval. Many, including the Chew Cochatta and Peas creek Indians1
are favorable to the proposed emigration. Others it Is thought hesitate to
decide in favor of emigration, because they dread consequences personal to
themselves, which, as it is said, have been threatened by those the most
hostile to their removal.
~he principal causes which operate to cherish this feeling 1 hosti1e to emigration, are first, the fear that their reunion with the Creeks, which wiH
subject them to the government and control of the Creek national council,
will be a surrender of a large negro property, now held by those people, to
the Creeks, as an antagonist claimant. Secondly, the influence which the
traders, whiskey dealers, and swindlers, hovering on, and all round the
Indian border, have acquired and exert over the poor deluded Indians.
These illicit traders calculate upon the improvidence of the Indian. They
know that he will exchange his last grain of corn for whiskey, and when
the results of his honest labor are thus exhausted, some of them, as I am
told, encourage him to steal, by purchasing from him cowhides with the
brands cut out; and to swell their disg1·aceful profits, their grasping avarice 1
and the convenience of pond water, tempts · them to make two barrels of
whiskey out of one. They are thus reaping a golden harvest: which will
be blasted by the removal of the Indians. Hence, their efforts (jf any) to
excite Indian hostility to emigration.
·
A third cause of hostility to emigration, is the influence which it is said
the negroes, the very slaves in the nation, have over the Indians. The
negroes are more provident than the Indians. They not only often feed
the hungry Indian, but having the means, they introduce by stealth into the
11ation, sometimes c,onsiderable quantities of whiskey, which enables them.
while they derive a profit froin the sale of it, to gratify the vitiated and
intemperate appetite of the Indian.
This gives them a controlling influence over him. They a:re opposed to
the emigration of the Indians, because the peculiar character and localities
of the country 7 eminently favors their claridestine traffic, and because they
therefore imagine their condition will not be bettered by the change.
I am informed there is a settlement on an island not far southeast of
Charlottes harbor, composed of negroes, Indians, and Spaniards; a lawless.
motley crew; and that there is a similar settlement on the main, in the
section of cotJntry connected with that harbor, in relation to which I enclose
·you the affidavit of John Winslett. These settlements, it is supposed, are
composed of runaway slaves and refugees from justice, who may well consider a maintenance of the Semil1ole tribe 7 in its preseut location, their
greatest and perhaps only security against apprehension.
Und<:r such circumstances, it is but reasonable to suppose that they leave
nothing unattempted to induce the Indians to oppose etnigration. They
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form; perhaps, a medium of intercourse between the clandestine Spanish
trader, from the island of Cuba, and the Indians, which is calculated to
give those lawless bands an imposing influence over the Indians. This
may therefore be considered a fourth cause of the hostility of the Indians
to emigration.
·
.
The Creek Indian claim to -negroes now in the posse:;;sion of the Semi~
nole Indians, which is supposed to be the first cause of hostility to the emigration of the latter tribe, grow·s out of the treaty of 1821, between the
United States and the formei·. The United States, by that treaty, stipulated
to pay to citizens of Georgia, a sum not exceeding $250,000, (part of the
consideration for territory ceded by that tribe to the United States,) in satisfaction of the claims of those citizens against that tribe, for property destroyed
and captured or carried away by thf>se Indians, prior to the year 1802.
Thes~ claims were, by commissioners appointed on the part of Georgia
and the negotiating Indians, referred by agreement to the adjudication of
the President of the United States; and the Georgia commissioners relinquished all claims of citizens· of Georgia against that tribe. The President, in the adjudication of these claims, adopted a rule of construction,
which rejected all claims founded upon the destruction of property, with
the claims for the increase of slave property and interest,notwithstanding
the agreement dearly providing- for an allowance of claims for property
destroyed. Under the operation of the rule of construction alluded to, a
sum very little exceeding- $100,000 was allowed to' the Georgia elaimants,
leaving a balance of the ~$250,000, of near $150,000. Georgia insists upon
an allowance of those claims, which, as a Representative of that State, I
h~ve often urged, and still think were improperly rejected. The Creek
tnbe of Indians have, in form, claimed that balance as due to them, and
notwithstanding the question is still un,iecided by Congress, they have an
agent now in the Seminole country, urging the claim of the Creeks to negroes, or their decendants, which formed a part of the consideration, for
which the Creeks consented to pay the $250:000 to the Georgia claimants.
As it would be difficult, not to say impossible, to prove tnat the negroes
claimed by the Creeks, now in possession of the Seminole Indians, are the
identical negroes, or their decendants, forming in whole or in part, the consideration for which the allowance of something upwards of $100,000 of
the fund of $250,000 set apart by the treaty, has already been made by the
President, I cannot conceive that the Creeks can be supposed to have a fair
claim to them.
It seems to me important, that Congress should decide the question of
claim made by Georgia; and if the result shall be (as it is apprehended it
will be) that the claims of the citizens of Georgia are finally allowed according to the agreement, and the balance of the $250,000 applied, as it
would be, to their final payment, then the-Creek nation might, with some
grace, prefer a claim to any negroes or their descendants, which formed a
part of the consideration for which the $250,000 shall have been paid.
Even in that case the identity of the negroes should be proved; and still
there would remain a question to be settled, whether the Creek Indians
have not, according to their laws or customs, conceded to the present
holders of those negroes, or their ancestors, the right to possess them.. I
therefore submit to your excellency, not only the importance of some final
action of Congress upon the question, but the policy of conclusively quieting the Creek claim, so as to leave these indians forever at rest upon the

10 '
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subject. Should this be thought expedient, permit me to suggest the pro·
priety of so connecting the compromise with the emigration of this tribe,
as to operate as an additional inducement. To counteract the second cause
of hostility to emigration, and correct the evil thence arising to the Indians,
I have submitted to the Department of War, the project of a law to be
passed by the Legislative Council of the Territory; and if approved, I have
requested that it be transmitteq with such corrections as the Department
may sugge~t to your excellency, or myself, in time to "IDe presented to the
counciL at their next annual session: but the arrivals of the mail at the
agency' are so irregular, and so far bet\~een·,. that I, after writing, brought
the communication with me to this place, as being the plan most likely to
give it a speedy conveyance. It is hoped, however, that an answer may be
received in time. There were some .two or three prosecutions instituted in
Alachua court against individuals, charging a violation of a law of the
Territory, prohibiting the sale of intoxicating liquors to Indians. . On my
way to this place I arrived at Newnansvme on the day that the court should
have commenced its session, where I remained the greater part of two days,
in the hope that the court might be induced to dispose of those prosecutions. I was the more anxious they should be disposed of immediately, because I found an opinion prevailed, that in the enactment of that law, the
council transcended its powers, and had trenched upon fh.e rights and
power of Congress. I therefore considered it all important that the validity
of the act should be tested; and if sustained, examples under it given to
the public: if set aside, then look to Congress for efficient restraints upon
the licentiousness of the white inhabitants upon the Indian border.
I was constrained to come on to this place, as your instructions required
me to be here by this day, and the judge not having arrived before I left, I
am u_nable to form a conjecture as to ,the· issue of 'the prosecutions alluded
to. If the decision of the court._ invalidates the act, (which I think barely
possible) the impropriety of a submission to the council of the projet,
which I have suggested, will no longer be . a question. If the decision· of
the court sustains the act, thereby justifying a submission of the new project to the council, that body may hesit!.lte to adopt it. I regret; therefore,
that I have, inadvertently, left behind me a copy of that new plan which I
did intend to enclose herewith, for the purpose of submitting to your excellency, whether or not it will be good policy, in either case, to ask of Congress the aid of an enactment embodying the restraints provided in tbat
plan. \iVithout the aid of some such enactment, it appears to me to be
utterly impossible to suppress the disgraceful and disastrous traffic complained of,as there are but few settlers on, or near the Indian ,boundary,
and a majority of therri engaged in the traffic. On the Indian boundary
running parallel with the gulf coast, there are no settlements. There are
none between that boundary and the coast. There are many secluded in·
lets through that part of the coast into the Indian country, by which tbe
lawless trader can, and I am told often does, enter the Indian country.
Does the agent possess the power to order white persons out of the nation
for misconduct? If he does, why may he not exert the same power over
free persons of color, other than Indians and mixed bloods? Have they
greater rights in the nation than white persons? If not, has the agent the
power to order such out of the nation for misconduct? If he has, and the
proposed project should become a law, the third cause of hostility among
the Indians to emigration, may be thereby removed.
,·
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The removal of the fourth cause, if it does exist, can be effected by
means which the War and Navy Departments can ~nost aptly suggest.
I herewith submit to you copies of two receipts given by my predecessor
to two individuals acknowledging a balance. due them respectively, from
the Government, accompanied by a certificate acknowledgir1g the. claim of
a third, for . the hire of horses used in the transportation of the exploring
delegation, for your instructions _and advice.
About this timy a quarter salary falls due to the blacksmith, striker, and
interpreter. There are no public funds in my control, flpplicable to that
object.
The prosecutions, to which I have alluded above, were instituted by Capt4in William Graham, in command at Camp King, during the absence of ·
my predecessor from the agency. The district attorney was then absent
from the Territory, and Captain Graham (as I think) wisely judging it of
great importance, that the act of the council should ,be fairly tested, and, if
possible, sustained, employed Judge Smith to aid the prosecutions for a fee
of twenty-five dollars. I can not doubt that the Department will justify
the course adopted by Captain Graham, by refunding to him that amount.
By the present post office arrangement the mail is due at Camp King,
near the agency, once only in two weeks, and sometimes fails. The faci··
lity of more certain and frequent communication is obviously important.
[ regret to inform you that old Hicks is dead. He died a few days before
I left the agency.
I shall here await your further instructions.
1 have the honor to be,
·
Very respectfully,
'
, Your excellency's ob't serv't,
WILEY THOMPSON,
Agent for ~Plorida lndians.
His Excellency 'VILI,IAM P. DuvAL.

Li.st of copies of letters from Wm. P. Duval to the War Department,
transmitted to Congress, in answer to a call from the House of Representatives, of lVlay 21, 1836.
Letter dated August 4, 1832.
..
March 3, 1833.
"
November 29, 1833.
January 20, 1834,
"
January 26, 1834.
"
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Letters fron~ the liJTar Department ·t~ Governor Duval, trans'Jnitted to
Congress in answer .to a call from the House of fl:epresentatives, of

May 21, 1836.
DATE.

WHO FROM.

June 1, 1832.
July 10, 1832.
July 16, 1832.
August 21, 1832.
March 16, 1833.
February 21, 1834.
February 26; 1834~
March 10, 1834.

Commissioner of Indian affairs
Do.
do.
Acting Secretary of War Do.
do.
Commissioner of Indian affairs
Do.
do.
- Do.
do.
Do,
do.

TALLAHASSEE, March 3, 1833.
SIR: I have the honor to , transmit to you a copy of my letter of 4th
February last, to D. M. Sheffield, Indian sub-agent, and his report on the
subjects mentioned in my letter to him. The outrage committed by some
Indians from Alabama, on the Chief William Blount, has arisen from the
want of a sub-agent on the Appalachicola river. Blount and Cochren, two
chiefs on that river, have sold to the United States the reservations of land
held by them, ar:d the Indians of their towns have sent out an exploring
party beyond the Mississippi to select a place for their future settlement ;
until these people remove, it is absolutely necessary that they and their
property should be protected from injury. This cannot be effectually
accomplished unless they have a sub-agent with them. I have recmp.mended William Pope, Esq. in whoni the Indians have entire confidence,
and, from his standing and intelligence, can afford them ample protection
until they remove) which may be this next fall, or the autumn after, at furthest.
The appointment, therefore, will be but temporary. I have employed the
United States Attorney, John H. Campbell, Esq. to remove the white
intruders from· the Indian lands on the Appalachi~ola river, and to prosecute the lawless white men whose names are reported by the sub-agent.
In directing these measures I trust mv condnct will meet the approval of
the Department, and that the attorney, Mr. Campbell, will receive a fair and
just compensation for his services.
•
I am, &c.

'VILLIAM P. DUVAL.
Ron.

ELBERT HERRING,

Commisioner of t!te Indian Ojjice.

TALLAHASSEE; IKDIAN OFFICE,

February 4, 18-33.
I
SIR: I have received information that the Indian chief, Colonel Blount1
residing on the AppalilChicola river, has been most cruelly and wantonly
abused and beaten, and that some lawless white men (took) violent posses·
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sion of one of the Indian towns, and the land that is reserved on which it
stands by treaty, for the Indians.
This outrage cannot be overlooked ; the white men now in possession of
the Indian reservation must be removed and punished. You will, therefore, c~ll on John K. Campbell, Esq. United States attorney for the middle
district of Florida, for his advice, as to the manner you shall legally proceed
to have these intruders removed and punished. Take from the United
States attorney written directions, which you wi1l carefully and strictly
pursue. The attorney will be allowed, by the Department, a fair and adequate compens~tion for his services in ad vising and prosecuting these
intruders. You will also inquire into and promptly report to me the facts
in relation to the cruel treatment of the Indian chief Blount, and by whom
the outrage was committed ; the names of the white men wlio took forcible possession of the Indian houses and lands, and those who now, remain
on the Indian reservation must also be reported. You will further inquire ,
if any of the chiefs residing on the Appalachicola river, have aided or
given countenance to the inhuman tretttment of Blount.
You will, without delay, proceed to execute the duties assigned to you.
·
I am, &c.
·
WILLIAM P. DUVAL,
.
Super. Ind. A.ff's in Florida.
DAVID 1\lf. SHEFFIELD, Esq.
Sub-agent for the Flor-ida Indians.
TALLAHASSEE, February 23, 1833.
Sm. : In compliance with your orders of February 14tl;l, I have been to
Blount's town, on the Appalachicola river, to inquire into the circumstances .
of the outrage and violence committed upon the person of Col. Blount: &c.
Blount informed me that he was beaten by a small party of Indians from
Alabama: who came down to Davy's town, and claimed Cochran's widow
and her three children as their .kindred, an~ took them away, together with
their cattle, hogs, &c.; they also took with them about twelve of Davy's
young warriors.
The white persons trespassing upon the Indian reserve, are Hugh Ro-binson, Silas Wood, and Jackson Wood, the forrner and the ~atter of whom
have lately committed violence upon the person of several Indians belong~
ing to Blount's town ; and in pursuance to the advice of Jno. K. Campbell,
Esq. United States Attorney for the middle district of Florida, I have
caused Col. Blount to go before the presiding justice of'Fayette county,
and make two affidavits ; the first setting forth the facts of the personal
injury committed, and the other the trespass upon the ·land within the
Indian reserve ; upon which affidavits, warrants will issue, and those per·
sons be held to bail, to appear and answer to the next term of the superior
court of Fayette county.
I left notices with the magistrate, to be served by the officer who served
the warrants, directing those intruders to leave the Indian reserve in one
day after the service of the notice ; all of which proceedings are most
respectfully submitted.
Your obedient servant, &c.
·
D. M. SHEFFIELD.
Sub-agent jot the Florida lndians.
To his Excellency WILLIAM P. DuvAL,
Superintendant Indian Affairs.
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ONE HUNDRED DOLLARS REWARD.

Proclamation, by the Acting Governor of Florida, and Acting Superintendent of Indian Affairs therein:
·
Whereas, Philip Oaks and George Stafford, of Fayette county, stand.
charged on oath, with having, on or about the night of the 30th of April,
1833, unlawfully trespassed and intruded upon the reserve of Colonel John
Blunt, head chief of the Indian town lola, reserved to him by the United
States, in the treaty of Camp Moultrie, and with having burglariously entered and broke into the house of said Blunt, in said county, and feloniously took therefrom about seven hundred dollars in bank notes and specie,
and also goods and wearing apparel of said Blunt, of the value of about
three hundred dollars. And whereas, said Oaks and Stafford having been
arrested on said charge, were, on failure to give bail, ordered to be committed to jail by a justice of the peace of said county, on said charge, and
having, while in chatge of the officer conducting them to jail, forcibly
broke and escaped from his custody, and being now running at large, as
has been represented to me:
Now I do hereby offer the aforesaid reward of one hundred dollars for
their apprehension and delivery in any safe j ail of this rrerritory, for trial
on said charge. And aU magistrates, peace officers, and all good citizens,
are earnestly enjoined to aid in the · apprehension and safe keeping of said
Oaks and Stafford, to answer to the same.
Given under my hand, at the city of Tallahassee, this first day of June,
1833, and of the independence of the United States, the fifty-seventh year.·
JAMES D. WESTCOTT, Jnnr.
Act. Gov. LJ'" Act. Superintendent Indian A.ffo,irs in Florida

TALLAHASSEE, INDIAN OFFICE,

Novem,ber 23: 1833.
SIR: You will proceed from this place to the agency immediately, and
take possession of the same, and all the books, &c. papers i11 relation to
Indian affairs.
It would be proper to impress on the chie£~ the necessity of preparing, on
their part, to execute the treaty lately made.
1
The Indians belonging to Blount's and Davy's towns, who have gone
down in the Seminole nation, must be ordered back to their respective
towns to emigrate with their chiefs.
It will be important that you should attend to the emigratiou of the In- dians residing on the Appalachicola river, and after you have done what the
situation of the business of the agency demands, you will report yourself
here to the superintendent by the first of January next, when you, will receive furth()r instructions.
When ordered from your agency, your expenses not to exceed $3 per
day while in actual employment.
·
·
,I am, respectfully,
Your obedient servant,
·
WM. P. DUVAL.
General wILEY rrHOMPSON,
Agent for the Florida Indians.
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ExECUTIVE OFFICE,

Tallahassee, November 29, 1833.
SrR: The communication from the Department, of the 31st ultimo, has
been received. Having been present at the treaty made with Blount and
Davy, I recollect that the sum of 300 dollars was stipulated to be paid to
them, and I believe the commissioner did pay the amount, for the purpose
of bearing' the expense of an exploring party in the fall of 1832, or winter
of 1833, who undertook to find some other country, out of the limits of the
United States, as the future residence for the Indians belonging to the
towns of Blount and Davy, on the Appalachicola river. Since my return
home, I have been made i?-cquainted, by Mr. Westcott, the acting Governor,
with the course he pursued in executing the treaty referred to. It appears
that Blount, in May last, agreed to leave the United States by the 20th of
July following, but before the time fixed for his departure arrived, he gave
notice to the acting Governor, that he would not get off as he had promised,
.
and set up a number of excuses.
He alleged, his son and the other Indian "boys, at the school in Ken. tucky, could not be left behind, that his Indians had run a\vay: and refused
to go with him, &c. &c. The Department, as I .a m informed, have been
fully advised of all the particulars: since then, Mr. Westcott has been constant in his efforts to get them off, and has, I am happy to learn, finally
succeeded in getting them again to agree to remove from the country in
ten days after the arrival of the buys from Kentucky, and I hope that the
Department will direct that all the boys shall immediatelybe sent to Appalachieola, Blount's town. Exercising that discretion which was confided to
him, Mr. Westcott, to promote the emigration of the Indians, after consult-·
ing with the agent, Gel'leral 'rhompson, and the sub-agent, Mr. Pope, made
a further advance to Blount and Davy, of $1,500. I am not aware of any
thing that can be do:p.e, nor can l, at present, suggest any course different
from that pursued by the acting Governor, and which he submitted to the
Department as being better calculated. to effect the speedy execution of the
treaty.
rrhe Legislature of the Territory commences its session the first l\'londay
in January next. The Executive will not have it in his power to leave the
seat of Government for some time, The agent, General Thompson, who
is now at his post, has received orders to return to this place by the first of
January next, to attend. to the execution of the treaty, and to enforce such
orders or instructions as th.e Department shall give to the superintendent.
rrhe most prompt attention will be paid to any instructions give11 by the
Department, and every thing which the superintendent can do to meet the
views of the Government will most cheerfully be done.
I believe every particular in the instructions of the 31st ultimo, has been
performed by Mr. Westcott before its receipt, but they will again be rspeated if necessary. In regard to the robbery of Blount, he, by the advice
of Mr. 'Vestcott, had previously· appointed a Mr. Bell, as his attorney, to
collect his evidence, &c. which, in addition to that previously tran~mitted
by Mr. vVestcott, wil1, I understand, he forw~trded to the Department in
time for the action of Congress.
.
I am satisfied: from what Mr. Westcott. says, no delay will take place on
that ground. I trust the arrival of the Indian boys will not be delayed.
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I have the honor to enclose a copy of my instructions to the agent, Gen.
Thompson, of the 23d instant.
I am, respectfully,
·
Your obedient servant,
W:M. P. DUVAL.
ELBERT HERRING, Esq.
Cmnm.issione1· of h~dian A.ff'airs, Washington.

TALLAHASSEE, INDI AN OFFICE,

January 20, 1834.
SIR: 'I'he Indian boy, named in your letter of the 13th ultimo, arrived

here a few days since by the stage, and the next morning he was sent home
to his parents, under the care of,sub-agent Sheffield.
.
Th.e agent: General Thompson, had left this place three days before the
boy's arrival, with a copy of your letter of the 13th ultimo, to procure the
Indian boys · from the academy in Kentucky. Since the agent's departure
from Tallahassee, he has written to me, announcing that the other five
boys had been sent home from Kentucky, and were at the Appalachicola
towns.
The person who came with them will be employed to take other boys
back _to Kentucky immediately. vVhen General ThoiP.pson returns I will _
draw on the Department for such sum as may be necessary for the clothing
and expenses of the boys, and the person who shall take them in charge.
I do not like to draw on the Department, and hope, in future, when funds
·are required here, they will be remitted in a check on the Banl\: of New
Orleans.
·
I have the honor to transmit, herewith, the report .of the agent, General
Thompson, which deserves the attention of the Department. That there
are collections of runaway slaves, and Lndians who are outlaws from their
nation, ther~ is no doubt. This was known to me as far back as the year
1828 ; and in my communications to the then Secretary of War, the ~ub.·
ject was pressed upon the Department, but no action was ever ordered on it.
If it is the intention of the Government to remove, under the late treaty,
a part of the Florida Indians, I would suggest the advantage of ordering a
respectable military force, for a time, to Cantonment Brook, at Tampa Bay.
With every precaution and assistance of the Department, the superintendent
and agent will have much difficulty in carrying the treaty into effect. The
traders (not licensed) are constantly interfering with the objects and views
of the Government, using every art 'to alarm the Indians, and deter them
from emigrating. The slaves belonging to the Indians have a controlling
influence over their masters, and are utterly opposed to any change of residence. It will be best, at once, to adopt firm and decided measures, such
1\ts will demonstrate to the Indians the determination of the Government to
see the treaty justly and fairly, but promptly executed. This cannot be
done until the bands of outlaws mentioned in the agent's report are arrested
and broken up, for so long as they are permitted to remain, every Indian
who is unwilling to emigrate will seek their protection and support. I trust
that special instructions will be given to meet any state of things that may
·arise. As the agent is as yet but little known to or acquainted with the
Indians, they may be instigated to rebel against his advice and authol'ity.
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It may not be improper to remark, that all drafts sent to. this superintendency should be on some bank in New Orleans, as they, from our course of
commerce, can readily be cashed, when drafts on Mobile, Charleston, and
Savannah, cannot be disposed of but at a discount, or at the expense of
sending the agent to these points to receive the money.
All drafts will, in future, be handed over to the agent, who is the proper
officer to make the disbursements.
I am, respectfully,
Your obedient servant.
WM.' P. DUVAL.
ELBERT HERRING, Esq.

Commissioner of Indian Affairs.
The draft received a few days since, to meet the expenses of the 4th
quarter of the last year, for this superintendency, did not jnclnde any allowance for acting sub-agent Pope, or for the black and gun smith and
striker, at the agency, or to purchase iron and steel. The amount allowed
for contingent expenses, will not be sufficient to cover the travelling expenses, incurred during the last year by the agent and sub-agent, in the
performance of duties at a distance from their posts. The accounts aceompanying the agent's report, and the increased expenses of the officers 1n
preparing the Indians to emigrate, (if this should take place,) may require
the Department to ask for an additional sum for this superintendency.
WM. P. DUVAL.

TALLAHASSEE, January 26, 1834.
SIR: I have the honor herewith to transmit you a report from the Indian
agent to me, and as it is important the Department should possess accurate
information in relation to the Indians here, I beg leave to call your attention specially to that part o( the- agent's report in which he speaks of the
situation and wishes of Econchattamico, one of the Appalachicola chiefs.
I recommend that he should be removed to. the Seminole agency, as he is
in danger of having property (slave~)' stolen from him, if he continues to
reside at his present home ; his removal will induce the two remaining
· chiefs to follow. him in a short time. I trust that the Department will
enable me to meet the wishes of Econchattamico, and empower me also to
embrace the earliest opportunity to close with the two remaining chiefs, it
they should be willing also to remove to the agency. This would at once
relieve the Department from much trouble and expense, as these Ghiefs on
the Appalachicola river are so far distant from the agency. I have drawn
a draft at sight on the Secretary of vVar, in favor of the Cashier of the
Oentral Bank of Florida, for six hundred dollars, or rather in favor of
General Thompson, the agent, who has transferred the draft to the bank.
I have expressed on the face of the draft · that the fund out of which the
six hundred dollars is to be paid, is that set apart by the treaty of 1823, of
Camp Moultrie, for educating the Indians.
Mr. Henderson, the young gentleman who had charge of the Indian
boys,Jately arrived from the Choctaw Academy, will return with eight
boys by th-~ first opportunity; he will travel by water.
2
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. I will again repeat that it is absolutely necessary, if the Government
contemplate the removal in the present year of that portion of .the Seminole nation at the agency, that have by treaty engaged to emigrate, that
the most decisive course of action should be adopted. It is all important
that at first the Indians may know that the Government is determined on
the prompt execution of the late treaty. I have many reasons to fear that
unprincipled men have been, and are yet secretly, but actively, engaged in
preparing the Indians to refuse a performance of their contTact. The
slaves belonging to the Indians must be made to fear for themselves, before
hey will cease to influence the minds of their masters on this subject. My
own presence and personal .influence may be necessary at the agency,
and I belie-ve that if I could visit the Indian ·towns with the agent, and
introduce him to the most influential Indians, it would be of great service.
Many of the most popular Indians are mere warriors, yet have greater
influence with their town~ than the chiefs. You may be assured that
the first step towards the emigration of these Indians must be the breaking
up of the runaway slaves and outlaw Indians, congregated at two points
in the peninsula. The Legislative Council will soon bring their labors to
a close, when I shilll be ready to render any service that the Secretary of
"\Var may deem necessary.
I am, respectfully,
Your obedient servant, _
WILLIAM P. DUVAL.
ELBERT HERRING, Esq.
Commissioner of Indian Affairs.
DEPARTMENT OF WAR,

Office Indian Affairs, February 26, 1834.
SrR : Your letter of the 24th instant, addressed to the Secretary of War,
has been referred to this office, and in compliance with your request a copy
of Mr. Mattoir's letter, enclosed therein, has been ~ent to the superintendent
of Indian affairs, at Tallahassee~ ·with directions to investigate the case, and
report the facts to the Department. ·
You shall be apprised of the result as soon as his report is received.
I have the honor to be,
Your obedient servant,
ELBERT HERRI~G.
Hon. J. M. 'VHITE, Ho. oj_Reps. U.S.
DEPARTMENT OF WAR,

Office Indian Ajj'airs1 March 26, 1835.
SIR: In answer to your letter of 22d instant, addressed to the President
of the United States, and referred to. this office, I am instructed to state '
that as there appears to be no legal prohibition to the Seminole Indians
selling slaves owned by them, the Department deems it unnecessary to in- terfere in the matter, and give them permission to exercise a rjght which
seems already to belong to them.
·
I am, sir, your obt. servant,

ELBERT HERRING.
Gen. R. K.

CALL,

Tallahasseel Florida.
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Ex·tract of a lette1· from t!te CO'Iwmissioner of Indian . Affairs, to Jmnes
D. Westcott, jr. dated October 2, 1833.
" Your letter of the 1st. ultimo, with its several enclosutes, has been
received.
"According to your recommendation, and conformably t9 the former
practice of the Department il'l similar cases, you will cause the examination
and decision of the conflicting title to the negro slaves, spok~n of in your
letter, to be ~·eferred to the Judge of the District of VVest Florida."

WAR DEPARTMENT)

.
Office Indian Affairs, Oct. 28, 1835.
SrR: I enclose a copy of a letter from the Chief Walker to General
Thompson, complaining of an outrage committed or attempted on his property, and asking the interference of the G,overnment for his protection.
The case seems to be one tha( requires the interposition of the Government, and I have therefore to request that you will take such steps as may
seem best calculated to bring the perpetrator or perpetrators to justice.
General Thompson has been advised of this; determination, and requested
to commnnicate with you on the subject, and to furnish 1 you \vith such
i~formation with regard to witnesses, &c. as he may be able to obtain. I
will thank you to advise me fmm time to time of the proceedings yon may
institute in the case.
·
I have, &c.

ELBERT HERRING.
To

Esq.
United States District Attorneyi Pensacola, Florida.

GEORGE vv- ALKER,

DEPARTMENT OF WAR,

March 8, 1834.

SrR: I have had the honor to receive your letter, transmitting a memo-

rial to the President, from a number of citizens of Florida, comptaininoof
0
the conduct of the Seminole Indians.
The President has returned the memorial to this Department, with
instructions to give the necessary directions to Governor Duval, to have
effectual measures taken to put a stop to these proceedings, and such
instructions have accordingly been given.
·
Very respectfully,
Your obedient servant,
LE1VIS C.A.SS.
To the Hon. J. M. W HI'l'E,
House of Representati·ves, U. S.

DEPARTMENT OF VVAR,

(ljjice Indian A..ffairs, Junf! 4, 183~.
SrR: The agent of John Winslett, attorney for the Creek ~1ation, has
presented a demand on their behalf, that certain negroes alleged by them
to be now in the possession of the Seminoles, should be restored to them
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as the rightful owners. , The ground of the~e demands is, that the value
of the negroes claimed was paid by the United States to citizens of
Georgia, proving in themselves a right of property, out of the money
allowed the Creek nation in the treaty of January 8, 1821, as a consideration for the lands which they then ceded. It would seem that the demand
is well founded in equity, if the above facts are correctly stated; but it is
not competent for the Department, under any existing laws, to enforce satisfaction from the Seminoles. 'ro gratify the claimants, you will investigate
their demands, and if their statements are confirmed, you will endeavor t@
persuade the Seminoles to meet them fairly and promptly, but abstain from
every thing indicative of a disposition to coerce them. No expense must
accrue to the United States from any measures you may take upon this
subject. Should you find the discussion of this matter likely to produce
unkind feeling, and thus interfere with the principal object of reuniting
the two tribes, you will endeavor to obtain the consent of the Seminoles t()
refer the decision to the commissioners who will be appointed under the
late treaty, to liquidate all claims for negroes stolen and property destroyed.
I ttm, sir, &c.

ELBERT HERRING.
To :Major JoHN

PHAGAN,

Indian Agent, £.Yc.

SEMINOLE AGENCY, SeptemlJer 8, 1835.
Your letter of the 12th ultimo has been received.
I informed Col. Gad Humphreys that I had submitted the question of
claim, in contest between him and the Indian woman Gulekeechowa, to
negroes, a part of which is in the possession of the latter, to the Secretary
{)f War for his advice and instructions.
He has left Florida for some point at the north. I do not know to what
point I should enclose to ~im a copy of my lett~r to the Department, as
directed by you to be furmshed to him.
Very respectfully,
·
Your obedient servant,

SIR:

WILEY
Mr. C. A.

THO~IPSON,

HARRIS,

Acting Secretary of War.

SEMINOLE AGENCY, July 19, 1835.
Colonel Gad Humphreys claims two negro boys or men now in
the Seminole nation, and in the possession of an Indian woman by the
·name of Culekeechowa, who urges that they are her rightful property.
During my absence from the agency last summer, these negroes were
recovered by Humphreys, but ran away and returned tothe nation again.
During the session of the council in October last, I demanded these·
negroes of the chiefs: they said,the negroes were the property of Culekeechowa, and that she had never consented to the sale of them. I replied,
that as they had once been given up, I did not feel authorized to go behind
that surrender for the purpose of investigating the right of property, and
-1hat they must be given up again. The negroes have not been given up 7

SIR:
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and the chiefs protest again~ 8.t ~~ender of them : they, \vith several of
the intelligent negroes of t~naljort, give the following history of Humphreys' claim: "A negro girl, by the name of Caty, was owned by the
mother of Culekeechowa. The mother gave Caty to the daughter (Culekeechowa) while yet a girl. 'I'he negro girl Caty took a husband named
Mungo, by whom she had four children--Sally, Nancy, Jim, and Israel.
That before fl.ags were exchanged under the treaty with Spain, during a
time of great scarcity among the Indians, Mungo, the husband of the negro
woman Caty, went to the trading establishment of a man by the name of
Dexter, at a place called Volusia, on the St. Johns river, for the purpose of
obtaining subsistence, where he remained some time, and to which plac
he finally lured his ·wife, the said Caty, and her children. That while
there, the brother and sister of the mother of the said Culekeechowa went
to Volusia, where the said Dexter induced them to sell said negroes to him,
under pretence that they had the right to do so, and that he paia in whiskey
- and goods a trifling consideration, of which the real owner, Cnlekeechowa1never received any part, but called upon the said Humphreys, who was
then agent, to cause said negroes to be returned to her, which he promised
to do. That: subsequently, said negroes were exposed to sale at St. Augustine as the property of said Dexter. The agent attended the sale for the
professed purpose of claiming the negroes for the said Culekeechowa.
That the agent retqrned with the negroes, and stated, that, to prevent their
being carried off to Charleston, he· was obliged to purchase them himself.
That when the boys, Jim and Israel, grew up, and became acquainted with
the history of the case, they returned to their Indian owner."
The woman, Caty, with her two daughters and their children, are in the
possession of the said Humphreys. The Indians say that their consent to
a snrrender of the negroes was extorted from them.
The chiefs insist upon me to lay the whole case before you, and appeal
to you for protection and justice to Cnlekeechowa. They say, that when
by any means a negro or other property belonging to the whites gets into
the possession of the Indians, they have to give it up, or the valne of it is
deducted from their annuity; and that, therefore, \Vhen any of the Indian's
property is improperly retained by a white man, they ought to find protec' tion and redress· somewhere, inasmuch as their dependent condition, and
~their treaties, leave them powerless ; and, in conclusion, they say, thett the
only sonrce to which they can look is through their agent to the GoverP-ment.
It is my duty, perhaps, to state, th~t the swindling practices of Dexte:;1 tQ
l1is intercourse with tha. Indians, are, in this section of the country, quite
notorious. I believe the President has a knowledge of Dexter's character,
obtained while in military command in this country.
I respectfully submit the case to you, and ask your advice and instructions.
·
Very respectfully:
Your obedient servant,
\VILEY THOMPSON.
Hon. LEwis CAss.

[Doq.
SIR: I have just received your l.euiiJI!IiJRh,
represented by Major A. Clark.
During the latter part of the past year ltkjOr Clark informed me, by letter, that he was agent for a Mrs. Hanna, who claims certuin negroes now
jn possession of a Seminole Indian woman, and that evidence establishing
the claim had been submitted, and supposed to be in this office. · I made a
diligent search miiong the files of the office, and found nothing on the sub- /
ject except two or three letters addressed by l\'Iajor Clark to my predecessor,
of which I promptly apprised Major Clark, and stated to him at the same
time, that it would be my duty, and, consequently, my disposition, to act
promptly upon the subject whenever the claim, with accompanying evidence,
should be submitted to me.
Why _Major Clark has, under such circumstances, thought proper to
make application to the Department, which implies a complaint against me,.
I cannot conceive.
I have not yet seen any evidence on-the subject of this claim except that ofwhich you have a copy enclosed. This was furnished to me in support
of the Indian claimant's right to hold the property.
The facts of the case, so far as they have come to my knowledge, appear
to be, that a man, by the name of Reading Blunt, sold Sarah, the negro
woman, ('-vhom, with .her increase, Mrs. Hanna now claims,) to an Indian
for a valuable consideration. This man Blunt was the father of the olaimant, .Mrs. Hanna. It has been represented to me, verbally, that Mrs. Hanna
claims under her father, the said Reading Blunt, by deed of gift. The
afliant, Edward M. Wanton, has been uniformly represented to me as a
man entitled to credit on his oath. The statement of an elderly negro man,
belonging to the Se.minole Indians, corroborates the affidavit ofJYir. \Van ton.
If eviaen-ce should not be adduced to destroy the force of Wanton's affidavit
and the negro's statement, then, while I shall be bound to admit that Mrs.
Hanna, on the exhibition of a legally executed deed of gift from hei father,
of a date anterior to the sale of the negro to the Indian owner·, will be legally
entitled to the property, I shall be decidedly of opinion that she has no equitable Tif{ht to it.
·
I shall at all times be re(ldy to afford promptly to lviajor Clark: or any
other claimant, any facilities in my power to the prosecution of a fair and
equitable claim.
But if the investig-ation of this claim shall result in the establishment of
the facts represent~d in Euward M. Wanton's affidavit, I am sure the Department will not require of me an exertion of such influence as I may
have over the Indians: to induce a surrender of the property in question.
I am, sir, v,e ry respectfully,
Your obedient servant,

'VIL EY rrHOMPSON.
ELBER'f

HERP..c-w, Esq.

Alachua county:
Before me, Charles Waldron, a Justice of Peace in and for said county,
persona1ly appeared Edward M. Wanton, of said county, who, being duly
sworn, deposeth and saith, that about twenty-five · years ago a man by the
FLORIDA TERRITORY,
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name of Reading Blunt, came to Picolata, East 'Florida, and sold Sarah, a
negro woman, to a member of the late chief Bowleg's family, who, I think,
gave forty head of beef steers for the said negro woman Sarah. At that
period it was usual for the Indians to rate all negroes on sale at this rate of
forty head of beef cattle, and that the size and value of the cattle was made
to correspond with the size, age, sex, and value of the slave. That the
largest beef cattle then rated at twenty dollars per head. The negro woman
Sarah was grown.
Deponent fu!ther saith, that Mrs. Hanna, who is now claiming said
Sarah and her Issue, he has alwavs understood was the dauo-hter of said
'='
Reading Blunt, who sold said slave.
EDW. 1\'I. WANTON.
Swor11 to and subscribed before me, this 14th January, 1835.
CHARLES WALDRON, J. P.
I have been acquainted with Edward M. Wanton for four years, and I .
consider him entitled to full credit on his oath.
CHARLES WALDRON, J. P.

FoRT KING, March 31, 1835.
I have been acquainted with Edward Wanton for the last twelve years, .
and o nsi der him entitled to full credit on his oath.
D. L. CLINCH,
Brevet Brig, General, U. 8. Army.

TALLAHASSEE,

Jl!Jay 23, 1836.

SIR: I herewith transmit you a petition of the Indian Chief Conehatta·
mico, to be laid before Congress should you consider that necessary.
Taking forcibly the slaves of this chief, after those men had created an
alarm among the white inhabitants, which resulted in disarming the Indians,
was an outrage weU calculated to rouse them to hostility. 'l"'his alarm was
concerted by these violators of all law, solely with the view of obtaining,
without the danger of resistance, the slaves of the chief. I believe it is
admitted by the inhabitants of Florida who know this chief; that an Indian
of more honesty and generous feeling towards our citizens is not to be met
with in any tribe in the United States.
While I acted as the Governor of Florida, the claim, under the shadow
of which Robinson and W elbourne and others have taken the slaves, was
submitted to my investigation, and after a fnll examination I was satisfied
the slaves justly belonged to the chief, and, of course, the claim of the applicants was rejected. I then informed the claimants they could bring their
snit for the slaves, and if the court should decide they were entitled to re·cover them, they shm1ld be delivered up.
Some suit or process was instituted by the claimants in the superior court
of Jackson county, before the honorable Judge Cammeron, when finding
from the evidence t'lken in the cause, they must be defeated, the pia~ ~~as
resorted to of alarming our citizens, who, for their own safety (as hostilities
then existed with the Seminoles) disarmed the Indians to accompli~h the
capture of the slaves. I have been inforined and believe the report is correct, that Robinson and W elbourne, and ·others concerned in this outrage,
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have speculated largely in the purchase of Indian reservations in the State
of Alabama, and I entertain but little doubt, that great frauds have been
practised on the Indiafl5 in their purchases.
It might be proper for the Department to have a full examination made
of their conduct and purchases before they receive confirmation.
I have no expectation the slaves referred to in the petition will ever be
obtained, as I take it for granted that they have been carried to a great
distance and sold. The chief is an old man, and now destitute of assistance to cultivate his land, and must, with his family, sufter want, if sorpe
adequate remuneration for his loss is not speedily made to him. Colonel
Richard C. Allen and myself, have undertaken, at the solicitation of Conchattamico, to place his case before your Department, with the expectation
that you will either have it acted on by the Department, or, if you deem it
proper, to submit the subject to the action of Congress. Please to acknowledge the receipt of the petition, and apprise us of the direction and disposition you may make of it.
Your answer may be directed to Duval and Allen , Tallahassee.
Respectfully,
, Your obedient servant,
.
WILLIAM P. DUVAL.
Hon. LEWIS CAss,
Secretary of lVar.

APRIL

2, 1836.

The petition of E. Conchattamico, an Indian chief, residing on the Appalachicola river, in the Territory of Florida, to the Honorable the Se.1wte
and House of Representatives of the United States in Cong1~ess
assembled:
Your petitioner states that he is one of the chiefs who entered into a treaty
with the United States in the year 1833, at Camp Moultrie, in Florida, by
which the land he now resides on was secured to him, and the said treaty
gauranteed to him his rights and property, which the United States promised
to protect and secure to him.
Your petitioner states, that about the 1st of March, 1836, while acting
peaceably, and avoiding· all offence towards his white brethren-the
Indian war now prevailing in Florida, occasioned to him and his people
great uneasiness and alarm-evil disposed white men who, as it appears,
were industriously working on the fears and apprehension of the good citizens of Florida, to cause distrust and suspicion t(J attach to your petitioner
.and his innocent people, of bad faith, and treachery, pretending your petitioner and his f!!!w warrjors were ready to join the hostile tribes of Indians
now at war with the United States. These unjust and groundless accusations alarming your petitioner's white neighbors, were made by a set of men~
for the sole purpose of getting your petitioner and his t)eople disarmed for
their own bad and selfish objects, and more particularly that they might,
without danger in his defenceless condition, (for your petitioner did actually
surrender his arms to quiet the apprehension of his white neighbors, and
did alsa send some of his active warriors to aid the United States against
he lawless Seminoles) seize upon and take away his. slaves, of great value;
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and to the number of twenty; all of whon1 were likely young negroes but
two or three, who are hearty . and strong, aged from forty to fifty years1 _
Your petitioner states, that seven of these are likely young men, that they
would command now $1,000 each, and that the whole twenty slaves would
readily bring at least $15,000. Your petitioner states a certain Alexander ·
J. Robinson, and one Col. Willburn, residing in the State of Georgia, forcibly took, and carried away the following slaves: Henry, aged twenty-five
years; Robertson, twenty-four years of age; Dacio, a man, aged thirty jl
Fanny, aged thirty ; Betsey, a girl, twelve years old; Buttler, a negro boy,
eight years old ; Daniel, a boy, two years old; also Tom, aged forty-five;
Wanda, aged forty, and an infant child; Rubin, aged thirty; Nanie, aged
five years; Hannah, aged forty; Jenny, twenty-one; Tenor, fourteen; Ballow, a boy, aged four'teen; Mary Ann, aged five years; Moses, aged twenty-eight; Toney, aged twenty-six, and woman, called Anluza, aged fortyfive; all the slaves were the property of your petitioner,.most of whom were
born in his possession; and the elder ones have been in his possession for
more than twenty years. your petitioner states, that his said slaves have
been forcibly taken out_of this Territory, by the said Robinson and Wellburn, and others, whose names are unknown to your petitioner, and _he
fears those his slaves have -sold, so that he cannot recover them. Your
petitioner further states, that the grand jury of Jackson county, in this
Territory, at the present March term of the superior court, have returned
several indictments n.gainst the said Robinson, Willburn and others, as true
bills, for robbery andlarceny; but as all the offenders have run. off into the
States, there is but little hope that they will be arrested and brought to punishment. Your petitioner, therefore, prays that Congress will indemnify
him for the loss of his slaves, and for the injriry he has sustained; and that
a sum sufficient to cover his loss may be appropriated by Congress, to be
paid your petitioner, according to the report which may be made by the
honorable judge of the western district of Florida, whom he prays may
be authorized to take testimony, and assertain the amount or the value of
said slaves; and your petitioner, as in duty bound, will ever pray, &c.
his
E. CONCHA TrrA x MICO.
mark
Witness,
JoHN BIRD, Justice of the peace for Jackson county.

The affidavit of William S~ Pope, Esq. -residing in the county of Jack:·
son, and Territory of Florida, taken before John Bird, Esq. a jus~ice of the
peace for the county aforesaid. This affiant states, on oath, that he is acquainted 'Yith the It1dian chief, Conchattamico, residing in the county of
Jackson, and Territory of Florida, a11d on the river Chattahoochie; that
this affiant at one time acted as sub-agent for the Indian department, and
verily believes that said Indian chief,- Conchattamico, is an honest man,
and as orderly a citizen as any in the county; that he is well acquainted
with his circumstances and his property, and knows his slaves, named in
his petition~ Congress, with the exception of two or three infants. This
affiant says, from his own knowledge, that the slaves named in sai:d petition, have, for many years, been in the possession of said Indian chief, and
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considered as his property; that the same have been, as he believes, forci.
bly taken, by lawless persons, from his possession, and carried without the
jurisdiction of this Territory; that he believes that said slaves would readily
sell for at least from twelve to fifteen thousand dollars. This affiant further
states: that the Indians were disarmed, under the_pretence that they would,
or might, join the hostile tribes: now at war in this Territory; and the
arms were brought, as this affiant understood, in part, at the house of H.
Douglass, and the arms of the other Indian town below, on the river, and
deposited in the house of this affiant, who considered it, at least, unnecessary and illegal, and he redelivered the a-rms to the Indians as they called
· for them; and that it was while the Indifl.ns were thus defenceless, the
slaves, referred to in said petition, were forcibly taken, as this affiant believes, from the possession of said Chief Conchattamico.
This affiant
states that he believes, from the best information that eleven of the warriors
of the chief aforesaid, had actually gone to join our troops against the hosble Indians; not thai this affiant saw them actually march off, but he does
not doubt the facts, as it~"is notorious throughout this neighborhood.
In witness hereof I have hereto ~ubscribed my name this 2d day of
April, 1836.
WM. S. POPE.

' I, John Bird, a justice of the peace, now in commission in the COI,lnty of
Jackson, and Territory of Florida, do hereby certify, that WilliamS. Pope,
Esq. signed and made oath before me to the within affidavit. Witness my
hand and seal this 2d day of April, 1836.
,
JOHN BIRD, J. P. [SEAL.}

SEMINOLE AGENCY, Sept. 23, 1835.
I herew~th enclose to you a letter from John Walker, who suc:ceeded his
father, the late Walker Pechassie, as chief of a band of Indians on Appalachicola. The letter was, I perceive, written by a gentleman who
resides within three miles of the reserve, and consequently had an opportunity to inform himself as to the correctness of the statement made in the
letter. I also enclose to you a copy of my letter . addressed to the United
States attorney for the western district of ·F lorida, on the same subject. I
am not informed whether Mr. Walker instituted an inquiry into the matter
or no~ but fear he did not, as the outrage has been renewed. The reserve
is two hundred and forty miles from this place, consequently I cannot afford
those Indians any protection against the threatened outrage.
,
Very :respectfully,
Your obedient servant,
WILEY THOMPSON.

,
. DEilR

AsPALAGA,

July 28, 1835:

~IR: I am induced to write yon in ccmsequence of the depreda-

tiOns makmg, and attempted to be made on my farm, by a company of
men, negro stealers, some of who ~11 are from Columbus, and have connected
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themselves with "Brown and Douglas." It is reported and believed by
all the white people, around here, that a large number of them will very
shortly come down here and attempt to take off Billy, Jim, Rose, and her
family, and others. These same men have been engaged in the same busi-·
ness up in the "Creek nation.", I should like to have your advice how I
should act. I dislike to make any trouble, or to have any diffictllty with
any of the white people, but if they will tresspass on my premises and on
my rights, I must defend, mysE(lf in the best way I can. If they do make
this attempt, and there is no dqubt ·but they will, they ~{lUSt bear the consequences. But is there no civil law that will prote,ct me? Are the free
negroes and the negroes belonging in this town to be stolen away publicly;
in the face of all law and justice, carried off and sold to fill the pockets of
these worse thap "land pirates?" Certainly not. I know you will not suffer it. Please direct me how to act in this matter. Douglas and this company hired a man, who has two large trained dogs for the purpose, to come
down and take Billy. The man came, but seeing he could do nothing
alone, has gone off somewhere, probably to r~cruit. He is from Mobile, and
follows for a 1ivelihood, catching runaway negroes with these large dogs.
Your attention to this. matter, by writing to the Governor, &c. will be long
remembered by
·
Your friend,
JOHN WALKER, his+ mark.
Chief Emacftitochustern.
Test,
JIM WALKER, his+ mark,
Interpreter.
Gen. THOMPSON.

SEMINOLE AGENCY, Nov. 24, 1834.
A certain negro, man named Bill, Billy, or William, the son of a
negro woman named Rose, who is the wife of Sam Factor, all of them
belonging to the chief Walker Pichassie's band, on the Appalachicola river,
is claimed by one Levin Brown, a citizen of Jackson county, Florida: living
on or near the Chattahoochee river. ,This claim, as the sub-agent, Mr. Wm.
S. Pope informed me, was submitted to Governor Duval, Superilltendent
of Indian _-\ffairs, in Florida, who made a verbal decision, that the negro
in question, is not the property of the said Levin Brown. Not long since
I \Vas credibly inf0rmed that Isaac Brown, the brother of the said Levin,
and living in the same neighborhood, went to Walker Pichassie's reserve,
with a party of men, and attempted to take the negro by force, and was
prevented by force. This entry on the reserve, by force, with an unlawful
intention, \vas a violation of law, and of the provisions of the treaties under
v1hich the Indians hold that reserve.
I hav~ thei·efore to request that you will institute a prosecution againf't
Isaac Brown for that unlawful act. A Mr. Rankin, who is overseer for
Major Coe, on the AJ3palachicola river, adjoining or near the reserve,
witnessed the outrage.
Mr. Pope will test~fy as to the. decisio?made by Goyernor Duval. A prompt prosecutiOn of the delmquent IS
alone calculated to afford those Indians proteetion against a repetition of
SIR:

[ Doc. No. 271.

28

l

the outrage. If Brown was aggrieved by the decision, he had the right ot
appeal to the Secretary of War.
Very respectfully,
Your humble servant,
'YILEY THOMPSON,
Agent for the Florida lndiau~.
Mr. vV ALKER,
s. Atty. TVest. Dis. Florida.

u.

"\YASHINGTOK1 ]VJarch 22, 1835.
SIR: I have received letters from some of my friends at Tallahassee to·
day, requesting me, if possible, to obtain permission from the Government
to purchase the Indian right to certain negroes residing among the Seminoles, and supposed to helong to the Indians. If there is no objection to
snch a purchase, and I presume there can be none, there is no measure
which would contribute so much as this to the removal of the Indians.
r-_rhe negroes have great influence among the Indians, they are better agriculturists, and inferior huntsmen to the Indians, and are violently opposed
to leaving- the country. It the Indians are permitted to convert them into
specie, one great obstacle in the way of removal may be overcome.
I have, therefore, to request that Robert ,V. W. Williams, and \Villiam
Baily, may be authorized, under the approval of the agent, to make a purchase of one hundred and fifty of these negroes.
I shall be greatly obliged by having the permission sought for, forwarded
to me at Tallahassee, for which place I set out to-morrow.
Very respectfully,
Your obedient servant,
R. K. CALL.
'ro the PRESIDENT of the United States.
The Commissioner of Indian affairs, will look into the law upon this subject, and let me know whether permission can be granted.
L. C.
I find no prohibition in the act of the 30th of June, 1834, which will
prevent the giving of the permission soli<;:ited.
B. F. B. Att'y Gen.
Endorsement of the President, refer1'ed to tlze Secretary of TVar.There can be no reason for not giving a permission to purchase their slaves
as it appears to me, directing the agent to see that they obtain a fair price
for theJ;rL
A. J.

TALLAHASSEE, INDIAN OFFICE,
March 12, 1834.
~IR: I _had the honor, by the last mail: to receive yourletter of the 26th
ultimo, With a copy of a letter addressed by Lewis Mattoir to the Hon. J.
M. White. The Indian agent, General Wlley Thompson is now absent,
on his way to New Orleans to pay off the chiefs Blunt and Davy, nnd
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their bands who are on their route to their new residence. , The agent
having been designated by the Department, heretofore, to e.iXamine into all
claims for slaves in the Seminole nation that may be demanded by our citizens, it will not be possible for him, I fear, after his return from New
Orleans, to investigate the claim, and report the same in time for the action
of Congress at its present session. I could not perform the duty, was I
authorized to do so, unless I went to the agency, which is about 150 miles
from this point, and how long it would require to investigate the claim I
could not tell, as I am unacquainted with the facts. As soon as the agent
returns from New Orleans, he will be instructed to attend to the case as
the Department requires.
Respectfully, your obedient servant,
WM. P. DUVAL.
ELBERT HERRING, Esq.

Commissioner of Indian Affairs.
WASHINGTON, February 281 1835.
SIR: I have seen Major Archibald Clark since I had the hon~r of an
interview with you yesterday morning, in relation to the claim of a lady
against the Indians for negro property that he was representina, ;;~.nd
informed him of the result of our interview ; he desired me to reque~t, that
you. would address a letter to General Thompson, agent of Indian affairs
in Florida, directing him to give to the said Mr. Clarke, or the claimant, the
necessary facilities in having restored to the ~aid claimant the said property, upon the necessary production of proof on investigation of the right
to the property before the proper authorities; any directions you may think
p\'oper and consistent with duty to give, will be thankfully received by
Major Clark, and may be communicated to me.
I have the honor to be,
Very respectfully,
Your obedient Servant,

.R. L. GAMBLE.
To the Bon. LEwis CAss.
SEl\1tNOLE AGENCY, December 2, 1834.
SIR: I have this moment discovered that I neglected to enclose the copy
of Mr. Richards 1s letter alluded to in my letter. addressed to you of this
date.
The mail left three hours ago, and I therefore send an express in pursuit
of it. I herewith enclose a copy of Mr. Richards's letter,' and add that
should it be thought advisable for me to visit the Indians on the Appalachicola immediately, it will brin~ me in the immediate neighborhood of the
two late sub-agents, Mr. Sheffield and Mr. Pope, and the late interpreter
Mr. Richards, to each of whom balances are due. In that case it is desirable that I should be furnished with funds to pay them, otherwise it
will be somewhat tedious and difficult to close their accounts, as the nearest
of them to this place, is more than one hundred and ninety miles.
Very respectfully, sir, your .obedient serv:ant,

·
ELBERT

HERRING,

Esq~

WILEY THOMPSON.

30

[ Doc. No. 271. ]

JuDGE PoPE's, Noven1..ber 4, 1834.
DEAR SIR : I had a long talk with old Jim last night, and he is fully h
to go,. and says if you could come up here in a short time, that you an
me and him can get all of the Indians to go. Jim and Rose and Sa
Factor are very much alarmed about old Wihslett's claim to Rose and h
family: which is the cause of their being so willing to go. There is n
doubt if you can come but we can get them to go.
STEPHEN RICHARDS.
·
WILEY THoMPSON, Esq.
'

'

WAR DEPARTMENT, March 7, 1834.
SIR: The enclosed petition, addressed to you, has been received at thi
Department. I have the honor to transmit it: agree~bly tq its direction,
cu1d to await your order on the subject to which it refers.
Very respectfully,
Your most obedient servant,
. LE-WIS CASS.
'fo the PRESIDENT
of the United States.

TERRITORY OF FLoRIDA, ALACHUA CouNTY;
Jan'ltary, 1834.
'ro his Excellency ANDREw JAcKsoN,
President of the United States :
The undersigned inhabitants of Florida: residing in that part of the
Territory which borders on, and is in the vicinity of the boundaries of the
Seminole nation, beg leave to address you as the head of the Government
ot the United States, and as the source to which they may appeal with a
-confident expectation that their appeal will receive the attention to ~hich
its importance, not only to them, but .to Florida at large, evidently entitles it.
We bear in cherished and grateful remembrance the numerous manifestations of your kind and paternal feelings towards our infant country, and
we recur with sentiments of peculiar gratification to your efforts to remove
from among us a species of population which, though limited as to numbers, is, nevertheless, owing to its wandering and unsettled character, most
seriously and effectually retarding the prosperity of our Territory, by
spreading themselves over a large aJ?-d fair portion of it, which they regu, larly do, in open and flagrant vwlatwn of sacred compact, for they do not
even atrect to respect their pledge to confine themselves within the limits
of territory reserved to them by the treaty of 1823; on the contrary, they
are to be found at all times, and in large parties of almost entire tribes,
encamped iri the neighborhood of the white settlements, to the great annoyance and injury of the settlers, whose fields are pillaged, and their stocks
of every description subjected to the constant and heavy depredations of these
hungry freebooters; nor are these the only evils which are experienced, and
grow out of the presence among us of a people like them, acknowledging

[ Dec. No. 271. J ·

31

no moral obligation, who entertain no respect for the rights of their neighbors, and who will yield to no argument but force. It is hardly necessary
to say that we allude to the Seminole Indians.
.
.
While this lawless and indomitable people continue where they now are,
the owners of slaves in our Territory, and even in the States contiguous,
cannot, for a moment, in any thing like security, enjoy the possession of
this description of property. Does a negro become tired of the service of his
owner, he has only to flee to the Indian country, where he will find ample
safety against pursuit. It is a fact, which, if not ftJlly susceptible of proof,
is, notwithstanding, and upon good ground, firmly believed, that there is at
this time living under the protection of the Seminole Indians, a lm·;j·e number, probably more than one hundred slaves, who have abseouded from
their masters in the neighboring States, and in Florida, since the treaty of
Camp 1\loultrie. Within a few weeks, several parties are known to have
sought and found shelter in the nation, where they continne secure against
every eftbrt of their owners to recover them ; and this, too, in total and
gross disregard of a solemn promise (see article seventh, treat)lj of Camp
Moultrie aforesaid) on the part of the Indians, that runawa y n eg~oes should
not be allowed shelter in their nation, and that should such take Tefuge
there, the best efforts of the nation should be used for their prompt apprehension and surrender. 'rhey seem, in general, hardly to think it necessary, when called upon to perform their promise upon this subject, to
admit the fact of their having made such a promise; and even when they
do acknowledge it, it· is no evidence of their intention to ol3serve good.
faith in relation to it ; on the contrary, it is an undoubted truth, that, in
some cases, when they have been called upon to surrender absconding
slaves, they have connived with, and, through the instrumentality of the
negroes living among them, aided such slaves to select new and more secure
places of refuge. There are, it is believed, more than five hundred
•egroes residing with the Seminole Indians, four-fifths of whom aTe runaways, or descendants of runaways. To these all the fastnesses and positions of security .in the nation are thoroughly known.
With the sympathy (the natural result of a parity of interest, a similarity
of conditian) which they must be supposed to feel for the refugee, backed by
the countenance of their red protectors, and possessing the knowledge of
country before adverted to, it is evident that · the abscondihg slave, who
succeeds in reaching the Indian territory, is in absolute safety, and may
laugh to scorn all exertions for his apprehension. !t is perfectly obvious,
that during the existence of such a state of things, the interests of this fertile and promising section of Florida cannot flourish, and we are constrained to repeat, that there is no rational prospect of a change for the
better, so long as the Indians are suffered to remain in their present location.
·.
'
It had been fondly hoped, after the conclusion of the treaty of Payne's
Landing, that our difficulties, so far as they depended upon this wretched
and misguided people, would speedily draw to a close; and that the return
of the deputation, sent by them to examine the country west of the Mississippi, would be at once f-allowed by . the commencement of preparations for
the emigration of the whole nation. But in this we have been most sadl~
disappointed; and so far from their exhibiting a disposition to comply witrt
the terms of that treaty, and enter upon the promised removal, they
demonstrate, not only by their manner: but by their open declarations also,
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that they do not intend their agree~1ent to leave Florida shall have upon
them any binding effect.. Since the return of the deputation aforesaid,
conduct of the Indians has been even more insufferably outrageous than
before. They have not scrupled to seize in open day, and in the very enclosures of the inhabitants, their cattle and hogs, and these, as if confident
of security, or desperately regardless of consequences, they butcher. without
removing them, in some instances, out of sight of the dwellings of their
owners. In two or more cases they have aimed and snapped their rifles at
our fellow-citizens, for no other reason than an attempt on the part of those
citizens to protect their property. Their insolence and recklessness of
feeling have in fact reached such a pitch, that they appear no longer to
think it necessary to disguise, and they have been heard to declare in the
most unqualified terms, their contempt for the Government and its laws;
to denounce their indignation, and threaten the country with bloodshed~
should any measure be adopted to restrain and control them.
This most unpropitious and alarming condition of their country, the
undersigned respectfully conceive, demands the immediate and efficient
action of the Government, and they will not permit themselves to doubt
that the necessary interposition will be promptly awarded.
'\\7 e have the honor to be,
Very respectfully,
Your obedient servants,
James Horn
John Lugs
John Pisnese
Prancis Mathues
M . .Garrtlson
D~id Gillett
Joseph Butler
Stephen Blocker
Wyatt G. Allen
James Edwards
Samuel Harville
William Farquharson
Alfred West
A: Sylvester
John Jinnins
Jonas Ellis
Richard R. Crum
Ben,jl.min Hon~
William Crum
Brillon Knight
Wiley Brooks
Abraham Crmn
James McHad~n
James Verhain
Jehu Mizelle ·
David D. Crum
John Hamilton
Willoby H9dge
Charles Waldron
D. L. Wilson
Warren Harville
Andrew Cruize
J. Elliott Harville
Andrew Crum
John J. Crum
James Lanier
Robert Lanier
Bennet l\'I. Dell
Isaac Lanier
G. Humphreys
Geo. Conter
Hardy Lanier
John Lanier
Gabriel Priest
Horace Smith
Granville Priest
William Priest
Elias Knight
.
John Standley, jr.
· Ezra Priest
G. W. Priest ...
Arnold Thigpin
William Horn
Geo. Mills
Henry Horn
Horace Smith
George Evander
George .""\V. Rawles
Henry A. Moore
E. Suggs
c
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Ivi. J olmso n
Edward M:. Wanton
Anthony Levy
S. Johnson
Haste Johnson
John Fleming
Samuel Piles
William Piles
Samuel Piles, jr.
Thomas Piles
D. Levy
John Crawford
John Puce'
John W alerston
Thomas Harn
M. Savery
W. Terades
J. G. Tyner
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J. Tyner
John Currv
Job Suggs·
John M. Stafford
\Villiam Parsons
John Dixon
C. Dixon
Lew. Williams
Lewis Thigpin
C. A.Brnsh
A. Daniel
'""·Daniel
vVm. Daniel
E. Daniel
E. Daniel, jr.
Geo. W. Weeks
'Vm. Edwards.

The Secretary of War \V.ill direct. the Governor of Florida to make
inquiry into the truth of the charges against the Seminole Indians, and if
found correct, forthwith to inform them that speedy punishment awaits the
repetition of the outrages committed, and demand for the owners speedy
remuneration for the property taken, and forthwith to prepare to remove to
the west of the Mississippi, and join the Creeks now there, or immediate
steps would be tciken to enforce the treaty. •
A. J.

February 24, 1834.
Mr. \Vhite, of Florida, submits the enclosed letter to the honorable Se~
creta.ry of War, and requests that an order be given to the agent to inquire
into the affair.

.January 3, 1824.
Srrr: M:rs. Dewees, my mother-in-law, and Col. J. Dell's sister,
lost a number of negroes by their being run off during the troubles of 1812. ,
Since the change of flags they have been seen among the Seminole Indians,
in East Florida, who have screened them, and prevented their being recovered for M:rs. Dewees.
Now, si1:, it would appear to me that those Indians should be made to pay
for those negroes out of the~r annuity, or some other way, on its being
proved that they have been detained by them, before some suitable tribunal.
Congress can alone, I believe, furnish a relief, by creating such a tribunal
for that purpose, or iri some other manner. There are a great portion o
your constituents similarly situated.
If your were to exert yourself for their relief and obtainment of just
rights, you would receive from them their sincerest thanks and warmest
gratitude, and particularly from
Yours, rrfost truly and respectfully,
DEAR

LEWIS MATTAIR.
The Hon. J. M. WHITE.
Be so kind as to answer this, directed to Dell's post office, Columbia
L. M.
county, East Florida.
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PENSACOL.A., WEST FLORIDA,

Aprill2, 1836.
SIR: In November, 1833, James D. Westcott, Esq. then acting Governor
of this rrerritory, ·Communicated to me a letter from the Department of
War, directing that a dispute which had arisen between a Mr. John Milton
and Econchattamicco, the chief of one of the Indian towns on the Appalachicola river, respecting some negro slaves then in the possession of that
chief, should be referred to me for my examination and decision.
Early in December, of the same year, I issued commissions for the pur·
pose of taking .testimony, to a commissioner residing at Fort Mitchell, to
another residing at Camp King, to another residing at Tampa Bay, and to
another residing near the Indian towns on the Appalachicola. Since that
time I have issued several other commissions, at the instance of Milto!1, for
obtaining more testimony, and am now in possession of ru mass of evidence
on the matters in controversy.
Milton had commenced a civil action against Econchattamicco, by the
way of attachment, in the superior court of Jackson county, in the district
of West Florida, prior to the reference of the disputed matters to me by
order of the War D~partment. I would not suffer him to proceed in that
suit, until I had examined the case. At the last term of Jackson superior
court, he came into court, by his attorney, and dismissed his attachment,
and announced his intention to withdraw from any controversy with the
Indians about the slaves.
rrhe truth is, as I understand, that Milton has sold his claim to the
slaves to other persons, who hi\ve tortuously obtained possession of them,
and removed them beyond the limits of this Territory. Upon this point, I
have directed M. Walker, the district attorney, to give you all the information he possesses, and to send you copies of such papers as will elucidate
the matter.
Herewith you will receive the opinion which I have formed, upon a
view of all the evidence I was able to obtain, in the case referred to me.
If it be desirable, I can transmit to the Department the evidence upon
which my opinion is founded.
Having had this case under me for more than two years, and it being
one involving much labor, not appertaining to my regular official duties,
I expect that Government will pay me for my services a sum right and
prop~r. The case was before me, under the reference of the Secretary ()f
War, for two years and a half. I do not know what Govern·m ent has been
in the habit of allowing for such services, but I am willing to receive what
has been hitherto given in like cases.
I have the honor to be,
·
Most respectfully,
Your very obedient servant,
J. A. CAMERON,

Bon. L:Ewls

Judge Dist. West Florida.
CAss,

Secretary tif War.
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PENSACOLA, wEST FLORIDA,

April 12, 1831.
In the case of John Milton, a citizen of Georgia, against Econchattamicco,
an Indian, referred to the examination and decision of the judge of the
United States for the district of West Florida, by order of the War Depart·
mem.
The claimant, John Milton, claims several negro slaves, in the posses-·
sion -of Econchattamicco, under a bill of sale from Hawkin, an Arkansas
Creek Indian.
Hawkin claims under a bill of sale from Cocha-hajo-chopco, otherwise
known and called W amelika.
Wamelika claimed the slaves in question as his, as being one of the sons
of Fuchegee, the original owner of them.
Econchattamicco's title to the slaves rests upon an Indian law of inheritance.
The bill of sale from Cocha-hajo-chopco or W amelika to Hawkins, is
dated July 13, 1833, and conveys, by name, five negro men slaves, and
five negro female slaves" arid their increase;" the consideration is $3,000.
The vrantor does not write, but his mark is made, together with a seal,
and the deed purports to have been made before two witnesses, one of
whom proves its execlrtion, before a justice -of the peace for Jackson comity,
on the 2d of September, of the same year.
The bill of sale, for the same ten slaves, from Hawkins to the claimant
Milton, -is made about the same time, and for the like consideration money.
Falehigee, the father of W amalika, lived and died in Florida, near
Mount Vernon, on the Appalachicola. He was the owner of Sally, Hannah, Tyler, and Tom, negro slaves, from whom the slaves in question
· descended. He died somewhere between forty and fifty years ago, leaving
four children (of whom Wamelika was the second) and a brother named
Will, and a. sister named Sary, who also was the mother of Econcl,attamicco.
Falehigee, when about to die, gave his negroes to his brother l'Vill,
and desired that, when Will died, the negroes should belong to Econchattamicco, the son of Sary, the sister of Falihegec and Will.
'Vhen JVill died, the negroes were taken possession of by Ecunchattamicco, more than thirty years ago, and he has held them in possession ever
since. From the whole of the testimony, Cand there is no variance in it,)
it appears that, prior to the termination of the late war between the United
States and Great Britain, the uni versalla w of inheritance among the Creek
Indians was, that brothers first inherited, in preference to children and all
others, and then the sons of sisters.
.,
After the close of the late war, Mcintosh, the Indian chief~ procured the
Indian law of inheritance to be altered, and under the new law, children
inherited in preference to brothers or nephews. Immediately on the nlteration of the law, the alteration was made known to the lower Indians, and
was agreed to in council.
'
Upon the death of Falehigee, Will took poss.ession of his slaves, untier
the laws of inheritance then in force among the Indians; he being the
brother of Falehigee. Upon the death of Will, his nephew, Econchattamicco, the son of Sary, who was sister both to Will and Falehigee, took
the negroes into possession under the existing Indian Jaw of inheritance,
and long prior to the alteration of that law.
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The reason of the old Indian law of inheritance, by which brothers and
sons of sisters inherited in preference to children, seems to have arisen
from the belief entertained by ·the Indians, that a brother, or a sister's son,
would be more likely to have the same blood with the deceased flowing
in their veins, than even the children of the wife of the deceased, although
those children might be reputed to be the children of the deceased.
As then, the law of inheritance, by which negroes descended to brothers
or sisters' sons in preference to children, prevailed among the Indians at
the time of the death of Falehegee: as the same law of inheritance -prevailed at the time of the death of Will, and as the same law prevailed when
the slaves came into the possession of Econchattamicco, and for several
years thereafter, I am of ~pinion that none of the children of Fa1ehegee
were entitled to his slaves, but that they lawfully descended first to his
brother Will, and, afterwards to his nephew, Econchuttamicco, and that
Wamelil{a had no right, power, or authority to sell them to Hawkins.
Even if the Indian law of inheritance had been altered before the death
of Falehegee, (whereas it was not altered until many years after his death,
say thirty years,) still, as he left four children, there was no authol'ity in
one of them, W amelika, to sell and dispose of his slaves, without the concwrence of his brothers and sister.
But the bill of sale fmm W amelika to Hawkins, is made more than forty
years after the death of Falehegee, the ancestor, an~ more than thirty years
after .the slaves had been in the quiet and undisputed possession of Econchattnmicco, under the acknowledged Indian law of descent.
Besides, in a certificate which 1-Vamelika himself made, on the 8th of
October, 1833, beforP a justice of the peace, and two other witnesses, he
says, that any title he should have made to B<mjamin Hawkins, or any
ather person, is of no account, as he, vV amelika, had no right to sell the
negroes in dispute; that he never had any right to the negroes; that the
title has been in Econchattamiceo for something like thirty years; that if
he·had supposed that they were his property, he should have taken them
long before this time. He further says, that he has never received any
va1ue from Benjamin Hawkins) or from any other person, for these slaves.
I am of opinion, therefore, that John Milton, the claimant, has no shadow
of title to the negro slaves in question, but that they all rightfuHy te1ong to
Econchattamicco.
J. A. CAMERON,
Judge Dist. liVest Florida.
PENSACOLA,

April 21, 1836.

SIR: I deem it my duty to inform you of a recent occurrence within

this district, between a number of white men and the Indians residing on
the Appalachicola river, and of the steps I have taken in relation to it.
Some two or three years since an effort was made by a certain John
Nlilton and others, by a civil process from a court of this Territory, to possess themselves of a number of negroes claimed, and in the possession of
Econchatimico, an Indian Chief, residing within the town or reservation
secured to him and his band by the treaty,known as the Treaty of Camp
Moultrie. The acting Indian agent thought it his duty to take means to
protect the Indians, and applied to the Governor of the Territory for his
aid and authority to effect that object.
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The Gov:ernor opened a ·corres~ondence with the Secretary of War on
the subject, which resulted in instructions from the Secretary that a judicial proceeding should be instituted before the judge of this district.
That proceeding wus accordingly instituted, and how it resulted, as well
as that previously instituted lJy the persons claiming adversely to the In- dians, you will, I presume, soon be apprised of by the Hon John A Cameron. I will but say in relation to it, that the claimants, by a declaration
in court, abandoned the investigation.
·
Some short time since the Indians, by robbery and larceny on the part of
the persons alluded to, were divested of the whole of the negroes; and the
steps I deemed it my duty to take, will be indicated to you by the enclosed
documents..
.
About the same time, and by the same ·persons, an Indian chief called
Walker or W alk-up-chasee, residing on a reservation on the same river,
was robbed of all the negroes ~1e had, some six in number.
The whole of the persons named in the indictments reside out of this
Territory in the States of Georgia and Alabama, and I have reason to Jm,.
lieve their arrest can never be effected in the '"ferritory. With other docn- .
ments I enclose you Judge Cameron's certificate, in relation to my compensation, which if approved by you, please tran~fer to the proper officer.
I have the honor to be, respectfully,
.

GEO. WALKER, U. S. Atto1·ney.
Hon.

LEWIS ·

CAss,

Secretary of lVar.

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA,

Distr·iGt of West Florida: '

In the case of John Milton against Econchatamico, an Indian, contesting
t}le title to a number of negro slaves, referred to the decision of the judge
of the western distri~t of Florida, by the Secretary of vVar, I certify that
George Walker, Esq. the Attorney of the United States for said district, is
-entitled to an extra compensation of two hundred dollars. .
The case is one, involving a very considerable amount of property, and ·
much investigation in.to the nature and effect of the Indian laws on the
subject of descents. In this investigation, a considerable body 9f testimony
has been taken, at the expense of much time and labor.
,.
Jackson Superior Court, March term, 1836.
J. A. CAMERON,
Judge D. W. F.

,

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA,

tO?lJit:
DISTRICT OF wEST FLORIDA,

.

Superior · Court for the county of Jackson, March Term, 1836.
The grand jurors of the United States summoned and sworn in and for
the District of West Florida, at a superior court holden for the county ot
Jackson, in said district, on the third Monday in the month of March, in
the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred anct'thirty-six,upon their
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oath present that Alexander Robinson, late of tho District, and co1mty
aforesaid, (yeoman) Hezekiel Douglass, late of the same, (yeoman) Carlton
Wellborn, late of the same, (yeoman) Ellis Wood, late of the same, (yeoman,) William H. Pike, late of the same, (yeoman,) Hardy Powell, late of
the same, (yeoman,) John Deese, late of the same, (yeoman,) William
Chambers, late of the same, (yeoman:) and William Durham, late of the
same, (yeoman,) on the tenth day of March, in the year of our Lord one
thousand eight hundred and thirty-six, in the district and county aforesaid,
one woman of the name of Wonder·, negro and slave, of the value of five
hundred dollars, lawful money of the United Sttltcs, one infant child of
said W onda, of the value of fifty dollars ; one Rubin, a negro man and
~lave of the value of eight hundred dollars; one Nannie, a negro woman
and slave, of the value of four hundred dollars ; one Hannah, a negro woman and slave, of the value of five hundred dollars; one Jenny, a negro
woman "tnd slave, of the value of four hundred dollars; one Tenar, a negro
woman and slave, of the value of three hundred dollars·; one Mary Ann,
a negro woman and slave, of the value of four hundred dollars; one Moses,
a negro man and slave, of the value of eight hundred dollars; one Alara1
a. .negro woman and slave, of th~ value of five hundred dollars; one Robison: a negro man and slave, of the value of five hundred dollars ; one negro woman of the name of Fanny, a slave, of the value of five hundred
dollars ; one Betsy, a negro woman and slave, of the value of four hundred dollars ; one Butler, a negro boy and slave, of the value of three hundred dollars ; and one Daniel, a negro boy, of the value of two hundred
dollars ; of the property, goods and chattels of one Econchatimico, an Indian Chief, of a tribe or band .o f Florida Indians, then and there being
found, feloniously, from the town, settlement and reservation,· secured 1o
the said Econchatimico, and his tribe or band, by the treaty done at camp,
on Moultrie creek, in the Territory of Florida, between the United States
and the Florida tribes of Indians, conclw~ed on the eighteenth day of September~ one thousand eight hundred and twenty-thre_
e, did steal, take and
carry away, against the form of the statutes of the United States, in such
case made and provided, and against the peace and dignity of the United
States of America.
GEO. WALKER,
United States Attorneyr
Endorsed, a true bill.
"\V. S. MdORING, Foreman.
Filed 31st March, 1836.
SEARS BRYAN, Clk.
A true copy-Test:
SEARS BRYAN, Clk.

a

UNITED .STATES OF AMERICA:
DrsTRIC'I' Ol'' WEST FLoRJDA 1

Superior Court for tlte county of Jackson, March Term, 1836.
The grand jurors of the. United States, summoned and sworn in and for
tbe District of West Florida, at a superior court holden for the county of
Jackson, in ~aid djstrict, on the third Monday in thP- month of March, in
the year of O"Q.r Lord one thousand eight hundred and thirty-six, upon
tlieir oath present, that Alexander Robison, late of the district and county
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aforesaid, (yeoman,) Hezekiah Douglass, late of the same, (yeoman;)
Carlton vVellborn, late of the same, (yeoman,) Ellis Wood, late of the
same, (yeoman,) Hardy Powel, late of the same, (yeoman,) John Deese,
late of the same, (yeoman,) William Chambers, lute of the same, (yeoman,) and William Durham, late of the same, (yeoman,) on the tenth day
of March, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and thirtysix, with force and arms, in arid upoQ one Econchatimico, an Indian Chief,
of a band or tribe of the Seminole nation, in the peac.e of God and the
United States, then and there being, feloniously did make an assault, and
J1im the said Econchattimico, in bodily fear and danger of his life, then
and there felonitmsly did put, and W onda, a negro woman and slavr., of
the valne of five hundred dollars, lawful money of the United States; one
infant child of said W onda, of the value of fifty dollars ; one Rubin, a
negro man and slave, of the value of eight hundred dollars; one Nannie,
a negro woman and slave, of the value of four hundred dollars; one Hannah, a negro woman and slave, of the value of five hundred dollars; one
Jenny, a negro waman and slave, of the value of four hundred dolJars ;
one rrenar, a negro woman and slave, of the value of three hundred dollars; one Mary Ann, a negro woman and slave, of the value of four hundred dollars ; one Moses, a negro man and slave, of the value of eight hundred dollars; one Alara, a negro woman and slave, of the value of five
hundred dollars; one Robison, a negro man and slave, of the value of five
hundred dollars ; one negro woman of the name of Fanny, a slave, of the
value of five hundred dollars, one Betsy, a negro woman. and slave, of the
value of four hundred dollars, one Butler, a negro boy and slave, of the
value of three hundred dollars; and one Daniel, a negro boy and slave. of
the value of two hundred dollars; of the property, goods and c.hattels of
the said Econchatimico, from the person and possession, and against the
will of the said Econchatimico, and from the town, settlement and reservation, secured to the said Rconchatimico and his tribe or band, by the treaty
done at camp, on Moultrie creek, in the Territory of Florida, between the
United States and the Florida tribe of Indians, concluded on the eighteenth
day of September, one thousand eight hundred and twenty-three, and then
and there, feloniously and violently did steal, take and carry away~ against
the form of the statute of the United States, in such case made and provided; and against the peace and dignity of the United States.
GEORGE vV ALKER,

U. S. Attorney.
Endorsed.

A true bill.

\V. S. MOORING, Foreman.
Filed 31st of March, 1836.
Test:
A true copy. Test:

SEARS BRYAN, Clk.
SEARS BRYAN, Clk.

SEMINOLE AGENCY, July 20, 1835.
Sm: I recently received a letter from Major A. Clark; accompanied by
some documents relative to Mrs. Hannay's claim for negroes now in this
nation ; among them there is the copy of a letter from Thomas L. McKinney to Colonel Gad Humphreys, Indian agent, dated the 8th of .M:arch,
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1828, in the following words : " The Secretary of War directs t}].at yon
forthwith deliver to Mary Hannay) widow, or her agent, the slaves claimed
by her, and take a bond imposing the obligation 0.11 her to abide by such
decision as it may be esteemed proper to seek, in testing the right of
ownership in the property in question."
Major Clark: in his recent letter to me? apprises nre that he is ready to
comply with the above recited requisition. No evidence in support of Mrs.
Hannay's claim has as yet been submitted to me. I am therefore still of
the opinion, relying on the affidavit of old Mr. Wanton, (whose credibDity
is supported by General Clinch) which I enclosed to you on the 25th of
.March last, and the statement of VVan, an old intelhgent negro man of this
nation, that Mrs. Hannay has no equitable right to the negroes in question.
But on the supposition that she has a just right to them, I submit to_you
whether this claim is not provided for by the treaty of Payne's Landing
entered into bet\veen the United States and the Seminole Indians, in 1832.
The sixth article of that treaty reads as follows :
" The Seminoles being anxious to be relieved from repeated vexatious
demands for slaves and othe11 property alleged to have been stolen and destroyed by them, so that they may remove unembarrassed to their new
homes the United States stipulated to have the same properly investigated,
and to liquidate such as may be satisfactorily established, provided the
.amount does not exceed seven thousand (7,000) dollars."
I. have stated in reply to Major Clark, that I consider Mrs. 'Hannay's
claim as subject to adjustment under the above mentioned provision ; and
if I am correct, and the claim should be established, Mrs. Hannay can claim
a pro rata allowance out of the seven thousand dollars. I informed him
that I would submit this question to the Department, whi.rh would give
him in the mean time an opportunity to recover or renew the documentary
evidence which he says was heretofore submitted in support of the claim 1
but as yet has not been found,
· I ask for your advice and your decision of the above question.
Respectfully, your obedient servant,
WILEY THOMPSON.
ELBERT HERRIXG,

Esq.

SEMINOLE AGENcY, June 17, 1835-.
Your letter of the 22d ultimo has been received, and I must, in reply,
be permitted to express, very respectfulJy, my great r~gret that the DepartJnent and myself should differ so widely on a subject which I verily .believe so deeply involves principles of humanity,justice, and an enterprise
for the success of which, standing in the relation which I do t0 the Governll1ent and tpese people, I am more responsible, perhaps, than any other
person.
.
· It is yonr privilege to decide, and my duty to submit. Yet if the Department could be satisfied that the undeniable abhorrence of the negroes in
this nation to the idea of being transferred from their present state of ease
and comparuti ve freedom 1 to sugar and cotton plantations, under the control of severe task-masters, had been made to subserve the views of the
Government, by inducing the negroes to exert their known influence over
the Indians, throngh pledges made to them, accompanied by assurances
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that removal west wou1d1 more than any thing else, serve to secure the ex.isting relations between them and the Indians; then surely the Department, instead of classing them with the Indian skins and furs, would require a punctilious redemption of those pledges.
With regard to the opinion expressed in your letter, "that the opportunity to sell their slaves will be an inducement for the Seminoles to remove."
That n their resources will be augmented, and they will not, upon their
1
arrival west, have in their possession a species of property Y.rhich, as
~tated in the report of yourself, Lieut. Harris and Gen. Clin~h would excite
the cupidity of the Creeks and be wrested from them by their superior
numbers and strength." I beg leave to remark, that I have not heard of a
solitary instance of an Indian's desiring the privilege to sell. On the contrary, there is (I am informed) a law existing among them \vhich prohibits
the sale of slaves by them. '1-,here have been, as I am told, occasional violation of this law: prior to my administration of this office, through bribery
and corruption. It· is satd that whiskey has been made a prime agent in
the accomplishment of such violations, and that individual negroes have
been bribed to operate upon Indians, and Indians updn~negroes. Complaints have been made to me of individual Indians having carried the
slaves of thel'r relations beyond the Indian boundary and sold them to the
whites, without the knowledge of the owners.
'rhe allusion in the report referred to, is to the claim of the Creeks
· to negroes now in the possession of these Indians, under t4e treaty of
1821, with the former, by which the United States stipulated to pay to the
citizens of Georgia such claims as might be established by them against the
Creeks, for depredations committed prior to the act of Congress of 1802, regulating trade and intercourse with the Indian tribes ; provided it should
not exceed the sum of $250)000, as part considm~ation for territory
ceded hy that treaty. A portion of that sum has been paid to the Georgia
claimants, and the Creeks allege that negroes now in the possession of
the Seminoles, or their progenitors, formed a part of the consideration for
which that portion was so paid. This claim of the Creeks is represented
here by John \Vinslett, as their agent, accredited by the War Department.
Should the negroes, in contest, be sold by the Seminoles to the whites, it is
true that they \vill not, upon their arrival west, have in their possession a
species of property which would excite the cupidity of the Creeks, and be
wrested from th(~ m by their superior numbers and strength; but on the
supposition that the claim· of the Creeks is just, is it not a question of some
importance, how fat will the United -States be justified in authorizing
such a disposition of that property as will inevitably defeat the clai1n of
the Creeks? This claim cannot now be correctly adjusted, because, so far
as I am informed, the claims of the citizens of Georgia are ~ot conclusively
disposed of. vVere it practicable tc- adjust the Creek claim now, I think it
would be inexpedient to attempt it, as I apprehend it would tend to irritate
these people, and thereby embarrass our operations in removing them.
,..rhe remark in your letter that "it is not to be presumed the condition of
these slaves would be worse than that of others jn the same section of
country-," is tn 1c; yet you will agree with me that the same remark would
be applicable to myself, or any o,tiJer individual in the United States, as we
-should, if subjected to slavery, be in the precise condition of our fellow
slaves. The change iu the condition of the Indian negro would not be so
great as it would in our case, yet any one at all acquainted with the con
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dltion of the negro, as connected with his Indian owner here, could not
fail to admit that the change with him, would be oppressively great.
The concluding paragraph ofyour letter is in the following words:
"In regard to the report which you state has been spread that it was
your object, by refusing to sanction sales, to secure these negroes for yourself and your friends, the obvious remark is, that it will be effectually
silenced by your publication of the views of the Department on this subject, and interposing no further obstacle to the purchase of these slaves,
than may be necessary to secure to their owners a fair equivalent."
Any one who had not read my letter would, (as it seems to -me) on reading this paragraph, come at once to the concluswn, that in consequence of
my refusal to permit or sanction a purchase ofthese negroes from the Indian's, a report had been circulated among the whites that my object was to
secure these negroes for myself and my friend'3. The sentence in my
letter, to which this is intended to be a reply, is as follows: "To counteract
my efforts, it is now whispered among the malcontent Indians, that my object
is to secure the negroes to myself or other white men." I said nothing in
rny letter about a report being spread that it was my object, by refusing to
s·a nction sales, to secure these negroes to myself and my friends. I have
heard no such a report, nor can I believe that any one could have the unblushing effrontery to propagate such an one. My remark W[U~ simply that
"to counteract my efforts, it is now whispered among the malcontent Indians that my object is to secure the negroes for myself or other white men,"
and not that a report was spread that it was my object to secure these
negroes for myself and my friends.
When the chiefs, friendly to emigration, signed an acknowledgment of
the validity of their treaties, I called upon them for a census of their people,
respectively. One of the sub-chiefs, who signed the acknowledgement,
owns seventy-four slaves. When he was about to give me a census of Ids
people, some of the refractory Indians embarrassed him, by whispering
among or to his negroes, that my object, in getting their names and number,
was to secure them for -myself or other white men. The negroes became
alarmed at the idea of getting into the hands of the whites, and attempted
. to deter their owner from giving their names and number, which occasioned me considerable trouble in the accomplishment of the object. While
, I was conflicting with this difficulty, the party of whites to which I alluded,
arrived at the agency with the letter from the War Department to Gen.
Call. If the object of their visit had then been made known, the consequences would, as you may readily perceive, have been exceedingly em.
barrassing.
I have no idea that any of the Indians will consent to sell their slaves, unless
lheyshould be opmated on by the use of improper means. My fears are 1 thflt if
the attempt to purchase should be authorized, it will bring- into the nation a
crowd of "speculators," some of whom might resort to the use of improper
means to effect their object, and thereby greatly embarrass our operations;
for I presume, that permission to purchase, . would be a license to the civilized community to come in for that purpose, and that a door would then
be opened for every species and variety of corrupt speculations.
Yielding to the suggestions of some of the most intelligent officers at
Fort King, as well as to the force of my o·Nn conviction of its propriety, I
venture to suspend further operations upon the subject, until Capt. Thruston, of the army, who has just started on a visit to Washington, can give
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to the President, from his own personal observation, a more comprehensive
and correct view of the state of things here, than I can possibly give in
writing.
Do me the favor to afford me early inforniation of the result.
Very respectfully;
Yonr obedient servant,
WILEY THOMPSON.
?vir. C. A. HARRis,
Acting Secretary of lVar.

WASHINGTON,

June 5, 1834.

SrR: In forming our treaty_ of the 14th February, 1833, and which was

ratified the 7th of April last, it was .stipulated that the Seminole Indians in
Florida was to be admitted amongst us. A treaty 1-nade with them stipulates that a particular part of our country shall be set apart for their occupancy. These Indians are a part of our nation, and should possess amongst
us no separate and distinct interest : strife and difficulty, which we desire
to avoid, will be the consequence. Our great object and wish are, that we
may become a united people: already we have been divided too long, and
trouble has been the consequence. If our couNtry is to be thus parcelled
out, we cannot hope that our ancient friendship will be continued. We ask,
therefore, that you will please consider our difficulties, and relieve us of
them by proposing a new convention with the Florida Indians. Th~ inconvenience and difficulty we refer to may be prevented by their agreeing
to change a provision of their treaty, which gives them a separate and distinct portion of our lands. This the Creek Indians west consider oppressive
and unjust to~ards them; and in the perseverance of it, difficulties may,
and will be occasioned. 'Ve remain in full u.ssurance that. our great father
will do us justice.
ROL Y MciNTOSH, his X marlr.
FOSHUTCHEE MICCO, his x mark.
CHILLY MciNTOSH.
K. LEWIS.
Hon. LEwis CAss,
Secretary of JVar.

WASHINGTON,

June 6, 1834.

SrR ~ We have received the reply of Mr. E. Herring to an application of

ours of the 5th instant.
Vv~ e did not ask, as the commissioner seemed to suppose, that our nation
should be released from the treaty of February, 1833. We know that the
President possesses no such power. What we meant to say, was, that our
people did not understand, nor was it so explained, that our country should
be divided into separate divisions and clans ; but that the Seminole Indians
should be admitted to a participation in the country secured to us west.
If we are to live there as one people, we may be happy;' if to be cut up
into separate clans, then shall we be unhappy. Our desire is, that we may
be a united, not a divided, people ; but divided we must be, if one portion
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shall come into our country and form an indepenflent and distinct community. All we desired, therefore, was, that authority might be given to some
confidential agent of the Government to ~ee and explain to the Florida Indians before their removal, our opinions and fears on this sn bject, that some
change n1ight be made in their treaty arrangement, not doubting, when the
subject was explained, that the.whole matter would be honorably arranged.
We yet hope and request that the Secretary of War will see the necessity
and importance of such a course, and seek to relieve it, -or otherwise we
take occasion again to express our fears that discontent will arise, and that
the Creeks west of the Mississippi will again become a disquieted and dissatisfied people.
We are respectfully, sir,
Your friends and brothers,
ROL Y MciNTOSH, his x mark.
FOSHUTCHEE MICO, his x mark.
CHILLY MclNTOSH.
K. LEWIS.
To the Hon. the SECRETARY oF WAR.

DEPARTMENT OF WAR,
January 30, 1832.
SIR: It has been represented to this Department, that the Florida Indians
are in a suffering condition, unable to provide the necessary food for themselves. And it has been further represented, that they would be willing to
enter into a negotiation for the relinquishment of their reservations in Florida, and for their removal to the Creek country west of the Mississippi,
, 'where, as a constituent portion of the Creek tribe, they are entitled to a
residence. ,
For the purpose of effecting these objects, you are appointed· a· commissioner, and you will be pleased, without delay, to meet the Seminole Indians,
and to inform them that the United States are ready to accept a relinquishment of their lands in Florida, and to remove them to the Creek country,
west of the Mississippi; and this arrangement you may complete upon the
following terms :
1. The Florida Indians are to proceed artd join their countrymen, the
Creeks, west of the Mississippi, and to become a constituent portion of tLilt
tribe. This removal to take place during the present year, if possible, but
at any rate during the next, and to be made at the expense of the United
States.
2. The Florida Indians shall receive from the United States, suflicient
supplies of corn, and beef or pork, fgr their support for the term of one
year, after their arrival at their Iiew home.
3. Reservations may be granted, if necessary, upon the principles contain~d in the 14th article of the Choctaw treaty, conc.luded September 27,
1830, a copy of which is enclosed for your information.
.
4. Cattle may be taken, as provided in the 16th article of the same treaty,
and all improvements may be paid for, which add real value to the land.
5. All former annuities to be paid to the Creek nation, west of the , Mississippi ; and an annuity not exceeding $4,000, or as much less as they
may be content to take, to be add~d to the amount now payable to the Creeks,
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it being the object of the Government to enst:ire a complete union between
the ~~lorida Indians and their original stock, the Creeks ; but no annuity
to b0 extended beyond the term of twenty years.
6. R ·:-asonable provision may be made for the various objActs stated in
the 20th article of the Chocta\v treaty, should fhe Florida Indians desire
it ; . but the school fund must not exceed $3,000 for twenty years. It is
_believed, however, that the situation of the Florida Indians does not require
mn,ny of these expenditnres, nor in any case 'must they exceed one-fifth of
the amount allowed to the (.Jhoctaws, that being about the proportion of the
numbers of these two tribes.
·
Should you feel yonrself at a loss, ·the provisions of the Choctaw treaty
will be a guide for you: so far as the same rriay be applicable to the condition of the Florida Indians. It is to be observed, however, that all the
stipulations which look to an independent situation for the Choctaws, west
of the Mississippi, can bu,ve no relation to the Florida Indians, who will
beco:ne asRociated with the Creeks. And under any circumstances, I consider the 1, 2, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 21, and 22d sections of the
Choctaw tre:tty inapplicable or unnecessary, in consequence of the peculiar situation of the Florida Indians.
'
You are authorized to issue the necessary provisions to the Indians whiie
they are assemhled together, at your request. Your vouchers for the expenditure, will be the original bills of pa.rcels, and regular retnrns, day by day,
Qf the issues, certified by yourself, and attested by the person who may
make them.
Should your negociation be successful, and should the situation of these
Indians require relief, you may supply them dai1y ·with one pound of fresh
beef, or three qun.rters of a p'Jund of salt pork for each individual, and one .
bushel of corn for every forty persons, for a term not exceeding three
months. Por the payment of the expenses incurred for tbis object, yon
will provide by an article of the treaty, and the ptirchases will be . made
with an understanding that they are not to be paid for till an appropriation
shall be made. You will report in detail all the necessary facts, and vriH
acconnt for these issues as apove prescribed.
Such assistance as may be necessary, you are at liberty to procure, and
to allow a reasonrrble compensation. But I recommend to you strict econo~y in all your expenditures, and also great caution in the selection of
persons to aid you. They should be men of character and established
probity.
Your O'ivn compensation \vill be eight dollars per day, while engaged in
holdinO" the councils, and ejght dollars for every twenty miles you may
tra.vel,to and from the place of meeting. You may appoint a secretary,
who will be allowed fivG dollars' a day, and five dollars for every twenty
mile.':l travel. Your account and his will be certified upon honor.
Bills for all your expenditures in holding the treaty, may be drawn upon
this Department, and will be paid upon sight. Regular vouchers ) will be
taken and immediately transmitted to the Second A·u ditor of the Treasury
for settlement.
'
In the whole course of yonr negociation, be pleased to take particular
care that the Indians understand your offers and objects. Explain the
whole matter fully and plainly. Let them see all the disadvantages of their
present position, and all the benefits of removal, and then let them decide
freely; but suffer no influential persons to appropriate to themselves an
undue :share of the consideration to be allow::.~.i.
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I enclose the copy of a letter to the Hon. H. L. White, With the statements which accompanied it, in order that you may understand the views
of the President in relation to the present condition of these Florida Indians.
Very respectfully,
Your obedient servant,
LEWIS CASS.
To Col. JAMES GADSDEN,
Commissioner, o/c.

D!!.P ARRMENT OF wAR,

February 23, 1832.
SrR: Should you find, upon your arrival among the Indians, insuperable
difficulties, owing to local eircumstances, in the accomplishment of the
object of your appointment, you are authorized, should you think the measu.re expedient, to permit a deputation of five or six chiefs to visit the seat
()f Government, if the Indians should wish it, and should vest such deputation with fuH powers to conclude a treaty.
I am, &c.
LEWIS CASS.
To Col. JAMES GADSDEN,
St. Augustine, Plorida.

WAR,
· June 4, 1832.
Sra: I have received your lette-r of the 2d 'instant, with the accompanying treaty with the Seminole Indians, and have the gratification of informing you, that the President is well satisfied with the arrangement yon
have made. The trust confided to you has, in my opinion, been executed
with great economy: judgment and tJ.delity.
Very respectfully yours, &c.
LEWIS CASS.
To Col. JAMES GADSDEN,
JVow at the city of New York.
DEPARTMENT OF

DEPARTMENT OF wAll, OFFICE lNDLo\N')" AFFAIRS,

·
February 18, 1833.
SrR: I have the honor to ackn'owledge the ~eceipt of your letter of the
28th ultilno, ad~ressed to the Secretary of War, in relation to the reservations of land to certain chiefs and their connections, under the additional
article of the Camp Moultrie treaty of 1823.
On examining the article of the treaty referred to, your proposal to
divide the reservations among the parties, in interest, according to the ratio
established in the payment of annuities, is one of doubtful policy and prac·
tical difficulty, and cannot be adopted. The Government is anxious f9r the
removal of the Seminoles beyond the Mississippi, from a well founded be-
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lief, that it would result in their permanent welfare. Its overtures to them
to effect that object, have been liberal and conciliating, and it cannot resort
to any measure of doubtful right, nor encourage, through the instrumentality of its agents, any measnre hostile to their interests, or calculated to produce dissention among them. If they cannot be prevailed upon by fair arguments and kind oilers to remove, the Government will have discharged
its duty to them, and they will be left to the regret of misconceiving their
true interests.
You allege that the young chiefs and warriors incline to sell and go,
and that they are a decided majority. If, by plurality of numbers, they can
obtain the supremacy in their council, no good objection can be perceived to
the exercise of that right. It is not for this Government, or its agents, to
point out that mode, or to endeavor, in any way, to bring it about, or to depart in the slightest degree from strict neutrality. But if the younger part
of the tribe can peaceably and fairly abtain ascendan<;!y in their council,
and would incline to sell and remove, it is an event to be desired most
earnestly. The Government having discharged its duty to them by kind
persuasion and liberal offers, it must now be left to their decision after consulting with one another.
The Department had already been apprised, by the commissioners, of the
feelings of the exploring party under Major Phagan, as it respects the country west, and entertain no doubt of their making a favorable report to their
tribe, and of its consequent removal.
I have the honor to be,
Very respectfully,
Your obedient servant,
ELBERT HERRING.

Col.

JAMEs GAnsnE:K,

Tallahassee, Florida .

.

l(EP AR TMENT oF

WAR, Dec. 20, 1833.

SIR: I have received your Jetter of the 22d ultimo, enclosing one from
Captain Graham to you. I thank you for the suggestions you have made.
They are valuable and will be kept in mind by me. You need not apologise for addressing me upon the subject of removing the Indians from
Florida. Considering the important agency you have had in the matter,
I do not wonder that you feel an anxiety on the subject. So far from finding your communications troublesome, I shall be glad at any time to
receive them.
·
The President will send the treaty immediately to the Senate~ and as
soon as it is acted on the necessary measures will be taken for the removal
of the Indians. You need be under no apprehensions that they, or persons
operating on them, will induce the Government unnecessarily to delay their
departure,
·
Very respectfully,
Your obedient servant;
LEWIS- GASS.
Col. JAMES GADSDEN.
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DEPARTMENT OF WAR,

December 27, 1833.
SIR: I have received your letter of the 4th instant, with its enclosure.
The treaties negotiated by you: have been submitted to the Senate for their
ratification, and I have no doubt that they will be favorably acted on by
that body. As soon as they pass the necessary estimates 'vill be sent in
and the appropriations asked :fiw, and no delay will . take place in· carrying
into effect the provisions of the treaty. I fully agree with you that decisive
measures should be at once 'used to effect tl1e removal of these Indians and
that they should understand at once no change will take place in the
intentions of the Government.
Very respectfully,
Your obedient servant,
LEWIS CASS.
Col. JAMES GADSDEN, Lepona, l?"'lorida.

DEPARTMENT OF WAR,

Novemper 28, ,1834.
SrR: I have received your letter of the 1st instant, on the subject of the
reported unwillingness of the Serninoles to remove west of the Mississippi.
I agree fully with you in your views on the subject. I have not the least
doubt but that the arrangements with them were fairly made and fully undei·stood. I know by experience how easily the Indians are induced by
the representations ot intoerested men to delay their own engagements, and
to de~ermine upon a course utterly irreconcilable with their prOinises and
their welfare. The views you have taken as to the proper measures to be
adopted meet my ·e ntire co~1currence, and ·you · will see by the enclosed
copies that the course indicated by yon had already been determined upon
by this Department. I trust that the orders given will be found sufficient
to obviate the difficulty. It · is due to the important part that you had in
the negotiation that full information on the subject should be communicated
to you.
Very respectfully,
Your obedient servant,
Col.

JAMES GADSDEN,

Lepona, Florida.

SEMINOLE AGEKCY,

Decem,ber 10, 1833.

SIR: The result of my most mature reflection and judgment as to the
best and most effectual and practicable mode of suppr~ssing the disO"raceful,
harrassing, and injurious traffic carried on by unprincjpled white men
with this tribe of Indians, is submitted in the project of a law proposed to
be passed by the Legislative Council of Florida, a copy of which you have
enclosed. In compliance with my promise in a Jetter addressed to the Secretary of War a few days ago, I now submit through you for his
If the general plan meets the approbation of the Department,
be supplied, and an amended copy be enclosed to the Governor or myself,
at Tallahassee, in time to be presented to the Legislative Council.
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' I have as yet seen but few of the Seminole chiefs, and cannot therefore
speak confidentiy as to the general temper of these people, relative to their
contemplated removal west. I am informed that Mickanopie, (the principal cl1ief) and other leading chiefs are apparently disposed to be very obstinate in their opposition to emigration, and I have but little doubt that white
men, on the borders ofthe Indian reserve, labor to aggravate this obstmacy.
I will promptly communicate to you every occurrence worthy of note.
Respectfully,
Your obedient Eervant,

WILEY THOMPSON,
A~ent
·ELBERT HERRING,

for Florida Indians.

Esq.

An ACT m3re effectually to suppress illicit commerce with Indians and Indian countrymen
within the limits of the Territory of Florida.

SF. c. 1. Be it enacted, That from and after the ·passing of this act, it
shall not be lawful for any ]Jerson or persons v;hatsoever, to sell, barter,
loan 1 give, or in any way distribute, within the limits of said 'ferritory,
any intoxicating liquid or liquids of any description whatso'3ver, to or
atnong any person or persons, either bond or free, male or female, generally
known as Indian countrymen, habitually residing with any Indian or Indians, or within the boundaries of any Indian town, reserve, tribe, or
nation, nor shall it be lawful for any person or persons whatsoever, €xcept
Indians and Indian countrymen habitually residing within the limits of
some Indian town, reserve, tribe, or nation, to purchase, barter, exchange
for, or on any pretence receive from any Indian or Indian countrymen,
any negro or other slave or slaves, horse or horses, cattle or hogs, the bona
fide property of any Indian or Indians, Indian countryman or Indian
conntrymcm, without a special license for that purpose first had and obtained under the authority of the Government of the United States. And any
person or persons who shn.ll or may be convicted of a violation of the foregoing provisions of this act, shall severally forfeit and pay the sum of five
court of th8 county in which '
thousand dollars, to be recovered in the
the violation may have been committed, by judgment against the goods
and chattels, lands and tenements of the person or persons so oft'Emding, ns
in common cases of debt, one-ha:lf of which shall be to the use and benefit
of the prosecutor, and the other half shall be paid into the treasury of the
'rerritory. And on failure of property sufficient to pay the amount of
judgment and costs, the offender or offenders shall be branded and whipped
at the discretion of said court.
SEc. 2. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That from
ai1d after the first day of F ebruary next, it shall not be lawful for any person or persons whatsoever, to keep any store 1 tavern, hotel, public boarding
house, nle-honse, confectionery, grocery or distillery, for the purpose of
vendin~ ardent spirits or other intoxicating liquids, or merchandise of any
other description, at any trading establishment, either from packs, carts,
wagons, or other vehicles, nor from any descriptimi. of navigation craft
whatsoever, within the limits of said Territory, without license first had
and obtained for that purpose from the clerk of the
cou'rt of the county,
where such store, tavern, hotel, public boarding house ,ale-house, confectiOn·
4
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ery, grocery, or distillery, or other ti·ading establishment, may be located, or
commerce prosecuted ; and any or all person or persons who shall or may be
-con vic ted of a violation of the provisions of this section of this act, shall
severally forfeit and pay the sum of five hundred dollars 7 to be recovered
of the goods and chattels, lands and tenements of the offender or offenders,
as provided in the .first section of this act, one-half of which sum shall be
to the use of the prosecutor, and the residue to the treasury of the Territory,
and on failnre to pay the same, the offender or offenders shall severally
rreceive thirty-nine lashes on the bare back under the direction of said
court.
SEc. 3. And be it further~ enacted by the authority aforesaid, That it
shall be the duty of the respective clerks of the aforesaid court, on application of any person or persons for license, in conformity to the provisions of
the second section of this act, to require of the applicant or applicants a
bond or bonds with ample secnrity for the sum of five thousand dollars,
payable to said clerk or clerks, and to his or their successms in ofiice, to be
void on the condition of faithful compliance by the applicant or applicants
with the provisions and requisitions of the first section of this act. Acd it
shall be the duty of said clerks respectively, in every case, w require of each
applicant, before issuing a license as herein before provided, to take and
subscribe the following oath or afiirmation on the back of said license, to
wit:
I
do solemnly swear or affirm (as the case rnay
be) that l will not directly or indirectly, in any way or manner violate the
true intent, object and meaning of an act entitled "An act more effectually
to suppress illicit commerce with the Indians and Indian countrymen,
day of
within the limits of the Territory of Florida," passed on the
, so help me God. And a true and regular record qf each application, license and oath so to be made aforesaid, shall be kept by said clerk or
clerks, -and said clerk or clerks shall receive from each applicant for every
license so to be issued; the sum of
as compensation for his or
their services aforesaid.
SEc. 4. And be it further enacted, That any person or persons who
shall violate any provisions of the first section of this act, after license so
had and obtained as aforesaid, shall be subject to all the pains and penalties
due to the commission of the crime of perjury and be punished accordingly.
SEc. 5. And be it further enacted, That it shall b~ and it is hereby made
the duty of all oftlcers of the rrerritorial Government, to the civil and
military, to be prompt and vigilant in carrying the provisions of this act
into full effect, and any officer . or officers who shall fail to discharge such
duty, shall be deemed guilty of mal-prnctice in office, and on conviction
thereof be punished accordingly.
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I»ist of copies of letters transmitted to Congress in answer to a call of the
House of Representatives, of lllay 21, 1836.
~am3s

of writer.

Gen. "\Vifey Thompson,
Do
do
Do
do
Do
do
Do
do
Do
do
Do
do
Do
do
Do
do
Do
do
Do
do
Do
do
Do
do
Do
do
Do
do
Do
do
Do
do
Do
do
Do
do

In answer to letters of.

DJ.te.

Dec. 10,
:May 6,

"

Sept. 3,
Oct. 28,
" 29,
Noy. 24.
Jan. 19;

"
,,

IVIar. 31,
May 30,
June 14,
" 28,
Aug. 1,
" 25,
Sept. 8,
Nov. 14,
S r)pt. 7,

1833
1834

"
"'~
",
,_
1835

"
"
"
"
"
"

"

"

~'

,,

February Q,
18,
"
April
29,
'~

Jnly
August
Sept.

1835
,,

,,

27,

~~

31,
12,
16,

a

"

"
"

SEMINOLE AGENCY,

iVovemb~r

24, 1834.

SrR: Having determined that the existing state of things here makes it

somewhat important that I should remain at the agency, unless otherwise
inslrncted by you, I have advertised, in some of the public papers, that I
will receive here claims, with the evidence in snpport of them, nnder the
treaty of Paine's Landing, against this tribe of Indians. But few of the
claims have yet come in.
Persons to whom balances are due from the Government, within the late
superintendency of Indian affairs in Florida, are becoming impatient. ]
have told them that you informed me, that when the Department should be
apprised that I was on my way to Florida, fnnds to pay all balances should
be imr:nediately remitted to me, and that as I have not yet heard any thing
from the Department upbn the subj.3ct, I was rcarful some miscarriage o.f
the mail had occurred.
It is important to me that I should be at home a week, about th?- com.~
m~mcement of the ensuing year; and if you do not object, I will make a
flying visit to my tamily about that time. If I go, my absence will not be
protracted beyond four weeks, if it exceeds three.
The ll)di;:ms appear peaceable and friendly; I have drawn the reins ot
Government close about them. They will, howev~r, not remove, but as
forced to do so. I am more confirmed every day in the, opinion that they
have been ta~npered with by designing, unprincipled ·white men; and they
have come to the conclusion: that by obsfinately persisting in their claim
to the right to remain here until the expiration of twenty years, from the
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date of the treaty at Camp Moultrie~ and abstaining from the commission
of any outrage, their claim will be finally acquiesced in by the Government;
and I have been informed, by confidential persons among them, that they
laugh at the idea of the little handful of men at this post being able to compel them to remove.
I have the honor to be,
Respectfully, your obedient servant,
WILEY THOMPSON.
ELBERT HERRING, Esq.

SEMINOLE AGENCY,
November 14, 1835.
16th of September, relative to the claim of Gen.

SIR: Your letter of th~
Clinch, has been received.
I was aware that this is a claim under the intercourse act of June, 1834;
but fhe peculiar and delicate character of the circumstances attending this
case: as expressed in my report of the 28th June, 1835, induced me to submit it to the Department, in the hope that it could be adjusted without subjecting the two witnesEes (August and Jack Forrester) to eminent danger.
It is to be feared that one, if not both, of those witnessP.s will be made a
sacrifice, should this claim be urged here, according to the regulations of
the Department under the intercourse act. I do not know that it is admissible for the Department to adjust it in any other way. But if it can be
adjusted without a submission of it to the Indians during the present excitement here, it is certainly very desirable that it -should be done; and
your silence upon that point induces me to hope, that some course can be
taken that will obviate the difficulty. In that hope, I respectfully snbmit
to the Secretary a copy of the report and evidence. There is no doubt
here of the facts as set forth in the evidence and report. The killing of
the negroes by the Indians, is notorious, and the outrageous characte~ of
the act induced the Indians to threaten the lives of the witne~Ees if thev
developed its history.
·
Very respectfully,
Your obedient servant,
WILEY THOMPSON.
ELBERT HERRING, Esq.

SEMINOLE AGENCY,
October 29, 1834.
SIR: The chief Holate Emnrtla has insisted upon me to say to the
~ecretary of War, that it is the earnest desire of himself, his confidential
chief, Fucke]usta Hadju, and their people, to settle ultimately with Blunt
and his band, beyond the limits of the United States; that he will, in good
faith, discharge his duty to the Government, and, if thought necessary,
with the Seminole Indians to the western Creek country. He asks of
. Govetnment, an arrangement by which him and his people may receive
proper consideration for their relinquishment of all their interest in,
claims upon, the United States, coupled with a stipulation that they will seek
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a new home for themselves. He says it was the distinct understanding be-·
tween him and Blunt, that he would follow him to his new home, which
partly induced Blunt to emigrate. That such has been his open and decided
course m support of the treaty of Payne's Landing, as to leave him no hope
that those most hostile to the removal of the Indians, will ever become reconciled to him. He says that it becomes necessary for him and his people
to seek safety in flight before the Indians are removed. He will enter into
stipulations to emigrate from Blunt's reserve, on the Appalachicola river, to
Blunt's new home, or go to the Arkansas country, and th~nce take his departure. That should it not become necessary for him to flee from this country,
he will stipulate to emigrate from hence, or from Arkansas, to Blunt's present
residence, as the Government may choose, and he begs that his proposition
may be received in confidence and managed with caution, as he is confident that his enemies, if they should be apprized of it, will he come infuriate.
The magnanimity which this chief has displayed will, I have no doubt,
obtain for the propositions which he thus submits, the friendly and serious
consideration of the honorable Secretary of 'Var. Holate Emartla desires an early answer.
I have the honor to be,
Yery respectfully,
Your obedient servant,
WILEY THOMP~ON,
Agent Florida Indians.
ELBERT HERRING, Esq.

CAMP KING, FLORIDA, Oct. 27, 1834.
The unsettled determination of a majority of the influential chiefs
of this nation to disregard the obligations imposed upon them by the treaty
at Payne's Landing, with the temper indulged by them towards Holate
Emartla, as manifested in council, added-to the threats which we have
heard have been made against him and some of his chiefs, satisfies us that
that magnanimous chief, who is faithful to his engagements with the United
States, is, with his confidential chiefs and families, in some danger. We
are, therefore, decidedly of opinion that if Holate Emartla should ask for
the protection which you have suggested to us, that would be afforded to
him and others who are in danger, by permitting them to go to the reservr
on Appalachicola river, abandoned by Colonel John Blunt, there to remaiJl
until called upon by you to return and join the emigrating Indians.. It is
dne to him to afford that protection ;· justice, humanity, and ·our feelings
would induce us to afford the suggested protection without hesitation,
should the protection be asked.
·
Very respectfully,
Your obedient servant,
J. B. F. RUSSELL, Capt. U. S. A.
WILLIAM M. GRAHAM, Capt. 4th Inft.

SIR:

Fort J(iJ7g, Florida.
Gen. vV ILEY

THOMPSON,

United States lndian Agent.
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SEMINOLE AGENCY, Octobe1· 28, 1834.
SrR: On the 1st instant, Captain J. B. F. Russell, of the United States
army, and myself, arnved at Camp King. On the succeeding morning I
called on the adjace11t chiefs, gave out broken days for the assemblage of
the Indians nt Camp King, on the 21st inst. to receive their annuity, th<j.t
being the earliest day they would assent to, and I told them I did not wish
any of them to assemble before that day, as I would not be at liberty to
issue provisions to them before the day appointed for the meeting ; and I
admonished them to be punctual to the appointed time.
Some of the leading chiefs did not arrive until the evening of the 22d 1
and them that were in attendance earlier, \vould not consent to meet me in
council until the absentees should arrive ; consequently: the firs~ meeting
occurred on the 23d, when I delivered to them a talk, the substance of
which you have enclosed. On the preceding day they, in answer to me,
gave in substance what you have appended to my talk of the 23d.
I told them I could not receive their talk as any thing like an answer lo
the propositions which I hnd submitted to them, arid that I must have a
direct answer. 'rhey reqnested that we should take time and debberate on
the subjects, under the influence of friendly feelings, &c. I told them that
as some of the propositions were very important to them, it was my duty to
give them reasonable time. to make up their minds upon these points, but
that when they should retire to deliberate upon these propositions, to carry
with them the recollection that what I had said to them was iB :pursuanc~
ef instructions fi·0m the Government, conformable to the :-:;tipulations of
their solemn treaty, and therefore must stand.
.
The succeeding day, on their intimation, we again met in council, when
they, through the same ehiefs, repeated in substance what they had said
the preceding day. I expressed to them my regret 7 that they should so
openly manifest a total disregard of the obligations of their solemn treaty
with the United States.
They then requested that I, as their agent and friend, would give them
my views and opinions upon the subject of their relations with the United
States, in compliance with which I gave in substance what you have in
1ny second talk herewith enclosed. During the delivery of my second
talk, I was frequently interrupted by some of the chiefs, especially a leading chief, ·who was a member of the exploring delegation, a circumstance
so unusual in an Indian connci1, as to Eatisfy me that they were not only
. afraid that I would prodnce a proper impres:sion on the minds of the· Indians; bnt that they are obstinately 11xed in a resolution to disregard the
treaty of Payne's Landing. \'Vhile I was portraying to them the utter and
inevitable ruin which would overwhelm them, were it possible for them to
remain in their present location a few years longer, silence ensued their
·p revious frequent interruptions they were awe-struck by the picture· I presented to them of utter desolation and hopeless wretchedness, and their
minds, especially JYI.icoanopa's, (whom the Indians look to ' as a principal
chief) seemed engrossed. and deeply interested. At that important crisis I
heard Powell, a bold and dashing young chief, who was seated by :Micoanopa; and who is vehemently opposed to the removal of the Indians, sp_eak
to the latter apparently in much earnestness, and the interpreter informed
me subsequently that Powell then urgerl Micoanopa to be firm in his resolution. Holate Emartla, one of the principal chiefs, displayed a magnanimity of character and a uobleness of soul, meriting a better fate than
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that which I fear awaits him; he was in Yery bad health, said but little;
but that little was a bold and manly declaration of his determination to
adhere, in good faith, to his engagements with the United States, and it was
coupled with a reproof on those who evinced a disposition to prove faithless. Holate Emartla and Fnckalnsta Hadjo, one of his confidBntial chiefs,
are of opinion that their own people and party embrace about one-thirJ of
the nation. These two chiefs informed me secretly that their lives \Vere
threatened; that they believed themselves and £·unilies, with some of their
people are in danger; and they appealed 'to me for the protection which.
would be afforded to them by permission to visit their friends on the Appalachicola river, under express stipulations that they will promptly return to
the Seminole country, or join the Indians on their emigrating journey,
when called on by me. 'rhis protection I have, on mature deliberation, determined to afford them, when it shall become obviously necessary; but I
directed Holate Emartla to be on the look out; stay as long as he can in
safety, as I confidently expect that the Government will soon enable me to
protect him and his people here, which he seemed delighted to heaL If,
however, he hnds himself in great danger, before the much to be desired
moment, when the Government will have a sufficient military furce in this
section, I have determined to permit him, and such of his people as are in
most danger, to occupy the reserve on the Appalachicola river, recently
evacuated by Colonel John Blunt and his party, there to remain under all
existing treaty limitations, restrictions and provisions, until called thence.
Yon have herewith enclosed a copy of the opinion expressed to me by
Captains Russell and Graham, as to the necessity and propriety of the
permission which I have determined to give to Holate Emartla.
A full view of all th~ circumstances, leaves me without doubt that these
deluded people have determined to resist the execution of the treaty of
Payne's Landin~, and I now have as little doubt that this d~lusion has been
induced by some of the causes of hostility to emigration, suggested in my
report to the superintendent of Indian Affairs, in Florida, dated the 1st of
January, 1834. 'l'here are many very likely negroes in this nation. Some
of the whites, in the adjacent settlements, manifest a restless desire to obtain
them; and I have no doubt that Indian raised negroes are now in possession
of the whites. Some of the negroes in the nation; with some of the Indiaus~
have been induced, by bribery or otherwi~~e, to stir up hostility among the
Indians to the intended emigration, for the purpose of detaining the negroes
here until the Territorjaljnrisdiction shall be extended over tbe Indian country, so as to enable fraudulent claimants to prosecute their du.ims in th~
Territorial courts, or, in the general scramble which may g-row out of a worse
state of things, give the avaricious and unprincipled an opportunity to effect
their object by some other means. It could not have escaped observation,
that the Indians, after they had received their annuity, purchased an unusually large quantity of powder and lead. I saw one keg of powder carried off by one chief, and I am informed that several whole kegs were purchased. I did not forbid the sale of those articles to the Ind~ans, because,
:as such a course would have been a decb.ratio11 of my apprehensions) it
might produce a sudden and immediate eruption. It may be proper to add
that I was heretofore informed that the chiefs have a deposite of forty or
:fifty kegs of powder, which I did not credit at the time.
·
Having thus given you a full view of the existing state of things here,
I feel it an imperious duty to urge the necessity of a ~-trong reinforcement
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of this post, and the location of a strong force at Tampa Bay, as early as
possibie. An imposing force thus promptly marsha1led, to coerce these
refractory people, will have the effect to crush the hopes of those who hnve
been tampering with them; awe the chiefs into a proper respect for the
Government; afford protection to the neighborit1g white settlern€nts ; and
supersede the necessity of Holate Emurtla and his followers, fleeing the
country.
I was infmmed t.hat it has been 11sual to make presents to the Indians
during the payment of the annuity. I did not feel myself authorized to
pursue the custon1, and theTefore declined doing so. I did, however, distribute among them a small quantity of tobacco, an article as indispensahle
in their estimation almost as provisions. .
In pursuance of your instructions, 1 am desiron~ to close the bnsineEs of
the superintendency of Indian affairs in :Florida. I cannot, however, accomplish this objec.t until I rer.:eive the requisite funds. I did anticipate the
arrival here of the funds necessary to effect this object sometime ago; but
owing, I ·presume, to the want of mail facilities, I have not recei-ved fwm
your -Department any conimunic.ation of a lat.e r date than the tith of August
last.
I have commenced the settlement of the business of the superintendency
as instructed, up to the date of my arrival here, whi'ch was on the 1st
instant 1 opportunely closing the 3d quarter of the present year. '11o that
date, Captain Russell; on my requisition, paid the striker on the Seminole
smithery. Eben Beale, the blacksmith whom I left employed, abandoned
the shop on the 5rh of May last; he was consequently only paid to that
date, at which time Captain Grnham employed a slave belonging to the
sutler here, Mr. Erastus Rogers, to supply Beale's place until I should return
to the agency. This slave was employed because a white man could not
be obtained who could be relied on. Since my anival, I have sought to
employ .a white man as gun and blacksmith, but fear I shall not be able to
obtain one in this country who can be relied on. 'fhe slave now engaged,
is a good smith, and I submit to you whether I shall continue him. On
my arrival here, I found the striker indul~·ing in intemperance, and I discharged him. Captain Graham furnished me with a man from the cantonment, to aid in the smithery during the assemblage of the Indians 1
when there is always much work required to be done. I promised the
man some compensation for his service. I ha-ve tried to obtain an Indian
to serve as striker and failed, and have been as unsuccessfi.1l in my application to the whites. If permitted, I will continue Mr. Roger's smith, and
employ an intelligent slave in the adjacent white settlements, who hires his
time of his owners, and is desirous to undertake as striker. I can control
these men 1 should they be employed, and submit the subject to yon 1 becan~e
I am aware of the policy which justifies the regulation that requires the
employment of white men, where Indians competent to peform the servicf~
cannot be found. 'rhe compensation due to Erastus Rogers for the services of his smith, from the 5th of lVIay, to the 30th of September last; was
not pajd, because Mr. Rogers is absent, and left no person duly authorized
to sign a receipt.
'Tpe existing state of things here, has brought me to the conclusion, that
it will be proper for me to remain at the agency, and receive here the claims
against the Indians, provided for by the treaty of Payne's Landing, the adjnstme11t of which has been committed to me.

[ Doc. Xo. 271. ]

57

I herewith enclose to you an estimate of all balances, within my knowledge, due from the Government to this superintendency, with the exception
of the claims for salary and expenses, in favor of the late sub-agent, Mr. D.
M. Sheffield. I have it not in my power here, to ascertain what is due to
him, to which may be added the regular pay of Stephen Richards, as interpreter, on the Appalachicola river. Although he was here at the payn1ent of
the annuity, such was the ,press of business, and excitement on the occasion,
that I forgot to ascertain from him the date to which he was last paid.
I have the honor to be,
Very respectfully,
Your obedient servant,
WILEY THOMPSON.
United States lndian Agent.
ELBERT HERRING, Esq.

FoRT KING. October 23, 1834.
The conncil coavened this day at 11 o'clock, A. M.'
The agent stated to the assemblud chiefs that he had two Government
interpreters, that if they wished another and would select one, he, the agent,
wonld invite him to assist in interpreting. Abraham was selected by
them.
The agent then addres~ed the council in substance as follows:
': Friends and Brothers : I come from your great father, the President of
the United States, with a talk: listen to what I say. Last winter I visited
your country; your people were generally out on their hunting expedition ;,
I SfiW but few of you. I was obliged to leave here when I did go, be ..
cause your father, the President, made it my dli.ty to superintend the emig ration of Colonel John Blunt and his people, according to the treaty
between that chief and the United States. I discharged Blunt and his
people at the city of Ne\v Orleans, and. they are gone to their new home
be yond the Mississippi river. This service engaged my attention until
May last, when, under permission from your father, the President, I started
to visit my family in Georgia. On my way my horse nm away with my
carriage, and come very near destroying me, which caused me much sickness, and obliged me to remain away from you until now. I am glad to
meet von all now in council.
"On the 9th of May, 1832, you entered into a treaty at Payne's Landing.
I comA from the President to tell you that he has compliecl with all his promises to you in that treaty that he was bound to do before yo11 move, and
that yon must prepare to move by the time the cold weather of the winter
shall have passed away. I have a proposition to you from your brothers,
the chiefs of the Western Creek nation, but before I present it to you I will
read to yon the preamble and the first article of the treaty at Payne's Land1
in~. (1 hat part of the treaty was then read, the treaty at Fort Gibson was
read ; and the map of the country allotted to the Seminoles was then
shown to them and explained.) Having thus shown to you that the country
which you have acquired beyond the Mississippi, for this which you have
by the treaty of Payne's Landing sold to the United States, lies adjoining
your brothers of the west. I will proceed to present to you their proposition.
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"Instead of settling in the country allotted to· you adjoining to them in
a body by yourselves, they invite you to settle promiscuously among them;
but they think all will be more prosperous and h0-ppy, and that there will
be less strife and contention, if you will, on their invitation, relinquish your
1·ight to a sepamte settlement, and settle promiscuously among them. Such
an arrangement will, they think, enable the Muscogee people to become, as
as they were in the dnys of other years, a great nation. You alone have
the right to decide whether you will accept the invitation or not: it is left,
as it should be, entirely optional with you, and no person but yourselves
has any right to say yon shall or shall not accede to the proposition.. Take
this with you . hen you retire, reflect upon it, and make up your minds for
yourselves and people.
" Thotl£h the President does not believe that any of his red children
here are so dishonest and faithless as to refuse to go_, yet a circumstance
occurred last year which induced a belief that some person or persons
aro}.md here had a disposition to med9.le in regard to the removal-that
SJ~'tne person had recommended that a delegation should be sent to the Pre·
. ~ident-this made the President angry, and he sent his orders in writing
· (when a letter fi·om the 'Var Department, dated 21st February, 1834, to his
Exce1lency William P. Dnval, was read and explained.) This agency will
be discontinued after the 31st December next. The lands here will be snr·
veyed and sold, and the laws of the white man will soon extend over this
country, therefore; the sooner you leave this land the better for you. The
most comfortable and expeditions mode of travelliug for you, your old men,
women, and children, is by water. I think, if yon wish, and you should
request me to ask your father, the President, to send you by water, his eon·
sent may be obtained. As to the idle reports that I have heard flying about
in regard to an intention to take from you your negroes, -as weli as the
foolish report that some of the negroes will not consent to go, I have only
to say, that your father, the President, will defend you and your property
from all persons, white as well as others ; and as to your negroes, should
there be any so foolish as to object to going with you, he will compel them
to go even in irons if necessary.
.
"I have other propositions to present to you, and which I want yon also
to consult upon, and give me an answer as soon as you have made up your
minds.
" Th~t next question arises out of the fifth article of tho treaty at Payne~s
Landing. (1'hat article was read and explained.) '"rhe qnestion is, whether
those among you who own cattle, (which are to be given up to the United
States at a fair valuation) will prefer to take cattle at your new home, or
there receive the amount of money 'vhich shall be adjudg·ed to be the value
of the cattle yon gave up here?- I wish those of you who desire cattle to be
returned to you c<.t your new homes, foi· such as you may leave here, to
inform me ol your wish that the Government may be apprized in tim~ to
COlnply.
.
" The next question is, whether you will petition to go by water, as the
llest mode for getting nll the old men, womeu, the children, Jame, sick, and
la-zy of your people comfortably along on their journey to their Tle\v home I
"The next and last question is, how will you have th~ next nnnnity
paid to you; will you have it in goods or in rnoney? Should you prefer to
receive it in such goods as will snit your wants: your father, the President,
will have them deliYered to you at fair prices, and much lower thun you
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obtain them from the traders. In conclusion, as your friend and brother,
I have only to say that Captnin Rnssell m1d myself, are to accompany you
to your new home, and for myself; and I will add for Captain Russell, who
heurs me, we pledge ourselves to be your friends; to share your toils and
hardships; and yonr sufferings, if~ unfortunately, any of you should unexpectedly suffer."
The proposition which I present for you decision is:
1st. \VIlL you accept the invitation of your brothers of the 'Vestern
Creek nation?- .
·
2d. Do you prefer eattle or money, when you ·arrive at your new home,
for the cattle, which, under the treaty, yon must give up here?
3d. vVill you petition to go by water, or do you prefer to go by land?
4th. How will you have your next annuity paid to you, in money or in
goods?
These are the questions I wish you to deliberate upon, and give me your
answer to them ns soon as yon have made up your minds. When you retire and enter into private council, upon the propositions which I have
thus submitted, should you want .any further explanations on either point,
send for me, I will attend you, give the desired explanation, and retire immediately, so as not to be an intruder on your private counciL Yon are at
liberty to retire.
The speaker of the nation, Holate Emartla, said they would retire and
hold a private council this evening, and also again in the morning, and after that, they would attend the agent 111 council. He then addressed the
Indian assembly by stating that '-they now had no excuse; that they had
heard all that the agent had no\v said at Payne's Landing; that ii1 the consultation they must not act like fools.
· (Reported confidentially.)
41

The pri v:.tte Indians met in their camp in the afternoon with the chiefs 1
and Poivell got up and addressed them, by r~commending that they should
object to the emigratiotJ, and to resist all efforts to remove them; and that
any person that should consent to remove, should be looked upon as an enemy, and should be held responsible to the nation. After a short silence
Holate Emartla was called upon, by the a8sembly, for his opinion. Hereplied, hy saying, that they were in possession of his candid opinion ever
since the treaty was made at Payne's Landing; that he then consented,
with all the rest, to that treaty, and every imrt and clause of it; that he was
a man, that did not have the talk of a foolish child; that he delioerately
thought of every thiag for the welfare of himself and nation, before he
gave his consent to that treaty; that he was there and then satisfied; for it
~vas their only alteruative for salvation there and hereafter; that he also deliberately and coolly, and with the balance of the delegation that went west
of the Mississippi to examine the country, gave his consent, after a full examination, to ratify, as they were authorized to do, that treaty.
'rhat Jnmper, another one of the chiefs, who was also with the rest, was
fully satisfied, and expressed himself so, and that he had now no other
disposition or excuse, than what he had then; that he was satisfied then,
and is satisfied now; that he did not make talks one day, to break them the
next, and as for resistance to it, it was an idle thing, and impossible; for
they had been told already, by the agent, that their father, the President, ex-
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pected them as chiefs, and men of honor, to comply with their bargain; and
that if they were so foolish as to heap ruin and disgrace upon themselves
and people, their father, the President, would compel them to comply with
it; that he advised them, as lwnest men, not to resist it. Jumper, a chie~
then proposed, that Holate Emartla should represent in the council the
next day, the objections of the nation to removal; who objected, by saying
he would not show himself so foolish as to deliver such a simple talk; he
considered he was a man, and if he should talk, he must talk like a man.
Friday, October 24, 1834. The Indians again met in council. ti'he
agent then told them that he had given them a talk yesterday, and asked
them if they were ready to give him an answer to the several propositions
which he then referred to them? The first was in regard to the invitation
of the Western Creeks; the second was on the subject of their cattle; the
third was, that if you should wish to go by water, and would say so, I
would recommend it to the President; the fourth was; as to whether you
will have the next annuity paid to you in money or goods. Upon these
points I am now ready to receive your answer.
Abraham was selected as their interpreter.
Holata Micco then rose and said: "God made all of us, and. we all came
from one woman, sucked one bnbby; we hope we shall not quarrel; that we
will talk until we get through."
Micoanopa said, that when they were at Camp :Moultrie, they made a
treaty, and was to be paid their annuity for twenty years; that is all I have
to say.
Jumper said, that at Camp Moultrie they told them all difficulties should
be buried for twenty years, from· the date of the treaty made there; that
after this they held a treaty at Payne's Landing, before the twenty years
were out; that they told them they might go and see the country, bnt that
they were not obliged to remove. _T he land is very good, I saw it, and
was glad to see it; that the neighbors there were bad people; that they did
not like them bad Indians, the Pawnees. I went and saw the place; I told
the age~t that I was a rogue; that he had brought me to the place here
along side, and among the rogues, the bad Pawness, because I am a rogue.
I went to see the land, and the commissioners said that the Seminoles must
have that land. When we went west to see the land, we had not sold our
land hen~, and we were told only to go and see it. The Indians there steal
horses, and take packs on their horses; they all steal horses from the different tribes; he do not want to go among such people; your tnlk seems
always good, but we don't feel disposed to go west.
Holate Emartla.-" 'The horses that were stolen by the Cherokees, we
never get back (the party that went west.) vVe then told the agent (Phagan) that the people were bad there ; the land was good. When they went
there, we saw the Indians bring in scalps to the garrison. When we were
there, we had a meeting with Mcintosh ; he told us that among all their
neighbors they had peace. That he and Col. Arbuckle were to send out
to have a treaty of peace with all the Spanish Indians ; and when that was
done, a report of it was to be sent to Washington. I am sick. I cannot
say all I want to say. I am a man that wants to talk coolly and deliberately, and to tell the truth in all things. They promised to send to our nation
word when peace was made with all those Indians west of the Mississippi.
He then told the chiefs to address the agent, and express their opinionas they baa different opinions, they should talk it over, and consult, and try
to come all of one opinion.
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Charley Emartla.-" The speakers of the nation are all dead ; but I recollect some of their words when they had the meeting at Camp Monltrie.
I was not there, hut heard that we would be at peace, ·and that we would
have our annuity paid to us for 20 years. White people have told me that
the treaty at Camp Moultrie, which was made by great men, and not to be
broken, had secured them for twenty years; that seven years of that treaty
are still unexpired. I am no half breed, and do not lean on one side. I(
they tell me to go after the seven years, I say nothing. That as to the proposition made therr:. by the agent about removing, I do not say I will not
g:o; but I think that, until the seven years are out, I give no answer. My
family I love dearly and sacredly. I do not think it right to take them
right off. The President has often said to me that he loves his childrenthat they loved him. When a man is at home, and got his stock about him,
he looks upon it as th~ subsistence of himself and family. rrhen when
they go off, they reflect and think more seriously, than when quiet at home.
I do not complain of the agent's talk. J\iy young men and family are all
around me. Should I go west, I should lose many on the path. As to the
country west, I looked at it; a weak man cannot get there; the fatigue
woulJ. be so great; it requires a strong man. I hardly got there.
When I went there, the agent, Phagan, was a passionate man-he quarrelled with us after we got there. Had Major Phagan done his duty, it
would all have been settled, and there would have been no difficulty. If I
know my own heart, I think I am true. If I differ from the agent, he is .a
free man, and has his right to his talk. I hope his talk will bring all things
right, that hereafter we may all live well together. I am pleased with the
sight of the agent, and hope we may know each other better."
rrhe agent then said, I have no answer to make to what you have said
to me to-day. My talk to you yesterday must and will stand, and you must
abide by it. I am surprised at the chiefs, that, after the solemn treaty they
entered into at Payne's Landing, they should come to me to-day with such
a talk as they have made. Is it any thing like an answer to the propositions
and questions which I submitted yesterday: for your consideration and decision? The meeting was appointed for the 21st instant; three days have
passed away, and the chiefs come to me to-day with a foolish talk about
Camp Moultrie. Is this a talk like chiefs? Is it such as I had a right to
.expect from you after my honest talk to you? I will not, dare not, receive
your talk to-day as any thing like an answer to the questions which I submitted to you yesterday. I must have a direct answer to these questions :
The first is, will you accept of the invitation from your brothers of the
west? The second is, do you prefer money or cattle, at your new home,
for the cattle you will leave here? The third is, do you wi!Sh to go by water?
The fourth is, do you prefer to have your next annuity paid to you in goods,
suitable to your wants, or will you have it in money? And I want when you
meet me again-in council, to give a correct account of the number of your
people, that the Government may provide for ym,1 comfortably while on
your journey, whether by land or by water. Now retire, and take as much
time as is necessary to deliberate on the points which I have submitted to you;
and when you are ready to mget me, let me know. When you come here
again, come prepared to act like chiefs, and honorable men; don't bring to
me any more foolish talks. Men do not listen to the talks of a child; and
remember that the talk I gave you must and will stand.
October 25, 1~34. The Council convened at 11 o'clock. Interpreters as
yesterday.
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'rhe Agent said tq the Council, "I am ready to receive your answers to
the questions which I submitted to you."
Holate 2J.::licco.-I have only to repeat what I said yesterday, and to say
the twenty years from the treaty at :Moultrie has not yet expired. I never
gave my consent to go west; the whites niay say so, but I never gave my
consent.
Jumper.-\!Ve are not satisfied to go until the end of the twenty years,
_according to the treaty at Camp Moultrie. We were called upon to go to
the west, beyond the Mississippi. It is a good country ; this is a poor country we know. We had a good deal of trouble to get there ; what would it
be for all our tribe '?
1Vfipoanopa.-" I say, what I said yesterday, I did not sign the treaty."
Charley Emartla.-'I"'he agent told ns yesterday we did not talk 10 the
point. I have nothing to say different froin what I. said yesterday. At
Payne's Landing, the white people forced us .into the treaty. I was there.
I agreed to go west, and did go west. I went in a ve~sel: and it made me
sick. I undertook to go there ; and think that, for so many people, it would
be very bad. The_ Indians and the whites have spilled no blood. They
stole things from each other. At Payne's Landing the tomahawk was buried, and peace was .to prevail as long as agreed on between whites and Indians. 'l"'hey agreed at Payne's Landing, that if blood was seen in the
path to think it was because a person had snag-ged his foot. We wish to
hear the agent'£ views and opinions on the matter.
The Agent.-You tell me you wish to hear me upon the subject of your
relntions with the United States, and you have tolcl me that you want to
talk the matter over calmly, and in good humor. I am not mad; I am
your friend. I feel here that I am, and that it is my offieial duty to be so.
All the reply required of me, officially, to your foolish and unreasonable
talk, is, that it is no answer to the questions I submitted to you. I cannot, I
dare not receive it as an answer. I have told you that you must stand to your
bargain. My talk is still the same. You must go west. Your father, the
President, who is your friend, will compel you to go. Therefore, be not
deluded by any hope or expectation that you will be permitted to remain
here. You have expressed a wish to hear my views and opinion upon the
whole matter. As a man, and your friend, I will this day once deign to
reason with you; for I want to show you that your talk of to-day is the
foolish talk of a child. · Holate Micco tells me that one God made us all, ·
and that we all descended from one woman, and drew nourish_m ent fi·om
one breast. When I admit this truth, as I cheerftilly do, I feel here in my
bosom that you are my brothers, and thot I am your friend. We should
therefore act towards each other as brothers, and not speak with a forked
tongue; if we do, or if we try to break our solemn talks, that Great Spirit
that made us will punish us. lVIicoanope tells me that he did not sign the
treaty at Payne's Landing, and that the twenty years of the annuity according to the Camp Moultrie treaty is not expired. I hold in my hand the
treaty of Payne's Landing; here is Micoanope's name and mark to it ; it was
witnessed by (here the witnesses were named). They are honest men,
tberefore Micoanope does not tell the truth. He did sign the treaty at
Payne's Landing. (Micoanope here interrupted the agent by saying that he
did not touch the pen, he only reached over and pointed to it). He did
touch the pen ; for when he attempted to sign by pointing, he was told to
touch. Hicks bent down out of ll.is way. He did sign the treaty. Jum-
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per Sclys they agreed at Payne's Landing to go und examine the country
west, but they were not bound to remove to it until the nation should agree
to do so, after the return of the delegation; and he adds, what others of you
have sa.d, that the treaty at Camp lVloL~ltrie was to stand for twenty years.
Such u talk from Jumper surprises me, for he is a man of sense. He under. stauds the treaty at ,Paync.'s Landing, which he signed; he was the first
named in that treaty, of the delegation appointed to go west; he knows
that that treaty gave him and the other members of the delegation authority
to decide whether the nation should remove or not. He visited and examined the country that was proposed to yon, and he, with all the other members of the delegation, decided that the country is good; that the Seminole
nation should remove to it according to the treaty at Payne's Landing. The
Indian Board of Commissioners made a treaty with your brothers of the
west, by which they agreed to reunite with yon, and Jumper, with all the
other members of the delegation made a final treaty ·which I now hold in
my hand, with all their names nsubscribed to it, confirming the treaty at
Payne's Landing. 'The President therefore will be aston~shed when he
hears that Jumper ha£ made a different talk now. Charley Emartla savs
that the treaty at Camp !11oultrie was made by men, and that it has seven
years to stand, and that tlley were not bound by the treaty of Payne's Landmg to remove west, because the question was not submitted to the Seminole nation after their delegation returned, whether they were willing to
go. You all say that as there are seven years of the twenty years' annuity
stipubted in the treaty of Camp Moultrie yet to run, you are not bound to
go until the full time is expired, and yet the whole of yon signed a treaty at
Payne's Landing, by which you solemnly bound yourselves to remove within
three years from the ratification of that treaty, and the ' whole of the delegation that went west confirmed that promise by entering into a final
agreement to do so, by which the whole nation is bound. But why talk
~bout the Camp Moultrie treaty, as if you had not the right or power to
make the treaty at Paine's Landing until the term of annuity, stipulated by
the treaty at Camp Moultrie, shall have expired? Was it not in your power
to make the treaty at Payne's Landing? Did you not have the right to do so'!
If you did not have the right to do so, then you who signed the treaty at
Payne's Landing were faithless·to your people, and are unfit to be chiefs. If
I make a trade wit!t you, by which J give you the use of my horse during
four or more years, for twenty dollars a year, would we not have the right
to make anot~1er trade before the· expiration of the time limited, by which
I would take my 'horse back again? You know you had the right to make
that treaty ; you did make it, and you know and feel that you are all bound
by it. But you say the treaty at Camp Moultrie was made by men, thereby
indicating that the treaty at Payne's Landing was not made by men. Was
it made by old women and children '! If the spirit of Hicks is now flitting
uround us, how must he grieve at your conduct ; how blush to hear you acknowledge you are not men; that yon are unfit to be chiefs. But itis said by
Charley £martla, that the white pE:ople forced you into the treaty at Payne's
Li'1nding. If you were so cowardly as to be forced by any body to do what
yon ought not to do, you are unfit to be chiefs, and your people ought to
hurl yon from your stations. But you know that this is not the truth ; you
know you. were not forced to do it. You know that Colonel Gadsden told
you at Payne's Landing, that it was the wish of your father, the President,
to remove you west of the Mississippi river; that you had to make a treaty.
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for that purpose ; that it was a proposition in which you are deeply inte·
rested; and he told you therefore to take time therefore, and reflect well upon
it, for if you then agreed to it, you would be obliged to comply with your
bargain. You know that Colonel Gadsden is a pure man. You know that
the witnesses to the treaty are respectable men. You \Vell understood
that treaty then; you understand it now, and you feel that yon slander the
whites by saying you were forced to make the treaty: you made the treaty
because you were authorized to do so, and because it was your duty to
consult the good of your people. Thi~ is y0ur justification to your people
for having made the treaty. You, by this treaty, clothed your delegation
with power to say whether the nation should move west: they went and
viewed the country, and found it good. This is their justification to the
nation for making the final agreement with the Indian board of commissioners. Having found the country good, they were bound to do as they
done. According to· the form of the white people's Government, each
State and Territory has its own boundaries. rrhe States have the right to
extend their laws over the Indians located within their respective limits.
With the permission of Congress, the Territories may do the same: Georgia,
Alabama, and other States, have already extended their jurisdiction over
the Indians within their respective limits. The Creeks, Choctaws, Chickasaws, and Cherokees, who live in the States: are moving west of the :Mississippi river, because they cannot live under the white people's laws; they
are gone and going, and the Seminole people are a small handful to theu
number. Two Governments cannot exist in the same boundary of territory. Where Indians remain within the limits of a State or Territory until the jurisdiction of a State or Territory shall be extended over them, the
Indian government, laws, and chiefships, are forever done away-the Indians are suhject to the white man's law. rrhe Indian must be tried,
whether for debt or crime, in the white man's court ; the Indian's Jaw is
not to be known there ; the Indian's evidence is not to be admitted there ;
the Indian will, in every thing, be subject to the control of the white man.
It is this view of the subject which induces your father, the President, to
settle his red children beyond the limits of the States and territories where
the white man's law is never to reach you, and where you and your children are to possess the land, while the grass grows and the water runs.
He feels for his red children as a father should feel. It is therefore that he
made the treaty with you at Payne's Landing, and for the same .reason he
will compel you to comply with your bargain. But let u~ look a little
more closely into your own situation. Suppose (what is however impossible) that you could be permitted to remain here a few years longer, what
would be your condition? This land will soon be surveyed, sold to, and
settled by, the whites. There is now a surveyor in the country; the jurisdiction of the Territory will soon be extended over this country.. . Your
laws would be set aside, your chiefs would cease to be chiefs ; claims for
debt and for your negroes would be set up against you by bad white men,
or you would perhaps be charged with crimes affecting life; yon would be
hailed before the white man's court; the claims against you for debt, for
your negroes, or other property, and the charges of crime preferred against
you, would be decided by the white man's law. White men would be
witnesses against you ; Indians would not be permitted to give evidence;
your condition, in a very few years, would be hopeless wretchedness. But
let us come down to a single case. Suppose Micoanopa could be permitted
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to take a reserve qf a mile. squa.re, and he c?uld be permitted to remain here
a few years longer; he has many fine looking negroes ; there are persons
who have an itching desire to obtain some of the fine negroes in the nation;
the white man's law extended over Micoanopa, a white. man sets up a
claim to Micoanopa's negroes, and exhibits, in the white man~s conrt, a bill
of sale fi·om Micoanopa, do you not believe some white man could be got
to prove the bill of sale ? Indian evidence \vould not be admitted, and
~licoanopa would be compelled to give np his negroes. When I was in
this country last winter, I was told that Micoanopa, on some occasion, asked
a white man to draw a piece of writing fnr him; the man done so ; 1'.1icoanopa signed it; and some time thereafter the man set up a claim to a considerable part of this country; for the writing, instea.d of what l\1icoanopa
wanted, turned out to be a conveyance from him to the man, of a· large
tract of land. 'rhis was many ye~rs ago-; but all bad men are not yet
dead, and white men can still write; and Micoanopa has likely negroes.
'rhus, yon may see, that were it possible for Micoanopa to remain here a
few years longer, he wonld be reduced to hopeless poverty, and when urged
by hunger to ask, perhaps, of the man who thus would have rninerl him,
(and is perhaps now tampering with him for the purpose o( getting his property,) for a crust of bread, he might be called an Indian dog, and be ordered to clear out. [Here Powell, who. was seated by Micoanopn, urged
him to be firm in his resolution.] Your father, the President, sees all these
evils, and will save yon from them by removing you west ; and I stand up
for the last time to tell you, that you must go ; and if not willingly, you will
he comp8lled to go. I should have told you tlmt no more .ammity will he
paid to yon here. [Powell replied that he did not care whether any more
was ever paid.] I hope yon will, on more mature reflection, act like honest
men, and not compel me to report you to your father, the President, as faithless to your engagements.
Powell said the decision of the chiefs was given - that they did not in~
tend to give any other answer.
Nlicoarwpa said that he did not intend to remove.
The Agent. I am now fully satisfied that yon are willfully disposed. to
be entircl y dishonest in regard to your eng~'1gement,s vrith the President,
and regret thnt I must so report yon. The talk which I have made to yon
must and will stand. Retire and prepare your sticks to receive your annuity to-morrow.
\

\

SEMINOLE AGENCY,

September 8, 1835.
Sm: Your letter of the L2th ultimo enclosing a copy of Mr. Gilleland's
L'tter of July, 18:35, to the Department, on the subject of his claim against
t!le S .~mi n oles, has been received.
I did rece~ve a letter from Mr. Gilleland on the subject of this claim;
and I replied to him that it would be embodied-in my general report upon
tlv~ claims which might be suhmitted to me under the 6th article of the
trPrtty of 1832, with the Seminoles: and that I should mn.ke my report as
Very respe_ctfulJy, your· obedient servant,
early as pructicuble.
1

'2\lr.

c.

\VlLEY THOMPSON.
A.

HARRIS,

Actin_~·

5

Secretary of fVar.
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EHERToN, September 3, 1834.
SIR: Captain J. B. F. Russell, of the United States Army, informed me
by letter, dated at Lynchburg, Virginia, on the 13th ultimo, that being detained by slight indisposition, he would wait there until he should receive
an answer from me to inquiries as to the probability of my being able to
accompany him to Camp King, and whether he would be able to obtain in
Augusta, Georgia, specie to the amount of five or six thousand dollars, for
a 'l'reasury draft on the Branch bank at Charleston, South Carolina, as on
my answer would depend his determination, as to the i·oute he would pursue. I immediately replied to him, that although I had fixed upon an earlier
day for my departure from the agencyl yet that I would wait until the 4th
instant, when the stage leaves this place for Augusta, which would afford
him an opportunity to join me on the way, or meet me in that city, where
we would, I had no doubt, be able to effect the excpange he desired, and if
. we should fail then, we should, in all probability, be able to accomplish the
object in Savannah, through which eity would be our best route, as I was
informed that a steam-boat plies between that city and a point on the St.
John's river, Florida, within a short distance of Camp King. I shall, therefore, be on my way to the agency by twelve o'clock to-morrow.
Immediately on my arrival at the agency I shall proceed, in pursuit of
instructions from your Department, relative to the unsettled business of the
superintendency of Indian affmrs in Florida-the adjustment of claims
against the Seminole Indians, for the payment of which an appropriation
has already been made-and the presentation of the proposition of the western Creek chiefs to the Seminoles. I am somewhat at a loss to determine
at what point I ought to receive the claims; with the evidence in support of
tl;tem. The Seminole and Appalachicola Indians are separated a distance
of about two hundred and fifty miles, and it is presumable that the claimants are scattered through Georgia, Alabama, and the various sections of
Florida; some of them remote from any point which may be designated,
perhaps five hundred miles. 1t will be proper for me, l apprehend, to give
notice in the public papers, not only that 1 am authorized to adjust those
claims, but also of the point or points at which, with the time when, they
may be exhibited. Evidence in support of some of the claims has been
transmitted to your Department, which it would be well for me, perhaps, to
11ossess-I recol1ect the claim of :Mulatto King; or Bacca Pechassie.
· To effect the object of closing the business of the superintendency, my
presence at Tallahassee, anu at the Indian reserves on the Appaluehicola
river, may be necessary. Besides the chiefs Bacca Pechassie and Econchattee M.icco are, on my return to Florida, to report to me their final decision, on the proposition which I made to them in reference to the migration of themselves and p~ople. ~ des_ire.'il1struction~ ?n the several_ suggestions I have made, especPtlly as It w1ll mvolve additiOnal expenditure,
1f I visit Tallahassee and the Indians on the Appalachicol?t river, which
seems to me important.
Very respectfnlly,
Y our obedient selT an t,

vVILEY ,.rHOMPSON.
ELBERT HERRING,

Esq.
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August · 25, 1835.

:SIR : Your letter of the 31st ultimo, acknowledging the receipt of my

Teport upon tl1e claim of Gen. D. L. Clinch, against the Seminole Indians,
llas been received.
The treaty of Payne's Landing, between the United States and the Seminole Indians, was concludeu on the ninth day of May, 1832. The 6th
article of the ,treaty is in the following words : " ,..fhe Seminoles being
anxious to be relieved from repeated vexatious demands for slaves and
other property, alleged to have been stolen and destroyed by them, so that
they may remove, unen1barrassed, to their nc v homes, the United States
stipulate to have the same properly investigated, and to liquidate such as
may be satisfactorily established, provided tln amount does not exceed
seven thousand dollarfL"
The construction which I have gi,-en to the above recited articJe, excludes from a participation of the seven thousand dollars provided by that
article, all claims which have originated subsequent to the date of the
treaty. 'I'he claim of General Clinch has originated subsequent to that
date, and I had, therefore, supposed that 6eneral Clinch's claim was a
good and subsisting one against the na1ion, and not contemplated by the
treaty. H the treaty must be construed as contemplating claims which
have originated subsequent to its date, there · are other claims which must
be admitted with General Clinch's. Indeed claims which may originate
at any time before a final report, will, on that rule of construction, be admitted.
Do me the favor to inform me what construction I shall give to the
treaty.
Very respectfully,
Your obedient servant,
·wiLEY THOMPSON.
Mr. C. A, HARRI S.

SEMINOLE AG~NcY,

August l, 1836.
SIR: About the 19th or 20th of June, a rencounter occurred between
a party of whites and a party of stTolling Indians, in which three of the
whites were wounded. One of the Indians killed and one wounded, of
\vhich I received information on the 22d. There were at that time five
of the principal chiefs at the agency, I immediately despatched runners for
others, who promptly attended, to aJl of whom I made known the outrage
which had been committed, and peremptorily demanded of the nation a
surrender of the depredatory. The chiefs at once discla.imed the outrageous act of their countr-ymen, and promptly ordered the apprehension of
the culprit~, and on the succeeding morning, (which was the 24th,) four of
them were brought up and ~urrendered to me, and two more were brought
on the evening of the same day and given up. The examination of these
two parties was separately taken, a C<:)py of which you have herewith
enclosed.
The wounded Indian was, during the succeeding night, borne on the
shoulders of others who \vere ~ent to bring him, to within three or four
miles of this place, when it was Jound that he was so ill from a severe
wound, that he could be b-rought -no further. I rermitted him to relnaia
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there 1 on a pledge of the chiefs, that when sufficiently recovered, he should
be brought to the garrison and be confined. 'rhe other six were kept iu
confinement until the 27th ultimo, when I turned them over to the chiefs 7
on their giving me a pledge, that when called for, the whole of the seven
should be surrendered to the civil authority. The accompanying copy of
a correspondence which will show that I made a tender of them to the
civil authority, will, I trust, be considered a sufficient justification of the
course I have taken: I have not yet received an answer from Judge Sahchey. The chiefs began to complain of delay; the prisoner£ becn,me extremely impatient, and a proper regard to economy seemed to me to require
that _t~e post should be relieved from the expense of supplying them with
prOVlSlOllS.

The chiefs acted promptly and with energy, for which they m erit com--.
mendatiou.
. ,
Very respectfully,
Your obedient servant,
WILEY THOMPSOI~.
Hon. ELBERT Ht:RR I NG~
~Cmmn·ission er of Indian Affairs.

SEMINOL E AGENCY, Jime 24, 1835- Forenoon ..
Examinatien of W acoochee Hajo, Sapokitee, vVe-ha-sit-kee and Capicha
Hajo, some of the Indians who formed the party that committed the outIage in Alaskwa county, on the
day of June, 183;:>.
Their statement:
W acoochee Hajo, Sapokite, Vvehalitkee, Fuxe, and Sav.rtichce, of Long
Swamp, went beyond the Indial'l boundary near K anahaha pond, in Alahama county. Before they marched there they killed a cow, (whieh be1onged to one of the whites) in the neighborhood of Deamonds ponc1..
\iVhen they got within three miles of Kenapaha, near a sink hole, 'Yhere
there is water, they c:mcamped. Another party of Indians, viz: Capichu.
Hajo, Chokikee and Hithlomee, from Big Swamp, who had been upon the.
Santa fee river, met them there and encamped a short distance from the fi rst
_party; that two of the Long Swamp Indians, to wit: Lecotichee and F uxe,
went ont hunting in the morning; the other six, to wit, VV acoochee Hajo,
Sapokitee, w ·ehalitkee, Capicha Hajo, Chokikee, and Hithlomee, were together about 12 o'clock at one of the camps, when a party of whites arrived
at the camp where the six Indians were together, took their gun s from
three of them, examined their packs, and commenced whipping them, and
the Indians ran off. One of them ran but a short distance. when he was
called by the whites. The whites commenced whipping him again ; he
called to another Indian who had also ran off; at that crisis the two Indians
w~1o had b~en out hunting, to wit, Lecotichee and Fuxe were approachi tg the camp, and commenced firing at the party of whites. The whites
T2turned the fire, killed Fuxe and wounded Lechotichee severely, the other
three from Long Swamp were disarmed before the firing commenced. The
three from Big Swamp, who WQre at the camp of the Long Swamp Indians
when the whites arrived, and had left their guns at their own camp, ran
{)ff when the firing commenced, without their guns. After the whites
]eft the scene of action, one or two of the Indians went back and got their
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-guns. Three guns were taken by the whites be tore the firing commenced,
and were carried off by them. But two Indians, to wit, Fuxe and Lechotichee tired, and they fired two or three times ea,ch .

.Tune 25, 1835-Afternoou.
Examination of C okikee and Hithlomee.
'rhey were with Capicha Hajo, and had been upon the Santafee river.
'crhey met Wacoochee Hajo, and four other Indians at a sink hole whel'e
there is wat~r, about three miles_ from Kanahahn: pond. 'rwo of the Long
Swamp Inchans ·were out hnntmg; the three B1g Swamp Indians were at
the camp of the other party, making six at thnt camp. _About 12 o'clock
a party of whit~ men came upon that camp, the whites began to whip the
Indians, and about the time they commenced whipping the second one, the
.two were out hunting, to wit, Lechotichee and Fixe or Fixoneechee, approached the camp and comm~nced firing on the whites, and when they
were in the act. of firing the second roun,d, they, (the said Chokikee and ·
Hithlomee ran off and did not stop until they reached their town,) Wacoochee Hajo, Sapokitee, Weehalitkee, Capicha Hajo and the said Chokikee,
and Hithlomee, were alone together at the same camp when the party of
whites, consisting of seven, came upon them. Capicha Hajo, and the said
Chokikee and Hithlomee had left their guns at their own camp. 'The other
three, to ~.-vit: Wacoochee Hajo,.Sapokitee and vVeehalitkee were disarmed by
the whites, before the other two, to wit: Lechotichee and Fixe or Fixoneechee appeared and commenced firing, and the whites hnd the guns of said
Indians stacked agninst a tree, where they were guarded by some of the
whites. There were but eight Indians; in the whole, and none fired but the two
before stated; the others were disarmed, and could not have fired had they
been so disposed.
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and the very idea that any individuals are permitted to come into their
country to buy, has disturbed them very much, and all say they will
neither sell or leave their negroes. You will, therefore, instruct the agent,
extracting the above information, to permit no individual to go into the
nation to buy arty of their negroes without his written passport, and to inform the chiefs of this order.
July 6, 1835.
A. J ..

SEMINOLE AGENCY, June 28, 1835~
SIR: I herewith sabmit to you a transcript of the evidence in support
of the claim of General L. L. Clinch against the Seminole tribe of Indians1
as indemnity for the loss of two negro men slaves, the property of General
Clinch, which were killed by a party of Seminole Indians P.uring the
year 1834.
The only written evidence submitted in support of the allegation that
the negroes in question were killed by the Indians, is. the affidavits of two
black men, one a slave to an Indian woman, and the other '"- free man.
They were, as you will perceive, examined separate and apart, and at different ·periods : they are intelligent. Their statement, which is strongly
corroborated by common report, added to the admission of the Indians that
the negroes were killed by them, satisfies my mind that the act of killing
the negroes was unnecessary, wanton, and cruel ; and that it was induced
by the intemperance of the Indians, who ·were sent from the scene of a
drunken riot in pursuit of the negroes.
You will perceive: from the testimony of Jack Forrester, that the Indians
beat the said August severely, because he told them they had done wrong,
and would be compelled to pay for the negroes. I subsequently interro;;;ated August on that point. He affirmed what Jack Forrester stated, and
said that he was so severely bruised as to be laid up for S@me days; and
he added, that they threatened to kill him if he ever should say any thing
on the subject, of which threats I have heard from other sources. If it
were made known that these men, August and Jack Forrester, have given
testimony on the subject, it is believed that they would be killed by the
Indians. I have, therefore, thought it most expedient to Jay the subject
before you, without submitting it to the Indians.
The affidavits of John H. Mcintosh, jr. and \VHey Brooks, go to establish
the value of the negroes They are en6tled to credit.
Upon a full view of the subject, I consider General Clinch entitleq to the
indemnity which he claims.
Very regpectfully,
Y onr obedient servant.
WILEY THOMPSON.
Hon. LEwis CAss.

TERRITORY OF FLORIDA,

Tallahassee, 1.W.ay 6, 1834.
SIR : Having waited here seve~al days in hope of the arrival of the successor of Governor Duval, (and to make up my report to you,) nnd disappointed in that1hope, I was about to instruct the snb-agent, Mr. D. M. Shef-
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field, to repair to and remain at the Seminole agency, until he should
otherwise be instructed. But, on a suggestion made by Governor Duval,
that it might be well for Mr. Sheffield to remain some time longer in this
place, to be ready to receive instructions from his successor, should he
arrive in a short time, and to attend to any c0mmunications from the Department connected with Indian affairs in Florida, which might be made
during the existing interregnum in the superintendency, I was induced to
forbear, and to submit to you the propriety of sending Mr. Sheffield to the
agency to rem~in during my absence. Until arrang~ments shall be made
at the Department for the removal of the Seminole Indians, according to
their stipulations, (which I presume cannot be done until the treaties are
ratified, a~d the requisite funds appropriated,) there is no subject of pressing
importance claiming the attention of the agent, that I know of, except
the disastrous and all destroying- practice of intemperance among the
Indians, alike disgraceful to the individuals who, for the lucre of a few
eleven-penny-bits, deal damnation to an ignorant and degraded race, and the
civilized communities that tolerate those individuals. I have made every
exertion in my power to restrain those avaricious unfeeling human vultures, but the peculiar character of the country_::_its numerous extensive·
swamps, marshes, hai-nmocks, bays, rivers, creeks, and inlets, so aptly
adapted to favor the clandestine traffic, added to the scattered locations of
the bands, some on the Appalachicola river at different points, and the others
in the Seminole country, remote from the first two hundred and forty miles
-renders it utterly impossible for any individual to restrain the evil. An
eaactment of the legislative council of the 'Territory forbids the sale of
stimulants to the Indians, on pain of a fine of two hundred dollars, or
thirty-nine stripes. Prosecutions have been commenced under this law,
but the cases linger on the docket of the court, and I have understood that
the court doubts the jurisdiction of the council upon this subject, '"hich
serves to inspire the whiskey dealers with c0nfidence. My personttl safety
has been more than once endangered by the intoxication of Indians, and
I consider myself no more safe from the pn)prietors of the numerous dirty
little whiskey doggeries located around the Indian borders, on whom I
have been as severe as I have power to be. I have been so provoked, as
to be almost tempted to order the chiefs to demolish the little log huts, and
rude shantees, hovering upt~n the Indian border, in which the Indian's
bane is kept for sale. Something ought .to be done speedily to protect this
wretched people against the dreadful evil. The death of those Indians of
Blunt's and Davy's band, who died at the bay, was, I have no doubt,
induced by intemperance, which, with other reasons, p~ompted me to make,
in the paper published at Appalaehicola, the publication contained on a
printed slip cut fror.n a number of that paper, which you have enclosed.
Very respectfully,
Your obedient servant,
WILEY 'THOMPSON,
Indian Agent.
To ELBERT HERRI~G, Esq.
A copy of a publication referred to in the latter part of the above letter
from Mr. Thompson to the public, is as follows :
According to the terms of a treaty entered into between the United ,
s~~.tes and the Indian chiefs John Blunt and Davy Elliot, those .ehiefs, with
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their band, .will emigrate beyond the limits of the United States. In complying with their stipulations, the said chiefs, with a majority of their band,
have assembled on the northeastern margin of Appalachicolu bay, on or
near what is called "Oat Point," where they will remain until the outfit
for their final departure can be conclusively arranged, unless the preservation of the health of ' the band shall make a change of their encampment
necessary. For the protection of the Indians, and to forewarn the public,
I have assigned the following limits to their encampment: commencing on
the shore of the bay, at the upper corner of Mrs. King's improvement i
thence along the upper line of paling to a newly blazed small forked pine
tree, beyond an enclosed grave, n9rtheast from the bay shore; thence
northwest by a staked line to a majestic solitary pine tree, near a small running stream of water which empties into the bay, first above Dr. Price's
improvement, (which is included within the encampment,) thence to .said
stream, and by its meanders to the bay, thence down the bay to the
beginning. vVithin the limits thus assigned for the encampment of said
Indians, no person will be admitted without special written permission
lrom the superintendent or agent for Indian affairs in the Terrjtory of
Florida. Any person who may visit the encampment by permission, will
present a written permit to Mr. ''William Pace, ·who belongs to the encamp·
ment, for inspection. Any attempt to enter the encampment wantonly or '
forcibly, will be repelled. The agent appeals to the good citizens of Appalac~icola and its vicinity, to aid him in protecting the Indians, and to restrain
the sale or barter of intoxicating liquor::, to them.
WILEY THOlVIPSON,
Agent for Florida Indians.
Appalachicola, Feb. 12.

ov FLORIDA,
Tallahassee, May 6, 1834.

TERRITORY

Esq.
rif Indian Affairs: ·
SIR: I have performed the various duties assigned to me, by instructions
from his Excellency William P. Duval, SuperjntendeiJt of Indian Affairs
in Florida, to whom or to whose successor a report of my proceedings
should be regularly made, but on my arrival here from New Orleans, I
found an interregnum in the Territorial Executive. Governor DuvaFs
commission expired on the 17th of April, consequently he does not feel
authorized to discharge the duties of the Executive office. I have waited
severaJ days in hope of the arrival of his successor; disappointed in this
expectation, and exceedingly anxious to avail myself of the privilege
which by your letter to Gov. Duval, oftht., 24th March, I perceive I have,
of visiting my family, I have the honor to make my report direct to you
In pursuance of the instructions from the Superintendent of Indian Affairs
in Florida, dated the 1Oth January last, I immediately repaired to the Indian towns on the Appalachicola river; for the purpose of delivering to their
parents and ifriends, the In~ian boys who returned from the Choctaw academy in Kentucky, and to obtain others to supply their place in that institution. ·· 'The document marked (A) herewith inclosed, contains an abstract
·description of the boys obtained, with my instructions to Mr. James W. HenELBERT HERRIKG,

Comn~issioner
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the gentleman selected by the superintendent to conduct them to
Kentucky, a duplicate of which I transmitted by Mr. Henderson for the use
of the academy, and retain a triplicate in my office. The abstract marked
l B) exhibits the receipts and expenditures under the 6th article of the treaty
concluded at Camp Moultrie, on the 18th September, 1823, between the
United States and the Florida Indians. 'l..,he abstract marked (C) exhibits
the payment made to Johl;t Blunt and Davy Elliott, under the 2d article of
the treaty, concluded at Tallahassee, on the 11th day of October, 1832,
between the United States, and John Blunt, Osaa Hago, or Davy and Coha-thtock-co or Cochrane. And the abstract marked (D) exhibits the number and description of the Indians who emigrated with the chiefs John
Blunt and Davy Elliott. Yon will perceive by an examination of the last
mentioned abstract: that John Y ellowhair and his followers, not connected
with the Blunt noT Davy's band, have accompanied those chiefs. By
reference to the additional article appended to the treaty, concluded at
Ca1;np :Moultrie, on the 18th September, 1833, before referred to, it will be ·
seen that the · reserve set apart for Nlulatto King and Emathlochee, 'vas
made to commence at a point on the Appalachicola river, to include YellowhaiT's ·imprm;ernents. By the 1st article of the treaty, concluded between
the United States, and ·Mulatto I}.ing, Tustenuggy Hago: and Yellowhair,
in 1833, thos~ chiefs relinquished to. the United States the above described
reserve, in consideration of which, the United StoJes, by the 2d article of
the last mentioned treaty, "agree to grant and convey in three (3) years
by patent, to Mulatto· King or Vacar Persasey and to rrustenuggy Hago,
head chiefs of Elnathlochee town, for the benefLt of themselves, sub-chiefs
and warriors, a section and a half of land to each, or contiguous quarter
and fractional sections containing a like quantity of acres, to be laid off
hereafte:r under the direction of the President of the United States, so as to
embrace thB said chiefs' fields, &c." Yellowhair's name is subscribed to
the treaty, and yet it contains no provision in his favor, nor can I perceive
that his signature to it is calculated to have any effect, except indeed, the
relinquishment of any personal interest in his improvements which he had.
The provisions in the 2d article of this treaty, intended to secure to "the
said chiefs," the inclusion of their fields, &c. enures to Mulatto King and
Tusteq uggy Hugo. At the meeting of the A ppalachicola Indians, in Mulatto
King's town, on the 9th of November last, the treaty was read and cntically explained to the Indians on an intimation from Yellowhair claiming
an interest, which the treaty does not give to hin:1. He urged that it was
the distinct nnderstandirig of all at the formation of the treaty, that he was
provided for by it, and that all the Indians understood by the interpretation
of it, that a mile square of land was secured to him and his people. All
the chiefs present, including Mulatto King and Tustenuggy Hago, did as I
understood confirm Yellowhair's statement. The interpreters on the occa, ion, Joe J\'hller, an Indian, belonging to Econchatte Micco's band, and Jin1
\Valker, a negro, belonging to Mulatto lCing, stated that they so understood
the treaty. . On the discovery being made there was obvious excitement
nmong the Indians. Joe Miller was very much alarmed, fearing the Indians would put him to death for misinterpreting. These were the grounds
of Y ellowhair's appeal in a letter addressed to the Secretary of War, dated
at that meeting, asking some allowance to aid in his then intended emigration. Yellow hair was a member of the delegation that examined the country, to which with Blunt and Davy and their band, he \vith his followers is

74

[ Doe. No. 271. ]

gone. I understood hifn to say that he was induced to explore that country,
relying on the privilege which he believed he had of relinquishing his
land to the United States, by which he would be enabled to defray the ex.
penses of the emigration of himself and followers. These facts and circumstances induced me to advise him to emigrate with his followers, and
done so in the full persuasion that the Government, on a full view of the
factrs of the case, would make some provision for him. I offer these facts
too in justification of roy having included Y ellowhair and his followers in
the list of Indians to whom I ordered issues of provisions at Appal,achicola
bay. They had assembled there with -Blunt and Davy and their band,
under my advice, for the purpose of emigrating. Blunt and his people
· determined to remain until they should receive the promised annuity.
His Excellency G:ov, Duval thought with me, that as Blunt and his peo·
ple had a right, according to the stipulations of their treaty, to expect payment of the promised annuity, when they had assembled for the purpose
of emigrating, liberality, justice, and policy required that the United States
should afford them a reasonable allowance of provisions while waiting
alone for the promised payment. Thus Yellowhair and his followers were
detained: for they were dependent upon Blunt and Davy for means to de·
fray the expenses of their removal. Under such circumstances I assumed
the responsibility of including Yellowhair and his followers in th~ issues of
provisions, which the superintendent authorized me to make to Blunt and
Davy and their band; satisfied that the Department of War, liberality, justice, and sound policy will approve it. Y ellowhair wavered somewhat, when
after the lapse of time which transpired between the date of his application
to the War Department, and the embarkation of the Indians for New
Orleans, he was still unanswered. I told him that during the sessiom of Congress the Departments were generally much pressed, particularly at the present session, and that I had no doubt his case would be favorably considered
as early as practicable. I reminded him that Blunt ami Davy and their band
had consented to go on without receiving the annuity promised to them, on
my giving them a solemn pledge that if the Department would furnish me with
the necessary funds, and give me authority, I would pay it to them in person ; and] told him that I, or whoevgr else the Department may send to pay
the annuity to Blunt and his people, can be ordered to pay to him any
allowance which may be made in his favor. In conclusion J gave him a
solemn pledge that I would urge his claims on the attention of the Department. Blunt and Davy loaned him in my presence: five h:mndred dollars,
to aid in the removal of himself and followers, and he is gone with Blunt
and Davy and their band. Believing that it was the intention of all the
Indians concerned in the treaty, by which !'lulatto King and 'rustenuggy
Hago hold their present reserve, to interest "Y ellowhair in the treaty; (which
intention I have no doubt was frustrated alone by the misinterpretation of
Joe Miller,) and in consideration of the magnanimity which Yellowhair
displayed, allow me to express to the Secretary of War, very respectfully
and very earnestly, a hope that some allowance will be made to that (as I
think) injured man. In my intercourse with, and management of the
Indians committed to my care, I have made it a uniform rule to be prompt,
just, fran.k, and explicit. On no occasion could I consent to deceive these
people; I would not only disdain to excite in this ignorant, dependent, and
degraded race, hopes and expectations which I believe cannot be realized,
but I consider the leading characteristic trait (if I may so speak) of my
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office is to be their friend, even to turDing the scale in their favor in doubt·
ful questions. I hope therefore that the solemn pledge which I have given
will be an acceptable apology for the earnestness with which I urge this subject on the attention of the Department. In my report addressed to the superintendent, on the 20tll of January last, I detailed a conversation which I had
then recently held with the chief Econchatimicco, proposing the removal of
himself, pr@perty, and people to the Seminole country, -The only objection
which he then suggested to the proposed removal, was the advanced period
o~ the year when it was made. If 1 had then been at liberty to superintend
Jus removal, and clothed with ·proper authority from the D~partment to,
make the final arrangment, Econchattimicco with his band would (I have no
doubt) now be at, or in the neighborhood of the Seminole agency. But my
duty required me to superintend the execution of the treaty with- Bh;mt
and Davy, which ~as long retarded by a variety of harassing circumstances
which I could not readily control. When these at last were overcome, Blunt
and his band discharged on their way to their new abode, and the superintendent had received your letter of the 21st February last, approving the
plan proposed by me to Econchattimicco, the season of the year was too
far advanced to admit a hope of the possibility that he would consent to·
th~ proposed removal the present year. The Indians had not only planted
but their crops were up and growing; and it was utterly impossible for
them to remove, plant and make a crop during the present year. T herefore on my return to New Orleans, instead of urging the proposition upon
the old chief, with a view to its accomplishment during the present year, I
held separate conversations with him and Vacca Pechassie, or Mulatto King,
in reference to their present situation and future prospects, in . which I explained to them with great minuteness and precisim~, their relation to civilized society while under the direct and immediate protection of the United
States, and the change which that relation would undergo at the expiration
of three years from the date of their treaties. I reminded them that the
protection of the United States would be withdrawn from them, and they
subjected to the Territorial jurisdiction according to the terms of their treaty;
and explained to them the effect which the change would produce in their
aacient polity; that under the jurisdiction of the Territory, the Indian
Jaws and chiefships would cease; that subjected to the patrol, road and tax
laws of the Territory, without the privilege of participating in the Government, they will be hauled before the judicial tribunals of the Territory to
defend themselves against criminal prosecutions, pleas of debt and claims
Oii their property, when they will not be able to avail themselves of the
Indian laws nor Iqdian testlmony, as the first will cease, at'Id the latter not
be admitted; that they could not fail to perceive that they and their people
would, under such circumstances, fall an easy prey, and in a short time be
involved in utter ruin; that their only chance to escape inevitable and
speedy ruin, is to follow the example of Blunt, and to sell out to the United
States, or relinquish their reserves according to the terms of their treaty,
and migrate with the Seminole Indians to Arkansas. I ~nformed them that
I should soon visit my family in Georgia, where I expected to be permitted
to spend the summer, and as the n10st essential setvice which I ceuld pos-sibly do them was to give as my parting advice to them, to reflect seriously
upon the subject during my absence, and on my return let me know their
conclusion ; but if they came to the conclusion before my return, to pursue
the course advised, to inform the sub-agent, Mr. Pope, of it, who I would
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instru.ct to write me immediately. They repJied that· they were satisfied
of the correctness of my view of their condition and future prospects, and
were gratified at the manner in which I had treated them .on the subject,
and they would seriously consider my proposition; and ·let me know the
result on my return, if not before. Satisfied they are seriously contemplating the necessity of their removal, allow m~ to suggest that definite instructions upon the subject from the War Department may facilitate the object.
I believe that propositions from Tustenuggy Hajo, relative to the emigration of his band, are already before the Department. The abstntet marked
E, exhibits an account of the disbursements of this ngency, so far as pnblic funds have come to my possession for that purpose, 1rom the date of my
acceptance to the 30th of September, 1833, the end of the third quarter of
that year. The abstract, marked F, exhibits the disbursements during the
first quarter, ending the 31st of December, 1833, and the abstract marked
G, exhibits the disbursements made during tl}e first quarter of 1834.
Abstracts, marked H, I, and K, are my accounts current for the quarters
ending on the 30th September, and the 31st December, 1833, and' the 31st
of March, 1834. I enclose to you the account of Stephen Richards against
the United States _Indian Department, for expenses which he incurred while
in the performance of his duty as United States interpreter, under my
orders, from the 25th of January, to the ·15th April last. His service 'vas
iPdispensable in procuring Indian boys for the Choctaw academy, superintending the assernbling of Blunt, with his band, attending at Ec<imchattimicco and Vacca Peehassie~s reserves, when the commissioner appointed
by the court to take Indian testimony in the case of claim for Econchattimicco·s negroes, visited those places for that purpose, ana the arranging the
emigration of Blunt and his bp.nd, and their final diseharge at the city of
New Orleans. This service required him to pass several times down and up
the Appalachicola river, to and from the bay, and to New Orleans and back.
The amount of the account, in money, from B.is own pocket, was
expended by hi1n and under my personal observation, except the sum of
fourteen dollars and fifty cents, specified in my certificate, appended to his
account; and the expenditures were unavoidable. He is a poor man, has
a large family dependent upon him for support, and yet he has been very
prompt and vigilant in the performance of his duty. I therefore beg ]eave
to express a hope that the amount of his account will be promptly refunded
to him, as he is ill able to lie out of the use of it. I present to yon also,
two accounts against the United States (Indian Department) in favor of D.
M. Sheffield, sub-agent, for his travelling expenses while on special service,
under the instructions of the superintendent of Indian affairs, amounting
in the aggregate to fifty-seven dollars. Mr. Sheffield informs me that the
Department has reduced his per diem allowance for traveHing expenses
while on special service, to two dollars per day; and rejected items in his
accou:nt of expenses while conducting Indian boys from Florida to the
Choctaw academy in Kentucky, because the vouchers in support of them
were signed hy the mark of the individuals who made them, and exhibited
no other evidence that those individuals could not write their names ; that
it was generally impracticable to obtain certificates in support of those
vouchers, as no third person was present; th&tt an allowance of three dolla,rs per day for his expenses, while on special service; is not sufficient in
this country to cover therri; and that the reduction of his per diem allowance for expenses, added to the rejection of ~he items referred to, frittered
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down his salary of five hundred dollars so low as t~ make it almost worthless, and imposed on him the duty of resorting to some other pursuit. 'o/Vith
all this gentleman's numerous acquaintances he has a high character for inflexible integrity, and genuine honor and honesty; he is an efficient man,
of steady and correct habits. I therefore insisted on his continuance in
office, and promised that I would present his case fully to the Department,
and that I had no doubt justice would be done to him. I enclose with his
accounts some receipts for part of the expenses incurred during the t ime
embraced in his accounts, which are submitted for the purpose of showing
to the Department that the allowance of even three dollars per day is
insufficient. If I am to remain in this office, I trust that the Department
will secure to me the aid of this gentleman by extending to him that liberality which I honestly think jm;tice requires, as it is very important that I
should have the aid of an intelligent, vigilant, and highly honorable man.
il'Iy own account for travelling expenses while absent from the agency on
special service, under ,the instructions of the superintendent of Indian.
affairs, is also herewith presented, with an earnest request that the amount
be transmitted to me as early as practicable, as I have very nearly exhausted
my private funds in performing the special service referred to in my account.
To enable me to avail myself of the permission to visit my family, the
receiver of public moneys, General Call, has kindly consented to advance
me the amount of my quarter's salary, which fell due the 31st of March
last. I feel it due to myself, as well as to the sub-agent, to observe, that
having had much special service to perform, we will be but poorly paid if
the per diem allowance for our personal expenses should not be made to
exceed three dollars; as the difference against u s on account of expenses,.
added to the loss we incur by lying out of the use of our money after it
falls due, and the rapid wear and tear of clothing in a very rough service,
will be a heavv 'deduction from our salaries. 1 have never before kn own
any section o( country where the indispensable ,support of man and horse
formed so large an item of expenditure. I shall immediately set om for
my residence in Georgia, where I desire to re:nain as large a portion of thesummer .:ts the public service will permit.
I have the honor to be,
Vcry respectfnlly,
Your ohedient serv't,
VVILEY 'ITIOMPSON,
ln.dian Agent.

S EM INOL E A G ENCY.

J•r.:
M ay 30 ' 'l Q'
v<U>.;J .
Srrr: Your letter of the 29th April has been received. On the 9th of November, 1833, there was a meeting of the burids of Indians ou the App~la
chicola river, held on the call of James D. Westcott, Jr. then actmg
Governor of Florida, which I attended with him, and pending the meeting,
I delivered to the Indians a speech, under his immediate superintendence
and instrnctions. The substance of what was said by 4im, myself, and the
Indians, on that occasion, was enclosed by Mr. Westcott to ihe Department.
Part of my remarks reterred directly to John Yellowhair's desire to emigrate with Blunt. Atthe·sn.me time; a letter was written by Mr. \Yestcott
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in behalf of Yellowhair, signed by the latter, and other chiefs, addressed
to the Department, in which Y.ello~vhair expr~ssed his desire to emigrate
with Blunt. To these commumcatwns, to whiCh I beg leave to. refer you,
No one concerned in the
110 reply was ever made within my knowledge.
transaction, entertained an idea that Y ellowhair could be permitted to participate in the beneficial stipulations of the treaty with Blunt and Davy.
y ellowhair submitted to the Department evidence, that through misinterpretation at tl~e for.m!ltio.n of the treaty with M~llatto King, and Fus!e ~ug
gy Hajo, mamfest lllJUStlce had been done to h1m, and he sought rehef, and
means to enable him and his ·followers to emigrate, by an appeal to the
Government. I never received an intimation that the emigration of Yellowhair and his followers would not be sanctioned by the Government,
until the arrival your letter: now before me. On the 6th day of May last,
I made a report to the office of Indian affairs, in which I informed the Department that Yel~owhair was gone. with Blunt; in which I urged the
claim of Y ellowhair upon the attentiOn of the Department ; and I subsequently received from the Co.mmissioner of the ~ndian office a letter, which
informed me that Y ellowhau's case was submitted to Congress at the session before the last, and in the Senate referred to the appropriate com.mit~
tee. Since which I have heard nothing upon the subject, until the receipt
of your letter, now before me.
In your letter you say, "If the land is sold under the:second article, and
these Indians l'emove to any other place than the Seminole conntry w~st,
the United States have only to pay them annually their proportion of the
.annuity."
In the third article of the treaty with Mulatto King, and Fuste Nuggy
Hajo, H the United Sta~es s~pulate to ~ontinue to them, theirfsnb-chief, and
warriors, their proportiOn of the annmty of five thousand dollars, to which
thev are entitled under the treaty of Camp Moultrie, so )ong as the Seminoles remain in the Territory, and to advance their proportional amount
of said annuity, for the balance ofthe time stipulated for its payment in the
treaty .aforesaid, whenever the Seminoles finally remove, in compliance with
the t,erms of the treaty concluded nt Payne's Landipg, on the 9th May, 1832."
1 hn.ve hitherto construed this clause of the treaty to mean, that the
United States are bound to advance to those Indians their proportion of the
annuity, for its unexpired term, in any other event than their removal to
the country set apart for the Seminoles, when the latter should be finally
rernoved; and not pai~ ann.nally, as e_x;pressed in the paragraph quoted
ab0ve. If I am right m thts constructiOn, then I shall take for granted,
consulting the tenor of your l~tter, that Yellowhair, and his followms,
will be entitled to an advance of their portion of the annuity, for its unexpired tern?, whe~ the. Seminol~s have c:ompleted their remov~l. If so, may
Yelle ·. ,-hau receive and receipt for his followers, who are m Texas'] It
seems to me that there can be no objection to this, especially as he is duly
.authorizecl to settle all business which was left unsettled by the emigrating
bands. His and their portion of the last and this year, and for the unexpired time of the unnuit~, ~hen. the. Semin~les sh~all have I~emoved, will
relieve the poor fellow ; his s1tuatwn IS now d1stressmgly destitute.
When Blunt, Davy, and Yellowhair, with their bands, had assembled
·at Ap:palachicola Bay, the latter became discouraged, because 110 answer had
been recdved to his letter, or Mr. Westcott's communicati0n addressed to
:the Departmenti during the preceding November. I encouraged him to go
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with Blunt, and I done so, in the belief that, as the Department had not

replied to those communications, some plan was in contemplation, by which
relief would be afforded to him ami his followers ; and because I thought it

desirable to seize any fit opportunity, to relieve a civilized community from
a savage population, and thereby greatly benefit the savage himself. I now
regret that I e11couraged him to go, as the proceeding has met the disapproval of the Department, and embarrassed Yellow hair. An ample apology
will be found, I trust, in my honest zeal to effect what I considered a
desirable object with the Government.
A thorough examination of the correspondence with the Department,
upon this subject, will, I have no doubt, satisfy you that your letter assumes facts which do not exist. I therefore consider it due to thn Department: as well as to myself: to withhold the conimunications which you have
instructed' me to make to Yellowhair, until I hear from you again upon
the snbject.
I have the honor toLe,
Very respectfully,
Your obedient servant,
WILEY THOMPSON.
'I'he Honorable LEwis CAss.

SEMINOLE AGENCY,

March 31, 1835.
SIR: Having availed myself of permission to visit my family, I returned
to this place on the 20th instant, where I found your communication of
18th ultimo, awaiting my arrival.
The Indians having called a meeting at this place, to be held on the 27th
instant, General Clinch determined to seize that occason to read to the Indians the President's message, addressed "to the chiefs alid warriors of the
Seminole Indians in Florida."
.
On the 27th the Indians began to assemble, and General Clinch and myself availed ourselves of every opportunity to hold private conversation with
the chiefs, for the purpose of making favorable impressions on their minds
preparatory to the meeting in council.
On the 27th we met about one hundred and fifty Indians, including the
principal and several of the leading chiefs, in council, when I read to them
the President's message and the treaties-enforced the President's message
-explained the treaties, and concluded with an appeal to the chiefs, in favor of their women, children, and common people'.
Jumper, who is the principal chief, law maker, and (as he is sometimes
called) sense keeper, said that they had listened with attention, b~1t that, as
many of the chiefs were absent, they could not, then, make any reply to
what was said to them. He be-gged that I would not make any report to
the Government upon the subject, or (as he expressed it) send no talk to
their Great Father the President, until we could have a fu Jl meeting of the
chiefs in council. 'I'hat meeting is to take place on the 20th of the ensuing
month, (April,) and every practicable arrangement is madt:: to insure a full
council. I hnve sent express tor the interpreter Richards, and for Holate
Ematla, i1 principal chief, whom 1 have permitted to withdrmv from the nation; in consequence of threats against his life.

so
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If there is any change in the temper and feelings of the Indians, it is
favorable. And I indulge the hope that, by prudent management, they may
yet be induced to remove voluntarily.
.
I am much indebted to General Clinch; who, on all occasions, promptly,
vigilantly, and efficiently aids me iri my operations.
In performance of the duty assigned to me, of investigating the claims
against these Indians, under the treaty of Payne's Landing, it is necessary
that I should possess, not only the documents which have been fonvarded
to the Department in support of individual claims, bnt to guard against imposition, I should have the use of the printed report, made by Gen. Preston
on claims under the treaty of 1821, with the Creek Indian~, and a copy of
_ the report upon claims against the Creek Indians flw depredations subsequently committed, principally in Lee county in Georgia. The commissioner of the Indian office has recently informed me, that aU the documentary evidence relating to individual claims, will be shortly transmitted to me,
but as he makes no allusion to the printed pamphlets to which I allude, (1
have requested copies,) I fear they have been overlooked. .
I have the honor to be,
Very repectfully,
Sir, your obedient ~ervant,
WILEY THOMPSON.
Hon. LEw IS CAss.
SE !HINOLE AGENCY,
SIR :

llfarch 31, 1835.

On my retnrn to this agency I found your letter of 9th of February,

in reply to mine of the ] 9th of the preceding month. uwaiting my arrival.
Fully impressed with the correctness of the view whjch 1 have taken of
the su~ject referred to in :Nlr. Steele's letter, addressed to me, (a copy of
which I enclosed to you,) I beg leave to reier you to my letter of this date,
addressed to 1\'Ir. Steele, on this subject, a copy of which you ha.Ye enclosed.
General Clirich requests me to say,· that he fhliy accords with the view
whieh I have taken, and he adds, that an indulgence of the people to whom
"Thtir. Steele alludes, in their claim to exemption from the obljgations of the
treaty, would afford an asylum to refugees from justjce and abscoi1din~r
slaves, and be greatly detrimc;ntal to the Territory.
,. ,
I have the honor-to be,
Very respectfully, sir,
Your obedient servant,

WILEY THOMPSON.
ELBERT HERRING 1

Esq.

.?rlarch 31, 1335.
DEAR JunGE : Your letter of the 2ist instant was duly received.
I bcheve I have heretofore informed you that I had submitted to the War
Department the question involving the citizenship of the Indians employed
in the ranch·io, on the Gulf coast, accom1~anied by a copy of ym.u and
Captain Bnner's letters addressed to me on the snhject. 1 shall again write
to the Department upon the snbject, as I percei;ve it is not yet clear1y understood.
SEJ.\IINOLE AcE:xcr,
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rrhe word Seminole means runaway or broken off. Hence Seminole is
a distinctive appellation, applicable to all the Indians in the Territory of
Florida, as all of them run away, or broke off, from the Creek or N uiscoae
nation. The treaties made with the Seminole Indians embrace ,all the
Indians within the Territory, except some bands on the Appalachicola river,
who were provided for by a separate article in the Camp Moultrie treaty ;.
and, subsequently, by trea1ies entered into immediately between these bands
and the United States. It follows, therefore, necessarily, that all the other~
are embraced by the general designation of Seminoles. These are bound
by the treaty of Payne's Landing. The fact that some of them haYe not ·
come within the limits of the reservation assigned to them by the latter
treaty, proves nothing more nor less than that the Indians have failed in
that particular to comply in good faith with t 1eir treaties at Camp Moultrie
and Payne's Landing. Those Indians who ,are on the Gulf coast and about
the Everglades, were as much bound to come within the limits of the
Indian reservation as the Indians who lived and were raised about Tallahassee and Hick's old town, on the Suwanna river: and it will strike you.
that the latter had a~ much right to remain without the preseNt Indian
limits as the former; and if the Indians who lived about Tallahassee and
Hick's old town had remained there until now, it is obvious that they would,
in that case, have the same right to exemption from the obligations of the
treaties as those on the Gulf coast and about the Evergbdes.
That the
Indians within the reservation have not claimed those on the coast, and at
Dther points without the reservation, is n_q argument that those who have
not come within the Indian boundary have a right to remain out, as such
an argument would oppose the re~sonable and just maxim, that "no individual shall take advantage of his own wrong." _,..rhe true question is,
have the Seminole nation the right to claim those that are without the
Indian boundary? A thorough examination of the whole subject will, it.
~eems to me, compel every one to answer in the affirmative. It follows 7
then, necessarily, that if the nation have a right to claim them, they have
no right to exemption from the obl1gations of the treaties. So much for a..
construction of the treaties, and the rights of those people under them. Now,
as to considerations of expediency involved in the question. The people
referred to have sprung fi·orn, and are connected with, these Indians. 'rhere
is a constant intercourse between the Indians residing within and those
without tbe Indian boundary. There are Indians here who have relativesthere. If the Indians at the ranchio are exempt becaus~ they have never
lived within the present Indian reservation, a much larger number about
the 8verglades, and what is called the Hunting Ground, would be equally
entitled to exemption precisely for the same reason. Then l~ the decision
once be made, even should the Indians know that a decision is sought exempting those on the coast and at other points beyond the Indian boundaryfrom the obligations of tbe treaties, and one half, if not two-thirds, of thesepeople would, in a very short time, be beyond their limits, claiming the exemption. 'rims, tbe ,.rerritory would have a considerable Indian population quartered permanently upon it, and the benign designs of the Government towards these Indians be frustrated. I trust that you and Captain
Biuner will, on a reinvestigation of the subject, be impressed with the correetne~s and propriety of the vie\v which I take of the subject, and that you.
will aid me to ward off the evils that would result fr~m any other view.
The man with you, and those with Captain Bnner, are permitted to con--;6
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tinue in their present employment until I call for them, which, in all probability, will not be earlier than next spring.
A full assemblage of the nation is to t.ake place on the 20th proximo,
when, in all probability, something decisive will be decided upon. It is of
the utmost importance that the chief, Holate Ematla, with his people, should
be present on that occasion. They are, it is believed, on the Gulf coast, in
the neighborhood of St. Marks: some say about the mouth of the vVocksassah, others about the mouth of Suwannee, or between · that and St.
Mark's, while others say they are about the mouth of the Oaklockney. You
inform me that you are preparing to . make an official visit to St. Mark's.
If you can start immediately yon can probably afford me efficient aid in
the accomplishment of the desirable object. If an active trustworthy
Indian, acquainted with the section of country alluded to, could go with
you, he would be able, no doubt, to see Holate Ematla, and tell him to be
here with all his people witho"l1t fail. Provisions can be furnished to the
Indian by Major Zantzinger. I hope you will be with me during the sitting of the council.
Present my respects to the Major and the other officers.
\Vith unfeigned respect,
Your friend and humble servant,
WILEY THOMPSON~

SEMINOLE AGENcY, January 19, 1835.
In my report to the Superintendent of Indian Affairs in Florida
(now in your office) made on the 1st of January, 1834, I adverted to the
existence of several unauthorized settlements of negroes, Indians, and Spaniards, (lawle:ss bands) on the peninsula of Florida. The enclosed copies
of two letters afford additional information upon the subject, while at the
:same time they present a question which it is my duty to submit for con:.-s iderution to the DP-partment. I have rw hesitancy in. deciding for myself,
-that all the Indians, and descendants of Indians in that region are properly
~eminole Indians belonging to this tribe; and subject to all the treaty pro--vi~ions and restraints which are binding upon the Seminoles. They de;scended from the Seminoles, are connected with them by consanguihity,
-wandered off without authority, and are occupying a section of territory
to which they have no right whatever.
It is believed that many of the negroes connected with those lawless
·bands are runaway s~avcs. I have "9een recently informed that there are
roving bands o£ the Seminole Indians, on and abo ut the E verglades, that
have 'not been within the Indim'l. boundary for several years past; and that
a considerable number went the lust fall, to what is called the Hunting
Ground, ·about the E verglades, perhaps a hundred miles beyond the boundary, to prosecute their annual hunt.
So far from admitting- that auy of those Indians are exempt from the
nbligations of the trPaties with the Seminoles, it seems to me imporJ:ant
that an expedition should be set on foot for the double purpose of driving
::those Indians within their boundary, in time for the commencement of
t heir migration _west ; aud to capture those negroes, many of whom it is
SIR:
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believed are runaway slaves, and thought by their owners to be in the
Seminole country.
I am, sir, very respectfully,
Your obedient servant,
WILEY THOMPSON.
ELBERT HERRING, Esq.
TAMPA BAY, January 10, 1835. ·
DEAR GENERAL: Accompanying this, you will receiye a letter frun1
Captain William Buner, proprietor oi the extensive fishery in the waters 9f
Tampa bay, of whom you have heard me speak. The subject to which
he calls your attention: occurred to me soon after your departure, and I had
co~cluded to write immediately without having seen Captain Buner ; his
arrival here enables him to add his suggestions on the subject. 'Taking
the circumstances he states, and others into view, I have no doubt you will
coincide in the opinion that there are a number of Indians who are not
properly within the proposed measure of boundary restriction ; · at all the
fisheries along the coast from Jupiter on the east, to Tampa on the west,
there are a number of Indians and half bloods who owe no allegiance to,
and of whom none is claimed by, the Seminoles, though descended from
them. They were born in the different ranchos, or fishing places, mostly
speak Spanish, and in some instances have been baptised in Havana.
They were Spanish fishermen under the Spanish Government of Florida.
They are not recognised by the Seminoles; have never received, and have
not been permitted to receive any part of the Indian annuity, and are not
considered as under the protection of, or amenable to the Indian laws, and
contrary to the maxims of British national law, are permitted to e.r:patriate.
·
Over persons of this description, it appears to me the measures and
regulations with regard to Indians, cannot with propriety be extended.
They; are entirely identified by habit, occupation, and intermarriage with people of another nation, of different pursuits and modes of' life, and
Incapable of ~upporting themselves by ordinary Indian means. By driving
them from the sea, you would take from them their only resource, and
place th~m in absolute want, without aid from some· unpwvided source.
To show further that these persons have not been considered a·s Indi::ms, by
the character of their employment, two of those in Captain Buner's service
are rerristered as seamen on a vessel roll of equipage in the custom-house
at Key West, and another is enrolled among my revenue crew, and js a
first rate seaman, having followed the sea from a boy.
Very truly yours,

AUGUSTUS STEEl"E.
General TnoMPSON.
TAM!> A,

January 9, 1835.

SrR: I was disn.ppointed in not meeting you at Tampa. . I made every
exertion to get there from my fishing place llt Manatee. river the moment I

heard the agent and troops had arrived; to enable me to state to yon verbally my situation, and the present strt1e of the lddiun population on the
coast, a,s well as my fishing rancho.
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I request your attention and answer to enable me to act correctly. I
have consulted Judge Steele antl Major Zantzinger, and they have advised
me to communicate with you.
At my rancho, or fishing place, I have in my employment about ten
Spaniards and twenty Spanish Indians, most of the latter have been born
and bred at the rancho, gn the coast, speak the Spanish language, and have
never been in the country ten miles in their lives; their only mode of
liying is by fishing with the different Spanish companies, from . August
until March ; during summer they cultivate some small spot of land in
the neighborhood of their working place. They do not hunt, and depend
· upon their cast nets for support; there are many more at the other ranchos, say Caldees, Cayo, Pelow, Ponte Rasa, and Eslava; only myself
and Caldees have worked this season on account of the dull sale of fish at
Havana, owing to the late cholera.
All my white Spaniards have Indian
Many of
families, and some ef them have children and grandchildren.
the Spanish Indians have wives from the nation. , There are several Indians that have been temporarily employed from the country during the
running of the fish, and are now discharged.
My season will close the first day of March, when all hands will be paid
off, except my foreman, who takes care of the place. There are also many
visiters occasionally at my rancho : I will order them up to their nation.
Will you please im;truct me what I can do to forward the views of the
Government, and if possible not to break up the rancho before the season
is out.
I remain your humble .servant,
WILLIAM BUNER.
General W. THmvrPsoN, Indian Agent:

SrR: In the

SEMINOLE AGENCY, January 19, 1835.
pros~cution of my duties in the investigation ~f claims

against _the .Semin( •les under the treaty of Payne's Landing, it has occurred
to l'l1e to be somewhat important that I should have some data by which to
detect any fradulent attempt to exhibit claims which may have been already
disposed of. vVill you c\_o me the favor to enclose to me a copy of the
claims 1:1s exhibited and adjusted under the treaty of 1821 with the Creek
Indians; and a copy of the exhibition and adjustment of c1aims of a late
date against the Creek Indians: The adjustment of the first was by General Preston, I think : I do not remember who adjusted the other, but I
know that printed copies of each were laid hefore Congress. The first
may be important in the exmBinations. of the claims pressed by the Creek
natiou, under the treaty of 1821, fot negroes now in possession of the
Seminoles.
.
SQveral claimants who have presented claims un,der the treaty of Payne's
Landing, allege that evidence in support of their claims was ·submitted
to, al'ld is now in, your office. The old chief, Vacca Pichassie, preferred a.
claim, and transmitted his evidence to the Department. I have to repeat
my request that all such documentary evidence may be transmitted to this
agency.
I herewith · tra.Bsmit to you a copy of a correspondence relative to Mr.
Geo,rge Center.
·
Very respectfully; your o})edient servant,
'VILEY THOMPSON.
ELBERT HERRING,

Esq.

[ Doc. No. 271. ]

85

P. S. John Y cllowhair has returned from Texas accompanied by one
of Blunt's sub-chief~; they bring information that Blunt died after his arrival in Texas, and that John Y ellowhair is chiaf of the bands. Yellowhair
and his associate are, as I am informed, duly authorized to reeei ve the
annuity due to those bands_, the amount of Blunt's claim for the robbery by
Stafford, and the amount of which Beattie swindled Blunt and Davy, and
to settle ail the business which was left by those Indians in an unsettled
state. Yellowhair requests information upon all these subjects, and to
know whether any provision has been made for him. I informed him of the
arrangement to pay the annuity, and tliat his particular case was submitted
by the Department to Congress at the last session, but not finally acted on.
As to the robbery of Blunt by Stafford, and the swindling of Blunt and
Davy by Beattie, I could only ·s ay that I hope something will yet be done.
Y ellowhair is on the Appalachicola.
Respectfully,

W.T.

FoRT KING, December 24, 1834.
SIR: About the last of July or p.rst of August last, Mr. George Center
came into the Seminole nation as a trader, under a license from Mr. "'Vestcott, late secretary and acting superintendP-nt of Indian affairs in Florida,
which license, as Mr. Center informed me, expired i~1 September last. I
consented that !'-l.e might remain until your arrival, with the distinct understanding that I would recommend him to you, but that he should leave the
nation should you refuse to license him. Oa your arrival my power as
agent ceased. Beli~ving he has not yet applied for a license, and that he
is, consequently, here without legal permission; and satisfied, as I am, that
his continuance in the nation will be detrimental to the Indians, and tend
to embarrass the execution of the treaty of Payne's Landing, it becomes my
duty to withdraw from him my protection, and to recommend his immediate
removal from the nation.
I am, most respectfully,
Your obedient servant,
·
W. M. GRAHAM,
Captain 4th infantry .
. General WILEY THoMPSON,
Agent Seminole Indians.

SEMINOLE AGENCY, December 24, 1834.
SIR: Shortly after 1ny arrival here in October last, Captain William M~
Graham, United States army, informed me ef the cir<mmstahccs under
which you came into this natiori as a trader, and, at the same tim~ reCOIIlmended you to me for a license. Some time subsequently, on my adverting
to the circumstance of your not having made the anticipated application, he
observed to me that you had then recently mentioned the subjtwt to him,
that he had no doubt you would in a short time comply with the law upon
the subjact; and I considered it due to you to give you an opportunity to
procure the security which, to obtain a licence, the law requires. Your-
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failure even to mention the snbject1o me during the time that has elapsed
since my arrival, added to a letter addressed to me by Captain Graham, a
copy of which you have enclosed, imposes on me the duty of apprising you
that you can no longer be permitted to Gxercise the rights and privileges of
a trader in the Seminole nation.
Very Tespectfully,
Your obedient servant,
WILEY THOMPSON,
U: S. Agent Florida Indians.
Mr. GEoRGE CENTER.

NEAR FoRT KING, December 25, l834.
SrR : Your favor by Sergeant Kenton was received. I owe you an
apology for not soliciting a renewal of my license some time past, and at
the same time assure you my not having done so has not been from thought
or wish to set your authority at defiance. I shall leave this morning for
Micoanopa to procure teams to haul away my goods ; and having lost the
protection of Captain G. must request that my goods may remain till such
time as I can accomplish the above object.
Please inform me if the above arrangement will be agreeable. .
Respectfully yours,
GEORGE CENTER.
To General WILEY THOMPSON,
United States Indian agent.

SEMINOLE AGENCY, December 25, 1834.
SIR: I have received your note of this date. 'rhe arrangement suggested of your-goods remaining in deposite where they now are until you
can procure the means of transporting them out of the nation, is agreeable
to me.
·
Very respectfully,
·
Your humble servant,
WILEY THOMPSON.
Mr. GEORGE CENTER.

DEPARTMENT OF WAR,
Office Indian Affairs, June 1, 1832.
SrR: I have the honor .to acknowledge the receipt of your communication of the 26th ultimo, to the Secretary of War, together with its enclo.·sures.
From the papers befme me; it does not appear. that the slave Hector, for
' whom Mr. Wanton claims compensation, was ever in his possession. But
!aking it for granted that he was, and that he is now a fugitive, or abscondmg slave among the Seminoles,- it is a case not for the action of this Depattment1 but for the decision of Congress.
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I will write, ho\vever, to the agent, Major Phagan, to use his official influence to prevail upon the chiefs to surrender the slave to :Mr. vVanton.
In failure of that expedient, would it not be preferable to seek redress from
the seven thousand dollars, set apart for the satisfaction of such claims, by
the treaty lately concluded by Colonel Gadsden?
I have the honor to be, &c.

ELBERT HERRING.
To his Excellency W M. P. Duv A"L,
Governor of Florida.
DEPARTMENT OF WAR,
Office Indian Affairs, July 10, 1832.
SrR: rrhe late treaty with the Plorida Indians, makes provision for
sending a deputation of seven chiefs, with an interpreter and agent, to
explore the country intended for their future residence west of ~he Mississippi. The total expenses of that exploring party, from their departure to
their return, are estimated at $3,'000, but will not probably exceed $2,750.
Fifteen hundred dollars will be remitted to you-, to be handed over to the
conducting agent of the party, before its departure; and for which advance"
you will take a proper voucher and forward it to the Department : that smn
will be quite, or nearly sufficient, to defray the expenses of the expedition
till its return to New Orleans. If, however, the agent should sooner require additional funds, he will draw on the Department, giving notice
thereof, and taking care to keep expenditures within the narrowest compass.
In the estimate of $3,000, every possible expense has been inc~uded, embracing the compensation of the agent;,- and in no event must the expenditures exceed that amount, but will probably fall short of it. Major
Phagan, if he wishes it, will conduct the party, as agent, and he will be al-lowed two dollars per day, while engaged in the service, besides his expenses, and in addition to his present pay as agent. If he should decline
going, on these terms, yon will be pleased to appoint some other trusty and
suitable person .to accompany them, allowing him not more than three
dollars a day besides expenses, and as much less as you can effect. It is
important the party should set out in season to be in Arkansas early in
October next, that the accompanying agent may make a report to the
commissioners, who it is expected will be appointed, and then be there for
the adjustment of all Indian affairs west of the Mis~issippi. As it is the
settled policy of the' Government to reduce the expenses of the Indian.
Department, to the lowest limit, it is deemed unnecessary to appoint a subagent during the absence of Major Phagan.
I have the honor to be,
ELBERT HERRING.
'·To his Excellency WILLIAM P. DuvAL.
WAR DEPARTMENT,
July 16, 1832.
SIR: You were notified from the Inrlian Bureau, on the lOth instant,.
that commissioners would probably be appointed to visit the country 'Yest
of the Mississippi. I have now the honor to inform you, that the nomma;tion of persons to perform that duty, has been confirmed by the Senate...

ss
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The gentlemen appoin1ed, have been instructed, if they accept, to repair toPort Gibson by the 1st of October .next. As these commissioners have
lJeen entrusted with the adjustment of all questions relating either to the
indigenous or emigrant tribes, you will order Major Phagan, or whoever
may accompany the Seminole deputation, to proceed direct to Fort Gibson
and report to the commissioners; and, in his subsequent movements, he will
be guided by their instructions.
I have the honor to be,
JOHN ROBB, A. S.
His Excellency "\VILLIAM P. DuvAL.

DEPARTMENT

·

OF

WAR,

August 21, 1832.

SIR: I have had the honor to receive your several letters of the 4th
instant. I regret that the letter of the lOth ultimo, from the Indian Bureau,
miscarried, as it contained full instructions in relation to the exploring party
who, under' the provisions of the late treaty, are to visit the country west
of the Mississippi. The expenses of this deputation have been estimated
here at three thousand dollars, and the expenditure from the time of their
..departure to their return, will not, in any event, exceed that sum, and must
be brought as far within it as practicable. A ,requisition has issued in your
favor for fifteen hundred dollars, which amount it is supposed will be sufficient to defray all the expenses of the pnrty, until they reach New Orleans
on their return. Should additional funds be sooner requi'recl, the conductor
of the deputation will draw upon this Department for such sum as may be
absolutely indispensable. Major Phagan is permitted to accompany the
deputation. His compensation, which is included in the estimate of three
thot'lsand dollars, has been fixed at two dollars a day, in addition to his
necessary expenses and his pay as agent. If he should not consent to go
<>n these terms, you will select some suitable person, who will be allowed
three dollars a day besides his actual expenses. 'rhe conductor of the
party will report himself without delay, on his arrival at Fort Gibson, to
the commissioners, Governor Carroll, Governor Stokes, and Mr. Ell~worth,
and conform to such instructions as he may receive from them. As the
annuity will be paid before Major Phagan's departure, and only the ordi, Jlary. business of the agency will require attention during his absence, it is
considered unnecessary to appoint a sub agent. I enclose a copy of the
treaty with the Seminoles. Should Doctor Hamilton decline to vaccinate
the Appalachicola Indians, you are authorized to select a surgeon to perform that duty; and in that event, fifty dollars will be added to the one
hundred dollars named in the letter of the 16th llltimo, as the limit of the
expenditure for this object; but the compensation of the surgeon will not
exceed that allowance to Doctor Hamilton. 'J1he appropriation made by
Congress being small, the Department cannot assign for the Indians of your·
sn per jnnderr1ey, a larger portion. I enclose more of the vaccine matter.
I have, &c. &c.
JOHN ROBB,

· Acting Secretary of War.
To his Excel).ency W M. P. Duv AI.,
Tallahassee, Florida.
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Extract of a letter from the Commissioner of In,dian A.ffa,irs, to his
Excellency Willia'm P. Duval, dated March 16, 1833.
"The measures adopted by you for the expu1sion and punishment of the
intri1ders, were called for by circumstances, and have received the cordial
approbation of the Depattment. It would be very gratifying if those
oppressors and wrong-doers should·,receive merited but legal chastisement."'

DEPARTMENT bF WAR,

Ojjice Indian Affairs, February 21, 1834.
SIR: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your several letters;·
of the 20th and 26th ultimo: and of the 2d instant, enclosing communications to yourself, from the Seminole agent, General Thompson, and will
reply to their several contents, so far as may seem to be requisite.
In relation to the difficulties set forth in those letters. with which the Government will have to contend in removing the Semin~les to the territory
allotted to them west of the Mississippi, I will .remark that they were foreseen, and will require correspondently energetic measures in accomplishing
the object.
·
The policy of the Government in congregating the Indian tribes west of
the Mississippi, was adopted after . much reflection, and is persisted in, after
the experience of years has developed the advantages of the system. The·
Government uses no compulsion with the Indians. It is left to their free·
choice, in the first case, to go or stay; but after that choice is fully and:
freely made, and they have obligated themselves, by treaty, to remqve, the
Government will employ the necessary measures to enforce their removal.
The Seminoles deliberately entered into a treaty and stipulated to go west,,
provided an exploring party to be sent there by them, should report favorably. as to the measure. 'The exploring party was se:r..t, and did report
favorably. The Commissioners west, made an arrangement with the
Creeks, in reference to the removal of the Seminoles, and a tract of land
was assigned for their residence. Under these circumstances, the Govel·n-ment will feel itself constrained to compel their removal. Yon will make
this known to the Indians, that they may be under no mistake, nor entertain any delusive hope of remaining. If there should be any interferencefrom any quarter, in opposition to such intended removal, it will not onlybe unavailing, but legal measures will be immediately taken for the arrest
and punishment of those concerned in it.
For the decision in relation to the annuity money due to Blunt and·
Davy's band, I beg leave to refer you to my letter of the 12th instant.
lt will not be expedient to insist on a ratable deduction from the thirteen thousand dollars for that portion of the two hundred and fifty-six
per~ns for whose emigration those chiefs had stipulated, and who may
not emhark with the others. Let the whole amount be paid to the chiefs,.
they will then 'he responsible to their people and will have no pretext left
for further delay.
The proposal of General Thompson for t~e removal of the Chief Econchatimico to the plantation attached to the agency, meets with the entire
approbation of the ~epartment. . Such remo:'G:'l would .prob<~;bly ~ecure t~e
property of the ch1ef, prevent disorder, ~qc·}t ~ad to the emigratiOn of h1s.
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own, and the remaining bands. These several considerations, '3trongly re·commend the measure, while the offer of General Thompson proves·his
own disinterestedness.
The payment of a portion of the money at New Orleans, as proposed by
-.G eneral 'Thompson, and agreed to by Blunt and Davy, and such arrangement being made public, will much lessen the exposure of Blunt by making ·
him a less desirable object of plunder.
According to your request, the fee of twenty-five dollars; which you gave
·!udge Smith for professional services, will be allowed to you, and credited
In your account.
I have the honor to be,
Very respectfully,
Your/obedient servant,
ELBERT HERRING.
''ro his Excellency WILLIAM J?. DuvAL,
TallaJwssee, Florida.

DEPARTMENT OF WAR,
Office Indian Affairs, February 26, 1834.
SIR: I have the honor to enclose the copy ~fa letter .from Lewis Mattair
ito the Hon. J. ~· White, in relation to certain negroes, said to have been
stolen by the Indians, from Mrs. Dewees, and asking that measures may be
.t aken for their restitution, or for payment of their value.
You will be pleased to investigate all the circumstances .connected with
. :t his case, and report the facts to the Department, as early as possible, that
.the subject may, if necessary, be submitted to Congress at its present session.
I have the honor to be,
Very respectfully,
Your obedient servant,
ELBERT HERRING.
'To his Excellency WILLIAM P. DuvAL,
Tallahassee, Florida.

DEPARTMENT OF W AR 1
. Office Indian Affairs, March, 10, 1834.
SIR: I have the honor to enclose a copy of a petition addres~ed to the
President of the United States, and to communicate, by direction of the
Secretary of War, his order in relation to it.
,
You will, in the first place, institute a thorough investigation into the
-charges against the Seminole Indians therein contained. If they are sub..stantiated, you will inform them, that the President cannot sanction such
injuries to our fellow citizens; that he expects they will immediately restore
.t he slaves and other property, stolen by them, or make ample remuneration to the owners ; and in future, refrain from similar conduct, which will
.assuredly be promptly and justly punished. He requires them to check
.at once, all forcible attempts upon the white citizens, and to avoid all interference _with their persons or property.
As the treaty, concluded with tbem: will soon be ratified, the President
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expects that they will immediately prepare for their removal to the Creek
lands, west of the Mississippi, as no delay will be permitted in the execution of the provisions of the treaty,
You are also requested to report the result of your investigation, and
your proceedings in this matter, as early as practicable.
I have the honor to he,
Very respectfully,
Your humble servant,
ELBER'r HERRING.
To his Excellency WILLI,AM P. DuvAL,
Tallahassee, Florida.

DEPARTMENT OF WAR,
Office Indian Affairs, Decembe1· 14, 1833.
SIR : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the
22d ultimo, respecting the Florida Indians.
It is for the reasons stated in your communication, independently of other
considerations, very important that speedy measures should be taken for
the emigration of the Seminoles.. The treaty, however, has n0t yet been
ratified by the Senate, and the Department is; therefore, without the means
and power of making pn~liminary preparations. Soon as an appropriation shall be , made for the purpose, the necessary steps will be taken for
the execution of the treaty.
The merits of Captain Page were known to the Department previously
to your favorable mention of him.
It is deemed inexpedient at present to appoint a physician to vaccinate
those Indians.
'rhe Secretary .of War, w'as much gratified with your zealous exertions
in preventing the introduction of ardent spirits among- the Indians. It is
to be regretted that all good men do not cordially co-operate to arrest an
evil destructive of happiness, and pregnant with crime.
Very respectfully,
·
Y oyr obedient sel'vant,
'•E LBERT HERRING.
Captain WILLIAM M. GRAHAM, Fort King,
Seminole Agency, Florida. J

Letters from Capt. TVm. M. Graham, to .the War 'Department, trans~
mitted to Congress in answer to a call from the House of Representatives, of May 21, 1836.
Letter dated, 20th November, 1833.
"
"
22d,
"
"
Letter from Department to Captain Graham, Commissioner of Indian
Affairs, of December 14, 1833.
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DEPARTMENT oF WAR, November 22, 1834.
MY FRIENDS: Your agent, General Thompson, has forwarded tome an

account of the proceedings which took place at the council held with you
at Fort King on the 28th ultimo, and· ·of the speeches then made by you.
I have laid these before your great father, the President, and I am instructed
by him to say to you that he has been very much surprised at the temper
which you have manif€sted. You made a treaty with Colonel Gadsden 1
by which you agreed, in thQ ev~nt of certain chiefs named by you being
satisfied with respect to the country west of the Mississippi, and with the.
favorable disposition of the Creeks living there 1 that you wonld remove to
that country upon certain conditions stated in the treaty itself. 'rhese
chiefs visited that country at the expense of the United States: and being
satisfied on the subjects above mentioned, concluded an arrangement with
th.e commissioners of the United States west of the Mississippi for consummating the whole matter. By these stipulations the ·united States are
under obligations to perform certain conditions entered into for your benefit,
and you were unEI.er obligations to quit your present residence, and to remove to the west within three years, and a portion of you designated in thetreaty being those occupying the Big swamp, and other parts of the
country beyond the limits as concluded in the second article of the treaty
formed at Camp Moultrie creek within the year 1833. But your delegation
not having acted sufficiently early to enable the United States t0 ratify the
treaty, so as to commence _the removal in 18S3, it will necessarily be postponed till 1835, at which time it must be commenced, and that portion of
your people removed who are designated for the first removal in the treaty.
The United St~tes stand ready to fulfil all their engagements, and arrangements will be made with that view this winter. The treaty requires you
to remove. You have ceeded your country, which will soon be surveyed and sold, and which will leave you without a residence where
you now are. The effort to remain will be destructive to you, and the
President will not listen to such a 19ropositiem. It is dishonorable to you 1
and such as ought not to be entertained. Do not delude yourselves, listen
to your agent. He has spoken to you words of truth and wisdom, and his
words will come to pass. As there may be bad men among you, and as
in tact, I am informed:, that some of your people, opposed to removal,
have threatened the lives of those who are disposed faithfully to carry the
treaty into effect, the President has directed that a body of soldiers be sent
into your country to protect the well disposed, to arrest and deliver over to
the proper authority those who are guilty of illegal acts, and to take such
measures as may be proper and just to enforce the fulfilment of the treaty.
I advise you, therefore, to prepare yourselves ag-ainst the spring to carry
into effect, on your part, the .prom-ises made to Colonel Gadsden. Agents
will be with you to execute all that is required on the part of the United
States. Shut your ears to bad counsels, keep your promises and all wiU be
well. You will be removed to a country already occupied by your peopler
where the climate and soil are good, where the white people cannot trespass
upon you, and where you may increase and improve.
·
I am your friend,

LEWIS CA.SS.
"To the

SEMINOLE CHIEFs,

Florida.
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SEMINOLE AGENCY, May 30 1832.
SrR: There is a sub-chief of this nation named Tulkee Mathia, who is
desirous of going with the deputation to Arkansas ; he has two sons and
two uncles residing ·in that country, and I think it would be a good policy
to let him go, as it will not increase the expenses but a mere trifle. He is
a man of some influence among his people, and having kindred in the
country would make him more anxious to move. Please let me know your
'\Viii on this subject
, I have the honor to be,
Very respectfully,
Your obedient servant,

Not signed, but in the handwriting of Major Phagan.
Hon. LEwis CAss,
Secretary of TVar.
~

DEPARTMENT OF WAR,I!IfJune 24, 1832.
SrR: A letter dated the 30th of May, without a signature, but supposed
to be from you, upon the subject of adrling another chief to the delegation
about to visit Arkansas from your ageucy, has been received.
The appropriation for defraying the expenses of the delegation has not
yet been made by Congress, and if it should be made, the President is not
willing that the 'number of delegates should be increased.
Very respectfully,
LEWIS CASS.
Major JoHN PHAGAN.
.

I

DEPARTMENT oF WAR, ~ugust 6, 1832.
SrR: Your letter of the 13th ult. has been received. The annuities for
the Seminole Indians were remitted to Governor Duval, on the lOth of
July, and he has also been instructed as to the arrangements to be .m~d~ fo!
the visit of the exploring deputation to the country west of the Mississippi.
He is, therefore, prepa.red to give you the necessary directions. Every case
of improper interference by the whites should be made known to the superintendent, that he may take the requisite measur~s to ascertain the facts a?d
<:ollect eYidence in support of them, to be submitted to the Department for
its uction .
lam, &c.
JOHN ROBB,
Act'g Sec'ry of l'Var.
'ro Major JoHN PHAGAN,
Indian. agent, 9,·c. o/c.
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DEPARTMENT OF WAR,
Office Indian Affairs, June 4, 1832.
SIR: In relation of the claim of Edward M. Wan.ton, for his slave Hector, mentioned in your letter of February 8, 1832, to Governor Duval, and
by him communicated to the Department, it does not appear to be of a
character requiring the action of this branch of the Government. There .
is no affidavit of his having been stolen and of his value. If there had
been, and you had demanded him, or his value, from the tribe, and they
had refused, then it would have been a proper case to be acted upon here.
Under the circumstances it seems advisable to use your efficient influence
with the chiefs for the surrender of the slave. In failure of that it might
be expedient to seek compensatio!l from the seven thousand dollars appropriated by the late treaty with them for the satisfaction of such claims. A
company of -the United States troops at Tampa bay will be removed to
Camp King for the purpose of enforcing the provisions of the intercourse
acts, and te prevent by care and vigilance depredations and hostilities that
might otherwise be committed. And in aid of this precautionary measure
you will be pleased to exert your official authority to keep the Indians
within the limits _of their reservations.
With great respect,
Your humble servant,
ELBERT HERRING.
To Major JoHN PHAGAN,
Indian Agent, o/c..

List of letters transmitted to Congress, in answer to a call from the House
of Representatives of May 21, 1836.
James D. W ~stcott, Jr. to Secretary of ·war, dated May 16, 1832.
"
"
Commissioner of Indian Affairs, " Nov. 5, 1833.
" April27, 1833.
"
Secretary of War,

TALLAHASSEE, FLORIDA,
May, 16, 1832.
Sm. : l have the pleasure of informing you that I received, on yesterday
evening a letter from Colonel Gadsden, dated "Payne's Landing, E. F.
May 9th," in which he states that he has "succeeded in making a conditional treaty with the Seminoles." The conditions, he says, are " a previous examination of the country, by certain chiefs named ; and should their
:report correspond with the representations made them, the agreement is to
be binding, and the Indians will prepare to remove. They will have, however, tbree years for the whole tribe to emigrate ; one third annually, commencing with those residing· most northwardly, and most contig~wus to the
white settlements."
H e does not ·state any further particnlars.
I am, very repectfully,
Y our obedient h umble servant,
JA1\1ES D. WESTCOT'l\ Jr.
G eneral CAss, Secretary of liVar.

[ Doc. No. 271. ]
ExECUTIVE 0FFCE, TALLAHASSEE, FLORIDA.

April 27, 1833.
Major Phagan, flndian agent,) who accompanied the deputation
of Seminole chiefs in their recent visit to the western Creek nation, under .
the treaty ot Payne's Landing,, concluded last fall, has just arrived at this
place, on his way to the agency, and made a report to-me, which I have·
the honor to enclose. I have given him the permission solicited. In doing
so, I have been controlled, not merely by the opinion tfuat his arduous and
valuable services for the last year entitled him to it, but also by the' consideration, that no -other person (in my belief) could be of as essential service
to the Department as him, if at Washington, while the arrangements are
being made for carrying the treaties into effect. I have no hesitation in
recommending him as the most proper person in Florida, to go to the westward with the nation, and to assist in their removal, and I know Governor
Duval concurs in this opinion.
As stated in another letter to the Department, dated to-day, I shall see
General Gadsden in a few days, and if, after consulting with him, it shall
be deemed advisable, will again communicate to the Department on the
subject o~ the arrangeme~ts for the removal of the Appalachicola and Semi-·
nole Indians.
·
.
. I have th.e honor to be,
Very respectfully,
Your obedient servant,
J. D. WESrrCOTT,
SIR:

Acting Gov. of Floridav
HoN.

LEWIS

CAss, Secretary ofWar.

SEMINOLE AGENCY, August 12, 1832.
SrR: I have this day received your letter and instructions, witb
a draft on Charleston for the annuity, and for other purposes. Yon say
after paying $4000 to the Indians, the balance is to be brought on to youv
You have allowed $150 for provisioning the Indians. There are' from 3,500!
to 4000 souls, and you say, ifnecessary, that sum may be applied to feed
them, for a term of twelve or fifteen days, which is as short a time as it can
be done in. Now, Sir, you or the Department have taken a wrong view of
the subject, fot the amount allowed will not provision the Indians two d~ys ;.
and besides, I am afraid they will ·not come to receive their annuity when
they hear that the G0vernment will not find them while they are at the· ·
agency. I must inform the Indians that the Government will not find
them; it would be cruel to call them together, and keep them ten or twelve
days without any thing to eat~ and I have great fears that a circumstance of
that kind might make them break off the late treaty; and, Sir, if you have
it in your povyer, do not restrict me, as it regards the feeding them at this
time, as it will, in all probability, have a bad effect. If you have no control over this matter, send a copy of my letter to the Secretary of \Var, on
this subject, as early as you can. Colonel Gadsden, and myself, labored
hard to bring about the treaty, and I should be sorry to see it miscarry at
this period, ior the pitiful sum of five or six hundre(l do1lars, and would
rather pay it mys~lf than it should, if I had the means. I have appointed
DEAR
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the 15th September for the Indians to assemble at the· agency. I should be
glad if you could come to the agency at that time. You could have great
·i nfluence with the Indians, as regards their standing to the treaty. Captain
Graham, and his officers, Doctor Hamilton and Mr. Rogers, join in this re-quest. If you cannot come, please let me know what I have to depend
.upon, as regards finding the Indians. I hope you will order Mr. Sheffield
to the agency. It is necessary that he should be here during the payment
-of the annuity.
Yours; sincerely,
JOHN PHAGAN,

Indian Agent.
Gov. DuvAL; Tallahassee.

· ExECVTIVE OFFICE,

Tallahassee, Nov. 5, 1833.
SIR: In my last communication to you, I stated that 1was about to visit
the Seminole 1iation, to pay the annuity, &c. I have performed that--duty1
.and on my return home, after an absence of six weeks, was taken sick, in
·consequence of the ~xposure suffered on the journey down the Peninsula,
under the sickly sun of September. Hence I have not heretofore written
to you. During the course of next week,· I shall transmit my accounts
for settlement, as Governor Duval is expected to arrive from Kentucky in
.a few days, who must approve them. Conformably to the instructions of
the Department, I have retained the salaj·y of Major Phagan, late Indian
.agent, second quarter of 1833, and that. portion of his salary for the third
•quarter, up to the time of General Thompson's appointment from him,
.and will turn it over to Governor Duval, on his arrival. On my visit to
'!the agency, I regret to state, I discovered evidences of other frauds and improper conduct on the part of Major Phagan, which I will communicate to
the Department with my accounts, with which, in fact, they will be neces·sary as explanations. I discovered that, in regard to the employers of the
:agency, he had sub-contracts with them fo:r much less than the amount
tliey receipted for to the Government, and that even for the amount of these
-sub-contntets, he was in default to them. By payment to them only·of the
·sums due for this year on their sn b-contracts, a considerable amount has
been saved to the Government, and can be applied, if necessary, to the dis·eharge of his other defalcations, or taken to pay the deficieuces to their
- employers: most of whom are poor creatures, illy able to lose. I have found,
.also, he was in debt to several Indians, and to Abraham, one of the Seminole interpreters ; to the contractor for beef at the agency, for provisions at
the payment of the annuity in 1832 ; and Colonel Blunt has a claim of $50
for arrears of his annuity, receipted for to him. I have promised these employers, and Abraham, and the Indians, to state their case to the Department, and I trust, if there is any excess after discharge of Major Phagan's
.arrears to Government, it will be obtained for them.
General Thompson, the new agent, arrived here a few days since. He
is .greatly liked, and ·much advantage is anticipated from his appointment.
He stays hP-re a few days, and goes over to the Appalachicola oa the 9th, to
assist me in getting Blunt off. I am happy to be able to say, that from a

-conversation with Blunt and Davy: a few days since, I now anticipate

fi()
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difficulty in getting him off in a few weeks. His son has not yet arrived
from Kentucky, but is said Governor Duval will probably bring him.
I have this day written to the Secretary of War, advismg of a draft for
the amount to lie paid under the treaty, having been negotiated · here, so as
to be prepared to pay them as soon as Blunt's son arrives. In regard to the
advance of the commutation, for their portion of the annuity under the treaty, I will advise you more particularly, after my talk with them on the 9th,
when I shall be able to correct the data now in my possession, so as to
calculate its amount correctly.
I do not apprehend any very"' considerable difficulty with regard to the
emigration of the Seminoles. Jumper, and Mickanohoy, Ya-ha-ha-jo, _Assee-a-hala, or Powell, Charley Emtltla, and some half a dozen other chwfs,
requested me to ask that they might be permitted this winter to visit Washington, to see the President, and converse with him on the subject.
Mickanohoy is king of the nation, and is opposed to going. John Hicks,
the war chief, heads the other party. Jumper, the orator, or sense keeper 1
is on both sides. I really think if the appropriation of $1,500 or $2,000
was made to defray the expenses of a select deputation; (to be designated by
the agent,) to go to Washington, ~t would be advantageously expended. I
will, however, write yon more fully on this subject in my next.
·
I am, sir, very respectfully,
Your obedient servant,
JAMES D. WESTCOTT, Jr.
. ,.
Sec. A.ct. Gov.

Hon. E. HERRING, Com. Ind. A.ff. TVashington.

FoRT KING,

November 22, 1833.

SrR ~ I herewith enclose yon a communication for the Secretary of War
on the subject of the Seminole Indians.
I am, with great respect,
Your obedient servant,
WILLIAM M. GRAHA~f,

Captain 4th Infantry, Commanding.
Col. R.

JONEs,

Adjutant General, U. S. A. Washington City. ·

FoRT KING, FLORIDA,

J.Vovember 20, 1833.

SrR: In the long absence of all other acting authorjty, as Indian agent,

I feel it my duty to state, that the condition of the Seminole Indians, so far
as relates to their usual supplies of corn, &c. is such as may induce the
Dep11tment to hasten their emigration. Nor do I feel apprehensive of any
desire of delay upon the part of the Indians, whenever the Government
shaH think proper to urge their removal. I can safely s.ay that even at this
season of the year, they are as destitute as the want of blahkets and provi~ions could make them. The season is unusually cold, and I believe we
m::ty foresee for them, a winter of suffering. These are facts which the
Dgpartment m::ty nat esteem unimportant, when considered in connection
with the most expedient mode and time of their removal. The Secretar
7
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of War is aware that the order for the vaccinating the Seminoles as yet has
never been obeyed, the reason of which is that the amount of one hundred
dollars, that was directed by' the acting Secretary of ·war, to be paid Dr.
John Hamilton, the gentleman appointed to peform that duty, was considered insufficient. No physician in this country will undertake the vaccination of the Seminole Indians (upwards of four thousand souls) for a
less sum than four or five hundred dollars, or 4 or 5 ~ollm·s per day. '"fhe
extent of territory upon which the Indians reside, is so large that it could
not be completed in much less time than three months. There is an officer
of the army, who I beg to recommend to your notice: as the emigrati11g or
disbursing agent, he has long been stationed near the nation-speaks their
language, and possesses their most unbounded love and respect; I mean Capt.
John Page, who is now engaged in removing the last party of Choctaws;
and will get through with them, I understand, in December next. I am
..:ouvinced that Captain Page, 4th infantry, could remove the S.eminole Indi<ms, with less difficulty to the Government, and more satisfaction to the
{ndians, that any other individual. Dr. John Hamilton will remove from
~ his Territory in a few days, and if the Government think it advisable to
have the Seminole Indians vaccinated, previous to their removal, Iwonld
most respectfully recommend that Dr. Egbert S. Barrows, of Jacksonville,
Duval county, East Florida, who has been employed as the attending citizen
surgeon at this post, from the 7th of May to this time, and has some
knowledge of the habits, &c. of the Indians, should be appointed to perform
that duty.
I am, with great respect,
Your most obedient servant,
WILLIAM lVI. GRAHAM,

Captain 4th Infantry.

Bon. LKwrs CAss.
8ecretary of VVar.

FoRT KINO, November 22, 1833.
·Snt: More than a year has P.Xpired since the absence of the Indian
agent. In the mean time a treaty has been compeleted, and the condition of
the Indians seems particularly to have required more than ordinary attention. Respectfully, therefore, I would represent the majority as passively
submitting to the treaty. Some ·who are opposed, and the remainder advocating and promoting the views of the Gm'ernment. I am sorry to add,
that there is an influence out of the nation, exercised by th\1se who hope to
· become benefitted by thwarting or delaying their removal, which has required
much tronble and attention. The order of 1832, prohibiting- the introduction of spiritous liquors, upon ·any account, was received at the ngency
last July, the sale of spirits in the nation had been prohibited, and nearly
totally stopped, previous to the reception of that order, but the little "grog
shops" along the bonndaries are reckless of its i ufluence, and the laws of
the ,..rerritory are too lan:e to remove the evil. Upon this subject, however,
I addressed the district attorney, (Douglaf',) as requested by the order, giving a detail of our difrlculties, but do not believe nny heed has been given
to them.
The last season hns proved unpropitious ior the prodi1ction of their crop
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of corn, which has even fallen far short of a year's supply ; but at this early
period they have actually exhausted their whole year's dependance, and from:
the scarcity of game in the nation , are nearly in a state of starvation: at all
hazards I must represent their state as one of suffering. And it is my belief that they have been more improvident, from the idea that they were to
be daily liable to be ordered to prepare for removal. Their condition in
relation to blankets is no less lamentable. There is another subject, a measure of the Government, which has not been consummated agreeably to
:fiJl·mer directions, viz: the vaccination of the Indians, the amonnt of 100 dollars, the sum allowed to Dr. Hamilton, was unquestionably entirely too
small for the time, exposure, and trouble required.
A physician will be under the necessity of visiting every town, consequently it will require the best part of three months to satisfactorily vaccinate from 4,000 to 5,000 Indians, inhabiting an extent of territory, perhaps
two hundred miles square. Should the Government order their vaccination:
I wol!.ld respectfully recommend i(·Dr. E. S. Barrows, of Jacksonville, Florida, for that duty. He has attended this post for the last six or seven months,
and I esteem him in every point of v.ie·w 'Yell calculated to do the Government
good and faithful service.
I have taken the liberty to represent these facts, believing that they mayl
when considered, in some measure excite a stronger belief in the necessity
of making speedy preparations for their removal. If it be the intention of
Go'("ernment to remove them the next summer, there should, in my opinion,
be an agent or officer here to prepare them for such an event. In a few
weeks many of them will recommence planting, after which they will
plead the excuse that they do not wish to leave for another year. I do
consider now that the sooner they are aware of the Government's intention
the better it will be f~r both parties.
Captain John Pi1ge, of 4th regiment infantry, has been stationed in the
immediate vicinity of the nation for .seven yean;, and from his h:nowledge of .
the language ar1d country, and the high respect which the Indians bear him, I
think him peculiarly qualified to take charge of their enrolment and emigration. I•speak positively upon this point, that from my own knowledge,
that mn.n cannot be found, who can remove with so much satisfaction to the
Indians, and so much advantage to the Government, as Captain Page therefore, I do respectfully recommend him to your noti~e as special agent.
I am, most respecfully, yours, &c.

WILLIAl\1 M. GRA.HA~f,
Captain 4th lnfantry 1 cmnmanding.
Judge

HERRING,

•

Ckief of t!te Indian Bureau, "J!Vashington city.

List of letters transmitted to Congress, in answer to a call of the House
of Representatives, of May 21, 1836.
Hon. J. H. Eaton, to Secretary of War,
dated March 8. 1835.
John Phagan, to J. D. Westcott,
. " April 27,' 1833.
Captain J. B. F. Russell, to Com. Ind. Aft~1irs, " SP-pt. 2, 1834.
General D. L. Clinch, to Secretary of War,
" August 24, 1635.
*Dr. Hamilton cannot attend to the vaccin:J..tion.
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Gabrif'l W Perpall, to Secretary of War,
dated October 14, 1835~
" . Sept. 2, 1833.
S. C. Stambaugh,
"
"
':
H. K. Holleman, to Com. Ind. Affairs,
Sept. 14, 1835.
/
L. Gilleland, to Secretary of War,
July,
1835.
"
I G. l\1iland,
"
"
" Februar}r 241 1836.
Roby MclntGsh, and other Creeks, to Sec. of War, " June 5, ] 834.
" June 6. 1834.
"
"
"
E. B. Gould,
7, 1835.
"
" Octobe:l·
l\'Ialachi Hagan,
Nov. 23, 1835.
"
"
AdJ. General, to Com. Ind. Affairs,
July 25, 1834.
.." June 21, 1832.
Major John Phagan, to Secretary of War,
Acting Secretary of War, to John Phagan,
6: 1832.
" Augm;t
':
:iVIay
30,
1832.
"
"
"
Seminole Chiefs " Nov. 22, 1834..
"
"
J.

TALLAHASSEE, JJiarch 8, 1835.
DEAR SIR: I have received your letter, with its enclosures, relative to
the removing the Seminole Indjans, under the provisions of the treaty. oi
1832, but which was not ratified until 1834. I pray you, does not this cir~umstance raise a doubt whether, by strict rule, the treaty can be considered
to be valid and binding? Our lndian compacts must be construed and be
-controlled by the rules which civilized people practice, because in all our
action's with them, we have put the treaty making machinery in operation
precisely in the same way, and to the same extent, that it is employed with
the civilized powers of Europe. The rule practiced upon CJJy us, has been,
,i_md is, that the ratificntion shall take place within either an agreed time, or
a reasonable time. When Florida was ceded in 1819) the Cortes failed to
interchange ratifications within the prescribed time, and afterwards, at :1
subsequent session, it was assented to by the Spanish Cortes. The sen~e
'()[ this Government was; that the first ratification made by the Senate was
inoperative; and again the suhject was submitted by Mr. Monroe, for the
action and approval of the Senate. This appears to me to be ~precedent
which runs parallel with this Indian compact. It says, one-third shnJI
1·emove the first year; viz: early as practicable in 1833, and one-third iu
the next) and the next 1834, '35. Now, until 1834, when the ratification
took place, the treaty was a dead letter. It is in their power now to plead
cmd say, we were ready in 1833 and 1834, and hearing nothing of your
-determination, we had a right to suppose that yon did not mean to stand
by the treaty, and accordingly our minds have changed. With civilized
11ations, I think the plea would be available ; and if so, the Indinns should
have the benefit of it.
'Verc the.:se people willing, voluntarily, to remove, (though such seems
not to be the case) the whole cbfficulty .WIJtd d. be cured, and no evil could
arise. But as military force is about to be resorted to, it is material that
the Government, before making such appeal, be satisfied that right and
justice is on their side, and that they are not engnged ,in the execution of a
treaty, which, if void, is no part of the 1aw of the land. I feel so strongly
the force of this objection, and am so desirous that Genetal Jackson shonld
avoid every thing of--supposed error, that I shall to-day, unauthorized as I
am, write to General Clinch, and request him not to act with force, until he
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shall hear again from you. This he may probably do; and hence, the propriety of your considering my suggestions, and advising him early as possible.
,
Should you at w-ashington, who have books to resort to to solve the
doubt I have mentioned, come to the conclusion that it is tenable, why then,
the subject of the removal, and the manner of it, is unnecessary to be exa...mincd. An attempt must then be made to go into some new negociation.
If there be nothing in the proffered objection, then the best m0de of starting
them away recurs.
The eni.ploying a military force will be an act of war, and the Indians
will embody and figl'lt in their defence. In this event, you will want such
an imposing force as shall overawe resistance. 1"'he few companies you
have ordered, will not produce this result. They will serve but to begin
the fight, and to awaken angry feelings, so that in the · seque], the militia.
·wiil have to be called, which will end in the butchery of these miserable
people. Send a strong imposing regulaT fm·ce, whieh can be commanded,
and prevented from doing more·· than actually is needful to be done; and
then that force, judiciously actit':lg and forbearing, may do much. But send
only a handful of ·men, and difficulties ·will come upon you.
The next thing will be, to have suitable transports of seven or eight feet
draught, lying at Tampa bay, well provisioned to receive them; for sure
as you seek a passage over land, they will desert into the swamps, and
elude your pursuit. 'rhey are afraid to go by land. Bad men will raise
up false accounts, arrest, and throw them in jail, whereby to enforce payment. 1"'he fate of their chief, Blunt, last year, at New Orleans, they fear,
·will be theirs. Taking them by water to the Mississippi river, and there
placing them in boats, with positive orders not to land or stop at any town
or city, will prevent this disturbance to them. In three or four days the
voyage can be made from Tampa to the. Balize at a much reduced cost, to
what a land travel northwardly Would amount to.
There is another difficulty in the minds of these people, and it is this.
A separate tract 1• out of the Creek lands, has been set apart for their home.
'rhere is a ratified treaty in your office, made by General Stokes, Ellsworth,
and Schermerhorn, \Vjth the Creeks, which authorizes the Seminole location. 'Vhile negotiating with the Indians last year, at 'Vashington, I un~derstood that the Creeks disowned this act, and had sent word to the Seminole bands, that while they were wi}ling to receive them in their limits as
a portion of their nation, they would not suffer them to enjoy any separate
allotment of their soil. This, tool has intimidated them, and is, I dare say,
the essential cause of their reluctance to go off. To cure this, either the
Creeks west shonld be gotten to say, that the allotment made shall be for
the exdnsive, separate, use of the Florida. Indians; or the latter should be
prevailed upon, for some adequate compensation, to agree to go and anmlgamate with the Creeks.
Another mode of prevailing on this peo_flle to remove, would be, to gi\re
orders to the troops to prevent them from raising corn this year. This is
almost as severe a remedy as employing your bayonets. But the effect
will b.~, thr~.t, towards autumn, their necessities will compel them to depart.
'To go, or to starve, would then be the question.
Genera] Thompson was here a few days since, and found a letter for hi1n
fi·om the Department. He should not be addressed here, but at the Seminole agency, distant from this place, 1 believe, 150 miles.
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This Indian question of removal is one that should be managed with.
great caution and care; that the enemies in Congress, ever ready to find
:fault, may have no just and tenable ground on which to rest their murmurs. Trend cautiously then ! The people here want the lands on which.
tbey reside, and they will urge a removal jas ap,t nifas; and the Big
.Swamp which, in the treaty, is declared to be the first of their country to·he vacated, is of high repute, and is that on \vhich the eyes of speculator~.
are fixed. But whether they shall have it this year or the next, Qr the..r
next thereafter, is of less importance to the country than that any thing
should be done calculated to impair the character of the Government for
_justice, and for equitable and fair dealing. "\Vhence the neeessity of any
speedy removal? Presently, if let alone, these Indians wm go of their own
accord, because they emmot avoid it. To stay is to starve; and nature: and
its demands, will soon tell them more and better, and more conv.i ncing
tl1ings on this subject than yon and the President can write. Then they
will go, and go without any interruption to the quiet and harmony of the
country. Now, with all your efforts, and the army to aid you, they could
not be carried off, and gotten to their western homes, before June or July.
Then, no crops could be raised, and for two years they will he without
provisions. The preferred, and preferable course I think, will he to send
amongst th~m acti-we and intelligent men, to court them to what is right, in
the hope that, during the year, their minds may be so prepared as to be
induced to depart during November at ieast, that they may reach their
homes in time to raise corn the succeeding year. On the whole, and to
couclnde a tiresome letter, I offer this advice ; avoid ·the exercise · of jrYrce
as long as possible, and let it be the only, the la~t sad alternative, an-d then
let not, by any means, the ?nilitia be appealed to; they \Vill breed mischief!
v.,rith great respect;
J. H. EATON,
Hon. L. 0Ass, Secretary of War.

'rALLAHASSEE,

jYfarclt 8, 1835.

SIR: I have received from the Secretary -Of )\Tar n letter asking me to
suggest to him any views I might entertain as to the removal of the Semi~
nole Indians. Enclosed in hjs communication wrts a copy of a letter
addressed by yon to the Adjutant General, dated 22cl January, 1835. A
reply to it by the Secretary, of the 16th of February, with a talk from
the President, also dated 16th of February.
In reply I have offered my opinion freely and frnnkly; and amongst
-other things suggested, whether the treaty of 1832 be not void, for want of
timely ratification. If this be so, it will be unfortunate that the military
force of the country be actively employed.
In my letter I l1ave said, "by the next mail (unauthorized) I shall write
to General Clinch, and request him not to employ force toward the removal
·until he shall again hear from you. He Nmy, perhaps, nnd~r all the circumstances accord to my request, and hence the necessity of your speedily
informing him of the course he shall pursue.
under the orders given,
you shall think you can practice forbearance, until the Secretary js agai11
heard from, I shall be glad, because my opinion is, there is greater safety 1n

It;
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the course ; but of this you alone are to judge, under the responsibility of
the orders which have been forwarded to you.
Very respectfully,
J. H. EATON.
To Gen. CLINCH.

TALLAHASSEE, Ap1·il 27, 1833.
SrR ~ I arrived here this morning on my return from the journ.ey, comlnenced last September, with the deputation of Seminole chiefs to the western Creek nation. The whole deputation have returned safely. On yesterday I sent them from St. Marks, by water, to the agency. I have the satisfaction of informing you, that while at Fort Gibson, after viewing the country assigned them by the United States commissioners, the chiefs entered
into a definitive treaty with the comnl.issioners, by which the Seminole
nation are to remove to the country assigned them, according to the treaty ·
at Payne's Landing. By this definitive treaty, of which I enclose a copy,
it is expressly stipulated, that, "the nation. shall eommence the removal to
their new home as soon as the Government will make arrang-ements for
'--'
their emigration satisfaetory to them."
I shall, on to-morrow, return to the ageney by land. After staying there
perhaps a week, I wish to proeeed to the eity of Washington, in order to
make a detailed report to the Government of matters connected with the
visit of the deputation to the Creek nation, to settle my accounts with the
Gove~nment for the journey, and to suggest many thi.ngs and advise with
the Indian Department, and make anangements for the speedy removal of
the nation.
I hope they will all be got off by July or August at farthest. :M"y absence
from the agency will not exceed, at farthest, six weeks; and it~ in the mean
time, the annuity is received, it can be paid by Mr. Sheffield, the sub-agent,
or retained until I return. I must, therefore, solicit a letter, giving permission to visit "\'Vashington for the purpose stated.
I have the honor, &c.
JOHN PHAGAN, indian Agent.
His Ex. JAMES D. WESTCOTT, jr.

Acti·n g Governor,

.

.

.

.

~·c.

PETERSBURG, GEORGIA,

"'
September 2, 1834.
SrR: I have the honor to inform yon that agreeably to your in.:tructions,
I have had an intervimv with General Wiley Thompsmi, und that in company with him, leave here forthwith for the perform'lnce of our duties in
Florida.
·
Very respectfully,
Your most obedient servant,
J. B. F. ·RUSSELL,
Captain U. S. A.
'l..,o E. HERRING, Esq.
Commissioner lnd·ian Affairs, lVashington.
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FoRT 1\iARION,

ST. AuGUSTINE,

August 24, 1835.
In fonvarding to you the enclosed document, I beg leave to make
a few remarks, although the subject to which it relates is, itself, of no great
importance, yet it may have an important bearing on the present quiet and
future happiness of these children of the forest. They are, from peculiar
circumstances and long habit, suspicious of the white man. It is hard to
induce them to believe that all the efforts and operations of the Government
are intended for their own good. The question of a separate ngency was
again and again brought forward by the chiefs last winter and spring, and
appeared to be considered by them of the first importance to their future
interest, prosperity and happiness ; and it was at the earnest and repeated
solicitations of the chiefs, that Lieutenant Harris and myself consented to
incorporate their wishes on that subJect, in the arrangement made with
them in April last. Great pains have been taken to convince them, that
the agent for the Creeks west of the Mississippi, would watch over and
protect them and their interests, in common with that of the Greeks, but I
Jear without effect. It is a law of nature for the weak to be suspicious of
the strong. They say the Creeks are much more numerous and powerful
than they are; that there is a, question of property, involving the right to
a great many negroes, to be settled between them and the Creeks ; and that
they are afraid justice will not be done them, unless they can have a separate agent to watch over and protect their interests. The manly and
straight forward course pursued towards them by Gen. Thompson, appears
to have gained him their confidence, and they have again petitioned the
President to make him tf.leir agent, and have requested me through the
]mmediate commanding officer at Fort King, to forward their petition with
such remarks as my long acquaintance wjth thejr views and interest would
authorize me to m~ke. The experiment they are i:l bout to make is one of
deep interest to them. They are leaving: the birth place of their wives
nnd children, and many of them the graves of those they held most dear;
and is it not natural that they should feel, and feel deeply, on such a trying ·
occasion ; and wish to have some one that they had previously known,
\Yhom they could lean on, and look up to for protection? In closing these
few hasty remarks, I feel it my duty to state it as my decided opinion, that
the appointment of General Thompson as their agent, even for two or three
years, until they are settled in their new homes, will have a very happy
effect in carrying out the humane and benevolent plans of the Government: in which the interest of the Territory is so deeply involved.
I am, with high respect,
Your most obedient servant,
D. L. CLINCH,
SIR:

Brevet Brig. Gen. U. S. A. Corn'g.
Honorable

CAss,
Secretary of lVar.

LEWIS
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At the request of the within named principal and sub-chiefs of the Seminole nation, 'the undersigned officers of .the army stationed at Fort King,
met them in council on the 19th of August, 1835:
PRESENT.

Pr·i,lcipal Ckief~.
Holati Amathla.
Charly Amathla.
'rucklnsti Hajo.
Coahajo.
Conhatki Mica.
Poshachi M ico.
Tustinuc Hajo.
Otulki Amathla.
Billy Hicks.
Assiola or Powell.

Sub-Chiefs.
Billy John.
Cosatchi Amathla.
Y nhai Amnthlo.
Y ahai Fixico.
Emathlochi.
'1-,ustinnc Hajo.
Acholi Hajo.
Tustinuc Maha.
Powshaila.
Albusahn~jo.

Chocati. ~'ixico:
Ochi Hajo.
Cheti Haiola.
Cosa Tustinuggi.
Tacosa Fixico.
Canchatie.
Tastanuggi .
. Holati An:athla, the principal chief, adddressed the officers as follows,

VIZ:

c: MY FRIENDS: '\re have come to see you to talk with you on a subject
of great interest to us. vVe want you to open your case to us and tell our
great Father, the Presid.ent, the words his children speak.
"We made a treaty at Payne's Landing to go to the west; we were told to
send some of our principal chiefs to examine the country, and if they approved it, that the treaty should be complete ; they went and found the
country good. vVhilst there, they had a talk with General Stokes and the
commissioners ; they were told that the Seminoles and Creeks were of the
same family ; were to be considered as the same nation ; and placed under
the direction of the same agent. 'They answered that the Seminoles were
a large nation, and should have their own agent as before; that if our
F'ather, the President, would give us our own agent, our own blacksmith,
and our ploughs, we would go to this new country; but if he did not,. we
:-;honld be unwilling to remove; that we should be amongst strangers:
they might be friendly or they might be hostile to us, and we wanted our
own agent whom we knew, who would be our friend, who would take care
of us, would do us justice, and see justice done us by others. 'rhe commissioners replied that our wishes were reasonable, and that they would
do all they could to induce our Great Father to grant them. Our lands
at the west are separated from those of the Creeks by the Canadian, a great
river; and we think the Creeks should have their agent on one side, and we
ours on the other.
c(vVe have been nnfortunnte in the agents our Father has sent us. Gen.
Thompson, our present agent, is the friend of the Seminoles ; we thought
at first that he would be like the others, but we know better now ; he has
but one talk, and what he tells us is the truth; we want him to go with us;
he told us he could not go, but he has at last agreed to do so, if our Great
Father will permit him; we know our Father loves his red children, and
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will not let them suffer for want of a good agent. This is our talk~ whi~
we want you to send to our Father, the President, hoping that we may
receive an early answer."
The council then adjourned.
The undersigned beg to be excused for expressing their opinion on the
foregoing proceedings. The subject of a ~eparate agency has been an
engrossing and all irnportant one with the Seminoles ; they attach to it a
consideration which, perhaps, it does not merit; but we are persuaded that
jts concession to them will be attended with the happiest results: it will
confirm those who are already friendly, and be the means of conciliating
-others who are hostire or at least neutral. Under this view of the case, we
cheerfully unite ~ith the foregoing chiefs, that General Wiley 'rhompsonbe appointed their resident agent.
In justice to General Thompson, we feel called upon to say, that he has
done every thing in his power to dissuade the Indians from the course they
have pursued in this matter; he assured them they would have at the west
an agent who would do them justice and protect them in their rights ; and
further, that it was an appointment he did not solicit, but could not reject
it, if by accepting it he could advance their interests and facilitate their fnturc operations.
A. C. W, FANNING, Bt. Lt. Cl. U.S. A.
ROBT. ARCHER, Asst. Sur.
JOHN FARLEY, 1st Lieut. 1st. A_1'tly.
G. H. 1 ALCOTT, Lieut. 3d A rtly.
E. A. CAPEON, Lt. 1st. Art.
J. vV. LINOUM, Capt. 3d Art.
C. MELLON, Brt. Capt. 2nd Art.
JOSEPH \¥. HARRIS, Lt. Disby. Agt.
JOHN GRAHAlVI, Lt. 4th !rift.
1

SEMINOLE AGENCY, September 7, 1835.
SIR .: I have made up my report upon the claims submitted to me, under

the 6th article of the treaty with the Seminoles, and have suspended your
cl~m
·
For your information and benefit, I here give you a transcrjpt of my
remarks upon the evidence submitted by you.
The affidavit of l\1r. G. W. Perpall, (No. 1,) contains no evidence in support of the claim. It only repeats the declaration of the claimant and the
neighbors. It (the clairn) is suspended to give the claimant an opportunity to obtain the evidence of the neighbors a~d forward it to the Depart-·
ment.
This should be done as early as practicable,
Very respectfully,
Your obedient servant,
WILEY THOMPSON. _Mr. PHILIP W EADMAN.
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Srr. AuausTINE, September 30, 1835.
DEAR SrR: Having a claim on the Indians for horses stolen from us by
them, application being made .to the Indian agent, Col. Thompson, with
·such proof as could be had then, he has thought proper to request further
proof, as you will see by his letter within, but it so happens that five of thB
neighbors who could certify are no more, (since dead,) the only one we
.(!OUld obtain is Mary Henchman, who has declared before a justice of the
peace herewith.
,
In J1opes you will order justice to be done to us.
Respectfully,
Your humble servant,
GABRIEL vV]1. .PERPALL.
Hon. LEwis CAss,

Secretary of War, Washington City.

Personally appeared, .M.ary Henchmanl and made solemn oath, that sometime in 1814, she saw four horses and a colt in possession of the Indians,
which horses said Indians had stolen from the plantation of Gabriel ,i\1.
Perpall, at Mount Onvell in Toncoka. These Indians took off said·horses,
and the owners Gabriel W. Perpall and Philip Weadman never got them
back, as this deponent believes, but wholly lost them. This deponent
lived at the plantation at the ~ime and well knew the horses and the facts
connected with their loss. She saw the Indians take the horses. The
leader· among them called Indian Jim, a
that time of the Indians
about
, this Indian also had his son with him called young Jim.
'rhese horses were :
1. A bay horse, branded S. P. worth $50 or $60.
2. A sorrel gelding, branded S. P. worth $60 or $70.
3. A sorrel mare with a yearling colt, worth both together from $80 to

$100.
4. A cream horse, worth $50 or $60
The two first horses above described, belonged to G. W. Perpall, the two
last with the colt to Philip Weadman: and further deponent snitlt not.
her
:MARY x HEN CH:M:A~1.
mark.
Sworn before me, this 29th October, 1835.
JOS. S. SANCHEY,

.J.P. St. John's County.
VV ASHINGTON, 8eptentber 2, 1833 .
SIR: I enclose you the treaty, made by the commissioners with the Seminole delegation, at Fort Gibson, in March last, assigning the Seminole nation a country west of the Mississippi, with the proceedings in council upon
that subject. The basis of this arrangement is fully explained in the late
treaty, made with the Creek Indians, and the report of the commissioners of
April 2d, submitting it to you for the consideration of the President and
Senate ; and it is unnecessary for me to do more now on this point, than
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call your attention to these papers. I will however take the liberty of respectfully and earnestly urging the speedy removal of the Seminoles from Florida, to the new home provided for them, in the Creek country, by this
treaty. The land allotted to them is of the very best quality in the Terriiory, and was selected by themselves, after a long and careful examination,
made with the advice and assistance of the commissioners, after the conclusion of the Creek treaty. This arrangement, may, therefore, be considered a happy co11firmation of all the engagements made between tb~ United
States and Seminole tribe, with respect to their location west of the Mississippi river. But you are aware of the superstitious feelings of these
people; you know, too, how easily those feelings can be operated upon by
designing men; and there may be smne having inf:I.uence over these people,
, who may from selfish motives, advise them not to accept the liberal provision made for them by the Government, should their removal be postponed
any length of time. Hence, in my opinion, the sooner they can be removed
the better, to which subject I very respectfully call ybur attention.
A copy of the Seminole treaty was forwarded to you immediately after
it was concluded in March last, which I presume yon received in due time.
I am very_ respectfully,
Your obedient servant,
S. C. STAMBAUGH,
Sec. Corn. Indian Affairs.
Hon. LEwis GA.ss,

Secretary of Tflar.

FoRT KING, September 14, 1835.
SrR: General Thompson, agent for the Seminole Indians, has just informed me, that he has forwarded his general report upon the claims under
the sixth article of the treaty of 1832 with the Seminole Indians, including ,
the claim (No. 11 in his report) of Harmon K. Holliman, deceased; and
that he informed you that additional evidence would be forwarded to you
·in support of that claim. The promised additional evidence I have the
honor to enclose herewith. 'I'his evidence had heretofore been submitted
to General Thompson and withdrawn, he having pointed out some defect
·w hich it became uecessary to remedy.
I am, sir, respectfully,
Your most obedient servant,

HARl\iON K. HOLLIMAN.
Esq.
Commiss-ioner of Indian Affairs.

ELBERT HERRING,

Alachua county :
Personally appeared before me, William M. Reed, an acting justice of the
peace in and for the aforesaid county, Bennett M. Dell, who, being duly
sworn, deposeth and sayeth, that he resided on the St. Mary's river, Florida,
jn the year 1818, and that in the month of January of that year, this deponent was informed that a band of Seminole Indians had murdered the
wife of Hinchee Holliman, and committed serious depredations on his plan_
TERRITORy OP FLORIDA,
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tation, on said river, and that said deponent, together with Simeon Dell and
others, who went immediately over the river to Mr. Holliman's, about seven
or eigf1t miles from said deponent's residence. It was early after the Indians ·
had committed the depredations, it being the next morning, that deponent,
with those that accompanied him, found no living being at the place; that
deponent with others went into the house, deponent among the first who
entered it, and found Mr. Holliman's remains under the bed, shockingly
murdered, being fhot, stabbed, and scalped; every thing about the house and
in it was destroyed or taken off, and the place presented a horrid spectacle;
that there were several hogs shot dead in a pen near .the house; that Mr.
Holliman had two horses that were worth from seventy-five to a hundred
dollars each that were taken off at the same time ; deponent has no doubt
that there were drove off at least two hundred head of .cattle ; that said
Hinchee Holliman had a large stock of cattle which he; the deponent,
has seen frequently since, and there were not more than one hundred head
left; and this deponent further saith, that cattle were at and about that time7
viz: the time the cattle were taken from said H. Holliman, worth from
eight to ten dollars per head. That this deponent was on the trail of said
Indians with cattle at different times, and the trail had the appearance of
five or six hundred head having been carried off, and that ·h e followed the
trail twice or more into FloridaJ toward the Miccasuky towns. There
were also a negro woman named Lotty and her child taken away at
the same time, and that the same was not returned until March o.r April,
1822. Mr. H. Holliman stated they had taken between four and five hundred
dollars from him in money, of which deponent has no doubt. He, the
said Holliman, having become quite forehanded in the world, and owned ·
ten or fifteen negroes ; and there was every sign of there having been stolen
corn, bacon, and potatoes, &c. to what amount deponent cannot state.
BENNETT M. DELL.
Sworn to and subscribed before me this 14th day of July, A. D. 1835.
vY.J\11. M. REED,
Justice of the peace for Alachkua county·.

Camden County:
Personally appeared before me, a justice of the peace in and for said
county, Grandison Barber, who being duly sworn, deposeth and saith that
he resided on the St. Marys river in said county and State, in the year
1818, and that in the month of January of that year, the deponent states he
was informed that a band of Seminole Indians had murdered the wife of
Hinchee Holliman, and committed serious depredations upon his plantation, on said river, and in said county and State, about four miles distance
from where said deponent resided. Deponent further states, that himself,
with others, went to Mr. Holliman's where the Indians had committed the
depredation, it being the second day afterward; and said deponent states he
found no living bAing at the place; as deponent had been informed, there
had been the two Mr. Dells and others there before said deponent and those
with him; and had taken and buried Mrs. Holliman's·remains; every thing
about the house and in it was destroyed or taken off, and the place presented
a horrid scene. That Mr. Holliman had two horses that were taken off-at
the same time, one large sorrel horse worth at leq,st l(me hundred dollars ;
the other oue an iron gray, worth seventy five or eighty dollars. Deponent
STATE OF GEORGIA,
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has no doubt that there were drove off two hundred head or more of cattle.
that belonged to :M:r. H. Holliman; that said Hinchey Holliman had a large
stock of cattle, which said deponent states he had seen frequently before
said depredation, and afterwards; and that there was not more than one
hundred head left. And this deponent further saith, that cattle were at or
about that time, viz. the time the cattle were taken from Mr. H. Holliman,
worth from eight to ten dollars per head ; that this deponent was . on the
trail of said Indians with cattle at different times, and the trail had the appearance of five or six hundred head having been carried off; that said de_ponent followed the trail one or more times into Florida, towards the Miccasuky towns: there were also a negro woman named Lotty, and her child,
taken away at the same time, belonging to said H. Holliman, and that the
·'arne not returned until April, 1822. Mr. H. Holliman stated they had
;aken between four and five hundred dollars from him in money, of which
.Jeponeat has no doubt, knowing that Mr. H. Holliman held a consider<Able
.m10nnt of money. and Mr. H. Holliman stating that he was not at the house
,vhen the attack was made by said Indians on said house, being nearly a
quarter of a mile fi·om his house, and hearing the report of the guns, the
Indians a yelling, the screeches of his wife, Mrs. Holliman, that he, said H.
Holliman, stated he had to fiy for his life, without the second ch'ange of
clothing. Deponent further states from hjs acquaintance with J\Ir. H. Holliman and his affairs, he has not the leaf;t doubt but the Indians did take
and carry off between four and five hundred dollars in money. Deponent
aith that he had been in l\Ir. H. RoHlman's house previous to said depredations being committed, and the household and kitchen furniture were
worth from two hundred and fifty to three ·hundred dollars ; other small
damages done, to what amount deponent cannot state.
GRANDISON BARBER.
Sworn to and subscribed before me, this 1st day of September, 1835.
ALEX. KEANJ J. P.
STATE oF GEORGIA,

Camden County:

I certify, from a long personal acquaintance with the above named Grandison Barber, and from his general reputation, that his testimolly, as in the
above deposition contained, is entitled to full credjt.
Given under my hand at Centreville, the 1st of September, 1835.
ALEX. KEAN, J. P. C. C.

Alachua County:
Personally appeared before me, Charles Waldron, a justice of the peace
in and for said county, Enoch Daniels and Abraham Daniels, who, being
dul-.r 'SWorn, dcposeth and saith, that they resided on the St. Marys river
in Le ye~tr 1818, and that in the month of January of that year, they were
jnformed that a band of Seminole Indians had murdered the wife of Hin~hee Holliman: and committed serious depredations upon his plantation on
said river; that they went immediately over to Mr. Holliman's, about five
miles distance from where they, the said deponents, resided, early after the Indians had been there, it being the next morning, and they, the said deponents,
found no living being at the place except one old negro ; that the said deponents went into the house, where they found Mrs. Holliman's remains under
the bed, most shockingly murdered, being shot, stabbed, and scalped; that
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every thing about the place, and in the house, was destroyed or taken off~
and the place presente~ a horrid spectacle ; that there were six or seven
hogs shot dead in the pen; that Mr. Hollim~m had two horses, worth from
$75 to $100 each, which were taken . o:tf at the same time; that the said
deponents have no doubt that the Indians drove off at least two .hundred
head of cattle which belonged to Mr. Holliman, he having been a large
stock holder ; that at that time there was a negro woman and child taken
oft~ and they were not returned for four or five years after ; that Mr. Holliman stated the Indians had stolen between four and five hundred dollars
jr} cash 1 of which deponents have no doubt, as said Holliman was quite
forehanded 'in the world, and owned ten or fifteen negroes; that there was
every sign of the Indians having stolen corn, bacon, and potatoes, to what
amonnt deponent cannot state. The name of the negro woman taken off
hy the Indians was named Lotty.
ABRAHAM DANIELS, his x mark.
ENOCH DANIELS,
his x mark.
Bworn to and subscribed before me, this 17th April, 1835.
CHARLES WALDRON, J. P.

Alachua County, July 10, 1835:
From a personal acquaintance with Abraham Daniels and Enoch Daniels,
whose signatures are attached to the foregoing affidavit, I consider their
testimony entitled to full credibility.
CHARJJES vVALDRON, '.J.P.
T .ERRKTORY oF FLoRIDA,

County of St. Johns :
Personally appeared, Anthony Rutant, who being duly sworn, says,
that he is an inhabitant of the Territory of Florida, and has resided therein
ever since the commencement of the year 1822; and is now sixty-six years
of age; that he, deponent, is acquainted with Harman H. Holliman ; he,
deponent, became acquainted with him, Holliman, in the year 1822, about
the latter end of February of that year ; deponent then resided at Hope hill,
on the St. Johns river, about three miles south of Volutia. As near as deponent can recollect, the said Holliman came to his, deponent's place, for
the purpose of recovering some slaves that had been pluudered by the Se-·
minole Indians from Georgia, belonging to Hinchee Holliman, and whilst
there he, deponent, gave employment to the said Harman H. Holliman;
whilst Harman H. Holliman was with deponent: he employed an Indian
negro, named Abraham, to go into the nation for the purpose of bringing
in the said slaves ; and he deponent recollects that Abraham brought in
the said slaves, consisting of a negro woman and her child ; and he, deponent, recollected that when Abrabam returned, that he, Abraham, gave a
iond whoop to announce his return. 'Th£ deponent recol1eets. that there
wel'e Indians at his place at this time, and he, deponent, believes that Indians
came in with ,the slaves, accompanied by Abraham. rrhey were brought
in from the Indians residing in Florida. Abraham went after the slaves very
enrly in J'\1.arch, and was absent abont a fortnjght before his, Abraham's,
return.
A. RUTANT.
Sworn to before me; the 7th day of July, 1835.
E. B. GOULD,
Judge County Court, St. Johns county.
'I'ERRITOR Y OF FLORIDA,
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TERRITORY OF FLoRIDA) Co~tnty

of St. Johns:
I certify, from a long personal acquaintance with the above named A.
Rutant, and from his general reputation, that his testimony, as in the above
deposition contained, is entitled to full credit.
Given under my. hand at St. Augustine, the 25th day of July, 1835.
· E. B. GOULD,
litdge County Court, St. Johns county.
TERRITORY oF FLoRIDA,

Alachua county:

Personally appeared before me, William M. Reed, a justice of the peace
in ;md for said county, Simeon Dell, who being duly sworn, deposeth and
saith, that he resided on the Saint Marys river, in the year 1818 ; and that
in the month of January of that year, he was informed that a band of Seminole Indians had murdered the wife of Hinchee Holliman, and committed
serious depredations on his plantations on said river ; and that said deponent,.
together with Bennett M. Dell, Abraham Daniel, Enoch Daniel: and perhaps some others, went immediately over the river to Mr. Holliman's, about
six miles from said deponent's residence. It was early after the Indians
had committed the depredations; it being the next morning, that deponent
with those that accompanied him found no living being at the place: that
deponent, with others, went into the house, deponent among the first who
entered it, and found Mrs. Holliman's remains under the bed, shockingly
murdered, being shot, stabbed, and scalp~d: every thing abot;~t the house
and in it was destroyed or taken off, and the place presented a horrid
spectacle ; that there were several hogs shot dead in a pen near the house ;
that Mr. Holliman had two horses that were worth from seventy--five to a
hundred dollars each, that were taken off at the same time : deponent has
no doubt there were drove off at least two hundred head of cattle; as Mr.
Holliman was a large stock keeper or holder: as deponent was shortly after
on the Indians trail and followed eighteen or twenty miles, and it had the
appearance of five or six hundred head having been carried off. There
was also a negro woman named Lotty, and her child, taken away at the
same time, and the same was not returned until March or April, 1822. Mr.
Holliman stated they had taken between four and five hundred dollars from
him in mo~ey, of which ~eponent has no doubt; he (said Holliman) havingbecome qu1te forehanded m the world, and 0wned ten or fifteen negroes ; and
there was every sign of their having been stolen corn and bacon, potatoes,
&c. to what amount he cannot say.

SIMEON DELL.
Sworn to and subscribed before me this 13th day of April, A. D. 1835.
vVILLIAM M. REED, J. P.
TERRITORY OF FLORID.<\,

Alachua county, July 14, A. D. 1835.
From a personal acquaintance with .Simeon Dell, whose signature i.~
attached to the foregoiug affidavit, I consider his testimony entitled to full
credibility.
WM. M.REED,
Justice of lhe peacefor Alackua county.
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NEWNANSVILJ;-E,

July, 1835.

DEAR SIR: I am
~umstances seem to

sorry to trouble you about s;o small a matter, but cir·
render it unavoidable.
Whilst Major Phagan was agent in the Seminole nation, I laid in a claim
against the Indians, which was substantiated in a manner ready for colLection, (he said) General Thompson (his successor) says Major Phagan never
turned over my account to him. I was, by a requisition of General
Thompson, put to the trouble of going through all the formalities and
expense of making out my account and proof a second time, and hurried
by him to close it by the first or last of October last. Since which I saw
him and inquired of him if he thought any thing further necessary in sup··
port of my claim; he said not. I have written to General Thompson in relation to my claim several time~ siqce, to which I r~ceive no answer. My
account was just and very clearly proven by the confession of the
individuals charged with the depredation in open council, besides a long
chain of legal proof in support of it. I would thank you f.Jr other information how I shall proceed to get it.
Yours, very. respectfully,

L.

GILLELA~D.

The Hon. LEwis CAss.

FoRT Grr..r.I<.:LAND,

Jaimary 27, 1836.

SIR: I have just had an interview with ~Ir. Sheffield, sub-agent, on the·
subject of my small claim against the Indians; he informs me that General
Thompson has reported to you on my claim, recommending the payment of
one-half the claim, but does not know whether or not General 'rhompson
forwarded all the proof in support of it or not. · How General Thompson
could have thought proper to curtai1 the claim with such testimony as supported it, I am at a loss to know.
The claim was founded on damages sustained by the Indinns stealing two
horses 'of me; the charge was acknowledged in open council by the Indians;
, the amount of the claim was proven very fairly by the most respectable
testimony to be less than a fair and reasonable charge.
It is only a small amount, yet I am poor and therefore need it. I have
been treated thus far very badly about it.
Very respectfully,
Your obedient servant,

L. GILLELAND.
LEwis 0.>\.ss, Esq.

S-r. AuGUSTINE, PLoRID"\' October 7, 1835.
I eticlose additional testimony, in the case of the claim of Janet
Black, administratrix of Dupont's heirs, which we were advised by General
'rhompson, was necessary on the case. I hope this will explain every difficulty, and place the justice of the claim beyond the shadow of doubt. It
is nnqnestionaby a daim, founded in jlistice, and the facts are well known
SIR:

8
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to have occurred, by every Floridian, either ~rom personal Iuiowledge or
from general report.
With great respect,
I have the honor to be, &c.

E. B. GOULD,
Attorney for Adm/x~
Hon.

LE\VIS

CAss,

8ec1·etary of fl1ar.

Personally appeared before me: Joseph Sanchez, a justice of the peace
for the county of St. Johns, Antonia Bonelly Leonardy, who being duly
sworn, in explanation and continuation 1 says, that at the time the lndians
made the descent upon the settlements of Josiah Dopant, Mr. PeDicer, and
deponent's father 1 in the year 1802, slw, this deponent was about thirteen
years of age. '"I'he persons of her father's family taken by the Indians,
were her mother, Mrs. Mary Bonelly, and five children, viz: this deponent,
Joseph, Theresa, Catharine, and John; the nine Indians set out immt diately
with all the plunder that they and the prisoners could carry, ~nd travelled
by circuitous routes, a1id by-paths for the interior of the country. Deponent's family were made prisoners about three o'clock in the afte1noon, and
were forced to rvarch that day and the following night until daylight of the
second day, when they halted and encamped until the morning of the third
day, when they started again, and travelled nntil sun down, and they encamped for the night 1 and so again on the fourth day, and for twenty-four
days from the time of her capture. The party could not travel fast, as
the plunder was heavy, and deponent and her sister Mary, who was eleven
years old, were obliged to carry alternately their brother John, who was
.. about twenty months old. On the second day after they started from the
Mantanzas, they crossed a small river, and afterwards they crossed the St.
Johns, where it was very wide, (probably a little lake,). she recollects nlso
crossing a river called Sawannee, in a skin. The skin was stretched out
by two cross sticks, and a rim made of wood ; she layed down in the
bottom very still whilst crossing, and remembers she was afraid to look up.
The banks of this river were very steep. On the twenty-fourth day they
nrrivt.d at a town called Mickasuky, the chief of which she tecollects was
called Ken-ha-jah. When we wel·e within a short distance of the town,
the party halted and proceeded to make a division of their plunder and prisoners, after which we were turned over to some Indian-women, who came
out to meet us; after which the Indian men went another way, to dance over
the scalp_of deponent's brother. Whilst living ·with these Indians, which
deponent learned were called by the name of Mickasuky tribe, deponenf
experienced many hardships and cruelties, and her trials were very severe ;
and the circumstances and history of her captivity, and that of her family
were so peculiar and barbarous, that every thing appears to be fresh to her
mind, and she does not think that any think but death can efface them from
her memory. The Mickasuky town; where deponent was, she understood
from the Indians, was about a day's journey from St. Marks, on the Gulf
of Mexico; ahd a considerable distance from Appalaehicola, and within the
Spanish boundary of the two provinces of the Bast and \Vest Florida;
deponent's mother and Catharine, Theresa, and John, were detained seven
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months; and at the end of this time deponent's father sent one Jack Forrester, with three bundled dollars, to redeem the family, but the Indians
not cousidering that a sufficient sum, detained deponent and her brother
Joseph. Deponent was detained fifteen months longer, but her hrother
Joseph escaped previously to that time, and got down to St. Marks, from
whence he was sent by the commander to Pensacola, and from thence to
Mobile, New Orleans, Cuba, and finally he reached St. Augustine, in a.
vessel commanded by Captain Stephen Benet. About twenty-two months
after deponent's captivity, her father sent two hundred dollars, being the
additional sum demanded by the Indians, and she was then released and
delivered up to her brother-in law, Thomas Pacety, who hrought her to
St. Angustine, accompanied by Payne, the chief of the Seminoles, and a
negro slave belonging to said chief. Deponent further says, that her father
and nJ.othN, the said Jack Forrester, the said captain Stephen Benet, and
her brother-in-law, Thomas Pacety, are long since dead; her sister Mary
resides at St. Mary's, Georgia, and that the rest of her family, that are living,
resine in the island of Cuba. She has always understood that the Mickasuky Indians were considered, by the Spanish Government, to be under the
mili tary jurisdiction of the Governor of West ·Florida, and not of East
Florida.
her
1VIARY· BONELLY x LEONA ROY.
mark. ·
Sworn to before me, this 1st day of October, 1835.
JOHN P. SANCHEZ,

J. P. St. Johns ·county.
Personally appeared before me, Frederick VVeedon, a justice of the peace
for St. Johns county, Philip Solana, who being duly sworn, says, that he
is a native of East Florida; is now about fifty-three years of age; has most
of his life had intercourse with the different tribes of Indians. He was in
St. Augustine at the time the Indians made a descent upon the settlements
of Josiah Dupont and others at Mantanzas, in 1802, and he saw the dead
body of 'I''homas Bonelly, who had been killed by them in that affair, lying
in the market place, in St. Augustine, having been brought np to town i~
a boat. From his own personal knowledge, and from what he always
understood, the Indians who committed the depredations on these settlements were of the Mickasuky tribe. They residc.d west of the Sawannee;
and about a day's journey east of St. Marks, on the Gulf1 and within the
limits of the Floridas. The Mickasukies were considered as under the
military jurisdiction of West Florida, for convenience, because it was
much more easy to keep up a correspondence between St. Marks and Pensacola, than between the former pluce and St. Augustine. When GPneral
Jackson entered the Floridas with his army, he destroyed the Mickasuky
towns, and drove those Indians east of the Sawannee, and deponent understands that they have since become incorporated with the Seminoles.
FELIPE SOLANA.
Sworn t(} before me, October 7th, 1835'..

1,. WEEDON,
J. P .. St. John's County.
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TERRITORY oF FLoRIDA, ALACHUA CouNTY,
· November 23, 1835.
SIR: At the request of General '\Viley Thompson, agent of the Seminole Indians, I enclose, herewith, my account against said Indians, with
the affidavits of Mr. George Bruning and myself in relation thereto, with
the following explanation. In rendering this account to the agent about one
year ago, by mistake, I dated it 1834, instead 1824, as stated in the affidavit,·
and the co~sequence was, that the agent was under the impression that
this claim came under the intercourse law, and not that of the treaty,.
therefore, he did not include it in the general report to the Department.
I consider myself justly entitled to intere~t upon this claim, from the
time I sustained the loss, but must abide the custom of the Department in
such cases.
Most respectfully,
Your obedient servant.
MALACHI HAGAN.
ro the Hon. LEWIS GAss,
·
Secretary of War·.

.,O f

Dr.
'rhe Seminole Indians, to Malachi Hagan,
1824. For six head of grown cattle, at $10 per head $60 00
'
7
rERRITORY oF FLORIDA, Alachua county:·
Personally appeared before me, a justice of the peace in and for the
iaforesaid county, Malachi Hagan, who being duly sworn, deposeth and
saith, that the foregoing account, vs. the Seminole Indians, is just and true,
and that the affidavit of George Braning in relation to the same, is a true
statement of facts.
MALACHI HAGAN.

Sworn to and subscribed before me this 23d day of November, 1835.
CHARLES \-VALDRON, J. P.
I certify that I have been personally acquainted with Malachi Hagan for
some years, and that his testimony is entitled to full credibility.
CHARLES WALDRON,
Justice of Peace for Alachua co1mty.

ri'ERRI'l'ORY, Alachua county, ss.
Personally appeared before me, a justice of the peace, in anq. for Alachua
county, George Braning, who being duly sworn, deposeth and saith, that
in the winter of 1824, in company with his father Andrew Braning, Malachi Hagan, and a band of eight or ten friendly Indians, with Indian George
their chief, who they had taken with them to protect and assist them, pursued two Indians with their families, of the Seminole tribe, from camp to
camp, on the head branches of the north prong of Black creek, and they
saw signs of meat having been barbacued at their scaffolds and camps;
and when they overtook the Seminoles, who they were in pursuit of, they
'FLORIDA

[ Doc. No. 271. ]

117

acknow1edged they had killed four head of grown cattle, and had shot two
others of the same description, that they expected had died; and from the
description they gave of the marks of the cattle they had killed, they must
have been the property of Malachi Hagan, as Malachi Hagan took a leaf
from which he cut and described his ear mark, which was a split and under
hit in each ear, and they, without hesitation, acknowledo·ed that the cattle
they had killed were of that mark. And he further ~akes oath that he
was familiar with all the cattle marks in that section of Florida, and that
no person except Malachi Hagan gave that mark, and there were no cattle. whatever ranging within six or eight miles of the range in which Malachi Hagan's cattle ranged, and that the cattle killed at that time by the
S~minole Indians were no doubt the property of ~aid Hagan.
GEORGE BRANING.
November 19, 1834. The within deposition was sworn to and subscribed before me this day.
CHARLES WALDRON.
Justice of Peace.

ADJUTANT GENERAL's. OFFICE,

Washington, Jul?J 25, 1834.
SrR: I enclose herewith a copy of the order assigning Captain Russell

to duty, under the orders of the Commissary General of Subsistence, to
aid in the removal of the Seminole Indians, which it is presumed will
meet the object of your communication of the 21st instant.
· I am, sir, very respectfully,
Your obedient servant,
R. JONES,

E.

Adjutant General.
Esq.
Commissioner of Indian Affairs, Washington, D . C.

HERRING,

AnJuT ANT GENERAL's OFFICE,

Washington, Nov. 24, 1834.
Sra: Herewith you will receive "Order" No. 72, which places you in
com nand of the troop<:: ordered to the interior of Florida. I sond also a
copy of the report received from Captain Graham, the commcmdi_ng officer
at Fort King, arid Captain Russell, who has been there employed under
the orders of the Commissary General of Subsistence, on duty connected
with the removal of the Florida Indians. The subject of this report will
furnish yon with the grounds which have induced the movement of the
troops, and the occasion of now calling; your services into requisition, and
on daty in connection with the affairs of the SemiYiole Indians. To place
you in full possession of the subject, and of the present object of the De-·
partment, I send you herewith, by direction of the Secretary of W a:r, ~·
copy of his instructions to General Thompson, tl_le Indian Agent in Flo-rida, with a copy of the sl'eech directed to be made to the nation. You
are desired to confer freely with the agent and to co-operate with him,

I
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all proper measures in relation to the duties required of him, and in th
fulfilment of the one great object of the Presi-dent in that quarter, the
peaceful and harmonious removal of the Indians, according to their treaty
with th~ United States.
I am, sir, with great respect,
Your obedient servant,
R. JONES,
Adjutant General.
Brevet Brig. Gen. CLINcH,
F'ort J(ing, Florida.

List of copies of letters from Colonel lames Gadsden to the War Department, transmitted to Congress, in answer t.o a call of the House
of Representatives, of .!Ylay 21, 1836.
Letter -dated February 21, 1832.
"
" March 10,
"
"
" March 10,
"
"
" March 17,
"
"
" April 3,
"
"
" April 12,
"
"
" April 15,
"
"
"
May 21,
"
"
" May 29,
"
"
" May 30,
"
"
" l\lay 30,
"
" '
"
" June 2,
"
" June 29.
"
"
" February 3, 1833.
"
" May 1,
"
''
" December 4,
"
''
" November 1, 1834.
List of Letters from the War Departnzent 'to Colonel James Gadsden,
transmitted to Congress, in answer to a call of the House of Repre~
sentatives of May 21, 1836.
dated
"
"
"
"
"
"
Commissioner of Indian Affairs, "
Secretary of War,
"
"
,,
·"
"
"
"

From Secretary of War,

"
""
"

"
"

January 30, 1832.
February 23, "
June 4,
"
February 18, 1833.
December 20, "
December 27, "
November 28, 1834.

BALTIMORE,

February 21, 1832.

SrR : On my arrival in this place, I found the supplies I should need for

the Indians so very low in price, and 'there being no difficulty in procuring
a vessel and on reasonable terms, to proceed direct to Florida, I concluded
to make all my purchases in this city. I have this day corr,.;h ~ed them,
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and now draw on you to meet the expenditures, in favor of Douglass Vass,
for fifteen hundred dollars. By this arrangement I shall not only be able
to m~et the Indians at a somewhat earlier per-iod thun that contemplated,
(should the agent encounter no difficulty in assembling them.) but I shall
have the provisions, &c. nAcess:iry for their subsistence delivered at the
treaty g-round on the St. John 1s river, at a price . fnlly as low as they could
have been obtained in Charleston. The unfavorable weather the last. two
days has occasioned some delay, but I still hope to sail by the middle or
t;he last of the we~k, certainly.
I shall draw on you, via Charleston, for any funds I may require to meet
the incidental expenses of my commission.
~
Your obedient servant,
JAlVIES GADSDEN.
Hon. LEWIS CAss, Sr:.cretary of H'ar.

CHARLESToN, S. C., lUarch 10, 1832.
SIR: The want of a conveyance south, has detained me in this place
many days longer than wac; anticipated. I ,sail to-nloTro\v however for the
St. Johns, and shall reach the place of destination by the time fixed with
the Indians.
Your l-etter of the 23d ultimo has been recei~ed, and no exertions shaH
be wantiug on nly part to accomphsh the object of my mission.
I have this day drawn on you f0r one thousand dollars in tuvor of the
Branch Bank of the United States of this city, to meet the contingent
'eXpenses o.f holding a treaty with the Seminole Indians.
Your obedient servant,
JAMES GADSDEN.
Hon. LEWIS CAss, Secretary of TVctr.

CHARLESTON, S. C. J.l1arch 10, 1832.
SIR: As a deputation of Creek Indians have proceeded to Washington,
to trP.at with the United States, for removal and exchange of lands, I have
taken the liberty of suggesting the propriety of provision being made, in
any treaty concluded, for receiving within the Creek limits, west of the
Mississippi, the Seminole tribes, should they be inclined to unite with the
Creeks. If this is not attended to at this time, it may embarrass the Government in any disposition it may .wish to make of the Seminoles, and
defeat any compact I may make with them on the aforesaid conditions.
Your obedient servant,
JAMES GADSDEN.
non. LEWIS CAss, Secretary of liVar.
PALATKA, ON THE

ST. JoHNS

R.IVER,

March 17, 1832.
SIR: Detained by head winds, and most unfavorable weather for travel- ·
ling, I did not reach this pbce until last night. Only one day, however,
later than the period appointed by me, in my communication to the sub-
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agent, to meet the Seminole chiefs. I found a deputation from that tribe
here, with the information that the head, and most of the other principal
chiefs and warriors were on their annual hunt, and that as their supply of
provisions had long since been exhausted, it was more than probable that
the hunting season for this, would be protracted beyond the period of any
previous year. Runners have been sent out in every direction, but as the
most frequented hunting grounds extend to the very extremity of the peninsula of Flo:r:ida, it is not thought pr:)bable that a general gathering of the
Indians, or of such chiefs as would be authorized to treat for them, can
possibly be effected much before the middle of the ensuing month.
In the interem, therefore, I will proceed to the west, and conupunicate wit}l
the towns on the Appalachicola river, and on my return endeavor to effect
the objects of the General Government, as to the rymoval of the Seminole
Indians to some more suitable country, west of the Mississippi.
The vessel on board of which I shipped the supplies for the Indians from
Baltimore, has not yet arrived. She made the bar of the St. Johns on
Monday last, and has, I have been informed, been laying off and on the
coast ever since, for a favorable wind to enter that river. Should no accident happen, therefore, she may be expected at this place in three or four
days at furthest.
I found (as the menwrial from the Seminole chiefs, presented through
their agent, to the President, stated) that the crops on this part of the rrerritory df Florida had suffered very seriously the last year from drought.
and that the white us well as the Indian population, were at present in a
somewhat distressed state for the want of provisions. The grain supply
for the latter, has long since been exhausted, and as thele is not in the Indian territory, at this time, corn . enough even to plant the crops of the
coming year, I shall direct an issue, for temporary relief, from the quantity
on board the vessel when she arrives, even previous to holding a talk witt
the Indians.
They shall be made sensible, however, hereafter, of the motives of this
act of humanity, on the part of the Government at this particular period1
so that they may not enconmge from thence any expectation of being fed
in future (as they have hitherto been) by any other than their own personal exertions.
I shall embrace, however, any additional supply of provisions,_ which it
may be necessary in their present condition to furnish, as stipulations in
the treaty which may be concluded.
·
·
I have thought it proper, from the tenor of your instructions, to confirm in
this communication the statement made to the President, and through him,
to the Congress of the United States, as to the distress, at this time, of the
Seminole Indians, for the want of provisions, proceeding from causes, in
this particular instance, beyond their control, that that body may make the
necessary appropriation for relief, should it be deemed advisable to do so
for this year, even ir the event of the failure of any agreement on the part
of the Indians for an exchange of lands and a removal west of the Mississippi. They have petitioned for ·no meat but for 8,000 bushels of corn,
deducting what I shall issue.at this time,. will leave 6,400 bushels, as necessary, from their own statement, until the crop of the next year can be
gath.ered. Should corn not increase in price beyond that paid by me in
Baltimore, the above quantity could be delivered at this place for about four
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thousand dollars. To meet, however, all possible contingancies, I should
5ay that an appropriation of five thousand dollars would be ample.
Yours, &c.

. JAMES GADSDEN.
Hon.

SECRETARY OF WAR.

PAYNE's LANDING,

April 3, 1832.

Since writing you on the 17th ultimo, the provision schooner has
arrived, and I have made arrangements for transporting the provisions, &c.
for the treaty, to this point, equally convenient for the agency and the Indians who are to be assembled. Micoanopa, the head chief; having returned
from the hunt, I had an interview with him and several of the subordinate
chiefs from the lower towns, at the agency, on the ~-. He corroborated
the statement previously made by Heal; that from the reduced state of
the Indian supplies of provisions, the hunting season has been extended to
a longer period than usual this year; that the warriors were just returning
frorn the woods, and that the planting season had commenced. It would
be both inconvenient and difficult, therefore, to collect the chiefs and warriors at this time ; and that as he was anxious for all of his people to hear
what their father, in Washington, had to communicate to them, he wished
me to delay the task twenty-eight or thirty days. Unwilling to afford the
Seminoles a pretext for again appealing to Congress to be fed the succeeding year, I readily complied with MicQanopa's request, and we have agreed
upon the 1st of May as the day for the Indians to assemble at Payne's
Landing, on the Ocklewaha river, to negotiate on the subject of my mission. ln the .mean while I shall, as communicated in my last letter to you,
proceed west, and visit the towns on the Appalachicola river, two of the
chiefs of which may be important instruments in effecting the wishes of the
Government with the whole tribe of Seminoles from their supposed views
as being favorable to those wishes, as well as from the acknowledged
influence over the Indians of Florida generally. I have directed a srhall
supply of provisions to be issued from the quantity imported by me, as well
to enable the Indians to return from the woods to their towns, as to assist
them in their planting by furnishing the seed corn necessary.
Your obedient servant,
SIR;

JAMES GADSDEN.
Hon. LEwis CAss,

Secretary of TVar.

. TALLASSEE,

Aprili2, 1832.

SrR: I am thus far on my way to meet the chiefs of the A ppalachicola.
towns, and have drawn on your Department, in favor of the cashier of the
Bank of Florida, for one thousand dollars, which may be necessary to meet
the expenditures of my mission.
Yours, respectfully,

, JAMES GADSDEN.
Hon. LEwis CAss,

Secretary of War.
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BOARD ScHOONER AMBUSCADE,

On way to Charleston, St . .John's !liver, JVlay 15, 18:12.
SIR: I have only time to say, that I have concluded a treaty with the
Seminoles, with the condition that a deputation of seven (7) confidential
chiefs, who have been designated, should previonsly visit the Creek country
west of the Mississippi, and should it correspond with the rcpresentntions
made of it, then the agreement made is to be binding on the respective
parties. I write merely to communicate to yon the above fact, that the
appropriation necessary to meet the expenses of the exploring- deputation
might be obtained before the adjournment of Congress, should I, by any
accident, be prevented reaching Washington be lore that period. I am now
on my way, and hope to anticipate this letter; if not, the appropriation may
Le obtaintd in time for the party to go west, who are willing to do so
immediately after the green corn dance, which will eommence about the
20th of next month. rrhe chiefs have requested that their agent, Mnjor
Phagan, should accompany them, and the Government could not, at this
time, appoint a better agent.
Yours, respectfully,
JAMES GADSDEN.
The Hon. SEcRI:TARY oF "\'V.uL
CHART...EsTo~,

SouTH

CAROL IN A,

May 21, 1832.
SrR: I wrote you from the St. John's river, in which I informed you
that I had concluded a treaty with the SemiJ1ole Indians, with tha condititm
annexed of a previous ·examination of the country west of the Mississippi,
by seven of the head chief.'3. I am thus far on my way to Washington,
via Baltimore, for which place I shall sail in hal£ an hour. This is to advise
you, that I haw~ this day drawn on yon: in favor of the Brallch Dank of
the United States, in this city, for one thousand dollars, to close the expenditures of the mission to the Seminole Indians.
Respectfully,
Your obedient servant,
JAMES GADSDEN.
The Hon. LEwis CAss,

Secretary of l'Var.

D. c.
lVlay 29, 1832.

wASHINGTON,

SIR: I have the honor of submitting to the consideration of the Presia treaty which, as commissioner in behalf of the United States, I have
concluded with the Seminole Indians. I sball, iu a day or two, prcpt!re a
report of my operations, detailing some facts and recommendations, which
may assi&t the Department over which yon preside, in carrying into c%ct
the o1,jects of the Government, in removing the Indians west of tlle .Mississippi.
Your obedient servnnt,
JAMES GADSDEN.
The Hon. LEWis CAss,
dent~

Secretary of War.
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WAsHINGTON, ~Vlay

30, 1832.
SrR: 1"'he documents furnished from the office of Indian affairs, us de·
rjved from the expensas incurred by tl1~ Choctaw delegation, do not afford
~utisfnctory data, on which to base an estimate, which may be relied on, of
the probable sum which would be necessary to defray the charge of sending
a depntation of Seminoli!S to the Arlunsas, as provided for in the treaty
latdy conc[nded with that tribe. 'rhe mor~ remote position of the Indians,
·in the interior of t~e Peninsula of ~?lorida, from the country to be examined, will necessarily add to the amount which may be requisite to meet
all the demands for transportation, &c Assuming, ho\vever, 75 cents a day,
per head, as snffi.cient to meet the expenses of each member of the party,
,: including the cost of horses, tents, interpreters, guides, ferriage, provisions,
blankets, clothing, camp apparatus," &c. as furnished from the Indian office, I should suppose that the estimate subjoined will probably be as safe a
guide for the War D_;partrnent, as any I am able, at this time, to prepare.
The treaty provides for sending a deputation of 7 chiefs, with an interpre.
ter and agent, making in all 9 persons ..
•Transportation of 9 persons from the Bay of Tampa, or some
other port in Florida, to New Orleans, at $20
$180 00
Transportation of 9 persons ti·om Orleans., in steam-boats, to
mouth of White rivu, at $15
135 00
rrhe same amount on return to Florida
315 00
Six months, or 180 days' expenses of 9 persons, at 75 cents
per head, per day
1,215 00
$1,845 00
184 50

Contingencies, at 10 per cent.

$2,029 50
In the Choctaw deputation, the agent who accompanied it, received five
dollars per dn.v. Should this be allowed Major Phagan in this case, 900
dollars will have to be added to the above estimate, making a sum of
$2.929 50. An appropriation, therefore, of 3,000 dollars wiil be amply
sufficient to meet all the expenses of the proposed exploring party, embracing aH contingencies, to the Creek country.
Respectfully, your obedient servant,
:-~AMES GADSDEN.
· The Hoa. SECRETARY oF VVAR.

· W ASHING'.roN, May 30, 1832.
Sm.: I now enclose you an estimate of the probable expense of an nxplori'lg party, west of the Mississippi, which Mr. Verplanck, of the Committee of \V~tys and .Means, thinks it would be more regular to come recommend.;d lhr_o ngh you. Should yon do so, this ·sum can be substituted in the
genor.tl appropriation bill, for the ·5,000 dollars therein provided to feed the
ScllJiuol•;s.
I remained in yonr office several hours this morning, with a hope of seeing you personally '~n the subject. The estimate the committee of the
Ho.use would wish to receive this evening, or early to-morrow.
Respectfully, your obedient servant,
JA~1ES

HoN. L. CAss, Secretary of War.

GADSDEN.
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vV ASHINGTON, D. c. June 2, 1832.
SrR: I have the honor of submitting to the consideration of the Presi ·
dent, a treaty or compact, which, as commissioner in behalf of the United
States, I have concluded with the Seminole Indians. There is a condition
prefixed to the agreement without assenting to whir.h, the Florida Iudians
most positively refused to negotiate for their removal west of the Mississippi, alleging that they had no knowledge of the c'ountry assigned the
Creeks in that quarter, and were alike ignorant of the disposition of that
tribe to reunite with, or :eceive them as a constituent pnrt of the same
people. Even with the condition annexed, there was a reluctance (which
with some difficulty was overcome) on the part of the Indians to bind
themselves by any stipulations, before a knowledge of facts and circumstances would enable them to judge of the advantages or disadvantages of
the disposition the Government of the United States wished to make of
them. They were finally induced, however, to assent to the agreement
entered into, and on terms the most favorable which could be obtained:
and which will be found, I trust, to harmonise with the general spirit,
however they may not accord, with some unessential particulars, with the
strict letter of your instructions.
The difficulties in effecting this arrangement, and the unavoidable delay
attending the whole negotiatiqn, have exceeded my anticipation, and will
be found to have, in some degree, swollen the expenses beyond my estimated calculations. The Indians, as I previously informed you, were
scattered in every direction throughout the Territory, nnd the reduced state
of their provisions had induced many of them to extend the hunting ~eason
beyond the ordinary period. Some time elap~:ed before the principal chief
of the lower towns could be found, and the gathering of the head men of
the Seminoles generally, was impracticable, without the previous isme of
some provisions to meet their immediate wants, and . to provide for their
families while they were engaged in council with the United States commissioner. While on the treaty ground, the half starved condition of
many of them, subsisting as they had b.een for three months previous, on
roots, and the cabbage of the palri1etto tree, compelled a larger issue of
meat and corn than I have ever known to be demanded by Indians hefore.
The issue however was indispensable without creating- dissatisfaction, and
thf'reby jeopardizing the success of my mission. I found it necef:sary therefore to meet all complaints from chiefs on this subject, by an issue of provisions satisfactory to themselves and their half st~rved followers.
I
mention this fact to account for the seemingly large quantity of meat and
corn in proportion to the numbers assembled, when contrasted with what
would have satisfied the like number of white men.
I deemed it most advisable in the provi:::;ions of the treaty, and it was
more acceptable to the Indians, to give a special sum for the surrender of
their right of occupancy and for the improvements abandoned. To havr.
estimated the value of the latter by individuals appointed by the respective
parties, would not only have increased the difikulties in the final execution
of the treaty, hut might have opened the door to subsequent disagreements,
requiring further negotiations on the subject.
The payment for property alleged to have been plundered wns the snbject more pressed by the Indians, and in yielding 1o tbe1 r wishes un this
head, a limitation has been fixed in a sum, which I thiJJk h0wever will
prob:.tbly cover all demands which can be satisfactorily proved. Many of
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the claims arc for negroes, said to have been enticed away from their
owners during the protracted Indian disturbances, of which Florida has
been for years the theatre.
The Indians allege that the depredations
were mutual, that they have suffered in the same degree, and that most. of
the property claimed, was taken as reprisal for property of equal value lost
by them. They could not, therefore, yield to the justice of restitution
solely on their part, and probably there was no better mode of terminating
the ditficulty than by that provided for in the treaty now concluded.
One of the principal objection-s on the part of the Seminoles to the reniD~al recommended, was the supposed severity of the winter climate of
the Arkansas country as corilpared with the one inhabited by them in
Florida. 'rhis was most satisfactorily obviated by the provisions for blankets and clothing, to be distributed, and which was the stronger enforced
on feelings of humanity. A large majority of the warriors apd their
families are in a naked condition, and without the means of providing that
clothing which wonld be indispensable in a more northern latitude, however they may not have felt the want of it in the mild climate of Florida.
I did not stipulate in the treaty for subsisting the Seminoles, until their
present crops were gathered. · I found on more general examination and
inquiry, that the lower towns were not suffering, and that those immediate! y in the vicinity of the white settlements, though complaining of
starvation: and had been long without any other provisions than what the
woods afforded, were still so improvident, and so entirely under the influence of intemperate habits, as to exchange the bounty of Government, as
soon as recdived, for whiskey. I deemed any further supplies to the Indians of this class not called for by humanityi and as only calculated to
defeat the object of their removal to a country better adapted to their wants,
and more remote from the temptations of unprincipled traders. I divided
the provisions left from the treaty, and which will extend sufficient temporal'y relief to those who merit or will profit from it.
I have not stipulated in the treaty, though it \Vas understood between
the chiefs and myself, that the Government would continue this protection
to the Seminoles and their property, by preventing intrusions on their
country until they were prepared to remove. To more effectually accomplish this, I would most respectfully recommend the immediate reoccupation of Camp King, near the agency, with a company of United States
infantry, with instructions to the commanding officer to assist the agent in
confining the Indians within their boundaries, and in pr.eventing an internourse between them and the whites which may tempt to acts of depredation and violence.
It was the request of the chiefs that their annuity for the present year
should be p.tid before the exploring deputation of chiefs went west. They
will be prepared to start as early after the green corn dance as practicable,
which will take place about the last of this month, or about the first week
of the next. The annuity has hitherto been remitted by a draft on Orleans
or Mobile. It would be more convenient to the agent to receive the annuity by a draft on Charleston, as the intercourse with that place is more
direct and frequent, and the iransmission of the fund necessary would be
attended with less difficulty and delay.
The final ratificntion of the treaty will depend upon the opinion of the
seven chiefs selected to explore the country west of the 1\iississippi river.
If rthat country corresponds to the description given, or is equal to the ex-
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pectations formed of it, there will be no difficulty on the part of the Seminoles. If the Cree ks, however, raise any objections, tbis will be n suftlcient
pretext on the part of some of the Semmole deputation to oppose tile execution of the whole arrangement for removal. 'ro your better judgment,
therefore, is submitted the direction of the exploration and mission eon- ·
templated, so as to insure a perfect understanding between the parties, and
to remove all the difficulties which may hereafter interfere to t he final
emigration of both Creeks and Serninoles, west of the States and Territorie£.
I owe it to Major Phagan, the Seminole agent, to state that he rendered
me every assistance in his power, and lost no opportunity of contributing
his influence to the accomplishment of the objects of the mission on which
I was engaged.
Respectfully, &c.
JAMES GADSDEN.
Hon. LEwis CAss, Secretary of H1ar.
The towns on the Appalachicola river, were riot included in the treaty
made with the Seminoles. It was agreed to negotiate ·w ith the chiefs
separately, and I have submitted to yonr Department an estimate of the
cost and the probable arrangement which may be effected for the purchase
of their reservations and for their removal west. Should an appropriation
for that object be obtained from Congress, I shall be prepared on my return
from New York, in eight or ten days, to receive and execute your further
instructions on that head.
Respectfully,
J. GADSDEN.
WASHINGToN, D. C. June 29, 1832.
SIR: Major Phagan, Seminole Agent, writes me that there is a sub-chief
of that tribe, by the name of Tulkee-Emarthla, "who is desirous of going
with the deputation to Arkansas. He has two sons and two uncles · residjng in that country, and I think it would be good policy to let him go, as it
will not increase the expense but a mere trifle. He is a man of some in
fluence among his people, and having kindred in the country would make
him mBre anxious to move." 'rhe above recommendation is submitted to
yonr consideration.
.
It will be necessary to advance a part or the whole of the -estimated expense for the exploring party of Seminole chiefs, before they leave Florida,
and as Major Phagan, who accompanies the expedition, will be absent from
the agency for many months, and will consequently have some preparatory
arrangements to make, he has requested me to submit to your consideration
the justice of a half year's advance of his salary on his departure.
As the sub-agent's presence will be necessary at the agency during the
absence of Major Phagan, it may become necessary to. make a temporary
appointment for the Appalachicolas, in which event, I would submit to
your notice, that a suitable person for the office, and as one in whom confidence may be reposed, Mr. Wm. S. Pope, who resides in that neighborhood, and may be addressed at Aspalaga, Gadsden county, Florida.
Respectfully, &c.
JAMES GADSDEN.
Hon. LEWIS CAss, Sec. of War.
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W ASSI\SSA, .Ji'ebruary 3, 1833.
Snt: Since writing the enclosed, I have received a communication from
Major Phagan, who had arrived with his party of Seminole chiefs at Cantonment Gibson. He reports that in consequence of the non-a~semhlage of
the commissioners, the Indians had not, as yet, been able to examine the
country to be allotted them. They had been on a visit, however, among
the Creeks, and were shortly to go on a great buffalo hunt, west. On the
whole: the l\'Ll,jor thinks, that with the exception of the want of wooded
land, an objection, I believe, which has been made by the Creeks, the Seminole::3 are much pleased with the country (the soil and wat.;r in particular),
and that there will be r~o difficulty in consummating the agreement made
at Payne's Landing in May last.
Respectfully, &c.
JAMES GADSDEN.
Hon. LEwis CAss, Secretary of War.

y..r ASSASSA,

CouNTY, . .lJlay l, 1833.
Sm.: Major Phagan spent the last night with me on his return to the
Seminole agency. He has reported, he informs me, the successful result of
his expedition to the west; leaving now nothing wanting, but your instructions for the early removal of the Seminoles _to the country allotted
them on the Canadian fork.
}1s the .;\1ajor proceeds direct to Washington, under a permit from the
Executive ot the Territory, you can personally communicate with him on
those plans which may be deemed best for the transportation of the Indians
to their new homes. I am inclined to the opinion that, after duly considering all the difficulties attending hmd and water conveyance, independent
even of the repugnance the Indians have to the latter, that yon will find the
former mmt advisable. Should yon ndopt the water, a depot on the coa~t
of Florid::t near the Indian location (and the bay of Tampa alone affords
an acceptable p:1int for large vessels), wonld have to be established. The
collecting the Indians at that point ; the necessary preparatory expenses for
doing so; the expense of dehy, should the Indians be_ detained for the
vessels, or of demurrage, should the vessels have to walt for them; the
transhipment from sea vessels to steam-boats, on the CJl'ri val of the former in
the Mississippi ; the probable detention of steam-boars for the want of a
concert of movement between them and the sea vessels, and the possible ar- .
rival of the latter in the :M.ississ1ppi, when the waters are too low for the
former to ascend the Arkansas; are.all obstacles of such a character as may,
and will, in my opinion, he found to enhance the expense of water transportation considerably above that of a land route. If the latter be previously selected through a settled and well supplied country, and the arran{rements judiciously made, depots of provisions might be established at
C')n~eaient distances, ~?O that but few accompanying wagons, and those prin ·
cipally to convey the children and in1irm: w~uld be necessary. _ The Indians could themselves afford great facilities with their horses, all of which
they would wish to ,c arry with them, and could not by water. They have
generally a large stock of horses, and would very reluctantly sell. An objection to the land route might be anticipated in the pt>ssible complaints for
alleged dQpredations by the Indians on their march. But this can be preJEFI<,ERSON
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vented by making the chiefs responsible, and whose vigilance will prevent
irregularities. However, on this, and other subjects, you will derive from
]\'lajor Phagan all the requisite information. He having been designated
by the Indians to accompany them, and their recommendation having been
responded to by the commissioners on the Indian territory, gives him a
strong claim on the Government for being so employed.
I have been prevented by an uncommon flood in the Appalachicola, interdicting all intercourse with its western banks, from visiting the Indians
on that river, as I communicated was my intention in my last letter to you.
I have been further induced to postpone the contemplated interview, until
the return of Blunt from the Creek nation, where he has been in vi ted, he
informs 1:ne, to attend a council of the southern towns. They have it in
agitation, if acceptable to the Government, to propose as a substitute for the
treaty yon concluded with them on the conditions agreed with Blunt, and
if accepted, to unite their fortunes with that chief, and remove with him
immediately. I communic,ate this information, however, as I received it
from Blunt, without any knowledge as to its correctness, or as to who may
have first agitated the subject among the Creeks. I feel very COI?fident,
however, that the two towns on the Appalachicola, the chiefs of which have
hitherto been obstinate, will not long delay accepting the conditions ofiered
them, and that all the Indians in the Territory of Florida may be removed
within the next two years at farthest, provided the necessary appropriations
be made by Congr~ss.
Respectfully, your most obedient servant,

JAMES GADSDEN.
Hon.

SECRET AR v oF WAR.

November l, 1834.
SIR: Captain Russell was with me yesterday, and reports that the Seminoles in a late talk with their agent, General Thompson, have positively re.
fused to remove west, under the stipulations of the treaty of Payne's Landing. Their objections, as I understand from the Captain, are, that it is a
('white man's treaty" which they did not understand, as the interpretation
of the negotiation was false. From the interval between the negotiation
and the execution of the treaty, and the unfortunate de1ay in the necessary appropriations for carrying it into effect, I had apprehended some movement of this character. 'Time had been allowed for the exercise of those
adverse and secret influences, too frequently, as you well know, interposing
to embarrass the Governmental transactions, with its red subjects, and the
opportunity from a change of agency, seemed to be propitious to throw obstacles in the way, which could only be met or explained 'by those w110 had
previously been agents to, or ~witnesses of, the negotiation with them. I am
far, myself, from believing that the Indians have taken a st11nd, at all hn.zards, against fulfilling the stipulations of the treaty of Payne's Landing:
but rather think -their late conduct in council, is but a demonstration to try
their new agents, with a view, either to delay, or of ascertaining what better terms may be obtained by a new negotiation with .~hem. I am well advised that individuals behind the curtain, who, under a pretext of sympathy for the Indians, conceal a motive of personal interest, have long since
been attempting to persuade the Seminoles, that at the treaty of Payne's
VVAsSASsA,
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Landing, the commissioner obtained an advantage over them, and that if
they objected to that treaty, .a new one more favorable to them might be obtained. I have deemed it proper, therefore, after what has occurred, to say
to you, that the negotiation held with them was in open council, in presence,
not only of all the chiefs and warriors, bnt of many visiters from neighboring settlements, in c_;.ddit-ion to those connected with the commission. KQ.OWing that the Seminoles had, on a former occasion, thrown obstacles in the way
of the executiOn of the treaty of Camp Moultrie, alleging that they had
signed it under misconception of its terms, and that the interpretations
were false, I offered thetn the option at this time of the same interpreter, lY.lr ..
Richards, who I had with me, or one of their own selection; they named
Abraham, a fnithful domestic of .Micaanope, the head chief. In addition, the
interpreter of the agent, Cudjo, was present, and Mr. Richards, who Iretained for my own satisfaction. On the int~rpretation of each talk, hy Abraham, I referred to the other iRterpreters as to its correcl.ness, and the chie£~
themselves never intimated a doubt on _the subject. I mention these facts,
which have likewise been communicated to Getwral 'rhompson, that the
department' over which yon preside, may yercicve hmv fallacious is the
complaint made by the Seminoles, shon~ou for a moment be disposed to
.} ield a 1isteni ng ear to it.
, /
You superior knowledge of the Indian character, and of all the difficulties and embarrassments encountered in negotiating and executing arrangements with them, will be a better guide, under e)nsting obstacles, as to the·
treaty at Payne's Landing, 1ban any suggestions which could come from, me.
I may be excused, however, from the particular interest which I feel on this
subject, from any se_)}dlingly officious solicitude I may manifest, as to the
final success of what was most propitiously commenced.
'J'lhe removal of the garrison at the bay of Tampa, I deemed at the time
premature, and this, probably with the delay adverted to above, and the
temporary {Jncontrolled influence which interested individuals adverse to
the Govemmental views: have been able to exercise, from the absence from
the nation of the local agent for nearly 12 months, may have been the exciting cause of the present difficulties. · Yon cannot, therefore, in the opinion of the undersigned, too soon, either reoccupy the bay of Tampa, or reinforce the fort at Camp King; so that by a show of military strength, you
may demonstrate the ability, promptly to enforce the final resolves of the
Government. These would be more certainly effected by no change in the
existing arrangements, and I feel more than confident, that the very first talk
with the Indians to that effect, after the military dispositions suggested have
been consummated, will produce a change favorable to the immediate compliance on the part of the Seminoles, with all the stipulations of the treaty
of Payne's Landing. 'rhere is even now a strong party, as advised by
Captain Russell, under the chiefs Fucktalusta Hadjo, and others, who are
willing to migrate, but have been threatened by the others, with a view of
overawing them. These should be immedidtely protected, and every facility affored them for their speedy migration. Their departure would produce the most salutary impression on the whole nation.
Respectfully, your obedient servant,

JAMES GADSDEN.
Hon. LEWIS CAss,
Secretary of War.
9
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W AsAsssA, December 4, 1833.
S1R: The enclosed letter from Captain Graham, the commanding officer
at the Seminole agency, as containing £cime suggestions worthy of consideration, I have taken the liberty of transmitting to you. The fact of the
starving condition of the Seminoles, I think with Captain Graham, may be
taken advantage of as fadhtating the removal of the Indians. Those in
the greatest distress may, no doubt, be induced to migrate so soon as the
agents of Government can make the necessary preparations, and be furnished with the funds requisite to meet the expenditures.
I trust, therefore, that the treaty concluded will be presented to the
Senate for an early ratification, and that all arrangements for its speedy
execution will be matured before the interference of private individuals can
influence the Seminoles to an opposition.
There will be no difficulty if the (},gent, or who .m ay deserve the trust of
executing the treaty, acts with decision, and receives instructions of similar
import to those sent the Executive of the Territory in relation to Blunt.
There should be no tampering with the Indians, or any encouragement giv~n
them of the least possibility of a change in the compact they have entered
into. I take the liberty of mentioning this (rom the known fact that already
have emissaries been active in persuadiug the Indians that they have
made a bad bargain, and that if they resist co~pliance with the terms of
this agreement oue more favorable Will be granted them.
The statement in relation to Captain Page I believe to be correct. He
acted for some time as sub-agent of Indian affairs in the Seminole nation,
and I have understood is not only well acquainted with the head and subordinate chiefs, but is in good favor with them. I entertain very little doubt
but that his services might be found valuable in the capacity recommended
by Captain Graharu.
The deep interest I take in the removal our red br~thren from the Territory, of seeing consummated the work which I commenced,_is my only
apology for the frequent and probably troublesome commumcations addressed to your Department by
Your most obedient servant,
JAMES GADSDEN.
The Hon. LEWIS CAss,
Secrett:Jry of W.sr.

FoRT KING, FLORIDA, November 22, 1833.
DEAR SIR: I have taken the liberty to express to you my ideas on the
subject of the relations between the Seminole Indians and the United States
Government, particularly as a treaty has been concJu.ded by yourself, and
confirmed by the authorized agents of the nation (the Jegally deputized
party of chiefs) at Fort Gibson last spring, or the latter part of the winter.
The Indians are in distress, I think, on account of provisions, as not an
Indian of the Mickasuky tribe have fivg days' supply of corn or beans, &c.
'rhey, as well as the whole nation, are much in want of a supply of
blankets; and, as I understand from Dr. Roper, just from Washington city,
that Governor Cass, the Secretary of War, says, that the wqqle of th~ Seminoles will be' removed to the land ceded to them west of Arkansas Territory ,n ext rear, ~ think that the sooner that arrangements are made to
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commence the removal the better it will be for the nation ; and I think they
can be removed, or prepared for removal, much easier in the winter or
early part of the spring than if they are allowed to remain until they plant
and gather another crup of provisions. They must suffer much, indeed very
much, for the want of provisions during this winter and next spring, if
they are not supplied by the United States Government; and shQuld they
be so supplied, I think, as I have before intimated, that the agents of the
Government will be released from a great deal of trouble and vexation in
attempting to emigrate them. I would hy all means recommend that Capt.
John Page, 4th regiment of infantry, should be sent to remove them. He
possesses their confidence in the highest and sincerest manner, and can
remove them much easier, I think, than any other person could do. He,
you know, is well acquainted with the whole nation, and always was a
great favorite, apd has more influence over them than any other white man;
he is also willing to undertake that duty. I would also advi:-;e that the
Indians be v<J,ccinated before they are removed, and would recommend that
Dr. Eghert S. Barrows, of Jacksonville, Duval county, East Florida~ be
appointed to vaccinate them; he was stationed at this post as attending
citizen surgeon from the 7th of May last, until yesterday ; is acquainted
with their habits, &c. and is well qualified to do tbem justice. Dr. Hamilton, who was appointed last year, refused, as the Acting Secretary of
War only allowed a hundr~d dollars. He; s about leaving thP- '"rerritory
to reside in Maryland. No physician in this country would tmvel over the
nation and perform the service for less tfian four or five hundred dollars.
Should you think my suggestions worthy of notice please write to the Department, and state to them what steps should be taken, &c. Some person
should be immediately authorized to tell the Indians that they will certainly
be removed next year, although I believe they will be removed in 1834, yet
I am not authorized to say so, but Captain Page ought to be sent here in
January or February next if possible. He writ&s me that he will ha:Ve
taken the last party of Choctaws west by the last or middle of December,_
and be in Washington city about the first of January, if not sooner. I
hope, Colonel, you will appreciate my motives in addressing you on this
subject, as since Major Phagan left here in October, 1832, with the deputation, there has been no agent except Mr. S_heffield who was here but a few
weeks, and I can learn nothing from the executive office in Tallahassee on
the subject of the Indians Is it a fact that a General Thompson, of
Georgia, has been appointed Seminole agent, and do you know where he
is? --:v.Iajor Phagan sailed from St. Augustine for Washington city about
fifteen days .§ince: he has al \vays been an honest and correct agent at this
place, as far as I can learq.. Be pleased to make my respe'Cts to Mrs. Gads- .
den, and believe me to be
Most respectfully, &c.__
_
_
WILLIAM M. GRAHAM,

Captain 4th artillerg.
Col.

JAMES GADSDEN,

Flm·ida.

N. B. Will' you do me 'the favor to answer this ?

- W'.M.G.
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Eist of copies of letters fro'm the liVar Department to General Wiley
Thompson, transmitted to Congress in ans'Wer to a call of the House of
Representatives, of May 21, 1836.
In answer to letters of.

Date.

Who from .

---~-----.- 1--~·------

Acting Commissioner Indian Affairs
CDmmis'r Indian Affairs
Do
do
Do
do
Do
do
Do
do
do
Do
secretary of war 'Commissioner Indian Affairs
Do
do
Do
do
Do
do
Do
do
Acting Do
do
a~ting Secretary of War Commissioner Indian Affairs
A~ting Secretary of 'Var
Do
do
Do
do
Do
do
Acting Commissioner Indian Affairs
Gommis'r Indian Affairs
Do
do

August
December
January
July
"
November
"
"
February
'~

"
March
April
"
May
June
July
"
August
"

29,
23,
30,
7,
10,

1833

19,

"
"

20,

"

24,
30,
22,
8,
11,
31,
' 1.2,
12,

"
17,
"
26,
September 16,

1833.

"

"

24,
"
9, 1835
9,
21, .
2,

December 2 1

1834

"
"
"
"
"
·"
"

October 29, 1834.

"
January
"
"

24,
19,
19,
10,

March
"
April
"
June
"

25,
30,
27,
28,

July

19,

"
"
~'

':
''

~~D_D_~----~-~-----j_-~~~~~~~~1__~:____ _

"

1835~

"
(I

(I

"

'"

14-,

"

28,

"
20,
August
1,
"
25,
Sept.
23,
Nov.
14,

~----~~. - ----.

"
"
_.... _8.

"

DEPARTMENT OF W.A.R,
Office .Indian Affairs, August 29, 1833.

SIR: By direction Qf the Secretary of War, I have the honor to enclose a
eommissiGn appointing you agent for the Seminole nation of Indians, re~ding within the limits of the superintendency and Territory of Florida, in
place of Major John Phagan, dismissed.
Your compensation will be fifteen hundred dollars per annum, in full
lor your services and expenses, which will be paid to you quarterly by the
JiUperintendent of Indian affairs in Florida, computing from the date of
your acceptance of this appointment.
Enclosed you will receive a form of the bond required of Indian agents,
wliich you will please have duly executed and returned to this Department
It must be signed by yourself and two or more sureties, and approved by
the district attorney, or judge.
Yon are requested to report yourself, as early as may be practicable, to
His excelJency Governor Duval, the superintendent of Indian affairs, at
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vrallahassee, from whom you will receive instructions, and the files and
records of your predecessor.
·
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
D. KURTZ,

Acting Commissioner of Indian Affa·irs.
Gen.

WILEY

THOMPsoN,

Elberton, Georgia.

DEPARTMENT OF WAR,

Office lndian Affairs, l)ecember 23, 1833.
f;rR: Your letter of the 2d instant: to the Secretary of War, reporti~g
yonr proceedings since you took charge of the Seminole agency, has been
received and referred to this office.
The only points in yonr letter which seem to require reply, are in rela-.
tion to the time when the Seminoles may be expected to remove, and ask-·
·ing permission to cultivate the land adjoining the agency.
It is impossible to say when the Indians will commence ~heir removal,
-and all that can be said on the subject, at present, is that an appropriation
will be asked from Congress immediately, and their removal facilitated by
all possible means. ·
You are at liberty to cultivate _the land appended to or connected with
the agency, but no assurCLnce can be given beyond the time ·when the emigration is completed.
No arrangement has yet bP.en made for the appointment of an emigrating
agent. When the subject comes before the Department, your applicatioh
shaH receive the most respectful consideration.
I have the honor to be,
Very respectfully,
Your obedient servant,
ELBERT HERRING.
General WILEY THoMPsoN,

Seminole Agency, Florida.

E:dract of a letter from the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, to
Thompson, dated January 30, 1834.

Wil~!J

"The requisite funds for the removal of the Seminoles will soon be- pro, vided, and measures will be instantly adopted for their speedy emigration.''

---"
DEPARTMENT OF WAR,
Office lndian Affairs, July 7, 1834.

SIR: A proposition has been made to the Department, by the Western
Creek chiefs now here, that the Seminoles should give up their right to a
separate location west, as a distinct body, and settle promiscuously among
the Creeks, as the Eastern Creeks now do on emigrating to the west.
'!.,hey contend that by so doing they would be more cordially received, and
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would' live more amicably, than if they should be placed in the Creek
country as if they were a separate community. This sentiment is pressed
with so much earnestness by them, that the Department feels it expedient
to have you submit the proposition to the Seminoles, and in making it, you
will inform them that it is entirely optional with them to agree to or Jeject
it. That, by their late . treaty, they are entitled to a distinct portion of the
Creek country for their residence, and that they may insist upon it 1 or waive
the privilege as they please. That the mode prorostd by the Creeks, would
probably prevent jealousy and collision, and promote the good feeling and
prosperity of both tribes; but that the decision rests with them ent-irely~
and must be made of their own free will. In proposing this matter to the
Seminoles, be careful not to excite a suspicion on their part, that the Government expects or requires their assent. Their determination must be altogether voluntary, and the proposal to them must be mentiomd in such
manner as not to throw any obstacle in the way of their emigration.
Very respectfully, &c.

ELBERT HERRING.
To General

THoMPsoN,
~lberton, (;eoreria.

WILEY

Extract of a letter to General Wiley Thompson,

~lber_ton,

Georeria.

"DEPARTMENT OF WAR,

Office Indian AJ!airs7 July 10, 1834.
"SIR: The duty of investigating the claims against the Seminoles, for
slaves and other property alleged to have been stolen by them, and f(Jf the
payment of which, seven thousand dollars have been appropriated, is
entrusted to you. Yon will proceed to collect and embody the evideuce of
the parties, and report all claims that, in your opinion: oughL to be considered as within the intent of the treaty.. You will be allowed your necessary expenses while performing this duty, and if the circumstances shoul
seem to demand it, a small extra compensation.
I am, sir, &c.

ELBERT HERRING."

DEPARTMENT OF WAR,

O.ffice Indian Affairs, November 19, 1834.
SIR: In reply to your letter of the 29th ultimo, I have the honor to
state, _that the Department cannot depart so far from the provisions of the
treaty of Payne's Landing, as the chief Em.a rtla and his associates request.
It is in the power of Congress only to authorize the measures they propose.
The subject will be presented to that body.
I am, &c.

To General WILEY THoMPSoN,
Tallahassee, F'lorida.

ELBERT HERRING.
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DEPARTMENT OF WAR,
,
Office Indian Affairs, November 20, 1834.
SrR: I am instructed to inform you, that the office of superinteudent of
emigration will be conferred npon you on the 1st of January next. The
compensation is fixed at two thousand dollars per annum. It is the wish
of the Department tha:t you should continue to perform such duties of an
Indian agent, as may be reqnired for the Seminoles, but no compensation
can be allowed, therefor, besides that of superintendent. It is importa."nt
that great care should be observed in keeping the correspondence and ac·counts of the two offices. As superintendent, you will address yourself to
Gen. George Gibson, commissary general of subsistence, and as agent to
this office; until an appropriation is made for the removal of the Seminoles,
but one interpreter can be employed ; his pay cannot exceed the limit
fixed by law.
I am, &c.
ELBERT HERRING.
To General WILEY THoMPSoN,
Tallahasser:, Florida.

DEPARTMENT

OF

WAR,

J.Vovember 24, 183·1.
SIR: Your communication of the 28th ultimo, to the Commissioner of
Indian Affairs, together with the enclosure containing the proceedings of
the council held with the Indians at Camp King, has been laid b8fore the
President. It is utterly impossible to submit to the demands made by the
Indians. Every consideration of good faith and expediency with respect
to themselves, and the just and humane policy on the part of the United
States, requires their removal in conformity with the stipulations of the
treaty. I have no doubt but that you are right, and that the sentiments
disclosed by the Indians, are those of interested advisers and not their own.
They have stipulated to remove west. They h:=tve ceded their country in
Florida, and it will soon be sold and occupied by .our citizens. Part of the
appropriations for fulfilling the treaty have been made, and others will be
asked for as fast as required. It is nothing leso;;; than insanity or an utter
ignorance of their own position, which can induce them under these circumstances to expect to remain. To comply with their wishes, or rather
what is represented as their wishes, would be utter ruin to them. I enclose
a speech which you will deliver and explain to them, and the suggestions of which you will enforce by such considerations as may occur to
you. Orders will be issued this dav from the adjutant general's office: ~or
an increase of the military force in the vicinity of these India.n.R, and Col.
Clinch will be directed to take the command in person. Yon will communicate fully with him, and furnish all the information in your power. The
object of this movement is to overawe and restrain such of the disaffected
Indians as seem by your report to meditate hostilities. My own impression,
however, is, that they will operate upon the fears of their own people, and
prevent those who are willing to emigrate from doing so. If any hostilities are attempted, they must instantly he checked b~r force. If illegal violence is used against individuals, with a view to prevent their emigration
or excite d~sturbances, let the trespassers be arrested and tried by the civil
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authority. Assure the well disposed thut they will be protected. · You will
also inform the Indians that all their annuities will he withheld, until they
commence in compl,iance with the stipulations of the treaty. I trust that
these measures will induce them to relinquish any design they may hav~
to oppose the fulfilment of the treaty. Should they, however, finally de·
termine not to remove, you will, before any other proceedings take placr,
report the state of things to this Department, an.d await further instructions.
You will communicate to the commanding officer at Gamp King the view's
herein presented.
Very respectfully, &c.

LEWIS CASS.
To General

THOMPSON,
Seminole Agency.

WILEY

DEPARTMENT OF \V AR.
Ojfice Indian Affairs, February 9, ,1835.
SIR: In reply to ·y our letter of the 19th ultimo, in relation to Mr.
Ce11ter, I have to communicate the approval of the course pursued by you,
and to add, that unless he complies with the Jaw in procunng a license, he
must be removed from the Indian territqry without delay, and forbidden
an intercourse with the llJdians.
Very respectfully, &c.
ELBERT HERRING.
To General WILEY THoMPSON,
Seminole Agency, Florida.

DEPARTMENT OF WAR, .OFFICE INDIAN AFFAIRS.

February 9, 1835.
SrR: I have received yorir letter of the 9th ultimo, with the inclosures.

Mr. Steele states that the Indians, of whom you speak, have not been recognised by the Seminoles, and have never received any part of the ann uities,
and have become incorporated with _the Spaniards, pursuing the same occupations. Upon this statement, it is obvious that the Government is not
called upon to interfere with them in any way. In determining who were
Indians, and a.s such, entitled to the benefit of treaty stipulations:- regard has
always been paid to the fact, whether. they were recognised as members
by the tribe to which they claimed to helong. It is, of coursP, desirable
that the whole Indian population should be removed from Florida. But
the Government cannot remove, as Seminoles,. persons not admitted to be
members of the tribe, by the Seminoles themselves.
Very respectfully, &c.
ELBERT ·H ERRING.
To General WILEY THOMPSoN,
Seminole Agency, Florida.
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DEPARTMENT OF WAR,
Office Indian Affairs, February 21, 1835.
S 1 rt : I have the honor to c).cknowledge the receipt of your letter of the
lOth ultimo, enc~Josing a copy of your communication to Governor Eaton.
The Department is well pleased with your zeal in the discharge .of your
official du tie.3, and approves your proceedings as communicated in your
letter.
V cry respectfully, &c.
· ELBERT HERRING. ~j
'l"'o General WILEY THoMPSON,
Seminole Agency, Fl01·ida.

DEPARTMENT OF WAR,

Ojjice Indian Affairs, March 2, 1835.
Srrr : :Major Archibald Clark has nude application to the Department for
itt; interference, to enable a lady to obtain restitution of some negro property, said to be illegally held from her by the Florida Indians.
I have, therefore, to request th.at yon will afford whatever facilities may
be in your power, upon the claim being established by proper proof, before
the competent judicial tribunal, to have the property restored to her.
Major Clark has be~n referred to you; and informed that you will aid
him, both with your advice and influence.
·
I have, &c.
ELBERT HERRING.
To General W lLEY THoMPSON,
Sentinole Agency, Florida.

DEPARTMENT

OF wAH.,

0FF'ICE INDIAN AFFAIRS,

April 21, 1835.
SrR: I have received your letter of the 25th ultimo, 1·elative to a claim

of :Mrs. Hanna, represented by Major A. Clark.
Accorcliug to my recollection, Major Clark imputed no blame to yon.
Your proceedings in the case are entirely approved by tP.e Department, and
left hirn no good cause oi complaint against you, had he seen fit to allege it.
His application to this office was for copies of papers with which you could
not fitrnish him.
F~rom the import •of your letter, I fear that you have misapprehended
mine of the 2d ultimo. It is incumbent on Major Clark, first, to establish
thc. right of Mrs. Hanna to the slaves, before some judicial tribunal ; after
which, and not till then, you }Nill render him assistance in getting possession of them.
·
Very respectfully, &c.
ELBERT HERRING.
To General WILEY Tr-roMPsoN,
'l'allaha.ssee, Florida.
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WAR DEPARTMENT,

Office Indian Affairs, April 30, 1835.
SrR: I have received your letter of the 31st ultimo, with a copy of your
letter to Mr. Steele.
As you seem inclined to think the subject had not been clearly understood, and as General Clin~h had authorized you to express bis concnrrence in your opinion , the subject has been submitted to the Secretary of
War. He has directed me to inform you, that if the fucts stated by Mr.
Steele are ~orrect, and they are so considered to be here, as they are not
controverted, the Indians alluded to cannot be considered us members of
thf:' Seminole tribe.
Permit me to observe that this decision does not rest, as yon appear to
suppose, upon their being, and having long been, without the limits of the
country assigned to the Seminoles by treaty. But it is based principally
up:m the fact, tl mt they have never been recognised as members by the
Seminoles themselves. It would he an unequal construction of the same
circumstances, to say that they who, because of those circumstances, had
never participated in the bentfits of any treaty with the Seminoles) should
now be obliged to remove by a stipulation in one of the treaties, when
penalty or punishment, as it would
removal would be in the nature of
withdraw them from the sea, from which they procure their subsistence.
I do not think the consequence would follow this decision that you apprehend. If Seminoles, who have always been recognised as members of the
tribe and shared in the beneficial stipulations of the treaties were to remove
beyond the limits of their reservation, they would not thereby exempt themselves from the obligation to emigrate. And should any of them so remove,
the necesEaty measures would be authorized, upon your representation of
the fact, to bring them back.
'1-,his Department fully appreciates the desirableness of freeing F lorida
of its whole Indian population, but it cannot consider those as Seminoles
who arc stated by Mr Steele to be "entirely identified by habit, occupation
and intermarriage with people of another nation, of different pursuits and
modes of life, ar:td incapable of supporting themselves by ordinary Indian
means."
Very respectfully, &c.
D. KURTZ, Acting Com .
Gen. W. THoMPSON
Semtnole Agency, Florida.
L

WAR DEPARTMENT, May 22, 1835.
SIR: Your letter of the 27th ultimo has been received, and, in the ab·
scnce of the Secretary of "\\rar, it has been submitted to the consideration
of the President.
The President approves the d eci~ion communicated to General Call, in
the letter of the commissioner of Indian affairs, of the 26th March, a copy
of which is enclosed. The 7th section of the intercourse act of 1834, to
• which you alb~de, .was designed to secure to the Indians the means of procuring subsistence by the chase or ifi the field; and it cannot, by construction, be extended to objects not therein specified. The law does not contemplate the possession of slaves by the Indians, and contains, therefore, no
security for property of this kind. If the Indians hold 1t, they are left free
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to its disposition, as they are in the disposition of their skins and furs. The
Government cannot assume a power not granted, from an express grant of
power over objects of an entirely different character.
The President is of C?Pinion, that the opportunity to sell their slaves, will
be an inducement for the··Seminoles to remove. Their re>ources will be
augmented, and they will not, upon their arrival \Vest, be possessed of a species of property; which, as stated in the report of yourself~ Lieutenant Harris and General Clinch, would excite the cupidity of the. Creeks, and be
wrested from them by their superior numbers and strength.
Nor is it considered, that the permission to the Indians to sell, would be
an inhuman act. It is not to be presumed, the condition of these slaves
would be worse than that of others in the same section of country.
In regard to the report which you state has been spread, that it was your
object, by refusing to sanction sales, to secure these negroes for yourself and
your friends, the obvious remark is, that it will be effectually silenced by
yonr publication of the views of the Department on this subject, and interposing no further obstacle to the purchase of these slaves, than may benecessary to secure their owners a fair equivalent.
,
I am, &c.
C. A. HARRIS,
Acting Secretary of War.
\
Gen. "\V ILEY THoMPsoN,
Fort King, ]•,lorida.

WAR DEPARTMENT,

Office of Ind·ian Affairs, June 8, 1835.
Sm.: In answer to your communication of 28th April, I have enclosed
a copy of a letter, written by Major General Macomb, to Col. Fanning,
prohibiting the admission of any person into the Indian country, in Florida, unless with your permision or that of the 'VVar Department.
I am, &c.

ELBERT
'r.o Gen.

HERRll~G.

THoMPsoN,
Seminole. Agency, Florida.

WILEY

\VAR DEPARTMENT,

July 11, 1835.
SrR: Your letter of the 14th ult. to the President of the United States'

has been referred to this Department.
.
He has instructed me to inform you, that in consequence of the ,representations of Col. Gadsden and Capt. Thornton, that the Seminoles are reluctant to sell their negroes, or to leave them in Florida when they emigrate
themselves, and that they are dissatisfied with the arrival of persons among
thmn to buy their negroes, such measures will be taken upon this subject
as the intercourse law sanctions.
You are therefore authorized to inform the chiefs, and to give public notice to all others, that no person will be permitted to enter the Indian country to purchase negroes, or for other purposes of trade, without a license
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from yourself, ar:l prescribed in the 2d section of the net o~ 30th Jnne, 1834.
The 3d section of this act authorizes you to refuse su:-.h hcense, v~her: you
are satisfied that it would be improper for the applicant to reside m the
Indian country.
I am, &c,
C. A. HARRIS,

Acting Secretary of
To Gen.

WILEY

War~

THoMPSON,

Seminole Agency, Florida.

VfAR

DEPARTMENT,

July 31~ 1835.
I have received your letter of the 28th ult. enclosing papers connected with a claim of Gen. Clincb, for negroes killed by the Semitwles.
'rhese will be examined when your final report is received. You are
aware that no single claim can be paid, until the whole amount of c;aimR
is known. For if this exceeds the appropriation~, a pro rata payment only
can be made.
Very respectfully,
C. A. HARRIS,
Acting Secretary of 1Var.
To Gen. \V ILEY TtiO?.IPsoN,
Seminole Agency, Flo~·ida.
SIR:

WAR DEPARTMENT,

August 12, 1835.
·. SIR: I enclose a copy of a letter received from Mr. Gilleland in relation
to a claim against the Seminoles.
You will please make an early report of all the circumstances of this
case,. that, if necessary, the Department may act upon it.
I am, respectfully, &c.
C. A. HARRIS,
Acting Secretary tJf TVar.
To Gen. vVILEY TH0l\1:PSON,
Sem·inole Agency1 l'i'torida.

\VAR DEPARTMEN'J',

August 12, 1835.
SIR: I have received your letter of the 19th ult. in which yon ask the
action of this Department upon a claim of CoL Humphreys to negroes,
who, it is alleged, are the property of an Indian woman, named Culcheeshowa.
Admitting, as true, all the particulars stated by you, on the authority
of the Indians and negroes, it would still be improper for this Department to
act upon this representation, without any other knowledge of the ground6
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of Col. Humphrey's claim. Opportunity to explain or rebut should be
afforded him.
You will therefore furnish him with a copy of your letter, and advise
him that you hn.ve submitted the case to the Department, and inform him
that any communication he may choose to make, will be duly considered
here, before any decision is made.
I am, very respectfully,

0. A. HARRIS,
.1lcting Secretary of War~
To Gen.

WILEY

THoMPSoN,

Seminole Agency, Florida.
'VAR DEPARTMENT,

Office Indian Affairs, August 17, 1835.
Sm.: I have received your letter of the 20th ultimo, relative tu the application of Major Clark, for the delivery of certain s]aves alleged to belong
to Mrs. Hanna.
In reference to your suggestion, that this case is provided for in the sixth
article of the treaty with the Seminoles of 1832, I beg leave to observe, that
the words in that section are " slaves, or other property stolen or destroyed."
'rhesc words do not seem to rrie to embrace the present claim.
In a communication, dated 22d February, 1828, Major Clark represented
that Mrs. Hanna claimed the negro woman, Sarah, and her issue, u11der a ·
deed of gift from her fi:1ther. 'rhe affidavit of Mrs. Hanton states, that the
reputed father of Mrs. Hanna sold them to a member of the family of an
Indian chief. If a bill of sale had passed at this time, there would evidently be a question of legal title between the parties; and the nature of
the case would not be essentially varied by the absence of such an instrument. 'The claim, therefore, is a proper one for the ndjudication of the·
law courts. If they d0cide that the deed of gift is the older and better title,
it will then be proper for this Department to consider whether an order shall
be given, in aid of the decree of the court for the re!?titution of the slaves
.claimed to Mrs. Hanna.
You will please furnish Major Clark with a copy of this letter.
·
I am, &c.
D. KURTZ,

., Acting Commissioner,
To Gen.

"\'VILEY

o/c..

THoMPSoN,

Seminole Agency, Flor-ida.
WAH DEPARTMENT,

Q!Jice Indian Affairs, August 36, 1835.
Sm: I have received your letter of the 1st instant, with the accompanying papers. Your course of proceeding in relation to the occurrence ap·
pears to have been judicious .and proper, and has the approbation of the
Department.
Very, &c.
EL8ERT HERRING~

Gen.

WILEY Tm)l\'IPSON,

Seminole Agency; Florida.

14~
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WAR DEPARTl\IE~T,

Office Indian Affairs, September 16, 1835.
SIR: Your letter of the 25th ult. has been rec~ived. Your construction
of the 5th article of the treaty of Payne's Landing is doubtless the correct
one; 1t cannot have reference to any claims not existing at tbe date of that
treaty. 'rhe date at which General Clinch's claim accrued, must have
been overlooked when the letter of the 31st July was written. It is then a
claim nuder the intercourse act of June, 1834, and I return the papers en·
closed in your letter of 28th June, that you may take the steps prescribed
in the 17th section of that act.
Very, &c.
ELBERT HERRING.
To Gen. WILEY THOMPSoN,
Seminole Agency, Florida.

WAR DEPARTMENT,

Office Indian Affairs, Oct. 28, 1835.
SIR: I havP- received your letter of the 23d ult. enclosing one to your·
self from the chief; John Walker, complaining of an outrage committed, or
attempted to be committed, upon his property. It is the duty, as it is the
desire, of the Government to protect the Indians in their persons and property, a.nd you will therefore communicate with the District Attorney, ·,.1d
furnish him with such information as you may possess, which will have a
tendency to lead to the conviction of the perpetrators of the outrage upon
Walker. A letter has this day been addressed to Mr. Walker, the District
Attorney, requesting him to use all proper means to apprehend and bring
to trial the offenders. Yon will be pleased to inform the chief, Walker, of
the steps which have been taken, and assure him of the determination of
his great Father to protect all his red children from aggression by the
whit~s.

Very respectfully, &c.

ELBERT HERRING.,
To Gen. WILEY THOMPSON,
Seminole Agency, Florida.

WAR DEPARTMENT,

Office Indian A.ffait·s, December, 7, 1835.
SIR: Your letter of the 14th ult. enclosing certain papers in relation to
a claim of General Clinch for the loss of two slaves killed by the Seminole
Indians, has been received. According to your desire, the papers were
submitted to the Secretary of War ; and I am instructed to say, that, under
the peculiar circumstances of the case, he would comply with your request
if he had the authority of doing so. The law governing the case is positive, and having pointed out the remedy, has left him no room for the exercise of his discretion. I regret that the claim cannot be paid by the Department without submitting it to the lndjans, and the affidavits which you
sent on touching this matter, are therefore herewith returned. Perhaps,
when presented to them, the Indians will allow the claim without produc-
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ing the proof, and in such case the affidavits of the negroes could be destroyed, and they escape the threatened vengeance of the Indians.
Very, &c.

ELBERT HERRING.

To Gen. w!LEY rrHol\IPSON,
Seminole Ag_ency,

~Plorida.

/
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EMIGRATION OF INDJANS.
0FFtcr·: CoM.'Y GEN'L SvtSISTI:xcE,

June 2, 1836.
SIR: In conformitv wi:h the ,·crbal instructions of the Secretary of
War, I transmit here\vith nH the correspondence of this office relative to '
the removal of the Seminole Indians from the date of the r::ttification of the
treaty of May 9, 1832.
I have the honor to be,
Most respectfully,
Your obedient servant,

GEO. GIBSON, C. G. S.
To C. A. HARRis, Esq.
Acting Secretary of War.
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HEAD QuARTERS

.~..o/lobile,

November 27, 1833.
GENERAL : Should the Seminole Indians be 1·emoved west in the course
of the coming year, I ta,ke pleasure in recommending Captain John Page,
of the 4th infantry, as an officer every way qualified to take charge of the
removing party, and one that will do justice to the Indians and the Government. 'rhe appointm~nt of Captain Page to that duty would, 1 am con..
vinced, be very gratifying to the Seminole nation, as he is.acquainted with
all of the chiefs and most of the Indians.
I am, with high respe'c t and esteem,
Your friend,
D. L. CLINCH.
General GEoRGE GIBSON,
Commissary General of Subsistence.
EMIGRATION OF IN{!IANS,

Office Com'y Gen'l Sub. Decembm· 20, 1833~
CoLoNEL: 1 have received yours of th<l 27th ultimo, recommending
Captain Page for an appointment in the removal of the Seminole Indians.
Thati officer is now engaged in a similar duty west of the Mississippi; and
from his efficiency, and his acquaintaince with the tribe to which yon allude,
will, most probably, when the proper time arrives, be employed in its
removal.
Very respectfully,
Your 'most obedient servant,
GEORGE GIBSON,
Com'y Gen' l Sub.
To Col. D. L. CLINcH,
U. S. Army, ll1.obile, Alabama.
'\VA.sHINGTON Crrv, January 15, 1834.
SIR: I have to request the favor of being placed upon duty connected
with the emigration of Indians.
I am, sir, very respectfully, .
Your most ohedient servant,
J. B. F. RUSSELL,

'ro Gen.

Captain 5th infantry.
GEoRGE

G1ssoN,

Com. Gen. Sub. U. ~ A.nny, Waskingtof'.
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\VAsHINGToN,

L¥/arr;h 31, 1S34.

SIR: I feel desil'ous to be employed on duty connected with ihe emi-

gration of Indians. I have served thirteen years in Jhe army with my
company and regiment, and I think there would be found no objections to
my being placed on this detached duty.
I have a more particular reason for wishing to be detached on this duty
arising from my deli·2ate health, which can only be benefitted by an active
lit{~. I was obliged to leave my post last fall in consequence of ill health,
nnd should fear much that a return so soon to the monotony of a garrison
life would be very much to my inju.ry. l\'Iy claims for this duty are as
strong as that of any ofiicer of the army, bnt, laying aside all claims, I am
(~0mpelled to solicit .this favor: considerations that I hope will meet with the
favor and acquiescence of the Secretary of vV ar.
I am, sir, with great respect,
Your obedient servant,

J. B. F. RUSSELL,
Captain 5th infantry.
Gen.

GEoRGE GIBSON.

Commissary' General,

<J·c.

T~~MIGRA 'l'ION OF INDIANS)

qf]ice Com/:lf Ge1i'l Sub . .lul?flO, 1834.
SrR: Yon are hereby appointed a disbursing agent in the removal of
the Seminoles.
The duties of your appointment may be found generally laid down in
the "regulations concerning the removal of the Indians," and in so much
of the ': memorandum" of the Secretary of War respecting the removal of
the Indians in 1834, as relates to the tribe to which you are appointed.
But your duties will be specifically pointed out hereafter.
You will proceed hence to tbe Seminole agency, Florida, in pursuance
of the directions contained in the " memorandum" herewith enclosed.
Respectfully, &c.

GEORGE GIBSON,
Com. Gen. Sub,
Capt. .T. B. F.

U.S. A.
Washington, D. C.

RussELL,

l!Jxtract from the " Memorandum respecting the removal of Indians
during the year 1834." (Dated 8th July.)
"9th. The season being so far advanced, and there being no appropria· ·
tion for the removal of the Seminole Indians this year, it is not considered
<\dvisable to attempt their removal immediately. General Wiley Thompson, the present agent, will be appointed special agent for removal. .Jlis
compensation will not commence till such time subseq_uAnt to the 31st December next, as he may be required to begin his dnties. Captain Russell will
be appointed the disbursing officer.
~
H lOth. Captain Russell will be directed to repair immediately to Flonda,
where he will have a personal communication with General rrhompson,
who will be advised of the views of the Department. They will commu-
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nicate to the Indians the intentions of the Government to provide for tLti
1·emoval ·as speedily as is compatible with their health and (_)thcr circen
stances.
" 11th. A p]an of operation~ wiH be projected by General Thorn
and Captain ,Russell, embracing all the details connected with this m
necessary for the sanction of the Department. '1 hey will nscertain w
will be the proper time of commencing the rerroval, th•e mode of transFOl'·
tation, whether by land or water, the proper wute to be tall en, the l::e&t mode
of procuring subsistence on the road, whether by contract or by open purchn~c
the best mode of procuring wagons, if wagons are required, and general
all the circumstances necessary to a just view and an economical anang
ment of the whole affair. If it is judged best that the transportation sJJGul
be by land, one of those officers will proceed along the route as iar <1
the Mississippi, in order ascertain the iacilit1es of transportation und t}J
means of subsistence, and to enable them to determine on the best cm
with respect to both.
" 12th. If it should be .concluded that the Indians had better be irnr~
ported by water, by the biily of New Orleans, then vessels or steam-toal
shopld be procured on the best terms, and; if convenient, by public pror
sals. If steam-boats can · ce got at New Orleans, so as to ascend tl
Arlmnsas, an arrangen~ ent had better re n:ade for the whole distance; tu
if not, the Indians had better be transported so far as to be put in charge 0
the removing officers west of. the Mississippi.
" 13th. General Thompson and Captaii1 Russell will report the number
of persons whom it will be necessary for them to employ, and in doing~
they will consult the most rigid economy.
"As soon as the plan projected by them is received here, the Depmiment
will act upon it, and communicate immcdiat~ instructions for their opel
tions."
'

EMIGRATION OF INDIANS,

Office Com' y Gen'l of Sub. July 28, 1834.
SIR: rrhe office .of Indian affairs will give you instructions to perform
the duties of Indian agent under the act of Congress of June 30, 18:J4.
These duties are to be executed in the absence of'GnlCral Wlley 'Thcmpwn
agent for the Seminoles. As you are about to repair to Florida ior the
purpose of entering on your duty of disbursing ngent, and pe:t;forming that
arising out of your selection by the Secretary of War, to transport tb@
annuity due the. Flori'da Indians, you will receive the instructions nbme
mentioned and continue to r~ct under them until relieved by Gn1eml
Thompson, who, His surposed, wiJl join you ere long with a view t0 cooperation with you under the "memorandum respecting the TEmovnl
Indinus in 1834."
Respectfnllyi &c.

J. H. HOOK, A.
Capt. J. B. F. RussELL,

Disbursing Agent Senzinoles,
Washington, D. C.

c.

G.

A~.
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FoRT KING, SEl\:HNOLE AGENCY,

October 1, 1834.
SrR: I have the honor to report my arrival at this plac~, and to inform
you that, as soon as the Indians can be co1lected together to receive their
annuity, I shall proceed, with all. diligence, to comply with instructions
fTom your 9ffice, in relation to the route of the Seminoles in their contemplated movement to the west of the Mississ1ppi. It is pretty weH understood hare, that the Indians have a strong dislike to a movement by water.
A report in relation to every point of your instructi<ms to General Thompson and myself, except the particular route, may be forwarded in a. fe\\r
days.
Respectfully, &c.
J . B. F. RUSSELL,
CajJt. U. S. Ar!lll!J.

Gen. G. Grns oN, Washington.

CAMP

KrNc:, October 26, 1834.

SrR: In obedience to instructions contained in memorandum respecting

the removal of Indians, dated War Department, 8th of July, 1834, werespectfully submit the following report :
1st. If the Indians are to be t ransported by land, thEy should be required
to assernhle at Camp King, Seminole Agency, Florida, on th e . l5th March 1
18~5; allow from that time to the 1st of April, to collect and organize them
into convenient detachments or parties, the arranging of teams for the
t~·ansportat.ion of baggage, and such other preliminary steps as may be
found necessary and proper, for so long a march.
Should transportation by land be preferred, we recommend that they
rnove from Camp King by Micanopa nnd Newmmsville, to Suwannee
Springs. From thence by the leading· ride hetween the waters of the Oakmnlgee and the heads of the ,Oaklockny rivers, alDng or near Barnards ol<i
trail, to or near Old Fort Mitchell on the Chatahoochie river) and thence by
the nsnal route heretofore pursued by ;he Creek Indians that have emigrated, to Memphis, on the Mississippi river.
- From some of these points, Indictns,' as w ell as teams, may be subsisted
by open purchase: such as at or in the neighborhood .o f Port IHitchell, and
various points of the densely -populated and cultivated parts of Alabama
through which the usnal route to ·Memphis lies. But between such points
provisions should be procured by contract. Through Florida subsistence
is scarce, and difficult to obtain. Corn will, it is believed, command ·two
dollars per b11shel. r;o fiotir can be had. T eams are scarce, and cannot
be had under five dollars per day, and found. But after passing throngh
the 'I'erritory, and the adj :tceut part of Georgia, the country becomes settled
and better cultivated, aff.Jrding a mnch better opportunity of obtaining ::mbsistcmce.
By reference to a map, you will readily perceive that the route by Micanopa and Newnansville, to the Suwannee Springs, which are situated not,
far south of the southwestern border of the Oakfonoko swamp, thence by
or 11ear Fort Mitchell or the Chatu.hoochie river to Memphis, approaches
very near a. direct line. '\Ve assn me that from Fort Mitchell it wilt be
proper to pursue the route by which the Creek Indians heretofore emi-
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grated. If we are right in this assumption, the trouble and expense which
would attend an exploration of the route from Fort Mitchell to Memphis, is
saved.
.
Shonld it :still be thought important to examine that part of the route, it
is believed that General Thompson will be able to discharge that dPty by
the middle of the ensuing February, as he expects to c~ose the business connected with 'the Seminole agency, in time to efiect that object.
The necessary number of wagons and teams to transport the Indians by
laud, cannot be procured at any one or two places. A pmt will have to be
obtained in Tennessee, Alabama, Georgin, and Florida. The teams com~
ing from ,-renne~see, and the upper parts of Alabama and Georgia, can be
employed in the transportation of subsistence stores "to the several depots
along the route, as they would have to be paid from the day they set out
for the. agency. It is supposed that four horse or mule teams and drivers 1
can be had in Tennessee, and the upper parts of Alabama and Georgia, at
three dollars ; and in the lower parts of Alabama and Georgia, at four
dollars, and found; in Florida, at five dollars, and found. Provisions will
bear about the same relative charge. Flour, corn, and pork, can be procured in Tennessee at two-thirds less than in Florida. It is thought advisable, therefore 1 that the teams and provisions be chiefly hired and purchased in Tennessee, the upper part of Alabama, or the up country of
Georgia. •
· Under this arrangement, it is supposed the Indians may have their rations issued to them as often as every three or four days, and wmetimes oftener. Fresh beet; which it is recommended, should be issued while on
the march, instead of salt meat, on the score of health and economy: may
be taken along in droves, and thus be conveniently at hand, :preventing all
contingencies on this head.
'rhe transportation of these Indians by water, we are decidedly of opinion,
should be preferred under ordinary circumstances. First, because it would
be less expen~ive, perhaps by one-half; secondly, it would be more expe·
ditious, as it is supposed the passage by water might be made, perhaps iu
three weeks, whereas the passage by land would consume as many months
at least ; and thirdly, because the Indians could be better managed and
prevented from straying, and it would greatly assist in getting off those, wh()
are by age, sickness, or infancy, incapable of moving themselves. The only
objections which we can conceive of, as existing against snch a mode, is
the risk of chole1·a, or some other malignant disease, which they would
perhaps be more liable to on shipboa:rd, than by land, and the difficulty of
transporting the poneys or ho:rses, belonging to the Indians. Yet by land:
they will not be free from sickness ; from great exposure, and from innumerable temptations that mny be expected to be placed in their way. To pre.
vent entirely all intercourse with rum dealers, cmmot be counted upon .
The Indian's horse, next his gun, and at last, the garment from off his
back, too strongly enslave him to the cupidity of many unprincipled t?ram
sellers. We wm1ld adrl, that to the many other difficulties of a land route,
we cannot but anticipate much trouble in our march through Florida.
During part of the winter and spring seasons, a large portion ofthe conntrv
becomes completely inundated on any route \ve could select within the
limits of Florida; and there are many swampy places, some of them extending over fifty miles, which may not always be passable. Add to this,
that all the rivers in the Tenitory; during long and heavy rains, overflow

[ Doc. Xo. 271. J

153

their bnnks and spread for miles over the country. It is believed that the
Government can make some disposition of the poneys in the nation, satis-·
factory to their owners, either' by taking them at a fair valuation and pay
for them in money, or other horses, at the option of the owners; when they
arriv~~ at their new home; or sending them on by a party of active young
warnors, under t11e conduct of some suitable white man.
We have s<:ud that the tl~anspbrtation of these Indians by water, should
be preferred, even under ordinary circumstances. vVe have, however, to
report, that from a strict observation, and the public declarations of the
most influential chiefs, while convened conformably to instructions, to norify them of the intention of the Government to provide for their removal
us speedily as is compatible with their health and other circumstances, we
are led most strongly to believe they will never consent, or can be made, to
move W'est, but through coercive means; under which circumstances, we
feel it our duty to recommend, most decidedly, that they be transported by
water .i and to that end, that they be required, by military force, to assemble
at 'rampa Bay, and thence be shipped for New Orleans.
There are supposed to be, from the most correc.t information that can he
procured, about five thousand souls in the nation. The Indians obstinately refbse to give an estimate of their numbers, their negroes, ans their
cattle,
In recommending the route by water, we advise that schooners and
brigs of two and three hundred tons, be chartP.red to take the Indians and
their negroes to New Orleans, (as it is well ascertained that .the steam-boats
on the Mississippi river are not so constructed as to navigate the open sea,
such as they would be exposed to from Tampa Bay to New Orleans,) and
from thence by steam-boats to Little Rock, Arkansas; and should the water
he sufficiently high, which fact may be always ascertained at that point,
then all the way to Fort Gibson, which would bring them to within a few
miles of their place of destination.
The contract for steam-boats had better be m~de contingently to LittJe
Rock, or Fort Gibson, as the special agent may decide. If only to the
iormer place, the party could be most conveniently placed in charge of the
ofllcers who superintend the emigration of Indians west of the Mississippi.
It is supposed, however, that at the season of the year specified for the
movement, the waters of the Arkansas, will be sufficiently high to admit
of the approach of steam-boats to Fort Gibson.
11 he vessels, large size sehoonen;; or ·brigs, can be more conveniently
nndeconomically chartered in New York, than any of the southern ports1
and provisions to last the party to New Orleans, can be advantageously
purchased and shipped at the same time.
w·e be~ leave to recommend, in the strongest terms, that a suitable person
he appointed to accompany the emigrating party as a physician.
By the land route, ~ve recommend as an efficient aid to the special agent
und disbursing agent, the follow~ng assistants :
One assistant to special agent
$4 00 per day.
One do
to disbursing agent .
•
4 00 " "
One conductor to each column of Indians~ from
500 to 1,000 each
4 00 "
One assistant conductor to each column. to act
also as assistant commisstuy.
,
4 00 " ,,
One physician
5 00 " "
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One interpreter
$2 50 per day.
·Abraham, and Cudjoe, and as many others, ns
there may be columns, as interpreters to
1 00 " (;
columns
1 50 ,, ·~
One drover to each cohi'm n

\VILEY THOMPSON.
J. B. F. RUSSELL,
Capt. U. S. Army.

SEMINOLE AGENCY,

1

October 28, 1834.

SIR : Permit me to recommend caruestly tbe appointment of N.Ir. D. Til.
Sheffield, late sub-agent, as assistant to the special agent, for the removal of
the Seminole Indians .
.Mr. Sheffield is a man of acknowledged inflexible integrity, of steady
habits, persevering and efficient. As sub-agent, he was faithful and prompt.
notwithstanding the pay which he received was too small to excite to vigilant action. I trust, therefore, that the honorab~c Secretary o"'f 'V ci.r will
confirm him as assistant agent.
Presuming that a principal and general interpreter will be necessnry in
the general operation in removing the Seminole Indians, I earnestly xecommend Mr. Stephen Richards. And it is the opinion of Captains Graham.
and Russell, that his services here, us interpreter, during the arrangements tu
.be made, preliminary to the removal of the l11dians, are very important, us
Cudjoe hrts but a very imperfect knowledge of the Euglish language, and thnt
Richards ought to be called to. this post immediately; with their opinion,
my own fully corresponds. The employment of Richards, however, ought
not to supersede Cudjoe, the preEent interpreter, for, having been iitithfi.1l,
should he now be dismissed, it might excite in hir.a revengeful feelings.
Should the Department think proper to engage the services of Richards, T
have no doubt that I can induce Cudjoe to be content with a smaller allowance than has been heretofore made to him.

'VILEY

THOJ\'lPSO~,

Agent F·'lorida Indians.
ELBERT HERRING,

Esq.

SEMINOLE AGENCY,

December 12, 1831.

SIR: Your letter of the 24th ultimo, reached me by last nighfs nw.1l, aecompanied by a speech, which I am instructed to deliver to the chiefsofthis
tribe. In this speech you intimate an intention ofremovjng these Indians i~1
divided portions, at different periop.s. I beg leave to submit to yQm, very
respectfully, some reasons why they should be removed all at once, and as
early as practicable.
There are many very likely slaves in this nation, to a considerable portion of which, there are conflicting claims held hy white persons. An Indian w0nan, named Nelly Factor, inherited from her father a considcruhlP
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numl)er, w!1ieh are claimed by John vVinstell, us agent for vVilliam Kc;tnard'
a Creek Indian, who was a nephew of Black Factor, the father of Nelly'
Hl1clcr the old Indian Jaw, which vreferred the issue of the sister of the deceased, ir1stead of his reputed children. Duriug the agency of Colonel Gad
Humphreys, the contest betT\veen Nelly Factor, nnd Willian Kanard, was
submitted ton council of this nation. The evidence, on which the decision
of the question of right was founded, was given by the chiefs Walker,
Pechassie, and Econchattemicco, living on the Appalachieola, and Chattahoochee rivers. 'I'hey state that they were present when Black Factor, on
his death bed, willed to his daughter Nelly all the negroes which he died
possessed of; as owner. ' On this evidence, the old Indian law was overruled by the council, which set the ·claim of Kanard aside, and thus confirmed the daim of Nelly. And, strange -to tell, the council decided, at the
~arne time, that pnrt of the negroes of which Black Factor died possessed,
was tbe property of one Ann Burgess, a mixed blood Indian woman. These
decisions, with the evidence I have recapitulated, are on record, certified by
Colonel (\..'lcl Humphreys, as agent.
There is no evidence on record, connected with the decision in favor of
.Ann Burgess, in support of that decision.
I have been informed that Colonel Humphreys was a daimant under Ann
Burgess, and that he transferred the claim to 1\'Ir. George Center. I have
l1een told that this claim was subsequently set aside by the Council; I presume on the ground, that the evidence which set aside Kanard':s claim, gave
the whole of the negroes, of which Black Factor· died possessed, to his
rlanghter. 'l'herc j~, I am informed, another claim to the whole of the negroes owned by Nelly, in the name of Floyd, founded on a bill of sale, alleged to have been mnde by Nelly. She says that Floyd imposed upon her
by presenting, for her signa,turc~ a bill of saJe for all of her negroes, instead
of a written authority to him to recover some for her. I have seen no per~on who pretends to say that Floyd paid her for the negroes ; on the contrary, the nuivcrsal impression is, as far as I can learn, that she was grossly
imposed upon. None of these claims. have been mentioned to rne, by 1he
persons interested, except by Kanard, through his agent, Mr. John vVinstell.
All the other parties interested reside, I believe, in Florida.
Colonel Hu mphteys was elected a member of the Legislative Council of
Florida, ami I am authorized by Onptnin Graham to say, that, with a view
to his election, he urged that the Territorial juriEdiction ought, by the Legislative Council, nt the next session, to be extended over the Indians. He
went to tbe north, resigned, and another is elected to fill his vacancy. It is
said that the claims alluded to, are held in reserve, to be urged according to
r1rcumstances, and that n combined· effort will be made, dnring this session
of the council, to extend the ju_risdiction of the rrerritory over these Indians,
even in defiance of Exec~1tive sanction ; in other words, by a vote of twothirds. \Vere this doue, there \vonld be a scramble in the Territorial courts,
by these adverse and conflicting claimants, for Nelly Factor's negroes, and
shr won1d probably lose them, as lndian laws and Indian evidence would
uot avail her, hut as opposed to an Indian claim.
How many more claims would be set up for Nelly's negroes, or the negroes of other Indians, under such circumstances, cannot be conjectured.
1 presume that the act of last session of Congress, discontinuing this agency,
after the thirty-first of the present month, was passed under the impression
that the removal of these Indians wouM be accomplished within the present
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yea·r ; as, by the treaty, the Indians are entitled to an agent while they re ·
main here. I therefore suppose that the commencement of the emigration
will terminate this agency. If, under such circumstances, a part of the
Indians remain, while others are removing: those that may be left will
probably fall a prey to the combination, which I ·verily believe exists,
the object of which, I have D@ doubt, is to keep the Indians here until~
by some fortuitous concurrence of circumstances, no matter what: the negroes now in their possession can be wrested from them. . I am therefore
decidedly of opinion, that the salvation of these peoRle depends upon a
removal of them all at once, and as early as practicable. In anticipation of the arrival of General Clinch at tltlis post, I withheld this
communication with a view to consult him on the subject; and I am
happy to use the authority which he gives m~; of saying that he fully
accords with me in this opinion. Having been long acquainted with
these Indians, the character of the population surrounding them, and the
localities of the country, so favorable to the corrupt -views and projects of
· the rapaciously avaricious, he not only considers it very important that the
Indians should be removed all at once, and as early as practicable, but to
protect them against the possible avarice and ambition of their more numerous brethern of the west, they ought to be located at their new home in a
separate body. Candor req mres me to say, that at least the protection
which would be afforded to these people by settlement in a separate body,
against the claim of the Creeks, for a large negro property now in this nation, is due to these people, until an adjustment of the contested claim can
be effected, and other personal rights and honorary distinctions secured to
them. I beg leave to refer you to my general report, now i11 the office of
Indian Affairs, addressed to Governor Duval, in January last, for my views
at leqgth upon this point.
'
Should an attempt be made by any of the conflicting claimants alluded
to, or by any other person, with or without the aid of an act of the Legislative Council, extending the jurisdiction of the Territory over these lndinns,
to wrest from Indian owners, negroes so claimed, either before or after the
Indians may commence their removal) by the interv;ention of the Territorial
authority, or the authority of any State through which they may pass: I
shall feel it my duty to resist and perforce, if need be, any and all such
attempts, which I am resolved to do, unless restrained by positive instrue,
tions from you. According to the intercourse laws, and the regulations of
the Department of War, predicated upon those laws, all claims against
these Indians should be submitted to the agent, and by him be reported to
you. The withholding the claims alluded to, justifies the suspicion that the
claimants design to evade the intmcourse laws, and the regulations of your
Department, by seizing upon some opportunity to avail themselves of Territorial or State jurisdiction, and thus accomplish the contemplated fraud, by
excluding Indian laws, and Indian evidence; and this view of the subject
affords an additional reason why the Indians should be removed by water,
as a removal by water would avoid the embarrassments which might result
from attempts to interpose Territorial or State authority, in favor of the
claimants, should the movement be made by land.
On the 2d inst. I enclosed to the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, the
copy of a letter addressed to me by Mr. Stephen Richards, advisin~ me of
the probability of being able to effect the removal of the bands of Indians
located on_the Appalachicola and Chattahoochee rivers, should I make them
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a visit iu a short time. With a view to accomplish a final settlement of
the business of the late superintendency of Iudmn Afiairs in Florida, I
have asked for funds to pay all balances due from the Government. An
effort to remove those Indians, as well as the duty of closing the unsettled
business of the superintendency, will bring me i}lto the neighborhood of the
Chattahoochee river, not very far below wher~ the wretch who swindled Blunt
and Davy, is now fattening on the spoils. '1.-,his man, Beattie, t@ effect his
object, did, I have very little doubt, commit forgery and perjury. He presented a petition in the name of Cochrane, and sup~orted it by his affidavit as Cochrane's agent. Cochrane died shortly after he signed the treaty
under which Blunt and Davy emigrated. Beattie could not therefore be
Cochrane's agent, nor could the petition which he swore to, have been
signed by Cochrane. If I am correct in this view of the subject, Beattie
may be convicted, first for swindling, secondly for forgery, and thirdly for
perjury, while at the same time an action at law for the recovery of the
money, and the negroes of which he swindled· those chiefs, may be sustained. If my official duties should carry me into that section of country,
may I, with your authority, institute the proceeding suggested above against
Beattie?
I have very little doubt, that the instructions of the several suggested prnsecntions would force him to a compromise that would reinstate Blunt and
Davy, should Beattie have in his possession or power, the requisite means.
The three several objects enumerated, if practicable, can be accomplished
during the same visit to· that section of the Territory, should it be thonght
expedient to furnish me with the reqnsite authority and funds.
Yonrs, &c.
.

'\VILEY THOMPSON ..
Hon. LEwis CAss.

S ·EMINOLE. AGENCY, Dec. 28: 1834.
Stu: On the receipt of your instructions, of the 28th ult. I imm'e diately
summoned a few of the chiefs adjacent to this place: J told them that I
had received a written speech, with instruction from you to deliver it to
the chiefs of this nation, and I directed them to consult among themselves,
fix upon the day of meeting, arid send rmmers with orders to the chiefs tet
assemble on the day to be appointed. They replied that a large majority
of the Indians were out on their annual hunting expeditions, and. widely
scattered, as they were and almost entirely dependent for support upon the
game which they can glean from the wild forests, (a precarious dependence,) they could not be assembled under two or three months, as many o{
them having roamed to a coHsiderable distance, would not consent to abandan the pursuit on which alone they can depend to save themselves and
families from starvation: I had been previously informed that many of
them were roaming that wild tract of country, on the Peninsula, called the
Everglades, perha.ps a distance of a hundred miles or more beyond the
Indian boundary. Satisfied that it would be impossible to collect them in
time to effect the contemplated object, I directed the chiefs present to assemble all that could be found, at the earliest day practicable. They appointed the 25th inst. for the meeting, oh~ the evening· of which day a few
of them arrived. On the ·3ucceeding day, chiefs, sub-chiefs, and common
ndians, to the number of perhaps one hundred and fifty, met me in coun-. ~
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cil, to whom I read your speech, explained it, and enforced it hy such considerations as occurred to m e, of whi (~:1 howev2r rny talk tcw m in conncil,
in October last may in substance be consid€red a transcript. I repeated
what I had told them before, that they would be compell.,cd by force to
1·emove, should they not do so \Villingly: aud I admonished them of t!Je
importance to themselves and people, of a faithful and honest relation by
them to the absentees nf \Vhat you said to them.
After the business was disposed of in form, Powell, a bold, manly and
determined young chief, who has perhaps been more virulently opposed to
._ removal than any other, made some remarks in the council, evidently
under excited feelings: I at once entered into a free and forcible conversa.
tion with him, in which I expressed my regret that a chief who had acted
so manly and correct in all other matters, should have got his own consent
to act so dishonorably, in reference to the treaty of Payne's Landing. He
replied, that he looked to the Camp JVIoultrie treaty as the one in force. ' I
asked him if he did not consider his people free to change one bargain by
making another; seeing th~ force of that, he said, that as I was bound to obey
the President, so he was to obey the chiefs over him. I replied that the
President backed by the Secretary of vVar, and the whole Congress, should
never compel me to act so dishonorably, as to violate the treaty with his
people ; that were it possible for thi~ be required . of me, I would spurn the
President's commission and retire to the b.os0m of lTIY family; and I told
him that he was acting dishonorably, and beneath the dignity of his character, by his obedience to his chiefs in opposition to a solemn treaty. I
told him that even with that great fai1lt hanging as .a clog on his character,
I still loved him, and I still cherished the hope that he would shortly see his
error, o_,ssume the man fully, then I could receive him as _a friend and
cherish him in my heart as a brother. I asked how such a man as he is
could get his consent to try to cheat the United States, out of the large sum
of money they had already paid, under the stipulations of the treaty. I
told him that it was grossly dishonorable. I then asked him if any act,
or· any word of mine: had· shown any unkindness, or want of friendship
towards him or his people? He, with emphasis, replied, "I know you are
....my friend and friend to my people." The others gave a like response to a
similar question. I then admonished Powell to treat me as a friend by
relying on my professions and counsel. During the conversation the other
Indians paid devoted, and I thought delighted attention. The result was
that we closed with the utmost good feeling, and I have never seen Powell
and the other chiefs so cheerful and in so fine a humor, at the close of a
discussion upon the subject of their removal.
I have the honor to be,
Very respectfully,
Your· obedient servant,
\VILEY THOMPSON.
Hon. LEwis CAss.

WAR DEPARTMENT,

January, I, 1835.
SIR: You are hereby appointed special agent to superintend the removal
of the Florida Indians, to the west of the Mississippi. Your duties will
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he c1mfiued_ to the e<tst t~i de of th ~ JHi~sissippi, should tl?e Indians go by
land. i nud If by water, to some pmnt ot ln.ndwg on that. nvcr, hereafter to
he designated. The nature of your duties will be found in the "regulalinus concerning the removal of thB Indians;'' and in a "memorandum''
in relation thereto, both of which will be furnished yon by the commissary
~eneral of ~ubsistence, who will also give you more specific instructions,
and to· whom you will report for duty.
It is understood, however, that in addition to the duties confided to you
as above mentioned, for which your compensation will be two thousand
dollars per annum, you will perform without additional compensation all
the ordinary functions of an Indian agent.
Respectfnlly, &c.

LE\VIS CASS.

I

Gen. \V IL EY r-ruoMPsoN,

Seminole Agency, Plorida.

\VASHINGTON,

January 6, 1835.

SrR: Should the office of disbursing agent, for the removal of Seminole

or Florida Indians, become vacated_, I desire that my application for said
appointment, dated in November or December, 1833, may be favorably
rememben~d.

I have the honor to be, &c.

JOSEPH W. HARRIS,
Lieuteuant Dis. Agent) (late of) Cherokees.
Rrig. Gen. GEo. Ginso:K,
' Commissary General, ~yoc.

Ei\1IGRATION OF INDIANS,

Ojjicc Cmn. Gen. Subsistenc~, January 7, 1835.
SJR: Enclosed you will find your appointment by the Secretary of War,
of special agent and superintendent of the removal of .the Florida Jndians,
with a copy of the ''regulations," &c. relating to the removal and subsist·
·
cnce of Indians.
As you are to perform the functions of Indian agent, in addition to those
of superintendent of Indian remQntl, you will of course have some correspondence relating exclusively to those functions, such will be addressed as
heretofore; but every thing having connection with the duties of your new
appointment will be addressed in accordance with the direction at page 1
of the "regulations."
Respectfully, &c.
GEORGE ~IBSON1 C. G. S.
Gen. WILEY THOMPsoN,
8u.p. Rem,. Flor·ida Indian_.~, Seminole hzdians .
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O.fjicc Cmn. Gen. of Sub. January 12, .1835.
StR: Your letter dated 28th October to the Gornmissioner of Indian Affairs, was referred to m~ some time since; nnd I have deferred replying
until some additional information should be received with respect to the
removal of the F1orida Indians.
The recommendation of Mr. D. M. Sheffield, late :sub-agent, as assistant
agent to special agent; and of 1\'Ir. Stephen Richards, as principal interpi'eter, will receive due consideration. The necessity of the immediate appointment of the latter is not so appaxent now as when you wrote. Should
you, however, find his presence absolutely indispensable before you can
get authority to appoint kim, you will temporarily engage him, giving me
notice of the sar,ne.
Respectfully, &c.
GEORGE GIBSON, C. G. S.
Gen. "\VILE y rrHOMPSON,
Sup. Rem. Florida Indians, Sem. Agency.

E.~· tract frorn

a letter of the Secretary of T-Var, dated, lVar Department,
February 18, 1835, to General liViley Thompson, Superintendent
Seminole .Removal, Seminole Agency, Florida.

:'You will receive from the subsistence office detailed instructions respecting your conduct and compensation. 1\Iy object in this communication is to convey to you the general views of the President in relation to
the course to be pursued towards those Indians. The letters heretofore
received from you, as well as a more recent communication from. General
Clinch, renders it doubtful whether the Seminole Indians intend to comply with the stipulations for their removal. General Clinch expreSSP,S himself decidedly that-they will not go unless a respectable force be employed,
and that it is very probable that such a force would have to be actually
used in effecting the object. , Independently of the disastrous consequences
that must ensue to themselves from their attempt at a permanent residence
where they now are, General Clinch anticipates ~hat such an attempt would
involve the neighboring region in war, as well with these Indians as with
the runaway negroes among them, and others who might join them.
Under these circumstances, the President has deemed it \indispensable that
they fiihould be required to remove. Orders have been given for four
more companies to join General Clinch, making the force under
that officer, ten companies. I indulge the confident expectation that
the appearance, and proper distribution of this force, together with
firmness and discreet conduct on the part of yourself and General
Clinch, will induce .these deluded people to comply with their own positive
stipulations. I enclose copies of the letter addressed to General Clinch,
·and of the message of the President to the Indians transmitted with it.
Although your own duties relate to the necessary intercourse with the Indians, to the business connected with their removal, and those of General
Clinch .to the command of the military force, and to its proper emp1oyment
for the protection of the country, and for carrying into effect the instructions given him, still the public interest requires that there should be a free
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and unreserved communication between yourself and that officer. You
will, therefore, disclose to him fully all your proceedings, and advise with
him as to the conduct to be pursued. 'The first object will be to convene
the Indians, and to read to them the message of the President. You will
then explain to them fully the stipulations they have entered into, and
what is expected from them ; and yon will announce to them the final determination of the President that they must remove. In addition to this,
you will use all your influence, as well in public councils as in private interviews, to induce them to comply with the treaties. It .is exceedingly
desirable that they should go yoluntarily. ,-rhe President is very reluctant
to employ any force in effecting this object, and it must be only done in the
last resort, and when all other 1neans fail. One-third of these Indians is
to be removed during the present season agreeably to the stipulations of
the treaty, and as that proportion first to go, is provided for in the treaty,
that part of them will be first removed."

SEl\IINOLE AGENCY, Jlznuary 27, 1835.
SIR: Your letter of advice, of the 7th instant, crccompanied by a letter
from the Secretary of War, appointing me special agent to superintend the
removal of the Florida Indians west of the 1\Essissippi, was reeDived by
this day's mail.
As Indian agent, I am under instructions from the Commissioner of Indians Affairs, to visit the bands of Indians on the Appalachjcoln. and Chattahoochie rivers, on business connected with Indian affairs, after disposing
of which, I shall avail myself of permission given, to absent _myself from
this agency three weeks, and on my return, which will be in five or six
weeks, shall be ready and happy to receive your instructions.
"\'Vith this report of myself to yon for duty, permit me to suggest that
the military force stationed in, and on the border of this nation, is not
large enough to effect the object for which it was intended. A large portion of these Indians are opposed to their intended removal ; a.nd I have no
don bt that interested designing persons tamper with them for the purpose
<)f inflaming that opposition 1 in the hope that their removal may be retarded until some projects of speculation, and some fraudulent claims for a considerable number of slaves now in the possession of these· Indians, can be
successfully prosecuted.
.
The command at Fort King and ~t 'rampa. Bay, is frittered down to a
mere handfull, by details of parties to patrol the country adjacent to the
Indian boundary, to drive the Indians and keep them within their limits,
and commands to guard suspected trading houses near the Indian hvrder.
'The chiefs most hostile to the intended .removal have, very recently, more
boldly than heretofore: denounced vengeance against any chief who shaH
consent to move. 'rhere are, as I am informed, many of the Seminole
Indians far beyond the Indian boundary, in that wild and :swampy region
of Florida, called the Everglades, some of whem have not been within
their boundary during several years past. The duty of guarding the lines;
scouring the adjacent country by detachments of troops to bring strolling
Indians within the boundary ; protecting the well disposed by prompt and
active interposi~ion if need be ; patrolling the neighborhood of the Everglades, for the purpose of bringing in the Indians who have wandered off
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to that desolate region, and at the same time displaying at the posts military
preparations, sufficiently imposing to overawe the refractory chiefs, requires
a stronger force.'
I have heretofore submitted for the consideration of the Secretary of
War, some reasons why these Indians should be removed all at the same
time by ~vater, and as early as practicable. Do me the favor to inform) at
Elberton, Georgia, what the decision of the Secretary of War is upon
·
tlrose points.
If admissible, you will oblige me by forwarding to this agency, blank
books and printed forms, suitable to the bu:;;iness which I have to do as
special agent.
Yours, &c.
WILEY THOMPSON.
General GEoRGE GIBSoN, C. G. 8.

1NAR DEPARTMENT, .
~February 16, 1835.
SIR: Yolu letter of the 22d ultimo to the Adjutc,m t General, has been
laid before me, and I have now to communicate-to you the views. of the
President on the questions connected with the Seminole Indians of Florida.
It is very clear1 as \Veil from your statement repecting the peculiar condition of ·the Seminole Indians, as from the several considerations applicable to their case, that they cannot re1nain in the country now occupied by
them. They have stipulated in the two treaties, ceding their possession in
Florida, that they will remove to the country assigned to the Creek Indians
west of the 1\iississippi. That this removal shall commence immediately
after the ratification of the treaties, and .that one-third of their people shall
remove during each of the three succeeding years. I very much regret
that bad counsels have operated to 'discourage their removal. But it is impossible to yield to any wishes they may express on the subject. I fully ap
preciate the consequences which you predict as likely to happen, fro~ a
forcible attempt on their part to remain. And the safety of that portion of
the Territoryimperatively requires that the treaty stipulations shall be carried
into effect. It is the ultimate decision, therefore,- of the President, that they
shall be removed. But it is very desirable that they should go peaceably
and voluntarily. The whole subject should, therefore, be fully explained
to them, and every proper inducement held out for their compliance with
the treaties. Let them be reasoned with, and, if possible~ convinced. Let
every measure, short of actual force, be first used. Let them be made fully
aware of the consequences. And then, if it be necessary, let actu&l force
be employed and their removal effected.
It will be perceived by the sixth article of the treaty of April 8, 1832, that
.the emigation was to commence in 1833. This was rendered impracticable
by the condition annexed to the treaty, that a delegation of their principal
chiefs should examine the country west of the Mississippi, and signify their
acceptance of it. This was not done in time to procure the ratification of the
treaty before the last session cf Congress adjourned. Since then, this Department has endeavored to make amicable arrangements with these Indians for their removal.
'I'he persons to be first removed will be those described in the 7th article
as occupying the Big swamp and other portions of the country mentioned.
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Four additional companies have been order to JOlll you, and this force
will be employed in the protection of the country, and in the removal of the
Indians. The superintendence of the business of removal will be committed to General Thompson, who will receive specific instructions for his confluct, and who will be required to communicate with you, and I have to request, that in all matters connected with this subject yon will give to General Thompson the benefit of your advice.
A copy of the instructions to him will be transmitted to you as soon as
they are prepared.
I enclose also a message from the PrE'sident of the United States to the
Indians. You will be pleased, in conjunction with General Thompson, to
summon the principal Indian chiefs together, and to communicate to them
this message ; and to enforce upon them, as far as you can, the necessity
of a compliance with it.
The necessary military orders for your government will be communicated throngh the proper department.
The whole mutter presents considerations of a very important character,
and the President relies not less upo11 the discretion, than upon the firmness
of General Thompson and yourself in its management.
Act with as much miluness and forbearance as may be compatible with
the main object.
Very repectfully, &c.
LE'\VIS CASS.
rro Brevet Brig. Gen. CLINCH,
United States Army, Port K:ing, F'lor-ida.

To the Chiefs and liVarriors of the Seminole Indians in Florida.

MY CHILDREN: I am sorry to have heard that you have been listening to
bad counsels. You know me, and you know that I would not deceive, nor
advise you to do any thing that was unjust or injurious. Open your ears
and attend to what I shall now say to you. They are the ~words of a friend,
and the words of truth.
The white people are settling around you. The game has disappeared
from your country. Your people are poor and hungry. All this you have perceived for sometime. And nearly three yEta.rs ago, you made an ao-reement
with your friend, Colunel Gadsden, acting on the part of the Unit~d States,
by which you agreed to cede your lands in Florida, and to remove and join
your brothers, the Creeks, in the country west of the Mississippi. You annexed a condition to this agreement, that certain chiefs, named therein, in
whom you placed confidence, should proceed to the western country, and
examine whether it was suitable to your wants and habits ; and whether
the Creeks residing there, were willing to permit you to unite with them
as one people ; and if the persons thus sent, were satisfied on these headst
then the ag-reement made with Colonel Gadsden was to be in full force.
In confo1·mi~y with these provisions the chiefs, named by you, proceeded
to that country, and having examined it, and having become satisfied respecting its character and the favorable disposition of the Creeks, they entered into an agreement with commissioners on the. part of the Unite<
States, by which they signified their satisfaction on these subjects, and finally
ratified the agreement made with Colonel Gadsden.
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I now learn that you refuse to carry into eftect the solemn promifes thus
made l1y you, and that you have stated to the officers of the United State~,
sent among you, that you will not remove to the western country.
My CHILDREN: I have never deceived, npr will I ever deceive, any of
the red people. 1 tell you that you must go, and that you will go. Eveu if
yon had a rjght to stay, how could you Jive where you no~v are'! You have
sold all your conn try. You have not a piece as large as a blanket to sit down
upon. What is to support yourselves, your \vomen and children 'J The tract
you have ceded will soon be surveyed and sold, and in:nnediately afterwards
will be occnpieq by a white population. Yon will soon be in a state of starvation. You will commit depredations upon the property of our citizens. You
will be resisted, punished, perhaps killed. Now, is it not better peaceably to
. remove to a fine fertile country occupied by your own kindred, and where
you can raise all the necessaries of Vfe, and ,where game is yet abundant?
'The annuities payable to ymr, and the other stipulations made in your favor,
wm make your situation comfortable, and will enable you to increase and
improve. It~ therefore, yon had a right to stay where you now are, still
every true friend would advise you to remove. But you have no right to
stay, and you must go. I am very desiroi.1s that you should go peaceably
and voluntarily. You shall be comfortably taken care of and kindly treated
on the road, and when you arrive in your new country, provisions will be
issued to you for a year; so that you can have ample time to prov~de for
your future support.
·
But lest some of your rash young men should forcibly oppose your arrangements for removal, l have ordered a large military force to be· sent
among yon. I have directed the commanding officer, and likewise the
a (Tent, your friend, General Thompson, that every reasonable indulgence be
h~ld out to you. But I hi.1ve also directed that one-third of your people as
provided for in the treaty be rentoved during the pre-sent season. If you
listen to tbe voice of fi'iendship and truth, yon will go quietly and voluntarily. But should you listen to the bad birds that are always flying about
yon, and refuse to remove, I have tb:en directed the commanding officer to
remove yon by force. This will be done. I pray the Great Spirit, therefore, to incline you to do what is right.
Your friend,
A.
WAsiiiNGTON,

JACKSON~

F't.:bruary 16, 18:35.
El\HGRAT ION OF INDIANS,

Office Com. Gen. Sub., February 28, 1835.
SIR : 'rhe Secretary of War has given you the general views of the President in relation to the course to be pursued towards the Seminole Indians,
in the effort about to be made to remove a portion of them to their country
west of the Mississippi. The following will contain the necessary instrnctions for the active operations of removal, in detail. ,
There are two routes, either of which may be taken; one by land, as indicated in the joint report of yourself and Captain Russell, dated 26~h October, 1834; the other by water, also lajd down in that report, except that
the steam-boats will go from New Orleans to Rock Row on "\Vhite river, in
stead of attempting to ascend the Arkansas.
· 1st. The land route. The wish . of the Secretary of )V ar is that, this
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route be not taken, unless the Indians go voluntarily, n.nd the route be at
this season deemed practicable. Should this be the case, you will require
from the disbursing agent, Lieut. J. vV. Harris, the transportation and subsistence in accordance, with the, regulations. As the extent of the means of
transportation and subsistence, must be dependent upon the number of the
emigrants,_great care will be taken to ascertain their probable number. It
is believed that there will not be time to enter into contracts for provisions
before starting. The disbursing agent will be specially instructed on this
subject.
The Indians will assemble at Fort King at a prescribed time, say two
weeks from the date of meeting them in council. They will be fed during
the ti1i1e ot assemblage. The day before starting they will be enrolled by
heads of families, and divided into three parties of about five hundred each.
The parties will start on the same day, but keep an hour's march apart.
Lient. Harris will take charge of the first party, with tho care, in his branch
of the duty, of the whole; and etich of the other parties will be condncted
by an officer. of the army, whq will be guided in the performance of his
duties by the instructions given to the disbursiug agent.
To each party there will be an assistant conductor, to act also as an issuiug agent, whose dnty it w.ill be to attend·to the witnessing of' the issncs of
the provisions, when they are received under contract, und to make the
issues himself when they are procured by purcb;tse. '"f'herc will also be
an jnterpreter to each party, and, \Vhcn necessary, a drover or laborer. The
whole to be superintended by you.
.
2rl. 'rhc water route. Shm:0d it be determined to move tbo Indians by
v.rater, the number will be ascertained as nearly as possible; and you will
require from the disbursing agent as many tons of shipping us may be
deemed requisite to transport then1 in comfort and safety to New Orleans.
'rhe instructions ot the disbursing agent \vill point out what steps he is to
take, in regard to the procurement of vessels anJ steam-boats, and the fitting
tbem for transports. You will see that they are calculated to answer the
purposes for which they are intended, and that the emigrants are not
crowded.
As soon as the emigrants are on board their respective vessels; they will
be enrolled. You will take charge of 01 te of the vessels, the disbursing
;t7ent of another, and. an officer, to be detailed as before mentioned, of each
vf the others.
I am impressed with the belief that it will be conducive to the health of
rhe Indians, to stop- a few days near New Orleans, before embarking- on the
Mississippi. This will be done, provided circumstances favor it, for unacf'Ustomed as the Indians are .to the restraint and confinement incident to
shipboard, it is feared that disngr·eeable consequences may flow from a con'tinuous travel in that way, from the first place of embarkatioq to the stop-·
ping place on White river, a distance that, under the most favorable circumstances, must take nearly two weeks to accomplish.
A muster will take place when the emigrants go on board the steam-boats,
and all changes will be noted in the margin of the new rolls.
'
The demurrage of moth sea vessels and steam-boats, will, of course, be
very heavy : it is therefore desirable, that as little time be lost as possiL·le,
after the transports are under pay ; still it may be proper to stop once or
twice on the Mississippi, and suffer the Indians to recruit themselves for a
tew hours on shore. This is entirely dis-cretionary with you, and will depend upon circumstances of which you will be able to judge.
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At Rock Row it may be advisable to delay a day to refresh the emigrants
and to prepare for their land travel. Here, prior to starting: the rolls will
be corrected, and the land will cooform to the steam-boat parties.
At this point yon will leave the Indians, and return to Florida, having
had such an unde-rstanding with the disbursing agent as will enaLle you
mutually to comprehend the course to be pun~ued, touching the various matters in whicb concurrent action is requisite.
From Rock Row to their new country, Captain Brown will have made
ample preparations for their transportation and subsistence. And to this'
point it is contemplated to order 'iVilliam Armstrong, E~q. superintendent
of Indian removal west of the Mississippi river, wtw will accompany the
Seminoles to their new country.
.
'
From New ( )rleans, each steam-boat will have a conductor, an ~ssistant
conductor to act as issuing agent, &c. and an interpreter. If officers of the
army accompany the expedition, one will take charge of each boat as
conductor. All other agents or laborers will be discharged at New Or·
leans, at which place their pay will cease.
A physician of skill and character may be employed to accompany the
emigrants all the way, to whom will be paid going, not more than five dol lars per day, the snm mentioned in your report, with his actual r-xpenses
whilst travelling with the Indians, and ten cents a mile with a day's pay
for every thirty miles, returning; and no other allowanee. Officers of tlw
army, acting as conductors, will get their actual expenses, going and return ~
ing. Should a conductor be employed, there being no officer, he will be
allowed four dollars per day. Assistant conductors three dollars, interpreters at the wages named in your report, to wit: a dollar a day, if they cau
be obtained for that, if not, you can give any compensation within the
limit of the regulations. The conductor, assistant and interpreter, nre entitled to their actual expenses going, and if they return, to ten cents per
mile. Their pay will cease immediately on the termination of their active
duties. You will be allowed your actual travelling expenses whilst going
with the Indians, and ten cents per mile returning Whatever appoint~
ments may be made, will be immediately notified to me, with the date ot
commencing duty, &c.
.
The actual expenses of agents will be ascertained 'by each keeping n
memorandum book, which the disbursing agents will furnish, in which
will be entered 7 daily, the expenses incident to the travel. So much of this
route being by water, it is believed that such expenditures will be trifling.
But the utmost particularity will be observed, for where there is much
'looseness in the mode of keeping the account, the disbursing agent will not
pay.
All payments for transportation and for compensation of agents will be
rnade upon your sanction expressed in writing on the bill, or upon a written
requisition.
Yon will keep a journal of occurrences, commencing with the Oil-J of
beginning to assemble the Indians. In it you will briefly express every
incident of any ld.nd of importance. Experience shows a well kept journal to be of great assistance in the elucidation of the tmnsactions of Indian
emigration. It is also calculated to facilitate the settlement of accounts.
I( the emigration is by water, the Indian horses may be driven rollnd
by land, under the care of a trust~worthy ngent, who will be pa·d $2 50
a day. He will take with him .as small a number of India_ns as may be-
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needed to assisist him ; to one or two of them a small sum, say $20, may
be given, by way of inducement to exertion and activity. A sufficient
amount of money to meet the wants of the party will be confided to the
agent, who will be required to ~xhibit bills for every considerable purchase,
with a regular memonmdum of his daily expenditures, exhibiting clearly
every date, place, and transaction. This book may also be his journal. The
disbursing agent will instruct him more particularly. He will be entitled
to no return pay, but ten cents a mile travelling expenses to the place of
starting.
The ~~cretary prefers, iiLS you do, the water route decidedly. It is indeed,
extremefy doubtful whether the Indians can be got through by land. But
of this you must be the judge. As soon as possible, after your decision is
made, you will write to Captain Jacob Brown, principal disbursing agent,
removal of Indians, Little Rock, and inform him of the number of emigrants, and the probable time of reaching Memphis by land; or Rock Row
by the water route. It is extremely important that he should receive
early and accurate information. In stating the number of Indians, err on
the safe side ; say rather . under, than over, what you have every reason
to believe will be the number. It the day of your starting or embarlm~
tion, and the probable time of arrival and delay at New Orleans, could be
given, the time of arrival at Rock Row might readily be calculated, by
estimating the usual iime of a passage up the Mississippi to the poiut of debarkation. If you deem it necessary, you can despatch letters to be placed
in the New Orleans post office, by a special messenger.
The general instructions of the ~eci·etary of War, with the foregoing
detail, and a copy of Lieutenant Harris's instructions, will, with the regulations, furnish you with an ample fund of inform-::~.tion, as regards the
nature of your duties and the mode of their performance. There G. ·e,
however, many things which must be left to your discretion. It is not
possible to foresee the contingencies that may ari3e, and it would be useless
to attempt to anticipate them. 'rhe utmost c9nfidence is placed in your
exercising- a wise forecast in providing for the difficulties that beset the enterprise, and in using the powers confided to yot~ in the most energetic, and
.at the same time, the most benevolent manner. It is all important too, that
economy should be observed in every thing connected ' with the removal.
rrhere are so many sources of expenditure, that they must all be guarded
with great and unrelaxing vigilance. Let nothing that takes the money oJ
the public needlessly, exist a moment. A most fruitful source of expenditure will be found in the ag-ents. Of these, employ the smallest number
that may be consistent with efficiency.
Yon will find herewith a copy of ·Lieutenant Harris's instructions, and
of a circuhr respecting the mode in which he is to keep his accounts ;_
together with a copy of the printed regulations. Blank muster rolls will
also be sent to you, and forms of reqnisition for compensation of persons
employed. lt may be well here to remark, that in cases of disallowance ot
Lieutenant Harris's payments, made on your requisitions, yon become
-chargeable with the amounts thus disallowed.
Lieutenant Harris will receive an ample supply of funds. Should more
he needed, estimates will be made by him on data, to be furnished by you.
He will be furnished with money tD pay for the Seminole cattle, about
which special instructions will be sent you in a few days. The articles
stipulated to be furnished under the treaty, will be procured under con-
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tract ; the blankets at the north ; the frocks by you ; as to which you will
also receive instructions herenJter.
You will please to correspond very freely with this office, touching all
matters of interest in the removal. The regulations require weekly reports"
Respectfully, &c.
GEO. GIBSON, C. G. S.
· General "\VILEY THOMPSON,
Sup. Benz. Florida 111-dians, Senll. Agency, Florida.

E.l\UGRATION OF lNDIANS,

Q!Jice Com. Gen. Sub. JYlarch 17, 1835.
SIR : Enclosed are yotu jnstructions for the disbursing of moneys in
the removal of the Seminoles. Yo·u will proceed to act under them with ·
out delay.
·
Respectfully, &c ..
GEO . . GIBSON, C. G. S.
Lieu1enn.nt J.
HARRis,
D'isbursing Agent, Seminoles, JrVashington, D . C,

,¥.

EMIGRATION OF INDIANS,

Office Com. Gen. Sub. February 28, 1835.
SIR: You are hereby appointed disbursing agent to the Seminole removal 1
and you will, without delay, proceed hence to the Seminole Agency, Florida.
'The Secretary· of War's general instructions to General Thompson', the
superintendent of the removal, with the instructions in detail of this office 7
are enclosed; together with other papers calculated to point out to you the
situation of affairs among the Seminoles, and to make your duty as disbursing agent plain. ·
Immediately upon your arrival nt the agency, ym.I will confer with Gen .
'rhompson, who will give you all the information he possesses in relation
to your duties.
You will meet his requisitions for subsistence, transportation, and contingencies, and make such preparations for either land or water transportation as he may believe expedient.
In case the emigrants go by land, you will procure the means of transportation to go no farther than some point .. in Georgia, ·where other teams
and wagons can be procured, which, if not at lower rates, will most probably have the advantage of being of better quality. The transportation
thus procured, should by n~ means go farther than the Mississippi, at Memphis, at which point fresh teams and wagons will be ready under direction
of Captain Brown.
'Subsistence may at first be purchased from day to dny. Afterwards it
may be procured on contract, to be delivered at various points. The slowness with which the emigrants will proceed, will give you time to make
your arrangements. On your arrival at Memphis, the contracts for sub. sistence, to be made by Captain Brown, will commence.
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'rhe agents to he employed, arc mentioned in the instrnctions to General
Thompson.
·
.
If the water route is determined on, the superintendent will require you
to procnre ·vessels 'to cross the Gulf of Mexico to New Orleans: and steamboats to go from that place to Rock Row, on vVhite river. Care will be
taken to get no vessels that may not be of sufficiently small draught of water,
to approach to within u proper distance of the point of embarkation, and
to go through Lake Pontchnrtrain, whilst, at the same time, they should be
safe and commodiotlS as sea vessels.
I will not it1dicate the point at which you will get the vessels. It is
probable that you will have to seek them in more than one place. The
:-:.team.boats will be procured at New Orleans, and there may probably be
chartered the greater part of the vessels.
It mzty be doubted whether it will be advisable to engage the steam-boats.
in advance; the loss in demurrage by the sea vessels, will be sufficiently
great, and it is believed, that such is the uncertainty of the time of reach··
ing New Orleans, the ,e xpenses of the transportation \vonld be immensely
enhanced by pre-engaging steam.boats. And considering that i.t is desirable
the Indian~ should rest a few days in the neighborhood of New Orleans, it
can scarcely be doubted that stean1-hoats
be procured within the time
allotted to the delay at that place. Both the steam-boats and other vessels
1.vill be properly fitted for the comfortable accommodation of the emigrants.
Y oar experience in the water transportation of troops and Indians, will
readily suggest to you what should be done.
vVhether a part or all of the vessels are pTocured at New Orleans, you
will purchase there a sufficient quantity of provisions to subsist the emigrants in their passage ; and shduld any be left, it can be transfarred to the
~team-boats, or sold. Great care should be taken to have a good supply of
water casks, and sniiiciently extensive accommodations for cooking on
hoard of all the transports. There are other equally important matters,
calculated to promote comfort, cleanliness, and heal.th, which must be
attended to, and 'ivithont which, such is the character· of the Indian, the
most serious consequences may follo·w.
In relation to the mode of accountability for the public moneys to be
f'onfided to you, I will refer you to the circular herewith, to many of the
details of which you will call the attention of the superi11tendent. I will
not enter more minutely into the other matters touching your duties, than
1 have alreapy done in the foregoing. 1 confide in tbe experience you have
alread;r acquired, and tlH~ cnorgy you have heretofore displayed, for the
proper performance of the business assigned to you. I will remark, howmrer, that I look for the happiest results to an unrestrained co-operation and
consultation with the superintendent.
Your reports to this office will be as frequent as the nature of the service
may permit or require. Yon will keep a brief journal of occurrences, and
also an nccurate account of all your personal expenditures. This latter
becomes the more necessary, because of the proviso to a law passed on the
:1d of lVInrch, instant, which now predndes you from receiving the emolu~
ments heretofore attnched to the service in which you are no\v engaged.
An account in the aggregate of these expenses, with a certificate ' on honor
of its correctness. will answer.
Complete sets
blank forms arc furnished to you, 'and blank muster
roil5 and forms of requisition for pay, are with them, for the superintendent.

may
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Funds will be provided for you as follows :
-

At New York, on which place you may draw
New Orleans
';
"
Tallahassee
t•
''

$15j000 00

10.000 00

5;ooo oo

Respectfully, &c.
.
GEO. GIBSON, C. G. 8.
Lieutenant J. W.

HARRIS,

Disbursing Agent, SeJn,inoles,

vVashi1~gton,

D. C.

)VAR DEPARTMENT, JVJarch 2, 1835.
SIR: You are hereby appointed an assistant agent in the remo:val of the
Seminole Indians. If you accept this appointment you will repair imme·
diately to the Seminole agency, Florida, and report for duty to General
Wiley Thompson, superintendent, and by letter to the Commissary General of Subsistence. Your pay will be four dollars a day, to commence
on the day of your arrival at your point of destination, aqd you will re·.
ceive no other allo\vance, unless travelling west with the Indians, or returning from that duty; in either case the allowance is expressed by the regulations, of which I send you a copy.
Respectfully, &c.
LE'tVIS CASS,
Secretary of n·ar.
JoEL YANCY, Esq. Glasgow, Kentucky.
t

I

·El\IIGRATION

OF

lNr>IANS,

Office Com. Gen. of Sub., 111arch 7, 1835.
SIR: l have received your letter of the 27th January. You will be in··
formed of the views of the President and Secretary of War with regard to
the Seminolesi before this arrives ; and you would at the same time receive the instructions in detail of this office, but for nnavmdable delay.
They are completed and will be ti"ansnlitted to you in a few days.
Respectfully, &c.
GEORGE GIBSON, C. G. S.
Gen. W IL£Y TnoMPsoN,
~...'i/up. Rem.. Sem. Indians, Seminole Ag·ency, Florida. ·

GLASGow, March 16, 1835.
On the 14th instant I had the honor to receive from the honorable
Lewis Cass, Secretary of War, the appointment of assistant agent for the
removal of the Seminole Indians, 'with orders to report myself to General
Wiley rr}'wmpson, at the Seminole agency, and repair thither immediately;
SIR~
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aml in case of my accepting the appointment to noti0' you, \Vhich I accord ingly de, and shall repair to said agency with all ·possible despatch, and start
in a fc\v days.
I have the honor to be,
Most respectfully,
Your most obedient servant,
JOEL YANCY.
Gen. GEo. GmsoN, Cem. Gen. Sub.
B"\.LTIMORE, Jl1arch 19, 1835.
Sm.: 1 have the honor to advise you that I have this day drawn upon
l\Ianha.ttan Bank, New York, for $641 84, payable at one day's sight; this
on acconnt of snbsistence of Indians; presuming that by the time the bill
can be presented for payment funds will be in deposite there to my credit.
The subsistence purchased will be shipped this evening, and wind and
weather permitting, I shall sail in the morning for Savannah.
I have the honor to be, &c,
JOSEPH W. HARRIS,

Lt. Dis. Agt. Seminole Indians.
Brig. Gen. GEo.

GIBSON,
C(J~nl;tnissary

General, 9'·c.
EMIGRATION OF INDIANS,

Office Cmn. Gen. of Sub., March 20, 1835.
Sm: Your account ior services, &c. as disbursiNg agent to the Seminoles
has been examined, and found correct. 1.-,he Treasury will advance on
this account five hundred and three dollars and seventy-three cents.
Respectfully,
Your obedient servant,
GEO. GIBSON, C. G. 8.
Capt. J. B. F. BussELL,
])is. Agent Seminoles, f!Vas!tington, D. C.
El\-HGRATION OP INDIANS.

Office Corn. Gen. of Sub. JYlarch 21, 1835.
Sm: You will receive instructions from Commissioner of Indian Affairs,
to ''pay annuities and make the other disbursements for the Indians jr{
Florida.'' Should this duty not interfere with your duties as disbursing
agent, yon will perform it; but if it does: yon will request General Clinch
w appoint some other officer to relieve you from it, which I have the
anthorit~r of the Secretary of 1N ar for sayjng \vill be done.
\¥hntever of correspondence or acconnts may be necessary under the
instructions alluded toJ \Vill be kept separate from those of the removal and
subsistence.
Respectfully, &c.
GEORGE GIBSON, C. G. S.
Lieut. JosEPH vV. HARRIS,
Disbursing Agent, Seminoles,
Setninole Agency, Florida.
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EMIGRATION OF

Q[lic~

Ir-a1L'>Ns,

Com. Gen. of Sub. 1Harch 26, 1835.

SIR: I am directed by the Secretary of War to say, that in conscquencl'
of the representations received at the \Var Depo.rtment, from Governor
Eaton, the Seminole Indians will be removed by water. 'rhis instruction
is deemed necessary because your general instructions provide for removnl
by water only in a certain contingency.
Respectfully, &c.

GEORGE GIBSO:N; C. G. 8.
Gen.

WILEY

THOl\1Pso:K,

Sup. Sem. Removal,
Seminole Agency, Florida.

DEPARTMENT OF

\iV AR, ]V}arch, 2'7, 1835.

SIR: I have hnd the honor to . receive your letter of the 8th instant, aJHI
have laid it before the President.
·
The question presented in it respecting the validity of the obligation of
the Seminole Indians to remove from F'lorida, has been submitted to the
Attorney General, and that officer has decided that the obligation of t!w
treaty is not affected by the delay which has taken place in its ratification.
but that the Indians may be required to remove in the years 1835, 163fi.
and 1837. Instructions therefore have been given to General Clinch to proceed to the· execution of the measures directed, should he have delayed
doing so in consequence of your letter. A copy of the communication to
him is herewith enclosed.
The President is fully aware of the difficulties involved in thi~ subject.
But from the reports heretofore received from General Clinch, and General
Thom-pson, it is evident that nothing short of the display of a respectable
force will induce those deluded Indi~ms to comply wit!1 their cpgag-emeub.
There are ten companies placed under the orders of General Clinch for
the e.xecntion of this duty. and that numher is believed to be sufficient tn
prevent the Seminoles fro~1 the commission of any hostile nets. Tho:::t
officers have been directed to use every means in their power by persuasion and remonstrance to induce the Indians to go. It is with extrcm·
reluctmice that the President would assent to the·-employment of iorcc.
But what is to be done? It is manifest that this tribe cannot live when'
they now are. Every year they are reduced to extreme distress, and tin"c
aft!?,r time applicntions have been made to the Government to provide th"
means of saving them from starvation.
An ample country has heen
assigned to them west of the 1\tljssissippi, where many of their brmhrcll
have already gone, and where, with very little exertion and industry, they
can improve and flourish. Advantageous stipulations have been made f;Jr
them, to secure their comfortable transportation, their subs~stence for a year.
and snch other benefits including annuities, &c. as have been offered t·1
other Indians. Must we then yield to a false humanity, or to the ef~orts o ·
interested individuals desirous for their own purposes to retain . these
Ind inns, and thus suffer them even tua}ly to perish? and this too after having
involved the white settlements around them in ruins, which we have re<tson to fear from the representations that have been made? Or is it not bcter, by firmness and decision, at once.. to satisfy them that they must go, aud

[ Doc. No. 271. ]

173

ei~mply witl;. their own engagement~, and s:we them from the destrucr.hat othor'i.visc a waits them '!
.
Your suggestions concerning the p1:opriety of removing them by water,
re certainly correct, and the removing agent has been directed to adopt
that course if it be practicable.
·
The state1~1ent which you understand them to make respecting the occupation of a separate district in the Creek country west, I consider of no sort
of consequence. They are essentially one people with the Creeks, and
there is land enough, and more than enough, for them and their posterity
to the thousandth generation. The whole matter connected with their
residence west was satisfactorily arranged by the commissioners in that
conntry.
lcannot, myselt~ conceive that the prohibition to raise corn, if it could
be legally given, a.n d carried into effect, would be either a proper or a humane remedy in this case. lt is certainly better to remove them, as they
mnst be removed eventually, than to let them remain and starve by onr
act.
Respectfully, &c.
LEWIS CASS,
Secretary of l-Var.
His Ex. JonN H. BATON,
Tallahassee, PloTida.

ns
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ATTORNEY GENERAL's OFFICE.

March 26, 1835.
Sm: ln your letter of tho 21st instant, after enclosing to me a communi. of Governor Eaton, in which he suggests doubts cor!cerning the valitile treaty with the Seminole Indians, concluded on the 9th of May,
and ratified on the 9th of April, 1834, in consequencl3 of the delav
took place in the ratification 1 yon requested my opinion upon tlie
of the treaty, and upon the right of the United States to remove
odians in the years 1835, 1836, and 1837.
There is certainly great force in the suggestions made by Governor Eaton; and as the Government, in its relations and intercourse with the Indian~, is necessarily obliged to become, for all practical purposes, its own
interpreter and judge, it is under the highest obligation to make no claim
under the treaty, and to set up no construction of its terms, which are not
fairly authorized by its sense and spirit. And if it can be shown that ~
material change of circumstances, connected with the question of removal,
had actually occurred during the period which elapsed between the signin(J'
and ratifiation of the treaty, then it is plain that the Indians can no longe~
be held to it, unless, by some act since its ratification, they have recognised
and affirmed its validity. In the present case, as no time w:as limited for
the ratification of the treaty, as the supplemental articles of the 28th of
March, 1833, treated it as yet in existence, although not then ratified by the
:President and Senate, and as no material change of circumstances is sug·
:gested, I think it must be deemed a valid and subsisting treaty.
If the treaty be valid, the particular intent to remove in 1833, 1834, and
1835, must yield to the general engagement to remove in three years from
lt/ie ratification, and the same provision must be made for the unforeseen
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case which has now arisen, wP-ich was expressly made for the case actuall
anticipated. It was evidently th f' nnderstanding nnd the design of th
parties that the removal should conmwuce with the year following the ratification, and the tribe should be removed in about equal proportions, during
that and the two follow itJg years. Con''cqm.ntly they are no \v to he re
moved in the years 1835, 1D36, and 1837.
The papers are herewith returned.
I have the honor to be,
Very respectfully,
Your obedient servant,
B. F. BUTLER.
'I'o the Hon. LEwis CAss, 8 ecretary of TVar.

vVAR DEPARTMENT, JJ!larclz 27, 1835.
SIR: Governor Eaton has transmitted to the Department the copy of a
letter, which he has written to you, on the subject of the removal of theSeminole Indians from Florida.
The doubts suggested by Governor Eaton in that letter, and in one addressed by him to this Department, concerning- the validity of the treaty
ratified with the Seminoles, iu April, 1834, in consequence of two of the
years during which they were to remove: having expired, have been con.
sidered by the President. On a full examination, however, of the subject,
the obligation of the treaty does not seem to be affected by this circumstance, as the postponement of the ratification was occasioned by a stipula6on in the treaty, requiring an examination of the western country, and the
subsequent assent of the Seminoles, before the treaty could take effect. The
ratification was given as soon after it was effected as practicable.
You will therefore proceed under your original instructions. If any de.
lay, however, has occurred, in consequence of this interposition of Governor Eaton, your conduct in postponing the subject will be entirely appoved.
Let me, however, add, that in the execution of the task committed to you,
I am very desirous that no harsh measures should be used which can possi.
bly be avoided. It is only in the last resort, and under the ·conviction that
the peace of that part of the country requires the immediate removal of these
Indians, that-the measures directed should be resorted to.
Respectfully,
LEWIS CASS,
Secretary of War.
Brevet Brig. Gen. D. L. CLINCH,
Fort King, Plorida.

EMIGRATION OF INDIANS,
Office Com. Gen. Sub. April!, 1835.
SrR: By the 3d article of the Seminole treaty of 9th May, 1832, it is
agreed to distribute among the Seminoles as they arrive west of the Mississippi, a blanket and home-spun frock to each individual of the tribe. I
have issued proposals for blankets, but as it will be proper to furnish them
with such frocks as they are accustomed to wear, it is preferred that you
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should procure them. You wilt for this pt1rpose procure to be made of
suitable material~, three or tour frot:ks, each of a different size. 'These
will. be exhibited as specimens at New Orleans, in the papers of which
place, you ·.vill ndvertise for proposals f:Jr delivering 1,500 of them there,
on the lst of October next. . 'l'he specimen frocks should be mnde out of
good homespun; and in workm~nlike manner. 'They will be put in the
office of the Assistant Quartermaster, who will exhibit them to persons
disposed to bid.
.
'rhe bids will be received till the 1st of June, or about the time of your
returning from Rock Row; and the contracts given to the lowest responsible bidder. The Assistant Quartermaster may have them inspected, if
you cannot be present, and will ship them to Fort Gibson. As soon as
evidence of delivery and in~pection is received at this office, the money
will be paid. The original bids, and all other papers connected with the
transaction, will also be forwarded.
I enclose forms of advertisement, abstracts of bids and contract, with
contracts and bonds. When the contract is made, yon will please to
an original, reserving another for yourself.
·
Respectfully, &c.
GEO. GIBSON, C. G. S.
General \V ILEY THOMPSON,
Superintendent Seminole Removal,
Seminole Agency, l~Yorida.

EMIGRATION OF INDIANS,

Qffice Com. Gen. Sub. April 3, 1835.
~m: I have to-day given General Thompson special instructions on
the subject of the cattle to be taken from the Seminoles, and appraised
under the 5th article of the treaty. I refer you to the copy enclosed, for
particulars. You will see that you are to take with yon, west of the Mississippi, the "statement" of the cattle received. This you will give to
Captain Bunn, who will be directed by me to advertise for the delivery, in
the new country, of as many head as may be required. In the meantime,
the statement forwarded to this office from Florida, will enable me to
transmit the funds as well to pay those Indians who are to receive cash, as
to furnish cattle to those who prefer them.
Respectfully, &c.
GEO. GIBSON, C. G. S.
Lieut. JosEPH ·vv. HARRrs,
Disbursing Agent, Sem-inoles,
8eminole Agency, Flor-ida..
EMIGRATION OF INDIANS,

Office Corn. Gen. Sub. April 3, 1835.
Sru: The 5th article of the Seminole treaty stipulates, that the United
States \vill take the cattle belonging to the Seminole Indians, at the valuation of some discreet person to be appointed by the Pr~sident, and that the
owners shall be paid in money or cattle after their arrival west. Yon will,
therefore, proceed to fulfil this stipulation in the following manner:
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'The cattle of those \vho emigrate \vill be taken rmd valued at \vlHn may
be considered the Ji.tir value in tiJe part of the country \vhere they are taken.
They will be distinguished necording to the statement enclosed, as cows,
cows and calv-es, bulls, steer;;:, hej1crsi &c. the num!Jer and price of each
placed in the appropriate column. The choice of money or other tattle
will also be indicated in like n.mnner, as to which, let it be understood, there
can be no change.
'l'his duty should be done with great Cftre, and the agent to wh0m it is
confided will be enjoined to use every means of arriving at a proper decision in each case, and of eonvincing those concerned~ that he is rigbt; he
will also assure them that they shall receive cattle in every respect as
good as those taken, and very shortly after they arrive in their new country.
'The cattle will all be br:mdcd U. S. and sold at public sale, notice having first been given as extensive! y as possible. The proceeds will be paid
immediately to the disbursing a.e;erit, or to a person duly authorized by him
to receive them.
·
As soon as the business is closed, the statement will be forwnrded to this
office, and a copy kept by you. No certifieates will be ..given to the Indians,
but great accuracy will be required in the entry of the names of the owners.
A copy of the statement will be takeu west by Lieut. Harris, who will
leave it with Captain Bunn. 'rhat officer will be instructed to advertise for
proposals for furnishing the cattle required, to be delivered after he ret:eives
the approval of the statement from me. Lieut. Harris will be im;tructed to
turn over to the agent west, a sufficient amount of funds to pay those pre-·
±erring money, who will receive the appraisement price.
Assistant agent, Joel Yancy, is designated to carry into effect the foregoing instructions, to which you will add such as you may think proper
ior his Government, and not inconsistent with these. He will be considered,
whilst in the actual prosecution of this duty, as performing service equivalent to travelling west with Indians, and will receive his necessary tr\lvellmg expenses.
Respectfully, &c.
GEO. GIBSON, C. G. ~oS1•
General WILEY 'THoMPsoN.
Superintendent Semin~le Removal: ·
Seminole Agency, Florida.
EMIGRATION m~ INDIANs,

Office Com. Gen. Sub. April 4, 1835.
SIR: Having completed your duties as disbursing agent to Western
Choctaws, you are hereby assigned to the disbursing agency of the Seminoles. You will report to Captain Brown, at Little Rock, who' will, at the
proper time, direct you to• proceed to Rock Row, for the purpose of superintending the arrangements he may make there for the reception of theSeminoles) about to emigrate under the direction of Lieut. Harris. You will
accompany that officer west, and when the Indians arrive in their new
country, will take charge of them. Further instructions will be transmitted to you.
Respectfully, &c.
GEO. GIBSON~ C. G. 8.
Lieut. S. W. MooRE,

()herokee Agency, we-st of Ark. Territory.
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EMIGRATION OF INDIAl'{S,

Office Com. Gen. Sub. April 5, 1835.
SIR: The Seminole Indians will immediately be removed from Florida.
The superintendent, General Wiley Thompson, is actively engaged in
malting preparations for the commencement·of the removal, and the disbursing agent, Lieutenant J. W. Harris, is now on his way to Florida, and
will reach the agency in a few days. ' I am under the impression that the
number of emigrants will not exceed twelve or fifteen hundred, but as to
this you will be more correctly informed by the superintendent, who is directed to give you information, at the earliest day, of the number; and
who will, I do not doubt, keep you apprised of the progress of the removal.
The Indians will cross the gulf to New Orleans, and thepce up the
Mississippi to Rock Row in steam-boats. From Rock Row to the . new
country they will travel by land, arrangements for which will be made by
you.
At the proper time, and I believe you will find it advisable speedily, you
will enter into conditional arrangements for both transportation and su bsistence. As to the mode of engaging the former I refer you to the circular
herewith, page 6, and to the form of wagon-roll. You have already bE:en
apprised that Lieutenant S. "\V. Moore would be assigned to the subsistence
of the Seminoles west. Instructions for that duty wiH soon be sent to him.
Wm. Armstrong, Esq. has been directed to go tc Little Rock and co-operate
with you in this business. A copy of his instructions is enclosed. H~ will
proceed to Rock Row accompanied by Lieutenant Moore. The lattei· may
make any disbursements necessary befqre the arrival of Lieutenant Harris
with the Indians, but you will take up his vouchers upon your own
abstracts.
"The Indians will, perhaps, be accompanied, as far as Rock Row, by
other officers of the army besides Lieut. Harris. In this case they may be
relieved at that point, if it can be done with safety. Lieut. Moore can take
the place of one of them; and shoulcl another agent be wanted, Col. Rector
can be employed.
"If you had not heretofore been more than once disappointed in the results of emigration, I should now direct you, without waiting to ascertain
the number of Indians, to advertise for proposals, distinct from those for
provisions to be issued during the removal, for the Seminoles after their
arrival on the new lands. For this reason, I prefer you should advertise
proposals for the supplies, both during and after the termination of the
removal, together. The contracts may be divided, or the bills of the conThe
tracts may distinctly show when the supplies }Vere delivered.
time of the contract may be "during the emigration of the Se1ninoles for
Rock Row in 1835, and for one year ajtet• the day of their arrival on
their lands west of the Arkansas Territory."
Lieut. Harris will continue to conduct and disburse for the Seminoles
until he turns them over to their disbursing agent west, at the terrnination
of their journey.
All payments made by him for services of any description, engaged hy Mr.
Armstrong or yourself, will be paid for upon requisition signed accordillg-ly.
You will pay for subsistence and transportation furnished during the
travel from Rock Row. The wagon abstract will have, in each case 7 on the
margin, the statement of Lieut. Harris to the individual performances of
the teams.
12
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I will place to your credit in the Union bank of Louisiana, nt New
Orleans, five thousand dollars on s.eminole account.
The cattle of the Seminole Indians will be taken from them under apprnisment, for which they will be paid in money or other cattle. I have
directed Lieut. Harris to give you the "statement" of the cattle agent. As
soon as you receive iti you will advertise for the number of head of the
different kind wanted, to be delivered in about sixty or ninety days.
Every precaution mnst be taken to have them of good quality. As the
superintendent will send me from Florida a copy of the statement, I shall
be able to receive and examine it, and remit to you the requisite funds
shortly after the appearance of your advertisement. As soon as you publish It send me a copy.
You will examine well the circular to which I have before alluded. It
is full of important and instructive matter. The practical rules it contains
wiH be strictly adhered to. It will be readily perceived that their observ;:;.:nce will eflectually secure economy in the practical administration, whilst
they are not inconsistent with the greatest degree of efficiency.

GEORGE GIBSON.

C.1pt.

JAcOB

BRowN, P1 in.-Dis. Agent,

Little Rock, Arkansas Territory.

FoRT KING,

FLoRIDA

,.rERRIToRv,

April 6, 1835.
S IR: I have the honor to report my arrival at this post, via Baltimore,
Savn.nna.h, St. John's river, and lVLiconopy or Wantons.
Respectfully, &c.
JOSEPH Y.l. HARRIS,
Dis. Ag't Seminole Indians.
Hr]g. Gen.

GEORGE GrBSON,

Commissary General, <5'·c.

FoRT

E. F.
Apri/13, 1835.

BRoOK: TAMPA BAY,

'rhis will be handed you by Mr. Winslet, (Indian interpre~or the Governrn.ei1t. He arrived here on the 1st day of January last, with General
rrhompson, Indian agent, since which period he has been rendering his
consthnt services to the Government in the most zealous and efficient manner; an d to which I must attribute very much, the prompt, and passive
compliance of the Indians, in this quarter, to go and keep within their
bour.d:uy line, as well as their general sobriety nbd good conduct, as repeatedly represented to you in my past communications. He has certainly
contributed to direct the attention of the Indians, in this quarter, to the propricty.and necessity of an observance of their treaty and good behavior. He
has done much to check trade and intercourse bet,veen the whites and Indians, (par ticularly ia whiskey,) a circumstance which could not have resulted but from Mr. vVinslet's vigilance, by being frequently out, (and for
considerable periods and distances,) among the whites and Indians. These
G:sKERAL:

ter1) wllo has been on important services, in this quarter,
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are among many services which Mr. Winslet has performed. Indeed such
have been the friendly and devoted feeling and exertions manifested by him,
in f~tvor of tbe interest and measures of the Government, i.n relation to the
Temoval of the Indians, by frequent talks with them, to induce them to
yield in all respects ,a strict compliance. \vith their treaty, that I have frequently concluded that his services and exertions, have been as important
and beneficial, as they :vere properly regarded by General 'rhompson and
yourself, as indispensable; and let me add that the services whieh have been
necessarily required of him could not possibly have been performed without
.a horse; the expense of which in keeping at this place, he says, and I have it
from others, (one of whom keeping forage for sale,) that a horse cannot be
properly kept, for frequent and hard riding, except at a great expense. Hay
being three dollars per cwt. and corn one dollar and fifty cents per bushel.
Altogether Mr. Winslet's services and conduct, as far as they have fallen under my notice, seem to justify fully the reputation which he is said to have
maintained by services heretofore rendered in important and trying times
with the Indians: viz., that of being a friendly, zealous, and devoted servant
of the Government in his capacity of interpreter and otherwise. As Mr.
vVinslet. thinks himself entitled soon to some compensation for his services,
and will mention the subject to yon, I have thought it dne to him, to urge
with you the propriety and justice of his being as 'vell and sufficiently comrensated as possible.
I am, general,
Most respectfully, &c. yours,
R. A. ZANTZINGER,
Brevet Major 2d Art.
. Brigadier Gen. D. Cr.rNcH,

Commanding U.S. trcops in Florida.

· WAR DEP/~RTMENT, April14, 1835.
SrR: I s~nd for your information and government the copy of a letter
this day addressed to General Clinch.
Respectfully; &.::.
LEvVIS CASS,

Secretary of W m·.
General 'V ILEY THoMPsoN,

8upt. Sernt. Rem. F'ort King, Floritla .

.

/

.

~

vV AR

·

DEPARTMENT,

Aprill4, 1835.

SrR: Your letter of the 19th ultimo, to the Adjutant General, has been

hid before me, an d I have conversed with the President on the subjects
thereiu referred to.
Your views seem to me to be equally judicious and humane. Certainly
there is not the slightest wish to oppress the unhappy Seminoles, who have
stipulated for their-own removal. But their continuance where they now are,
for any length of tim2, is absolutely impossible; and the sooner they are
satisfied of this fact, the better it will be for them. Still, however, I should
much prefer a voluntary and peaceable removal, to one effected by force

•

180

[ Doc. No. 271!

J

It would only be in the last resort that the Government would be wil- ·
ling to compel them to comply with their own engagements. And it would
be better to suffer a temporary inconvenience, if thereby their feelings con ld
be quieted, than to require them to remove without their own consent.
The matter} therefore, is referred entirely to your discretion, and to that of
General Thompson. If they should all be willing to go this year it will certainly be better to remove them. · But if they are opposed to this, and will generally agree quietly to remove by the first of March, or as soon thereafter
as the necessary arrangements can be made, then they may be suffered to·
remain until that time. But in that case let a written agreement be drawn
up stating the reason of the delay, their entire readiness to remove by that
time, and to go in a body by such route as you and General Thompson may
think best for them, and most economical to the Government ; and let this
agreement be signed in open council by all their influential men. It is my
decided opinion that they had better go by water; nnd every proper inducement should be held ont to them to assent to that measure. Still, t1owever,
if their repugnance should prove invincible that point may be yield~d to
them.
Should the Seminoles, howeveT, peremptorily decline to pledge themselves peaceably to remove next season, you will then proceed to carry into
effect the instruc6ons heretofore given. A copy of this communication:
will be addressed to General Thompson for his information.
Respectfully, &c.

LEWIS CASS,
Rec;etary of War.
Brevet Brig. Gen. D. L. CLINcH,
Conunanding at JJ'ort J(ing, Florida.

Fomr

KING, FLoRIDA TERRITORY,

April 15, 1835.
SrR: l have the honor to acknowledge vouT circular of the 21st instarft,
aecompanied by general order No. 14, '"'reiating to the construction of theproviso to the Harbor Bill, passed by Cm'lgress on the 3d March , 1835.
My letters to you of the 9th, lOth, and 16th ultimo, contain my sentiments as to the legality of detailing oft1cers of the army for duty as disbun;ing agents, conductors, &c. in the removal of Indians without their
previotls voluntary consent, and without an adequate compensation for
their extra services and responsibilities. These sentiments remain un..:.
changed; and I enter, respectfully, but firmly, now, as I did then, and shall,
upon all occasions, when I conceive my rights invaded, my protest against
such details.
I have the honor herewith to cover my account current for the first
quarteT, with its necessary abstracts and vouchers.
I regret that I am unable to give you any satisfc1ctory information as yet,
with regard to the removal of the Florida Jndinns. Generals Thompson
and Clinch, conforming their conduct to the paeifig nature of their instructions fTOm the honorable Secretary of 'VVar, have conceded to the chiefs
their request that they might be allowed until the 20th instant, to assemble
in general council at this place, when they promise to give their final decision. Until this council is over, we can do nothing.
, ·
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I have no hopes, myself, of effecting a voluntary removal of the Indians
·this season. And should the chiefs ask, in a proper manner, permission for ,
their people to remain in this country until the coming winter, I shall advise
that it be granted to them, upon their solemn pledge, that at that season~
and upon a fixed day, the whole body of the F'lorida Indians, shall begin
their journey to the west. This ~Should be accorded to them as a very
great favor, and as another great proof of our forbearance and friendship.
It promises a mnch happier result to undertake to remove the whole body
of the8e Indians at once, and at that time, than to begin now to emigrate
them by thirds.
It will be the 24th instant, at least, before the decisions of the council ate
:k nown; from the 5th to the lOth of May, before I can_reach New Orleans i
and as neither sub-agtmts have been appointed, nor means of transportation,
&c. as yet sought for in consequence of the uncertainty of every thing here,
it will be at the shortest, and under the most favorable circumstances, the
first of June before these people can be embarked at Tampa Bay. They
will then be exposed upon the gulf to the waters of the Mississippi and
White rivers, in the month of June, perhaps July, a season when, during
the past year, both the malignant cholera and yellow fever raged in those
regions. Should a portion of this third fall victims to either of these diseases, we shall stand but a poor chance of removing the remaining twothirds who are left behind.
Should it be resolved to make the attempt by land, they will hardly get
off before the first of July, and will then have about twelve hundred miles
to march, over, for the most part, a bilious country. In this case they will
reach their new homes, ~fever, somewhere in the early part of November.
By my returns, it will be seen, that at Baltimore, I purchased eig_ht hundred bnshels of corn; and at Savannah, twenty-four and a half bushels of
salt. In case of removing the Indians, it will be fortunate that I did so; if
not, I think I can dispose of it without loss. The natives are much pressed
for want of bread stuff. Should we come to terms, l shall propose to furnish the corn to the needy in part payment of their anm.tity, and account
for the same reciprocally to your office and to the Indian Bureau. These
_provisions are at present securely stored at Black Creek, eighty miles from
the agency.
Corn cost me at Baltimore sixty-seven cents per bushel. Salt at Savannah about seventy-two cents per bushel: the former commands here at
from one dollar fifty cents to two dollars: the latter two dollars, and difficult
to be h. ad upon these terms.
I have the honor to be, &c.
JOSEPH W. HARRIS,
Lieut. Dis. Agent of Florida Indians.
Brig. Gen. GEo. GIBSON, Com. Gen. o/c.

FoRT KING, FLoRIDA, April 20, 1835.
SIR: On assuming the command of the troops in Florida, I was impressed with the importance ofprocuring men of firmness and integrity of
,character, to act as Indian interprete'rs atthis post, and at Fort Brooke, who
wen" well acquainted with both the English and Indian languages, and
.-al o firmly attached to the cause of emigr~tion. From a long acquaint-
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ance with Mr. Winslet, who had acted with me in the Creek ~ountry
-eighteen years ago, together with the strongest recommendations in his favor
by General Thompson and Captain Graham, I engaged him to perform Ihe
duties of Indian interpreter at Fort Brooke, and the enclosed letter from
Major Zantzinger, the commanding officer at that post, will inform you of
the important services rendered by M:r. 'Vins1et in the capacity of interpreter. When the arrangement was entei·ed into between Mr. Winslet and
myself, I stated to him that I could not say what his compensation would
be; but that I would state his case to the honorable Secretary of War, who,
·I had no doubt, would be willing to give a liberal compensation, provided
his services entitled him to it. I feel confident that he has been zealous
• and active in the cause, and that he has rendered important services since
his employment at Fort Brooke; and I respectfully and strongly recomIntmd his claims to the liberal consideration of the honorable Secretary of
·War.
I remain, with high respect,
1
Your most obedient servant,
D. L . CLINCH.
Brevet Brig. Gen. R. JONES,
jldfu{ant General, Washington, D. C.

April 27, 1835.
SIR: Lieutenant J. W. Harris will enclose to you a copy of the joint
report to the Secretary of '\\rar by General Clinch, Mr. Harris, and myself;
relative to the emigration of the SeminoLe Indians.
Should the course recommended, meet the approval of the Department,
the report will indicate the necessity of correspondent changes·in your instructions to Mr. Harris and myself.
If the Department approves the arrangement which is submitted, there
will be no employment here for Colonel Yancey, who arrived at this place
Dn the 19th instant, until November or December, as the Indian~ do not
begin to gather their cattle ·the second time in the year, until about that peTiod. During the intermediate time, it is to be expected that the obstinacy
of the malcontent Indians will be made to yield. Until a large proportion
ofthem do yield, it would lJe difficult, not to sny impossible, ior Colonel
Yancey to accomplish the object of his appointment, as the refractory Indians have not yet consented to surrender their cattle: and if an attempt
were made to value the cattle of the friendly Indians under existing circumstances, it might produce unpleasant and embarrassing collisions. Besides,
the Indians will be compelled to use a considerable portion of their cattle
for subsistence during the summer.
Colonel Yancey desires to know whether he is to be allowed travelling·
expenses from his residence to this place'] The regulations answers the
question ; but he urges that a similar allo\vance hns heretofore been made
to others.
For the purpose of .reducing the refractory Indians to a sense of their
dependence, and to withhold from them the means of doing mischief, I
have prohibited the sale of arms, powder, and lead, to them.. . . .
vVhen active operations commence under your revi sed instructions
(shou ld a revisal of them become necessary), 1 shn.U need the aid of an.
SEMINOLE AGENCY,
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active man as assistant to the special agent, to a~ist me "in the dischar.g-e
of the more important duties connected with emigration.'' Allow me t o
express, very respectfully, a hope that the appointment will be given to
·a.n efficient man of sober, steady habits.
A total prohibition of the sale of powder and lead, to the refractoqr I ndians, will deprive them, to some extent, of their ordinary means of subsistence, unless, as has been reported, they have a considerable deposite of
those articles. I submit to you whether the order shall be somewhat ·elaxed, or whether rigidly enforced?
Very respectfully,
.Your obedient servant,

WILEY THOMPSON.
Gen. GEo.

GIBSON,

Com. General, o/c.

SEMINOLE AGENCY, April 27, 1835.
Sm. : Application was m:rde to me this morning for permission to purchase
negroes of the Seminole Indians, under a letter from the office of Indian
Affairs, addressed to General Call, in which the commissioner says, that as
there is no law prohibiting the sale of slaves by Indians, there is no necessity for the interference of the Department to allow to the Indians a privilege
which they already have.
The intercourse laws prohibit the purchase of an Indian pony, by a member of civilized society, without permission from the agent; and why? · but because the Indian is considered in a 8tate of pupHage, and incapable of protecting
himself against the arts and wiles of civilized man. If the Indian's interest in
a pony is of so much importance in the estimation of the Government, as torequire such strict guards to be thrown around it, the protection of his interest
in his slave should be esteemed more important, by as much as the latter is
more valuable than the former species of proparty. If, in the regulatio n of
the sale of poneys, the United ~tates exercise a rightful power, the obligation on them to guard the interest of the Indian in his slave, is greatly more·
imposing.
.
'rhe negroes in the nation dread the idea ofbeing fransferred from t} eir
present state of ease and comparative liberty, to bondage and hard labor under overseers, on sngar and cotton plantations. They have alWf'. YS had a
great influence over the Indians. 'rhey live in villages separate, and, in
many cases, remote from their owners, and enjoying equal liberty with their
owners, with the single exception, that the slave supplies his owner annually,
from the product of his little field, with corn, in proportion to the amount
of the crop; in no instance, that has come to my knowledge, exceeding ten
bushels; the residue is considered the property of the slave. Many of these
slaves have stocks of horses, cows and hogs, with which the Indian 0\.l'ner
never assumes the right to intermeddle. I am thus particular on this point,
that you may understand the true cause of the abhorrence of these negroes
of even the idea of any change. And the indulgence so extended by the
owner to the slave, will enable you to credit the assertion, that an Indian
would almost as soon sell his child as his slave, except when under the influence of intoxicating liqtwr~. The almost affection ·of the Indian for h js
slave, the slaves fear of being placed in a worse condition, and the influence
which the negroes have over the Indians, have all been made to subserve-
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the views of the Government. Indians and negroes were assured, at the
formatioij of the treaty at Payne's Landing, that their removal west would,
more than any thing else, secure a continuance of their present relations,
and hence the stipulation contained in the sixth article of that treaty. I
have uniformly told these people (Indians and negroes) that they will find
their greatest security in a removal west; and I have given them a pledge
that I. will do every thing in my power, consistent with the just rights of
others, ~o save blacks from worse bondage, and to counteract the operations
of interested intermP.ddlers. ~I have long since declared that I will not per. mit a sale of any slave, unless it be clearly dictated by humanity. This
course, added to the indefatigable exertions which General Clinch and myself have made, has secured the results which you have exhibited in the accompanying report.
·
To counteract my efforts, it is now whispered amo:tlJg the malcontent Indians, that my object is to secure the negroes to myself or other white men,
and the moment I am called upon to meet this new difficulty, a party of
whites arrive at the agency, with what they consider a perll)ission from the
War department, to purchase slaves from the Indians. vVere this to be made
known; the impression which is now £ought to be made, that I design to get
negroes into the hands of the whites, would be immediately matured into a
fixed conviction, which would, 1 fear, entirely mar our prospects, as it is
reasonable to suppose that the negroes would en masse unite with the mal·
content Indians. Fortunately the application was first made to me. I explained to the gentleman who made the application tl)e danger to be apprehended, should the object of their visit be made known, and forbid their saying
any thing on the subject; they promptly pledged themselves to be silent.
I repeated to them the declaration, that nothing should induce me to permit
or sanction the sale of any negro, unless it should be clearly dictated by
humanity ; and to the above reasons I added that something is due to the negro himself. His st(lte is one of ease and comparative freedom, to secure a
continuance of which, solemn pledges have been made to him, and I should
feel that I was accessary to the enslaving a freeman, if I were to permit the
sale of one or more of them, to favor the views of those who, for their own
aggrandizement, may wish to purchase.
I have thus been prolix in the development of the views and motives
which have prorr!pted my course, because, with the most respectful deference to the Department, I should consider any other an abandonment of the
principles of the treaty, and of humanity.
If the substance of the letter to which I have referred, shall unfortunately
become generally known~ I fear that many will thence take license and
1·ush into the nation, with a view to every variety of speculation. Should
this. happen, and be tolerated, God only knows what the consequences will
be. Fearless of consequences, I will, to the extent of the means within my
control, restrain any and all persons from entering into the nation for such
purposes, until I receive instructions from you upon the subject.
WILEY THOMPSON.
Hon. LEWis CAss.

,.
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FoRT KING, FLoRIDA TERRITORY,

April 29, 1835.
Brig. Gen.

GEORGE GIBSON,

Com. Gen.

9'"c.

SIR: I have the honor to acknowledge your letters of the 21st and 27th •

ultimo, as also of the 3d instant, together with papers accompanying the same.
Your instructions, · as conveyed therein, will be complied with. Enclosed
herewith is also a copy of the joint report of Generals Clinch and Thompson, and, th1·ough the courtesy of those officers by which, since my arrival
here, I have been invited to a seat at their councils, of myself, to the hon.
Secretary of vVar, of recent proceedings relating to the removal of the Florida Indians.
~
From this it will appear that the officers and agents of Government have
felt themselves called upon to defer any further attempt to remove these Indians until the coming winter; and that they deem it expedient, instead of
one-third, to endeavor simultaneously to remove every Indian in Florida.
The reasons for those decisions, as embodied in the report, will, I think,
prove satisfactory to you; as also those for selecting from the middle to the
close of January for the commencement of the voyage. In addition to the
reasons given therein, we are more likely to meet with a favorable stage of
water, either in the Arkansas or in White River, in February and in March,
that in any other months. Should the waters of the former river be up when
we reach them, I think it may be both practicable and prudent to land our
charge upon some point of the Canadian, perhaps in the Seminole territory.
This would save much time, trouble, and expense·; but should not be un..:
dertaken without the sanction of the western agents.
"-!My plan.,.. would be to engage steam-boats under obligations to transport
the emigrants, water permitting, either to Rock Row, Little Rock, or some
point on the Canadian river, within the Seminole territory, "to be decided by the special agent or myself hereafter." Changes, of course, to be
regulated by the point of final debarkation. Upon our arrival at the mouth
of the Arkansas river, our ad vices from Captain Brown would instruct us
whether to proceed to Rock Row, or to ascend the Arkansas to Little Rock;
and upon our ·reaching the latter place, it would be time enough to decide
whether it would be prudent to prosecute our journey upon the water.
My previous ad vices to Captain Brown, as to the probable time of my reaching the month of the Arkansas river, would enable him to judge whether
the waters would, at that time, favor our ascent to Little Rock. By the last
mail I corresponded fully and freely with Captain Brown, asking his advices on these and other questions connected with our removal, and preparing h]m for our failure to effect an emigration the present season. I
shall continue to advise him as the business progresses. I shortly expect
to recejve, through General Thompson, the report. of the collector at Tampa_Bay, showing the draught of water that may be" brought in" to various
pou.1ts upon the Bay.
There is a small cape upon the Bay called Gadsden's point, from 20 to 30
miles below Fort Brooke, which I understand is easily accessible by land,
and to'Vvhich, if my recollections serve me, in the spring of1832 I myself carried in from 11 to 13 feet of water. Should I, upon a-critical examination,
find this/oi~t as desirable as I am sanguine to think I shall, brigs of a larger
class, an ships of the smaller, may be employed with the greatest advantage; both as to economy and health, in the transportation of our Indians.
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The means of transportation across the Gulf should be obtaiued at New
York. At the season we shall require them here, vessels are sailing· in ballast from that port to New Orleans in quest offreight, and would stop in
at Tampa Bay and accomplish the service required at a much less rate,
probably 50 per cent. than that for which vessels would leave their maTket
at New Orleans, or MobHe, to make an e:t:press trip for the purpose.
I would not advise furnishing a greater amount of transportation than
will accommodate three thousand individuals. In my own opinion the census
of the Florida Indians, if taken, would not 'much exceed thut nu'IJWer, including negroes. It is generally thought to be about 5,000. Should a
greater number than this be assembled, the surplus might be retained under
a competent officer, the special agent or myself if necessary, until transports
could return from the Bnlize. 'l'his should not detain the main body a day;
the parties should be independent of each other. With regard to the purchase of subsistence, I shall solicit advices from the assistant commissary
of subsistence, New York and New Orleans, respectively.
My further plan would be to proceed to New York, in the month of
October, and from thence to New Orleans, to advertise for bids, and to close
my contracts for vessels at the former, and for steam at the latter place. The
business I of course wifilh to superintend in person, and to be 1 istinctly
understood by my contractors. At this time, too, I can make choice of
market& for the purchase of subsistence.
The suggestion of "disembarking the Indians at some point below New
Orleans, and of engaging steam-boats after my arrival in the Mississippi
river," I would respectfully recommend should be abandoned: first, because there is no point in the neighborhood of New Orleans, where the
disembarkm-~nt could be effected, under other than circumstances highly
unfavorable; and secondly, to engage steam-boats after our ar~ival, would
consume too much time, during which we should be daily adding so much
to our expenses of subsistence and contingencies, and to the expeuse of the
health of our company. On the contrary, I would prefer engaging my steamboats to meet me at any time between the 1st and the 20th of February, at the
Balize, upon a notice of three days. This notice I would be able to for?oard in season, after we begin to collect the Indians, and I should, in my
calculation of tim~ require to cross the gulf, assume the average voyage.
'The transportation I hope to employ wm be of too heavy draught to enter
Lake Ponchartrain, and even if not, I think 1t would be preferable to take
steam at the Balize, where the steam-boats would drop along side of the
transports, and an exchange of freight, &c. would at once take place; to
undergoing the additional delays and expenses of 1st, disembarkation; 2d,
loading of canal boats or rail-road cars; 3d, transportation to the city (4
·miles); 4th, drayage to the steam-boats; and 5th, reshipment.
After accomplishing my business at New Orleans, I should return by
post, direct to this place, where I would be able to arrive in season to superintend the duties of my department in collecting the Indians.
In your letter of instructions to the special agent, I observe yon have
directed that the poneys bolonging to the Indians, shall be sent by land to
the new country, and in the copy, cover~d to me, of your comrl:mnication
to said officer of the 3d inst. relating to the appraisement of cattle, it would
appear doubtful whether under that term you embrace hogs. 'To the latter I thought it my duty to call your attentiou, although I do not doubt
your intention that these animals shall be appraised and disposed of
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together with the cows, cows and calves, &c. otherwjse, what satisfactory or equitable disposition can be made of them. As to the arrangement
of the poneys, proposed by you, justice to the Indians requires that it should
be objected to. It is extremely doubtful how many of these beasts, under
the guidance of a man who has no personal interest in them, and of a. responsibility, that can be hired at $2 per day, with Indians only to assist hirp ~ ,
through such a country, and in a journey of twelve . hundred miles,
would ever reach their point of destination. Probably very few, and those
so broken down as to be of little value. The loss would be occasioned by
the stealth, fatigue, diseases, and accidents, consequent upon so long a
~ourney, through so wild and broken a region, whose sparse population
Is composed of the most lawless ingredients.
I would respectfully recommend that the Indians should be required to
pack all their poneys into ,..rampa Bay, which should be the point of assemblage. This will save the employment of a number of bagg<~,ge wagon!).
Then the yeneys should be turned m:er to the appraising officer, and
together with the surplus cows and calves, hogs, &c. over and above what
we shall require for subsistence in assembling, should, after havin~ been
duly valued, be driven under the charge of an officer of the army, the appraising officer, and suitable drivers to ,..rallahassee, where upon, ample previous notice, they should be disposed of at public sale.
I would also urge upon the Department the propriety of our being left in the
uninterrupted selection of our sub-agents; respectfully sugg-esting that we who
are upon the spot, and who personally observe the obstacles with which we
are opposed, are not better judges of the material required for our aiel than
those who are ab~ent. This assistance us far as practicable should be selected from the army ; and I would request that Gen. Clinch be ordered to
answer the requisitions of the special a!:rent upon him for conductors, &c.
to the extent that qjjicers and non-com1nissioned officers can be spared.
The special agent requires an efi1cient assistant special agent, and for the
reasons above given, I think he should be authorized forthwith to appoint
one. His duties are arduous and must continue so to be until the Indians
are removed. 1:'he state of things here is such as to require his constant
vigilance to counteract the e:ifect of the influences of designing · m~n ; and
the indians and the negroes require much looking to.
\Ve have now fixed upon a definitive time for the simultaneous removal
of all the Indians of Florida. We have told thesP people why, in friendship to themselves, we have not removed them this spring. It is too late
to parley with them further. Promptf.wss and energy are required fron\
all quarters. Of you we ask that which has already been writte n 7 and
that our final instructions, and our last orders, may be forwarded to us as
speedily as practicable.
General Clinch should be required to report whether he has sufficien t
force to co-operate with efte ct, in case it should become necessary to resort
to violent means in collecting these Indians; ancJ, if he has notj it should be
granted to him; and this reinforcement should be here in November.
As the season approaches, runners will be despatched through the nation to warn aU good Indians to assemble, of their own accord, at Tampa
Bay, on the 1st January. A few days should he allowed for the well disposed to 'come in, and we should give ourselves the remainder rif the mont!t
for collecting the obstinate, and these should be brought in gently, if practibl,;; tied, and at the point of the bayonet, if necessary. On the first of
February, at the furthest, we ~hould commence our voyage.
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In assembling the Indians, I shall propose to establish a depot of rations
.at this place, and another about 40 miles below, between this and tile point
of assemblage. At these the several parties of emigrants can, under their
respective chiefs, receive provisions sufficient to subsist them to Tampa
Bay.
It will be seen by the report enclosed, that it is recommended to provision these st..1.rving Indians, at least partially so, for a few weeks; and that
it is advised to distribute the corn I report on hand, amongst them. In a
former communication, I recommended it should be given in part pay of
their annuity. I think it would be better if possible to give it to them.
In my answer to the letter from the Indian commission_er, requiring me
to pay the annuity, &c. I protested as usual to the principle, and consented
to do the. duty. I do not know that it will interfere with my other calls.
If it should, I shall avail myself of the authority granted in yours of the
21st ultimo.
I have as yet received no advices from the 2d Auditor of funds deposited
at Tallahassee. Agreeably to your letter of instructions, there should be.
$;5,000, in deposite there to my credit, over and above the Indian annuity,&c.
l am authorized to say, the special agent concurs in the sentiments and
sug-gestions of this letter.
I have the honor to be, &c.
JOSEPH W. HARRIS,
Lt. Disb. Agent, Florida Indians.

FoRT KING, FLOR TDA, April 24, 1835.
'I'o the Hon. LEwis CAss, Sec. of WaT:
SIR : In compliance with the instructions which we have received, from
time to time, relating to the removal of the Florida Indians, we have, under
the pacific policy so strongly enjoined by yourself, exercised our capacities
to the best of our abilities, and we have now the honor to submit to you the
following report :
About the time the President's talk to the chiefs and warriors of the
Seminole nation was received, a council of some one hundred and fifty of
the principal of those chiefs and warriors had assembled, by a previous understanding, at this place, to consult with the agents of Government on
matters touching their national welfare. The opportunity was considered
favorable to the reading of the talk, and it was read. The chiefs and warriors assembled listened to it attentively, and the effect produced wa
evidently fav0rable to our wishes.
Jumper, upon this occasion, expressed the sentiments of the chiefs, declaring that they had listened attentively to the talk; but that upon so
important a question, and when they saw so large a body of their people
unrepresented in the council, they could not assume the responsibility to
decide. He asked for thirty days to bring together a fair representation
of the whole nation. This council was on the 29th ultimo. Until the
20th of April was granted to him to summon a general council of the
chiefs of his nation.
Owing to the absence of several chiefs whose presence was desirable;
this council did not convene until the 22d instant. Several hundred of the
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'noles were then present, composed of the chiefs and principal warrs of the nation.
'
The council was opened by the special agent, who explained to 'the Inns the friendly nature of our relations with them up to the present time; ·
disposition to promote their good; and his own hopes that they had
assembled to fulfil their promises and to act like honest men. 'rhe
of April, 1832, was then read to them, and fully explained, and they
bade to listen to the last talk that their great father, the President,
make to them on this side of the waters of the Mississippi. The
~aving been read, they were told that we were ready to' hear their
- ~~CISlOll

was again the speaker of his nation. He expressed sentiments
to the treaty and to a removal from their present homes; yet sensolicitous of our friendship, and averse to a hostile resistance should
force to oblige them to go. He was followed by others who
did; and the day was wasting in unmeaning talk and idle obn General Clinch briefly and firmly declared to the chiefs
that "the time of expostulation had passed; that already too·
had been said, and nothing had been done ; that the inftuence of the
of Government, their powers of persuasion and of argument had
exhausted, both in public councils and in private interviews, to induce
to do right; that we had lingered long enough in the performance of
· to have averted, had they been willing, the evils which threattheir foolish resistance to the fulfilment of pledges solemnly and fairly
by them, and that now it was time to act. He had been sent here to
the treaty; he had warriDrs enough to do it, and he would do it:
the question now whether they Would go of their own accord, or go
force? With this they were told they might depart, and until the
' was given to them, to think upon what had been said.
morrow, the 23d instant, they were called upon to give their
answer. Micoanopa, the head chief was absent, on the plea of sickbut evidently through a shuffling disposition to shun responsibility..
conrse of the morning eight principal chiefs gave in their assent
abide by the st·i pulations of the treaty; five remained opposed to it.
The special agent, General Thompson, had, upon the first intimation in
council of this day, of further resistance on the part of chiefs, demanded
the chief Jumper, " whether Micoanopa," by whom he knew the moveof a number of them to be controlled, "intended to abide by the:
or not?'' And when Jumper 'finally confessed that he was authorized
that Micoanopa did not, he promptly declared that "he no' longer
•p:Jll8u1en~d Micoanopa as chief; that his name should be struck from the
of the nation; that he should treat all who acted like him in the
manner, and that he would neither acknowledge nor do business with
or with any others as a chief, who did not l~onestly comply with the
of his engagements; that the door was, however, still open to them
they wished to act honestly. In consequence of this the name$ of the
opposing ehiefs were struck from the council of the nation: , .And to
decision on the part of General Thompson, we attach important and
favorable results; and do fully concur with him in deeming the
Measure both expedient and called for by the occasion.
The friendly chiefs, however, whilst consenting to go to their new coun' begged that they might not be hurried away; ':they did not expect to·

-~~~sed
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have gone this year ; the season was far advanced; and they wanted tiine
to make and gather in their corn, and to settle all their little business."
The lateness of the season was an objection to the removal that had se~
riously presented ittself to our judgments, and we had given it mature consideration. Our conclusions were that it was a vital objection ; and that
\Ve were cnJled npon by humanity, by the interests of the unfortunate
people, and by the best interests of the service in which we aie engaged,
w d esist from any attempt to remove them until the coming winter. Should
th e trial be made: we could not under our present great disadvantages expect to embark the "one-third of the Seminoles" ordered to be first removed,
(or even one-third of the whole nation, pick them up where we could,) until the middle, perhaps the last of June. "'\Ve would then have midsummer
to accomplish their voyage in; and all the dangers of malignant choler
and the various summer diseases of the southern and western waters to encounter. Under such auspices we had evt:ry reason to apprehend a fatal
result to our enterprise; and from such a result we have every reason to
dread the most deplorable effects upon the after interests of the removal.
In addition to this we would have robbed this one-third of their present
ye ar's crop. · We would neither have given them an opportunity to have
:renped what they have planted here, or to have reached their new country
jn season to sow and reap.
'ro have made the trial by land would have
':Jy~en even more objectionable ; besides,. your orders condemning that<
r::wde of removal had been received by the last mail.
Under these considerations we deemed it our duty to say to the friendly
:·hiefs, that "we would give their people until the 1st of December next to
t _:xp their corn and to complete their preparations ; but that as soon after
thrii: time as we could make ourselves ready, every Indian in Flo1'ida
v ouJd be started upon his journey to the new country ;" and we strongly
luge upon your consideration the policy of this decision ; and that the Indians of Florida be removed in a body. Should misfortunes then unhappi~y b~fal tb~ expedition, we will. at I:ast have nothing to dread---from its
b!Jghtmg eftects upon future emtgratwn. We would recommend from
th~ 15th to the last of January as he most fitting season to embark the
:._~ruigrants at Tampa Bay. 'rhey would then reach their new homes in aH
_probability from the middle to the last of March, thereby avoidinb' the winter of a more northern latitude, and securing to themsel vts all the ·advan-~a;res of spring.
.
"'TbP.se people are exceedingly desirous that they should be distinct and
se parate ii·om the Creeks; should have their O\Vn agent, and their own
biacksmith. In this, in addition to the reasons which would naturally
prompt them to such a req~test, th~y ha:re one in which their rights and
interests are likely to be Immediately mvolved, and perhaps sacrificed.
The Creeks have for some time made claim to certain negro property in
t his nation: the justness of whicl1 the Seminoles deny; and the latter are
a pprehensive that when they and the Creeks become associated, their rights
must yield to the stronger party.
Tho last season was one of great drought in the Seminole country, and
there is a gren.t consequent scarcity of corn; and the severity of the winter has been the destruction of many of their cattle. Owing to this there
is a proportionate suffering amongst the Indians for want ef provisions.
Their situation is truly distressing, and feelingly calls for relief. 'rhey ask
~rough us that relief of our Government, and that "_they may receive
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bread for a few weeks!" And we earnestly and respectfully rocommend
both this and their previous petition to your favorable consideration.
There are eight hundred bushels of corn now in the hands of the disbursing ag~nt, purchased in anticipation of the removal of a portion of
these Indians this season; and which will not be disposed of until we can
learn the pleasure of the Department; and this corn would do much to
allay the pressing cravings of ,the starving Seminoles.
Should our proceedings as above reported meet with the approbation of
the Department, as we honestly hope they will, an .early sanction of them
will enable us to carry into operation our plans for the ensuing winter witk
the greater effect.
'Yith every consideration of respect,
We have the honor to be, sir,
Your most obedient servants,
vVILEY THOMPSON,

Sup. Rem. Sem. lnd·ians.
JOSEPH W. HARRIS,

Lt. Dis. Agent Indians.
D. L. CLINCH,
Brev. Brig. Gen. U. S. A.
EMIGRATION OF INDIANS,

Office Com. Gen. Sub., May 8, 1835.
Sm: There will be shipped immediately from _New York, seventeen
bales of blankets, to care of Lieutenant .A. Drane, Assistant Quartermaster, at New Orleans: which he will have transported to you without delay.
'rhey are intended for the Seminoles about to emigrate from Florida. You
will pay the freight from New Orleans, and have the hales carefully. examined and stored. The expenses incident to them will be charged to
Seminole account.
Instructions for the distribution o( the blankets will speedily be sent to
you. A copy of the invoice is enclosed
.Respectfully, &c.
GEORGE GIBSON, C. G. S.
Lieut. S. ,V. MooRE,
L)isbun·i ng Agent Seminoles,
Care of Capt. J. Bunn,
Pr. Dis. A. L R., Little Rock, A. T.
EMIGRATION OF INDIANS,

Office Corn. Ge~. Sub., May 9, 1835.
Sm: I have received yours of the 15th April, covering your accounts
for the first quarter, 1835. The- purchase of corn and salt is approved.
Your advice of the results of the council of the 20th Avril, is waited for
with much anxiety.
Blank forms of accounts and sent to you.
Respectfully, &c.
, GEORGE GIBSON, C. 0. S.

Lieut.

JosEPH

W.

HARRis,

Dis. Agent, Florida Indians, Fort King, Florida
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WAR DEPARTMENT,
May 20, 1835.
GEN'.l'LEMEN : Your report of the 24th ultimo, detailing your proceedings
with the Seminoles assembled in general council, has been received and
submitted to the President ; and he has instructed me to commvnicate to
you his views upon the several subjects embraced in it.
From your report, it appears that eight of the principal chiefs haye signified in writing their determinatio11 to abide by all the stipulations of the
treaties of Payne's Landing, and Fort Gibson] and that five of the principal chiefs refused to acknowledge them. The assent of the chiefs is to be
&ttributed, it would seem, to the declaration of.General Clinch, that if they
declined to remove .voluntarily, they would be removed by force. The President approves of the declaration, upon a full consideration of the circumstances under which it was made. The Seminoles had trifled sufficiently
long with the most solemn treaty obligations, to which they had in the first
instance acceded, with a full und~rstanding of their character; and the
consequences of which they had had, during thre~ years, full opportunity
to perceive and appreciate. It is apparent, from your report, that further
argument and persuasion would have been fruitless. The Government
was, therefore, bound to give effect to the treaty of 1832, to secure the well
being of the Indian~, and the prosperity of the Territory from which they
had agreed to emigrate.
The deposing of the five chiefs by General Thompson is a measure of
more questionable character. Such a proceeding has hitherto been unknown in our intercourse with the Indians, and is an interference in their
internal concerns, of which neither party has recognised the right. Its im"UJediate effect, by overawing the Indians, may be, s~emingly, beneficial ; but
it is to be apprehended that the reaction will be injurious.
The influence of the chiefs is hereditary, or has been acquired in the
field, or in the council; and it is not easily broken. They will be excited
by this act, intended as a disgrace and punishment, to oppose more rigorously the project of emigration. And they will have little difficulty in
finding instruments and means for this purpose, in the comparatively
wealthy negroes mingled with them, and in the facilities for concealment
which the extent and character of the country afford. It is the opinion of
the President: therefore, that the question of deposing these chiefs should
be submitted to the chiefs, or to the Indians assembled in council, and, if
confirmed by a majority of either of them, the vacancies should be .filled by
an election. This is in conformity with the usual course of proceeding
among the tribes, and will obviate the evil result to be apprehended from
the course that has been pursued. The deposition will then be the act of
the nation, or of its constituted authorities, and not of an agent of the Government.
'
The reasons for delaying the removal, which you have stated, justify that
measure. That such delay might be necessary was contemplated. by the
Department, as you will perceive by the letter to General Clinch of the
14th April. If, as stated in that letter, the Indians will generally agree quietly
to remove by the time you have designated, and 'vill signify their agreement
in writing, in the manner therein pointed out, no objection will be I~,ade to
the postponement. But the Indians must understand that their removal
will then be enforced in conformity with the treaty.
It is eonsidered unnecessary to maintain a separate ngenc.y for the Semi-
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noles west of the Mississippi. They will be located in the section of the
Creek country assigned to them ·by the commissioners in Arkansas,. and
placed under the same agent. If he fails to protect their property from the encroachments of the Creeks, Major Armstrong, the acting superintendent of
the western' territory, will apply the appropriate remedy. The smith's
establishment, provided for the Seminoles by treaty will, of course, be continued.
The Commissary General of Subsistence will give instructions for distributing the eight hundred bushels of corn,--now on hand to the Indians.
Respectfully, &c,
'
C. A. HARRIS,

·

Acting Secretary of

Gen'ls THOMPSON and CLINcH, and Lieut. J. W. HARRIS.

War.
·

EMIGRATION OF lNDTA"KS,
Office Com. Gen. Sub. May 23, 1835.
SIR: Your communication of the 29th April, enclosing the joint report
of Generals Clinch and Thompson and yourself, to the Secretary of War,
on the subject of the removal of the Seminole Indians, is received. The
acting Secretary of War has, under the direction of the President, acted
upon the report, and it will be seen mamly assented to what has been performed and recommended. The operation of the emigration will be suspended till January next. In the meantime the agents will, it is hoped, so
far understand the intentions of the Indians, as to· undertake the task of
removal with a great degree of certainty with regard to the consequences.
rrhe various propositions contained in your report shall be duly considered ; and as they involve nothing that needs immediate action, no
decision will be made upon them until the return of the Secretary of War.
The President has decided, in answer to the petition of the Indians, that
they may receive bread for a few weeks, that the eight hundred bushels of
corn in your hands be issued to them. Although this is not contemplated
by the regulations and instructions, there must be some rule in making the
issue. You will, therefore, keep a regular account of the time of issuing,
the number of persons, &c. entering the whole on an abstract and provision return, certified by the superintendent. These things, it ·will be seen,
may tend to give a superior degree of authenticity to the transaction:
The advice, of the five thousand dollars deposited in the bank of Tallahassee, was sent to you by the Second Auditor, addressed to that place.
He will transmit you a duplicate.
Respectfully, &c.
J. H. HOOK, U. 8. A.
Act. Corn. Subsistence.
Lieutenant JosEPH ·\v. HARRIS,
· Disbursing Agent, Florida Indians, Fort King, Floridct:

13
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EMIGRATION OF INDIANS,

Office Com. Gen. of Sub. May 26, 1835.
SIR : Your letter of the 27th ultimo is at hand. 'l"1he copy of the report alluded to has been received from Lieutenant Harrjs. The War
Department has apprised you of the determination of the President as to
the several matters treated of. It is decided that the removal of It11dians
may be deferred till the time proposed, January, 1836, prior to which time
this 'office will take into consideration all the circumstances that have a
bea~ing upon the subject, with a view to such modification of the instructions as may be requisite.
You remark in relation to the postponement of the removal, that if the
arrangement is approved, there will be no employment for Colon-el Y ancey till November or December. It is decided by the President, to whom
your letter has been submitted, that it would be inexpedient to send CoJonel
Yancey hom-e after the reception of this letter, with the view to the recalling him in the fall; because the expenses of the traveJ, all which he has to .
defray, would be inordinate, compared with his income. Besides, the President believes, as he has been ordered to Florida, he should be retained a
reasonable time; and that some duty or other may possibly be found for
him to perform, prior to the commencement of active operations.
'-rhe proposition to appoint an efficient man, of sober habits, as an assistant to the special agent, &c. witl receive the attention it merits. It shall
be snbrnitted to the Secretary of War, after his return to this city, and I
doubt not will meet his approbation.
The acting Secretary of War has deemed it proper, also, to submit to
the President the fact, stated by you, of having prohibited the sale of arms
and powder and lead, "for the purpose of reducing the refractory Indians
to a sense of their· dependance, and to withhold from them the means of
doing mischief.1'
The President is of opinion, that this prohibition will not produce any
good, and may be a source of additional irritation. The Indians, he thinks,
will get arms and ammunition at all events. He directs, therefore, that
your regulation be repealed.
Respectfully, &c.

J. H. HOOK, U. S. A.
Act'g Comm'y. Sub.
General

WILEY

THolYIPSoK,

Supt. Removal Seminoles, Fort King, Florida.

EMIGRATION OF INDIANS,

Office Com. Gen. Su~. May 27, 1835.
SIR: Your letter of the 2d. instant is received. The reason for which
you have not advertised for contracts to supply the Seminoles on their way
westv.Tard, are entirely satisfactory in themselves; but more particularly so,
in consequence Gf information recently received at this office, that those
Indians de5ire to remain til.l ne~t winter, when it is expected that they will
all, or nearly all, remove. The indnlgenc:e has heen granted them by the
direction of the President. Yon have been, doubtless, apprised by Lieutenant Harris of the wishes of those Indians and 0f the agents of the Goverment among them, und you may, therefore; look upon it as settled, that
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no removal will take place this season" January next is the appointed time.
Yon will, therefore, withdraw your advertisement for proposals to furnish
the year's subsistence to the Seminoles.
Allusion is made by you to indiscreet publications in a Memphis paper,
as the source of great loss to the contractors, for smpplying the emigrant
Creeks of last season. It is gratifying to learn that those who suffered
frorn the deception, are satisfied with your course. It is hoped that no
agency jn the publications has been traced to any one then having a connection with the emigration of the Indians. The concessions which yon
have made to those disappointed contractors, meet, therefore, with approval,
and; it is believed, are fortified by considerations of good policy as well as
liberality. Bnt, as the Seminoles will not remove until next January,
would it be expected by the individuals alluded to, that their privilege
should be extended beyond the time specified, in which they are allowed
to furnish Indian supplies, so as to embrace those Indians. As this privilege embraces all emigrants, who may remove, to the 30th September next,
it may possibly enable them to supply the Creeks, who, it is expe~ted, will
go over in considerable bodies by that time. Iu this case the expediency
may be doubted of any extension of the time, but if any is given, it should
not go beyond December. In all this, it will be well to have the transaction authentically made, and properly understood, so that no difficulty may
hereafter arise.
As it is the determination of the Department to economise to the utmost
extent, consistent with expediency, it will be proper to reduce every expenditure growing out of the anticipated removal of the Seminoles, and if
nny agents or others have been employed by you, they will be discharged
or suspended.
JAl\iES H. HOOK.
Captain JAcoB BRowN,
Princi~'Jal Disbursing Agent, Little Rock, A. T.

LITTLE RocK, A. T., Jane 2, 1_8 35.

Sm: I am just in receipt of a communication from Lieut. J. W. Harris,
disbursing agent for the removal of the Seminole Indians, informing me
that those Indians would not be removed this yeaT. In consequence of this
information special (;!gent Armstrong has left fo~ Nashville. No arrangements hcwe been made in anticipation of this movement, that will, in any
manner, involve the Government in consequence of this failure.
Lieut. Moore, who was some time since ordered to this place, has not yet
reported. He informs me that he has applied to be relieved ; anq as the
Seminoles will not emigrate the present season, the detail of an officer for
that purpose is not now n·ecessary. I ~an at any time relieve him of his
disbursing dnties on account of Indian annuities.
I have the honor to be,
Very respectfully,
Your obedj ent servant .
.T. BROWN, Capt. U. 8. Arrny,
Disbui"sing Agent, Indian Removal.
General GEoRGR GmsoN,
Com. Gen. Sub. Washington, D. C.
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LITTLE

RocK,

ARKANSAS TERRITORY~

June 3, 1835.
SIR: I cover herewith abstract of bids received for supplying the Semi
nole Indians in their new country with subsistence up to the 31st December, 1836.
Although it is believed there will not be any emigration the present year,
yet I deemed it best to close the contract, in as much as an early emig-ration
next year may be looked for, and as the offer to supply is as low as it is possible for any one, at any future time, to furnish subsistence in that countryThe securities for the contract reside at a distance from, this place, and
to whom the bonds have been forwarded for signature; so soon as signed
and returned one of the contracts will be covered to your office.
Very respectfuHy,
Your obedient servant,
J. BROWN, Capt. U. S. 11rmy,
Dis. Agent Indian Removal.
Gf:n. GEoRGE GIBsoN,

Com. Ge1t. of Sub. Washington, D. C.
P. S. I would here remark that the competition would have been mnch
greater, had the party of Seminoles reached this section of the country as
was intimated that they probably would do, in the published notice for proJ. B.
posals.

FoRT KING, FLORIDA,

June 3, 1835.
SIR: I have the honor to report to you that under cover with your letter
of the 17th J\larch last, I was advised per letter of instructions llated 28th
February, that the sum of thirty thousand dollars ($30,000) would be
ordered to my credit at the several banks of New York, New Orleans, and
. Tallahassee. That on the 19th Marc!t ultimo, I was advised by the Second
Auditor that ten thousand dollars (810,080) had been directed to be deposited at the Union Bank at LVew Orleans, subject to my o1'der; and that on
the 16th of May, 1835, Il}Y first draft on said bank, dated 24th Apr-·z, 1835,
and for the amount of three hundred and eighty dollars and eighty cents,
($380 80) was protested for nonpayment, after having been regularly presented and rejected by the cashier. Will the Department ask of the 'I'reasnry an explanation of this?
It is the first time I ever had a draft protested, and it is highly mortifyin g
to my feeling[~) to think that I have been subjected to the indignity now~
and that my name has been hawked about the ~treets of Mobile and New
Orleans affixed to a dishonored paper.
I need not point out to one of your experience, sir, the inconvenience
that are likely to accrue to service from such awkward embarra8sments.
To prevent a repetition of them, as far as I am concerned, I have the honor
to report to you that I have this day apprised the Treasurer of the United
States tha.t "I shall acknowledge accountability for no moneys whatsoever
that may hereafter be appropriated to be disbursed by me, until I have been
.:fir§t advised of their safe deposite by the cnshiers of the deposite bank'
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tlwmselves, and that credit has been given to me for the amount upon the
hooks of the bank."
.
This protest was received on the night of the 1st in~tant. By the morning's mail, the first since receipt, I shall cover the Second Auditor's letter of
the 19th March, to ·the cashier of the Union Bank, and shall politely request
him to apprise the cashier of the Branch Bank, State of Alabama, at Mobile, .
(by whom it seems my check was first presented and by him promptly
forwarded,) upon what authority I drew the draft.
With very great respect, &c.
1
JOSEPH W. HARRIS, Lieut.

Dis. Agent, Florida Indians.
Brig. Gen.

GEoRGE GIBSON,

Commissary General,

o/c.
FoRT KING, FLORIDA,

SIR:

June 3, 1835.

As after the receipt of your answers to my previous letters, your

instructions with regard to the disposal of corn on hand, &c. there will be
no call for any further services here until the fall of the year; I would solicit
from you permission, for my health's sake, to pass a month or two at the
medical springs of Virginia. From thence, if my suggestions are approved,
I can proceed to Ne\V York and New Orleans, to secure sea and river transportation supplies, &c. previous to my return here. My departure, of
coarse, subject to the veto of the special agent.
I have the honor to be, &c.
JOSEPH W. HARRIS, Lieut.

Dis. Agent Floridc: Indians.
Brig. Gen.

·

G:EoRGE GIBSON,

Commissary General,

9·c.

SEMINOLE AGENCY, June 3, 1835.
Sm: A few days ago, Powell, Qne of the most bold, daring and intrepid
chiefs in this nation, and one that has been more hostile to emigration, and
has thrown more embarrassments in my way than any other, came to my
ofiice and insulted me by some insolent remarks. He had done so before,
and I then apprised him of the consequences, should he venture to dg so
again. He apologized, and I forgave. On this occasion I confined him in
trons,. as I was fully satisfied the crisis had arrived when it became indispensab1e to i11ake an example of him. On the next day after he was arrested,
he sent to me a proposition to sign the acknowledgment of the validity of
the treaty, and begged that I would release him. I informed him that,
without satisfactory security that he would behave better and prove faithful in future, he must remain in confinement. He sent for some of the
friendly chiefs and Legged them to intercede for him; they did so. I then
informed him that I \Vonld put his sincerity to the test by releasing him,
and relying on hjs word to come in five days, meet those friendly chiefs,
. and in council subscribe to the acknowledgment of the treaty. He replied
~that he would not only do it him-;elf, but that he would bring others with
im; for that having been brought to proper reflection, he was perfectly
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satisfied that the course which he had been pursuing was well calculated
to ruin him and his people. True to his professions he this day appeared
with seventy-nine of his people, men, women: and chiJdren, including
some who joined since his conversion, and redeEmed his promise. He told
me that many of his f!·iends were out hunting, whom he could and would
bring over, on their return. I now have no doubt of his sincerity, and as
little that the greatest difficulty is surmounted.
Very respectfully,
·
WILEY THOMPSON.
Gen. GEo. GIBSON.

SEMINOLE AGENCY, June 3, 1835.
SIR: I have deferred any action on your instructions of the 1st ultimo,
until the Department shall decide upon the recommendation made by Gen . .
Chnch, Lieut. Harris, and myself, as the decision may make a change oC
1hose instructions necessary.
By the 3d article of the treaty of Payne's Landing, ''the United States
agree to distribute, as they arrive at their new homes in the Creek Territory, _
west of the Mississippi river, a blanket and a homespun frock, to each of
the warriors, women and children, of the Seminole tribe of Indians."
The ordinary dress of the Seminole females is a wTapper, and petticoats
of the same material. If, under the above quoted article of the treaty, the
females are to be furnished with a dress of the form usually worn by them,
it will, I presume, be proper to exhibit specimens of that dress also, and
contract for a proper proportion of them to be made.
. WILEY THOMPSON .
.Gen. G. GIBSON, Com. Gen. Sub.

E:n:IIGRA'l'ION OF INIUANS,

Ojjice Cont. Gen. ~~ub. June >12, 1835.
SIR: Your letter of the 20th April, in relation to the employmept of an
interpreter; was referred, on the 13th of May, to the Indian office, ·and was ·
not acted on there, because the subject to which it relates was deemed to
belong peculiarly to the emigration of Indi~ns. It was accordingly ·referred
to this office a few days since. G~neral Gibson ]s absent, and I therefor,e
consulted the Acting Secretary of War upon it. He declines giving any
instructions on account of the length of time which has elapsed since the
man was employed. It is proper, therefore, that the matter should he over
till the Secretary of War returns, when it shall be attended to.
Respectfully, &c.
J. H. HOOK. U. S. A.
j _ct. Corn. /S'ub . .
Brev. Brig. Gen. D. L. CLINCH,
U. S. Arrn.y, ~Port J(ing, Florida.

,,.
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LITTLE RocK, A. T. June 13, 1835.
Herewith I have the honor to transmit a contract, with bond entered into on the 3d instant, for supplying the Seminole Indians with ~ub .
sistence, from the 1st proximo, to the 31st December, 1836.
Very respectfully,
Your obedient servant,
J. BROWN, Capt. U. 8. A1·my,
.
•·· SIR:

Dis. Agt. Indifln
Gen. GEo.

](en~.

GIBSON, _

Com. Gen. Sub. Washington, D. C.

SEMINOLE AGENCY,

June 18, 1835.

SrR: Your letter of tqe 21st ult. addressed to General Clinch, Lieutenant

Harris; and myself, has been received, in which you say that " the assent
of the chief is to be attributed, it would seem, to the declaration made by
General Clinch, that if they declined to remove voluntarily they would be
removed by force." This declaration had been, previously :rpade by General
Clinch, and repeated by myself, uuder the authority of the Department.
As you add a grave expression of approbation of the act of making it on
the occasion referred to, it would seem that the sentence quoted above was
intended as a reply to a remark in my letter to the Secretary of War of the
27th of April. When I say this course, (referring to the assuran~es which
had been given to the· negroes and Indians that removal west would, more
than any thing else, serve to perpetl1ate their present relations,) added to
·the indefatigable exertions which General C.linch and myself have made,
has secured the results which you have exhibited in the accompanying
report. If you will do me the justice to believe that I have been honest,
frank, vigilant, and faithful, in the discharge of my official duties,· my apology for thus noticing your remark (should an apology be thought neces.
sary) will be obvious to you.
Five of the principal chiefs, with several of the sub-chiefs, who acknowledged the validity of their treaties on the occasion referred to, had informed
us, previous to the day on which General Clinch made the declaration to
which you refer, that they were in favor of emigration, and they promised
t0 take open and decided ground in council, but were deterred by their fears
of those oppose d to emigration. The chief Fue-e-luster Hajo, whose arrival
had been delayed by sickness, reachgd the agency in the evening (after the council had adjourned) of the day on which General Clinch made the declaration. I gave to him, in my o.ffice, a view of the state of matters, and
in reply to my remark that the friendly chiefs who had been in council that
day were too timid, said, that if he should lose his life for doing his duty,
he had but one to lose; and that sick as he was, he had come for the express purpose of declaring himself openly in counCil in favor of emigration.
Some of the other friendly chiefs were present, and, inspired with confidence by.,the firmness of Fue-e-lnster Hajo, they ~ame out decidedly in
favor of emigration, in open counc.il, the succeeding day. Far be from me
a disposition to withhold any thing from ' General Clinch, for indeed his
course and exertions here are worthy of all commendation ; but I felt it due
to myself to notice your remark by giving a concise statement of facts.
I Lave not deposed any chief or chiefs of this nation. According to the
1
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custom of these Indians, their national council is composed of the chiefs and
sub-chiefs, .some of whom had, on the occasions referred to, as well as on
previous occasions, declined to acknowledge the validity of their treaties.
I was instructed to commence the removal. Many questions preliminary
to, and intimately connected with, removal, must, of necessity, be adjusted
with these people in cQuncil. The idea of submitting- such questions to
those who obstinately persist in opposition to removal, struck me as being .
nltogether absurd. I therefore declared in council, that I would no longer
consider the malcontents as chiefs forming a part of the national council
for the adjustment of questions touching the subject of their emigration,.
unless they should, on reflection, come to the conclusion to do their duty,
by acknowledging the validity of their treaties, which I trusted they would
soon do, as they would thereby be reinstated in all their privileges as mem bers of the council ; and that I should henceforth look to the chiefs who
had acknowledged the validity of their treaties, with sueh as mety subsequently sign that acknowledgment, as representing the whole nation in ·
/
council in the adjustment of the questions referred to.
The internal concerns of these people have been no further interferred
with by me, of whichthey are sensible, as the malcontent chiefs have continued to exercise their usual authority and privileges in all other respects.
If a modification of this regulation should be thought requisite, do me, the
favor to instruct me on the subject.
Very respectfully,
Your obedient servant,
WILEY THOMPSON.
Mr. C. A. HARRIS.

Acting .Secretary of War.

June 19, 1835.
SrR: Your letter of the 26th illt. has been received. I had tio idea that
it would be expedient to send Colonel Yancey home, with the view to recall
him in the fall, if he w.puld be thereby subjected to the Joss of the expense
of travel, because, as you properly observe, the expense would be inordinate
compared with his income. It occurred to me as being possible that the
Department might, under the existing circumstances, give him leave of absence until the fall, and pay the expense of his travel. Such an arrangement would have been a great relief to him ; and the indulgence would
have been such as his age and previous service might, to some extent, justify. In any view of the subject, I feel it my duty to call the attention of
the Department to it.
Colonel Yancey informs me (of which I believe I apprised the Department) that assistant agents, connected with the emigration of Indians, have
been, in some instances 'heretofore, allowed the expense of their travel from
their residence to their post. If such has been the case, permit me to express a hope that the same liberality will be extended to him. He has
fr~nkly informed me that he is poor, and that his pecuniary circumstances
.and condition are embarrassed. The expense of his long travel from his
residence to this post will, if he is compelled to defray it, be somewhat op-pressive to him. I make this appeal with some confidence, because I have
no doubt that one object with the Department in appo~nting Colonel Yancey
SEMINOLE AGENCY,
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to this service, was to afford him pecuniary aifl. .I promptly repealed the
regulation which prohibited the sale of arms, powder, and lead, to these
Indians. Yet I am satisfied that its operation had been salutary, and I be1leve it would have continued to be so if it had been maintained.
WILEY THOMPSON.
Major J. H. HooK,
Acting Cmmnissary General of Subsistence.

EMIGRATION OF INDIANS,

Office Com. Gen. of Sub. July 1, 1835.
Sm: Your communications of the 3d ultimo are received. You have
my permission to pass a month or two for the recovery of your health, at
the medicinal springs of Virginia, or elsewhere, if it meets the sanction of
General W. Thompson, special agent.
On application to the 'l,reasury, in reference to the remittance of $10,000
to New Orleans, the officers of that Department exhibited the receipt of the
cashier of the Union Bank of Louisiana, dated the 9th April last, for the
amougt, and of instructions to hold the same subject to your order. Your
check has: therefore, been improperly refused. It may be remarked, the
other remittances have also reached their destination. ·
Respectfully, &c.
GEO. GIBSON, C. G. S.
Lieut. J. W. HARRis,
Disbursing Agent, Seminoles, Fort King, Florida.

FoRT KING, FLoRIDA,

July 20, lt;35.
Sm: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your communications of the 9th and 23d May.
Enclosed with this: are Joel Yancey's receipts for $184, being amount
ofpay due from 1st June to 16th July inclusive, forwarded in blank receipt agreeably to your directions.
My quarterly returns will be covered by the next mail. They have been
delayed chiefly through inability to sit at my table. Your earliest ad vices
arc again respectfully solicited, concerning sundry suggestions made in the
report of Gen. Thompson, &c. of the 24th, and in my letter of the 29th of
April last.
I bave the honor to be, &c.
JOSEPH W. HARRIS,
Lt. Disb'g Agt. Florida Indians.
Brig. Gen. GEoRGE GIBSON,
Comm·issary. General, o/c ..

SEMINOLE AGENCY,

July 20, 1835.

SIR: On the 3d ultimo I addressed you on the subject of the frocks to be

furnished to the Seminole Indians m-ider the 3d article of the treaty of
Payne:s Landing, entered into between the United States and the Seminole

Indians in 1832:
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If the transportation of these people to their new home, is to be by water1
as 1 trust it will, the port of New York shou1d be visited by the disbursing
agent, for the purpose of obtaining transports, where they can be more
readily obtained, and on more favorable terms than at any other point.
Should this be determined on, I submit to you whether it would not be
best to contract in that city for the requisite number of frocks? Should you
agree with me in opinion, that a better contract can be obtained in New
York, than in the city of New Orl~ans, specimen frocks can, under your
instructions, be sent to "\Vashington or New York, and the contract filled in
time for the frocks to be shipped by the transports from the city of New
York.
Respectfully, &c.
WILEY THOMPSON.
Gen. GEo. GIBSON.

EMIGRATION OF INDIANS,

Qffice Com. Gen. of Sub. July 22, 1835.
SrR: I have to-day received yours of the 19th ult. Colonel Yancey
is right in regard to alluwances having been made to assistant agents .for
travelling expenses from their places of residence to their posts. But the
rule is now estaplished, as a reference to the circular of the 28th February
last, of which you have been sent a copy, will show, " that the pay of no
agent will commence till he reports for duty to his immediate superintendent."
Respectfully, &c.
GEO.GIBSON, C G.&
Gen. VVILEY THoMPSo~,
Supt. Removal Sen-,inoles, Scm. Agency, Florida.

S£MINOLE AGENCY,

August 1,,.-183!1.
SrR: I herewith endose to you statements of agents and others employecL
in the removal and subsistence of the Florida Indians in the two first quarters of the present year.
Do me the favor to send me a supply of blank forms for these quarterly
returns.
In the operation of appraising and selling the cattle belonging to the
Serninoles, it will be necessary to select some point or points, convenient
for an assemblage of the white settlers who may wish to purchase. I am
much at a loss in making the selection. Should the sales be made at this
post, or any point within the Indian boundary: a host of speculators would
thereby be brought into the nation, many of whom, it is to be feared, would
throw embarrassments in our way by tampering with these people. It is u
fact, notorious here, that too large a portion of the population bordering
upon these Indians, are so disposed ; and that I am in bad odor with them
because I have been able (thank heaven), to restrain, to some consiqerabJ..e
extent, their swindling practices upon t~1e Indians, hy keeping the former
without, and the latter within, the Indian boundary.
·
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Alaclnaa county lies adjoining the northern boundary of the Indian reservation, which, with the next adjoining county, contains a considerable
population. The village of Micoanopa, is in Alachua county, twenty-six
miles from this post, and about seventeen from the Indian line. 1 therefore
suggest Micoanopa, or some convenient point between that and the line,
as one place of sale. Some place in the neighborhood of Pila~ka, on _the
St. John's river, might be selected. Another point favorable to the obJect
may be selected on the. St. John's. river, east of the reservation.
Your advice and instructions are respectfully ~olicited.
Respectfl_1lly, &c.
WILEY THOMPSON.
Gen. G. GIBSON.

Fon.T KING, FLORIDA, August 3, 1835.
SIR: I have the honor to acknowledge yours of the 1st ultimo, obligingly

granting me permission to pass a month or two at the Virginia Spa, or elsewhere, for the recovery of my health.
In consequence of the lateness of the season, and my present state of
health forbidding immediate journeying, I shall be unable to avail myself
of your polite indulgence. I have also the honor to forward, under cover
with this,_my account current, statement of agents, and retnrn of provisions
for the ~cond quarter; illness having chiefly prevented my making these
returns before.
The present prospects of emigration are promising. It is probable the
superintendent of the rep1oval will shortly make his requisition upon me for
subsisten·ce and transportation. Should he require water carriage, I sh~ll
doubtlessly set out for New York by the close of this or the commencement
of the coming month. Should land transportation be required, I cannot
too soon be niaking ready, if it is contemplated to remove the Indians before
the spring. It must be constantly borne in mind that the Mississippi bottoms, indeed the land for one hundred miles west, after crossing the river,
is impassable in the months of January, February, and March.
I am, sir, with great respect, &c.
JOSEPH W. HARRIS,

Disb. Agent, Florida Indians.

Brig.

.. .'~

Gen. GEoRGE GIBSON,

Comm~issary

General,

o/c.

August 13, 1835.··
SIR: Since I have been here I have not troubled you with any communication, knowing that the various and ramified duties of your offic~ would
sufficiently occupy your attention in corresponding with the principal Indian
agents, exclusive of those in -subordinate capacities, among which J am
here; but, seeing that in my commission of the 2d of March last as an
~ssistant agent in the removal of the Seminole Indians,· (west,) reference
1s made to a provision in the printed instructions transmitted me then,
relative to what comp~nsation I should be entitled to in going west with
n: detachment of Indians, I have concluded, as it was alluded to cin
SEl\:liNOLE AGENCY,
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·my commissim1, that it was contemplated by you that I was to go,
as a part of .my duty, as assistant agent. Under that impression, I applied
i.(} General Thompson, the special agent~ for advice and instructions, and he
preferred my applying to you, whio2h I do now, that I may know explicitly
when the time of starting shall arrive, and even before then, whether it is
yo1u pleasure and expectation that I am to go, and knowing that yon are
-the dernier resort in case of any ambiguity, I make this appeal to you for
your'declsion; and having had a daughter married spring before last, who
has with her husband settled in Boonville, on Missouri river, I could go by
and see her on my way home. Please to send me your decision as soon as
convenient after the reception of this.
I am, ~ir, with sentiments of great respect,
Your friend and obedient servant,
JOEL YANCEY.
The Hon. LEwis CAss,

Secretary of l!Var, lVashington City.
. P. S. As the removal of the Indians west of the Mississippi is thP object
the Government has in view, and as I am commissioned as an assistant
.agent in that service, I conclude that my services as an auxiliary would'" not
cease previous to their arrival west of the Mississippi river.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JOEL YANCEY.

ST. AuGusTINE, August 24, 1835.
GENERAL: I have the honor to request yotu attention to the subject of a
-communication, made to the Secretary of War by me last spring, in favor
of a .Mr, 'Vinslet, for services, &c. rendered as interpreter to the troops stationed at Tampa Bay and its vicinity, which I learned was referred froin
the War Department to the Department under your control. Mr. Winslet
has long been an active ar1d faithful friend to the cause of emigi'ation, and
in his present character gf interpreter, &c. at Tampa Bay, has rendered important services, and been at very great expense, as will appear by reference
to a letter addressed to me by Major Zantzinger, which accompanied my
communication to the Secretary of War. Your attention to this subject
will be an act of justice to a faithful agent of the Government, and will be
acknowledged by me.
·
In haste, I remain, general,
With high respect and esteem,
Your friend,
D. L. CLINCH, B. B. 9'· c.
General G. GIBSON.
EMIGRATION

OF lNDIAKS,

Office Com. Gen. Sub . .August 26, 1835.
SrR: I have just received yours of the 1st instant, and hasten to reply
to it, that so far as the subject of which it treats is connected with the removal of the Florida Indians, it may be disposed of speedily.
·
In my letter of the 3d of April: ultimo; yon will find fnll directions as to

[ Doc. No. 271. ]
the mode of procedure in the sale of cattle.; and I refer you to that letter·
by which I wish you particularly to be governed, except that it will ll{)t be
necess~ry to brand the cattle, in as much as those frauds which that was.
intended to prevent, cannot be practised, if all the Indians remove at once.
You recommend several points at which sales should be made. I have
no objection to your pursuing the cOtus~ indicated. In fine, I leave to your
discretion every part of the business, not necessarily affecting my instructions above referred to; for I feel confident you will exercise it for the·
benefit of the Indians.
Assistant agent Yancey has been pointed out as the person to perform
this duty. It will) I believe, require at least one other person; and you are
authorized to employ such person at four dollars a day, in full of all expenses. But you will, before the agents undertake the duty, see that they
comprehend properJy the mode of its performance, that they may be able.
to furnish you such information as is demanded by the instructions to be·
embraced in the " stateinent of cattle."
A copy of the "statement" will be furnished to me as soon as it is made ..
Lieutenant Harris recommends that the " hog::;" belonging to the Indians,
should be considered as cattle, and valued and sold accordingly. This
cannot be done. He also recommends that the porieys should be packed
into Tampa Bay, just before embarking, and there sold at public sale, after
valuation by the appraising agent. I would approve of this course in pre-·
terence to their being driven round by land; but it must not be understood
that the United States will furnish other poneys in 1· eu of them, west of the
Mississippi, or, as in the case with their obligations with regard to cattle,
that they will pay the Indian the difference between the valuation and the
sale. But I should desire, in case the plan of packing them in and selling
them would answer, that every facility be given by the agents by way of
securing to the Indians the full value of their poneys. You will consider
this maturely, and report to me upon it without delay.
I will advert to the postscript of your letter of 27th April last. The
letter was replird to, bnt you recommended in the postscript, evidently in
connection with the former part of the letter, that an assistant agent of
sober, steady habits, should be employed to aid in the removal, in case it is
procrastinated in accordance with the joint report made by General Clinch,
yourself, and Lieutenant Harris. I am directed to say, that, if the present
assistant agent is incompetent: he will be suspended by you ; and if the
grounds of the suspension be approved, he will be discharged. But I cannot conceal the desire, that, if with proper admonition, he may be able to
perform his duty, you should consent to his continuance in service. I do
not apprehend any difficulty in supplying competent assistants : they will,.
without doubt, be obtained from the military service, as contemplated by
the instructions you have already received. If it can be done, the agents
shall consist of officers and non-commis;;ioned officers, selected under the
diredion of General Clinch; from his command; of this you will be duly
informed.
,
I have consulted the Secretary of War, in regard to the Indian frocks,
have recommended the pro':.uring them at the north. You will, agreeto the intimation in yonr letters of the 3d June and 20th July, have~. specuner1s made, say three sizes for males and females, each. And, that
may be the least practicable delay, you can ship them to Baltimore,
adelphia, or New York, according as the first opportunity may serve,
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addressed to the quartermaster of the United States Army at either place.
You will at the same time a9-vise me of the shipment, and write by mail to
the officer to whom the frocks are sent, stating to · him that I will instruct
him further in relation to them.
Lieutenant Harris's going to New York is approved. Instructions in
relation to his duties will be forwarded to him there, of which you shall
have copies.
Respectfully, &c.
GEO. GIBSON, C. G. S.
Gen. WILEY THoMPsoN,

Superintendent Seminole Removal,
rort IGng, F'lorida.

El'HvRATION oF INDIANs,

Office Com. Gen. Sub. August 27, 1835.
· SI R : I have just received yours of the 3d instant. Your going to New
York is entirely approved. But I have been unable, until now, to instruct
you on the S:J.bject of the Seminole removal. The Secretary of War has
only returned to this city within a few days; and the press of other matter
has hitherto precluded action upon many of the propositions contained in
the joint report of Generals Clinch, Thompson, and yourself. You will
find enclosed a copy of a letter of yesterday's date, to General Thompson :
it will inform you upon some of the matters connected with your duties.
As soon as you can do so, you will report to me the result of your inquiries in the port of New York for transportation. Shortly after that
reaches me, you shall receive definite instructions in regard thereto. Whatever engagements it may be thought proper to make, must of course be
based upon the prospects of the removal; and it is hoped that you h(}ve
an understanding with the superintendent, by which you may be enabled,
through the most accurate information to be conveyed to you, to run as little
risk as possible of the expenditure of money unnecessarily. I am willing,
however, even with no additional assurances beyond those you have re-.
ceived from your own observation and experience, that you should proceed
with the business 0~1 hand.
Respectfully, &c.
GEO. GIBSON, C. G. 8.
Lieut. JosEPH vV. HARRIS,
Disbursing Agent Seminoles,
New York City.

SEMINOLE AGENCY ,

August 29, 1835.
SrR: I herewith submit to you a general plan of operations for theremoval of the Seminole Indians. You will perceive that I have, in the
adoption of this plan, been cmnpelled to predicate my estimates upon conjecture. The impossibility of obtaining a census of t.b.e' llation, added to
the continued obstinate disaffection of some of the principal chiefs and their
followers, forms a prolific source of perplexity and embarrassment.

/
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I have resorted to all practicable means of information to ascertain, with a
probable approach to precision, the actual number of the whole Seminole people; and I am induced to believe, that it but very little exceeds three thousand.
Upon the voluntary assent of all the chiefs, a successful and correct valuation and sale of the Indian cattle mainly depends. Should a portion of the
chiefs; or any one of them, persist in their refusal to surrender their cattle,
loss to the lndians, or to the United States, wtll inevitably accrue, as the
disaffected chiefs with their follow~rs must be assembled at the point of the
bayonet. In that case it will, perhaps, be impossible to identify their cattle,
as ~twill be necessary, after taking custody of them, to keep them closely
guarded until they reach their new home. The importan:::e ot cutting off all
intercourse, as far. as practicable, bttween the whites anrl the Indians, forbids the selection of any point within the Indian limits, for the exposition
of the cattle for sale. I have, therefore, concluded to select two points on
the Indian border, at which, on given days, cattle will be received from
such Indians and Indian negroes as ·may voluntarily surrender them there,
and cause them to be immed~ately appraised, branded and sold,. of which sale
ample previous notice shall be given; and rely upon taking advantage of circumstances to accomplish the appraisement and sale of the cattle belonging to
the disaffected. If some plan could be devised and executed, by which the
Indian poneys could be disposed of here, instead of sending them over land
to Arkansas, it would relieve the Government from considerable trouble and
expense now, and much perplexity in future, as there can be but little doubt
that duriug a transportation by land, many of the poneys wpuld die or be
lost, and the balance reach the new country broken down, which would produce great dissatisfaction among the Indians, and would lay the fomidation
of numerous claims for indemnity. In my letter of the 20th ultimo, addressed to you, I suggested the expediency of a conttact being made in
New York for a supply of Indian frocks tii1der the 3d article of the treaty
of Payne:s Landing, provided the disbursing agent should visit that post
for the purpose of obtaining transports. As Lieut. Harris will visit Ne\V
York for the purpose of procuring six transports, I venture to recommend
that he be instructed to f'.ontract, in that city, for the requisite number of
frocks, and ship them on board the transports which he may obtain. ';rhe
material and the labor of making it into frocks can be obtained jn Ne\v York
on terms more favorable to the Government than in New Orleans. Besides, there is no homespun here of the requisite quality, out of which to make
specimen frocks, and it is a considerable distance from this post to where
they can be obtained. On .the 3d of June last, I addressed to you an inquiry, as to the propriety of furnishing to the Seminole females, wrappers
and petti~oats, the form of dress usually worn by them: instead of the fi·ock~
(which is exclusively worn by the males,) as provided for qy the treaty, to
which I have not yet received an answer. These considerqJions have induced me to suggest the arrangement, as abqve described, and l have furnished Lieut. Harris, with an Indian frock, to be exhibited as a sample of
the form. Lieut. Harris can select the requisite quality. Should you disapprove of this suggestion, do me the favor to appri~e me immediately, and
tell me whether any, and i( any, what number of female frocks shall be
made. I am decidedly of the opinion that individuals detailed from the
army, as conductors, assistant conductors, laborers, &c.: \vould be most effective and economical, they having had more experience than citizens.
Besides, judging from my knowledge of the white population in this section
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of country, I do not th,nk a sufficient number of competent persons could
be obtained here to fill those stations. The present temper of many of
th~se Indians, added to the restless, irritable, and fiery temperament which
characterize the Seminoles generally, suggests the propriety of a sufficient
guard on board of each transport, to enforce subordination and maintain a
proper police. I shall soon greatly need the aid of some efficient man, as
assistant special agent; my recommendation of Mr. David M. Sheffield is
already before you, whom I beg you will consider in nomination by me
for that appointment. The names of the interpreters, and all others to be
employed; shall in due time be reported to you.
I think Lieut. Harris will need the aid of an assistant in the peformance of
the arduous duties devolving upon him. As the appraisement and sale of
the Indian c_attle is to be a forced bu,siness, I submit to you the importance
of associating some intelligent active man with Colonel Yancey in the performance of that dutv.
I submit herewith. copi~s of my letters of the 28th instant, one addressed
to General Clinch, one to the Governor of the 'rerritory, and .one to Lieut.
Harri~. You wiU perceive from my lett~r to Lieut. Harris, that I have confided much to his experience, judgment, and discretion, a confidenee which~
I am sure, you will not consider misplaced.
Lieut. Harris will visit ·washington on his way to the north, to whom I
beg leave to refer you for such explanations as you may desire, and for general
information relative to the existing state of affairs here.
Very respectfully,
Your obedient servant,
WILEY "fHOMPSON,

Superintendent removal.
Gen. G.

GIBSON.

WAR DEPARTMENT, August 29, 1835.
SIR: Since my return to the Department yourletter of the 18th June has
been laid before me.
It is not necessary for me to enter in much detail on the subject presented
by you. I understand from Mr. Harris that he communicated to you the
President's views on the subject of the chiefs whom you declined to recognise in all questions connected with the removal of the Seminoles._ I understand that the President deemed this course an incorrect one; and it
seems to me obviously liable to strong objections. We do not assume the
right of determining who shall be the ehiefs in the various Indian tribes;
this is a matter of internal police which must necessarily be left to themselves. And if; when we have a grave matter for adjustment with one of
the tribes, we undertake to say it shall be determined by a particular class
of individuals, we certainly should.render ourselves obnoxious to censure.
It appears to me the proper course, upon important questions, is to treat directly with the tribe itself; and if they depute their chiefs, or any,other individual to act for them, we must either recognise such authority or abandon the object in view.
I do not doubt the correctness of your motives ; I have every confidence
in your faithful and zealous execution of your duties; and I have every reason to be satisfied with your general course, and with the results that are in

L·
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prospect. I do not see that this difficult and delicate affair connected with
th~ removal of the Seminole Indians, particularly in the state of mind
evmced by.them, could have been manag~d with more prudence and judgment than 1t has been done by General Clmch and yourself.
Respectfully, &c.
LEWIS CASS,
Secretary of War:
General WILEY THoMPSoN,
Supt. Sem. R em. Serrt. Agency, Florida.

EMIGRATION OF INDIANS,
Office Com. Gen. of Sub. September 2, 1835.
Sm : In consequence of the important character of a letter addressed to
you from this office, under date of the 26th ultimo, a copy thereof is herewith enclosed.
Address this office a.c:; heretofore.
Respectfully, &e.
J. H. HOOK, U. S. Army,
Acting _Com. Sub.
General WILEY THoMPsoN,
Sup. Sem. Rem. _Fort King, Florida.

SEMINOLE AGENCY, September 3, 1.835.
Sm: I herewith enclose for your information a copy of the ." general
plan of operations" which I have adopted. for the removal of the Seminole
[ndians to Rock Row, on White river.
The disaffection of several of the principal chiefs of this tribe, with their
immediate dependants, renders it utterly impossible to obtain a correct
census of the tribe. I have assumed that the round number of three thou&'l.nd embraces all of every description. This assumption is based upon thebest attainable data ; and yet the estimate is involved in much uncertainty,
as indeed, th~ successful progress of the whole enterprise is. ·
l will promptly apprise you of the progress of my operations, and of any
chanrres that circumstances m ay render indispensable or unavoidable.
.
~
Respectfully, &c.
\VILEY THOMPSON,
Supt. Seminole RemovaJ.
eaptaimJ. BROW K .

EJ.VIIGRA'l'ION OF INDIANS,
qjfice Com. Gen. of Sub. September 3, 1835.
StR: The Secretary of War has received a letter from assistant agent
Yancey, who is desirous of going west with the emigration. If the original plan of removing one-third at a time, had been acted upon, it might be.
very proper for him to remain behind ; but his services will not be wa.ntetl
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in Florida, after tl1e emigration starts, and, therefore: the Secretary is willing that he shall accompany it to the west of the Mississippi.
·
.
Respectfully, &c.
J. H. HOOK, U. S. Army,
Acting Com. 8ub.
General WILEY THoMPsoN,
Sup. Rem. Sem. Fort King, F'lorida.

EMIGRATION OF INDIANS,
Office Com. Gen. of Sub. September 8, 1835.
SIR : Agreeably to an intimation already given you: application has been
made to the Secretary of War for a detail of officers and non-commissioned
officers to act temporarily as agents in the Seminole removal. Instructions
have issued from the office of the Adjutant General to General Clinch to detail from his command " four officers and six )1on-commissioned officers or
privates, provided this number can be detailed without injury to ~he service." They will act under the direction of General Thompson and yourself, according to circumstances.
Yon were addressed at New York from this office on the 27th ultimo.
Enclosed is a copy of a letter of the 3d instant to General Thompson.
Respectfully, &c.
J. H. HOOK, U. S. Army,
Acting Com. Su&.
Lieut. JosEPH W. HARRis,
Dis. A{Jent Sem. Fort J(ing, Florida.

EMIGRATION OF l.KDIANS,
Office. C01n. Gr;n. of Sub. September 8, 1835.
SrR: 'I'herc will be a detail, at a suitable time, to be indicated by you,
from the command of General Clinch: of four officers and six non-commissioned officers, "provided this number can be detailed without injury
to the service." They will act as temporary assistants in the Seminole removal under the direction of yoursdf and Lieutenant' Harris, according to.
circumstances.
Respectfully, &c.
J. H. HOOK, U. S. Jirmy:
Act. Corrt. Sub.
Gen. VVILEY THOMPSON,
Sup. Removal Seminolesj Fort King, Florida.
EMIGRATION OF INDIANS,
Office Com. Gen. of Sub. Septembe'r 10, 1835.
SIR : During the absence of the Secretary of War from this city, your
letter to the Adjutant General jn relation to the claim of Mr. Winslet, for
compensation as interpreter, with an enclos<:'d letter to you from Major
Zantzinger on the same subject, was referred to this office. No dPI'ision.
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could be made, as it had not been officially made known before his employment that Mr. Winslet's services were necessary, until the Secretary's return ; since which the first opportunity has been taken of calling his attmi- ·
tion to it. The following is the decision which has been. made known to
the superintendent. That Mr. Winslet be allowed two dollars and a half
a day for the period during which he has necessarily used a horse4 and at
the rate of forty dollars a month at other times. If his services should be
demanded in future, the superintendent will employ him on the above
mentioned terms.
Respectfully, &c.
J. H. HOOK, U. S. Anny,
Acting Cmn: Sub.
Brevet Brig. Gen. D. L. CI. INcH,
U. S. Arn~y, St. Augustine, Florida.
N. B. Since writing the foregoing, your Jetter to the Commissary General
of Subsistence, dated 24th ultimo, has come to hand.
EMIGRATION OF INDIANS,

Office Com . . Gen. of Sub. September 10, 1835.
SIR: General Clinch has recommended that Mr. Winslet, employed by
you as interpreter, be allowed compensation for his services. The Secretary of War has decided that whilst Mr. Winslet necessarily used a horse
in performance of the dt~ty, he be allowed two dollars and fifty cents a day,
at other times, at the rate of forty dollars a month.
If his services are needed, you are hereby authorized to continue him at
the same rate of emolument. It will be proper, in' your requisitions for
his pay, to certify to the fact of his having used a horse whenever th~
higher pay is allowed.
Respectfully, &c.
J. H. HOOK, U. S. Army,
Acting Com. Sub.·
Gen. Wn"EY 'l..,HOMPsoN,
8up. Seminole Removal, Fort fling, Florida.
SEMINOLE AGENCY, September 21,)835.
Sm: In compliance with your instructions of the 26th ultimo, relative
to Indian poneys, I have the honor to report, that the settlement on and
about 'rampa Bay, exclusive of the cantonment at what is called 'Tampa,
does not consist of more than twenty to thirty families, as I am info rmed
and believe, at)d a majprity of them quite poor. This settlement is separated from the other settled parts of Florida, by the Seminole .country.
The distance which intervenes between the Tampa settlement and the
civilized settlers is, perhaps, more than one hundred miles. J do
not think that more than from twenty to thirty poneys could be sold at that
pomt, for any thing like an equivalent.
I do Rot believe that the Indians could be induced to assent to the arran~~em.ent which you suggest. ~rhey might possibly be indnced to conto the experiment being made in a more thickly populated section of
Territory, especially if I could personally superintend such experiment
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to guard their interest. I have been laboring to induce the Indians to em.
brace every opportunity to sell their poneys ; and during the past spring
and summer, somewhere about fifty were sold at very good prices . .
I j]ave had a thought of proposing to the Indiaxis, the plan of selling
their poneys at ·the times and places, when and where the cattle are to be
sold. ' Public notice of the sale of the cattle could also embrace·the poneys,
and sales of the latter could be made privately or at auction, ns the respective owners might prefer, and still a surplus will be on hand to be disposed
of here, or driven over land to Arkansas.
I ko not know what disposition can be made of the hogs: The continued disaffection of many of the Indians presents, in the poneys, cattle
and hogs, a source of much anxiety and perplexity.
Respectfully, &c.
WILEY THOMPSON.
General G. GIBSON.
P. S. I herewith enclose a copy of my letter to Captain J. Brown.

SEMINOLE AGENCY, September 21, 1835.
SIR : Your letter of the 26th ultimo, has been received, and I advert
separately to your re~ly to the postscript to my letter of the 27th of April
]ast. My recommendation that an efficient man of sober steady habits,
should be appointed to' aid the special agent in the performance of the
higher duties of his station, was made under the influence of my general
impressions, and deep conviction of the importance of those qualifications
in public agents, especially when engaged in a service as arduous and delicate as this is. Candor, however, demands of me the admission, that the
reported and apparent habits of the assistant agent (now here) about that
time were calculated, somewhat, to force that conviction more deeply into
my mind. About the period referred to, I admonished him in a respectful
and friendly, but plain manner. He promptly corrected ·what was thought
to be wrong, and his habits have ever .since been, (as far as I know,) sober
and steady. He is, I think, honest and faithful, and heartily disposed to
afford me all possible aid in forwarding the views of the Government. I
have no intention or wish to to suspend him : on the contrary I should
derive much satisfaction from being able to serve him, as I believ~ him to
be an honest and needy man. He will be fully competent to the perfDrmance of the duty assigned to him: aided as he will be in obedience to your
instructions. I have hitherto considered Col. Yancey an assistant agent,
appointed in conformity to the 5th article of the treaty of 1832, with the
Seminole Indians, for the purpose of valuing the cattle to be surrendered
by them. The 4th paragraph under the head of " special ll.gents" in the
"regula!ions concerning the removal of the Indians," induced me to suppose
that the nomination of ordinary employees in removal of the Indians,
would be expected of me ; hence my recommendation of Mr. D. M. Shef.
:field. If, however, it was intended that Colonel Yancey shol.1ld fill the
station for whi<::h I recommended Mr. Sheffield, I must frankly, (with great
reluctance) s·ay, that 1 do not think he will be of much service. I ought
to have the aid of a ready writer, quick of apprehension, enterprising, and
of business tact. The duty of thus expressing my opinion, is the mme
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unpleasant, because it is not natural to suppose that Colonel Yancey would
be able duly to appreciate my motives.
·
Very respectfully,
Your obedient servant,
·wiLEY THOMPSON.
Gen. G. GIBSON.

September 21, 1835.
SrR: Your letter of th@ 29th ult. has been received, and I am gratified
to lean: that you approve of my general course in the performance of my
official duties. In drawing up the joint report of Gen. Clinch, Lieutenant
Harris and myself, addressed to the Department, ~lr. Harris used terms
which, as I understand by the Acting Secretary's letter, induced the President to suppose that I had deposed five of the princi19al chiefs: the President disapproved of the deposition of the chiefs by a Government agent.
If I had deposed the chiefs, I should have been in error. lVIr. Harris has
since informed me, that he did not intend to convey the idea which was
entertained by the President. In the hurry of the moment, the phraseology of the sentence was overlooked. My declaration on the occasion
was simpiy, that I should no longer consider the disaffected as chiefs forming a part of the national council, for , the adjustment of questions connected with emigration; but that I should in future conside1· those chiefs
who acknowledge the validity of the treaties, as representing the whole nation, in the adjustment of such question; and I have done so because it appeared to me to be absurd to submit questions in contemplation of the emigration, to those who had directly negatived the main question. Not long
since, the route to be pursued in the removal became the subjec.t of discussion between myself and the friendly chiefs, and I had considerable
difficulty in obtaining their unconditional consent to the adoption of the
water route. In this, however, I finally succeeded. If the qu estion had
been submitted to the chiefs generally, I have no idea that the same conclusion would have beet;l arrived at. rrhe question as to the route, involves
the main question, which regards the removal; the main question has been
negatived by the disaffected -; they would therefore have objected to the
water route, especially as the friendly chiefs were disposed to do so, which
would have confirmed the latter in their opposition. I was of opinion that
such questions ought to be submitted alone to the friendly chiefs, as it is
determined that the treaty shall be carried into effect, in disregard of the
objections of the disaffected chiefs. If l am wrong in this view of the subject I desire to be put right. I have not attempted to depose any chief, nor
have I interfered in the internal concerns of these people, further than is expre3sed above. A large portion of these Indians are in a very destitutecondition. If the stipulations of the treaty may, in your jud~ment, be so
far departed from, I would recommend that the blankets and frocks, to be
furnished in compliance with the treaty, be delivered to the Indians when
safe on board the transports. This would afford them much relief, without
which, I fear, many will suffer much. I was instructed by you, during the
last fall, to inform these Indians that the next annuity would be paid them
in their new country. The friendly chiefs say their people are in a suffering condition, and they ask, as a favor, that the next annuity be paid_befo.re
SEMINOLE AGENCY,
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the removal commences, to enable them to supply themselves with clothing.
It has occurred to me that it may have a good effect, to say to them (were I
authorized to do so) that the annuity shall be paid to them at the general
rendezvous, on Tampa Bay. The traders can be induced to furnish goods
there, and many Indians, now disaffected or indifferent, might thereby be
lured to that point. I have always been entirely opposed to any and every
thi11g having a sem!Jlance of bribery; but my observations upon the state
of things here, have brought me, through mature reflections, to the conclusion that a · small sum of nwney, judiciously ustd here, \voula serve the
cause of humanity and consult economy. Several of the principal chiefs
obstinately persist in their disaffection : three of these are influential, each
having a considerable nmnber of adherents. If these could be indnced to
yield, I think our operations \Vould then be harmonious. 'There is also a
very infium1tin1negro in the nation, who loves money, I believe, ,as well as
any person I ever saw; I allude to Abraham, ·whose uame is known at the
Department. This man accompanied the Seminole delegation to the west
as interpreter. He has (in my possession) .Major Phagan's certificate, that
he is entitled for his service to two hundred and eighty some dollars, for
which I\tlajor Phagan, on the presentation of Abraham's receipt at the Department, received credit. Abraham says he never gave a receipt; that he
has been imposed upon ; and he i~ consequently more indifferent upon the
~ubject of emigration, than I think he would otherwise have been. I 'have
little doubt that a few hundred dollars would malce hin'l zealous and active.
Should the course suggested be considered admissible, I would advise that
no money be paid, but on the production of the effect desired. '"rhe production of the desired effect would, in my estimation, ,justify the means
proposed to be used, as thereby, loss to the Indians of poneys, cattle, and
hogs, and perhaps bloodshed, would be prevented, and a consequent and
corresponding saving of expense. to the Government.
··
I have the honor to be,
Sir, very respectfully,
Your obedient servant,
WILEY THOMPSON.
Gen. GEo. GJBSON,

Com. Gen. 8ub. '.f-c.

SMITHVILLE,

N. C. Septen1-ber 29, 1835.

SIR: I have the honor to report to you, that I left the Seminole agency
on the 4th inst. That on my journey to Charleston, I was attacked with the
common bilious fever of the country; that at Charleston I was detained
with this ten days, when considering myself well enough, I embarked in
the steam packet for Norfolk, and was left sick at this place four days since.
My fever has abated, and if opportunity offers, I hope to be in Washington
in 7 to 10 days at farthest. Am too week at present to proceed by land.
I write this chiefly to advise the Department, that should it consider the
delay too great, they may appoint my guccessor.
Enclosed with this, I have the honor to cover a plan of operations . in
detail for. the removal and subsistence of Florida Indians, submitted by
myself to the special age~t, General 'Thompson; also, estimate of subsistencet based upon said plan, together with letters of advice. This docu-
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ment con'tains pretty much all my present ideas upon the subject, including my own duties, manner of getting up and closing contracts, &c.
·
In the hands of Gen. ·T hompson, at the agency, are all vouchers of dislmrsements on file; file of official letters received; statement of moneys
due United States, and where located; as also subsistence received, issued)
and on hand. These will, together with such advices as Gen. Thompson
can readily give, place a beginner about as much at home in the business
a) I am.
I also iorward by this mail an Indian hunting shirt, as a pattern for those
C!illed for by the treaty. I concur with Gen. rr. in thinking it w·ould be
economy to have them made up in New York; also, that warriors h-unting
skirts are not adapted to females; they require the petticottt and wrap]Jer.
'!'he former comrr.:.encing at the waist and covering the Jeet, the btter
ot' simple cloak fashion, without a cape, to extend half way below the knees
'l1he latter I would recommend should be e.stimated for in cloth, and given
to the squaws to be made up by themselves. As these Indians are removing to a colder climate, and as great many of them are almost, and many
qnite naked, H would be humanity to give them a homespun of mixed cotton and woollen, the more fiashy colors; the more pleasing to the Indiau. I consider the population, including negroes, not to exceed 3,000, of
which I should say 1,600 are females.
The special agent has repeatedly applied for an assistant; I think the
wdti:tre of the service requires he should have one of his own selection.
Aecept, sir, my best wishes, ·&c.
JOSEPH W. HARRIS, Lieut.

Disb'g. Agent, Florida Indians.
Brig. Gen. Geo.

GIBSON,

Com. Gen. l)·c.

ST. Au-GUSTINE, October 5, 1835.
Sm: Active operations, connected with the removal of the Seminole Indians, will soon commence, and I desire the aid of your services as an interpreter, in return for which I can only offer to you the highest rate of com'pensation that the regulati<?ns of the Dep~rtment of vVar.will allow ... I have
heretofore informed you what the prescnbed allowance IS; and satisfied as
I am that your services in that station are rec1uisite, and will be of importance in the accomplishment of the enterprise,_ I tender to yvu that a_p-~
pointment at the rate of allowance suggested. If you accept, you wtll
report to me at the Seminole agency, fo~ duty, on the first day of the ensuing month, or as soon the-;.·eafter as posSIJ:le, to accompany ~ne throug~ the
Seminole nation for the purpose of explormg the route by which the Indians,
·who are to assemble at the agency, will pass to the general rendezvous on
rrampa. Bay, and to select points for encampmsnt on the route. Your compensation will c~mmence from the date o~ your report. ~f yourself for duty~
Should you declmc, you are requested to mform me w1tnout delay.
Respectfully,
Your humble servant,

WILEY THOMPSON.

Mr.

S·I'EPHEN RrcH ARD53.

~16 ·
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ST. MARY's, GEo. October 10, 1835.

SrR: In pursuance of instructions from the Commissary General of Sub::;istence, I have this day made arrangements to ship on board the shooner

Maria, Captain Olmstead master, of and bound to New York, from this port,
a small box addressed to you, containing samples of Indian dresses, to be
held by you, subject to the order of the Commissary General of Subsistence.
Very respectfully,
Your humble servant,
"\VILEY THOMPSON"'
. Superintendent Seminole Removal.
To the QuARTERMASTER
of the U. S. Army, at New York.

ST. MARY's, Oct. 10, 1835.
SrR: I furnished Lieutenant

J. W. Harris (as I heretofore informed yori)

with a ready made Indian frock, which he will take with him to Washington. In cornplianee with your instructions of the 26th August. last, I have this
day deposited with Doctor Henry Holland, health officer of thjs post, a small
box, directed to '~the Quartermaster of the United States Army" at New York,
.containing two Indian frocks and three Indian petticoats and wrappers, to be
shipped on board the schooner Maria, Captain Olmstead master, of and for
New York. She is expected to sail on the day after to-morrow. These
frocks, petticoats, and wrappers, with the frock in the possession of Lieut.
Harris, give the three sizes, in accordance with your instructions. It was
impossible to obtain good material, and the necessity of furnishing the samples "with the least practicable delay,'' put it out of my power to have the
work executed in as good style as it would otherwise have been, and ought to
be done. The frocks, petticoats, and wrappers, therefore, show the form or
fashion, and order of trimming only. Permit me to suggest that the mateTial to be used should be of a texture calculated to protect these Indians
from the cold of a higher latitude than they have been accustomed to. [
herewith enclose to you a copy of my letter to the Quartermaster of the
United States Army at New York; also a copy of my letter to Mr. Stephen
_Richards, whose services as interpreter are indispensable.
Very respectfully,
Your obedient servant,
WILEY THOMPSON,
Superintendent Seminole Removal.
~en. GEORGE GIBSoN, Com. Gen. <;Yc.

WASHINGTON CrTY, Oct. 12, 1835.
SrR: Permit me respectfully to call your attention to the following points

connected with the removal of Florida Indians.
1st. The time fixed for assembling these Indians for removal, is the Sth
January, 1836. It is necessary that prompt and efficient measures should
l1e adopted to accomplish this object; among which are an increase of military force at Fort King, say-from two to four companies. Authority to the
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special agent, General Thompson, to draw at discretion upon Gen. Clinch
for officers, non-commissioned officers, and privates, to flerve as conduCtors,
assistant conductors, and butchers. Also to require of commanding officerat Fort Brooke (Tampa Bay) a party of soldiers to erect cattle pens, issujng
house, &c. at general camp. To require troops to guard emigrants on
board transports, at camp, and in assembling.
2d. The treaty of 9th May, 1832, allows a hunting shirt to each warrior,
woman and child. 'The shirt will be of no service to the women ; they require petticoats and wrappers.
3d. The special agent, General Thompson, indispensably requires the
services of an assistant special agent. 'rhe appointment of Davjd M. Sheffield would be agreeable to General Thompson ; his address Windham,
Connecticut; presence ~t agency needed forthwith.
Also, as connected with the Indian bureau, arrearages are due to General
Thompson for services as Indian agent proper: for the last quarter of 1834,
and for expenses, &c. whilst on duty with Appalachicola Indians. Wages
expenses due to Roberts, his interpreter with said Indians. Nearly one
salary to Cudjoe, a negro, and regular interpreter at the Seminole
agency. vVages and expenses for Winslett, a white man, interpreter, &c. by
sanction of the Department, at Fort Brooke, Tampa Bay. 'rhese moneys
are mu/ch needed by those to whom they are due; and I was expressly requested by General Thompson, upon my departure from Florida, to lay the
matter directly before you.
I have the honor l.o be, &c.
JOSEPH ,V. HARRIS, Lieut.
Disb ../lgent, Florida Indians.

EMIGRATION OF INDIANS,

Office Cmn. Gen. of Sub. October 14, 1835.
SIR: You will find, in one of the letters despatched from this office to
York, directions in regard to the procuring transportation, which con-:-W:~mp1lat(~ your reporting to me before entering into arrangements. I ~av:e
read attentively your detailed plan, together with one of a very simicharacter, received from General Thompson, and approve of them as
exhibiting nothing inconsistent with the spirit of the general instructions of
tbe 28th February ultimo. I do not; then, consider it to be requisite that
yon should make any report and await instrw..:tions regarding the transportation. I have submitted to the Secretary the projects of contracting in New
York for vessels: 1st, for a sufficient number to transport three thousand
Indians at once; and 2d, to transport from fifteen hundred to two thousand,
ca)culating upon a second trip. He is rather inclined, taking into view the
great uncertainty of the numbers, that the sec:ond mode be adopted, but
leaves the matter to you; and you will be guided by your own views of expediency, formed as they must be after the most mature reflection, and likely
to be modified or confirmed by what you ·may learn in New York. You
will, therefore, without delay, advertise for proposals to furnish vessels of a
burden, and forward to this office a copy of the advertisement.
time at which the transports should be at the proper point of embark·
may be from the 15th to the 20th Jaunary.
You will, besides advertising for transport vessels, invite proposals for a
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supply of frocks and blankets for the Seminoles. In accordance with your
recommendation, there may be -procured one-half hunting shirts, made after
the pattern exhibited in this office, and one-half petticoats and wrappers, or
for the latter cloth alone. The material may be, if you think it may be acceptable, as it certainly will be more comfortable to the Indians, a mixtnre
of wool and cotton. The price for each garment must not exceed two dollars, that being the amount appropriated.
·
Of blauket~, there will he seven hundred pairs wanted of the sizes and
weights following ·:
300 pairs of 2l points, weighing abotlt 6 to 6-§- pounds;
250 pairs of 3 points, weighing abont '7~ to 8 pounds;
150 pairs of 4 points, weighing about 8~- io 9 pounds.
All of the kind called Mackinaw, and of tbe very best qnality. Packing,
inspection, and delivery to be included m the bids.
rrhe above mentioned articles will be paid for, upon the reception here of
the bills~ certificates of inspec~ion, &c. with your r ~ceipts; or, should it be
necessary for you to leave New York before they can be procured, upon the
receipts of Colonel Stanton, who will be requested to give his ·attention to
tl1e business.
·
·
·
·
Respectfully, &c.
GEO. GIBSON, (). G. 8.
Lieut. JosEPH "\V. HARRis,
Disburs'i ng Agent, Sen~inoles, J.Vew York City.

EMIGRATION OF INDIANS,

Ojjice Cmn. Gen. of Sub. October 14; 1835.
SIR : Yon have been recommended by General vViley· Thompson and
Lieutenant J. W. Harris for the appointment of assistant agent in the removal of the Seminole Indians from Florida. You will consider this your
appointment, and, if you accept it, you will proceed \.vithout delay ·to report
personally to General Thomp~on at the agency in Florida, who will designate your duties. Your compensation will be four dollars a day, to commence on the day of your departure for the south, which you will please
announce to me. Should you go west with the Indians, you will be allowed
your actual expenses, and returning to Florida ten cents a mile for transportation
Respectfully, &c.
GEO. GIBSON, C. G. 8.
rvir. D. IVI. SHEFFIELD,
fVindam, Conne~ticut.

EMIGRATION oF INDIANs,

Ojfice Com. Gen. of Sub. October 15,. 1835.
SIR: Yours of the 29th August, with a plan of operations, has been at
hand some days ; and, as I daily awaited the arrival of Lieutenant Harris,
I did not reply to it. He at length reached this city, having been detained
on the way by an a.t tack of illness; remained one day, and took his departure for the north, whither I have despatched the instructions, a copy of
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• which is enclosed. Yon will perceive that, with regard to the number of
Indians for which to procure transports, Lieutenant Harris has been left to
act according to his own discretion ; if for fifteen hundred or two thousand,
then there will be a second trip, and I am inclined to believe it would be
safer to get but sufficient transportation for two-thirds of the whole estimated number, as there may he disappointment in assembling them notwithstanding all your exertions; and should you assemble them all promptly,
the delay will be in some rneasnre compensated by the reduced price at
\vhich transports may be obtained in consideration of traversing the Gulf
twice instead of once.
T conceive 'yon understand fully my views resp~cting the cattle, as detailed to you in a letter of 3d of April, and I believe you will be prepared
to rneet any contingency. I do not feel safe in anticipating every po$sitle
case of diffi.~ulty.
'rhe poneys will, I fear, be a source of vexation, and I wish something
conld be done that would prevent the necessity for sending them west by
land. JI leave the matter with you to act npon ns well as. you can, under
the original 1nstructions, and the letter of the 26th August. But, as far as
you can d so, you will llot fail to impress the Indians with the belief that
the United States will not be bound for any accidents on the way.
l have already replied tv that part of your letter of the 20th July, recommending that Lieutenant Harris should procure frocks for the Seminoles in
Kew York. When that reply was written, I believed Ljeutenant Harris to
be on his way north wai·d; but it appears he did not leave Florida till much
later than l \\ias led to expect. What was written to yuu, therefore, is, as
you are now aware, superseded by the instrnctions · more recently given.
Lieutenant Harris recommended the cloth to be issued to the fernales, to be
made by them in~o petticoats and wrappers; this, it is presumed, he menttoned to you, and that it will meet your ap1)robation. I have left it discretionary with him ; and also to procure cloth of a mixture of cotton and wool.
Lieutenant Harris has also been · instructed to procure blankets in New
York. Eight hundred and fifty pairs are now stored at Fort Gibson, and
seven hnndrecl and fifty pairs more will be forwarded as soon as the proper
.·teps of advertising, &c. are gone through with. 'These lnst and the frocks
can be distributed at Rock Row.
You have been apprised that a detail of officers and soldiers might be had
upon your requisition on General Clinch. It is possible instructions may
be obtained 1or a more extensive detail. And a guard will, I am under the
impres:sion, be <il1lowed to accompany the transports. Yon shall speedily be
informed.
In accordance with your recommendation, to which Lieutenant Harris,
when here, added his, Mr. David M. Sheffield has been appointed your assistant agent, and directed to report to you. He has been addressed at
Windham, Connecticut, and at Tallahassee. As you recommend the association of some active ~nd intelligent man with Mt·. Yancey in the valuation unc1 s(lle of cattle, might not Mr. Sheffield be thus employed?
. The c1eta.ils laid down by you and Lieutenant Harris agree substantially
with each other, m.nd accord with the views I have enterti;_ined: and mainly
with the instructions heretofore given. He has, it appears, submitted his
to you. 'I'he time of assemblage, &c. may be .accordiljlg to your notion of
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expediency. My letter to Lieutenant Harris fixes the time for the trans:
ports to be at Tampa Bay from the 15th to the 20th of January.
Respectfully, &c.
GEO. GIBSON, C. G. ~-.~!.
To Gen. WILEY THoMPSON,

Sup. Rem. Seminoles, Seminole Agency, Florida.

El\UGRATION OF INDIANS}

Office Com. Gen. Sub. October 15, 1835.
SIR: Enclosed you will find a copy of a letter just addressed to-General
Thompson.
It is proper to say to you that, if no further directions are given to you,
you will have the blankets and frocks shipped to New Orleans, care of
Lieut. Drane, and marked, besides, "Capt. Jacob Brown, mouth of 'Vhite
river."
The Secretary of War is willing you she!mld engage a physician in New
York, on the terms verbally stated. by you to me when here, to wit: He
will proceed in one of the transports, and be allowerJl only his actual expenses in travelling to .the Seminole agency; his pay according to previous
mstructions to commencL~ when he is put on duty in the active operations.
On reflection, I am of opinion it will be proper to purchase a po]['tion of
the provisions that may be wanted on the gulf passage and up the Mississippi to Rock Row, at New York; and having again examined your estimate, approve tl:te quantities therein stated, to wit:
200 barrels of pork.
of flour.
100 "
2,000 bushels of corn.
60 "
of salt.
This contemplates, you will perceive, by reference to your estimate, the
use of the Seminole beef cattle, as suggested by you, and you are left to
seek at New Orleans as much more as the emigration may require; whilst,
should any thing occur to disappoint the anticipations formed as to the
numbQr of emigrants, liltle or no loss will take place.
GEO. GIBSON, C. 0. S.
l . . ieut. J. W. HARRis,

Disb. Agt. Seminoles, New York City.

WAR DEPARTMENT i

October 16, 1835.
SIR: Lieutenant Harris has addressed me a letter on certain subjects
connectad with the removal of the Seminole Indians. These are:·
First. That certain assistance should be furnished to you by the Military
Department. The Adjutant General will write to Gen. Clinch requesting
him, as far as circumstances will permit, to comply with your requisitions
on this point.
Second. That wrappers should be substituted for hunting shirts for the
Seminole women. This, Lieut. Harris .has been authorized to do, and tg
make the necessary arrangements.
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Thud. That David M. Sheffield be selected to aid you in your duties.
The Commissary General has written to Mr. Sheffield, who is stated to be
at Windham, Connecticut, authorizing him to report to you, in person, for
this duty.
Fourth. The arrangement of certain pecuniary matters connected with
your accounts, ·and the payment of persons at your agency.
On inquiring at the Indian Bureau, I find that you have already been
written to on these matters, as some explanations were necessary ; and it is
presumed, on the receipt of your letter, that these will be furnished and the
funds may be n~mitted.
Respectfillly, &c,
LEW. CASS,
Secretm·y of War.
General WILEY THoMPSONy
Sztp. Sem. Removal, Sem .•flgency, Florida.

EMIGRATION OF INDIANS,

Office Com. Gen. ~f Sub. October 16,1835.
Sm. : I enclose to yon a copy of a letter written yesterday to Lieutenant
Harris. It contains matters which it is important you should be acquainted
with.
Respectfully, &c.

GEO. GIBSON, C. G. S.
General

WILEY T:HoMPsoN,

Sup.

Sem. Rmnoval, Sem . .Rgency, Florida.

EMIGRATION OF INDIANS,

Office Com. Gen. of Sub. October 18, 1835.
SIR : l have just received yours of the lOth inst. apprising me of your
having shipped sample frocks to New. York, and have instructed Lieut.
Harris to receive them and pay the freight.
The calling upon Mr. Richards for services, as interpreter, is approved.
·
Respectfully, &c.

GEO. GIBSON, C. G. S.
(ktleral

WILEY TTOMPSON?

•

Sup. Sem. Removal, Sem. Agency, Flon,da.

EMIGRATION 0F INDIANS,

Office Com. Gen. Sub. October 18, 1835.
Sut : General Thompson has complied with my direct~ons to him of the
26th August, and shippe~ frqm N_ew York a box. of In~um frocks, &c. as
samples of the size and kmd requ1red. The box IS ?onsigned te t~e Quartermaster Unitetl States Army, New York. You will pay the freight. It
jS probable you will receive the frocks in time to be of service in the pro-
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-curing of those you are ~uthorized to contract for ; if not, you · need not
wait their arrival. I send yon a copy of General Thom(Json 7s letter.
GEO. GIBSON, C. G . S.
Lieut. J. W. HARRis,
Disbursing Agent, Seminole Indians, N 1'"': city.

EMIGRATION OF INDIANS,

Office Uom. Gen. of Sub. Oct. 20, 1835.
SIR: On the 5th of April last, in anticipation of a removal of the Seminoles from Florida, instructions were addressed to you from ·this office, that
you might be prepared for their reception at Rock Row. It subsequently
happened that, by agreeing to defer the removal until January, 1836, the
prospect of a general, instead of a partial, removal) was attained.
The arrangements are such, that all, or a greater part of those Indians,
1nust remove at the appointed time. No further delay will be granted, and
therefore a great degree of promptitude may fairly be calculated upon. It
is estimated hy the superintendent and disbursing agent, that at least three
thousand persons will emigrate; and the intention is to start from Tampa
Bay about the 20th January, and to reach Rock Row by the lOth o~ .15th
of February, and immediately proceed for the Seminole country west.
As soon as you receive this letter it will be proper to advertise for proposals for both subsistence and transportation; and, as stated in the letter
before referred to, yon will advertise for the complete ration whilst the Indians are on the route, and for a year afterwards, making one contract or
two, as you may think expedient. I refer you to the form of wagm1 roll,
and the circular transmitted to you heretofore.
As there will not, fm; some time, be an emigration of Cherokees, Lieuten ant Van Horne can be spared from the Cherok.ee nation to take charge of
the Seminoles, and at least to commence the business of issuing subsistence.
I shall therefore instruct him to report to you at Little Rock, at such time
as you may appoint between tlu~ 1st of January and the 1st of February
next, when you will communicate to him all that may be required for the
performance of his new duty. He should be at Rock Row some days before the arrival of the emigrants, and all the arrangements for transportation
and subsistence properly made. When the emigrants arrive, they :should
be arranged as nearly as possible in accordance with the original muster
rolls, and marched westward, and subsisted in distinct parties. ,-rhose conductors that may be required to go through. to the new country will do so,
the remainder will be discharged or -sent back by Lieutenant Harti5 or his
assistant.
The expenses of the movement should not commence before the day of
starting from Rock Row. This arrangement will perhaps be attended with
some difficulty, because of the disappointments suffered by contractors
heretofore, in the failure to remove off the Choctaws; Creeks, &c. But you
may make the assurance of a removal so strong as, without don bt, to get
those concerned to agree. Indeed I should not object to your making a
moderate allowance to the persons employed 7 jf there should be no removal.
The accounts of expenditures for the active operations b~t ween Rock
Row and the new country will be rei1dered by you. I am desimus that
the business of the removal should b9 so conducted as t o make the whole
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matter perfectly intelligible here. The division of the emigrants into par·
ties, with separate conduetor, teams, &c. and the subsistence of those parties
by separate requi:sitions -entered on separnte abstracts, the agreement of the
issues with the rolls, the entering upon the rolls, the changes on the route~
&c. All these things are to be carefully attended to, with every other precaution calculated to promote the public intere~t.
Lieutenant Van Horne will be prepared to subsist them for one year from
the date of their arrival in their new country. The contractors will de··
liver, at two or three points most convenient for the Indians, at which cribs ·
may be erected at the public expense. The issues will be made after the
manner laid down in the instructious to Lieutenant Van Horne of the 14th
January last; and his relations to you as Seminole disbursing agent, will
be those laid down in the letter to you of the 17th December, 183B.
You will communicate from tlrne to time, before the period of departure
from Florida arrives, with the superintendent and disbursing agent./ The
latter you can also address at l\l"ew Orleans, and those agents will inforrn
you in due time of the number of the emigrants, the time at which they
may be expected to reach New Orleans and Rock Row, and of any other
matters calculated to influence you in your preparations.
"'Economy in the disbursements must characterize the whole procedure:therefore, not only should the expenses be made to commence -the day the·
o.etive operations from Rock Row begin, but those expenses should be merely
.adequate to the actual wants of the service. No agents will be hired except the return of tliose who accompany the Indians should m~ke it necessary. ·
·
All payment~ of \Vhat character soever f9r expenditures on the route,
will be made on Lieutenant Van Horne's certificate to the supply, or to the
performance of the service. No exception will be made to this rule, even
where other agents draw provision checks on the contractor; for that officer
will see that the rolls support such issues, and will certify the abstracts.
I have directed the uurchase of blankets and frocks for the Seminoles at
New York. It is beli~vcd they will reach Rock Row in time to be distributed there. Of the frocks there will be a full supply: giving one tQ each
individual; but of the blankets but a partial supply, the remainder being
already stored at Fort Gibson. 'I'hese latter will be distributed as soon
after the arrival of the Indi[ms as possible. As soon as the purchase is
completed, the articles will be shipped, via New Orleans, to your address
at Rock Row. You shall be supplied with a bill of lading awl invoice,
and instructions will be given by which you will be guided in the distribution.
I refer you to my letter of the 5th April for the mode of procuring cattle
i>r the Seminoles . . It is there said that the statement of the cattle would be
handed to you by Lieutenant Harris, a copy having first been transmitted
to this office, upon which a remittance of money would be made to you.
You will forward an estimate, in detail, for the removal of three thousand
-Indians from Rock Row to the new Seminole country, and the funds shall
be supplied.

GEO. GIBSON, C. G. S..
C.tpt.

JACOB BROWN,

Prin. Dis. Agent, Rem. Ind. Little Rock, A. T.
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NEw YoRK, October 21, 1835.
I have the honor to acknowledge your several letters of the 2ith
August, 3d and 8th September, and of the 1st, 14th, 15th and 18th instant,
together with the respective documents accompanying the same. Also to
forward the Courier and Enquirer, and the Times,· containing my advertisen1ents for proposals to furnish transportation, subsistence and Indian goods.
I have only been waiting the accomplishment of sundry preliminary
arrangements, to secure the successful fulfilment of my duties here, to address the Department. How far my labors will be crowned with w happya result: is more than I can now divine ; but I shall not conceal from you
my apprehensions of embarrassment in the closing of the contracts for
which l have invited bids. A disposition to extortion and to combination;
the withdrawa of the lower in favor of the highP-r bids; and the rejection
.of contracts on the eve of signature, I learn from excellent authority and
my own present observation, are the obstacles most likely to oppose me in
the commercial world of this busy city. I advise you of this in prudence
only, and with the hope that all things m.1.y go on smoothly. But that I
may be prepared, at the worst, with suitable instructions from yourself to
meet such a contingency; armed with discretionary power to proceed
either at once, without loss of time, into the open market here, and charter
or purchase, wherever I shall find the vessels, provisions and goods desired, or to t:!:ansfer my market to New Orleans, would, I think, secure the
service from the evil results likely to grow out of the machinations of
crafty and avaricious men.
·
You will perceive, by reference to the newspapers forwarded, that I adT"ertise for fonrteen hundred hunting shirts, and for thirteen thousand
yards of plaided woolseys, (the iormer to be made of the like kind of woolsey); and this material for comfort and economy I believe will be fol'md to
answer our purposes. The 13,000 yards of woolsey is a liberal estimate
for petticoats aud wrapper~. The box of patterns, shipped by Gene:·al
Thompson, has not yet arrived. .Should they in season, I shall be able to
estimate more correctly, and shall contract for the amount only required,
be it more or less than that advertised for, keeping constantly in view the
price authorized by the act of appropriation.
I have assumed eighteen hundred Indians as the number most favorable
to the interests of service to make arrangements for the transportation of at
one time. I am satisfied that I can make ready provision for the removal
of an excess of that number, should there be a general and prompt assemblage of emigrants, and we ought to collect at least that number .
. I have advertised for provisions, agreeably to your instructions of the
15th instant, excepting for corn, which is now held at $1 12 per bushel.
and is likely to rise. This and the balance of subsistence required may be
got at New Orleetns; and such portion as shall be needed at Tampa Bar,
shipped there by some one of the St. Marks t:aders, at a saving of from
$600 to $1,000, probably.
The blankets, as descnbed in your letter of the 14th, I have in vain
~earched for throughout the market. Good Mackinaw blankets, of the following patterns, are the best for sale, viz:
4 points, none to be had.
3! do
weighing from 8-§- to 9-} pounds.
3 do
do
do 7! to 8! do.
2! do
do
do 5! to 6, large.
SIR :
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S'wll I rceeire such us these,· sh~uld those of the pattern given by you
uot be bid for 'l
In Y<1Ur letter of the 15th instant, you have directed me to forward the
'-blan ket.~ a.u d frock::;, through Lieut. Drane to Capt. J. Brow~1, mouth of
·\Vbit3 river." It was the advice of the. superintendent, Gen. Thompson,
that in cousequence of the naked and comfortless state of a large portion
of the Se ~ni , wles, that their frocks, shir_ts, wrappers and petticoats, and I do
not know but what the blankets also shm1ld be shipped on board of the
transports at New York, to be distributed to the Indians immediately after
embn.rkation at 'Tampa Rty; and this advice I thmk should be followed.
I lnve also the honor to ask whether upon the accomplishment of my
duti.es iu this city, I shall proceed direct to New Orleans; to make arrange~
ments as re 0om nend -~d in my comrl;lunication to Gen. Thompson, of the
23d August last, a copy of which is with you, for supplying river trans~
portation, &c.
·
Oo1nmunications from the Department will find me in this city uritil the
7th proxirrn; and should I proceed direct from this to New Orleans, at the
latter p lncJ until .the 1st of D~cember. I should be at the Seminole agency
at fut·Lh est by the 2dth of D2cember, and hope to be there by the 15th of
that month.
I have the honor, &c.
JOSEPH W. HARRIS, Lieut.

JJis. Agt. Flor-ida Indians.

Brig. ·Gen. GEo. G lBSON,
Commissary Geue~a.l7

{J'·c.
WAR DEPARTMENT,

Oct. 22, 1835.

SrR: Your letter of the 8th instant, to the Adjutant General, has been

laid before me.
1 am well aw::tra of the disagreeable nature of the duties entrusted to
you; but I rely with confidence upon a faithful and judicious execution
of them. It is very desirable to accomplish the object of removing the
Seminole Indians without thg application of actual force, and cannot but
hope that such will b3 the resnlt. You will of course proceed to embark
and remove those first who are willing to go, postponing any decisive
course with relation to the refractory ones till the others have set out. My
impressio~ is, that they will then all peaceably follow. Should they not
however do so, agreeably to ~hose treaty stipulations and arrangements
they have entered into with you, you \vill proceed to carry into effect your
instructions. All proper remonstrances and representations, however, should
be previously made. It is out of the question under any circumstances to
leave a lawless banditti, as they would then be; if not removed, to form the
association, which yon apprehend with the negroes, and involve the frontier in blood.
·
·
I have submitted to the President your proposition for the ~mployment
of a mounted military force; but there is ·under existing circumstances no
authority for this measure.
There is no appropriation · authorizing it ; nor can the case yet be
brought within the constitutional power of the President to call into service
an additional force for the defence of the country. A few days since, on
15
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the representations of Lieut. Harris, two additional compauies were plr.ccd
at your disposal, and I have this day directld the Adjutant General to i1ut
two more companies under your orders. This will give you a force-, us I
UlJderstnud,· hom the ~1\djutant General, of fourteen c-o mranies, making nn
aggregatP. of 700. 'This force, it appears to me, must be suftlcient for all
the pturoscs required .
. Th~ President js disposed to direct a revenue cutter to aid your operations, If one can be spared fin· that purpose. He will consult with the
Secretary·of the Treasury, and the result, it favorable, will be comnmnicated to you.
Respectfully, &c.
LEWIS CASS,
Secretary of Plat,
Brev. Brig. Gen. D. L. CLINCH,
United States Army, l:'ort King, Florida.

WAR DEPAR'l MEl\T,

October 28, 1E35.

SrR: 1 have just received your letter of the 21st ultimo.

On the most
mature consideiation, I cannot agree to the suggestion yon make on tlie
subject of the payments of influential Ir1dians, in order to· procure their cooperation in the reu'.loval of their people. Were the question an · oren oue,
there are still no fnnds at the di~position of tbis Department which could
properly be applied to this object. But the policy is a doubtful one, probably worse, and in a moral point of view it is liable to strong objections. So
far as auy of the Indians are competent to aid you in the performnnce of
those duties for which assistance must be employed, it is certainly proper
to give them th ~ preference. This is the uniform practice, and is confirmed by the pr'nciples of the 9th section of the act of June 30, 1834. Snch
a proceeding operates as an enconragement to the Indians to improve themselves and to become qualified to instruct Hwir tribes. If, therefore, in the
business of removal, you find any of the Seminole Indians sufficiently
faithlnl and intelligent to be useful to you, and if their services are required,
agreeably tQ the instructions you have received, you are at liberty to
employ them instead of white persons. But further tharr this I deem it improper to go. I trust that by prop-er representations you will be ' able to
convince the Seminoles of the neeessity of their faithfully executing the
treaty they have formed; and for this purpose I have -to request that no.
exertions may be spared. Should they, however, utterly decline compliance, the course indicated in my letter of Octoter 2'2, to General Clinch,
must be pursued.
I see no objection to your ·ecommendation that the annuities may be
paid when the Indians are coTJected for embarkation. The original instructions left to yourself and Lieutenant Harris the determination of the time
and place of payment, npd he \vill he again written to on the subject.
In looking at the treaty I do not see that there is any authority for issuing the hlankets and frocks before the Indians arrive in their new country.
The disbursing agent will, hnwever, have them ready, and they can be
shown to the Indians, in order that they may te satisfied they will receive
them: agreeably to the assurances which have been given.
Your-explanation respecting the interview held by you with the chiefs,
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and the conr.se taken in relation to submitting to them the question of
removal, appears to me to be satisfactory.
.
I have directeci that a draft for the sum of $15,400, payable to the SP.mi.
noles by the secoHd article of the treaty of 1832, should be remitted to
Lieutenant Harris. The draft will be upon New Orleans where he will be
able to procnre the specie, and take it with him 111 order to make the payments stipulated by the treaty.
Respectfully, &c.
LEWIS CASS, Secretary of War.
G~n. WILEY THoMPsoN,

Sup. Sem. Rem. Se·m. Agency, Florida.

P. S. Major Phagan having filed here the proper receipt of Abraham for
his pay as interpreter, and received credit for the amount, it would be unsafe and inconsistent with the rules of the Department to set aside the
receipt, artd pay the claim now presented.

EMIGRATION OF INDIANS,

Ojji;;e Com. Gen. of Sub. October 31, 1835.
SIR: Enclosed you wiLl find a copy of a letter of instructions, in relation

to the Seminole removal, addressed from this offic.e to Cap1ai'n Brown on the
20th instant; and also a copy of a letter of this day addressed to Lieutenant H.uris, at New York. You will find enclosed a copy of a letter this
day addressed to Captain Brown.
Respectfully, &r..
GEORGE GIBSON, C. G. S.
Gen. WILEY 'l,HOMPSON,

Sup. Sem. Rem. Sem. Agency, Plor.

EMIGRATION OF INDIANS,

Office Com. Gen. of Sub. Oct. 31, 1835.
SIR: In the letter of instructions, dated the 20th instant, for the removal
of the Seminoles after they reach Rock Row, you were informed that the
distribution of blankets, &c. would be made at that place. This will not
he so; it htls been deemed expedient to order their. distribution at Tampa

B(ly.
GEORGB GIBSON, C. G. S.
Capt.

JAcoB BRowN,

Princip(l,l .Dist. Agt. Litle Rock, A. T .

EMIGRATION OF INDIANS,

Office Com. Gen. Sub. October 31, 1835.
SrR: YonT letter of the 21st instant was not received until yesterday.
The postmark of the envelope was not ob~erved, but it is probable the de .
lay took place from your keeping the communication on hand several days,

[ Doc. No. 271. ]

228

on account of the importance of its topics and the necessity of careful1y
d igesting them. ' The newspapers which you say you have forwarded have
not come to hand. Please to torward other copies.
·
lt is apprehended on your purt that the attempt to make contracts for
trausporlation, provisions and goods, will lead to extortion and imJ-ositicn;
and you therefore wish to be empcnvered to go into the open market fe r the
procuring of the~e articles. So far as regards the two first, there is no
objection to your doing so ; but the last must, in compliance with the conditions of the 13th section of the act of Congrt-ss entitl~d "An act to provide for
the organization of .the Department of Indian affairs," approved 3Uth .Tune 7
1834, be purchased "upon proposals to be re,ceived, to be based on uoticespre.
viously to be given."
t-l'he steps you propose to take with regard to the corn, are approved.
Yon state that yon can find no such blankets as those described in mine of
the t1th instant, but that the blankets you can procure are of 3~, 3 and 2-!
points, there being no four points. On comparing the weights of these
blankets, I find the difference to be considerable only in the 2~ points, and
these of 5~ and 6 pounds weight, would, I ·suspect, be Stlfficiently heavy.
You are therefore authorized to procur~ them of the sizes above named,
and of the weights mentioned by you, to wit~
3~-

points from 8-! to 9-!- pounds.
"
7-k to 8!
"
2~·
"
3-A- to 6
"

3

'rhe letter of the 15th instant directed, in case no further instructions
were given to you, to have the blankets and frocks transported to New Orleans ior the purpose of being sent to the mouth of White river, as it was
comtemplated to have them distributed at Rock Row. But on reconsiderirrg the mutter it would appear to be preferable that the distribution dtuing
the mclement season at whiGh the removal will take place should be made
in Florida. Yon will ship them on board one of the transports for Tampa
Bay. Full instructions for the distribution shall he transmitted to General
'rll(nnpson.
You will consider yourself fully authorized to procure what part of the
transportation and provisions you may, upon a full view of the circnm~tances in which you are placed, and taking carefully into consideration the
p·ospects of success at New Orleans, deem proper; and on leaving New
York ycu will proceed direct to New Orleans, with the purpose there to
<:.omplete the requisite preparations.
!Jiet.t.

s. w.

GEORGE GIBSON, C. G. S.
HARRIS,

Dist. Agt. Seminoles, Nt•w York City.

wAR DEP AR 'l'MEN'I',

October 31, 1835.
Enclosed I transmit a copy of a letter from the Secretary of the
Navy, by which you will perceive that the necessary instructions have beeu
given to the commanding officer of Pensacola, t~ di~ect one of the vessels
SIR:

[Doc. No. 271. ]

229

under his command to co-operate with you agreeably to yonr views and
wishes. You will communicate with the officer who may command her.
It. wa3 found; on conversing with the Secreti.lry of the Treasury and the
Secretury of the Navy, that a vessel of a proper class could be fnrnished.
by Lhe latter more conveniently tllan a revenue cutter could by. the former.
Respectfully, &c,
LEWIS CASS,
,

Secretary of fVar.
Brevet Brig. Gen. D. L.

CLINCH,

U. S. Army, Fort J(irtg, F'loiida.

El\HGRATION OF' INDIANS.

Office Com. Gen. Sub. November 2, 1835.
Sm: Your letters of 21st September have been received two or three clays.

In re3pe.:t to the poneys and hog.s you must act as well as yon can under the
powers already conferred upon yon. I regret to think that a sale of them
would result in a serious loss to ·the Indians; bnt yon are already appriser!
that t:w United State3 cannot guaranty their appraised value, or, in fact, do
mCJrc th::tn facilitnte the disposing of them unless, as regards the poncys, the
Intli:tm choose to have them sent bv land.
You are, 1 snppose, fully satisfiecl ere this on the score of an assistant
agent. Mr. Sheffhtd has been appointed, and is, most probably, on his
w<w scnth. It is g-ratifying to hear that t:1e ccmrse of the other agent i~
snch as now to meet yonr approbation.
Respectfnlly, &c.

GEORGE GIBSON, C. G .. 8
Gen.

WrLEY THOMPsoN,

Snp. Sem. Renwval, Seminole Jlgency, Florida.

TALLAHASSEE,

1Vove1nuer 2, 1S3i5.

Sm.: Your t'1vor of the 14th October has com'~ to hand, appo intiu o,· rne
assistant <:we~t in the remaval of th e s~minole Indiart ~ from Florid 'l . Iaccept the '~ppointment cheerfully, and am rnakin~ arrangements to leave
here for the n.gencv as early as possible, which will be in the course of a
fe\V davs. l \vill advise vou of the time of my departure.
·
I have the-honor to be,
·
Very respectfully,
Your ohcdient servant,

D. lVI. SHEFFIELD.
To G SORGE

GmsoN,

Esq.

NEW YORK, November 2, 1835.
SrR: I have the honor to acdnowledcre the receipt of yours of the 31st
ultimJ, by this ill:)rning1s m:til. I write i~ haste to urge that, if practicable,
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I may be advised by the return mail whether the Unill d States soldiers
are to accompany the Florid01 emigration as guards?
'1'l1is is an important con:sitlr:ndiun witlJ tlwse who prorofe to contract
for transportatio11 as well as at the insurance ojjiets, and should Le d(fiuitely
answered before the contract is clostd.
1 have the honor to be, &c.

JOSEPH \V. HARRIS, Lieut.
Dis. Agent }:;lorida Indians.
Col\1.

GEN.

Suu. U.S. Army.

CITY OF NEw YORK, JVovembet 4: 1836.
SIR: I have the honor to acknowledge your two letters of the 2d inst.
and to return to ycu enclosed with this tbe accounts of Colonel Yancey and
the ]etttr from Mr. Rogers <;overed with oue of them.
Colm1el Yancey was last paid to include the 16th July. Wishing to
bring his accounts within the rtgu!ar qnarter, I directed the next Lills to ~c
made out for services rendered ior the balance of the thi1d quarter. Tlns
entitled him to pay for. seventy-six days, the one-llnlf' of which is thirtyeJght dnys. Hereafter his uccounts will be made out quarterly.
As for vouchLrs for drayage of corn, by referiug to bill of purchase of
that article you will see it wus regularly charged as an iterm tl1erein a11d
paid for, which I considered the proper way of rendering the accouut, ns it
forms a portion of the dishusen:ent actually made on accom;t of sntsistcnce.
Should, ltpon further consideration, a separate voucher for drayage be re<t!Jircd by you, it can h~ obtained Ly addressing a line to the merchant who
furnished the corn at Baltimore.
I would respectfully suggest the propriety of my proceeding at once into
the open market on my arriYal at r\ew OrJrans, and contracting 1or transFortion and provisions there without the preliminaries of adve1 tiseme11t, &c.
I shall be unable to leave this city at best until Sntmday afternoon, the
7th instant.
.Most respectfully, &c.

JOSEPH W. HARRIS, Lieut . .
Dis. Agent Florida Indians.
Col\I.

GEN.

SuB. U. S . .llrmy.

EMIGRATION OF INDIANS,

Office Com. Gen. Sub. November 4: 1835.
SIR: Your letter of the 2d in st. is recei \ed, and in reply I have to state
that the Adjutant General has been instructed to order a dttail a non-commissioned ofiicer and six or eight men to accompany each trausport, independent of conductors, &c.

GEORGE GIBSON, C. G. S.
Lieut. J. "\V. I-LtRRis,

Dis. Ag't Se·minoles, New York.

( Doc. No. 27!. ]
EMIGRATION oF lNDIAr-:s,
Office Com. Gen. /Sub. lVoveTnber ~\ 1835.
Sm~ Yours of the 4th and 6th instants are at hand. The latter coverin~
csti mate and accompanied by three patterns of cloth for Seminole frocks, &c.
With regard to procuring transportation and. provisions at New York or
New Orleans, it seems to me that my letter ot the 3lst .October, the receipt
of which yon have not acknowledged, is quite satisfactory. You arc in
tact anthorized to do as may seem most condueive to the public interest.
There is no objection to yoar takin~ fi·om Messrs Suydam and Jackson
one hundred iitnd twenty-five pairs of thre3 points to muke up the deficiency
-of 1\VO aad a half points blankets.
Y onr estimate proposes two quantities of cloth for the wrappers and petticoats; the lar~er will overrun the stipulated price of two dollars if the
cloth be of the best quality. Bnt inasmuch as there wi!l not be so many
emi r~ra·1ts as the estimate for the frocks, &c. contemplated, there will be a
sufficiency of money to meet the extra eost. You willi therefore, procure
the dJth in aecordnnr.e with the larger pror!Qsiti.on.
rrhe Sll1.11p1es of domestics lll:lrkeu No. 2 and 3 will not a.ns\ver.
The ans\vn you have given. to the inquiries whether eompmJ.sation
wo~1ld be made for losses by the stranding of transports is agreeable to regulations.
The blankets at1d other goods will, as at first provided for, be shipped
via N•:-w Orle:ms, to Captrlin Brow:1 aJ month of \Vhite ri \rer. They ea•wot
be distributed it1 Florida. Independently of other objections they \vill arrive too late.
GEORGE GIBSOK, C. G. ~s~
Lieu.t. J. W. HARRis,

IJis. Agent Sem. ]\lew York Oily..

SEMINOLE AGENCY, J{ovember 10, 1835.
Sm: Yonr letter of the lOth of September relativ2- to the eompensation
-ofMr. Winslet as interpreter, has been received, from whieh I perceive that
he is comidered as having beea employed by me, to aid in the emigratiOn of
th.ese Indians. If such had been my nnderstanding of the subject, I should
certain hr have reportPd th~ fact to th0 offic~ of Cnm mi8s:•ry Genpra] .of
Snbsist~nce, pron~ptly, as it would h:.we been my duty to have done. l have,
heretofore, considered him as interpreter to the military post at Tampa, employed for the express purJJose of aceompanying cGmrrtands sent from that
post, to ~COlll' an extensive tract of wild coantry1 for the pnrpose of pre·
venting the Indians wandering beyond their bouBchry in that _direction.
The Secretary has, in his decision; perhaps very properly, connected his
servic2 witt~ the emigration, as the serviee rendered by him necessarily
tended directly to aid the emigr.ation. Your instructioms re1n.ti'\'e to the
suhject sh:1ll, as fa:r as practieable, be strictly pursued; but I must apprise
you th~tt the post at rrampa, \Vhere lVlr. Winslet is emp'loyed, is mor.:) than
•me hm1dred miles fmm my point of location; and that it will, therefore,
l)e ont of my p:nver to certify to the fact of his having rendered services;
the re1uisite eertificate can, 110 donbt, be given by Major Zant inger, to
whose com.m3.nd 1\'Ir. \Vinslet. has beeR; and is st:tbject. Pemit me to sn-g.
gest that to make Mr. Winslet's services; as interpreter, efiicient it was inclis_
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pensablc for him to keep a horse Tendy nt ·a moment's wnnirT ~o r-l~n <l'
commands in their excursions, to restrain tl-: e lDdi:.us wi:hin tl ( ir linjit~,
which I am informed he has constantlv done. v\"hnt then slwll lethe rnlf:
by which to determine the portion of ·time for which he sha.l le allowld
the highest rate of compensation?
Please afl.(Hd me the aid of .rotH instructions u.r-on the sul jcct.
Very respectfully,
Your obedient fervant,
vVlLEY 'I'HOMPSON,

Supt. Se1n. Rumo,;al.

Major J.'H. HooK,

Act-ing Com.. Gr:n. Sub.

LITTLE RocK, November 12, 1835.
Sut: The contractor for supplying the Seminole Indians in their ne\';

country, John G. Jouett, having left the country, nud no probabili1y of hit;
returning, charged as he is with the crime of murder, his setnritic-;,
Lorenzo N. Clark and L. C. Sadler, are willing to fultll the contrac1, provided the receipts f(n· the delivery of the rations cun be giYen in their
nam3s, or that the fulfilment of the contract cnn be so secured to them: as
will enub1e them to get the pay from Govcrmneut witlwnt delay, for the deliveries made under the t"rms and stipulations of the contract.
l have intormecl them that a course wtist:tctory in that resr-ect would Le
adopted, and have directed tllem to be prepared to inlfi l the cont1aet. I
have, thcref(),c, 10 re<juest to be informed what course will be the most nccept~tlJle to tho Dcpartm(•nt, in relation to tiJC de1ivcry under tl1is cout! uctr
by the sureties, .,o that J'O difficulties or disHppointments may tnise in their
obtnining pay for furnis:ring the subsisteucc.
From the cirnunstances above stated it will te impossible for them tv
obtain u tran.c,fcr of tlw contract.
I lurve the honor to be,
Your most obedient servant,
J. BROWN, Capt. U. S. Army,

Pr·incipal Agent Indian Rm1wutl
Gen. GEoRcJ-: G r nsox,

Corn U:.:u. Sub. l'Vashington, D. C.

FoRT KING; November 13, 1835.
SIR: I have til•J Lonor to acknowledge rhe Jeceipt cf yonr Jetter cf
the 2:2d nltii~lO. I <:O!h:rlcr it lld11Ccessary t'> r~pcat wlnt I have ~o fu1iy
expressed rclntin· to the remm:al of the Indians. Your last comn:nnicn
tion wi::, llu\\"t'W'l', ( i:l~ ~·· me to chL~nge a rnrt of my plun. It ,..,-as wy in
tenlion to let' thin~~·:-' remain qniet until the friendly Indinns hnd t1Sscrnbled
here, then t0 dcnHJJ,,1 tlle nmrcl.erer~ of Dalton, aud if they we1c not promptly
given np, to ~;lr]ke at ;i. ln.rge l:ody of the Miccasukey triue, now as~en1bled
ior the protection of the murderers, and headed by two or three of the old
red sticks, aud if po_:;,sible tnke the murderers and headmen; turn the first
over to the civil authority, and keep the latter as hostages, until we rea0

:.
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'fnm] a, and pnt them on boqrd the transport. If we permit thi s body of
un:'ri:tlli:y 11L<.liaus, nsseml)letl with the avowed purpose of J,rotecting a
part~r of ;n:1rderers, t:) rc;Lain where tbey are, it wiU, I fear, have a very
had dfec.;t Oll tlL:~ minds of the timid and wavering. rl'he firE>t duty of a
wldier, howev.::-ri is to obr.y, and your ord•:rs and instructions shall be c:arricd out, ;ts fur as my ht1t11Lle abilities, and tLe rneans placed at my disposal,
wrll eruulc me to do so.
·
I am, \vith very lligh respect,
Your l)lOSt obedient,

D. L. CLINCH,
, 'Brevet Brig. Gert. D~ S . Army.
'rhe Hon. LEwis CA.ss, Sec. of T¥ar.
C,\1\IDEN, PENN. :Nov. 13, 1835.
Sr :::.: I h:lve the honor to nd::nmvlcdJC your letter:; of the 31st· ultimo,
a:Jd nf the :lth instant; also to endose with this, coutracts and bouds for
fnrnis hing trausports, and provisions, and goods for Indians, together, with
tbe original l1itL, and articlc;s of agrce~nent with tt pbysicinu to accompany
the er11igrnnts.
Y1mr ms:rnctions relating to blankets huvc hecn complied with . In my
ec:ti: natJ for woolseys I labored under an error but recently discovered.
'rne wrapper is not the garment of cloak fashim1, described in one of my
lnte letter::; tJ yon, but the loose spencer spoken of in my last. And as this
will (~!Hlhle the D3p::trtment both to answer the expectation of the ltldians,
and to fall within the orig·inal appropriation of t wo dollars per garment, I
h:ur:J <tdopl::d the ag£:~reg<.ttc of the seeond p:tragrapll of the estimate accompanying th<tt letter tor tile amount to be coutracteclior. The patterns said
to have been fo1".7arded by General Thoti.1pson, have not been heard from.
I nw.;c jU 8~Itly cn.nsed pattern<5 of th_rce sizes of shirts to be made of_ the
quality both of the material, borders and trimmings, nnd of the fashion
rcquir3d ; have sealed th ea1, as a1so the pattern blankets and woolseys, and
have left the ;n, cxce{Jt the i(Hmer, which are necessarily a t present in the
hnnds of the tailor, with Colonel Staunton, as the standards of inspection
herealt2r. l had mneh trouble in finding_ a suitable style of goods for the
Indian garments, a :Jd that which I have chosen I th ink will be acceptable to
them. It is infinitely better in quality than mry thing they ever had before,
is brir.:;ht and ~hnwy in its colors, i~ durable and comfortable. Their taste,
tao, lias b':!en cowmlted in the borders and trimmings. Havjng no patterns for the pelt icoat~ and \vrappers, I ha vc left the article in piece to be
ntcub up by t:w fc3males . It is to be regretted; I think, th at their fine garm~nts eannot be worn when they seem to be most needed. I mean in the
cold season, whilst upon their jorirncy. :Many of these peoiJie, I have said
b:~lore: are q 1ite naked, and if the obstacles w,1ich are opposed to the distribution of the frocks and woolseys are not insu.rmonntable, I would still
ur;::; tl!'; ::;ctd.ing- of them to 'rarnpa bay. It will not only contribute
gre11tly to their eomfi)rt,_ but will produce~ Lthin k; a desirable effect upon
the conduct of the Irulians. I do not think the probable lateness of their
arrival an objection. The goods should not be . distribnted until the emigrants are ('tnharked, and after that time the issu~s m~y be speedily and correctly made npon the mns ter roll. I do not even see ub~rctions to the distribution of the blankets. There will be quite enough~ them for t hose
who come in voluntarily, the others may W;;tit for them. Should you still,
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however, determine to forwllrd the goods direct, via New Orlcnns to Rock
Row for distribution: I would nrge that the eontractors be ndvised thereof,
and be allowed a more distant day 1or delivery. lt is exceedingly difficult
jw~t lJOW to find workmen in Nnv York to make up the sllilts in time.
Should they he shipped :fi>r NP.w Orleans by the 25th Deceml~er, th ey will
be at Rock Row in time, I think. And the frnnk: friendly, aud lmsiness-like
manner in which this house has met all rny call3 npon lhem, entitles them
to every honest indulgence. The contract for provisions, seeing that they !tre
to be delivered at Tampa bay, at pres,~nt rates of the provision market, is a
very good one. I shall buy such as I may Willlt, hereafter, in the open
market at New Orleans.
The trans pat ts I have not obtained on snch good terms as I had antici·
pated; yet on mature consideration I think them reaEClnable enough. Vessels of the class required, are of mnch less length of hold and brendth of
betnn thun I believed them to be. They nre in considerabl e reyui:: . iiiott;
are obliged to be at large outlays, and the compensation agreed. upon is not
more than a fair eq nivalent for the service, even should all things go
smoothly with the contrnctor. I have, since my last, further investigated
the merits of the New Orleans and Mobile marl\ets, m1d have fouud them
rather unpromismg. Two or three persons whose vessP.ls are now in those
ports, whose intention it is to winter them in the gnlf, and who, consequently,
can afford to perform the service required, npou as low terms as ally body,
have made offers at the rate of $10 and $12 per head, generally proposing
to carry double the number in one of thc~e small craft than I have
thoug-ht pmdent to allow. One of them offered to carry three hundred individuals in his little schooner, a craft capable, perhap<:::, of caxrying one
hundred and twenty, and thought he might possibly afford it at $10 per
head for that number. Upon the whole, considering the superior advan·
tages accruing- to servicP- from the employment of one person, or company,
over the divided interest of vessels chartered indiscriminately, having dis·
courngiug advices of the prospect of surcess at the south on better terms,
and anticipating, if any thing, a change for the worse, in consequence of
the recent rise of the western rivers rending the freight mnrh:et more
brisk, and finding a person who had associated with hirnself several responsihle ship owners, both desirous and cnpaHe of taking the contracts for snbsistencP. as well as that for transportation, the latter on conditions partially
of the terms concluded in the former, and thin kiJJg the oppnrtnnity of
having the business performed in a bnsiness-lilm and satisfuctory manner, better thau I would be likely to find elsewhere in the limited time at my dispo~al,
I gave him the contract.
I have also secm·ecl tbe services of an intelllgent and highly recommended
young gentleman, to accom r any the Indians as attendant physician. I
closed my business at New York at three, and left in the mail at four P.l\1.
We have been detained here a short time; in a few hours I shall be on my
road again for New Orlc·ans. I hope to be able to leave that city for Fort
King by the 5th or 6th of Df'cember at furthest. I have nlso the houor to
acknowledge the warrant of Secretary of Treasury for $15,400, payable
at New Orleans,- and to request that all further remittances be made upon
New York.
I am, sir, with very great respect~ &c.

JOSEPH W. HARRIS,
L·ieut. Sub. Agent,

To CoM. GEN.

SuBsrsTF~~cE 1

United States Arrny.

~F'lorida

Indians.
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EMIGRATION OF INDIANS,

Office Com. Gen. Sub. Nov. 13,. 1835 .

. s,rR: E_ucloscd you wil~ ~r~d a_ voucher _of Joel Yancey for t~Jirty eight
d:tys servJCe. Your reqUislllon 1s not wntlen on the. back ofth1s voucher.
nor did it accompany Mr. Roger's letter in which the duplicates were for~
wa:·ded. You will please immediately to forward a· requisition according
to form.
Respectfully, &c.
GEORGE GIBSON, C. G. S.
Gen. WtLEY THoMPSoN,

Sup. Seminole Removal, Seminole Agency, Florida.

T ALLAH AS SEE, Nov. 17, 1835.
Sm: I shall leave here to-morrow morning, for the Seminole agency, to
report myself to Gen. Wiley Thompson, as you have advised, and apprise
yon of it, according to promise in my letter of the 2d instant. I should
have left be're before, but I hnd some bnsiness in the superior court, (which
is in now in session,) which I was obliged to attend to, previous to my departure.
I have the honor be,
Very respectfully,
'
\
Your obedient servant,

D. M. SHEFFIELD.
Gen. GEoRGE GrBso:N, C. G. S.

RocK, November 18, 1835.
Sm: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your communica~
· tion, dated the 20th and 24th ultimo ; the former covering copy of an order
for Lieut. Van Horn, to report to me nt this place, &c.
The letter addressed to me, under date of the 6th of September last, was
received on the 30th following, and I cannot fiud that its receipt has been
acknowledged. Iu refereuce thereto, however, l would here remark, that
the investigation required, by those instructions, in relation to the sinking
of the Creek and (lllapaw presents, cannot be gone into, for some months
to come, as the master of the ~oat in which they were sunk, P. P.eunguit,
and who is one of the owt ers, is absent from this section of the country,
nnd will uot retnrn for some months, as above stated. I have furnished
him with a copy statement of what i~ required, and have urged him to be
prepared with the necessary evidence, at as early a period as possible.
I have received from the superintendent of the removal of the Seminole
Indians, a copy of his genentl plan of operations adopted and to be observed
in their removal, and I shall most cheerfully co-operate and do every thing
in my p::nver to carry the ~arne into cffer,t ; and it shall also be my aim to
carry iuto effect, most fully, your instructions in 1relation to the emigration
of that tribe of lndian::s. Yon probably have forgotten that there is already
a cohtraet ior subsisting the Sti!minoles after they reach their new country,
to the 3lst December, 1836; and [have notified the sureties for that contract (the principal, J. G. Jouett, hl'.l.ving left the country), to be prepared to
LITTLE
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make is~nes whenever called upon, nud in gnanlitic3 as shal! be rcquirfd
uud\"r the ~t1 J ~ultttious of said contract. I t~;ercfiJI e d ,'rm 1t prorer 1o d, l<~y
making proposals for n coutrnct to furnish the emi6rnuts in tLeir new cc.t:lltry, lllllil I hen r fm thcr from yon on that ~u bject. It is my wish that tbc
present contract may stand, ns I think it rc:'nmnilhly low. TbP pr:sons
nl.::>o who arc to ftll it arc responsible and rcrscvl·ring mrn, and hom 1he
notice they have received from me, are making arrangements to carry the
same into execution. I shall immediately is~ne proposals f()r contracts to
supply the stands on the route, from Hock Row to the nev..r Seminole COl Illtry, with subsistence and forage, and ulso for wagons nnd teams to carry
through their baggage.
You refer me to the form of a wagon roll, to be o':Jservcd in tbe err.ployment of teams, as having been forwarded: none !Jus ever been receivt-d nt
this office. ln the ktter o£ the 5th of April last, (with which the cirnd<~r
of tbe 2~tb Dr.rembcr was recci~r.d) I n.rn referred to the fonu of \\'<! .' on
roll; the last clause of the paragraph in relntim1 to wagons and teams: jnthc
·above: cJrcular, says· tbat forms will be supplied ; none, Lo\Ye\·er, as nbove
stated, have been received. Among other information in the letter of the
20th nit. and i 11 relation to the purchase of blanket~·; and frocks for tb·
Seminoles, Jt is observed, that "as soon as lhe plHchnse is completc·dj &c.
the nrticlP:'; will be shipped via New Orknnc;, to your (my) add ref-'s. at l~ c r1 ·
.H.ow.'1 hit is not too late, on the receipt of this, ali ow rue to suggest that
the destination of that prope.rtv be chang;ed to this place, Little Hock, unless
it is iutendi'd thnt the property shn.ll be -at New Orleans on or Lcfi1re tlw
tim• the Seminoles reach there, so t:wt it Fllay he sent in t be stcum-Lnat~;
that convey them tt1 Rock Row. l3nt, shonlcl t 11e property arrive at 1'\cw
Orleans etfter the Indians hll.vc passed there: it ong-ht to come to this place,
inste~L<l of B.oc:k Row. There are no settlemeuts a.t Rock How, uor noue in
its vicinity vl~ere pnblic property onght to be le!l·. Hence, ~:hould it reach
there bctore the ar ... ivnl of the Indiaus, or after they luvc left, there W< uld
be no one to receive it, and it might be left, as it probably would be: at s0me
~oint dift1cn1t not only to find, hnt to get at, hy which much delay in get·
tmg the property to destination might be incurred.
· It is to be reg-retted that the movement of the Seminoles hrrd not been
fixed at a more g_;nial season of the. yeetr: to be 111e1rching throngh this sec
tion of the coLmtry, at midwinter, is very :seven~ upon halfcli.ld Indians:
and Fcbnutry is the most sevc~re of our \vinter months. In March, all tlw
streams arc bigh, and ro:--,ds almost impassable: a 1Cw loaded wagous nud
teams breaks them np, and renders them, in p1nce::, a cm10:plete l;og.
- Besides, nt tlwt season of the year, tf'nm oxc11 nnd hor~:es nrc gener, 11y
poor; the season for prepu:ring for crops is nt. hancl, and people arc h1th tu
engn.ge their teams in any employment thnt ttkPf- them fitr from their hon~cs,
and where they must ncce~sarily be greatly exposed to wet and cold. Pn( 1cr
these circnmqtn.nce~, iuducerr~ruts, witb c~rnllf{ a_,suralJC..:s, must b0 l.cld
out, otherwise but few teunts will be likely to Ct1gnge for the trip. Anot:1cr
difficrtlty i~, t 11nt th(~fc ar(._~ ln:t.few tcatT•S in tb1~ ~CctiniJ of country wh,n
the emi~TnlltS will lund. Within the circle of fifty miles frnm Pock nr,\r,
J am confident that twenty teams suitable for tile st·rvice, cannot be f01wd.
There is no immediate competition, and he11Cc O\' ners of teams will Lave
their own price, or they will not take employment. I hnve ampk time:
however, and shall, in the execntion of this dnty, as hitherto, observe the
greatest possible economy. I have to ackt10wlcdge the recejpt of your
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bttcr, dated the 9th October. It came to hand on the 2d inst. I have
J:een nurlcr the i!nprcs:,ion that tbc monthly slatemcnts c,f let.(crs received
and wr:ttcn, as culLed for by t~le nddition to circulllr of July 21), mad~ on
the i...;t ult. was int....ncL;d to snpersede the current ucknowledgrncntof letters
a.3 lntherl::J observt:d.
I have the honor to be,
Very resp~ctfully,
Your obedient servant.

J. BROWN, Capt. U. S. A.
.
Pr. Dis. Agt. Ind. Hemoval.

General GEo.

GIBSON,
-~Vashington,

Com. GeJt. Sab.

D. C.

LITTLE

RocK,

November 25: 1835.

SrR: I enclose herewith special estimate of funds to defray the expenses

of removal and subsistence of tile Seminole tribe of Indians, from Rock

Row to their new country, \Vest.

.

I have also forwarded to your address, by this mail, a paper contah1ing
my advertisement for subsistence and teams, that will be wanted to subsist
and remove those Indians on the route of emigration as therein designated.
'rhe stands placed at K. Potts and at Scott's six mile creek, are not noted
on the map I forwarded some time since; and that their location may be
known, have tp state that the stand at Putts~s, is about half a mile from Logan's_, on the road leading to Old Dwight. The road by this stnnd intersects the~military read about three miles from "Logan's." The distance
is not increased by passing that place, and contiguous thereto is good water
u.nd ground for encamping, "Scott's," at six mile creek. This creek is not
laid down on the map; its position on the route is distant from Short mountian1 westward, seven miles.
'rhere is also an error of distances whieh I wi"3h corrrected. From
Choctaw agency to Sans Boince, Coffees crossing, is, from the best information I can get, not less than forty miles ; and from thence to the crossings of the Canadian, near the north fork, thirty miles. These distances
are put _down on the map, twenty miles each; less thirty miles, on that
section of the route, than it should be. · '.
I have the honor to be,
·1
Very respectfully,
Your obedient servant,
J. BROWN, Capt. U. S.·Jl.

Pr. Dis. Jlgt. Ind. Removal.
General GEo.

GIBSON,

Com. Gen. Sub. 'fiVaskington.
June 22, 1835.
Srtt: 'rhere were several of my neighbors out in the woods the other

lay, und were fired on by the Indian~, and three of them badly wounded 1

tor which they demand satisfaction of you, you being the proper person;
:md if they can get no other . satisfaction, they are determined to take it on
them, if they don't keep on their own side of the boundary line. We are
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going to start on a scout on the 25th inst. to r.ruis~ on the line, and if we
find any that refuse to be taken, we shall deal with them as tl1ey de~e1ve.
My company consists of one hnndred men, and there are abont the ~ame
number from the upper county and elsewhere, tbat volunteer their services
for to take the route.
PLease to send me an answer, and mme advice on the subject.
Yours, in baste,
S. V. WALKER.
SEMINOLE AGENCY, June 23, 1835.
Srn: Your letter of yesterday's date, was handed to me this evening, by
Mr. Vi arren. I regret the occurrence of the cireumstance referred to by
you, of which I heard before the arriv11l of your express. I have made a
demand on the nation for the Indians who committed the outrage. To.
morrow the chiefs ai·e to assemble here for the purpose of ordering- the delivery of the depredators over to the civil authorities. I ha,'e no Jou!.:;t they
will be given np. I am much pleased to learn that you, with your company, and a company from an adjoiuing county, intend to scour the country on the Indian border in the direction you indicated, as I have no doubt
it will have a salutary effect upon the Miccasukey Indians, who arc the most
troublesome of any belonging to the nation, especially if the operation
should be directed by prudence and proper discretion, as I trust it will.
. You are aware of the delicate character of our relations with these people,
and that aU causeless irritation should be avoided. The outrage complained of is, in all, calculated to excite indignatioJ) and alarm; but I do not
consider it as evidence of a settled purpose oi any considerable portion of
these people to commit hostilities; and I trust that the result of the ensuing
three or four days will evince the .correctness of my opinion. I hove to request, therefore, that you will not, during your exc.nrsion, cross the Indiu.n
!Joundttry, nor pennit any act to be done which would tend to irritate the
Indians, that can be reasonably avoided. If you can extend your search
to and beyond the Suwaney river, it will enable you to accomplish the ob.
ject of driving the Indians :vitkin their ~oundary. Shoqld you fall
in with any, try to get possessiOn of them Without bloodshed; take their
guns and packs from them, and I think it will have a good effect on them,
to lodge them in jail. The idea of a jail carries terror to the Jndian's
mind.
Be so good as to keep a strict register of the guns, &c. that may be taken,
so that they may be turned over to this office, and eventually returned to
their owners.
Very respectfully,
Your humble servant,
'\'VILEY THOMPSON.

Indian Agent.
To Captain S. V.

WALKER.

SEMINOLE AGENCY, July 5, 1835.
SrR: I sent an express some days ago, to request the attendance of such of
the citizens, who were engagE;d rn the cnfortunate affair, which recently
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occnrred in yonr connty, with a small party nf Indians~ (as could come to
this place,) to do so, for th,~ purp.JSe of making an exnmiuution of the Ind.u.tl prisoners, seven of whom arc in custody, with a view to ddermine
whether it will be proper to trouble the court with the trial, and c!mrge the
pulllic With the expense of all of them, I have examined six of them,
who say there were but eight Indians in the party; that two only fired on
the whites; that six were disarmed by the whites before the firing commenced, and that they could not therefore have fired, if they had !Jeen so disposed.
If this statement be true, and it so ftr agrees wit!:t the statement which, a~
I have heard, the \Vhiteg nuke, the six Indians allnd-:>d to, were only gniltv
of going beyond their boundat:,y. If so they wonld be subject to no -othe-r
penalty rhan that inflicted by the Indian law, which is severe, and the chiefs
are re~tdy to inflict that. The wounded Imlian is subjected to a more serions charge, and. oug-ht, .I thmk, to be punished by the civil authority. I
m tim a tender through you to the civil nnthority of Alachna county, of
the whole ot them, and reqnest that yon will inform me, whether the whole,
and if not the wh-ole~ what portion of them will be claimed by it. You are
aw.u·c that the demand for them must be based. upon admissible affidavits,
charging them with a crime, pnnishnble by the civil authority.
Very respectfullv,
Your humble servant, ·
vVILEY THOMPSON.

Indian Agtnt.
F. H.

Esq.
Judge of Alachua County Cmirt.

SANCEY,

SEMINOLE AGENCY, July 7, 1835.
Sm: Some days ago I sent 'il'Ir. vVinslett to request some of the citizens,

who were engaged in the late unfortunate occurrence with a party of Indians, in Alaclnla connty, to attend an examination of the Indian prisoners
at this plac~, for the purpose of coming to a conclusion, as to the propriety of
sending them to that county for trial. I done so, because judging from the stateDX:!nt made by the Indians, and the statem.')nt that I heard that the party of
whites gave of the affair, I thought it probable that the citizens would be of
opiniot:~., that the six Indians who were disarmed by the whites, before the
firing c~mmenced, were guilty of no crime, but going beyond their boundary and kiHing a cow, and that it would therefore be improper to trouble
the court with their trial: and charge the public with tha expense of their
transportation, imprisonment, and trial. The chiefs are ready to inflict
the penalty of the Indian law upon them, which is severe whipping. The
owner of the cow, that was . killed, wiU have a claim upon the nation for
her value. The other prisoner is subject to a more serious charge, and
ought to be puuished by the civil authority. I wrote to I•,. R. Suncey,
Esq. judge of Alachua county court, making a tender of all the priso11ers,
through him, to the civil authority of the county, and having heard that
you are on your way to his neighborhood, I beg the favor of you to present
the letter to him, (and send this to him as it more fully explains my vie\vs)
and request of him an. answer. It is important that the subject should be
immediately attended to, as the Indians begin to complain of d .:day.
Judge Sancey lives in three miles of Newnansville.
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I am toid that Mr. \\" iu~lett stated, that if 1he citizen; did not aitend on
the d~ty nppointcd, I \vould release the pri~:on8rs. He misundastood me,
as I never lwd an id.;a of rele<t.:> iJJg tbf'ru, nut l I iully Jischargrd rlly duty,
in makiug a direct and regular tender of the ..n lo the civil a 1thority.
Please b1iug Judge Suneey's ans\ver with you.
Y\.'!l'Y i'•:·spectf ull y,
Your humble servant.
vVILEY 'Tl10MPSON,

Indian Agent.
Lieut. C.

SMITH.

CAMP KING,

.July 2G, 1835.

SrR: On the 9th of July, I delivered your letter to Francis R. Sancey, Esq.

jud::;e of the county court of Alachua; also a communication addresEed 'O
myself, in which you express a de~ire to co-operate with the civil authority,
in a full inve'>tigation of all.the circumstances, which lately occurred between a party of the Seminole Indians and several citizens of Alachua.
After reading the communications referred to, Judge Sancey statt d to me,
that he should be obliged to postpone writing to you upon the ~ ubject in
question, until he could see the parties interested in the affair, and have
their statement and views, as to the disposition of the Indian prisoners.
At your reque~t I read your letter to many respectable citizens. The
orjginal I here with enclose. •
I am, very respectfully,
Sir, your most obedient servant,
CONSTANTINE S~.IYrH,
Lt. 2d Reg. Art.
Gen. WILEY Tnol\IPSON,

Sup. of India'n Jltfaits,
Seminole .llgency, East Florida.

SEMINOLE AGENCY,

July 27, 1835.

SIR: On the 7th inst. I wrote to Francis R. Sancey, Esq. judge of Alachua county court, making a tender of the Indian prisoners now in confinement, through him, to the civil authority. M.y letter to him was delivered by Lieutenant C. Smith on the 9th insr. Eighteen days has since
transpired, and I have not yet received an answer, notwithstanding the short
di~tlnce which separates Judge Sancey from this post; I have therefore
decided to release them to the chiefs, now assembled, on their pledge,
(which they have given to me) to deliver them up, should they be hereafter called for.
I request, therefore, that you will order them to be sent to my office,
where the chiefs are assembled.
·
Very respectfully,
·
Your humble servant,
WILEY THOMPSON.
Col. A. C. HAMMIN.

[ ·Doc.
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SEMINOLE AGENCY,

241
Noventber 30, 1.836.

SrR: About the 14th inst. I was informed that five of the chiefs, friendly

to emigration with their people, amounting to from four to five hundred,
had fled to the vicinity of Fort Brooke on Tampa Bay, for protection. On the
26th inst. Charley Emartly, the most intelligent, active and enterprising
chief in this part of the nation, friendly to removal, was murdered by those
opposed to the removal: this murder was effected through the agency of a
sub-chief; -(Povodly) who professed to be and was considered friendly. The
consequences resulting from this murder, leaves no doubt that actual force
must be resorted to for the purpose of effecting the removal, as it has produced
a general defection among those Indians now in the nation, who were
pledged to remove voluntarily. What effect it may have on those assembled at the B:ty, T can only conjecture; they are in a deplorable condition, s3parated from this post by the whole extent of the Indian territory, a distance of upwards of one hundred !'niles; remote from th0se
sections where supplies are produced, and in the vicinity of a post
which has no extra provisions, and which is .dependent upon sea tran.
sportation for supplies of every description. Destitute of the means of
subsistence, it is to be feared they, too, \\'ill return to the nation, and,
from necessity, become disaffected. I had advertised the sale of Indian
cattle, to com ~nence on the 1st of the ensuing month, but the murder of
Charley E,1urtla, and the threats of the hostile Indians, produced such a
panic among those who would have surrendered their cattle, as to defeat
that operation totally. In all probahility, the obstinacy and treachery o{
these Indians will supersede the necessity of any valuation and sale of their
cattle, as these will be lost or. destroyed in the conflict which is now inevitable. If any of the Seminoles should be able to surrender their cattle to mein compliance with ·the treaty, during the struggle, I will take ·such measures as I m:ty think best calculated to secure the interest of all concerned.
We must not lose sight of the removal of at least a considerable portion of
these p~ople at the appointed time. These refractor)• people should, and
will, (on a concentration of the forces under General Clinch,) be forced to
yield, or they will be crushed. A determined movement upon them will:
perhaps, reassure those disposed to be friendly, and convince those who are
hostile, of the folly of any attempt to resist.
Very respectfully,
Your obedient servant,
WILEY THOMPSON,
Sup. Sem. Rernovat.
Gen. G. GmsoN.

EMIGRATION OF INDIANS,

OJJice of Com. Gen. of Sub. Dec. 3, 1835.
Sm: Yourletter of the lOth ult. is just received. There will be no difficulty in regard to the paying of Mr. 'Vinslet for his services as interpreter.
It was thought best that the certi~cate of his having served should proceed
from the superintendent ; because it was believed, notwithstanding his be ·
ing .actively employed a considerable distance from your point of location,
that you were cognizant of the appointment, and could certify to the duties
having been performed. But Major Zantzinger's certificate will be per-
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fectly satisfactory, and .tlfat gentlen:an can state the facts respecting the·
-]weping of a horse. lf Mr. vVinslet did so oi necessity constantiy,. let him
:be paid accordingly.
Re~pectfully, . ~c.

GEO. GIBSON, C. G. S.
.Gen. WILEY 'rHOMPSO!';,
Sup. Sem. Removal, ·: Sfpn. :Agency, FlorideJ,.

EMIGRATION OF ' INDIANS,

Ojfic9 rJom. Gen. Sub. Dec. 4, 1835.
Srn-: Yours of the :13th November,. written at Camden, Pennsylvauia,
and enclosing contracts for furnishing transport, provisions, and goods, for
the Seminole Indians, and with a physicia,n for his attendance, dta;ing the
emigration, came duly to hand.
·
'fhe course you have pursued in regard to the contracts, ~_nd the'. mg,nner
in which you have thus far carried out the instructions <;Jf this office, are
.approved.
· This office would mo~t ch!2erfully allow the distribution of 1he h.ln,nkets,
frocks, &c.:, before emigration, but the tr~aty provides it should take place
after. The best tpat can be done by way of mitigation of the influence of
;the season upon the Seminoles, will be, to make the distribution at;.Rock
·Row. .T his can, I doubt not, be effected, -with the exception, of course, of
that portion of the blankets .sent west.
OEO. GIBSON, C.. Q.'1S.
:~ieut. J: .W. HARRis,
;Disbursing Agent.-Sem-inoles, New Orle.ans.

WA,R

DEPARTMENrr,,D.ecember 4, 183J).

:;I have jnst . received your letter of the 13th ultimo. WhenJ re,·quested,. in my letter to you of the 20th of Oct.ober, that .force should not. be
~pplied m t~e removal of the refractory Serruno]e~, until _those of;.the: tnbe
. who were disposed peaceably to go had proc~eded to theu embarki;ition, I
did not intend to. prevent all proper measures for the apprehension of ,:th~
Indians who had b~ei~: concerned wit~ the murder of Dalton. Qn the con. trary, I concur fully 111 your suggestiOns, ~hat these perso~s shoq~d be ,:ar. rested .w.itho~t delay. And you are autho.nzed to proceed 111 such rpannerllt
and at su~h tlme, as you may _Judge expedwnt to arrest them, and to ,deJiv.er·
, them . ov~r to:the civ1lauthonty .
.Respectfully, &d.
S;tR

•.:Brevet Brig~ Qen. D.: L. CLINcH,
,;
U..lS,, Army, Fort Ki~g, Floridq,.

L.EW. OASS,
_Secreta.ry. ()!,:W<Zr.
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Crr_ry OF NEW OnL EANs, LA. Dec. 7, 1835.
I have the honor to acknowledge your letter of the 18th nltimo,
and the enclosure, with this statement_of letters received and written in November.
I arrived at this city on the evening of the 1st inst. only; this, in conse-'
quence of unavoidable delays on the road. I have been engaged since my
arrival in collecting the necessary infom1ation to complete my arrangaments for the removal and subsistence of the Florida Indians. But in consequence of the uncertainty of the arrival at the Balize of the emigrants to
be first embarked, the terms offered are too disa<} vaHtageous to the economy
of service to admit of my closing a contract. I have satisfled myself by
inquiry through the best houses here, th~t there will be nq risk in deferring
my engagements until the arrival of the party at the Balize. I have interested a suitable agent to be upon the look out, and to warn masters of a .
certain class of steam-boats, that they will probably find a cash employment by being in port between the 25th and 31st of January next. I shall
take passage on board the fleetest sailer of our sea transports, and :-;hall part
compa'1Y in season to be at the BaJize a few hours before the rest. I shall
immediately repair to the city and conclude my arrangements. My agent
is furnished with a copy of the stipulations I shall require, and is also au.
thorized to have an eye upon the provision market. Provisions are now
unnsually hicrh; the produce of th~ year has not yet come in; and I shn,ll
conseqnentlybuy at present only such as is indispensably needed to subsist
the emigrants at T~mpa Bay.
I shall leave to-morrow morning for Fort King. Please address to this
city.. Captain Brown has recent ad vices from me, relating, however, to
my arrangements and individual opinion as to the success of the emigration.
I have hacl no advices from the Seminole agency since I left there, viz: the
4th September last.
I have the honor to be, &c.
JOSEPH W . . HARRIS, Lieut.
Disbursing Agent, Florida Indians.
General GEORGE GIBsoN-,
.
Commissary General of Subsistence.
SJR:

N. B. Please advise me if the deposite banks are not bound to give drafttl
on the north or south, as the interests of service may, in the opinion of disbursing agents, require?

J.W.H.
SEMINOLE AGENcY, Dec. 7, 1835. ·
. Sm : Your letter of the 13th ultimo, with Colonel Y an~ey's account_ endosed, was received by last mail. I regret that the hurry o(the moment
when it w&s enclosed. to you, caused me to overlook tl~e .ue.cessity of making
my requisition for the payment of it. You have it herewith returned; the
omission supplied. The Ind~ans in this section of the ~ation, - immediateJy
succeeding t~e murder of the cl1ief, Charley g~;nartla, assemhled at the .to'WnS
called Big Swamp and Long Swamp. ·On yesterday morning I received informatioi\ that they have all disappeared; their destination is the subject of various conjectures here. There are only thirteen Indians who have -come in to
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this post. We can obtain no runners, as the Indians here are afraid to
venture out of sight of the post; we have, therefore, not yet ascertained
what direction they have .taken. I have no doubt that the object of the
whole body of the disaffected is to retreat to the wild region on the peninsula of Florida, in the neighborhood of what is called the Everglades.
Holate Emartla, and his four co-chiefs, with their people, are still in the
vicinity of Fort Brooke, on Tampa Bay. Captain Fraser has jnformed me
that they suffer much for provisions~ and I have requested him to make
such economical issues to them, as the extra supplies which he has in store
will admit ; and to afford them all possible protection, as I very much fear
it is a prime object with the hostile Indians to destroy the whole party. The
maintenance ofHolate Emartla and his party in their present. position, I con
sider of great importance, as their dispersion would serve to encourage the
disaffected and correspondingly depress those friendly to emigration. Besides, by maintaining him and his party there, we present a rallying point
for such as may be disposed to come in after their panic subsides. For
these reasons I have requested Captain Fraser to issue provjsions to them.
Marauding parties of Indians have recently burned a few houses beyo~d
the Indian boundary, and stole sume horses. These, with other circumstances, induce me to consider the Indians as decidedly in a state of hostility.
'
Very respectfully,
Your obedient servant,
WILEY THOMPSON,
Superinte11dent Seminole Removal.

Gen.

GEoRGE GIBSON.

E!\IIQRATION OF INDIAN'S,

Off Com. Gen. of Sub. Dec. 9, 1835.
SIR: I acknowledge the reception to-day of your letter of the 18th ult.
It had not been forgotten that a contract had been made for the subsistence
of the Seminoles, but it was believed the contractor might not fulfil it1
in consequence of the procrastination of the removal, and compulsion in
such a case, or purchasing for the outset, must not be resorted to. Still it
· is by no means intended to say that the withdrawal of contractors under
J' any pretence should be countenanced.
A letter received from you on the
3d instant, dated the 12th November, states the difficulty in which this Seminole contractor has involved himself, omd asks whether the securities may
fulfil th~ contract, in such manner as that they can get pay for the rations
delivered by them. There is no doubt of this; the bond recognises their
right to do so, and the receipt may be given to them as sectujties of Jouett.
S:JOuld any question, in regard to the profits, arise hereafter between them
·and Jouett, or his heirs, that would be another matter, and would, perhaps.
have to be decided judicially:
The wagon roll was transmitted to you ; you will find another copy
herewith.
You remark that it would be preferable the blankets and frocks intended
for the Seminoles should be sent to Little Rock, rather than to Rock Row.
Th 3 intention was that they should be distributed Rt the latter place, but
they will be landed at the mouth of White river, and can assuredly as well
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be distl"ibuted there as at Rock Row. Should the property arrive at New
Orleans, or mouth of White River, after the Indians have passed, you will
have it transported to Fort Gibson ; but you will make immediate arrangements to pay the freight at the mouth of White River, where it may arrive
before the Indians reach that place.
The time at which the Seminoles are to be removed is of their 0wn selection. I regret 1 as well as you do, that they could not be got to emigrate· at
a more genial season. I trust, ho\vever, to the known ability of those
employed, to direct the movements throughout, for overcoming the obstacles which may present themselves.
,
The monthly acknowledgment of letters will do, except especial action
is immediately required.
GEORGE GIBSON, C. G. S.
Capt. JAcoB BRowN,

Pr. Dis. Agt. Rem. Ind. Little Rock, A. T.
E:riHGRATION OF INDIANS,

Office Com~ Gen. of Sub. Decem!Jer 11, 1835.
Sm: Immediately after the arrival of the Seminole emigrants at the mouth

of ·white river, yon will, (should the blankets,· frocks, &c. intended for
them have reached that place,) distribute amollg them those articles, accord-

ing- to the following rules. The trea1y g-uaranties to every man, woman
Rnd child, a blanket and a frock, and it is estimated that there are abou.t
three thousand Indians. Eight hundred and fifty pairs of blankets, have
already been sent to Fort Gibson for them, and seven hundred pairs of blankets, with fourteen hundred frocks fur males, and materials for sixteen hundred wrappers for females, will be sent fro·n N,~w York in a few days.
There will then be at the mouth of White river, blankets for fourteen hundred, and frocks, &c. for three thousand persons. Both blankets and frocks
are of three sizes to wit :
Blankets, largest size
300
second size
750
third size
350
lj400
Frocks, largest size
second size
third size

600 500
300
1,400

The material to be distributed to the females will be in about the following proportion according to Lieutenant Harris's calculation.
Yards

To the largest size, say 700 persons 7! yards each
second size.
600
':
51,
do.
third size, '
300
"
4""
do

4,fi50

3,300
1,200
9,050
~
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The 1,'7'00 blankets at Fort Gibson will be distributed iinmediately aftc1
'the Indians reach the new country.
The articles will be delivered to the Indians in such manner that everv
one may get his due; 1ut the receipts or acknowledgments of the chiefs
a1!d head men will suffice. The delivery will be made in presence of the
agents for removal, and certified to by them. A form of "abstract" is herewith and also a "quarterly statement of treaty articles." On the latter you
·will charge yourself with the 1ull quantity of each article received, and .
ere dit yourself with the delivery on the former. The statement will be
reudered quarterly as long as any articles remain in your hands.
Yours, &c.

GEO. GIBSON, Com. Gen. Sub.
Captain JAcoB BRowN,

PTin. Dis. Agent, Little Rock.

FoRT KING, FLo. Decembe1· 30, 1835.
To CoM. GEN. SuBSISTENCE, - U. S. AT my:
SIR: I have the honor to report to you my arrival at this post, which J
rrucbed on the evening of the 28th ~nstant, having been delayed by unavoidable detainures upon the road several days beyond the time I fixed upon
for the accomplishment of my journey.
I regret that it becomes my first duty after my arrival here, to be the
narrator of a s ory which it will be, I am sure, as painful for you to hear:
as it is for me, who was almost an eye witness to the bloody deed, to relatP
to yon. Our excellent superintendent; Gen. 'J!Viley 11wmpson, has been
·roost cruelly murdered by a pm·ty of the host'ile Indians, and with him
Lieutenant Constant ne Smith, of the 2d regiment of artillery, Erastus
Rogers the sutler of the post, to~ethcr with his two clerks, a 1\1r. Hitzler.
aud a bov called Robert.
This occurred on the afternoon of the 28th instant, between three and
four o'clock. 'rhe troops,- with the exception of Captain Lendrum's compnny of the 3d artillery, had been with<;lmwn on the 26th, to reinforce
General Clinch, at Lang Syne plantation, preparatory to his striking a
blow at the families of the Indians supposed to be concealed in the swamps
and hammocks of the \Vithlacoochee river, with the hope of bringing on
a gener{ll engagement. The departure of the detachment had rendered
rrecaution more necessary, and all those attached to the fort or agency,
lnd been required to move within the picketing. General Thornpson slept
within the defences, and passed the greater part of the day at the agency
of:1ce, about 100 yards beyond thQ works. The sutler had moved his
goods into the fort, but was in the habit of eating his meals at his house,
some six or eight yards otl; skirting a thick hammock to the northwest of
us. His clerks ate with him.
On the day of the massacre Lien1enant Smith had dined with the genen:J, and after dinner invited him to tnke a short stroll with him. 'rhe\·
h "'.d not proceeded more thau 300 yards beyond the agency office, whei1
they were fired upon by a party of Indians, who rose from ambush in the
.fl'ammock, within sight of the fort, and on which the sutler's house borders.
'I'he reports of the first rifles fired, the war-whoop twice repeated, and,
after a brief space, several other volleys more remote and in the quarter o1
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Mr. Rogers's house, were heard, and the smoke of the firing seen at the
fort.
Upon the first alarm Captain Lendrnm drew in his men, who were for
the most part busily engag:~d without the pickets, securing and strengthening the defences . . Expecting an assault from the hammock immedi~
ate! y fronting and~ flanking the fort, and not then knowing of the absence
of Gener~l Thompson and the others, thinking the firing was bnt a feint
to draw hun out to be cut off. Shortly, h1;nvever, the fact \vas made known
to him, and about the same time several whites and colored people, who
had escaped from the sutler's house, cane running in and apprised Captain Lendrum that Mr. Rogers, his clerks and themselves, had been surprised at dinner; and that the three former had, in all probability, fallen
mto the hands of the Indians.
,
· .
It was at this moment that Lieut. Colonel Crane, of the army, and mySPlf, with an escort of ~ix mounted militia upon jaded horses, arrived at
the fort, by the rear of the hammock from which the amhush arose. A
cotnnund was instantly despatched to succor, and pursue, if not too late.
But the butchery had been as brief as it was complete, and the last whoop
that had been heard was the signal for a precipitate retreat, and the savage
perpetrators were already beyond the reach of our small force.
The bodies of General Thompson, Lieutenant Smith and lVlr. Kitzler,
were soon forfnd and ~ronght in ; those of the others were only discovered
this morning. That of General Thompson wa1 perforated with fourteen
bullets and a deep knife wound in the right breast. 1.,hose of Lieutenaut
Smith and Mr. Kitzler, had each received two bullets, and the head of the
latter was so broken that the brain~ had come out. The bodies of the two
found to-day were most shockingly mangled; the heads of each very much
broken ; the body of Mr. Rogers was penetrated by seventeen bullets and
that of the boy by two. All, saving th:; boy, were scalped. The re.mains
of these unfortunates were decently and properly interred to-day,
rrhe cowardly murderers are suppose<l to be a party of the Mickasookee
tribe of 40 or 60 stron,Q.", under the traitor Powell, whose shrill peculiar
war-whoop was recognis-ed by our interpreters, and the one or two friendly
Indians we have at the fott who know it well.
·
Two expresses, soldiers, were despatched upon fresh horses on the evening of this horrid tragedy, with tidings of it to General Clinch ; but from
our not hearing from him or them, we are apprehen~ive that they were cut
off. \Ve are alse> exceedingly anxious for the fate of the two companies
which had been ordered up from fort Brooke, and which should have been
so a W-3ek ago, of whom we can learn nothing. Our communication
with Tampa is cnt off.
I am apprehensive that the hostile disposition is a very general one. All
the upper Indians, with bnt a few exceptions, who were.friendty since the
, eon neil of April last, have gone over to the war party. 'N e are told that .
Micrrnopy 1 the head chief: is opp::lsed to hostile measures, though still objecting to e ,nigrate~ and has ordered all his people to remaitJ neutral. Upon
this statem(mt I place no reliance. There may be in all, from 5 to 600
peo~le i!l the nation who will consent to rem,ove peaceably .. I hear th~t
there an from 3 to 500 already assembled at Tampa Bay. ·The rest will
.fight and mLBt be 1vhipped first.
'.
I regret exceedingly, sir, to be the bearer of sueh un welco·me and melancholy tidings to you, and wish in my heart that the interests of your
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Department could wear a more promising aspect in this quarter. From
my conversat,ion with yourself and the hon. Secretary of War, when at
·vvashington in October, which led to the appointment of "David M. Sheffield as an assistant agent," I conceive him to be the proper tcmpora1 y successor of the late superintendent, and I have advised him to as~ume _the
duties of the office. He is a gentleman without experience, to be sure, in
the official station to which he is so suddeuly called ; but he possesses a
fund of plain, unpretending, practical common sense, wbich, in my opiuion 1
will render him every way competent to fill, with ef-ficiency, the vacancy
occasioned by this melancholy casualty. Whatever assistance my own
experience may be to him has been most cheerfully tendered, and will
always be at his command.
l\iy presen! advices will be that the agents of the removal: shall repair
to Tampa Bay as soon as o11r communication shall be opened; that such
Indians as we shall find assembled, with the exception of the warrinrs and
boys whose services may he required by General Clinch, shall be embarked
on board the transports as they arrive, both for their better security, and to
insure the fidelity of the males who shall be employed as above. At the
expiration of the "lay days" required by the contract, it will be best to discharge such of the transports assembled at Tamp~ Bay, whofe services
will not be required to sail with such of the enJigrants as shall be then collected, whom I will accompany as far as New Orleans; there forward to
Rock Row, and remain myselfto furnish transportation and subsi£tence to
such as shall eome after, and to mal\e the necessary settlements with contractors, &c. To leave at Tampa Bay such vessels as, in likelil':ood, will
be required before those of the first party can return from the Babze, and
to let the Indians be closely confined on board of these as they aJ e br<'ught
in, until it be deemed expedient to despatch a second p~rty; and so of a
third, until all are removed. Should the1e be no promise of removing in
all, a greater number than that for which sea transportation has been con~
tracted, viz: eighteen hundred, it will probably be more economical to
retain, upon demurrage, a reasonable time, than to discharge the transeorts
whose services will eventually be required. Of the expediency of choice
in these adoptions I can only judge hereafter.
As soon as practicable I shall aid Mr. Sheffield in examining the papers
of General Thompson, in taking an inventory of the property, and in adopt~
ing such measures as, in our judgments, shall best secure the service and
his heirs fi·om further suffering from his bloody taking oft'. The returns
due from me as disbursing agent will be speedily made out and forwarded.
I would respectft1lly suggest that yon recommend_to the bon. Secretary
of vVar, that the annuity due to the hostile Indians, shall be retained to
defray in part the expenses of this war, and that the slaves who shall be
captured, whom I believe to have been genentlly £lct1ve instigators to 0 ll"
present troubles, be sold at public sale, and the proceeds appropriated to the
Sallie object.
W1thout prejudice to my duties in your Department, I have considered
that the present posture of affitirs called for my tu11porary ~erv i ces in the
field, and upon my arrival ut Lnng Syne plantation, the heud qnar ers ot
General Clinch, I placed my military capacities at the disposal of that
officer. Two comp.('lnies have been daily expected at this post f1om Fort
Brqoke for some time past, and four in all are now hourly looked for. It is
strange they have not arrived before. I was ordered l>y General Clinch to
1
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accomprmy Lieutenant Colonel Crane to this post with the hope of our
findiug this reinforcement already here, and to aid in bringing it up to
form a junction with the corq.bined forces of himself alld General Call
upou the Withlacoochee. The present strength of these Generals amounts
to something upwards of 200 United States troops alld 500 mounted militia. In consequence of the non-arrival of the companies from below, and
the weak cm)dition of Fort King, Colonel 0. and myself are to remain here
until further orders.
Accept, sir, &c.
JOSEPH "\'Y. HARR~S, Lieut.

Dis. Agent, Fl,o. Indians.
Since writing the foregoing, which I had hoped to have forwarded ere
this to the nearest post town, we have had news of the safe arrival of our
expresses at General Clinch's head quarters. One of them returned here
to-day at about 1 o'clock, P . .M. He brings us for news that the forces of
Generals Clinch and Call were brought into action on the left bank of the
Withlacoochee river, about 40 miles from here, on the afternoon of Thursday, the 31st ult. In consequence of the depth of the stream and want of
boats, the troops were crossed slowly, some by a single canoe, some by
swimming. About 200 regulars and a few militia had been crossed, and
General Clinch and a number of the officers were engaged at the nver in
constructing a temporary bridge to cross the militia, whose horses would
not swim, when they were suddenly set upon hy the Indians. Ou.r troops
had been formed in the pine barren upon which the hammock borders
about one quarter of a mile from the river. Arms had been piled, and according to accounts they were somewhat scattered and taken by surprise.
The order of battle was promptly taken I believe, and for fifty minutes a
sharp skirmishing ensued. The Indic=ms were muc.h concealed by the
hammock; onr men were mnch exposed in the open pine barren. From
the accounts I suppose the enemy to have been driven back, and, from some
good cause doubtlessly, our troops were recrossed the river before night set
in; and the next morning retreated to Lang Syne. But few of the militia,
says the report, were in the battle, and their dett!rmination to return immediately to their homes, is the conjecture we hazard as to this precipitate
retreat. It is calculated the enemy were from 2UO to 300 strong. Our
force was rising of 200 regulars, and more than 500 mounted militia. Our
loss 4 killed and 40 or 50 wounded, amongst the latter, Captain William
Graham, 4th infantry, and Lieutenants Graha.m and Maitland of the 3d.
and Ridgely of the 2d artillery. It is thought the enemy's Joss was from
ao to 40 killed (probably exaggerated) and many wounded.
rrhe above has been corroborated by the arrival of Lieutenant Talcott,
3d artillery, \vho \vas in the action. All agree that the Indians fought
well.
Respectfully: &e.
JOSEPH ,V. HARRIS,

St. Dis. Agt.
Sunday night, Jan. 3, 1836:
The troops from Tampa have not yet arrived and we feel exceedingly
anxious about them. It is said a soldier's knapsack was found on the battle ground of the 31st; dropped by one of the enemy.

J. W. H.
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El\HGRATI0N OF lNDIANS,
Sub~ December 31, 1835~
SIR: I have to acknowledge the receipt of your communications of the·
3~th ultimo, and 7th instant.
Respectfully, &c:
GEO. GIBSONr G~ G. S.
General WILEY THoMPsoN,
81.tpt. Seminole Removal, Fort King, Florida.

O.ffice Com. Gen. of

LITTLE RocK, January 2, 1836.

s{R: Herewith I haYe the honor to transmit three contracts with bonds,
to supply the Seminole Indians with subsistence and forage, 'and for
wagons and teams to transport their baggage, on the route of emigration
from Rock Row, to their new country west; and
'
I am, sir, very respectfully,
'
Your obedient servant,
J. BROWN, Capt. U. S. Army,

Prin. Dis. Agent, Indian Removal.
Genera] GEo. GIBSoN,
Com. Gen. Sub. VVasltington, D. C.

LITTLE RocK, A. T. Jan. 6, 1836.
SIR: I have to acknowledge the .receipt of your letters dated 7th, 9th,
lOth, and 11th ultimo, covering form of wagon roll, abstract and quar~
terly statements of property reeeived and issued to Indians.
,
The instructions in relation to the delivery of the blankets and frocks
to the Seminoles, at the mouth of White rive1: shall be attended to.
!Very respectfully, I am sir,
Your obedient servant,
J. BROWN, Capt. U. s. Army,
Prin. Dis. Age.>it, Indian Re·mmJal.
General GEo. GrBSON,
Com. Gen. Sub. Washington D. C.

FoRT BRooKE, 'TAMP A, ·
January 9, 1836.
SIR : I have the honor to forward this, by express, td Saint Marks, and
by the same opportunity have communicated with Governor Eaton nnd
General Clinch, and have referred the former to Mr. Steel, of the customhouse department, who will wait upon him at Tallahassee, and afford him
1nany useful details.
·
· No attack has yet been made on this post, though we have constantly
expected it, as the enemy is round us, and, as we snplJose, in force, and
very audaciously stealing horses and cattle close to our picket; six .hor~es
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were carried off yes:erday, and a negro, from whom they will doubtless get
what information they want.
·
N~arly the complete number (4 wanting) of transports for the emigration
service have arrived, and the agent for the contractors is very anxious to
li:now wh<tt they have to do on the 15th, the day on which their performance of the agreement is to commence ; Lieutenant Harris, the agent for
the United States, being yet absent.
.
Lo0king to the contingencies of the campaign, already, I trust, gallantly
commenced by the Floridians and Georgians, as auxil~aries to General
Clinch, I have advised the cl1ief Holate Emartla, of thep~obable want of
the best qualified and active young men and warriors of his force, to serve
us guides; scouts, &c. To this, he promptly and cheerfully acceeded, should
he be advised to that effect by the agent. His whole force is on duty every
night around the work, and perhaps a mib or two in advance; they have
their pirogucs ready for retreat if pressed, as I could by QO means receive
them in the work. I have issued them 75 blankets, of which 55 were purchased. We are without any information from head quarters. One great
reason for this express to Saint Marks, is to communicate either with Gen.
Clinch or Governor Eaton. The vessel is a store schooner on ,demurrage,
and at no more expense than demnrrage she performs this useful duty.
·
I h,ave the honor to be, ,
Your obedient servant,
F. S. BELTON,

Captain Artillery Corwmanding.

To General JONES.
Adjutant General.

FoRT

KrNa, FLoRIDA TERRITORY,

January 10, 1836.
Sm: I have herewith the honor to cover to you my account current,
property retnrn, and statement of agents, and return of provisions, for the
·hh quarter of the year 18:~5. I send no estimate for the curr.e nt quarter.
It i.:; impossible for me to draw up other than a fonn, in the present position of nffairs. Just now, I would not hazard a conjecture, even of twmity(uur !ww·s into the future.
· Our commnnications with Tampa Bay remain closed, and not a word
has been heard from there since the breaking ont of hostilities.
As soon as the road is open, I shall repair .thither.
I have the honor to be, sir,
With very great esteem,
Your obedient servant,
JOSEPH
HARRIS, Lieut.

·vv.

Dis. Agent, Florida Indians.

To C\mr.

GEN. SuBsiSTENCE,

United States Army.
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SEMINOLE AGENcY, FoRT KING;
Janum·y 10~ 1836.
SIR: I have the honor herewith to enclose to you the quarterly statement of agents and others employed in the removal and sub~istence of the
Florida Indians, for the quarter ending on the 31st December, 1835. This
duty has devolved upon me, from the distressing- occurrence of the death
of the Jate superintendent, General "\Viley 'I,hompson, of which, I presume.
you have been advised by the disbursing agent, Lieutenant .T. vV. Harris,
by who~e advic_e, in conjunction with that of Colonel Crane, I am (for the
t1me bemg) actmg as superintendent of the Seminole removal.
I have the honor to be,
Very respectfully,
Your t>bedient servant,
D. M. SHEFFIELD.
GEoRGE GIBSoN, Esq.

Com. Gen. Sub. Washington City.

wAR

DEP~!RTMEN'l',

January 11, 1836.
SrR: General Clinch has this day been informed, that as soon as thf'
Indians have been reduced to submission, they must be properly secured
and embarked, as soon as possible, on board the vessels providP.d for them.
and proceed to their destination west of the Mississippi. You will cause'
to be provided the proper transportation, agreeably to the instructions heretofore given, and exert yourself to remove them as promptly as po~ible.
Respectfully, &c.
LEWIS CASS,
Seactary of Wm·.
General WILEY THoMPSoN,
Sup. Seminole Removal, Fort King, Flm·ida.

DEPARTMENT,
January 11, 1836.
SIR: I am instructed by the President to say to you, that you will continue your operations against the Iudians until they are reduced to ~ub-
mission. You will grant them no pacification but upon their unconditional
surrender, and with a distinct understanding that they embark immediately
on bou.rd the vrsscls thut have been provided , and proceed, without delay~
to the conntr{ that has been set apart for them west of the Mississippi river.
All the necessary arraugements for that purpose, will b~ made in conformity with the previous instructions by Gen~ral rrhomp-;:on, in conjunction
with yourself. I~rom the state of the feeling manifested by the Indians, it
wiJl be proper that the necessary guards should accompany them, and for
this, you ·will provide as, in your opinion, circumstances will require. When
a pacification is granted to the Indians, they must place themselves immediately nuder your control, and must be properly secured until they can be
embarked, Such of them as you can aseertain have been guilty of private
WAR
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murders, previous to the commencement of hostilities, or any other infrac~
tions of the laws, you will apprehend and deliver over to the civil authorities for examination.
Respectfully, &c.
LEWIS CASS,
Secretary of War.
Brevet Brig. Gen. D. L. CLINcn,
U. S. Army, Fort King, Floridtl.

VVAR DEPARTMENT,

January 16, 1836.
SrR: I have just learned, with much regret, that General Thompson has

been killed by the Indians. I have to request that you will assign some
officer to perform the duties entrusted to hirn, so that there may be no delay
in the removal of the Indians. Let him be guided by the instructions
which have been given on this subject. It is proper, however, to remark,
that no compensation for this duty can be allowed under the law, except
his actual travelling expenses.
Respectfully, &c.
LE\VIS CASS,
Secretary of 1-Var.
Brevet Brig. Gen. D. L. CLINcH,
U. S. Army, Fort King, Florid:J.

-

FoRT KrNG, January 17, 1836.

SrR: I have herewith the honor to forward the last half quarterly ac-

counts of Joel Yancey for $184, agreeably to former instructions.
I make this payment upon the requisition of the act.ing· superintendent,
l\1.r. Sheffield, in consequence of the determination of this ofiiccr a;nd myself to proceed forthwith to Tampa Bay, by the way of St. Marks, qhartering a small vessel i!t the latter place for this purpose, and of the wants of
the said Yancey requi~ing 1 that he should have money.
When I last wrot0 to y0u I had hoped to have been at Tampa Bay before
this. The route, how~ver, remains closed, and General Clinch is not at present, he informs me, in force to spare an escort, and will not be, he thinks, short
of fourteen or fifteen days. This will not enable me to reach Fort Brooke
under tw~nty or hventy-one days with the best of fortune. If 1 am luch.-y
upon the route I have adopted, I may get there in nine days, my only regrets are not having adopted it before.
Not a word as yet from the troops at Fort Brooke, or those who were to
have come from thence ; we are more than ever anxious about them.
It is the general opinion no\v, I believe, that there are from four to five
hundred warriors in the field of the hostile party, and they give daily and,
to us, mortifying proofs how much they have been underrated. NEarly oneha~f, indeed I believe more than one-half. of General Clinch's available re-
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gular force is employed in the transportation of provisions, the balance is
hardly strong enough to defend itself within its picketings.
I have the honor to be, sir,
Respectfully your obedient servant,
JOSEPH W. HARRIS, Lieut.
Dis. Ag't Florida ludicazs.
To CoM. GEN. SuB. U. S. Anny.

TALLAHASSEE, FLoRIDA, January 27, 183G.
Finding after writing the above that I should out-travel the mail, I have
been its bearer this far upon its journ~y. I am just in from St. Murks where
I have been disappointed in not being able to get immediate passage for
Tampa Bay. I shall be able to do so on Satnrday. I heard the first
idings of the melancholy fate of Major Dade's commaud when within fifty
miles of this plaf!e only.
The account is necessarily vague; the main points of it, however, are
sufficientlv corroborated.
There {s no doubt that eight galla11t officers, and upwards of one hundred
brave soldiers, the elite of the five companies then at Fort Brooke, have
been overwhelmed by numbers, and most inhumanly butchered by our
·savage foe. From all we can learn both officers and mei1 fought desperately,
and to the latest breath 1:obly acquitted themselves of their duties to their
country.
It is c~u1e~1tly believed that Micconopy, the h~ad chief of the Seminoles
proper, was present and directed or sanctioned the attack. Also, that all
the Indians and neg-roes not with the troops are under arms, and that they
have been strongly 'reinforced of late by runaway and stolen negroes. The
enemy is evidently in greater strength than I had imagined, probably not
to exceed one thousand u:arriors, although the more popular opinion is that
the number nearer approaches two tlwusrmd.
I learn that there is rather more than five hundred friendly Indians at
Tampa.
I shall be unable to decide definitely upon the discharge of transports
until I reach Fort Brooke, as soon after which time as opportunity offers, I
shall write to you. Please address me in duplicate to New Orleans and
Fort Brooke, Tampa Bay, Florida.
Respectfully, your obedient servant,
JOSEPH W. HARRIS, Lieut.
Dis. Ag't Florida lndians.

EMIGRATION OF INDIANS,

Office Com. Gen. of ~·ub. January 21, 1836.

Sxn : I have the honor to send you copies and extracts from communications addressed to this office on the subject of Seminole Indians, and of
several communications addressed to General Clinch and General Thomp·
,son. When you have leisure to peruse tht:se papers you will find in them
useful and interesting information, particularly in Lieutenant Harris's letter
of the 31st ultimo, and the postscript of the 3d instant. I take the liberty
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to say of Lieut. J. vV. Harris~ 3d artillery, (onr disbursing- mnigrating officer
in Florida) that he has not his snperior, of his grade, in the army. His
business habits are unsurpassed, and he is in every way a highly accomplished and most efficient officer.
Very respectfully, &c.
J. H. HOOK,
. Uajor
.
U. S. Army.
To. ~ajor General ScoTT, U. S. Army.

EMIGRATION OF INDIANS,
Office Com. Gen. 8ub. January 21, 1836.
SrR: Your commur~ication, dated Fort King, 30th December, together
with your letter of the 3lst instant, your account current, monthly return
of provisions, received and issued, and your account of letters written and
received, are received.
In the present uncertain and unsettled state of Indian affairs in Florida,
I can give no further definite instructions; but having entire confidence in
the zeal and intelligence of yourself and Mr. Sheffield, commit to your good
judgment and sonnd discre.tion, under the approbation of the commanding
officer of the troops in Flonda, the proper and necessary measure to be pursued in the immediate removal of the Seminole lndians to the west of the
Mississippi.
Th3 future rendition of the statement of letters written and received,.
agreeable to circular of the 1st October, 1835, is no longRr required.
' GEO.RGE GIBSON, C. G. 8.
Lieut. J. \V. HARRIS)
·
Dis. Ag't Seminoles, Fort l{ing, Florida.

EMIGRATION OF INDIANS,

Ojjice Com. Gen. Sub . .laN.uaty 25, 1836.
s 1 ~: Your comh1unicntion of the 3()th December, 1835, is· Jeceived, and
I reg-ret. to learn that your anticipations as therein expressed are more than
reaffzed.
.
P}ease keep this office constantly informed of the state of affairs around
yo~.

GEORGE GIBSON,
Com'y· Gen'l Sub.

Lieut. J. W. HARRis,
Dis. Ag't Seminoles, Fort King, Florida.

EMIGRATibN OF INDIANS,
Office Com. Gen. Sub. January 25, 1836.
CAPTAIN: Yours of the 1st and 2d instant, together with your monthly
return of letters, abstracts of bids and contracts, are this day received.
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Lieut. Harris has been instructed to keep you constanly apprised of the
movements of the emigrating Seminole Indians. The most disastrous accounts have been received fFom Florida. The Globe of this morning
gives Captain Belton's official account which furnishes the la~t intelligence
this office is in possession of.
I must commit to your sound discretion the propriety of discharging or
otherwise, the teams engaged. You are quite as capable a~ myself of
judging of the present prospects of the Seminole emigration. I can give·
no definite instructions at this time.
GEORGE GIBSON, .
Com. Gen. Sub.
Capt. J. BROWN, Principal Disbursing Agent.

EMIGRA'l'ION OF INDIANS,

Office Corn. Gen. of Sub. January 25, 1836.
SIR: You will keep Captain Jacob Brown, at Little Rock, constantlv
informed of the prospect of Seminole emigration, in order to enable him
judge of the necessity of making contracts for transportation, and you will
please make him duplicate communications on the subject.
GEORGE GIBSON, C. G. 8.
Lieut. J. W. HARRis,
Dis. A§r't Seminoles, kort King, :Florida.

to

EMIGRATION OF INDIANS,

Office Com. Gen. Sub. February 1, 1836.
SIR: As Lieutenant Harris, the disbursing-agent for the removal of the
Plorida Indians, is· prevented fi·om being at Tampa Bay by insurmountable
obstacles, I nmst look to you for the temporary performance of the duties
which would devolve upon him, and desire you to exercise your discretion
touching the propriety of detaining or discharging the transports which may
have arrived, and may arrive, at Tampa Bay. They allow ten lay days,
after which a demurrage is provided for by the twelfth article of the contract, of twenty cents per diem, pe1~ ton, as registered on each and every
vessel employed under this contract, that shall be detained by the said Harris, his agent, or successor in office. Should you think proper to discharge
. them, please have the Indian goods which are on board them forwarded to
the quartermaster at New Orleans, with instructions to ·have the goods stored
from this office. The transports were to be at Tampa Bay on the 15th of
January, 1836.
Respectfully, &c.
GEO. GIB~ON, C. G. S.
Captain F. S. BELTON,
Fort Brooke, Flor·ida.
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RocK, A. T. Febructry 2, 1836.
SrR: I leave this to-day 'for the nrouths of \1\Thite and Arkansas rivers,
for the purpose of m.eeting the Seminole emig;;ants1 in order to make the
issue of blankets, &c. to them, as directeg in your communications of the
9th and 11th of December last. I sl~all be absent, for the pu.rposs of accomplishing this duty, from fifteen to twenty days. Of this, however, much
depends upon the early arrival of the emigrants. 'rhe lOth instant is the
period fixed for their arrival at Rock Row; hence, they ought to be at the
mouth of White river by the 6th or 7th. The recent news of their determination not to remove, and the reports of a most horrid massacre, (which
God grant may not prove true,) induces a belief that there will be little or no
emigration of that tribe at present. Be this as it may, every arrangement
is made to receive them at Rock Row on the route of emigration, and in
their new country.
I am, sir, very respectfully,
Your obedient servant,
J. BROWN, Captain U. S. Army,
LITTLE

Pr. Disb. Agent Indian Removal.
General GEo. GrBsoN, ·

Com. Gen. Sub. Jlf7askington, D. C.

EMIGRATION OF lNDIAXs,
SIR:

Qfjice Co~. Gen. Sub. February 6, 1836.
rrhe Secretary of Vvar directs me to say that, owing to the present

situation of the Seminole Indians, there being no prospect of any bu:t a
forced emigratjon by the military: he conceives there is no further necessity
for your services; at;}d directs that your present employment in the Seminole emigration, and of ~ourse your pay us agent, will cease on the receipt
of this letter.
Respectfully, &c. ·
GEO. GIBSON, C. G. S.
JoEL YANCEY, Esq. '
Ass. .llg't Sem. Removal, Fort [{ing, Florida.

ON

BOARD BRIG HALCYON,

Near Fort Brooke, Florida, .liebruary 7, 1836.
Sm: I have herewith the honor to cover my statement of letters for the
month of January.
.
Also, to report to you that I arrived here, via St. :Mark's, on the evening
of the 3d instant. The acting agent, Mr. Sheffield, 'did not accompany me
farther than Tallahassee. He was to have joined me again at St. Mark's
on the evening of the day preceding that of the departure of our vessel for
Tampa,. at which time I received on board a letter from him apprising me
"that hts excellency Governor Eaton had so strongly urged the propriety of
his proceeding t? the tO\y~s of the Appalachic?l~ bands, to endeavor to per~JUade those ladians to JOll1 the forces then ra1smg under General Uall in '
their campaign against the Seminole Indians, that he had yielded to the
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Governor;s request, and would speedily join me at Tampa Bay." In th e
mean time, Mr. S. desired me, in his absence, to discharge the duties of
his ofiice.
Immediately, upon my arrival 1 I reported to Majcvr Belton, the officer commanding the fort, and received from him such intelligence f:1S he was in possession of with regard to our Indian relations. It appears that a body of
f\iendl y Indians, composed of the bands of Holate' Omartla, Cotchee Micco
oi· Fuckeelustee Hajo, Hotulkee Ohola, and Econhr.ttteem Micco, amounting
to from 450 to 4.60 strong, assembled at this place early in December, in consequence of the murder of Charley Omartla, and the advice of General
Thompson, the late agent, and have been subsisted here since that time. In
C<!insequence of the paked and destitute circumstances of these people, partly
arising from the natural poverty of their condition, partly from the necessary
precipitancy of their retreat, some issues have been made, unauthorized by
the letter of the laws which govern the two departments which just now I
have the honor to represent in Florida, and which evay day evtnts would
1
not have justified ; yet which, under the then existing circumstances, to
have denied, would have been inhuman.
'They were starving, and were fed j naked, and pinched by the inclemen .
cies of winter, and blankets have been given to them: defenceless, (for the
garrison was at one time too weak to afford protection without its pickets 1
and the defences too contracted to admit of so large a number within,) and a
few rifles have been issned to them. An abstract of these will be furnished
to me at an early day, and a proper statement, explanatory of the exigencies
under which the issues were made, will be forwarded by me for the sanction
of the proper authority.
·
I also found at anchor in the bay a fleet of thir'een transports, which had
been ordered out by my contractor, in complicrnce with my requisition, and
the terms of his contract. These had for the most part been in waiting for
:-:everal weeks.
After fully deliberating upon the prospects of a removal, I decided upon
discharging eight of these vessels, and retaining the five la.7~t:,~est and best.
I would have discharged tu;o others, had I not been apprehensive of the
discouraging effect it would have produced upon the friendly Indians, as
the three would have been quite and more than sufficient for the transportu.tion of them, and, in emergency, of a couple of hundred more. My hopes
of obtaining a reinforcement to our corps of emigrants are very faint.
'I'hose who are here of the friendly chiefs express a wish to be at once
removed; and yet a willingness, I think reluctantly expressed, to aid our
f(Jrces in bringing their "mad countrymen" to reason. It is the wish of
General Clinch to organize the friendly warriors as a body of scouts and
spiPs, and he considers the services they might render invaluable. It was
n.lse the decided opinion of his excellency Governor Eaton, when I hag the
honor to pay my respects to him at Tallahassee~ that these Indian~ shou1d
be retained for the present. Fm: themselves, they will admit of no sepamtion; their families must be where they are.
,
On this account I defer further action, until the arrival of Mr. Sheffie1d,
or ,of contrary ad vices from General Clinch.
"rhere are some vague rumors amougst us that that the hostile Indians
have been whipped above and are retreating southward. These I think relate to some hostile demonstrations that were made on and in the neighborhood of Fort King previous to my departure from that post, and .:Whi~h re-

[ Doc. No. 271. ]

259

sulted in nothing worth talking about. I observed, however, as I came
down the coast, numerous smokes to the south of W ythlacoochee river, as
if the enemy was in force in that qu~rter. Smokes are abo daily seen in
this neighborhood in several directions.
I discharged the superfluous transports on the evening of the 5th instant.
In consequence of the "sixteen lay days" stipulated for under contract, those
vessels were entitle.:.! to but five days charges for demurrage.
In haste: I have the honor to be, sir,
Respectfully, your most obedient servant,
JOSEPH W. HARRIS,

Di.sb. Agent and Set. Sup. Florida Indian's.

To. CoM. GEN: SuB.
United States Army.

P. S. '"rhe schohner Motto, bringing Major Zantzinger of the army, and
i11telligence that Lieutenant Colonel ·rwiggs, with seven hundred trpops,
mostly militia, were to have s0.iled from New Orleans on the 4th instant 1
arrived here yesterday. Colouel T. is looked for hourly.

•r.ALLAHASSEE, Flo. February 9~ 1835.
Sm: 1 have the honor to state to yon, that some few · days after the
lamentable death of Gen. vViley Thompson, which took .plat:.:e on the 28th
nltimo, I by the advice of Gen. D. L. Clinch and Lieut. J. W. Harris, tb.e
disbursing ngent, took upon myself the responsible duty of acting as superintendent ,of the Seminole removal and agent for the Florida Indians, and
knowing that you had been advised of the fact by Lieut. Harris, I have
deemed it not important until the present time to wrHe to you upon the
~ubject myself. My duty as superintendent of removal, now calls me to
Tampa B~y, for which place I expect to leave on the day after to-morrow.
Lieut. Harris and myself left Fort King on the 28th ultimo, with a view
of ~oing to Tampa, for the purpose of embarking the friendly Indians
a-;sembled at that place, and discharging· such of those transports '\Yhich
are there waiting, and not immediately '\Vanted. We were obliged to come
by way of Tallahassee and St. Marks, as the hostilities 'o f the Indians was
such as made it extremely dangt-·rous to go through the nation. On the
2ith ultimo, Lieut. Harris left this place for Tampa, and I should have
accompanied him but for being advised by his Excellency Jno. H. Eaton,
to proceed to the Appalachicola river, for the purpose of endeavoring to
organize those Indians to join some cornpan·ies of militia, who are about to
proceed to the Seminole nation. I succeeded in obtaining eleven who expressed their willingness to <;lo so, and arrived here with them on Snl)day
morning last, whicli will ~nake my arrival at Tampa, some ten days later
thart I had anticipated it \Voutd have been; but I still hope to be in time to
attend to every business it may become necessary for me to attend to, as
superintendent of the removal. Should it become necessary to forward
any communications to me, they had probably as well be directed to Fort
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King, us they will be forwarded to me from that place to Tampa, should
the way be opened between the two places at the time of their arrival.
I have the honor to be,
\Vith great respect,
· Your obedient servant,
DAVID WI. SHEFFIELD,
Act. Sup. Seminole Removalr
To the Hon. LEwis CAss,
Secretary of li'Var.
EMIGRATION OF INDIANS,

Office Com. Gen. Sub. February 10, 1836.
SIR: You will, as soon as it is practicable to do so, after the termination
of hostilities, take as accurate a census as can be made of the whole number of Seminole Indians and negroes of the nation, distinguishing their
sexes, and showing also the number of males above and under the age of
sixtetn.
You will also, by every means in your power, ascertain, with as much
precision as yon can, the number of Seminole warriors, and effective negroes, ~laves, or allies, arruyP.d against the United States at any time during
the existence of hostilities, and forward the required information to this
office, for the Secretary of 'Var.
GEO. GIBSON,G G.~
Lieut. J. ,V. HARRis,
. Disbw·sing Agent, Seminoles,
Fort J(ing, F'loricla.

FRAZIER's REDOUBT, FoRT BRooKE, FLoRIDA,

February 15, 1836.
SIR : I have the honor to enclose through you, to the President of the
United States, a talk of the Seminole chiefs and warriors now on terms of
amity with our Government, to their" great father." It was delivered to me
by F'a-lot-e-o-math-la, the principle chief of the friendly party, in the presence
of the warriors then assembled at this post, with the exception of the chiefs
'I'us-tee-nug-gee-Hajo and Fis-hat-ke-mee-co, who were absent, but whom
I am authorized to say concur in what the old chief has said. '"rhis talk I
forward by the earliest opportunity which has pre~ented itself, viz : by a
vessel which will sail to-day for Pensacola or New Orlenns.
'I'he untimely taking off of our late superintendent, General Thompson,
and the absence of all other agents, connected with the Florida removal,
have made me think it incumbent upon myself, with the approbation of my
seniors, temporarily to assume the duties of that office. David M. Sheffield,
who was appointed by you assistant agent to the removal, in October last,
and who will relieve me in these duties, is daily expected here.
In submitting through you the enclos-ed sentiments to the venerable authority to whom they are addressed, I respectfully beg leave to call your
individual attention to each of them respectively, :md to say with what
pleasure I can recommend them to your personal notice for their truth,
their justice, and their propriety
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It is trne that these ui1fortunate Seminoles have thus far proved them·selves to be our fast and very valuable friends; true that they have been
faithful to their contract; true that they have been sevt.)rely sufferers by it.
It is just, that whatever has been duly promised shoi1ld be given to them:
just, that they should tl.ot be the losers by their friendship and their faith : and
but liberal, and (with a forecast to the effect to be produced on other t~·ibes
by the example of these devoted friends, and its 1'eward) but prudent, that
they should be greatly the gainers by it; and it is proper that in times like
these our Government shou ld hear the sentiments which it seems to me are
offered in humility and in reason, of their allies, and should be seasonably
reminded of its obligations and of its pledges.
'rhe murder of the chief Charley 0-Mn.th-la, by Powell and his confederates, in November last, was followed up hy the immediate abandonment of the fi·iendly towns, and the precipitate retreat of the_ir inhabitants,
to this post .or protection, more than one month before the time fixed upon
for their assemblage for removal; and here they have quietly remained
ever since our steadfast friends, honestly foiling the intrig-ues of their
countrymen in arms, and alike defying their con nseh, their entreaties, their
promises and their threats. In furtherance, they have efficiently nided onr
cause by sending out their young rnen as ::;couts and spies, and ha\re thereby irpparted to the commanding officer of yonr troops here, much valuable
information; and latterly they have done more. On tbe evening of the
8th instant, the day after the talk was made, v.rhich js here enclosed, and
from which, and fnm their previous conversatious, I had und erstood th at
they did not wish to fight against their eonntrymeu, and which disposi tion
I approved. Upon their learning tbnt our foe was in force in the neigh·
borhood, and that a party was committing depredutions within a ie\v miles
of their camp, of their own accord sallied ont with <t fmv citizen settlers
who found themselves here, and mrtintrriFed an obstinate eombat with the
enemy for several hours, retreating· only before vastly superior numbers, ·
and gaining the fort not until nigltt was setting in. In this skirmish their
loss was small, but it was sufficient to test their sincerity; its amount was
one missing, supposed to have bun killed, and tu;o 'I.Dmmded, who are provided for and are doing well. It is believed that their opponents suffered
much more severely. Furthermore when l'tlajor General Gaines, with a
light brigade of United States troops and Louisiana volunteers, rmder the
command of Lieutenn.nt Colonel Twiggs, fourth inii:.tntry, took the field
on the 4th instant-; they again urged that they might be permitted to go
out also, and were permitted to do so after haviug been repeatedly told that
that proof of their friendship was not required of them.
Circumstances, over which your agents had no control, prevented their
reaching this place before the 3d instant, upon which day I succeeded in
arriving; hereby adopting the circuitous route, via St. Marks. Here upon
my arrival I found those people embodied, and both ready and desirous to
he carried to their new country; and here also, I learnt from the commanding officer of the post, Captain Belton, of the army, the history of their
fidelity and of their troubles, and of the feeling and prineiple which prompted
that officer, and which mnst ever redound to his honor, to cast aside every
Belfish consideration, and cheerfully assuming tLe responsibilities which
humanity, and to his belief, the true interests of h1s country called for, to
relieve the wants their sufferings so pressingly solicited, and to prove hin:self, as they expected, the representative of their great father, to be the1r
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kind protector and friend. They came to him hungry, and he gave to them
meat and bread ; cruelly pinched by the inclemencies of winter, naked and
destitute, and he gave to them blankets; without the means of defendingtheir wives and children (whom he could not in prudence, either with
regard to the safety of his little garrison or to its health, admit within hi.
narrow defences,) and he bonght for them a few rifles. I need not I am·
sure say more to exonerate this officer from any liability to which this generous procedure may have exposed him; and I hope I have said enough to
entitle him to a grateful notice.
Previous to my arrival there \vas no officer or agent of our Government
present who felt himself authorized to direct the embarkation of the Indians
assembled here. Upon my landing my first opinions were in favor of an
immediate removal of the ftunilies already collected. Farther consideration, however, upon consulting with General Gaines, in which the wishe~,
as verbally expressed to rne, of his Excellency Governor Eaton and of General Clinch, that the friendly warriors should be organized into a corps of
scouts and spies. My belief in the valuable service these warriors might
render in that capacity, and their own wishes to serve as such, together
with the hope that a brief campaign might result in a considerable reinforcement to the emigrating party, being dnly considered, I determined to
await the resnlt of at least the first action.
General Gaines contemplates moving a few miles to the southward in
the direction of smokes which have been seen for some days past, and from
thence on to the hammocks of the vVithlncooche, which are thought to be the
strong holds of the foe, ·and where it is believed he is in force and will
venture an engagement; and where, shonld a combined attack be made by
the forces, from above and below, simultaneously, we may hope for tlw
most decisive results.
Again and respectfully urging upon your earliest consideration and ar.-tion the several petitions and sentiments contatned in the talk of the chiefs
enclosed and of this letter,
·
I haYe the honor to be, sir,
Most respectfully,
Yon r very obedient servant,
JOSEPH '\V. HARRIS,

Lieut. Dis. Agent, Acting Sup. Flor. Indians.
Hon. LEwis CAss,

Secrctw'y of TYar.
Talk of the friendly Seminole Chiefs Ho-lat-e-o-marth.Ja, Cot-chee-mi-cn.
or Fuc-kee-lnstee-hajo, Hotul.kee-o-ho la, and E-con-hat-kee-rnicco, to their
great. father the President of the United States.
OuR FATHER: 'Ve wish to say something to you. It is because we wish
to follow the advice which your agent, who has been so cruelly murdered
by some of our crazy red men, always gave to us. General 'rhompson was
onr good friEnd and always gave us· good talk. He told us, and told Charley
0-marth-la, Ho-tul-kee-o-marth-la, and the other chiefs, who last spring declared themselves willing to obey our great father, and to remove to another
country, when we were all together, that whilst our people were I rue friends
and kept their words, that onr great father would protect them, and mDkP
them comfortable; and that they should never lose any thing by being good
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friends. We said then that this talk was good, and thnt \Ve would remember it. vVe have don~ so. Our brother Charley 0-marth-la has been killed
for this by those of onr countrymen who wished him to forget his word 1
and to become your enemy; and these bad men have frightened some of
the others 1vho were then with ns to forget their words, and to join them.
But as we were not frightened into doing what we knew was wrong, we
have come into your fort, and have placed ourselves beside your people like
true friends.
Could our father now see us, he would sep, us with all our people around
us, at the place where we were told to come; and from whence the big
canoes were to carry us to our new country; we are here, and are ready to
go. If we did not mean to go we would not have been here, but with our
mad brothers iri the red path. 'Ve believe that our great father is our very
best friend. General Thompson has always told us so, and he always told
ns the truth. We have sent several talks to you, through our friend who
is dead, and we now/ send you this, to shake hands with you, and to say
that though the chief of the Seminoles, Micanopy, has shed blood, yet we
will not; that we have joined the white men, and wish to remain beside
them shedding no blood, but waiting patiently to be carrricd to our new
homes.
When some of us [this talk is given by Ho-lnt-e-o-marth-la, in behalf of
the chiefs, and he was one of the delegation who was sent west,] went ont
with our former agent, Major Phagan, to look at the country that \Yas to be
given to us, we met there the chiefs whom our great father had sent to meet
ns to show us the country, (the board of Indian commissioners.) 'These
chiefs told us, before we agreed to go to live in that country, many thing~
that we were glad to hear; and that we should have our own trader, and
our own blacksmith, and that they would try and get for us an a,gent separate from the Creeks. We hope all this will 1~Je so. At that time we asked
that our two traders in this country, (Mr. Erastus Rogers, the late sutler at
Fort King, and Captain Saunders, the present sutler at Fort Brooke,) might
be our traders there; but, as one of them is now dead, we ask only for the
other, Captain Saunders, and this because we have traded long with him,
and we know him. We believe that our father will give us a better
blacksmith than we can recommend. We want one who can work well;
who is good natured, and who will help us cheerfully.
Onr father, it is now more than nine moons (Ho-lat-e-o-marth-la, and his
people, owing to the threats of his enemies, and the advice of the late
agent, were obliged to flee fi·om their towns last spring to the neighborhood
of the Tallahassee country, and had hardly settled down again when they
were obliged to retreat to this place,) since we were driven from our homes
owing to our taking the talk of our great father; our homes have been
burnt; our poneys (twenty-eight in number) have been stolen from us,
onr provisions destroyed,· and probably some of our cattle driven
away. But we believe that our father is just, and that our losses will be
made good to us.
Our father, we have seen much trouble since this division came amongst
our people; our lives have been constantly threatened, and we have lived
unquiet and unsafe in our towns; and we have felt as if we had, and indeed, for some moons past, have had no home ; and this hecanse we have
been yonr fast and true friends. We are now poor and destitute. 'Vhen
we get to our new country, and our money is paid to us, many people will

[ Doc. No. 271.

264

J

come with complaints and vv_ith claims, and will want it, and much of it will
perhaps be given to them.
Our father, we shall in this way suffer from the faults of our countrymen
who have spilled the blood of so mcmy of your people, and who are no,,v
fighting against you; and who \Till be glad to see such 'su.ffering come upon
us; we think that those who have been spilling like water the blood of
·w:hite men ought to be thankful if they come off with their lives; and we
then
to us who have remained true to yon should be given all
that has been promised by the treaty.
Our father has promised us that we shall never be moved from our new
country; that we may there live under our own laws and customs; and
that it shall be mu own country iorever. \Vhen we are settled there, we
·want a paper from our father giving us a right to onr country.
Our father, we have said our talk; we wished to say it whilst we lived,
for in these times we know not how soon we may be amongst the dead.
'YVe hope that our father will find our talk good.
HO-LA-TE-0-MARTH-LA, his x marlr.
FUC-KEE LUSTEE-HAJO, bis x mark.
HO-TUL-KFE-0-HA-LA,
his x mark
E-COM-HAT-KEE-MIC-CO, his x mark.
In presence of
JosEPH W. HARRIS. Lieut.

Dis. Agent and acting /Sup. Flor. Indians.
HuLSE, M. D.

s. vY.

his

JoHN X MrrsLETT, Interpreter.
mark.

Fort Brooke, Florida, February 7, 1836.
FRASERS REDOUBT, Fon.T BRoOKE, FLORIDA,

February 15, 1836.
SIR: I have the honor, herewith, to' enclose to yon copies o~ a lettei ad.
dressed by me to the honorable Secretary of vVar, of this date, and of a talk
~ent by the friendly Semino1e chiefs, to the President of the United States
accomprmying the same. I beg leave, respectfully, to call your particula~
attention to the sentiments and petitions contained then'in, and to solicit your
friendly intorests in the furtherance of them.
These papers, together with my letters addressed t<;> your office of the 30th
December, 1835, lOth January, 17th January, and 7th February, 1836,
place you in possession of all official information that I am at present prepared to give.
I am alone here, that is, unaided in your department. My duties bind me
more closely to the transports and the pickets, tlwn, as a soldier who mav
never enjoy another opportunity of seeing service, I could wish ; but if i
succeed in securing your approbation, by proving myself useful to you in
any capacity, I shall be satisfied.
Wishing you every happiness, I remE~.in, sir,
Your most obedient servant,

JOSEPH W~ HARRIS, Lieut.
Dis. Agent and act·i.ng Sup. Plorida 11ldians,
To CoM. GEN. SuB.

United States Army.
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vV HITE RIVER,

Arkansas Territory, ~F'eb. 21, 1836.
Sm: No emigrant Seminoles have yet arrived; and in this isolated
place, I can get no positive information as to whether any part of the tribe
will reach here or not. Twenty-three teams have been in readiness, waiting here most of the time since lOth instant. 'l"here are now sixteen waiting. SomP. passengers in a. steam-boat from the mouth of White river, reported here, that they saw Captain Brown at that place about the 15th
instant, on his return from New Orleans to Little Rock, I have been unable
to get any late information from Florida, and regret that Captain Brown did
not write by the steam-boat referred to ; either directing the discharge of the
teams here, or giving information as to \Vhether any indians are expected
to arrive. I have heard nothing from him since lOth January, when he
directed me to repair to this place. As he did not avail himself of the opportunity to direct the discharge of the teams, although just from the neig-hborhood of the Seminoles~ I am led to think it possible that a party may still
arrive; and shall, therefore, not take the responsibility of discharging the
teams for a few days, hoping that I may receive certain information.
'rhe contractor informs me that, besides the teams wniting here at expense to the Government; there are fifteen or twenty others near by, that
he has at command, on the arrival of the party. I proposed to give a final
discharge to the sixteen teams now under pay, and who are very impatient
to get away, provided he would make use of the fifteen or twenty teams refim-ed to; to transport the party in case of its arrival, and such others excepting the sixteen, as might be needed.
I made this proposition to save all expense to Government, but he declines acceding to it. I have written to Captain Brown desiring him to
give me the earliest advice.
Very respectfully,
Your obedient servant7
J. VAN HORN,
Lieutenant Infantry.
Brig. Gen, GEoRGE GIBSON,
Conz. Gen. Subsistence, Washington.
LITTLE Roc K, A. T. Feb. 24 7 1836.
Sm: I returned to this place last evening, and have this morning despatched an express to Rock Row, with orders to discharge all the teams
that may be assembled at that place for the purpose of removing the Seminole Indians. rrhe express will reach Rock Row to-morrow in the course
of the day, to which date pi.'tyments for the t~:nms that may have assembled
for the purpose of removing the Seminoles, will be made.
There is little probability of any of the Seminoles reaching Rock Row
before the middle of next month, and then, if any, the nurrlber must be
sma.ll--SEty 500 or so-in fact, no calculation of ni1mbers or of the period
of arrival, can, at this time, be made. I shall, nevertheless, be prepared to
se;1d \tllY party or parties of the Seminoles that may reach this Territory,
without delay, to their new country.
I have apprised the contractors connected with this removal, of the delays,
and the smull number, in ull probability, that will emigrate, so that they may
shape their arrangements in accordance thereto.
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The Seminole goods, consisting of blankets, plaid, linsey, &c. ordered to
the mouth of White river, reached that place early this month, but as the
object for landing them at that place, that of distribution, having in a measure ceased, and as my duties elsewhere required my presence, I deemed it
best to order those goods to this place, where they now arc, nnd will remain
until further instructions in relation to the disposition of them are received.
I reported some time ago, the arrival at this place of several boxes, containing rifles and blankets, shipped from Columbw'l, Alnbama, for the
Creeks. No instructions have yet been received for further disposition of
this property.
I have to acknowledge the receipt of ·several communications with enclosures, &c. dated as follows; one of the 6th, two of the 12th, one of the
22d, two of the 25th, and one of the 30th of January last.
The references and instructions therein contained, shall be attended to.
I am, sir, very respectfully,
Your obedient servant,
J. BRO-VVN, Capt. U. S. A.
Pr. Disbursing Agent, Indian Removal.
Gen. GEoRoE GIBSON,
Com. Gen. Sub. VVashington, D. C.

EMIGRATION OF INDIANS,

Qlfice Com. Gen. Sub. March 4, 1836.
SIR: Yours of the 7th ult. dated at Fort Brooke. is received. Your
disposition of the transports is entirely approved.
'
Keep me constantly apprised of every thing of interest appertaining to
the Seminole Indians.
Respectfully, &c.
GEO. GIBSON.
To Lieut. J. W. HARRis,
Dis. JJgt. ~·c. Port King, F'loricla.

FoRT DRANE, JJ:larch 8, 1836.
SIR: Yours of the 6th ult. was receiw~d by me at Fort King, on 1st inst.
and I perfectly agree in opinion with the Secretary of War, that the removal
of the Seminole Indians will have to be by coercion, and consequently a
military operation, and that my services as an assistal?t agent are not necessary ; and although misfortune makes me need the pay, yet, sir, I had
rather be out of the service than to be drawing the money of the Government without the rendition of any equivalent services.
In am, very respectfully, sir,
Your most obedient servant.

JOEL Y AKCEY.
Gen.

GEo. GIBSON,

C'. G. 8.
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EMIGRATION OF INDIANS,

O.fjice Com. Gen. of Sub. li!Jarch 11, 1836.
SIR: Enclosed for your information is · copy of a letter from Mr. Jackson r
and my reply. Five thousand dollars were remitted to meet the draft, and
[ will immediately direct another deposite to your credit in the Manhattan
Bank, of ten thousand dollars.
Respectfully, &c.
GEO. GIBSON.
To Lieut. J. Y..l. HARRIS,
Acting Sup. Sern. i?.em. Fort Kiug, Florida.

vVAR

DEPARTMENT,

March 12, 1836.

SrR: I enclose a message to the friendly Seminole chiefs, in answer to

their talk to the President, transmitted in your letter of the 15th ult.
You will deliver it to them, and enforce the views presented in it, by
such considerations as m~y occur to you. I will also thank yon to transmit such a report on the subject of their losses, as will E'nable the Department to judge whether any thing can be done for them under the exist~ng
laws. They have suffered greatly, and behaved with unexampled fidehty,
during the perilous crisis. So far as the power of this Department extends,
I am prepared to show them every reasonable indulgence. I cannot, how'
erer, go beyond the provisions of the laws.
I see no difficulty upon your statement on the subject of the provisions
issued to them. The other issues that have been made, shall be judged of
as soon as the papers reach here. Your . general views meet my entire
concurrence, and I have only to add, that I am exceedingly desirous that
these people should be removed as speedily as possible, ·and established
comfortably in the .country provided for them west of the Mississippi.
Respectfully, &c.
LEW. C-t\SS.
Lieut. J. '\V. HARRis,
Acting Sup. J....)'em. Rem. Fort Brooke, Florida.

vVAR DEPARTME-NT, JYlarch 12, 1836.
Your letter to yonr great father, the President of the
rnited States, has been laid before bim: and I am directed by him to say to
you, that he highly appreciates your faithful conduct during the difficulties
in which you have been placed. Many of your people have behaved badly,
and have brought destruction upon themselves. You have, however, kept
your promises, and have not shed the blood of a white man. This shall
long- be remembered.
Your great. father hopes you will speedily remove to the country provided
for you west of the Mississippi, and establish ym11·selves there, where you
can live comfortflhly and provide for your women and children.
As to your request on the subject of a trader, I see no difficulty in its
being granted. On your arrival in the west you will be under the superintendence of an agent of the Government, who, by law, possesses the
J\iy FnrENDS:
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power of licensing traders among you. He will, no doubt, be disposed to
yield to your wishes by the selection of your friend, Captain Saunders. ln
like manner he will provide for you also a good blacksmith.
Lieut. Harris will be written to on the subject of the losses you have ex ·
perienced. Until detailed information is received from him I cannot tell
you what course will be taken.
Nor can l, at present, say any thing on the subject of the claims which
will be presented against you: for the misconduct of some of your people.
That matter must await such an examination as may be given to it at the
proper time.
·
I again renew the assurances before made to you, that the country
assigned for your residence west of the Mississippi will be guarantied to
you as long us you choose to occupy it
Your friend,
LE 1NIS CAS S.
To the CnrEFS of the friendly Seminoles

at Tampa Bay.

NEw ORLEANs, JVlarch 19, 1836.
SrR: A few days after I wrote to you from Rock Row, the teams were
discharged by direction of Captain Brown. I remained there until the
end of February, expecting to hear from Captain Brown. Receiving no
instructions from him, and having been informed by the receiver of public
moneys at Fayetteville, Arkansas, that he had not sufficient funds to cu.sh
the two drafts which yon forwarded me, I repaifed to this city, where it
will likewise be more convenient for me to take charge of any party of
Seminoles that may emigrate.
Captain Brown is now with me, and by his direction I shnJl proceed today to lVIobile, for the purpose of obtaining the Railway corn mills for the
Cherokees and Creeks.
,
Cantain Brown informs me that Lieut. Har1is has informed him that a
party.. of four hundred and forty-six Seminoles mi,u ht be expected here
about the lOth of the present month. They have n~t yet arrived.
Very respectfully, sir,
Your obedient servant,
J. YAN HORN, Lt. 3d Infantry,

Dis. agent Sem. Removal.
Gen.

GEORGE GrBsON,

Cmnmissary General Subsistence.

FoRT BROOKE, FLoRIDA, ltfarc!~ 23, 1836 .
. SrR: I have this moment received your letter of the 4th January, enclosmg the Secretary of the Treasnris decision in relation to deposites, dated
2d of January, 1836.
This is the only communication, I have received from the Department
of later date, than the 18th November last; and my correspondent at New
Orleans, who is authorized to receive my letters fi·om IJle city post office,
writes that no official communications had come to hand, as late as the 5th
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inst. Should any other, than the above acknowledged letters, have been
addressed to me, at any place, since the 18th November, 1836, I should
request that copies of them should be forthwith sent to New Orleans ; also,
please fonvnrd a copy of the treaty, of the 9th May, 1832, to the same office.
I hope my estimate, dated lOth December, 1835, has ere this been acted
upon, and the funds located as required, viz: $10,000 at New Orleans, and
$26,056 14 at New York. Circumstances which, I am satisfied you fully
appreciate, have prevented me complying with yot~r circular, 1st October1
1835, in relation to the estimates. I am well satisfie_d we shall require
every cent estimated for by me on the lOth December, and I am afraid
much more. In a day or two, I will endeavor to forward an estimate,
based upon the most reasonable materials I can command.
Col. Lindsay's brigade, consisting of the Alabama anu Florida volunteers, a corps of Louisana infantry: and a detachment of U. S. marines,
left here yesterday, to assume the position assigned to it, in a co-operative
movement, to be made upon the hammocks of the Withlacoochee, by the
forces of Gen. Scott, on the 25th inst. The columns of Generals Clinch
and Eustis are advancing; the former from Fort Drane, and the latter
from the St. Johns river, via Volusia. The movement is considered a
jmlicious one.
Upon the departure of General Gaines', brigade from this post, on the
14th ultimo, that officer carried \Vith him most of the friendly warriors,
pro~nisirw
that they should return in a few days. A part of those have
0
recently come back, the remainder still continue with the brigade, lately
commanded , bv Gen. Gaines, and which . itself has never returned. In
consequence ol the lateness of the season, rmd the rapid approach of warm
weather; I rt~cently ad vised with Mr. Sheffield, that,-as we received no intelligence from Gen. Clinch, we should urge the Indians, already assembled
here, to embark. We did so, promising that the warriors who are absent,
shonld be ~weedily sent after then1. But the idea of a division, is exceedin~ly tepngnant to them ; they will not consent to leave any of their friends
behind them; and from what I could gather from the chiefs who have
recently seen General Clinch, it must be the wish of that officer that they
should not be embarked for the present.
1 have the honor to be, sir,
Very respectfully,
Your most obedient servant,
JOSEPH W. HARRIS, Lieut.
Dis. Agent, Florida Indians.
To CoM. GEN. SuB. U.S. Army.

FoRT BRoOKE, March 31, 1836.
Sm: I have the honor herewith, to enclose to you a statement of agents
and others employed in the removal and subsistence of the Semin.ole Indians, for the quarter ending 31st of March, 1836, and a statement of caitle
helonging to the Seminole Indians, delivered at Fort Brooke, in the quarter ending, 31st December, 1835, and 31st March, 1836; also a receipt for
22,500 lbs of fresh ·beef,.the proceeds from the slaughter of ninety-three
beeves, calves and yearlings, the property of Seminole Indians, assembled
at Fort Brooke for emigration. Since which time I have received seventy
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hides, weighing 696 lbs, which I sold at 7 cents per lb. and received the
money, ($,66 9~,) which I shaH pay on sight, to Lieutenant Harris, the disbursing agent.
l have the honor to be,
Your obedient servant,
D. M. SHEFFIELD,
A.st. Agent and acting Sup. Sem. R em.
To Gen. GEo. GIBSON,
Com. Gen. Sub.

FoRT BROOKE, FLoRIDA, April4, 1836.
SIR: I have, herewith, the honor to cover to you my account current,
returns of property and of provisions, and statement of agents for the first
quarter of 1836.
1 forward no statement of letters, for I have received but one during the
quarter, viz: of January 4th, from your office.
We hear, by Indian runners this evening, that the columns of General
Scott's army are in movement upon this post, having effected nothing upon
the \Vitheloocooche.
I have but little hope that any thing decisive will be effected this campaign.
[ have the honor to be, sir,
Respcctinlly, your obedient servant,
JOSEPH vV. HARRIS, Lieut.
Dis. Agt. Seminole Indians.
To Gen GEo GIBsoN,
Com,missary General, <.5,•c.

El\UGRATIO~ OF INDIANS,

Office Com. Gen. Sub. Aprilll, 1836.
~rR: Yours of the 23d is this day received. Enclosed are copies of
snndry comnn.mications heretofore addressed to you, and also a copy of the
treaty yon ask for. In addressing you at Tampa Bay I forwarded a duplicate of each letter to Fort King.
You will perceive that $15,000 were deposited to your credit in the
}la.nhat.tan Bank at New York, on the 11th and 12th of March. To-day 1
have required the additional snm of !f;i ll ,OUO, to be deposited to your credit
in the above named bank; and $10;000 to your credit in the Union Bank
of Louisiana, New Orleans. Write frequently. Every description of information is interesting, and of Gon rse desirable.
Respectfully, &c.
GEO. GIBSON, C. G. /')f.
I .ieutenant J. W. HARRIS.
Disbursing Ag~ut, 8em. Rem . .Vew Orleans.
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El\IIGRATION OF INDIANS,

Ojjice Com. Gen. of Sub. April 14, 1836.
Sut: Until further advised, you will consider yourself us superintendent
of the emigration of the Seminole Indians, and will he governed by the
orders and instructions of the general commanding in Florida.
.
The Department has every confid~nce in your zeal and intelligence, and
relies on vour best exertions to effect the removal of the Indians.
Keep me constantly apprised of every thing of interest;
Respectfully, &c.
GEO. GIBSON, C. G. 8.
Lieutenant J. 'vV. HARRis,
Disburs,i ng Agent, Seminoles, F'ort IGng, Florida ,

'rALL.uiAssEE,

May 7, 1886.

Sm: I have the hono.r to cnclo&e to you herewith a muster roll of the
Seminole Indians which were at Fort Kin(}, and which were to be removed, in compliance with an order from J\'lnjor General Scott, which is
also herewith enclosed. I left Fort Drane on the 28th ultimo, and arrived
in this place on yesterday, the distance is one hundred and ninety miles. I
shall leave for St. Marks on to-morrow,-and from what I can learn, shall be
enabled to embark for New Orleans in the course of two or three davs.
There was an [ndian, by the name of Billy, left at Fort Drane (with Gen.
Clinch) with three children, his \vife, with another Indian woman, having
been taken from near Fort King by the hostile Indians. It was thought
best by General Clinch that these four should not be removed at· this tinw.
I have the honor to be,
Very respectfully,
Your obedient servant,
D. M. SHEFFIFLD,
_.fss. Agt. and Act. Sup. Sem. Rem.
To the lion. GeoRGE Gn~soN,
Com. Gen. Sub. U. S. Army.

HEAD Qu c\RTEH.S ARMY OF FLORIDA,

Tampa Bay, April 9, 183o.
l\o. 34.-rl'he embarkation of the friendly Indians for their new
country, west of the Mississippi: will commence the morning of the 11th
instant, at the latest; it is expected that all who are now here will be on
board the transports by the 13th. The acting superintendent, Mr. Sheffield, will repair to Port King as soon as practicable, to obtain the papers of
the agency, and to put the friendly Indians at that place in movement for the
same general destination west of the Mississip;ei, by any route that may be
found most practicable, at the joint request of Lieut. Harris, the disbursing
agent, and of the acting superintendent. Lieutenants Jones and Mead,
(both of whom are invalids, and unfitted for the arduous duties of the field,)
are assigned for duty with the emigrating Indians. Those officers will acORDERS
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cordingly embark with the Indians at this place. Acting assistant surgeon
Halse is relieved from army duty, and \Vill report himself to Lieutena11t
Jones, as the surgeon and physician of the emjgrating Indians, now about
to embark.
By command of Major ·Gener~l Scott.
·

JAMES GADSDEN,
Quartermaster General.

