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| OU LAW Updates |

Staff changes
}} New faces and titles
Alana House (’10) joined the Office of

Rebekah Roberts began working in

Career Development as associate director

December as a circulation assistant in the

in January. She is responsible for advising

Donald E. Pray Law Library. She serves as

students as they seek employment

the evening supervisor for student

opportunities.

workers, an assistant to the librarians and
the bindery technician.

Brian Griffith was named information

Dianna Grow works at the College of

technology systems administrator in

Law as part of the team responsible for

March. In this position, he assists with the

keeping Coats Hall clean and ready for

day-to-day running of the IT department

business each day.

and its business IT systems.

Jared Johnson was promoted to

Maria Utrera joined the OU Law staff in

circulation assistant in the Donald E. Pray

the position of facilities attendant. She

Law Library. He works assisting library

works to ensure the building is in shape

patrons, organizing the collection and

for routine use and special events.

managing the circulation desk.

}} OU Law hosts lunch for President’s Associates speakers
Maeva Marcus and Adam Liptak, both noted for
their expertise on the Constitution and the U.S.
Supreme Court, were lunch guests of the College
of Law April 12, prior to their appearance at a
President’s Associates dinner the following evening.
Liptak is the U.S. Supreme Court correspondent
for The New York Times and Marcus is research
professor of law and director of the Institute for
Constitutional History at The George Washington
University Law School.
Pictured in the Donald E. Pray Law Library are
Associate Dean Darin Fox, Maeva Marcus, Adam
Liptak and Dean Joe Harroz.
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}} M.L.S. in Healthcare Law program begins
OU Law announced the launch of a Master of Legal Studies in

understanding of the law and regulation facing medical service

Healthcare Law degree program. Designed mainly for non-

professionals.

lawyers, it will enroll its first students in fall 2017. The degree is
delivered primarily online and provides master’s-level knowledge

The program is a 32-credit-hour graduate degree that can be

on the legal and regulatory issues unique to health care.

completed in 15 months. Of the 32 credit hours, 29 will be
offered solely online. The final three credits are earned through

“The health care industry is projected to be the fastest growing

a dual online and on-campus one-week intensive session hosted

field in the U.S. over the next seven to 10 years,” said Dean Joe

at the OU Health Sciences Center, providing ample opportunity

Harroz. “The legal and regulatory framework for health care

to meet and network with other students in the program before

is uniquely broad and complex, and anyone doing business or

graduation. The combination of online and on-campus learning

administrative work in this industry needs a clear understanding

provides students the flexibility to attain an OU master’s degree

of it to be able to succeed and grow in their career. OU Law’s

from anywhere in the world.

M.L.S. in Healthcare Law is designed specifically to provide the
knowledge that will help advance the career of those in the

This latest program adds a third non-J.D. degree health

health care space – both for those just beginning their career

care option to OU Law’s offerings. In partnership with the

and those who are seasoned professionals, but need a deeper

OU College of Public Health, OU Law already offers an in-

understanding to progress in their careers.”

person dual Juris Doctor/Master of Healthcare Administration
degree and an in-person dual Juris Doctor/Master of Business

The M.L.S. in Healthcare Law offers a competitive advantage

Administration – Healthcare degree. The new M.L.S. degree

to anyone working in the industry who deals with business,

presents a unique online offering to students, focusing intensely

regulatory, compliance, contractual and legal issues. The new

on the legal and regulatory issues specific to the health

program will deliver a broad knowledge of health care law in

care industry.

addition to a business perspective so students can gain a deeper

}} Admitted Students Day Lunch greets Class of 2020
About 50 members of the incoming 1L class
gathered for a photo at the 2017 Admitted Students
Day Lunch in April.

https://digitalcommons.law.ou.edu/soonerlawyer/vol2017/iss1/7
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}} BLSA wins fourth title as Regional Chapter of the Year
For the fourth consecutive year, the University of Oklahoma
College of Law Black Law Students Association chapter was
named Regional Chapter of the Year for small chapters at the
annual Southwest Black Law Students Association convention
in January.
“The students who compose the Ada Lois Sipuel Fisher BLSA
Chapter at OU Law represent the very best of our community,”
said OU Law Dean Joe Harroz. “Their tireless efforts for and
commitment to social-political awareness enhances the student
experience at OU Law, while also contributing to larger legal
conversations that abound beyond law school.”
In addition to the chapter-wide award, a number of OU Law
students and alumni received honors at the convention. FirstOU BLSA members pose with the Regional Chapter of the Year award at the
SWBLSA Conference in January 2017. Pictured are Robert Jackson, Julie Hunter,
Tonika Brown, Stan West, Tiffany Guillot and Isaiah Brydie.

year student Robert Jackson was honored as SWBLSA Member
of the Year; second-year student Tonika Brown was elected
SWBLSA director of community service; and alumni Chris
Staine (’10) and Judge David Lewis (’83) were inducted into the
SWBLSA Hall of Fame.

}} Raley shares story of pro bono case
OU Law alumnus and Houston attorney John Raley (‘84)
returned to the College of Law in January and spoke on
his successful pro bono criminal case that resulted in the
exoneration of Michael Morton, an innocent man who spent 25
years in prison for a murder he did not commit.
In 1987, Morton was wrongfully convicted of the murder
of his wife. With new DNA testing, Raley convinced a Texas
court of Morton’s innocence. The pro bono case lasted seven
years. Raley’s efforts resulted in the Michael Morton Act,
requiring prosecutors to provide defense counsel free access to
investigation information.
Raley is a trial lawyer with more than 25 years of courtroom
experience. Board certified in personal injury trial law by
the Texas Board of Legal Specialization, he received a 2013
Presidential Citation by the Texas State Bar for his work on
the Morton case, and in 2015 he was given the Houston Bar
Association’s President’s Award for Pro Bono Service.
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John Raley tells the story of his pro bono work resulting in the exoneration and
release of his client, Michael Morton. The documentary, “An Unreal Dream: The
Michael Morton Story,” chronicles his client’s wrongful conviction, imprisonment
and exoneration.
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}} Speaker ties international business to local economy
The Business Law Society, the Oklahoma International Law
Society and Professor Evelyn Aswad hosted Jennifer Springer,
director of International Trade and Foreign Investment at the
Oklahoma Department of Commerce, to speak at the College
of Law in February. Springer manages the trade and foreign
direct investment branches of the Global Services division at the
Oklahoma Department of Commerce and oversees the three
trade offices located worldwide. She spoke about promoting
international trade and investment opportunities for the state
and how the Oklahoma economy is benefited.
“Hearing from Ms. Springer was rather eye-opening,” said 2L
Dan Sloat. “At times it can be easy to think international law
and affairs won’t impact our people or our local economy.
As it turns out, there is significant growth in international
business opportunities here and, as the world becomes ever
more globalized, it is critical that our community can rely
on Oklahoma lawyers who are well versed in applicable
international treaties.”
Professor Evelyn Aswad, OILS President Brooke Hamilton, Jennifer Springer and
BLS President Dan Sloat pose for a photo in the Collaborative Learning Center.

}} OILS sponsors mixer for international students
The Oklahoma International Law Society hosted
international students and their mentors at a mixer
in February. Students from Nigeria, Cameroon,
Pakistan, China, the U.K., France and the United
States enjoyed the opportunity to become
acquainted with people outside the classroom and
share experiences from their home countries.

https://digitalcommons.law.ou.edu/soonerlawyer/vol2017/iss1/7
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}} OILS hosts International business and human rights expert
Michael Samway, a former vice president
and deputy general counsel at Yahoo,
spoke to the Oklahoma International
Law Society in March about his firsthand
experience involving the evolution of
business, human rights and the Internet.
Samway led the international legal team
and began the Yahoo Business & Human
Rights Program. He also is a founder of
the Global Network Initiative, a multistakeholder initiative that strives to
promote respect for international human
rights law protections for freedom of
expression and privacy. Its members
include companies such as Microsoft,
Google, Facebook and Yahoo, as well

OILS members listen as Michael Samway talks about issues involving information and communications
technology and human rights.

as human rights groups, responsible
investors and academics.

}} Government and Public
Interest Career Fair
connects students with
employers

}} BOA sponsors 1L Moot Court Competition
All first-year OU Law students
participated in the annual 1L Moot
Court Competition sponsored by the
OU Law Board of Advocates. Over
a period of three and a half weeks,
the rounds of competition took place
in various court rooms, conference
rooms and classrooms throughout
Coats Hall.
Micah Mahdi and Joya Rutland

Students talk with representatives from 31
employers who participated in the career fair,
held February 22 in the Boren Atrium.

squared off with Justin Bates and
Collen Steffen in the final round on
April 12 in the Dick Bell Courtroom.
Mahdi and Rutland were named
winners and Rutland received the
Best Speaker Award.
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Micah Mahdi and Joya Rutland are winners of the
2017 1L Moot Court Competition.
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}} Human Rights students travel to international conference
Students in the Human Rights Practicum taught by Professor
Evelyn Aswad spent the spring 2017 semester working on
a Diplomacy Lab project for the U.S. Embassy in Bulgaria.
Diplomacy Lab is a U.S. Department of State program that
provides the opportunity for universities to help with pressing
research needs on foreign affairs matters. The class project is
focused on understanding measures 11 European countries,
as well as the European Union, have adopted to counter
violent extremism and determining if such measures violate
international and regional human rights treaties and whether
the measures are effective.

Before attending the conference, the group visited NATO Headquarters in
Brussels, Belgium.

After a telephone briefing with U.S. diplomats at the
U.S. Embassy in Sofia on their preliminary findings in midMarch, the 11 students traveled to Brussels, Belgium, to attend
RightsCon, the leading international conference on the Internet
and human rights. Practicum students attended seven panel
discussions on counter violent extremism (CVE) matters and
networking events, during which students had the opportunity
to meet informally with RightsCon participants.
Prior to the beginning of the conference, students toured NATO
Headquarters in Brussels and participated in a roundtable
discussion with the top NATO lawyer and members of his staff
about a variety of international law matters. Students also visited
the European Parliament and heard human rights remarks
by various members of the Parliament, non-governmental

While at RightsCon, students attended presentations on counter violent
extremism and participated in networking events.

organizations, and a former U.S. Ambassador to the U.N.
Human Rights Council. Practicum students actively participated
in the discussions.
“We very much appreciated the opportunity the College of Law
gave us to participate in a conference that was the epicenter of
the global CVE conversation and to interact with experts from
around the world on our research project,” said Aswad.

https://digitalcommons.law.ou.edu/soonerlawyer/vol2017/iss1/7
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}} Career Development Night sponsored by
Crowe & Dunlevy and Devon Energy Corporation

Oklahoma Labor Commissioner Melissa Houston (’94) and Legal Aid Services of
Oklahoma Executive Director Michael Figgins lead the “Careers in Public Interest
and Government” session of Career Development Night. Other sessions included
“Corporate and Non-Traditional Careers,” presented by Devon attorneys, and
“Careers in Law Firms,” led by Crowe and Dunlevy attorneys and a solo practitioner.

January 19

Megan Conner, Aiza Skelton, Meilani Kaaihue and Sophia Fernald enjoy
themselves at the networking reception following the career development
presentations.

}} Professionalism Night sponsored by McAfee & Taft

Michael Lauderdale (’90), McAfee & Taft managing director, addresses the group gathered at the Fred Jones Jr.
Museum of Art for OU Law’s Professionalism Night.
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Kevin Cartwright, Blake Baker, Alicia Hockenbury,
Lauren Smart, Jarod Harsha, Liz Stevens,
Austin Frappier and Jonathon Cappo
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}} Prospective students greeted at 2017 Spring Open House

February 9

March 1

Lina Khalaf, Emily Evans, Allison Meinders and Kaimbri White

https://digitalcommons.law.ou.edu/soonerlawyer/vol2017/iss1/7
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}} 1Ls receive Crowe & Dunlevy scholarships
Two members of the OU Law Class of 2019,
Matthew Acosta and Micah Mahdi, received $10,000
scholarship commitments from Crowe & Dunlevy
as part of the firm’s Diversity Scholar’s Program.
The awards are designated for first-year students
and consist of $2,000 per semester, renewable
in each of their remaining four semesters of law
school, contingent upon satisfactory progress and
performance. The program assists students from
diverse backgrounds who qualify based on academic
achievement, financial need and commitment
to the law.

Crowe and Dunlevy scholarship recipients are pictured (left to right) with members of the
firm’s Diversity Committee. William H. Hoch, attorney and committee chair emeritus; Matthew
Acosta, scholarship recipient; Joshua D. Burns, attorney and committee member; Micah
Mahdi, scholarship recipient; and Christopher M. Staine (’10), attorney and committee chair.

}} First-year student receives prestigious Udall Internship
A University of Oklahoma

selected into the Udall Foundation’s internship program. I am

College of Law student, Aaron

looking forward to an exciting summer living in Washington,

L. Fournier, is the recipient

D.C., while working with federal employees who share my

of a 2017 Udall Foundation

passion for promoting tribal sovereignty,” said Fournier.

Native American Congressional

Aaron Fournier

Internship assigned to the

At the South Central Climate Science Center, Fournier assisted

Bureau of Indian Affairs within

in authoring a handbook for university researchers interested in

the U.S. Department of the

cultivating relationships with Oklahoma tribal members, while

Interior. A member of the

respecting native customs. He also conducts science camps that

Chickasaw Nation and a native

introduce Native American children to weather, climate and

Oklahoman, Fournier works for

natural sciences by allowing them to participate in interactive

his tribe at the South Central

experiments. In the future, he plans to work in Washington,

Climate Science Center on the

D.C., where he can use his degree to advocate for increased

University Research Campus.

tribal sovereignty.

He is one of 12 American Indian and Alaska Native college,
graduate and law students accepted into the program nationally.

Udall interns are selected primarily on the basis of their interest
in learning about the federal government, their interest in tribal

“I am very excited for the opportunity to learn how the Bureau

public policy or tribal governance, and their desire to support

of Indian Affairs operates, and I am honored to have been

tribal communities.
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}} Students experience the oil and gas industry in person
Students in Professor Monika Ehrman’s
class – Oil and Gas Contracts – traveled
to two different sites in April to learn
firsthand about different aspects of the
energy industry. On April 5, a group of
students accompanied Ehrman to the
Oklahoma Corporation Commission in
Oklahoma City to attend the docket call
and observe hearings. Two weeks later,
students donned closed-toe shoes, hard
hats and safety glasses and toured an
active drilling operation in Grady County
hosted by Citizen Energy of Tulsa.

Law students Maegan Whelchel and Megan Anson (second and third from left) pose for a photo at the drilling
site with graduate petroleum engineers Ben Slechta, Zoey Xu, Yao Wang, Jocin James and Zach Collins.

During their visit to the Oklahoma Corporation Commission, students met Administrative Law Judge Kendal
Lorenz. Pictured are Michael Mathis, Nicholas Campbell, Caleb Harwell, Judge Lorenz, Tanner Grove and
Maegan Whelchel.

https://digitalcommons.law.ou.edu/soonerlawyer/vol2017/iss1/7
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}} Pro Bono Awards Reception recognizes record-breaking volunteers

Susanna Gattoni, a shareholder of Hall Estill, addresses the crowd gathered in the Dick Bell Courtroom for the Pro Bono Awards event.

The annual recognition of the pro bono service
of OU Law’s students, faculty and staff on
April 17 featured guest speaker Susanna M.
Gattoni (’97), an Oklahoma City attorney who has
received national recognition for her pro bono
representation of death row clients.
Following her presentation, 170 volunteers, each
with more than 25 hours of law-related service,
were recognized and outstanding students from
each class were announced. This year, because of
the many opportunities and generous financial
support made possible by alumni and friends, OU
Law students provided a record 23,333 hours of
pro bono service, shattering last year’s record of
more than 17,000 hours. The event concluded with
the presentation of summer fellowships.

Dean Joe Harroz presents Virginia Johnson with the Outstanding 3L Pro Bono Award.
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}} OLR, AILR, ONE J celebrate academic year with banquet

https://digitalcommons.law.ou.edu/soonerlawyer/vol2017/iss1/7
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}} First Digital Initiative class graduates

The University of Oklahoma College of Law celebrated the

features include two virtual reality stations, four new multimedia

graduation of the Class of 2017 in May, marking the first

study rooms and a flipped seminar classroom.

year a class collectively completed OU Law’s Digital Initiative
programming, and making the college the first law school in the

Student adoption of and satisfaction with OU Law’s Digital

nation to do so. In 2014, the graduating class’s first year of law

Initiative is evident. More than 97 percent of students rank

school, OU Law embarked on its college-wide Digital Initiative.

their satisfaction with the Digital Initiative as satisfied or very
satisfied.

“At OU Law, today is the future of legal education,” said Dean
Joe Harroz. “Across all disciplines, technology is accelerating the

The college is careful to pursue opportunities that will provide

pace of education like never before, which is why we launched

longevity to students’ digital preparedness. The administration

the nation’s first comprehensive college-wide Digital Initiative.

continually seeks and invests in innovative platforms and tools

Our newest alumni are the products of an innovative and

that will aid graduates, their future employers and the wider

unique approach to integrating technology into all areas of legal

legal community.

education.”
“We are the first law school in the country to provide access
The college’s Digital Initiative is built around three core

to a suite of practice-ready tools, including Westlaw, for our

elements: the common platform of the iPad, given to students

graduates for 18 months after they leave OU Law," said Harroz.

at no cost; a digital training curriculum that educates OU Law

"This digital gift is easily worth $10,000 per graduate.”

students to use technology for productivity and practice; and
the Inasmuch Foundation Collaborative Learning Center, a

OU Law has also partnered with Legal Technology Core

state-of-the-art space dedicated to connecting students to one

Competencies Certification Coalition (LTC4), a nonprofit that has

another, and to the people and societies they will serve.

established legal technology core competencies and certification
that all law firms can use to measure ongoing efficiency

Each year, the college offers more than 50 different types of

improvements. OU Law is the first law school in the country to

training sessions on legal practice apps including TrialPad, Firm

offer LTC4 certifications.

Central and Drafting Essentials. This year, more than 2,500
attendees participated in the training sessions, a new record up

“Our Digital Initiative is centered on the student and the

from 2,000 last year.

student experience,” said Harroz. “We’re focused in our task of
providing the highest-quality legal education at an affordable

Located in the main entrance to the college’s Donald E. Pray Law

cost, while simultaneously offering cutting-edge educational

Library, the Inasmuch Foundation Collaborative Learning Center

opportunities that set our graduates apart when they enter the

represents a transformation from traditional legal research and

legal profession.”

study to 21st-century skills development and collaboration. Its
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}} M.L.S. convocation streams live on Facebook
The first individual Master of Legal
Studies convocation was held in the Dick
Bell Courtroom May 13. The historical
event was streamed live on Facebook
in order that graduates of the online
program who were unable to travel to
Oklahoma could share in the experience.
Thirty-eight graduates, 17 of whom were
present at the ceremony, were recognized
for successfully completing the online
program for the M.L.S. in Indigenous
Peoples Law. The graduating class
represented 22 different tribal nations.
The M.L.S. student body at large includes
tribal heads of state, university professors
and tribal citizens from across the United
States and Canada.

Gov. Bill Anoatubby of The Chickasaw Nation speaks at the May 13 convocation ceremony for the M.L.S.
Class of 2017.

Following the processional into the courtroom, led by the Buddy Bond Color Guard and Howling Buffalo Drummers, graduates and guests prepare to take their seats.

https://digitalcommons.law.ou.edu/soonerlawyer/vol2017/iss1/7
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}} Congressman Tom Cole delivers 2017 J.D. convocation address
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